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County Treasurer Gurley

Star-Telegram Courthouse Writer
Eighty-two-year-old Bill Gurley
stretched back in his chair, slowly pull-

ing a Tareyton from his pocket.
A pensive look came over his face.
He had just been asked to recount the

various jobs he has held throughout his -

career, and he wasn'’t sure he was equal
to the task.

But, more than a half hour later, Gur-
ley had recounted them all, or at least all
he could remember — traveling sales-
man for an oil company, grocer, cotton
farmer, drive-in restaurant operator,
store bookkeeper, driving instructor,
road construction worker, oil field rough-
neck, sheriff’s deputy, auto garage man-
ager, car parts salesman and hog raiser.

Probably few who know Gurley realize
he has had sucha varied career, because
they have known him for more than 30

years hy only. one position—Tarrant -

County treasurer.
*¥ * =%

" WHEN GURLEY retires from the

treasurer’s position at the end of the
year, he will have completed 32 years in
the job. And he will have rung up 42
years’ employment with the county.
Gurley’s been treasurer so long, he at
first couldn’t remember how many
terms he’s served. But after consider-
able calculation, he figured that he’s now
completing his 10th term, a record that
only a handful of elected officials in coun-
ty history can claim.
. In’all those years, Gurley was in ru-
noffs: only twice.

en asked what he’s proudest about
in his years of service, he inevitably

_poins to one thing: “Of all the money
I've |handled as treasurer,” he said,

“there’s not been one dime that’s been
unaccounted for in any way. And I've
handled millions of dollars.”

He’s almost equally proud of two other

—StarTeIegram Photo :
BILL GURLEY

accomplishments — his role in helping
form a county credit union and in helping
to get state law changed so that elected
officials servafour-year terms instead of
having to run for office every two years.
He said the credit uniori has given
county employees a reliable, low-cost

means of obtaining loans — something

" they didn’t always have in past decades,

particularly during the Depression.
A * % %

“THAT CREDIT UNION is one of the
finest things ever done for the county,”
Gurley said. “When we were getting that
thing organized, the loan sharks around
here had about half the county employ-
ees under their thumbs.”

began taking steps to eliminate another
problem. Because county officials were
elected everytwo years, they were faced
with repeated campaigning, which took
away time from their duties as office-
holders.

Gurley helped organize elected offi-
cials from across the state into a group
that eventually was to successfully prod
the legislature into changing the lengths
of terms to four years. This group was
the forerunner of the Texas Associatio:
of Counties. :

Gurley also organized the Texas Asso-
ciation of County Treasurers and be-
came its first president.

Although his mind still is generally
sharp, Gurley admittedly has slowed his
pace in recent years and is ready for
retirement.
] * % %

“THERE JUST COMES a time when I
think a man ought to stepdown,’’ he said.
“When you reach 80, you can’t be sure
how much time you've got left.”

A widower for many years (his wife,
Ivean, died in 1929}, he seems uncertain
about what he will da in retirement. He
still plays dominoes and cards, but has
given up the more active pursuits of hunt-
ing and fishing. : 3

“I guess I'll just do whatever comes
naturally,” he shrugs, adding that he has |
“many friends” to help him while away
his time.

He says he has one remaining mission

_ to accomplish in his treasurer’s job — to

see that the transition to a new treasurer
is as wrinkle-free as possible.

“I’ll be glad for the new manto come in
inNovember (following the general elec-
tion) and I'll tell him everything I know
about this offfice,” Gurley said. ‘‘I want
to make the transition as smooth as I can
— so smooth you won't éven be able to

_ tell there’s been a change of hands.’F
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Prosecutor may be ace

ut he has a

By JOHN MAKEIG
_Star-Telegram Courthouse Writer
Some wag in the district attorney’s office taped ﬁve
drawmgs of airplanes to prosecutor Jack Strickland’s
‘office door Friday as a joke.
They were arranged there in a neat row, just like they
--might appear beside the cockpit of a fighter pilot’s plane
7in recognition of five “kills” of enemy aircraft.
« Five kills make the pilot an “‘ace,” and that is what
“Strickland is, in a sense.

f‘ Strickland hastried five capital murder cases. And all
five defendants — Billy Joe Battie, Kenneth Granviel,
Woodie Loudres, Charlie Brooks Jr. and Henry Mar-
tinez Porter — are awaiting execution on death row in
Huntsville.

The fifth case, involving Loudres, ended in a death
sentence Thursday, which prompted the array of alr-
planes on Strickland’s door.

* % 3

PROBABLY no other prosecutor in Texas can make
that claim. At least, none who has been prosecuting
defendants under the capital murder provisions of the
1974 Texas Penal Code. And definitely none with-only
four years experience as a prosecutor.

And — stranger still — there may be no other prosecu- :

- tor with an equivalent record who would claim to be so
- fundamentally opposed to the death penalty. You
couldn’t describe Strickland as an outright pacifist, but

the word comes to mind in discussing the death penalty .

with him.
“I'm not convinced it’s the best solution,” Strickland

said. “What we’re faced with now is death or life in'the
penitentiary, which canbe servedinaslittle as 10years.

‘It seems to me that if we consider, for certain cate-
gories of crimes, a maximum-security life imprison-
ment without any possibility of parole, that might be a
more humane alternative.”

¢ x % %

SUCH SENTIMENTS might fail to impress Battie,

eart, too

Granvnel Loudres Brooks and Porter, but they add
depthto the aggressive young assist ant DA who dislikes
guns, hopes some alternative to the death penalty arises
and who spent histime as a Navypilot fearful he might
b_ave to drop napalm on someone.

- For additional perspective, consider what other law-
yers say about him,

“He’s just like a cute, little wire-haired terrier — who,
bites,” another assistant DA said.

“Jackisthe meanest prosecutorinthe state,” defense
attorney Hulen Brown of Jacksonville chided during a
recent trial in which Brown’s client pleaded self defense
in a fatal shooting and was acquitted. ‘‘He’s the only
prosecutor in the state who .would try this case.”

* %

“NOT EVERY prosecutor likes to try capital murder
cases just for the fun and intrigue of trying them, like
Strickland does,’ said another member of District At-
torney Tim Curry’s staff.

Strickland, 34, expresses great reluctance about using
fun-and-games terminology in describing anything so
sobering as trying someone for murder, but the
“intrigue’” concept seems more than apt.

In the Loudres trial, for example, he ended seven
weeksof jury selection by pickinga manwho “looked us
right in the eye and said, ‘Idon’t believe I could give the
death penalty .

“When we told people we had a man on the jury who
didn’t believe in the death penalty, they looked at us like
we were mad. But in the end I think he turned out to be a
strong state’s juror.”

Strickland evidently made anideal choice in that man
— the jury deliberated only 20 minutes during the trial’s
punishment phase before returning a unanimous ver-
dict to send.Loudres to death row.

* * *»

AND STRICKLAND seems to like it when defense

~Star-Telegram Photo

JACK STRICKLAND...DA's ace prosecutor.

attorneys try to object to his contentions, entangle him
innebulouslegal arguments or draw himinto controver-
sies with a judge.

On his feet in the courtroom, Strickland is clever, and
his quick, sarcastic wit makes strong points with juries. .

But when the frial is over, Strickland accepts victory
with humility.

“I’mnot doing this to build a recordor to have a good
time,” Strickland said. “It’s exhausting and it’s some-
thing that I take absolutely no satisfaction in doing. I
only take pride in doing good legal work and doing the
job I'think the district attorney’s office should do.”
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- Adult Probafion Office Plans

- Major Changes in September

By MARVIN GARRETT

Sweeping changes beginning in
September will update the Tarrant
County Adult Probation Office, with
better salaries and smaller case loads
in sight for the officers.

Money that will come to the coun-
ty from a $19 million federal-state
appropriation will make the updating
possible. To get a share of the money
local probation offices must adopt
new standards.

T.S. Walls, former Fort Worth
police chief who now is the county
adult probation officer in charge,
told The News-Tribune not all the
changes can begin at once but the
ball will begin rolling in September. -

The State Adult Probation Com-
mission was authorized to spearhead
the changes by the 65th Legislature
and is receiving $19 million to
distribute to local departments
meeting the higher standards.

®* % %

THE STANDARDS are not man-
datory. The commission is encourag-
ing their adoption through financial
incentive.

“We really have no choice in adopt- -
ing the standards,” Walls said. “If
we are going to get the money, we
must meet the standards.”

One of the requirements to be met,
Walls points out, is that case loads
for each probation officer must be
reduced from 200 to 100 cases. That
means that the Tarrant office will
have to hire more workers.

The local probation office has 37
workers including clerical help and
26 probation officers including
Walls.

The office will be given time to
reduce its case load. The load must
not exceed 200 by Jan. 1, 1979, not
more than 150 cases as of June 1,
1979, and must be down to a 100 case
load by Jan. 1, 1980.

Under the new regulations, proba-
tion officers must have 20 hours of
professional training each year. They
will be ericouraged to join profes-
sional organizations.

* % %

“WHEN WE HAVE the case load |
down to 100 for each officer,”” Walls
said, “‘we can do a better job. It’s dif-
ficult for an officer to know 200 peo-
ple and keep up with them, but you
get to know the bad ones that give
trouble!”’

The new guidelines set the beginn-
ing salary for a probation officer at
$13,600. Use of a personal
automobile on official business, paid
from judicial district funds, should
not be less than the state allowance
per mile, the guidelines state. !

In a cooperative effort, the local
probation department will be ex-
pected to help provide programs for
probationers not available from
other sources, including employ-

‘ment, seducation, physical and men-

tal health treatment and counseling.

The department will be expected to . .

take a part in local planning and con-
sider changes in cultural and socio-
economic conditions. Under the new
rules, even the victims of crime will
be considered. Probation officers are
asked to recognize the rights of
crime victims and try to collect

| Genelle Maddox

restitution ‘“‘where applicable.”

There are many rules and regula-
tions to be put into effect, Walls said,
indicating that it may be a long time
before all standards are met so that
all funds due the office can be receiv-
ed.

* % »

BUT AS STANDARDS are
gradually met, Walls says, changes
will bring improvements.

Local offices, Walls said, were con-
tacted before the guidelines were set.

Probation officers will need more
know-how, as rules call for “profes-
sional competence,” but there will be
benefits any probation officer should
enjoy.

Take the rule of ‘‘minimum
facilities,” for example. It states that
each officer should have a private of-
fice available for interviewing and
counseling. “It should have the
necessary lighting, air conditioning,
telephone, furniture, equipment,
privacy and decor to provide and pro-
mote professional conduct and the
establishment of good rapport with a
probationer,” according to the
guidelines.

o

Runs Office
| For Association

Genelle Maddox has been
executive secretary for the
Fort Worth Association of
Life Underwriters for six
years.

As the association’s only
| fulltime employee, she coor-
dinates activities that include
various civic projects, keeping
an eye on legislation impro-
tant to the life insurance in-
dustry and responding to com-
munications concerning the
|| association.

The association has a continu-
ing business practices commit-
tee to answer questions about
life insurance and to maintain
high standards for agents.
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Boorman Serves Lawyers Here
— And Helps Train Rookies, Too

By MADELINE WILLIAMS
In the world of service industries
here, Tarrant County Clerk Jim
Boorman operates one the biggest,
one of the financially soundest and

one of the most important to the .

legal profession.

Not only does Boorman keep the
records of the county’s 18 district
courts—he and his clerks do a pretty
good job of teaching young lawyers
how to practice law in this county.

“They learn the fundamentals in
law school,” Boorman said of the
crop of new lawyers that come to his
office for the first time each year,
“but they have to learn to practice
law where they live.

“Most of these court clerks are
kind .of like mother hens to these
young lawyers when they come up
here real scared with their first cases.
These court clerks are pretty good
lawyers themselves, and they help
these beginners a lot, showing them
how to do things and helping them
with the routine.”

As the registrar of the courts,
Boorman also is custodian of $8
million to $10 million paid into the
registry.

Included is 1,682,000 paid to
Boorman pending the outcome of the
Priscilla and Cullen Davis divorce.

“I just had to go down and borrow
$375,000 against that $1,682,000

and paid it to them so they could pay
their income tax,” Boorman said.
“That’s the first time I ever borrow-
ed $375,000. In fact, I've never bor-
rowed $75,000 before in my life.”

i * % =%

RECOGNIZED FOR his integrity

' and honesty, Boorman keeps strict
records that reflect his healthy
regard for money—especially the
taxpayer’s. -

The money posted with him for
bonds, as well as the money received
in forfeits, fines and fees, is put to
work immediately earning interest.

. “It’'s all in CD.’s or interest-
bearing accounts unless it is a

J.W. Boorman

straight pay out in a few days,” he
said. “When I get $200,000 or more I
get a Treasury Bill.”

He invests the money on deposit
pending outcome of civil suits and
turns the interest over to the winner.

“We used to be able to keep it for
the county until the Supreme Court
ruled it goes to the winner of the
suit,” he said. “That was a case
where the interest had accumulated
to about a million dollars. But since
we have the authority to invest the
money, we do it and let it earn some
interest for the recipient.”

* % %

BOORMAN’S STANDING is so
high with the legal profession as well
as all the other taxpayers that he
never draws an opponent at re-
election time.

He was chosen by the Tarrant
County Executive Committee from a
field of about 15 applicants to repre-
sent the party on the November,
1970, ballot after the death of
District Clerk George Johnson.

At that time he said to the precinct
chairmen: “I'm not going to tell you
that I’m the best qualified person in
the county to be district clerk. I
think I'm the best qualified of those
who are seeking the office. But if you
think another person is more
qualified than I am, I am a student of
good government just as you are and
I suggest you appoint that person.”

The executive committee put his
name on the ballot. He was elected
and sworn in Jan. 1, 1971. He ran
unopposed for re-election in 1974 and
again this year.

Before that—from 1957—he had
served as justice of the peace for
‘Precinct 1, Place 2, an office to which
he was appointed April 8, 1957, to

succeed R.S. (Dick) Calloway. He ran

unopposed then for JP, just as he

has run unopposed for district clerk.
* % *

WHEN HE TOOK OVER as
district clerk, he put the office on a
cash basis, to the distress of some of
his supporters.

“The lawyers will never stand for
this,” he was told. Attorneys had
been ‘“‘charging” their filing fees for
some time, and there was a stack of
unpaid and uncollectible invoices.

“Why not?’’ was Boorman'’s simple
reply. “We're just following the law.
The law says the fees are due and
payable when the suit is filed.”

. The lawyers accepted his policy,
and many serve on his steering com-
mittee.

