


























In the 1900 session of Grand Chapter, Mrs. Laura B. Hart
introduced a resolution for the creation of a fund that
would be used to build a home for the aged and Indigent
Masons of Texas. Dr. McDaniel signed this resolution along
with Mrs. Hart, and it was adopted by the 1900 session of
Grand Chapter.6

Because the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of
Texas was promoting a home for the aged Master Masons of
Texas, Dr. McDaniel in 19027 recommended that funds be set

aside to provide a home for aged Eastern Star members.

By taking a portion of the dues paid by members and
putting in a fund called "The Charity Fund”8 a trust was
built in which the Eastern Star Home was constructed. A
permanent fund. was started in 19099 and by an amendment it
became impossible to use this money without the vote of

delegates at two Grand Chapter Sessions.

0

In the Grand Chapter Session of 19111 it was decided

a definite plan would be formulated for the development of

11 the increase

the Home. In the Grand Chapter Session of 1912
of the Home Fund gave the Board of Trustees the confidence
they needed to advance to a more concrete plan for the erection

of the Home.

6 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 1900-1901 19th Session

7 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 1901-1902 20th Session,p.59
8 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 1901-1902 20th Session;p.97
9 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 28th Session,p.38
10 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 29th Session,p.l21
11 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 30th Session,p.131












Mrs. Rebecca Miles, Worthy Grand Matron, 1936 (who
now is a resident of the Home) recommended that our con=
stitution and laws be changed, to provide a separate board
for the exclusive operation of the 0.E.S. Home and for
disbursing under established rules of the Benevolent Fund.
This Board is known as the Board of Directors of Grand Chapter
Benevolences and has five members, one elected each year from

one of the five districts in Texas.25

The need for a hospital was the project of Mrs. Mabel
Harles Worthy Grand Matron in 1950.26 In 1952 Mrs. Mildred
Garlitz, Worthy Grand Matron raised over $31,000.00 for the
hospital fund27 and in 1954 the Hospital unit was completed
under the leadership of Worthy Grand Matron, Mrs. Mary Ella
Shoverling.®® The hospital or infirmary as the ladies refer
to it, was licensed in 1971. Any lady who .cannot care for
herself is placed in the hospital where she has a private room
and is cared for by nurses. The infirmary maintains a qualified
nursing staff and a doctor is always on call. When necessary,
the patients are transferred to Arlington hospitals where they

are treated.

It was under the leadership of Mrs. Katherine Poulis,
Worthy Grand Matron in 1958-59 when the Pink Ladies and Pink
29

Ties was created. This i1s a volunteer program to assist the
Ladies with the many activities and projects they can do them-
selves. To be a Pink Lady or Pink Tie, each member donates
$1.00 and receives a pink heart to place on her/his dues card.
This money is then used to buy supplies for the ladies ceramics,

beauty shop and other needed items.

25 Grand Chapter 54th Session, pg. 132

26 Grand Chapter 68th Session, pg. 154

27 Grand Chapter 7lst Session

28 Grand Chapter 69th Session of Grand Chapter pg. 145-46
29 Grand Chapter 77th Session of Grand Chapter pg. 373
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It was in 1921 when the Grand Chapter of Texas, Order of the Eastern
Star, decided it had an obligation to provide a home for its elderly members
who are no longer able to live alone, where they could live comfortable,
with care and lots of love.

On.October 22, 1923, construction began on land which was donated by
Judge and ¥rs, Sam P, Cockran in Arlington. The cornerstone was laid on
April 11, 1924, 1Its inscription reads "Eastern Star Home, Erected to God
and Dedicated for Faternal Service by the Grand Chapter of Texas,"

The doors of the Eastern Star Home opened to its first residents on
April 25, 1925 and the home has been fulfilling its worthwhile purpose. ever

since, After the doors opened the Home grew and in 1931 two wings were added,
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the state come in and help with this big event whefe the money made gaes to
buy needed items for the Hoﬁe. This year was very successful and many things
are being aone to help beautify the Home. Each member dopates through her
or his Chapter and this in addition to the amount made on the Founders Day
weekend, helps to supply the needs of our Home,

