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Bishop-Newkirk House

by
Grover McMains, Owner

The boyhood home of Richard C. Newkirk, dean of the Fort Worth City Council, former Mayor
of Fort Worth, member of the D/FW Airport Board and architect of the Fort Worth Cultural
District (as it is known today) is located just to the southwest of downtown Fort Worth,
approximately 2.5 miles from the Tarrant County Court House, at 1417 Eighth Avenue. The
home was built in 1910 for Robert B. Bishop.! Mr. Bishop owned and lived in the house until
1917 when Mr. William B. Newkirk bought the home for $8600.00.2 The Newkirk family owned
and occupied the home until 1966 when it was sold following the death of Mrs. Newkirk to Mrs.
L.L. Lindsey, Jr. whose daughter used it as a furniture store.3 In 1974 the property was sold
again to Craig D. Caldwell and John Thielges who used it as their law oiﬁces."' In 1980 the house
was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Roy Edward Daniel, Sr. who first used it for rental apartments, then as
a restaurant. The Daniel's occupied the home until 1993 when it was sold to the current owners,

Grover McMains and Jamie Sexton, who operate a bed and breakfast there.

This two-story hipped-cottage sits on the west portion of what was originally designated as
portions of lots 5, 6, 9 and 10 of Block F, McAnulty and Nyes Subdivision of the Field-Welch
Addition to the City of Fort Worth, Texas.® The Field-Welch Addition had become a part of the
city in October, 1890.7 The lot fronted 70 feet on Eighth Avenue and was 210 feet deep to what
was then Welch Street (now Hurley Street). The lot extended across a ten foot alley which was
designated but never used.8 A 70x70 foot portion of the lot facing Hurley Street was sold by Mr.
Newkirk in 1946 to Mrs. Lois C. Bryan for $4000.00.9 On September 18, 1967, the alley was
abandoned by City Ordinance 2562 and became part of the lot fronting on Eighth Avenue. At

that time it was re-designated as lot F4.10 Lot F4 is currently zoned "C" Commercial with a









Accounting firm. He sold the business in 1955 and bought the Superior Standards Manufacturing
Company, a maker of mobile home parts. He sold Superior Standards in 1966 and founded
Newcourt, Inc. in Texarkana, Texas, a manufacturer of laminated trailer and truck parts. He sold

that business in 197220

In 1959 Dick was appointed to the Civil Service Board where he served until 1975.21 In 1975 he
was elected to the Fort Worth City Council and "became a near-legend" for his uncompromising
representation of the low-income area of Como while never neglecting the other parts of District
7, Arlington Heights and Rivercrest.22 He established himself as a champion of the city's

museums.23

In 1979 his fellow council members selected Dick as Mayor Pro Tem.24 On November 10, 1981,
Dick Newkirk became Mayor of Fort Worth when Mayor Woodie Woods resigned.25 "It was
Newkirk who stepped in to hold the city council together when Mayor Woodie Woods
resigned."26 Dick thought of himself as a caretaker mayor even though Woodie Woods said
"Newkirk's service as mayor for the next two months will be a real asset to the council and to the
people."27 One of Dick's major decisions during that two month period was to expand the bond
improvement program to include Casa Manana (located in the museum district) and to announce
that "private sources would convert Will Rogers Auditorium (in the museum district) to a

symphonic hall for the performing arts with no cost to the city."28

Following the mayoral election in January, 1982, new mayor, Bob Bolen, tasked Dick and the
museum committee to develop a Master Plan for the area; it took until 1984.29 In 1985 Dick was
appointed to work with private and business leaders to organize "a new cultural district
committee” which would represent both the arts and business interests. This "Cultural District"
would be composed of about 200 acres centered around the museum area. 30 In January, 1986,

Dick announced that the committee was formed and would hold its first meeting probably in



February, 1986.31 Dick died unexpectedly March 15, 1986 and is buried in Greenwdod
Mausoleum in Fort Worth.32 Of the "Dean of the Fort Worth City Council", then-Mayor Bob
Bolen said this, "If he could come back today, he'd probably say that my crown jewel and what I
did for this community is my work in the Cultural District to continually improve it."33 In
covering the funeral, Channel 4 newscaster Ron Trumbla said, "It was Richard Newkirk who
spearheaded and nourished the city's Cultural District with its art and history museums."34 In
similar coverage, Channel 5 newscaster Fil Alvarado said, "Friends say his unending support for

the city's Cultural District is what Newkirk would probably like to be remembered for most."33