Recently a woman filing a “‘pro se”
divorce asked him to take her per-
sonal check for the fees, and he refus-
ed. When she complained, he told her
that accepting personal checks was a
privilege he did not have to extend.
She protested that she had seen him
accept a lawyer’s personal check.

“That’s right,” he told her, “but I
can get his license if his check
bounces.”

* ¥ *»

DESPITE BEING hard-nosed
about money, Boorman is amiable
and friendly—one of the best-liked of-
ficials in the county. He oversees a
staff of 57 with a fatherly efficiency.
And always he stresses service.

“Service is all we have to sell,” he
told The News-Tribune in an inter-
view this week. “That’s what we
have to give in return for our pay,
and if we don’t give service, there’s
no reason for us being here.”

Frequently he gets a letter of ap-
preciation from an attorney, and that
pleases him. Just recently a Dallas

Continued on Page 14

. &
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District Clerk
Says Public

Comes First

Continued from Page 12
attorney told him: “You run the
most courteous and efficient office I
have ever seen,” the lawyer said,
“and that includes my own district
clerk’s office in Dallas.”

Comments like that make you feel
good,” Boorman said.

Starting off on his 21st year as a
public  official, the big, affable:
district clerk said that one thought
guides him in his work: ‘‘This isn’t a_
lifetime appointment. If I don’t do
my job well, the voters can get rid of
me. And that’s what I tell my clerks.

. They don't owntheir jobs. We're
. here to serve and if we don’t do it,

]
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P1cmo guild auditions

By CLAIRE EYRICH

| Star-Telegram Writer

| It happens every spring. All over

| America, thousands of youngsters are

| caught up in a sudden frenzy of practice.

' It is National Guild of Piano Teachers
auditions time.

It is not a competition. It is merely a
chance to be “adjudicated” by a musi-
cian of top repute who listens, judges and

- annotates, making a written report and
commentary to be seen /by the pupil and

| hisparents. Awards foruxebest perform-
ersare included in the guild’s system.

Fifty music teachers in Fort Worth
participate in the annual springtime
guild auditions, with pupils playing in a
six-weeks’ session that will end June 8.

|
|

London-born pianist Rodney Hoare of
San Antonio is adjudicator in Fort Worth.

rford is cochairman. The public is
invited to drop in on any part of the all-
day music program in Broadway Baptist
Church, Peter Smith St. entrance.

DR. IRL ALLISON of Austin and the
late Mrs. Grace Ward Lankford of the
VanCliburn International Piano Festival
co-founded the National Guild of Piano
Teachers Auditions in 1929 as part of a
program to upgrade the standard of ex-
cellence of the private piano, teacher.

Now, almost 50 years later, the guild
auditions take place in every state of the
union, with more than 90,000 young peo-
ple performing each spring, a unique
success story in the teaching world.

The National Guild of Piano Teachers,
sponsors of the auditions, incidentally,
were original sponsors of the Van Cliburn
competiton with Fort Worth Piano
Teachers Forum, and continue to serve
on the list of sponsors of the Cliburn com-
petition.

* % »

| HOARE, WHO HAS been active in the
' music world in the United States for the
past 25 years and has lived in San Antonio
for 23 years, is a former pupil of Sir Os-
borne Peasgood, who was organist at
London’s Westminister Abbey. He stud-
ied with his uncle, Edric Cundell of
London’s Guildhall School of Music and
Drama, and attended piano classes
taught by Alfred Cortot at the Ecole Nor-
rmle in Parxs He studled with a number

| Mrs. Helen Joyce West is chairman for.
| Fort Worth division and Miss Maureen

Rl L e B e e

keyed to students

i
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Mrs. Helen Joyce West and Rodney Hoare. . . all

over America, pianos are busy.

of British teachers of piano, theory and
composition and was the last pupil of To-
bias Matthay.

He taught piano at the Charterhouse
School, was director of musi¢ at Ab-
botsholme School in Derbyshire and at
Malvern College. With his mother, Mrs.
Leonard Wells, in conjunction with
Dame Myra Hess, he organized the
Guildford Lunch Hour Concerts, similar
to the National Gallery lunch hour con-
certs.

An RAF pilot in World War II, he stud-
ied at the Royal Academy of Art—Stage
prior to coming to this country. For 10
years he was presented in his own musi-
cal talk show on radio in San Antanio. His
program was named by RCA as one of

the three top broadcasts of classical mu-
sicand commentary in the United States.

* %

HE HAS BEEN featured in classical
music programs and teaching demon-
strations on Educational TV (NET), and
lectures for workshops in this country
and in England on techniques of mental
and physical relaxation to improve
awareness and development of visual,
aural and rhythmic senses.

A few years ago he was chosentogive a
program on Chopin’s own Pleyel piano at
the chateau of George Sand at Nohant
near Chateaureaux, France. One of his |
best-known programs in England was an
all-Chopin piano recital, with readings |
from the letters of Chopin and Aurora '
mpm (George Sand)
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'Empath

By KAY HOLMQUIST
Star-Telegram Writer
(Third in a series)

Paul Cromwell Jr., director of juvenile
services at the Lynn W. Ross Juvenile
Center, has a lot of empathy for kids in
trouble. . . when he was a kid he ran
away from home.

Later he joined the service and, after
he saw the world sufficiently, he entered
college in his 20’s and became the first
graduate to receive a master’s degree in
criminal justice from Sam Houston State
University.

He came to Fort Worth 10 months ago
from the Texas Board of Pardons and
Paroles to head up the juvenile center
which constitutes the third largest de-
partment in the city.

* 0

HE THINKS THAT people in Fort
Worth are dead serious about supporting
services for juveniles.

*There are activist groups and that’s
important.

“Because of community interest, the
juvenile board and commissioners court
have a commitment. We can all work
together, and there’s very little they
won'’t try as long as we’re responsible.
This is a great place to grow in, and

i

|

1

several areas across the city, incl{fuding
the Trinity Valley Mental Health N flental
Retardation Authority, is that the |tenter

| YOUTH IN
TROUBLE

and Cromwell says they easily could use
10 or 15 more persons on the staff, mainly
because the community has added three
new family courts.
* @

“OUR FAMILY COURT services have
been swamped,” said Cromwell. “The
rate of referrals from the police depart-

ds worker

iment to {he courts have leveled off in the
delinqueiicy area and climbed tremen-
dously in the family courts. Also there
have been 1,000 referrals out to status
offenders, We’ve improved the quality
and amouymt of services.”

““We only had 14 foster homes when I
got here d:nd there was a tremendous
need for chiild placement. Now we have

- 95 active fasster homes, having added 41

during the last 10 months.”
Juvenile ' services has several divi-

sions: | ' .

The child' support division disperses

/$13 million d¢)llars each year in child sup-

port checks. Family court, which has
overlapping 4 taff with the Department of
Human wees, investigates custody
cases. Also cd seworkers are involved at
this level in 41 child’s life, hoping that
preventive woirk will keep the child from

", entering the ct iminal justice system lat

er on
i ¢ & 9

THE FAMIL'? COURT division works

closely with the next one, the child place-

:ment division, th work out foster care,

either temporariy or longer, and to try to
keep the family’s: children together, per-

« haps by placing them in All Church or St.
' Theresa’s home. 'The old Tarrrant Coun-

Tum to Emnlat'hy on Page 2

section C

Paul Cromwell, director of ju'vem'ie services in Tarrant
County, feels a lot of rapport with youth and feels
that status_offenders should be kept out of the court system. ”é

svements for health deductible
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| Empathy aldSJuvenlleworker

Continued from Page 1

ty Home on E. Lancaster is no longer in
use. It was closed recently because it
took $15,000 a year to keep a child there.

There is a separate division for status
offenders, which this story will deal with,
which keeps them out of the courts, and
there is the probation department.

The children’s facilities comprises
three shelters: The Tarrant County
Youth Center at Lake Worth which soon
will be turned into a coeducational thera-
peutic community for 26 children (it now
has 16 beds) ; emergency shelter with 14
beds now run on the campus of the old
Tarrant County Home and the emergen-
cy group home for six children operated
at Lake Benbrook for non-delinguent
children from infancy to age 12.

The last division of the center is the
Juvenile Detention Center where chil-
dren who are being adjudicated are
housed briefly until they go to their as-
signed place. {

® ®

THE NUMBER OF STATUS offenders
—children who commit offenses, such as
truancy or running away, which are not
“crimes” for adults — is increasing in
Tarrant County, said Cromwell

‘“These are growing by leaps and
bounds,” he said. “We hope our interven-
tion helps. If they are having problems in
school or at home, we accept referrals
from parents.

“We get some criticism here. Under
the law, this is a volunteer program. The

~ parents and child must agree to our ser-
vices and most of them do.

“If a child is running away from home
or staying out of school, we don’t feel
these are fit matters for the courts. We
deal with them outside the structure of
the court. The police frequently criticise,
saying ‘This kid is always getting into

Paul Cromwell Jr.

trouble.’ Of course he runs away and the
police are the ones who are called.

“It's amazing how many parents call
and say ‘Come get this kid and lock him
up.’ We had a father come out here and
padlock a kid to the fence with a note that
he was ours.

® ® 9

“WE ARE NOT IN THE business of
raising other people’s kids, but we had to
get the bolt-cutters and cut a 12-year old
child off the fence. He was hostile and
traumatized and the father wasn't emo-
tionally equipped to cope with him, but
we feel the parents have some responsi-
bility, too. There is an attitude on the part
of some parents that ‘If we can't cope,
the government can’ and some status of-
fenders can be as difficult as delinquents.

“We are mandated by federal ‘law
de-institutionalize status offenders
take them out of the courts by 1380
any state which doesn’t do it will

““Under state law we can file :xgamst

child as a *child in need of supe:rvision.
The federal law doesn’t say not.'to
them through the courts, = . thisisal
cal philosophy that they d)n’t. belong i
court. So we deal with a fornmal

for help and services, and we do ha
extensive services. i J

“l‘lnygetfanﬁlymenm.indl
al counseling, the caseworluers visit
kids once a week. Twenty jpublic
teachers work with us two nights a

tutonngmsmaugrmpsormdivuhmn

“We offer extensive plarement for
tus offenders if it’s really apparent
are ready to blow their hliome situati
That's where spend our LEAA money.
We buy clothes for kids w#ho are
togotoschool because of their clothes.

* & @

“LAST YEAR WE renlized that when
school was out we would lose contact
with the status offender, so we started a
summer recreation pirogram. We had
about 150 kids and the program operated
five days a week with sports and arts and
crafts, It was totally recreational tokeep
them off the streets,

*“This year we willl add some
Wewmconnnuethetutonng
the summer and in @ooperation with the

National Motorcycle Safety Foundation

motorcycle safety program over a six-
week period,” he said. There will be
some civilians and three Euless police-
men, Rick Griffin, Joe Scott and Jay
Heilman, who will be instructors in the

ALL OF THE PROGRAMS through the
juvenile center are coed, said Cromwell,

| including the Juvenile Detention Center,

which has room for 13 boys and 13 girls.
| One of the main tenets of dealing with all
the youngsters, both at home and at
school, is to throw them in contact with
role models. Caseworkers who deal with
status offenders are young, athletically
inclined and really get involved in the
kids, he said.

In addition to other programs, Crom-
well has one which he thinks may be
. unique in the nation: Explorer Post 555,
composedofboysandglrlsonprohation
for delinquent behavior in Tarrant Coun-
ty but who are not institutionalized.

Soon the Post will go to Philmont .

Ranch, a Scout ranch in New Mexico, for
two weeks during which they will climb a
13,000-foot peak. Cromwell is their climb-
ing instructor. .

“I'm an old rock hound and white wa-
ter canoeist,” he said. The wilderness
program is labeled the “High Adven-
ture” program.
“Some of these kids haven’t been off
the streets and we’ve taken them and
dangled them 200 feet off a cliff, taken
canoe trips in the dead of winter on the
Brazos River and white water
on the Guadalupe River. We picked the
kids who were having the most problems
and started the Post last \
Once they’ve dangled off a mountain, it’s
kind of hard to match that feeling by
going out and getting drunk.”
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Some lose their shirts, but a lostskirt?

By DONNA DAROVICH
Star-Telegram Writer

The excitement of the fans about the Texas
Rangers may be more feverish than anyone imag-
ines.

For instance, Arlington Stadium manager
Wayne Wade's lost and found department got a
call one recent morning from a woman who said
she had been at a game there the night before and
had lost her blouse.

The week before, stadium attendents found a
crutch in the stands.

“‘Someone even left a big, folding up baby’s bed
here one night,” Wade said. “‘We found it out by
the concession stand.”’

The crew that cleans up the stands also have
found dentures, diamond rings and watches that
jubilent fans have dropped.

“Once this season we heard from a man who
said he remembered being so excited on a play
that he jumped up and threw his hands in the air,
sending his expensive watch soaring into the
crowd,”” Wade said. “‘But we couldn’t find that
one."

* & @

ARLINGTON STADIUM, HOWEVER isn't the
only place visitors absent-mindedly leave things.

The Tarrant County Convention Center for
some time had an unclaimed tuba someone had
left in the arena, and the downtown library once
turned up some golf bails someone had left there.

Shoes and socks are often left behind too, li-
brary personnel said.

Fred Hagen of the Federal Protection Service,
which handles lost and found items in the federal

~Star-Telegram Photo
MARY WOODFIN . . . at Convention Center

building, said most of the articles that come
through are ‘‘very ordinary,” although an $8,000
lady’s ring once was found in a washroom, as was
a man’s billfold with $500 cash in it.

Hagen said he also has a green skirt someone
left there (maybe the woman who lost her blouse
in Arlington)

The county courthouse lost and found, however,
indicated that few visitors leave much. Several

gloves and a Whataburger bag (empty) are the
only items currently on hand.

*

BUT CITRAN BUS COMPANY PBX operator
Dorothy Lampkin, who helps within the lost and
found department, said bus riders leave a variety
of items when they disembark.

The Citran lost and found currently has a sack-
ful of ladies’ underpants, Bibles, flutes, false teeth
and a can of tropical punch.

The recent Colonial Golf Tournament also nett-
ed Citran a number of small, folding chairs which
tourney observers left on buses.

Wayne Fry of the Yellow Cab Co. said taxi
riders usually just leave articles of clothing, such
as sweaters and coats, but he said he also has
found dentures and crutches left in back seats.

Someone recently left a wig in one of the yellow
cabs, and among the several canes on hand, there
is a blind person’s white cane.

Personnel in most lost and found departments
said items are kept for about 30 days and then, if
unclaimed, turned in to Goodwill or the Salvation
Army.