Qur Grand Offices are located on the grounds of the Home. lMNrs. Agnes
Lee Howard, Grand Secretary for 10 féars went out of office in October and
lMrs. Louise Armstrong was elected as the new Grand Secretary. All the records
of the 723 Chapters as of June 1, 1981, are here. Grand Chapter which is all
-the Past katrons and Past Patrons of Texas meet once a year to elect new officers
and to conclude the past years business. Reports are given by all committee
Chairmen and all new amendments are presented and voted on. The next session
will be in October 1982 and will be the 100th anniversary. The Worthy Grand
Fiatron in office is from Fort Worth; therefore, Grand Chapter next year will
be in Fort Worth. Iy husband and I are members of the Arrangement Committee
for this year and it will be our job to help get this 100th Grand Chapter
Session ready and see that it runs smoothly.

As any member can tell you, the Eastern Star Home is the pride of
Texas and the ladies who reside there are our special friends, We each
feel a responsibility to the Home and to the ladies who reside there. I

feel as proud of the Home as if I helped build it, T





















In the 1900 session of Grand Chapter, Mrs. Laura B. Hart
introduced a resolution for the creation of a fund that
would be used to build a home for the aged and Indigent
Masons of Texas. Dr. McDaniel signed this resolution along
with Mrs. Hart, and it was adopted by the 1900 session of
Grand Chapter.6

Because the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of
Texas was promoting a home for the aged Master Masons of
Texas, Dr. McDaniel in 19027 recommended that funds be set

aside to provide a home for aged Eastern Star members.

By taking a portion of the dues paid by members and
putting in a fund called "The Charity Fund"8 a trust was

built in which the Eastern Star Home was constructed. A

9

permanent fund.was started in 1909° and by an amendment it

became impossible to use this money without the vote of

delegates at two Grand Chapter Sessions.

0

In the Grand Chapter Session of 19111 it was decided

a definite plan would be formulated for the development of
the Home. In the Grand Chapter Session of 19121l the increase
of the Home Fund gave the Board of Trustees the confidence

they needed to advance to a more concrete plan for the erection

of the Home.

6 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 1900-1901 19th Session

7 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 1901-1902 20th Session,p.59
8 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 1901-1902 20th Session;p.97
9 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 28th Session,p.38
10 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 29th Session,p.121

11 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 30th Session,p.131



During the next 10 years, the Home Fund continued to in-
crease. In 1921 the Grand Chapter of Texas decided it had an
obligation to provide a home for its elderly members who
are no longer able to live alone, where they can live comfort-

able with care and lots of love.l2

A permanent endowment Home Fund was accumulated and a
location and site selected for the Eastern Star Home. At the
1922 Session of Grand Chapter the following resolution was
~adopted, looking toward the selection of a location for the
Eastern Star Home. The Board of Trustees sent out a letter
to all Grand Officers and past Grand Officers and to each
subordinate chapter in the Grand Jurisdiction of Texas, set-
ting out the details the Board thought necessary for a suit-
able location for the Eastern Star Home. Favorable climate,
an abundant supply of good water, ample railroad facilities,
good sanitary conditions, wholesale and retail markets of
fruits and Vegétables, meats, etc. near at hand, nearness of
public schools so that such children as might come to live
in the Home could be educated without undue additional expense
to the Home, opportunity for church services for the aged
members was also to be considered. The Board stated that
they did not deem it desirable to own a large acreage for
dairies, orchards, the keeping of pigs or chickens, for the
members of the Home would probably need rest and care, instead
of work and responsibilities. It was stated their desire was
"it shall be a home of comfort and ease, rest and freedom from
care, to have new, modern, fire-proof buildings, which will be

13

the best that can be provided for our purposes and needs."

12 Proceedings of 39th Session, p.92 of Grand Chapter
13 Proceedings of 4O0th Session, p. 144 of Grand Chapter






exchange the two sites. This is the donated site situated

17

at the southwest corner of the present 0ld Folks Home.,"

By April 11, 192/ the building had reached the point
18

where the conerstone could be placed in the building.

