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o SEETESE

excuse me, please, I must reach the station in time
for the city express. Would you be so kind as to
fasten the door in some way *”

Mason stepped aside. I will try and mend
the lock, since it was 1 who broke it. Pardon
me, but did you not come on the night express *”

« Yes,” after a pause.  Can I trust you to
keep my secref as you found it ?”

¢ Indeed you may.”

She smiled, and with a simple ¢ Thank you”
turned and glided down the path into the thick
shrubbery.

Mason said nothing to Preston of anything he
had seen. They cooked their fish in the kitchen,
and retraced their footsteps to the farmhouse
where they pretended to lodge. The old farmer
and his wife gave them a long-winded history of
the terrors that haunted the 0ld Rutledge
House.”

Preston was disposed to give somie credence to
the tale that Old Man Rutledge, who had been
murdered ten years before in the old house by his
dissolute stepson, haunted the place, in company
with the ghest of his penitent wife.

The story said that the woman had plotted
with her som in the murder of her husband who
was the father of her younger son—# noble man,
who was less beloved than his elder half-brother.
She was credited with the double crime of con-
spiring in the murder and destroying a will in
favor of the younger son. On the failure of her
own and her son’s plot he eseaped with his neck
to foreign lands, and she became insane, dying in
a year or two, without confessing what she had
done with the will. Since then her ghost hannted
the old place, seeking pardon of the restless spirit
of the old man, who was hunting for the will, the
farmer said.

« "Pwa'n’t never found. Wilbur Rutledge, the
vounger son, never got mothin’ out o’ the prop-
erty, an’ died a little while ago, leavia’ his family
in straitened circamstances. Old Man Rutledge’s
three brothers have been fightin’ for ten years,
tryin’ to get the property, an’ it's gone into liti-

gation. Wilbur Rutledge’s wife’s an invalid, and
his daughter’s a music teacher im the city—poor
thing.”

* * * * * *

A few months after returning to business in
the city Mason was called abroad, and detained
in European countries for a year or more. Shortly
after his return home he found himsgelf among
the latest arrivals at one of the elaborate parties
that wound.up the season for the coming sum-
mer.

“ There is & new sensation in society, Mr.
Mason,” gaid his hgtess.

-y

«tShe has carried off

ning what sprigs
Jovely in every respect.
move even your stony heart.
heard of the Rutledge case "
Mason started.
« Something,” he gaid.
tled ¥”
“Yes, in favor

e are 10 18 pe i
I am positive she would
Perhaps you have

s, 4

¢ Has it been get-

of Lilian and her mother.
There was a missing will that came to light quite
remarkably. Old Mr. Rutledge’s wife, who be-
came insane after conspiring in his murder, was
supposed to be dead long ago, but it turned out
that she escaped from the asylum years since, and
was a secret burden on her younger son, Wilbur
Rutledge. e humored her idiotic whims to ex-
tremes. She gradually lost all her faculties—
sight, hearing and speech, save in inarticulate
whispers—and became bedridden. Then the no-
tion seized her to spend the remnant of her days
in the old house, where, she said, she had hidden
the will, and would find it again at the hour of
her death. It was useless to reason with her, and
her son at last gratified ler desire.. Until he died
Wilbur Rutledge made secret nightly visits to
the old house, carrying the few supplies necessary
for the old woman’s existence. She was safely
locked in ome of the rooms, and unattended
through the days. Death comes slowly when it
is courted. Mr. Rutledge died first, and after that
Lilian herself made the nightly trips. Heaven
kindly pitied her in her brave ‘devotion to duty,
and hastened ‘the end after a few months. She
was alome in the desclate place when the old
woman died one might, but she had her well-

deserved reward, Her grandmother was right—

in the hour of death her mind bécatiie clear. She
wrote, blind though she was, Qn‘-fﬁiﬁéf" o had
kept always at hand during the 'years s ve  had
lain there, the exact hiding place of the will, for
fear death would seal her lips before Lilian came.
Lilian found her dying. She took her lantern,
and having implicitly obeyed her grandmoth-
er's directions, found the will and closed the
dying eyelids ; returned by the morning train to
the city end notified an undertaker and her law-
yer ; then, overcome by the strain of months and
the last terrible ordeal, sucenmbed to brain fever
and came near dying. But she is very much
alive now, I assure you. Come ; I will leave you
with ¢ Fairy Lilian,” und you will leave your heart
with her.”