But personnel at Arlington Stadium probably
are hoping the lady who lost her blouse will claim
it so they keep an eye out for her as long as Ranger
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SHINING EXAMPLE. . . Cornelius Mills

He brushes 'em
up on what
others think

. By JACK Z. SMITH
¢ Star-Telegram Writer ’ LA

To Tarrant County commissioners, Cornelius Mills is
a one-man Gallup Poll. .

To sports nuts,pMjlls is a walking, talking baseball
encyclopedia who can tell you that Mel Ott hit 511 home
runs in his career, or that Johnny Podres was the win-
ning pitcher in the seventh game of the 1955 World
Series. ; :

To county courthouse employees, Mills, 71, is the man
to see when they want a topnotch, 50-cent shoe shine.

Mills gets an average tip of a quarter per shine, and
Shines only 10 to 20 pairs per day, so he obviously is not

_doing it for the money.

““This is more or less just a hobby,”” he said. “I just

“like to come down here and talk baseball, football, the

Bible and polities.”
From his vantage point in the basement of the court-

- house, Mills catches large volumes of gossip. When

county commissioners want an idea of what courthouse

. employees think of their decisions, they can get a clear

picture from Mills.
A R |

COMMISSIONER Lyn Gregory said Mills “can pretty
well give you an idea what the whole courthouse is
thinking. He can tell you whether the people who work
there like what we’re doing or not. s

“If they don't like something we did, Cornelius gener-
ally won't be as eager to talk about it.”

Millsis one of the first to hear of humorous courthouse
happenings. In fact, he knows some good stories on the

|

commissioners. including Gregory, a prime customer, . .

Mills said, “but Mr. Gregory came down here one day
wiﬁh a brown shoe on one foot and a black shot on the
other.

“I said, ‘Look here, Mr. Gregory, you got a little
mixed up this morning.”” _

Mills will discuss just about any subject with anybody,
but he draws the line in one area,

¥ * =%

“I DON'T talk politics’ with the judges,” said the
| longtime Democratic Party worker, “because they
know a little more than me about it.”

Mills has another conversational rule — if asked his
opinion on something, he gives a frank answer, even if
he knows the customer won't like it.

“If a guy asks me a question, I'm going to give him an
answer on it,”” he said. “Like when the Fort Worth
schools were being integrated, some white man would
ask me what I thought about that.

“I'would just say what I thought. I told them I thought
it was good, because the black kids would be studying
from the same books and taking the same subjects as
the white kids.”

While Mills has attracted limited notoriety as a shoe
shine man, he is best known for his wide-ranging knowl-
edge of sports.

x % »

. HEHASBEEN2a near-fanatical baseball fan since the
age of 13, growing up in Wichita Falls. Unable to afford
game tickets, he watched through the peepholes in a
f?ncedas the hometown Spudders of the Texas League
played. e

He became known to Fort Worth and Dallas sports
fans in 1971, making football predictions on the air for
'KXAS-TV.

The format was unusual. Sportscaster Boyd Matson
would be shown getting a shoe shine from Mills, and the
two would be talking football. Mills would make his
. Predictions. The pair once reversed roles, with Matson
| shining Mills’ shoes. .

[ Mllls had a record that would make Jimmy the Greek
| envious.

| “I was reading up on it all and doing some good
guesswork,”” he said. “I picked 12 out of 13 bowl games

| right and picked the Cowboys to go all the way.” (He

| Wasright, the Cowboys winning their first Super Bowl. ).
1 ® % ¥

\ THE SHOW eventually was canceled because of pro-
tests by blacks who did not like 2 black man shining a
white man’s shoes on television.

Mills, the son of a sharecropper, as a boy never envi-
sioned he would receive such attention.

He was born on a small farm near Cawthorn in South-
east Texas, delivered by a midwife. His family eventy-
ally moved to North Texas, Even in his early teens he
was working after school to help his family, but he stil]
managed to graduate from I.M. Terrell High School in
Fort Worth in 1925

He has held numerous jobs in his life. His most
pleasurable work was “bird-dogging” for the Pitts-
burgh Pirates, he said, Bird-dogging is the baseball
equivalent of working as a talent scout in the movie
industry. Mills, a good amateur baseball player, would
keep his eyes out for young players in this area who
might be major league material.

* % %

ASKED WHICH of his jobs he liked the least, the
father of 12 quickly recalls the four years he spent
‘working at the Swift and Co. meat packing plant as a
young man. He worked in a cooler at the slaughtering
house, and he blames the frigid conditions for the
arthritis that plagues him today, '

“It was killing cattle and men, too,” he said.

In addition to his shoe shine job, Mills has another
interest now. He’s a deacon in the Mount Gilead Baptist
Church. That resgonsibility has forced him to give up
other interests, he said.

“'Tused to be a pretty good dominoes player,” he said.

ut when I became a deacon, I had to give up all those
worldly things.” i

i
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Griffin Says County-Wide
Ambulance System Coming

By BOB SONDEREGGER “If you could find an accurate
It is a generally recognized fact count of the number of DOAs (dead
that a Fort Worth resident who pays on arrival at hospitals) and response
for a_tog-grade ambulance system times all these figures added
could be in grave peril if emergency together might mean something,”’
aid is needed in some areas of Tar- Moore said.

rant County.

L A

“If a Fort Worth resident goes to
some other area and has an accident,
he may be in trouble,”’ says
Assistant City Manager J ohn
Thompson, who oversees ambulance
operations.

1t is for that reason that Thomp-
son says Fort Worth is interested in
a county-wide ambulance system.
But without outside help, Fort
Worth “can’t afford to provide ser-
vice to the entire county,” Thompson
says. . :

Thompson says Ray Crowder Am-
bulance Co., the carrier that has a
contract with the city, is prohibited
by the agreement from making runs
outside the city.

“That’s not to say they won’t make
a call close to the city limits or where
there is some question as to the
boundary,” Thompson said. “But we
won’t make a call in deep Tarrant
County.” :
* % »

COMMISSIONER B.D. Griffin
says a county-wide system is the on-
ly way to go. “‘I think logic will win
out and at some point we will have a
county-wide system.” -

He says Fort Worth has problems
with its present system. ‘“They have
boundaries that stretch almost to
the county line in all directions,”
Griffin said.

“The commissioner also said more
money is being spent on ambulance
service now than would be spent on a
coordinated system. ‘‘At present
there are 50 ambulances of some
form or another,” Griffin said. “This

\
l

=

| system.

Couhty in some three years of ex-
istence.

i

" B.D. Griffin

THE MUCH-DISCUSSED pro-
blem has offered a host of solutions
to cover the overall situation but so
far each city has acted or not acted.
independently.

«Ambulance service is a city
ponsibility and should be handled
the cities,” says County Commis-

sloner Dick Andersen, an outspoken
opponent of a county ambulance

«“Because there are 37 cities in Tar-
rant County, the county creates the
only logical ‘arena for complete
coverage,” says Marvin Moore of
Trinity Emergency Medical Services,
Inc., a federally-financed organiza-
tion which has provided $377,3565 for

could not legally raise

TRINITY EMS contends that
emergency medical care has been
upgraded greatly since it was placed
in existence to serve Tarrant and
seven other counties.

It points to the fact that most am-
bulances in the county can contact
hospitals by radio, that the number
of emergency medical technicians
and paramedics has increased great-
ly and that there has been a reduc-
tion percentagewise in deaths due to
heart attacks and strokes and traffic

accidents.

“QOur records prove there are peo-
ple living who would have been dead
without that equipment,” said Dr.
James W. Finney, Trinity Systems
director.

Andersen says the cost of a
county-wide system is about $3
million annually and the county
its tax rate
enough to bring in that kind of
revenue.

He calls county-wide ambulance
" 'service a “‘$3 million plum” and adds,
1 can’t blame some people from go-
ing to a lot of effort to try to get it.”

He charged that some ambulance
companies are refusing to run in
areas without subsidies “just to
| make us put out $3 million.

“Jt’s simply not a county respon-
sibility,”” Andersen continued.
“County government does not have

emergency medical care in Tarrant

“I'm not saying that one system is

ofdinance-making authority. A coun-
ty system would be'a hell of a good
deal for someone.”

He said he doesn’t see why Fort
Worth doesn’t answer calls near the

cost could be reduced if we had say || petter than
. ¥ another but there are | ! ity limits. “When they have a call
b e s coandinated: | | mote shitips Shag ok be clor g O placks from the city limits these
4 : are being done,” says Rommie Ter- le might live in Fort Worth )
Griffin said although the county || yell managing director of the Safety - fﬁ:f : Fmﬁ be ;2,;‘; t: Fort 5Vor:}rx

had set a tax rate this year enough
_surplus funds would be available to
implement a system. He said he
thought a county-wide system could
best be operated through the
Pospital district as an extension of
its medical and emergency services.

% % j

THE COUNTY is unique in the
fact that Fort Worth contains about
half the county’s population and Ar-
lington accounts for an additional 18
percent.

That leaves 35 municipalities and
unincorporated areas with about one

vary greatly in population, land area,

| place where Tarrant County is really
weak compared with Dallas, Harris
and Bexar Counties,” Terrell said.

Council of Fort Worth and Tarrant
County.

be worth the expense of it and I
think we can save more lives.”

of the county’s 157 traffic deaths
| last year. Nine of the traffic deaths
were in areas served by the sheriff's

“That (ambulance service) is one

“It seems that saving lives would

® & %

FORT WORTH accounted for 93

While Fort Worth had 34 times as

to spend some money.”
®* % =
“MOORE SAID he would like to see

spent for ambulance service in the
county to determine how much more,
i if any,
| would cost.

an accurate figure on what is being

full ambulance coverage

County planner Jim Moore (no

relation) said a survey of cities in-’

dicates $3.8 million was spent on ser-

vice in the county last year

; together to

but ad-
mitted that figure is somewhat

third of the county’s population. department (unincorporated areas | misleading because in some cases in-
The 35 remaining cities, some com- | |and areas without fulltime police : e T
pletely surrounded by Fort Worth, departments). .come and expenses were added

what was

many accidents as investigated by
sheriff’s deputies, it had 23 times as _
many injuries and about 10 timesas | [ . o S S j
many deaths. ‘ 4

The ratio of deaths to traffic ac- ‘
cidents and deaths to injuries is
much higher in accidents in-
vestigated by sheriff’s deputies than
| by Fort Worth police. %

city services provided, tax base and [ j ;
ambulance service which ranges Do o
from that on a par with Fort Worth's
to none at all.

Fort Worth’s policy of not allowing
runs outside the city limits is.
generally regarded as an economic
fact of life. In some cases it is a mat-
ter of life and death.

* % ®
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e ad Stafford’s City Beat

The grocery supermarket is one of the great levelers of our

society. It takes more of our earnings than the government,

‘and it is more exciting than paying taxes. It's a great

democratic institution where we all pay the same high prices,
stand interminably in the lines at the check-out stands and
often have to push our own baskets to our cars on the parking

lot. There is another amenity many of us enjoy and that is the |
social element connected with a trip to the grocery store. It is |
the only chance we have to visit with old friends from the |
neighborhood. Were it not for the supermarket, our paths

would never cross.

Last week on one of the hottest days of the J uly heat wave, I
arrived on the store parking lot when the temperature must |

have been at the day’s peak. A couple with a basket loaded

with the fruits of a shopping expedition passed down the aisle |

between the parked cars. I recognized them as Judge and Mrs.
Charles W. Lindsey. I yelled at Mrs. Lindsey, ‘“Hey, Opal . .
where did you find that good-looking delivery boy?” “I
brought him with me,”’ she answered.

‘‘He’s about the classiest delivery boy I've seen in a while,”’ I
replied. Judge Lindsey chuckled as he started piling the loaded
sacks into the car.

Looking tanned and rested from a long vacation in New
England and Canada, Judge Lindsey, who presides over the
Criminal District Court No. 3, looked much too young to be
considering retirement in December, but that is his plan.

It’s hard to believe that he is approaching the mandatory
age of retirement. We knew Charles and Opal Lindsey when he

was a practicing attorney and long before he became a judge.

And a more genuine pair of people we have never known. Ask-
ed what he planned to do after retirement, he said he expected
to serve as a visiting judge wherever he would be needed.

On their trip, the Lindseys spent a great part of their time
visiting with their son Dr. Charles W. Lindsey Jr., a professor
of economics at Trinity College in Hartford, Conn. Dr. Lmdsey
is a specialist in the economics of developmg countries in Asia
and Afnca. and has spent much time in working with govern-
ments in those two areas. Knowing Charles and Opal as we do,
it is no surprise that their son has found a niche of service.
Charles has always preached that anyone who uses his God-

given abilities unselfishly will help make the world a better

place. The word preach in this case is not used lightly because
the judge has spent close to 20 years as a teacher in the church
school classes at Meadowbrook United Methodist Church. He
gave up regular teaching several years ago, but is still called

on often as a substitute.
® % %

- \,‘ Judge Charles W. Lindsey

GETS PIN—A 30-year

service pin was presented
this week to Mary
Frances Lopp, clerk of the
Tarrant County Court at
Law. County Clerk
Madrin Huffman made
the presentation.
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Owen saluted for service

Owen, are forad- A member of the director- at-large, se-
of ministering the IAAM since 1962, condvice'm'
County various programs for Owen has served the first - vice president
re-  the 800 - member pro- association as a dis- and as a member of ,
his fessional association. trict vice - president, a several committees. ;
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 Stewart plans to seek

Reed Stewart, 76, a veteran of 54 years
in Tarrant County government, said

Stewart, who will be 77 on Aug. 29, said
he has not had an opponent since 1956. He
has been tax assessor-collector nearly

:x’u.ummmmemm

Stewart said that ite his age, his
health is good, a condition he attributes
to “clean living."”

collector,
His only other job was during the 1930s

FywednS Y an Telegaon  Qvd S \ang

when he was a federal loyee doi
work for the Census Bmu »

He is now in his sixth four-vear term as
assessor and earlier was elected to four
two-year terms.

He said after winning re-election in
1976 that there has been only one tax
assessor witha r period of service.
While Stewart will have served 32 years
as assessor at the end of his current
term, he said another served 36.

Stewart's office has the responsibility
under state law of assessing and collect-
ing property taxes, as well as conducting
voter registration. The office was given
the responsibility of voter registration at
a time when a poll tax was levied on
voters.

Stewart said he has 167 regular county

working at the tax offices at

the courthouse and subcourthouses. He

said he also has about 40 federal job

training program employees under his
jurisdiction.

re-election
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‘Matronly mien belies energetic career of EvaBarnes

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 1978

Tarrant's first woman judge to retire Dec. 31 after lifefime in law

By JACK Z. SMITH
_Star-Telegram Courthouse Writer

Ifa movie company were auditioning for a trail-
blazing career woman, Eva Barnes would not
stand a chance.