This ceremony was performed by Sam P. Cochran, Past Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Texas AF and AM and Past Grand
Patron of Texas proteming for the Worshipful Grand Master of

Texas. Mrs. Norton B, Welborn was the Worthy Grand Matron

and T. J. Halbrook was Worthy Grand Patron and both participated

in the program.19 Its inscription reads "Eastern Star Home,

FErected to God and Dedicated for Faternal Service by the

Grand Chapter of Texas.zo

The Home was completed and on October 26, 1924, it was
21

formally dedicated. The Home was opened-on April 25, 1925

and nine ladies and one child were assigned rooms in their

new Home.22 The Home was built with bedrooms for thirty-nine

adults and nine children. From the opening until 1943, 34

children lived in the Home.

<3 As of this writing the Home

has (91) residents.zA Each lady is given a private room

which she fills with her own personal furniture, pictures,

and mementos. Fach door has the lady's name and name of

her home Chapter. All the ladies not only belong to a Chapter,

but are adopted by other Chapters who remember her at all

special occasions.

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Proceedings of 42nd Session of Grand Chapter,p.l45

Proceedings of 42nd Session of G. Chapter,W. M. report,p.53
Proceedings of 42nd Session of G. Chapter, p.126

Cornerstone outside of 0.E.S Home, S. E. corner

Grand Chapter Session 43rd G. Chpt.-W.G.M. rpt.p.53

Grand Chapter Session 43rd G. Chpt. p. 56

Grand Chapter Sessions 1925-1943 Newspaper in Museum 0.E.S. Home

Home officials resource





















April 15, 1998

Grand Secretary

Grand Chapter of Texas
Order of the Eastern Star
1111 East Division Street
Arlington, Texas 76011

Dear Grand Secretary:

Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you yesterday concerning the Recorded Texas
Historic Landmark designation for the Eastern Star Home of the Grand Chapter of Texas in
Arlington. My proposal is to, with your complete cooperation and permission up-front, resubmit
the application originally sent in September, 1983, making the necessary changes to update the
application. The Historical Marker Committee of the Tarrant County Historical Commission
will assist you in all aspects of this application

Enclosed are the 1998 guidelines and application form. Your official nomination will need to
include a historic photograph from 50 years ago, current black and white photographs of all four
sides of the structure, complete floor plans (may be drawn by hand), an architectural description
and a documented (footnotes and bibliography) narrative history describing the property's history
and historical/architectural significance.

Call me if you have questions about the enclosed material. When your nomination is complete,
it should be submitted to me for review and critique by the Marker Committee.

Once the Tarrant County Historical Commission approves your nomination, we will forward it to
the Texas Historical Commission in Austin for their review. Upon their approval, they will
request payment of the marker fee and your approval of the proposed marker inscription prior to
the casting of the marker. The completed marker will be shipped to the sponsor. A dedication
usually follows, with participation by the marker sponsor, any local historical organization
mvolved with the project, and the Tarrant County Historical Commission.
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the state come in and help with this big event where the money made goes to
buy needed items for the Home., This year was very successful and many things
are being done to help beautify the Home. Each member donates through her
or his Chapter and this in addition to the amount made on the Founders Lay
weekend, helps to supply the needs of our Home,

OQur Grand Offices are located on the grounds of the Home. Ulrs. Agnes
Lee Howard, Grand Secretary for 10 years went out of office in October and
lMrs. Loulse Armstrong was elected as the new Grand Secretary. All the records
of the 723 Chapters as of June 1, 1981, are here. Grand Chapter which is all
the Past Matrons and Past Patrons of Texas meet once a year to elect new officers
and to conclude the past years business. Keports are given by all committee
Chairmen and all new amendments are presented and voted on. The next session
will be in October 1982 and will be the 100th anniversary. The Worthy Grand
Fatron in office is from Fort Worth; therefore, Grand Chapter next year will
be in Fort Worth. ¥y husband and I are members of the Arrangement Committee
for this year and it will be our Jjob to help get this 100th Grand Chapter
Session ready and see that it runs smocothly.