At the funeral the Rev. Barry Bailey, First United Methodist Church, said, "Here was a man who
was Caucasian, who was so sensitive to an ethnic minority and made it crystal clear."36 Former
council member Walter Barbour said, "He was always concerned with the humanistic part; what
was going to happen to the people. He is an example of a person who pledged allegiance to the
City of Fort Worth and kept his pledge."37 Channel 13 commentator Bob Ray Sanders said,
"Richard Newkirk was a rare politician. Rare because he didn't act like a politician. His district ...
included all economic and ethnic groups. No one ever accused Richard Newkirk of representing
only a part of his constituents. In fact, he was always praised for how well he represented the

whole,"38

In addition to his council duties, Dick served as a member of the Dallas/ Fort Worth Airport
Board from 1981 until his death. He was on the Fort Worth Children's Hospital Board of
Trustees, 1953 - 1963. He was President of the North Central Texas Council of Governments

- from 1981 - 1982. Dick was a member of the First United Methodist Church in Fort Worth and
served on the Harris Methodist Hospital Board of Trustees from 1978 until his death.39 He
served on the boards of Justin Industries. Meritex Plastics and Security State Bank and was a

member of the Exchange Club.40



James Earnest Newkirk was born on August 6, 1915 and attended DeZavala Elemen£ary, Jennings
Avenue Junior High and Central High. He attended but did not graduate from TCU. He joined
the Air Corps in World War II; however, he never saw combat because it was discovered that he
had asthma, and he was honorably discharged. Following the war Jimmy moved to Los Angeles,
California where he pursued a successful career in movie set design. He is now retired and lives

with his wife, Jackie, in North Ridge, California.41

Robert St. Claire Newkirk, the youngest of the four boys, was born in the house on March 5,
1922. He attended DeZavala Elementary, Lily B. Clayton, Daggett Junior High, and Paschal
High (not at its current location). Bob attended TCU for over three years before World War II
started. He dropped out of school and served as a Captain in the Army Infantry. After the war he
returned and received an undergraduate degree from TCU in 1947. He then received his law
degree frofn The University of Texas Law School. Bob returned to Fort Worth and went to work
for the legal firm of Simon, Wynn, Sanders and Jones, but a short time later he was called back to
active military duty for the Korean Conflict. Since he now had his law degree, Bob was
transferred to the Air Force Judge Advocate General as a Captain. After the war, he rejoined the
same firm and has been with them throughout his legal career even though the firm has changed
names. He is currently a partner in McDonald-Sanders Law Firm. He lives with his wife, Peggy,
in Fort Worth and is or has been a member of numerous civic boards, among them the YMCA
Metropolitan Board, Fort Worth Council of Camp Fire Girls, Charter President, South Side
Optimists, Chairman of the Board of University Christian Church, and Chairman of the Advisory

Board of the Adopt-a-School Program of the Fort Worth Independent School District.42

The home is a classic example of a hipped cottage, a generic type of structure built between 1870
and 1940.43 Variations of this classic design were rendered in many styles including Italianate
hipped, Colonial hipped, Prairie cottage and Italian, Spanish, French and Mediterranean hipped

villas. 44 This accounts for finding characteristics of the hipped cottage in descriptions of other



architectural designs.4> The hipped cottage served as an anchor in the planning of entire
neighborhoods. Its internal, compartmentalized spaces were expressions of inside-outside spatial

continuity that later became known as "the open plan."46

When originally built, the home contained all of the characteristics of the hipped cottage 47 With
the exception of rear upstairs and downstairs porches which have been enclosed, the home today
still bears the exact characteristics as when it was built in 1910.48 A cast-concrete foundation
supports a two-story structure of clapboard siding with corner boards and crowned with a central
hipped dormer window on the hipped roof with flared eves. The front door is an off-center panel
and glass entrance opening onto a front porch that extends across the entire facade and wraps
around to the south side of the house. The porch is decorated with open rail supported by vertical
balusters. Roman Doric columns support the single-story porch roof and extend from a pedestal
at the rails of the porch. (It should be noted that the columns could be considered to be Tuscan
because of the plain, outside entablature and bracketed cornice; however, the molded base,
pedestal and inside porch entablature are characteristic of the Doric design.)*° Large, off-center
windows are on the first floor and symmetrically spaced windows are on the second floor, all
double-hung, 1/1. A sympathetic addition at the rear of the original structure, built in 1993,
conforms to all federal historical guidelines for complementing and yet not destroying the original
integrity of the house. In fact, following the construction of the addition and the renovation work
of 1993, the house received the 1995 Pedestal Award for the most outstanding restoration of an
historical structure in Tarrant County as presented by the Historical Preservation Council of