With her old-fashioned hairdo and matronly
appearance, she quickly would be typecast into
grandmotherly roles,

However, she has been not only a successful
career woman, but a history-making one at that.

Now 68, she is in the twilight of alegal career in
which she became Tarrant County’s first woman
prosecutor and first woman district judge.

She will retire Dec. 31 after 16 years as judge of
the 322nd District Court, which hears family law
matters including divorce, child support and child
custody cases.

Her humble childhood gave little indication she
later would reach the lofty rank of judge.

She was born in Birmingham, England, in 1909,
one of six children of a struggling pharmacist
whose desire to be an Episcopal priest was
hampered by a severe stutter, Eventually, the
family moved to America, the father getting a
pastorate in Bangor, Maine.

* % %

DETERMINED TO get a better theological
educat}on, the father moved his family to Fort
Worthin 1923, so he could attend the Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary. Eva Barnes, then
Eva Bloore, was a wide-eyed 14. She remembers
the seminary as a setting for *“half-starving
preachers and their children.”

She quit high school at age 16 to work.

Her first job was unusual Famed Baptist
preacher J. Frank Norris of Fort Worth was
charged with the murder of D.E. Chipps, a crime
that attracted nationwide attention. Letters
poured in to Norris’ church from all over the
country, and Eva was hired at $10 a week to
answer them. Norris was acquitted in a spectacu-
lar trial,

Attorneys representing Norris had become im-
pressed by Eva’s quick mind and capacity for
hard work, and hired her as a secretary. Her pay
was “car fare and lunch money, " she recalled.

It was then that she fell inlove withthe law.

=1 e

l .ALMOST FROM the minute I walked into the
Sz\iwdofhce, I decided thisiswhat I would like,” she
“It was fascinating, interestin, exciting, all of
those things. It was intrieing fl ot find-
ing solutiﬂns to problegngsl.r"’g' SR i
.- Week nights after work, she attended the
?:WD-dtlelfunct Jefferson University School of Law
eamang, whe{e her 5foot, 113-pound frame
3 edherthe nickname “Little Eva.” In1931, at
gﬁ 22h she passed the state bar exam.
howir Opes for a legal career were hampered,
- ver, by twin factors: the fact that she was a
man, combined with the crunch of the Great

Depression. Even with the bar exam passed, she
continued to work as a legal secretary.

This was a dark time, a period that included a
brief, disastrous marriage to a young lawyer
whose strongest emotional attachment was to the
bottle. But she continued to work for law firms,
and became increasingly involved in legal re-
search of cases.

In the early 1940s, she married Marvin Barnes,
beginning a happy marriage that would last 30
years, until his death in 1972. Barnes was a rail-
road switchman and later operated a resort on
Eagle Mountain Lake.

* % %

SHE GOT HER big break in 1945, when newly
elected District Attorney Al Clyde asked her to
join his staff. She was the first woman prosecutor
Tarrant County ever had, and Clyde said he
thought she was the first in the state.

But Will Parker, Clyde’s first assistant, told
him he was making a big mistake by hiring a
*‘blankety-blank woman,” Mrs. Barnes recalled.

After working three months with Mrs. Barnes,
however, Parker acknowledged a change of
heart, saying that Clyde’s hiring of her was *the
best move he ever made.” ;

Her career soared. She gained valuable experi-
ence in domestic relations cases, giving her the
foundation that would qualify her for a judgeship.

She joined Clyde in private practice in 1949, and
was the chief attorney in a spectacular case in
which she defended a young man charged with the
murder of a TCU professor. The man was convict-
ed, but was released from prison on parole.

* ¥ %

MRS. BARNES achieved fame in the case, her

_closing argument to the jury even being broad-

cast on radio.

In 1962, she ran for judge. She whipped Clyde
Ashworth (now 67th District Court judge) in the
Democratic primary. The court to which she was
elected, Domestic Relations Court No. 1, later
became known as the 322nd District Court.

As magistrate of this “‘pots and pans court,”” she
hasheard literally hundreds of reasons why mar-
riages were not working out.

There was the woman who said she wanted a
divorce because her husband *'snores at night,
andthrows his arms around, and knocks me out.”’

There was the husband who said his young wife
wasa hypocondriac, continually complaining of a
new illness. He told the judge his 25-year-old
spouse ‘“‘thinks she’s going through the meno-
pause right now.”

And there was the wife who griped that her
husband insisted on their dog sleeping with them.
*I’'mnot about to sleep with any dog,”’ she told the
judge.

* * ¥

AND THERE HAVE been times when tempers
flared. Fort Worth attorney Cue Lipscomb re-
called the time a female client erupted after

Judge Barnes awarded custody of her childrento
the husband.

To show her discontent, the woman jumped to
her feet, yelled an obscenity, threw Lipscomb’s
legal pad across the courtroom, ran through the
courtroom’s swinging gate so hard she splintered
it and proceeded through another door scream-
ing, as the bailiff chased her, Judge Barnes threw
the woman in jail and fined her $100.

Three years later, the woman walked back into
Mrs. Barnes’ court to tell her she was sorry for
her outburst.

Mrs. Barnes became known for her individual
brand of justice in juvenile cases, such as the time
she ordered two boys to copy 15 chapters of Pro-
verbs, in hopes they would absorb some of the
wisdom of Solomon’s words.

Although elected to office four times, Mrs.
Barnes apparently does not rate well with some
lawyers. She admitted that she was hurt by the
1977 Star-Telegram bar poll results that showed
her with one of the lower rankings among the
district judges.

% * * %

A NUMBER OF lawyers questioned whether
she gave equal consideration to the opposite sides
inacase. Some said she tended to favor the wife in
a divorce case; others said she favored the hus-
band.

One lawyer who practiced in her court a num-
ber of years said, “I used to think Eva was pro-
woman. Now, I've come to think in the last few
years that she is pro-man.

“I've heard her say, ‘If a woman wants equal
rights, she should have equal responsibilities.” *’

However, this same lawyer said he thinks she
has been fair in the cases he has handled in her
court. “'I don’t ever feel like she’s done me any
favors, or dumped on me either,” he said.

Most lawyers contacted by the Star-Telegram
who have practiced regularly in her court had
much more praise than censure for her.

* % =

“I THINK SHE'S been a real good judge, veter-
an attorney Brantley Pringle said. *‘I have never
appealed a case from her court. I've lost cases
over there, but I never left there feeling shafted."”’

One criticism was that she is often led too much
by persuasive, silver-tongued lawyers, rather
than guided by the reading of the law. Another
said he had heard complaints that she postponed
decisions in cases for too long.

But Jerry Loftin, one of the county’s busiest
divorce lawyers, said he gives little weight to the
bar poll criticisms. Many of the complaining law-
yers probably have practiced little in her court-
room, he said. He termed Mrs. Barnes excellent
and labeled ridiculous the low rating she received
in the poll for *legal ability.”

“It’s real easy to be picky in those little anony-
mous bar polls,” he said.

Mrs. Barnes not only was disillusioned with the

bar poll, but also admitted to being disenchanted
with some new trends in family law. A complaint
is the ease with which Texas’ relatively new no-
fault divorce laws allows a couple to end a mar-
riage.

“glf it was a little harder to get a divorce,” she
said, “'they might work a little harder at reconcili-
ation, at saving their marriage.”

The most heartbreaking victims of broken mar-

tive in recent picture at right as in 1950s, left.

riages are the children, she said, citing the exam-
ple of the boy who, by age 7, had had three differ-
ent fathers.

“‘The children hardly know who they are and
who they belong to, with all the stepfathers and
stepmothers,”’ she said. “‘Naturally, they become
emotionally upset. The children are the ones who
pay the price.”
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CALADIUM EXPERT — Mrs. Minnie Locker of 3316 Ave. J has collect-
ed every caladium variety she can find and made a splashy display at
3: l::lme. She saves her bulbs from year to year by digging themup in

l.

Caladium bulbs

By PAT CASTILLON

Star-Telegram Garden Wriler

Caladiums kept alive through the tor-
rid summer are an investment in bulbs,
water and time worth saving, If leftin the
ground. the buibs will [reeze, or, at best,
come up next spring in only a halfhearted
wav

However, a gardener who digs and
stores the bulbs properly will have bulbs
ready to plant next year.

Mrs. Minnie Locker, who has been
growing caladiums at her home at 3316
Ave. J for more than 15 years, has be-
come an expert on growing and saving
caladiums.

Her 250 or so caladiums are still mak-
ing a spectacular show at her home. But
in October, when they begin to deter-

: jorate but are still green, she will dig
: them up, shake off the soil, and spread

them on new in the sun to dry. If
it rains, she will take them inside.
After a week or two, she will pack the
bulbs away. For each bulb, she will re-
move the dried foliage, sprinkle it with
rose dust or sulfur, wrap it in newspaper,

and place it in a box.

She then will put the bo: ~ »= storage

‘
o

-well worth saving

room in her garage where the tempera-
ture usually stays above 60 degrees. She
will cover them with several thicknesses
of paper and an old mat. In extremely
cold weather, she will take the boxes into
the house just be to be sure they don't
freeze. '

The bulbs will stay packed until spring.
After the soil warms, no earlier than May
15, she will plant them again with about
four dozen new bulbs she adds each year.

“You always lose a few of the bulbs you
save,” she explained.

Mrs. Locker gets every variety she can
find in local nurseries and creates an
impressive display of greens, pinks, reds
and whites. She plants them, with a
booster of bone meal, in flower beds as
well as in pots arranged in a pyramid
fashion up the porch columns.

Caladiums need generous amounts of
water. Mrs. Locker watered every day
during most of the summer. **They take a
lot of care,”’ she/said, ‘‘but I just love
them. They stay pretty longer than any-
thing else i've tried. I never need to
spray o=<fust for bugs. I didn’t even have
T pers.”

I —
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Morrows Retire Dec. 31
—Together, As Usual

By MADELINE WILLIAMS THE MORROWS, who were mar-
For nine years Carroll and Dessie | ried Feb. 24, 1933, while living in
Morrow have been going to work moved to Fort Worth in
together at Tarrant County Court | 1947. After working for Convair
House.

On Dec. 31 they will leave as an engine

ing together.” tion of Sheriff Lon Evans’ staff as 1
Morrow, at the court house since .ndl.surun-hrndw
June 1, 1962, is & bookkeeper for | the County Clerk’s office.

of Arlington, secretary at StanTel Photo 1

.:_.p* to divide | Moore Business Forms there. Her Oktoberfest chairman Lu Bolen, left, and Bette Ryall
mn-?::igl: = w“‘:m“ .. %m appear in Commissioners Court to boost the ninth |
nndh.. "'L' -' m”" in Louisiana, | are Deanna, 16, and Melanie, 12. Oktoberfest in Tarrant County Convention Center :

60 miles south of Shreveport, bet- | And his recipe for frying fish? sponsored by the Symphony League of Fort Worth with
"l'-h“.“-.d Many. & m“.“u;mm '_"::'&": more than 90 participating organizations. County Clerk

fishing :L 5 e-&n”'m .-‘h in ‘:u Put the T::: Madrin Huffman donned ledenhosen for the occasion.

ing fish. just put in a a minutes.

i
i
s
|




By JOHN MAKEIG is wazgm» mm\\as
Whes the “".-'m:'!' away on vacation. And Assistant District
mlhuwmmn'u': Ia“dn Auome{ Jerry Buckner had just
known attorneys will be present to repre- “ s .
sen the defense — Richard - " DURING THE BRIEF interval before
Haynes. Phil Burleson — and the prose- g rickiand was by Curry to join
- Sution — Assistant District AOmeYS - (ng Davis Gartner was the
{  Paul who? o Ty Bt e omment. o
‘uhammyh.ﬂﬂwuy mhmmw%hm
ence in felony courts, nicknames
Gartner, 26, is a Sfoot4 prosecutor were echoing throughout the hallways of
"':u:’m _"'.ﬁ.'ﬁ mmm\t‘::n'u.
w&m% “m e’h“d” and other affectionate
returned to his normal duties gy £
mﬂb‘hﬁtl o Curry’s assistants question Gartner's
l , appearsat Dav-  ompetence.
; R S

IOCQ' sectionq g

He's not short on knowledge

5-foot-4 prosecutor is well-versed in Davis case

He may have been an assistant district
attomney for only 2': years, and he may
have been lead prosecutor in only one
felony trial (which ended in an acquit-
‘tal'. but Gartner is well-versed in the
Cullen Davis cases, past and present.

PRECEDING DAVIS' CAPITAL mur-
der trial in Amarillo, it was Gartner who
Davis' being jailed without bood a
vis' being } :
whemertheudflmiomiremu!dbecharged
with capital murder or just simple mur-
der.

He came to the district attorney’s off-
ice to work in the appellate section, and
that is how he will mostly be used at the

upcoming Houston trial.

While he seldom will be seen leaping to

his feet to raise objections or make devi-

ous motions, and while he may spend
maore time outside 184th District Court
than inside it, Gartner will be there to
provide “quick legal research.”

When matters get complex, and when
attorneys move into wholly new areas of
law — as has happened often during the
Davis prosecutions — it will be Gartner
who will dash off to a law library to find
correct answers fast.

=

“WHEN IT COMES to research, I'm
not new to Cullen Davis,” Gartner said
Friday. “Outside of Marvin (Collins’
I've done more research on Davis than
anvone else ™

And. to hear other prosecutors talk,
Gartner did it so well that they regretted
it when he left Curry’s appellate section
last year to begin trial work.

—Sur-‘l‘elepa Photo
PAUL GARTNER
... unknown but not unable

He did become a tnal prosecutor,
though, and he’s won a few and lost a few
since he made the transition.

During his six months as a mis-
demeanor prosecutor, he recalls, his
greatest victory came in July when he
succeeded in swaying a County Criminal
Court No. 2 jury to hand a man a 130-day
Jail sentence for possessing one marijua-
na cigarette.

That verdict may seem unrealistic by
1978 standards, but it was a case that
contained elements of unreality. For one
thing, the youthful defendant had tried to
“rip off"” undercover narcotics officers
by selling them phoney LSD. The mari-
Juana cigarette was found after the man
had been arrested on an LSD-sale
charge.