As any member can tell you, the Eastern Star Home is the pride of
Texas and the ladies who reside there are our special friends, We each
feel a responsibility to the Home and to the ladies who reside there. I

feel as proud of the Home as if I helped build it, T





















5% state sales tax must bs added ta the price, except if purchased by
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APPLICATION FORM FOR OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER
TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
PO. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711

A written history, signed by the author, must accompany this form before it will be accepted.

TARRANT February 16, 1984'

County Date

EASTERN STAR HOME

1.
Tile of marker  pagtern Star Home

1201 East Division, Arlington, Texas 76011
Name of building, cemetery, public square, park, archeological site, elc., where marker is to be placed.
1201 Fast Division, Arlington, Texas 76011

3

' Marksr site (strest address or highway number)

A Arlington, TExas

City or nearest city. It marker is to be placed on a highiéy or in a small community, you must briefly explain how to get there from nearest town shownon a
Texas Highway Department road map. For example, “Marker will be in Bastrop Beach, which is 6 miles southeast of Angieton on FM 523"

Marker Site: Front Lawn of Eastern STar Home
Dislance (miles, yards, feet) and direction (north, south, east, west) of subject from marker site. For example, “Subject is ¥2 mile southwaest of marker site.”

6. Order of the Fastern Star 7 120] Division  ARlington, TExas 76011

Owner of marker site Address City
Order of the Eastern Star, % 1201 Division, Arlington, Texas 76011
"Spon t marker L. Address Cit
8. . MWWMMM@&__—_———
County chairman Address City
“1 have reviewed the narrzll.i}e for_this marker and attest to its accuracy.”
8. .&MFAGNMS trator, 120
Person to whom marker is to be shipped : Street Address City

Nots: If marker is l0 be placed on a highway right-of-way, it will automatically be shipped to your district highway engineer.

Surface to which marker will be attached (Le., wood, brick, stucco over stone) if not on post

ORDER FORM

Please consull page 7 for specifications of the markers available. Check the items desired below. Then mail this application and narrative history, together
with a chock made payable to the TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION, to the address above. No applications will be accepted unless payment is included.
it markar applicalion is cancelled alter the inscription is written, the Texas Historical Commission wili deduct the cost of writing the inscription from the refund.

DIRECTIONAL SIGNS

Please indicate quantity desired and location:

HISTORICAL MARKERS

a lax exempl organization. With Tax
With Tax 24" x 24" Historical Markers in City sign ............ $65 § 6825

(1 16" x 12" grave marker (comes with mounting bar) $175 $183.75 These will be placed by the District Highway Engineer

(1 16" x 12" building marker with post .............. $225 $236.25 . )

0 16" x 12" building marker without post .. ......... $175 $183.75 O Black and white (for f;\rm—lo-mar}(el roads, state and U.S. highways)

) National Register plaque .. ...................... $ 35 $ 3675 01 _Green and white (for interslate highways)

(J 27" x 42" subject marker withpost ............... $575 $603.75 With tax

[ 27" x 42" subject marker withoutpost . ........... $525 $55125 18" x 22" Historical Marker (in black and white only) ..$ 65 $ 68.25

3 18" x 28" subject marker withpost . .............. $325 $341.25 For city and county roads. Applicant must supply post

L1 18" x 28" subject marker without post .. .......... $250 $262.50

3 With arrow pointing straight ahead

MARKER REPLICA PAPERWEIGHT

This item should be ordered al the same time marker is ordered. Indicate

quantity desired. Allow six months for completion of marker tor receipt

of papearweight.