Tarrant County.50

As designed this house "pushes a large mass straight up from ground level and caps it with a
pyramidal roof; termination is so precise that attention is drawn back to the lower levels. Vertical
thrust is countered by horizontal lines inherent in the cladding, in the long, low porch roof and in

the porch proper. Window placement accents both directions but because of window groupings,



the horizontal seems to dominate. Vertical accents derive from the chimney, the corner boards,

porch columns and vertical window alignment.">1

The interior of the house also conforms to the pattern of the hipped cottage and also is, basically,
in its original floor plan.>2 The downstairs contains four rooms in a rectangular design, the
parlor, living room, library, dining room. The living room contains an end-wall, brick fireplace on
the south end while the parlor has the stairway on the north end of the room. The kitchen area
and back porch were at the back of this rectangular plan with the back porch having a stairway to
the second floor and a stairway to the basement. The upstairs originally contained four bedrooms
and a bath. Without altering the upstairs floor plan, one of the bedrooms and a portion of the
second-stdry porch have been converted to bathrooms. The original plaster walls have been
restored and, except for the bedrooms, all woodwork has been painted to match the original,
unpainted color of the wood.33 Originally built with wood plank floors, new flooring was
installed shortly after the Newkirks bought the house.34 This new flooring consisted of tongue-
and-groove light oak boards with mahogany inlay. The oak flooring was put throughout the
house with the exception of the bath and kitchen which were linoleum. The inlay was put only on
the first floor. These wood floors are still in use throughout the house and are in very good
condition. Shortly after the house was purchased by the Daniel's in 1980, the entire house was re-
wired, and a commercial kitchen was installed in the original kitchen area. The first floor porch
was enclosed for a utility room; the stairways were not modified.33 The addition of 1993 added a
two-car attached garage on the first floor and two bedrooms, a living room and a bath on the
second floor. Interior design was also sympathetic to the original structure and was included in

the consideration for the Pedestal Award (above) 50

Between 1981 and 1991 the Tarrant County Historic Preservation Council conducted an historic
resources survey of Tarrant County to "identify the physical components of the community which

possess significant architectural and historical value."S7 While the surveys note that they should



not be considered as exhaustive or as completely accurate, they are the best record zivailable on
homes of "significant architectural and historical value."38 A search of all six of these surveys
revealed that there are eight other houses in Tarrant County which could be described or which
bear the characteristics of a classic hipped cottage. Five of these homes were personally inspected
since the information in the survey indicated that they were good, unaltered examples of this type
of architecture. The results of this inspection are as follows:

1. 424 Galveston Street, Fort Worth - demolished; now a vacant lot.5°

2. 1215 Elizabeth Blvd., Fort Worth - excellent condition; no vertical balusters on the

porch railing and small, square brick columns supporting the front porch.0

3. 1314 N. Commerce Street, Fort Worth - not a hipped roof; gables on the south side,

second story and on both sides of the first story porch roof.61

4. 2636 Bomar Ave , Fort Worth - home appears to have a slab foundation rather than
the cast-concrete typical of this style; no side panels on the front door; redwood deck added to

the second story in the rear of the home 62

5. 3241 Travis Avenue, Fort Worth - dormer is not hipped; there is a second front door
on the front porch and the first story window is 20/1; eaves are not boxed in; at the time of the
survey the owner indicated that the second story may have been added in the mid-1930's, but

there are no outward indications of this.63

Additionally, the following homes were found in the sﬁrveys which indicated that they possessed
the characteristics of the hipped cottage but with the indicated alterations:

1. 305 Wildwood, Grapevine - burned and demolished.64



2. 6308 Crawford Lane, East, Forest Hill - moved from its original location at 1301 West

Cannon, Fort Worth and modified extensively including asbestos siding 6

3. 4500 Pershing, Fort Worth - extensive modifications including asbestos, painted brick

and enclosure of a portion of the front porch.66

There are numerous homes in the surveys which are variations of this classic design indicating the
importance of this style to the area. Additionally, there are numerous other homes in the surveys
which appear to be one-story adaptations of the classic design. Based on the above information
and the surveys, it appears that this home is the last example that bears all of the characteristics of

the classic hipped cottage in Tarrant County, Texas.

The grounds around the house have been modified extensively over the years. Originally, the
front yard extended out to a much narrower Eighth Avenue and contained several trees. A
carriage house was on the southeast corner of the back lot facing Welch Street, later renamed
Hurley Street. Early in the 1920's the carriage house was moved west approximately 100 feet and
turned to face Eighth Avenue. A gravel driveway was laid at that time along the south side of the
house from Eighth Avenue to the carriage house/garage. The driveway was paved several years
later. Decorative fencing and gates were installed about the same time. The fencing went
completely around the backyard but only extended about halfway back to Hurley Street. East of
the fencing there was a peach orchard, a chicken coup and a small house for the Newkirk's

maid.67

Today, the driveway still extends along the south side of the house and one of the original
decorative gates of the original fencing remains at the south side of the house. All of the rest of
the fencing is gone. Most of the front yard is now concrete; this was laid when the house was a

restaurant in the 1980's.68 The north, west and south sides of the house still have flower beds as

10
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