A month ago Gartner was made junior
prosecutor in Judge Byron Matthews’
Criminal District Court No. 1.
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Woman Constable Recalls
Heartbreaks, Happiness

‘hhl.Guyhunltﬂnu:lﬂhr&l!bcn;




Assistant District Attormey Burmney Walker, who
(s Burv i - works closely with Brown at the sub-courthouse in North
= Bill Brown ofien see Richland Hiils, said Brown “is the most public-minded,
T ~ helpful person” he has ever known.
from their mothers, 88 The voters of Precinct 3 apparently agree with Walk-
homes and apartmests. er, since they overwhelmingly elected Brown to a sec-
i Brown hasbee ond term as constable in 1976. He will run for re-election
s & Job similar o hatd when this term expires in 1980, because, he said, being a
constable “is his life.”

BROWN.WHOISWNMB!!!.II'&.“M

people and loves to help people.
llhchatoevicuhmilylor(mnm' to pay a morigage
he wi try to find

X = pa
police officer majk them another place to live.
dihe public, Brown®  One of the saddest cases he worked, he said, was two
s mammmugﬂmmmnmmmwevm.

family non-payment.

““It was just about Christmas time and the apartment
out theesi® owner wanted this family thrown out,” he said. 1 visit-
# child frai ed the family and found out the father was sick and
e afathe¥ couldnt work. The only food in the refrigerator was a
hane waypossible.”  piece of bacon and some sour cream.”

A court order had not been issued, so Brown stalled
the owner until he got the family some . Through an
agency known as Helping Hand, which Brown helped
start, groceries were bought {or the family and a deco-
rated Christmas tree put up. Shortly , the
father went back to work

“One thing you have to remember is there are often
logical reasons why these people are in trouble,” he
said. “They are not necessarily bad people.”

BESIDES SERVING civil and criminal papers,
Brown's office often helps various law enforcement
agencies with investigations. Information ob-
tained from one of Brown's informants last year result-
ed in Haltom City police recovering more than 500
pounds of marijuana.

“A lot of times investigations we conduct result in
dmgb\ms.bmutmuydm‘tgammwfheuid.
“But that doesn't matter. What matters is that the viola-
tors are arrested.”
_mdxxuesand&uu\oﬁtydambkmdhhm
lies are virtually the same as those of sheriff's £
The sheriff's department also serves civil and criminal
papers, he said. Both agencies focus on areas of the
county outside city limits, leaving city law enforcement
to the police rtments.

The only complaint Brown has about his job is what he
calls the “ina te salaries” paid to him and his
deputies. Brown earns $16,000 yearly and the

start at about $9,000 yearly. He said his is
Q\ansomeothermble.mmwf inct 3
1s second only to Precinet 1 in work Precinct 1
includes Fort Worth.

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS set the salaries.
Brown'’s office is budgeted at $60,000 a year.
. Brown, a native of Kentucky, said he has always been
intrigued by law enforcement

at 1 want to do.”

Pl is a member of virtually every civic club going
MMM - of commerce

5 It really gives you a chance to help people and that's

COMMUNITY/NORTHEAST  Fort Worth Star-Te

;ls‘tgw! 5
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Sammye of the Court House

Gets Her 35-Y

Franklin

ear Pin

House and hundreds of tax-

the civil section of Sheriff Lon
Evans’ department. They
have been marg;ie:l 'ht‘.l(:
February 1975. is
sister of Wayne Boggus, who
also works in the sheriff’s civil
section, and Bert Boggus,
bailiff in District Judge Joe H.
Eidson's court. :
Thirty-five years at the
Court House have been filled
with “happy days and sad
days,” she said. “I am going
to retire before too long, but I
don’t want to say when.”
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Charles Lindsey i

retires as judge
affer 13 years

: By JOHN MAKEIG
: smim Courthouse Writer

Judge Charles y steps down from his Criminal
District Court No. 3 bench this month, ending a 13-year
career during which he presided over 600 trials and
administered the handling of 7,500 defendants’ cases.

‘Wednesday was Lindsey’s 69th birthday, and dozens
of bailiffs, defense attorneys, court reporters, judges,
prosecutors, spectators and clerks filled his courtroom
Wymmkmemdoﬂhejudge’s years on the

At 11 a.m. Jan. 1, Lindsey’s replacement, Randell

' Riley, will be sworn in as Criminal District Court No. 3

| judge.
| Theend of the year will not, however, mark the end of
. Lindsey’s time as a judge.
| - Hesaid he plans to fill in as a substitute judge to assist
- otherdistrict judgesin Fort Worth, and has rented office
space with the civil law firm of Loe, Warren, Rosenfield
& Catterton.
* & 9

*I'M NOT GOING away altogether,” Lindsey said in
gl;ambels Wednesday. “You'll be seeing me around

m-"

Nonetheless, Lindsey’s retirement as an active state
district judge does close a chapter on a colorful era in

i Criminal District Court No. 3.

Infact, Lindsey opened the history of his court, being
appointed by Gov. John Connally — through the efforts
of attorney Garrett Morris and Star-Telegram Editor
Jack Butler — as the first judge over the new court.

Since then, he was re-elected three times, facing a

challenge only once, in 1966, when lawyer John Brady
sought the judgeship in vain.
During the span from 1965 to 1978, Lindsey became

. known as a judge who ran a court where young felony—

prosecutors became educated in the ways of district
| court. They may not have liked the way they learned
_| things — with Lindsey yelling at them from the bench
| and publicly telling them of errors — but they learned.
! * 3 =
LINDSEY’S temperament was such, at times, that
young prosecutors sweated so much during major trials
that stains literally developed up and down the backs
and under the sleeves of their suits. '
Meanwhile, Lindsey presided over the trials of many
amurderer, burglar, and gambler, and even some inno-
cent people who walked out of court after acquittals.
Five men got death penalties in Lindsey’s court —
sentences commuted to life by a U.S. Supreme Court

Alton Witherspoon got a death sentence for the 1970
‘murder of a man during a residential robbery; Melvin
Pittman got one for testing his new rifle by killing some
people at Lake Arlington in 1965; F.L. McKenzie got
r death for setting fire to a South Side nightspot in 1968,
 killing seven people; Theo Ray Thames got death for
{ killing a bar manager in 1967; and Joseph Martinez
| Garcia got death for the 1970 killings of two men.
|  Other notable trials included the one in which Tommy
| Ray Kneeland got two life sentences for the 1974 killings
‘ of two teen-agers from Oklahoma; former Fort Worth
i policeman Dace Smith got 25 years for the murder of
one of two men he shot to death last year.
* 3 =
A SERIOUS review of the cases that have passed
; through Criminal District Court No. 3 over the years
finally becomes staggering.
Society has extracted considerable legal revenge in
Lindsey’s court from a considerable number of defend-
ants.

{
t

It seems unlikely that a youth who went to work for-~

" Continental Oil Co. as an office boy in Wichita Falls in
1930 would come to have such an immense impact over
so many thousands of lives.

But that is where Lindsey began, after two years as a
student at the University of Oklahoma during what he
calls the ‘‘deep, dark days of the Depression.”

When Continental Oil moved its offices to Fort Worth
in 1931, Lindsey moved, too, attending class at night at
North Texas School of Law under such professors as Leo
Brewster (later U.S. District Court judge), civil lawyer
Ermest Sanders and the late Allen Crowley.

* 2 =

LINDSEY’S TIME with Conintental Oil ended in 1937
when he was a $135-per-month accounting department
employee. A

He left Continental Oil and practiced law in Sherman
for a year, then moved to Amarillo for more private
practice.

Lindsey was back in Fort Worth, working as an insur-
ance adjuster when World War II erupted, and he went
into the Army as a private.

Nenending on one’s viewpoint. it was either Lindsey’s

A

—Star-Telegram Photo

- YEARS RELIVED. . .Judge and Mrs.

Lindsey.
privilege or misfortune to be assigned to a 15,000-man

infantry division that Sustained 35,000 casualties of vari-

ouskinds during its yearsinItaly, France and Austria.

T

¢

The judge came out of that with a Purple Heart, a

Bronze Star an a handful of other decorations, and then

returned to Fort Worth to work for the Veterans Admin-

istration, for an insurance firm and then as an assistant

district attorney for four years.

He spent one year as an assistant U.S. attorney before

returning to private practice.

And that is where Lindsey was — in private practice
— when Criminal District Court No. 3 was created and

he decided to nominate himself for the vacant bench.

He won a bar poll, got the support of influential resi-
dents to sway Connally to appoint him to the judgeship,
and the rest — come the end of 1978 — is history.

e
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_Stowort's Chief

Switchboard operator
'wins press club award |

- Sammye Reynolds, a Tarrant employee 35
years, will receive the Fort %mmumwm,’
“Newshelper Award™ at the 18th Annual Newsmakers
Ball March 17 at Ridglea Country Club.

, Anuamugwem“l:mdrepo&muzmneug-
- utives voted! award in appreci-
Mdh&r&ﬁah%&n therers. The
. committee said Mrs, Reynolds, a operator

- at the courthouse, out of her way to help reporters,
! tothe point of pqhdo:’todenvermm-
[ ¥

The Newshelper Award recognizes the behindthe-
scenes people who expedite the gathering of news.
Proceeds from the Newsmakers Ball go to the Oscar
mummmlmammwpmmnun
wmm is awarded annually to a
rant County journalism student.
~ Tickets to the ball are $18 each and can be purchased
from Lorna Roquemore at 274-7704 or Eva Goodwin at

 Headliner tables for 10 are available for $500.

SAMMYE REYNOLDS
. « . newshelper

A iyt

 chief deputy collector.

.

Doputy w1
Corthay Climbs
At Court House

By BOB SONDEREGGER

Joe Corthay is a jack of all trades who has become a master in
his field.

The 43-year-old Crowley native has moved steadily the
ranks in County Tax Rudsuwm'odu:pnn-
mtandhmchiofd-putyfortheenmdeparhnmtatthe
Court House and sub-court houses, making him No. 2 man under

Conhyknomjustabmtnllphamofthedopartmnt's
opcntionbeuuuhe’awwkedinjustaboutwerydﬁpcmt.
He's not only versatile around the office but is one of the most
versatile public safety officers in Tarrant County.

Amembuo(theCmbyVoluanianrtmmtzs
years, he has held virtually every office in the department. He
has been president of the firefighter association in his hometown
10 years, and he's a certified fire instructor.

He's also a sergeant in the Fort Worth Police Reserve and a
member of the Fort Worth Mounted Horseback Patrol.

Crowley.

Not far from his boyhood home is the Santa Fe railroad track
lndCorthnyudmiuhilanﬂrondbuff.“Mymnddndhdped
lay the line from Fort Worth to Cleburne,” said.

Also not far from the site of his boyhood home is the location of

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT has moved a couple of times
then and now has si vehicles. Teeter's Garage was

terested in the fire department so they let me stay at the station
and work the radio,” Corthay said.

The Crowley he knew as a child was a small town of about 300.
Now it is one of 30 bustling Tarrant County suburbs and has a
population of about 6,000, .

That's big enough for Corthay, who is building a house on a
couple of acres about two miles west of Crowley in southwestern
Tarrant County. ‘

He's a member of several state associations of tax collectors
and assessors and one of his recent distinctions was being in the
first group to complete requirements for a Registered Profes-
sional Assessor’s certificate.

Also among some 80 persons in the state to receive such cer-
tification were Stewart and Estelle Faris, who works in the tax
assessor’s office. .

* =

WITH THE EXCEPTION of a two-year absence when he
served as postmaster in Crowley, Corthay has been with the
department since 1958.

He joined the department as a clerk in 1958 and became head
of bookkeeping in 1962. He returned to the county in 1968 as an
outside appraiser, first handling residential subdivisions and
then commercial centers.

In 1969 he became supervisor of personal property and in 1971

The ‘l‘lﬂ::nt assessor-collector’s department eol.l:;ta state,
county, t-of-way, water district, junior college hospital
district taxes as well as collecting taxes for three smaller cities
and two suburban school districts.

It handles the massive voter and auto registrations. Corthay
says there are about 600,000 registered vehicles in the county
and about 318,000 registered voters.

Changes in auto registration deadlines have removed much of
the crunch the department incurred in April but Corthay says
there are now lines a couple of days at the end of each month as
motorists wait until near the deadline for staggered registration
of vehicles. g

ONE OF THE BIGGEST tasks of Stewart’s department is
keeping up with growth, not o?ly new construction and im-
provements but also in parcels of property.

*““There are about 600,000 parcels of land in the county now |
and each time a new subdivision is dedicated it creates several
hundred more parcels,” Corthav said.
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COMANCHE CHIEF—Quanah Par-
ker, ancestor of Capt. Ben Tahmah-
k-ra of the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Office, is shown above in photos taken

before his death in 1911. He wore
white men’s clothes after making
peace in 1874, reserving his war bon-
net for festivals and celebrations.

Her family was massacred at
the outpost near today’s
Groes|

Cynthia Ann lived the rest
of her life as an Indian, even
after she was rescued by
Texas Ranger Col. Sul Ross
and returned to her relatives
in Fort Worth and Parker
County. Plays, books and an

opera have been written about

her life. 23

Says Capt. Tahmahkera:
“My grandfather, Ben, always
said he was proud of being a
Tahmahkera, not a Parker. He

said Tahmahkera, who is
assigned to the confinement
division under Warden David
Greenway.

March 2, 1979

mEw n -

pocket watch presented to him

still in the captain’s posses-
sion. Comanches, the most
feared tribe on the Staked
Plains of North Texas, made
‘bows from bois d’arc and ar-
rows from dogwood whittled
down to deadly precision.

retired from the post office
and lives in Cache, where he is
prominent in Comanche tribal
councils. Monroe, a civil ser-

by the Santa Fe Railroad, are’

my father always kept the law. Tahmahkera attended a

I'm the same way.” branch of Oklahoma State | a bachelor's degree in the
Capt. Tahmahkera’s father, | University before coming to | same field at TCU.

Franklin, a heavy equipment | Fort Worth in 1967. His uncle, The only law enforcement

 operator, died in November at | Vance Tahmahkera, and | officer among the Comanches

54. “I'd give anything if he | cousin, Monroe Tahmahkera, | of his old home area is a

could know I made captain,” | lived here. Vance is now | dedicated officer.

“I had friends who went
wrong, but I never did. Here in

‘the county jail I try to talk

sense to the prisoners. It's

e vice worker at Carswell Air | hard because if they had any
MANY ARTIFACTS, in- | Force Base, lives in Richland ‘sense they wouldn’t be in jail.
Parker’s *Hﬂh'ithhk ife, Pat. But we try,” Ben says,

NEW CAPTAIN—Sheriff Lon Evans and
newly-promoted Capt. Ben Tahmahkera. :

. Quanah Parker's
. Descendant Now
Sheriff's Captain

t
.
i
F
|

~ job as a minority but only

By MACK WILLIAMS
~ The great-great-great-
of Parker,

since he was a boy in Cache,
near Lawton, Okla. After
three years at General
Dynamics he asked Sheriff
Lon Evans for a job in 1971.