) 3" x 4" plastic paperwsight mounted with With tax
replicaotmarker ... ... ........ ... ... ... ... $ 75 § 7875

0 Medallion paperweight, allows four lines of engraving$ 25 §$ 26.25
19883

O With arrow pointing left
O With arrow pointing right

DETACH ON DOTTED LINE ~—

— CUT AND

i e






EASTERN STAR HOME

The Order of the Eastern Star was founded by Dr. Rob
Morris, a Master Mason., In Michigan in 1867, the first
Grand Chapter of the Easter Star was organized. All
Grand Chapters of all states were united under one organ-
ization, called General Grand Chapter of the Order of the
Eastern Star in Indianapolis, Indiana on November 16, 1876.
The General Grand Chapter has jurisdiction over all Grand
Chapters in the U. S., the Provinces in Canada and the Grand
Chapter of Puerto Rico. The Grand Chapters of New York and
New Jersey are independent and are not recognized by this
Grand Chapter, as they have different acceptable rules of
membership. The Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland has
jurisdiction over Scotland, England, Ireland, Wales, So.
Africa, New Zealand and Australia. In Washington, D. C.,
an International Temple and all offices of General Grand

Chapter are 1ocated.l

The idea of providing a home for the Eastern Star Ladies
of Texas is credited to Mrs. Laura B. Hart and Dr. Alfred C.
McDaniel. These two dedicated Eastern Star members served
the Grand Chapter of Texas and also the General Grand Chapter.
Mrs. Laura B. Hart served as Worthy Grand Matron of the Grand
Chapter of Texas in 1892—1893,2 and Most Worthy Grand Matron
in 1903.3
1902,4 and Most Worthy Grand Patron from 1919 until 1922.

Dr. McDaniel served as Worthy Grand Patron in 1901-
5

Information gathered from Ritual

Proceedings of Grand Chapter 1892-1893-11th Session
Proceedings of Grand Chapter 1903-1904-22nd Session
Proceedings of Grand Chapter 1901-1902-20th Session
Proceedings of Grand Chapter 1919-1920-38th Session

Ut~ W



-

In the 1900 session of Grand Chapter, Mrs. Laura B. Hart
introduced a resolution for the creation of a fund that
would be used to build a home for the aged and Indigent
Masons of Texas. Dr. McDaniel signed this resolution along
with Mrs. Hart, and it was adopted by the 1900 session of
Grand Ghapter.6

Because the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of
Texas was promoting a home for the aged Master Masons of
Texas, Dr. McDaniel in 19027 recommended that funds be set

aside to provide a home for aged Eastern Star members.

By taking a portion of the dues paid by members and
putting in a fund called "The Charity Fund”8 a trust was
built in which the Eastern Star Home was constructed. A
permanent fund. was started in 19099 and by an amendment it
became impossible to use this money without the vote of

delegates at two Grand Chapter Sessions.

0

In the Grand Chapter Session of 19111 it was decided

a definite plan would be formulated for the development of

11 the increase

the Home. In the Grand Chapter Session of 1912
of the Home Fund gave the Board of Trustees the confidence
they needed to advance to a more concrete plan for the erection

of the Home.

6 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 1900-1901 19th Session

7 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 1901-1902 20th Session,p.59

8 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 1901-1902 20th Session;p.97

9 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 28th Session,p.38

10 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 29th Session,p.121

11 Proceedings of Grand Chapter 30th Session,p.131



During the next 10 years, the Home Fund continued to in-
crease. In 1921 the Grand Chapter of Texas decided it had an
obligation to provide a home for its elderly members who
are no longer able to live alone, where they can live comfort-

able with care and lots of 1ove.12

A permanent endowment Home Fund was accumulated and a
location and site selected for the Eastern Star Home. At the
1922 Session of Grand Chapter the following resolution was
adopted, looking toward the selection of a location for the
Fastern Star Home. The Board of Trustees sent out a letter
to all Grand Officers and past Grand Officers and to each
subordinate chapter in the Grand Jurisdiction of Texas, set-
ting out the details the Board thought necessary for a suit-
able location for the Eastern Star Home. Favorable climate,
an abundant supply of good water, ample railroad facilities,
good sanitary conditions, wholesale and retail markets of
fruits and vegetables, meats, etc. near at hand, nearness of
public schools so that such children as might come to live
in the Home could be educated without undue additional expense
to the Home, opportunity for church services for the aged
members was also to be considered. The Board stated that
they did not deem it desirable to own a large acreage for
dairies, orchards, the keeping of pigs or chickens, for the
members of the Home would probably need rest and care, instead
of work and responsibilities. It was stated their desire was
"it shall be a home of comfort and ease, rest and freedom from
care, to have new, modern, fire-proof buildings, which will be

13

the best that can be provided for our purposes and needs."