Mason came near saying he had left it with her
a year and a half ago. It was beating now like @
schoolgirl’s underneath his broadeloth evening
dress as he crossed the drawing rooms.

Yes, there she sat—his Sleeping Beauty of the

{






THE BELFORD SCHOLARSHIP.

CONDITIONS OF THE CONTEST,

The Proprietors of BELFORD’S MAaAzINE have decided to award the Scholar-
ship to the person who will send to this office by August 1st next a list containing
the largest number of genuine and verifiable names of Voters in his town or county.

For the $3.50 we will send a year’s subscription to BELFORD’S MAGAZINE. This
is irrespective of any other Prize the sender may win. No list will be con-
sidered unless accompanied by the fee.

The list must be composed of the names of voters at the last State or Congressional
Election. The names must not be copied’ from any directory or

rinted list, but should be made up by an earnest and active house-to-
Jouse canvass, after the manner of the census-taker. No one will refuse
his name when he knows what you are working for.

Opposite each name give full post-office address, and when you can discover the
person’s politics or what ticket he voted last year, indicate it after his name
by a letter, thus : D. for Democrat, R. for Republican, etc. Avoid taking
the name of any person whom you know cannot read. ~We want to use these
lists to gain subscribers to BELFORD’S MAGAZINE. Work with that idea
in view.

The lists must be clearly and legibly written. Each list must be accompanied by
the following certification, viz. :

I hereby certify that the accompanying list of names sént in contest for
scholarship is in” accordance with your rules; that the persons named are
voters and reside at the addresses given; that none of these names are copied
from directories or other printed sources. If the list is not found as certified,
I agree to forfeit all rights to any prize in this contest.

(The sender’s full name.)

All lists will be examined and verified. If ten per cent of any list is found not
genuine or according to the above rules, no prize will be awarded, but the list
will be returned to the sender.

The person sending the list containing the largest number of names will receive
the Scholarshi?.

The ten persons sending the mext largest lists will receive a handsome Qdell

Typewriter each. ' .
The ten persons sending the third largest lists will receive a handsome Set of®
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MILLAIS’S

lace—surrounded by a number of men
e as Mason himself, though, perhaps,
ically endowed and requiring less cloth
bthes. :
cquisitely dressed in white satin under
f lace, with long-stemmed Jacquemi-
her corsage. Mason thought of the
rers he had seen on the old library

a conceited man, and was wholly
br the recognition she instantly be-
eautiful, blushing face. He pressed
rave him with a silent freemasonry,
ous. smile finished the disastrous
>gun long before. Half an hour
t to flight all rivals and monopo-
v. Some particulars of her ro-
ce he had from her own lips in a

I, “the little desk in the library
e tea service in the living room
nocturnal luncheons. . I have
se quiet hours of undisturbed
t too tired. Sleep would not
ly in grandma’s cell, and an
Iy pretty desk was a soothing
know that we are having the
nnd refurnished ? My mother
bend the summer there, and
any to try and rid the house
n.  Will you come and cook
tehen again ? I promise you

Y
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I will come, you may be assured. Some time
I will make a confession to you, and you must
forgive me.”

The confession came late in the summer, when
Mason lingered after all the other guests had
gone. It came in the little rose-covered porch
that skillful carpenters had resuscitated without
injuring. the vines in the least, and with the
radiance of moonlight that made forgiveness an
easy matter.

““ You have not told me yet that you are sorry,”
suid Lilian, when it was too late to recall her
granted pardon. He bent and touched her shin-
ing hair with his lips.

“I am not sorry,” he said, defiantly. I was
never sorry that I saw the world’s most famous
pictures, when I was abroad. * Why should I re-
gret seeing the fairest picture in all the world ?
What I ask forgiveness for is the sin of omis-
sion.”

She looked up quickly into his splendid, burn-
ing eyes.

“1 do not understand.”

“ You know,” le explained, ¢ when the Prince
in the fairy tale awakened the Sleeping Beauty
from her hundred years’ nap he kissed her lips,
and she awoke—and loved him. Give me again
that golden opportunity, my darling.”

She lifted her face, and he kissed the sweet lips
passionately. Then she put her arm confidingly
about his neck.

“I am awake,” she whispered, *“and—I love
you—my Prince.”

MILLAIS'S EIRST  SALE.

ais sold his

picture. When,

was in no hurry to finish the
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