“I told him I didn’t want the
if I
could handle it,”’ Capt.
Tahmahkera recalled yester-
day. “Sheriff Evans gave me a
chance. I never saw a better
man. He has the respect and
affection of his men. As long
as he’s around I'll be around.”

* 3 3

WHAT WOULD his
ancestor, Chief Quanah, who
led the Comanches against
federal troops and Texas

Rangers from 1860 to 1875,‘

_ing for the white man’s law?

“He would approve,” Ben
said. “Quanah was a great
leader in peace as well as war.”

After his defeat at the Bat-
tle of Adobe Walls on June 26,
1874, Quanah persuaded his
Comanches to sign a peace
treaty. He never broke it.
Before he died in 1911, at the
age of 60, Quanah had become
an Indian judge and a wealthy
rancher who taught his people
how to raise cattle. Widely
respected, he was a friend of
Theodore Roosevelt and Capt.
Burk Burnett of Fort Worth,
grandfather of Anne Burnett
Tandy.

2 % 2

QUANAH PARKER was
the son of Comanche Chief
Pete Nocona and Cynthia Ann

_Parker, the blue-eyed 9-year-

old kidnapped by Comanches
inlBS&fmmPprker’s Fort.
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By BINNIE FISHER
Star-Telegram. Police Reporter

When Tarrant County med:cal investi-
gator BR. Yo became acquainted
with death, he came to appreciate life.

‘*You really appreciate life more,’’ he
said. **You don’t have that feeling of im-
mortality that you did when you were
younger.”

Young is one of seven investigators —
all of them former law enforcement offi-
cers — who work for Dr. Feliks Gwozdz,
county medical examiner.

to do his own investigating, but Gwozdz
does not.

His legwork is done by the investiga-
tors, who, he said, were hired because of
their backgrounds. |

“I could have gotten as investigators
guys with B.A. degrees insociology, but I
took them from the ranks of detectives,
Gwozdz said. ““They have that nose that
tells them when something doesn’t smell
right.” .

ITIS THAT NOSE that tells an investi-
gator whether or not to order an autopsy
in a particular case. When someone has

tificate, nothing more is done.

In the case of a violent or accidental
death, or one in which the circumstances
are unknown, the investigator has the
authority to take charge of the body until
an autopsy .can be performed,

In some counties, that could take days,
but Gwozdz prides himself on the fact
that in Tarrant County it is usually done
in less than 24 hours.

When an autopsy is ordered, the inves.
tigators must gather as many facts as
possible about the deceased’s last hours.
That information will be used by Gwozdz
when he issues a ruling in the death.

Six of the investigators are former
Fort Worth police officers, Young and
David Carpenter are ex-homicide detec-
tives. :

R.O. Parkey and Dail McMillan
worked vice and narcotics before joining
Gwozdz's staff. Tommy Harris and R.O.
Medford were crime scene search offi-
cers.

* * *

INVESTIGATOR James Seaberry
' came to the office from the sheriff’s off.
ice, where he was an investigator.
Whatever the past assignment, each of
the investigators has seen more death in
his first few weeks as a medical investi-
gator than in his years as an officer.
Young is not the only one whose view of
death has been altered by the job.
Seaberry, after becoming a medical

CHEMICAL MASK . %

i : ‘ &
¥ : s .| amination every year.
- used when working with decomposed bodies ’ “It makes a person just a little closer fo
: J his maker,” Seaberry said. B

AN . ' Carpenter said he has found “a lot of

love and caring’’ in the world through his
work, but he has also seen a side of life
not so pretty. ‘ :
“You see how terrible one human
being can treat another,” he said.
Although dealing with death several
times during a working day is a strain at
times, Parkey said he does not believe it
has had a hardening effect on him and his
co-workers. ; g
“I don't think it's made any of ‘us
calloused,” he said.
Tommy Harris said he has found the
best way to deal with each death is sym-
Pathetically, yet quickly.
“If anybody gets to the point it doesn’t
- bother him anymore, he s in trouble,”
Harris said. ““We have more or less had

ly as possiblg ‘and \forge‘t it.”

- Television's Dr. Quincy may havetime

died obviously of natural causes, and "
their doctor agrees to sign the death cer-

investigator, began to get a physical ex-

to train ourselves to deal with it asquick-

|

' { WHEN FAMILIES have not been in-
|

formed that a loved one is dead, an inves-
tigator may find himself with the dread-
ed task of breaking the news. McMillan

|

[ said it is something none of them has

rown accustomed . to.
' “There is no easy way to do it,”” he
/ said. “I've tried every way inthe world."”
Aside from the general unpleasantness
| of informing a family that a relative has
| died, R.O. Medford said there are other
problems to be considered. j ,
| “*Onnotifying the next of kin, one thing
 that bothers me is that you don’t know
what the medical condition of the mother
or father might be,” Medford said.

When the bad news is broken, a medi-
cal investigator sometimes finds himself
bracing for the reaction of relatives.
That could be a punch in the nose.

Parkey said, ““I've had people to thank
me for the way I handled telling them,
and I've had members of the family at-
tack me.” -

When they- lash out in grief, Parkey
said, “They don’t know what they are
doing.”

There are unexpected reactions, like
the one Seaberry said he encountered
from a woman whose husband had shot
himself in the head.

Her words were, ‘‘He didn’t have a bit
of insurance, and look at the mess he
left.””

MCMILLIAN SAID he and other inves.-
tigators often have families demand to
see the body of their relative, regardless
of how the person died. He advises
against that. ‘

““If a medical investigator tells a fami-

 ly member it is best not to see the body;

they should take his advice,” he said.
“The idea is that they may be mutilated,
without a head, arms or legs. The medi-
cal investigator is trying to save them
this horror.”

Once the family has been notified, an
investigator must set about gathering the
information needed by Gwozdz. That is
where the nose the doctor spoke of begins
its work.

Parkey said he and the others usually
know when something is amiss in a case
they are working on.

"I can walk into a room and immedi-
ately recognize something is definitely
‘wrong,”’ he said. ;

Once. he said, he entered a house ' .&

where a man sat slumped in a chair with
a hole in his head and a gun on a nearby
table. The police assumed if was a sui-
cide — until Parkey pointed out some
inconsistencies in that theory.

“As soon as'l saw it, I knew it was a
homicide,” Parkey said.

Gwozdz said sometimes “an educated
guess™ is required to determine whether
an autopsy should be ordered or the
victim's doctor should be allowed to sign
the death certificate. '

‘We have about 3,000 deaths a year,
approximately,” he said. *To autopsy
every one would 'be impossible.”’

So, he said, his office performs autop-
sieson about 700to 750 bodies a year,

. "That leaves roughly 2,200 cases that {
cannot be done,”” Gwozdz said. *“That is
the point where an educated guess needs 3

to be taken.’
Wi S %

IT IS THE INVESTIGATOR — who
goes to the home, the hospital, or the
middle of the street, wherever death oc-
curs—who makes most of those guesses.

Another case Parkey recalled involved
a man found dead on the floor between
two beds. Aside from } small
bump on his head, he e
died of a heart

The man’s ¢

death certificate, telling Parkey his pa-

tient suffered from severe heart ail-
ments.

Then the wife’ insisted, “How do you
know he didn’t die from that bump on his
head?’” She would have collected double
insurance had that been the case.

At her insistance, Parkey ordered an
autopsy. Gwozdz found that the man in-
deed died of a head injury. Further inves-
tigation revealed he apparently tripped
on a.cord as he got out of bed.

Some cases are extremely perplexing.
There may be no medical history, and
the victim may have had no Symptoms
before death.

“‘With the information you get, you've
got to tell Dr. Gwozdz that something is
wrong. This person shouldn't have died,”

" Medford said.

MeMillan said hée once worked a case

in which a man died in a hospital of what .

seemed to be an extreme case of stomach
virus. His doctor had treated him with
few resuits. : ‘

Finally, through checking his‘medical '

history, McMillan found he could have
been slowly poisoned. Gwozdz’ autopsy
proved the theory out. The man’s wife
was later arrested and confined to a men.-
tal institution,

Medford said the murder could have
gone undetected.

“If Dail hadn’t checked his history. it
would have gone through as Just a natu-
ral death.”” Medford said. “People could
be Killed every day and you would never

know it if somebody wasn't checking on

these things.”
* * *

THE INVESTIGATORS have other
problems to deal with, such as dealing
with a victim who has been dead for sev.
eral days. The carry chemical masks for
that.

Each investigator has found a certain
type case difficult to deal with. All find
child abuse about the worst.

Seaberry said he finds the John Does —
those people unidentified — hard to deal
with. In some. cases, it might take
months to locate a family member.

“We've had people we have found
through  fingerprints in Washington,
D.C., who haven't been seen or heard
from by their families in 30 years,” he

i

Sl AL

- Medical investigators find their work
I brings them ‘a little closer to the maker’

said. “‘The families thought they died
long ago.” Fim i

SOMEHOW, THROUGH IT all. Young
said he and the other investigators have
managed to maintain their ‘senses of
humor. They constantly joke with one
another and with reporters who call them
daily.

“I think that's probably the best re-
lease we have," Young said. “'It's kind of
a distraction.” ;

There is the daily barrage of telephone
calls that must be answered from police,
funeral  homes, ‘survivors, insurance
companies, reporters and curiosity seek-
ers.

Secretaries Mary Pare and Becky
Boyd help with some of that.

Mrs, Pare, who also has 2 nursing
background and a knowledge of medical
terms, testifies in Gwozdz’ place at trials
when he is out of town.

‘‘She can testify as to the records."
Gwozdz said. ' ;

The doctor said he looks at the medical
examiner'’s office as if it were a Sympho-
ny orchestra, of which he is the conduc-
tor. :

The various instruments are played by
members of his office staff, lab techni-
cians who run tests for him and others
involved in the process of classifying
deaths.

Everything had to work from the very
beginning, when the office was establish-
edin 1965. At the time' it was one of two in
the state. It was sort of like a symphony
orchestra performing the same concert
for, three nights.

“You have to be absolutely as ready
Friday night as you are Sunday night,"
he said. “'In 1965, I was sufficiently pre-
pared in the knowledge of medicine and
law.”

For the office to continue, he said his
credibility and that of his investigators
must be impeccable.

To Gwozdz, the seven investigators
and the information they provide is a
vital element to the success of the office.

Harris said he and his fellow investiga-'
tors have been at it so long, they know
what the doctor néeds.

“That’s our job. furnish him with the
facts,” Harris said. ““We've done it so
long we know what is pertinent.”

VORKIN
les Ogle

G WITH POLICE. . .R:0. Medford, right, -and Office.
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, top; the Courthouse

superintendent Kenneth Henderson on the stairs
, below, and Henderson’s view from the top of the

ourthouse dome, left.

roof, right; a clockwork old
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Miniatureroses

‘hardier

Related Stories, Photo on Page 2
By PAT CASTILLON
Star-Telegram Garden Writer
A courtyard filled with miniature roses is a prelude to the
large rose garden at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Noel William
Yardley at 4221 Hildring Drive West.
Bill and Wanda Yardley are members of the Fort Worth

Rose Society. She is immediate past president and he has

been treasurer for four
years. They grow their
miniatures in a dozen red-
wood tubs which they can
move around for ‘‘the
spring lineup or the sum-
mer lineup,” as Mrs. Yard-
ley said, according to the
sun’s intensity or the dis-
play they want to create.

““At first Bill couldn’t get
interested in a bloom that
small,” Mrs. Yardley said.
But now he shares her en-
thusiasm about the prolific
little plants that produce ti-
ny roses just like his large
hybrid teas, grandifloras
and floribundas — like
them in every way except
size. '

One tiny bush, Cinderel-
la, has pink blooms less
than a half inch wide, with
foliage of the same small

scale. Another, Magic Carrousel, is a larger plant with:

. rosesup to aninchand a half across.

*“I'think Magic Carrousel is the best miniature because it
started to bloom April 6 and will still be blooming in mid
December,” Mrs. Yardley said. “

Some miniature rose bushes never get over eight inches
high while others may grow to 18 inches or two feet.

Miniatureslook delicate and tender, but actually they are
hardier than some full-sized roses. The Yardleys leave

theirs outdoors all the time but keep watering them through
the winter.

‘‘Miniatures may live longer than regular roses because
they grow on their own roots,” Yardley said, comparing
themto the hybrid roses, which are grafted to root stock.

‘“They’re really easier to grow than big ones,”” he added.
The work involved in caring for miniatures is as scaled down
as their size. They take less
feeding — about one-sixth
the dosage he gives the
roses in the ground, less
spray, less water and less
pruning. The pruning is
done at the same time as
the ones in the ground gar-
den.

“Miniature roses must
have good drainage and, to
keep them miniature, they
should be repotted every

bigger thanmost,” Yardley
said.

The smaller roses must
have sunto grow well and to
bloom all summer, but they
also must be shielded from
the hot afternoon sun dur-
ing the hottest months.

During his years of ser-
vice with the Air Force, the
Yardleys have grown roses
all over the world and are

f enjoying the challenge of

producing trophy-winning

blooms under Texas conditions. The heat is the hardest

problem, they've found. Texas rose gardening is not as easy

as in California and Spain but no worse than in Charleston,
S.C., they reported.

The Yardleys bought their miniature roses from a fellow
Fort Worth Rose Society member, Ernest Williams of Dal-
las, a nationally recognized authority on miniature roses.

Some members in the society grow their miniatures in the
ground, where “the sturdy little creatures” perform just as
well as in pots.

, easier

three years. We let oursget .

liIeSt .le section C

Star-Telegram Photo by WILLIS KNIGHT

Lok

Mpr. and Mrs. Noel W. Yardley grow miniature roses in contain-
ers in their courtyard. A large Peace rose bloom contrasts dra-

matically with the tinu flowers

ground.

of Sassy Lassie, in the fore-
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Artistic arrangem

Mrs. David McGee, whose arrange- o
ments of both large and smal) roses have
for years won top awards at flower
shows, made an exhibit of Miniature ar-
tistic arrangements to show how cut
blooms from miniature roses can be used
indoors as a centerpiece or a coffee table
decoration or a whatnot on a shelf.

Mrs. McGee made creations that fol-
lowed the principles of design and specif-
ic lines, such as hogarth curve, vertical,
triangle and formal mass.

From her own yard, where she grows
both large and smal| roses, and from fel-
low members in the Fort Worth Rose
Society she collected red, pink, yellow,
white, orange, apricot and rose-colored
roses to make the display.

Her containers were an incense byurn-
er, tiny pitchers, a skell, a miniature
stein, a china pin boa and unique little
vases including a pair of George and
Martha figurines, .

