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Ex-Firefighter Sentenced to Life in Prison 
for Orchestrating Home-Invasion Rape 

Fort Worth, TX – Joel Jones, 54, was sentenced by a Tarrant County jury to life in prison after pleading 
guilty to aggravated sexual assault. 
"One man's depravity was on full display this week in the Tarrant County Courthouse," Tarrant County 
District Attorney Phil Sorrells said. 
The case was prosecuted by Tarrant County Assistant District Attorneys Kim D'Avignon and Melinda 
Hogan. 
Jones, a deputy chief with the Everman Fire Department at the time, recruited Tobasia Griffiths, 31, 
through a dating website to sexually assault a woman Jones knew, falsely claiming the attack was a 
consensual fantasy. 
On February 21, 2025, with Jones's help, Griffiths went to the address provided, entered the home and 
the victim's bedroom, and violently assaulted her. 
A devout Catholic, the victim fought back – hitting, kicking, and striking Griffiths with a lamp. She escaped 
by convincing him she needed to use the restroom, then ran from the house. Griffiths fled moments later. 
"This was a home invasion rape," Hogan told the jury. "(She) did not consent." 

The victim returned home, locked the doors, and called Jones, who phoned 911 and feigned support 
despite having engineered the attack. 
Jones – whose life included pornography, cross-dressing, drugs, and multiple sex partners – had 
instructed Griffiths to record the assault. Griffiths did and sent the audio to Jones. Within days, Jones tried 
to arrange another attack on the same woman. He also said he wanted to have her kidnapped and raped. 
He repeatedly said he wanted to break her and strip her of the faith that anchored her. 
"There is evil in our world and it's sitting right there," D'Avignon told the jury, pointing at Jones. "He 
wanted to take the most precious part of her and break it. ... We cannot have that in our community." 

"We proudly ask for a life sentence," D'Avignon said. "There has never been any more evil than has 
walked in this room." 

Griffiths also pled guilty to aggravated sexual assault and cooperated with the prosecution of Jones. 
DA Investigator Timothy Pinckney and Victim Coordinator Cece Jones also worked on this case. Our office 
thanks the Fort Worth Police Department for their dedicated work in securing justice and protecting the 
community. A special thanks to the 30 Fort Worth police officers and personnel who, on their day off, 
packed and moved the victim to a new safe location after the attack. 
"After the jury heard all the disgusting acts Jones has committed, it took them a mere 20 minutes to 
sentence him to life in prison," Sorrells said. 
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