12 Proceedings of 39th Session, p.92 of Grand Chapter
13 Proceedings of 40th Session, p. 144 of Grand Chapter
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Sugarland, San Marcos, Brownwood, Arlington, Marshall
and San Antonio submitted offers of locations when Grand
Chapter met in Dallas in October of 192231%
vote of all delegates present, and of Chapters represented,

By majority

the property offered by Arlington was chosen. This was ten
acres of land, donated by Samuel Poyntz Cockran, Past Worthy
Grand Patron and his wife, and which adjoined the Masonic

Home near Arlington, surely a most generous gift.15

Resoulution was presented by E. J. Hosey, unanimously
adopted by vote of Chapters and delegates, "that the board
of Grand Trustees be authorized and directed to proceed at
once to secure a suitable plan and to erect a suitable
building, or buildings for use as a Home, the total sum to
bs expendsd-not bu egcesd the sum of $150,000.00.%° Im
some manner information reached the members of Grand Chapter
that the Trustees of the 0ld Folks Home at Arlington were
anxious to secure the site donated by Mr. Cochran and his
wife for the 0.E.S. Home, and the following resoclution was

presented by Brother Hosey and unaniously adopted.

"Inasmuch as the Trustees of the 0ld Folks Home at
Arlington are anxious to secure the site recently donated to
the Trustees of the Home. The Grand Trustees are hereby
authorized to,in the event of the new location on the Peters
Farm being as favorably located as the one donated, having
the same frontage on the Bankhead Highway and all other
things being as well located, they have the authority to

14 Proceedings of 40th Session, p. 131 of Grand Chapter
15 Proceedings of 40th Session, p. 134 of Grand Chapter
16 Proceedings of 42nd Session, p. 136 of Grand Chapter



exchange the two sites. This i1s the donated site situated

at the southwest corner of the present 0ld Folks Home.

gt

By April 11, 1924 the building had reached the point
18

where the conerstone could be placed in the building.

This ceremony was performed by Sam P. Cochran, Past Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Texas AF and AM and Past Grand
Patron of Texas proteming for the Worshipful Grand Master of

Texas. Mrs. Norton B. Welborn was the Worthy Grand Matron
and T. J. Halbrook was Worthy Grand Patron and both participated

19

in the program. Its inscription reads "Eastern Star Home,
Erected to God and Dedicated for Faternal Service by the

formally dedicated.

Grand Chapter of Texas.zo

The Home was completed and on October 26, 1924, it was

&1 The Home was opened-on April 25, 1925

and nine ladies and one child were assigned rooms in their

new Home.22 The Home was built with bedrooms for thirty-nine

adults and nine children. From the opening until 1943, 34

children lived in the Home.

a3 As of this writing the Home

has (91) residents.24 Each lady is given a private room

which she fills with her own personal furniture, pictures,

and mementos. Each door has the lady's name and name of

her home Chapter. All the ladies not only belong to a Chapter,

but are adopted by other Chapters who remember her at all

special occasions.

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
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Proceedings of 42nd Session of Grand Chapter,p.l45

Proceedings of 42nd Session of G. Chapter,W. M. report,p.53
Proceedings of 42nd Session of G. Chapter, p.126

Cornerstone outside of O0.E.S Home, S. E. corner

Grand Chapter Session 43rd G. Chpt.-W.G.M. rpt.p.53

Grand Chapter Session 43rd G. Chpt. p. 56

Grand Chapter Sessions 1925-1943 Newspaper in Museum O.E.S. Home

Home officials resource
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