She put a bit of floral foam in each
container and made holes with an ice
pick for the stems. Dainty white ligus-
trum blooms, tiny fern fronds and some
of the delicate rose foliage added interest
to the arrangements.

When she finished Mrs. McGee count-
ed the roses and discovered she had used B
100 teeny-tiny blooms. *It was fun,” she
said of her project which took nearly all
day, “sort of like playing dolls.”

The cut blooms of Miniature roses can
also be worn in lapel vases or made into
corsages or casual little bouquets.

As plants, miniature roses can be used
inmany delightful Waystoo. Outside they
are hardy plants for containers, for rock
gardens, planter boxes and little spaces
such as around a birdbath or lamppost or
as anedging for a bed of dwarf shrubs,

Miniature roses can be grown as hang-
ing plants and as bonsai. Ernest Wil-
liams, a miniature rpse expert, prefersto
hang mini roses in pots rather than grow
them in mossy baskets. And they should
have contact with the ground in winter
for protection, he said.

Inside miniature roses can be grown as r
houseplants on a sunny window sill.

Some varieties do better than others
inside, ‘such as Cinderella, Bo-Peep,
White Angel and Little Chief

Star-Telegram Photo by RON ENNIS
8 by Mrs. David McGee

Arrangement of miniature jse
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by RODGER MALLISON
COOLING PROCESS —
Electric and hand-oper-
ated fans and coid
drinks may help a little
in keeping Tarrant
County bailiff Sallye
Rosenblum cool, but
they aren't really lower-
ing the 80- and 90-degree
iemperatures in court-
rooms in the Criminal
Courts Buiiding. Air
conditioning in the build-
ing has been out since
Tuesday and probably
won't be in operation
again until next week
Several trials have been
postponed or moved to
other buildings because
of the heat

Neighbors

Boots, Ruby Finley

It was almost five years ago that Boots
and Ruby Nelle Finley bought the farm
— the one near Lipan.

He had retired from the county as a
building engineer at the Tarrant County
Convention Center and with the help of
his wife and son and daughter-in-law be-
gan farming

He and his wife bring the results of
their efforts to the Tandy Produce Mar
ket beneath the Henderson Street bridge
Big red juicy tomatoes — vine ripened —
lure many shoppers to their stand where
okra, cucumbers and watermelons also
can be found

The farm wasn't anything new to Fin-
ley. he had lived on one as a boy. To his
wife, however, it was a new experience
She likes it

They'll probably be bringing another
product of their farm to market in a cou-
ple of years. Finley. who is 69, and his
wife, 68, just finished planting 500 peach
trees. And they should bear fruit in about

{wo years
~GEORGE SMITH
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Welcome home, brother

James Shaw Jr., 28 months old and proud of it, showed mom, Helene, brought him home from the hospital. Tom
his dad. attomey Jim Shaw, how he planned to greet his Hill, a law firm associate of Shaw's, erected the sign at
: | brand new brother, Benjamin Nash Shaw, when their the Shaw home, 3701 W. Biddison
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. Cool’s services are not for sale As public de-
lender 1n Judge Gordon s court since 1970,
. Cook. 49, worksonly for poor whocan't
Jiiq 1o hure thewr own lawyers
Becawe he works out of only
jone cour, and because he usual-
Iy 510 be seen standing beside &
burglar or forger who is pleading

Some judges, without hesitation, rank Brady on a par
with Aultman and Roland Hill Jr. as Tarrant County's
best. And prosecutors, in closing arguments, sometimes
v ..., Point at Brady, their opponent of the

moment, and tell jurors he is “the best
defense attomey in town.”

Brady, 53, has worn both prosecution
and defense hats during his 22 years as
alawyer. As an assistant district attor-
ney, he took six murder defendants to
P court and convinced juries to return
" death penalties (although all those cas-

es were commuted to life imprison-

® . ment when Texas' former death-penal-
ty law was ruled unconstitutional).

Asa defense attorney for eight years, Brady made the

transition successfully from putting people in prison to

keeping them out. In 1973, Brady and Richard “Ra-

cehorse ' Haynes represented Arlington attorney John

Foster — acquitted in federal court on charges of trying
to bribe then-County Commissioner Skeet Richardson.

The next year, another of Brady's clients was acquit-
ted in federal court on charges of trying to kill the

Brady's highest rankings came from older judges and
xanm His highest mark among prosecutors was

3
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- :Whoare the top 10 “defens\ew
attorneys in Tarrant County?
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Mr., Mrs. Sessom
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Mr., Mrs. W. M. Sessom

Mr.and Mrs. WM. Sessom, 3317 Wesley, will observe
their Sth wedding anniversary with a reception Sept. 3
from2dpm in Christian Center Church, 4301 NE.
2eh S Hosts will be their daughters: Wilma Shipp of
Asde and Norma Harvey of Fort Worth. There are six

and two great-grandchildren

The Sessomns were married Oct. 3, 1929, in Okiahoma.
She is Lhe former Bennie Webb of Fort Worth and he isa
native of Liano. He is a former restuarant owner and
retired county employee. They are members of Chris-
tian Center Church.

Neighbors
Mary Davis

1f you need to talk to someone at Tarrant County
Courthouse and don't know how to reach them, _
chances are your first conversation will be with
Mary Davis.
~ Sheisthe head PBX operator for the county, the
information bureau and the ionist along
with many other chores not ly considered
a of her operation.
some office is seeking an attorney who is
somewhere in the building complex, it's Mrs,
Davis and her operators that manage to track
them down with a rs also are

it's Mrs. Davis.
And, #t matters not if the county agricultural
agent’s lines are busy, the caller will ask the

d!ﬂntmrmy “hecause it's free here.” She
deduces that several calls that no way could

the calls be connected with county offices — but |
the callers get their information anyway. &
! Mrs. Davis says there haven't been too many

q:sbautheycwldn'tarm.mnumhap-
pens, she says, we who does know the an-
Swer.
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Department Praised As One of Best

Sheriff Lon Evans, whose
administration has been prais-
od as one of the best in Texas,
announced he will
seek re-election in the

graphy and development
t.
~Computerizing of jail

“JT IS MY DESIRE to keep
tion that

summer of this year.”

Law enforcement groups
throughout the nation have
honored Evans often for his
achievements in office. He is a
puupruidentoftheSh«iﬁ'a
Association of Texas and has
been a director of the National
Sheriff's Association for many
yenrs.'l‘heNSAhumaufthn
25,000 members, all profes-
sional law enforcement of-
ficers in North America.

Evans also is a member of
the Governor’s Committee on
jail standards for Texas.

ONE OF THE most popular |

public officials in Tarrant
County, Evans has been

to office by Tarrant
County voters more times
than any other sheriff in Tar-
rant history, according to
county

Sheriff Lon Evans
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ELECTED—Judge

Albert White Jr., of 236th

District Court is new
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Court House Her Family, Says Evola Jasper

Retires Jan. 24 After 35 Years
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Recalls Tax Rolls Typed by Hand

31 Years at Court
To End for Dotti

Dickson

Clerk’'s office and she filed
papers there for Albert J.
Baskin, the attorney she work-
ed for as Wi
Stewart likes to say he knew
me when I was ‘skinny and
shy,” she said.

She went to work in the Tax
Office in September 1948
when John Bourland was
assessor-collector. When

Stewart defeated him and

roll was so long I memorized
the tabs that were set on the
large carriage manual
so that I wouldn't
have to keep rolling it back to
see where I was,” she said.

surveyor, he spends con-
siderable time now in E;l.::
Texas developments. She

plans to enjoy more time with

R
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— “I know he would go, if he felt he

rold  couldn't doagood job,” Stewart said,
i to one worker.

' who said too much free
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~Star-Telegram Photo by RON ENNIS

PRINGLE . . . retirement may be permanent

time after his first retirement made
him nervous, added, “‘It’s pretty hard
lying around the house when you've
been energetic all -your life.”

Two months ago he bought a mo|
that gets 150'miles to the gallon. Until
recently he played on his church soft-
ball teafl’nn.ngle ;

*‘Mr. Pringle is capable of doing his
job. He doesn't miss any work be-
cause of his health. He's alert. He
doesanexcellent job,” Greensaid. He
still hopes the appeals court will over-
turn a lower court rulingand allow the
abolition of his office and added it is
“‘not good policy to change (workers)
mtilethestateofmeofﬁoeisinlim-

Green said he favors giving Pringle
the extension.

“I think the most cruel type of dis-
crimination is against age,” he said.
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Bill Lane relazes in his North Side office

Star-Telegram Photos by RON ENNIS

This buckboard was rescued from the roof of a North Side build ing

By CLAIRE EYRICH
Star Telegram Writer

Attormey Jim Lane is pleased
when touring groups of school
children come (traipsing F
through his law office on the
North Side 4

“They're the ones we count
on 1o take care of all this in the |
future,” he says with a sweep- i
ing gesture. *'We almost lost it B
once.”

“All this,” in Lane’s [rame of
reference, includes a broad
slice of historic North Fort
Worth over the red-tiled arched
colonade of the old Fort Worth Carved figure
Livestock Exchange, wherehe by Crowder
has taken over a former livestock commission office on
the seco.xd floor,

From his front window, the distant skyline of Fort
Worth gleams chalk-white in an afternoon haze

His clients seem to like it, too: **1don’t think I've lost a
single one by moving over here,” he said “In fact, |
have one client who bought his first cowboy boots and
Stetson just because he likes this office, and that's a true
story.”

L e

ANOTHER PERSON WHO bought black boots and a

peari-gray Western hat because of Jim Lane's office is
Welsh-born Anthony Jones, head of the art division at
TCU.

Jones “took a hodgepodge of family antiques, West
Texas relics and things | bought on trips to Mexico™ and
turmed them into a showplace suite of offices.

Jones, who leaves Fort Worth in June to becormne di-
rector of the Glasgow School of Arts, ““worked hard to
make it real,” said Lane.

His own office has a huge polished rolitop desk that
once served the late A. G. Donovan, for 30 years mana-
ger of the Fort Worth Stockyards.

Donovan, who died in 1949, came to the North Side in
1916, became president of the Fort Worth Stockyards
Co. and “played a major part in Fort Worth's advance-
ment as one of the nation's top livestock and packing
centers,” according to one of the tributes at an appreci-
ation dinner in 1946.

Lane's conference table is a deal table once owned by
Donovan, and the chairs, now polished and recaned,
once accomodated the cattle barons, traders and wheel-
er-dealers in livestock futures who met with the mighty
Donovan

“It took me three years to get them all together, and |
had some help from people interested in historic resto-
ration of the North Side,” Lane said

.

ANOTHER MEMBER OF the firm is Lane's brother
Bill, also an attormey, and they share the law books,
furniture and personal effects of a great-grandfather

= Slice of Fort Worth captured in lawoffice

who was a West Texas judge and lawyer—Judge Jacob-
Lawhorn Alford of Rising Star. i,
In another room of the suite is a smaller polished desk
and chair used by Judge Alford.
His books, careafully preserved, are ranked in three
tall glass-front bookcases that Jim Lane discovered ina
The brothers share a heritage of both law and history.
“Our dad, Wes Lane, a retired engineer, could be
called a real history buff. He should have been a gun-

fighter. Our love of the West came from him.”

Jim was born on the Mexican border and Bill was born
in Fort Worth, but they share “a West Texas back-
ground from ancestors who came here from Tennessee.
Our father's great-grandmother was a Cherokee, so we
have both Indian and Irish blood in our heritage.”

When not collecting ““favorite things™ for his offices,
Jim Lane lives a Western life style: “I ride with the
Sheriff's Posse and I spend a lot of my free time riding
and going to rodeos.”

Blended with his- grandmother’s antiques are some
piecesmadebyhisgrmdfather.ahobbywoodm—
a Victorian-style halltree usually holding several West-
ern hats belonging to friends and clients, a table with a
top cut from a slab of marble given to an uncle, a
recenitly retired Marine Corps officer who was stationed
in Turkey. b s

THE TWO YOUNG LAWYERS take a lively interest

Turn to History c2 Paze 5
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History captured
in law office

Continzed from Page 1
| in their forbears, including their grandfather on their
father’s side, the senior Wes Lane, who died in 1969 and
loved all things Western. : ;
‘1 Side by side with his belongings and pieces from Ris-
, ing Star are sculptures, paintings and drawings by
| young Texas artists — Renne Hughes (some interesting |
horse bronzes), Dan Brown and Jean Cole, among oth-

ers.

Sally Vowell wove the natural-fiber rug under the
Donovan conference table, and Navajo rugs blend with
others hand-woven in Northern Mexico which Jim Lane,
a pilot and flying instructor, acquired in Oaxaca and
Chihuahua on trips with his students.

Over a row of pictures on his office wall — Quanah,
Sitting Bull and a Texas Ranger — hangs athrivie hitch,
discovered by Jim Lane inhis uncle’s barn. *“His father,
my grand-uncle, was the only man in Rising Star who
could drive a three-mule team,” said Lane. “Hehadthe
thrivle hitch made in 1896 in Rising Star for three mules
he had that would pull together.” 0

Steer hides on the walls were acquired with the helpof |
Whistle Ryon of Ryon’s Saddle Shop. A rare brindle
hide, acquired six years ago, is a rug under a round
conference table in his office. » ;

\‘ A Mexican silver set, his grandfather’s soda siphon
' and other antiques are on a side table. Since there isno
| water on the second floor of the old Livestock Exchange,
' the brothers installed a refrigerator and *‘wet bar” with
' five-gallon jugs of bottled water, using wood to match
' the woodwork, stripped of three-quarters of a century of
' accumulated paint and the wainscoting. All are solid
| heart pine in good condition.
- “Some of our best acquisitions are the gifts of friends
| who got interested in what we were doing here,” says
| Lane. “For instance, Joey Taylor, a lawyer in Denison
I and a fine artist, brought us a series of great Indian
" drawings he had done. About 750 people camie through
here on the day of our openhouse —some of them judges
' whosaid they had not been in this building 30 or 40 years.

A client wove another rug for us, and others came up

with useful and ornamental things.

“But it took an artist like Tony Jones to put it all
together — track lights and brass spittoons in the same
office without a jarring note,”” Lane says.

* 5 8 g

ALL THE PAINTINGS IN Bill's and Jim’s offices are

by Fort Worth artists. An authentic Texas Ranger sad- .
" dle was used on the Rio Grande border about 1915. The |

{
|

striped cotton and horsehair blanket in the hall was &«

being worn by an elderly Indian when Lane spotted it
during a trip with a group of doctors to a central Mexi-
" can province. “I was commercial pilot and a sort of -
. ‘gofer’ on that trip, so I had time to look around for
| things,” he said. ;
|~ “The historical tours are the best thing that could
' happen to the North Side, and we welcome them be-
~ ‘causewe feel that they are seeing something real in here
' —not just created. What we have is authentic. . |
' “Thiswas a cooperative effort —we could never have .
- been able to do it alone, without the help of friends.
. Terry Haney and Ray Krohbinger, two kids I went to
' high school with, did the construction work, and there
were many others. i

“Frank Crowder did our wood carvings, which are an
important part of the whole thing. He found a fallen tree
on a little piece of land we own near here, and now he's
carving an 11-foot Indian figure. His carvings are au-
thentic in design — and heavy. It took about eight help-
ers to get things in place up here.”

Bob Jones is a private investigator who has his own
business offices in the suite. This office, too, was fur-
nished by the Lanes: ‘‘We’ve been working with Bob for
seven years now, and we've even put Judge Alford’s
desk and 'chair in here. Wik

«All the windows can be opened, and we can enjoy the
morning bawling of the cattle being auctioned and the
rich stockyards aroma — things dear to the hearts of us
North Siders. Every one of my clients seemsto loveit.”

Harry Camp, who has been gold-lettering names on
Fort Worth office doors for 40 years or so, has added his

finishing touches to the glass doors at the top of the
stairs with their spiral balusters and turn-of-the-century

grace. ,

“We hope our venture out here will inspire some
others to consider the great possibilities of office space
in these old buildings,” Lane said.

-
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Municipal Court administrator named

A Tarrant County criminal court coordina-
tor will become administrator for: Fort
Worth's troubled Municipal Court

Dianna Heiner's appointment to the posi-
tion. left vacant since the ousting of John Sout-
hard last March, was revealed Friday by City
Manager Robert Herchert.

She will begin her duties March 10, freeing
acting administrator Ruth Ann McKinney for
full-time work as assistant to the city manager
and coordinator for the city's cable-TV
franchise planning

Ms. Heiner is resigning as coordinator of
Judge Billy Mills' County Criminal Court No.
for the city position and a $20.500 salary

She began her court career with five years
as clerk in Judge Ardell Young's 153rd Dis-
trict Court. She also was court coordinator for
Bexar County Courts at Law

Southard was removed from the court ad-
ministration, suspended for 30 days and reas-
signed after an investigation into sexual
harassment and discrimination

Cowboy closing last chute

Wild horses couldn't keep him away from rodeo

By DOMINGO RAMIREZ
Star Telegrumn Writer
His hands are cracked and weathered,
and when he smiles you'll immediately
mm;:p left by two missing front
teeth.

His solid has handled and pushed
enough horse flesh and bull meanness (o
eam him mountains of respect

Dallas Pope, 80, is the cowboy nobody
ever sees at a rodeo, but whose presence
is crucial. He's the man who works the
stock at every Cowtown Rodeo event,
and he has been doing it for 47 years.

“People come to rodeos and figure the
show at 6, Steve Murrin, presi-
Rodeo, said. *“Behind

“I've fooled with stock all of my life
and I've never had a serious accident

|

until last fall” Pope said “A bull
hmdedns:uover.whchwlmny-
ing across the arena. My legs got so stiff
that 1 could hardly move and | couldn’t
tum my head b

“Well, 1 went to a doctor and after he
stuck four huge needles tn me and | got
back to normal, I though then and there |
was going to quit.”’

POPE MAY BE leaving rodeo, but the
spirit still burns in the man who has seen
some of the greatest cowboys around.
Names like Kid Fleteher and Bill Griffth
mumw;nmmmmmmt
roping. Pete Knight and Louis
Brooks in saddle brone riding.

If those names don't sound familiar to

“In all of those years of the
back end, | only saw three e ro-
deos. Once those horses or bulls were out

!

of the chutes I had other things to do than
watch how the ride went,”” he said.

Since rodeos were a part of his life, it
isn't strange that Pope met his wife
there.

“She only went to this particular rodeo
heauuherlmndhadmmedher he

“MY DAD JUST wanted a son named
‘Dallas,” so when | was born, I got stuck
with it.” he said. “That's my whole
Pope said his retirement from the ro-
deo will not mean unemployment.

“This ing in the rodeo has always
been my job," he said. *'I'd work
for the county most of the day, change
my clothes and then come over to the
arena to help out. On Saturdays, I'dget to
the rodeo about 2 in the afternoon and not
e o

“It's very y
Murrin said. “'Not only has Dallas man-

“All 1 want to do now is sit in the stands
and watch a rodeo,” Pope said with a
smile.

SESSCEE

e ————
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Herchert placed Ms. McKinney on tempo- i
rary assignment as acting court administra- (HE ke
tor, and she has presided over repeated inves- L
tigations. i

A complete revamping of court procedures !
came after parking ticket fixing was revealed.

This month two cashiers were charged with

stealing money that had been paid for traffic et
fines.
Ms. Heiner is a certified court administra- U
tor by the National College of State Judiciary. ks
University of Nevada, and is former president
of the Fort Worth Legal Secretaries.

i

s by LARRY C. PRICE

‘ , e |
COWBOY NOBODY SEES...Dallas Pope |
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' Neighbors |
Martha Thresher

Martha Thresher is the one in the
PBX room at the county tax office who
keeps everyone in good humor, it's
said. “Just spreading a little good
cheer,” Mrs. Thresher responds.

She’s a Fort Worth native and has |
been at the county office about 13 |
years. She has two daughters, was wid- |
owed and remarried and added three
stepdaughters and four stepgrandchil-
dren. “Just like my own,” she adds.

She and her husband like to travel —
one hobby of her’s is courthouses and
pictures are mailed back to the office
from around the world with Mrs.
Thresher standing in front of a build-
ing which may or may not be a court-

ouse. “Hawaii, that's pretty,” shesays,
“but Italy, that’s close to the heart. My
grandparents came from Sicily and a
16t of relatives. We've been to Rome
aind Capri but never Sicily. Maybe this
year . "

i Hobbies — “well I like neediepoint,
crewel and I'm learning to crochet. My
husband tried to teach metoplay golf, 1
wasn’t a very good student, but I like to
watch. CookingisItalian meatballsand
aghetti — naturally.”

— GEORGE SMITH

Star-Telegram Phote Sr

—

e —————

Office Opened Here |
For Channel 13 Auction

Mary Ellen Schattman, who became a veteran cam-
paigner when her husband, Mike, ran successfully for
Judge of County Court at Law No. 2, is back on the !
campaign trail—this time for the Channel 13 Auction
May 20-June 7.

Mrs. Schattman has opened Fort Worth head-
quarters at 247 Bailey for the 9th annual auction that
benefits this area’s public television station, KERA.
She has two goals: to recruit several hundred volunteers
and to get donation of merchandise worth at least
$75,000 for the auction.

Volunteers are needed to work in the office, to collect
gifts and finally to receive bids during the televised auc- -
tion.

“I'm looking for donations of merchandise with a
value of at least $50 and a total of $45,000,” she said.
“And for the our Big Board of items worth more than
$500 I am looking for $30,000 in total donations.”

Goal for the televised auction is $450,000.

——




| DIRECTOR—Constable
Bill Brown of Precinct 3
has been elected to a new
term as director of the
Justice of the Peace and
Constables Association of
Texas.
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RETIRING—Tarrant County's first black d
ty sheriff, Lt. J.D. Sanders, and the man who
hired him, Sheriff Lon Evans, got together with
Chief Deputy Earl Brown at Sanders’ retirement

l-'irsf Black Officers

Retire at Court House

By MADELINE WILLIAMS

Two black pioneers at the Tarrant County Court
House retired this. week, leaving to history their
nmnaiefsofthewa\ytlﬁngsmandmjoyingthe
warmthof friendships as the way things are.
Retiring were Lt. J.D. Sanders, first black deputy
sheriff ip Tarrant County and first black patrolman to
be. promoted to lieutenant, and Harold Butler, first
black grand jury bailiff.
" Recalling the problems after he hired Sanders 20
years &ago, Sheriff Lon Evans said the black
patroln”?n’s service was invaluable, especially during
the rioting days of the 1960’s. Sanders, active in the
Texas Peace Officers Association, organized the Tar-

rant County Special Officers Association. It was the

group that went into rock concert crowds and kept
order, Sheriff Evans said. “The Convention Center is
still here because of their work,” Evans said. *Rock
groups tore ‘em down in other cities.

Another time Sanders was sent to a sleazy night spot

to arrest a suspect. When the orchestra spotted him, it |
struck up the melody of ““Bye, Bye Blackbird.” Sanders |

waited till the music ended, tipped his hat in
acknowledgement, then hand-cuffed and lcd the suspect

away.

them to follow me and I'd show them where they could
make all the noise they wanted to. I led a caravan of

about 75 or 100 cars to a remote spot where |

Meadowmere Park is now and told them to have fun.”
Butler, hired by District Judge Byron Matthews, 16
years ago, had his own set of problems when he ap-
in court. “‘One of the bailiffs told me that when
he was at the desk, I wasn't te come near it,” he recall-
s :
Those days were long forgotten as Sanders and
Butler were honored guests at each other’s retirement
parties this week. Enjoying the ;

fice were Sanders’ wife, Q.T., and his five children. He s

taking early retirement because he injured his back
when he slipped on oil at the jail Sept. 26, 1977. He has
had two sessions in the hospital since then with back in-
juries. In retirement he plans to operate a store at 801
Missouri.

Butler is returning to Hot Springs to help care for his
mother, Dinah Owens, and an aunt.

Another night a large group of rock enthusiasts were ||
gathered at Silver Creek Park at Lake Grapevine. “We |/
must have had 1,500 calls about the disturbance,” |
Sanders said. “So I went out and drove into that crowd |
and asked them what they were doing. ‘Just having a |
little fun,’ they said. So I told them that was great but |
theymdisun'bingfolksbaekainGmpevim.lmld !
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Fer MMhCouﬂJudgo

" Hard Worker Plans to Stay That Way
o e 2 S o P o oy i
work M to erase the public's apprehension

of District Attorney Tim Curry’s office since 1976.

The law that created the new probate court also took
probate jurisdiction away from Judge Mike
Schattman’s County Court at Law No. 2. When Schatt-
man was given probate duties, he asked Commissioners
Court, for, was denied and then sued for the same
$59,358 annual pay as Judge Bob Burnett of Probate
Court No. 1 receives. Schattman recently lost in the
Court of Appeals.

A proponent of speedy trial, Ferchill instituted the ci-
ty night court and added 5 p.m. dockets for the conve-
nience of wagearners when he was Fort Worth’s chief
municipal judge. He resigned in 1978 to run for the
county court to succeed Judge John Hill, who made a
successful race for judge of the 322nd District Court.

Ferchill is a graduate of the University of Texas Law
School. He and his wife, the former Martha Cantey
Hendricks, are parents of a son.

Brigham, a Navy veteran who served in the Marshall
Islands in World War 11, is a graduate of Baylor Law
School. He served with the FBI four years and practic-
ed in Waco with the firm of Conway, Brigham, Bice and
Cowden. George Cowden of the firm is now chairman of
the Public Utilities Commission of Texas.

Brigham returned to Fort Worth and joined Curry’s
staff in 1976. He is a third vice president of the Fort
Worth Founders’ Lions Club. He and his wife, Anne-
Lynn, have seven children. :

% L . Lomﬁonofthenewcwrtroomitsednotgfwnnow.

Brigham, also a candidate for the probate post, | The old Court House is being evacuated so that restora-
-;u of County Court at Law No. 1 to | tion can be completed. “Wherever they put me is fine
Mh—mmmmm with me,” Ferchill said.
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Overcoming
the obstacles

Award-winning county program
offers new challenges

to troubled kids

he pink granite hill sloping gently
1 ' toward a 10-foot drop seemed benign
enough to everyone except Felicia
Her opinion, though, was the only one that
mattered at the moment. She was the one
strapped into the rappelling harness. She
alone faced the backward descent over
the edge of the hill. And she was terrified.
Assurancesthat asafety rope would sup
port her if she fell, assurances that the hill
wasn't all that steep, even cajoling to “do it
for the girls” couldn’t budge her. The soles
of her sneakers were affixed as firmly to
the rock as were the lichens growing
there. She just wasn't going down
A few of the hoys in the crowd — later

_ ;~.a1¢9u&%e}w turn to rappel —

were snickering from their vantage point
on the hill above. “Hah, hah, Felicia, |
thought you were pretty tough.”

She was oblivious to their taunts. her
normally smiling face twisted into a gri-
mace of terror. For five minutes she
teetered between climbing back up the
hill and staying where she was. Then, al-
most as if an inner barrier melted, she
began to back down the mountain. In less

13-year-old rappeller takes first big step off cliff

. most outstanding and.

than 30 seconds the ordeal was over and
everyone was cheering

Felicia was no coward. She was the first
of the group to try rappelling and her
apprehension was understandable,

She and seven other youngsters, ages 13
to 16, were sweltering in the sun late last
month atop Enchanted Rock State Park
near Fredericksburg, participants in a na-
ture survival outing The program,
dubbed High Adventure and described as
a somewhat tamer version of Outward
Bound wilderness survival schools, s
sponsored by Tarrant County Juvenile
Services. It has just reeeived a National
County Achievement Award asone of the -

run programs in the : :
But while juvenile service personnel
were quietly pleased with theaward itheir
third in three vears), Felicia, Gary, ‘
Christine. “Go-go,” Orlando. Roland and \

Mike couldn’t have cared less. ‘
They were engrossed in the ¢ f
of their first camping trip — the first trip |

Please see Private on Page 3




rvices demonstrates rappelling

Group watches as James Smith of juv enile se

i

Probation officers Charlotte White, right, and Tom Marsh with hikers

| qury by Debbie Mitchell
Photos by Larry C. Price




Private groups are funding most of program

Continued from Page 1

out of Fort Worthever for 13-year-old
Gary.

Neither blistering sun nor blister-
ing feet could dull their enthusiasm
and complaints about empty can
teens or squashed peanut butter
sandwiches were absolutely out of
the question, beneath their dignity.

The youngsters, in the program as
either status offenders — truants,
runaways, paint sniffers — or as juve-
nile delinquents on probation, had
scarcely known each other before
the trip began. They spent the first
day and a half hiking around Peder-
n{a Falls, bettering their campsite
skills and getting acquainted.

Still a little shy with each other the
morning of the climb, by 10 p.m. that
night, they were holding hands, guid-
ingoneanother down from the rocks.

James Smith, deputy assistant di-
rector of juvenile services and leader
of the camping expedition, later
looked back on the dark and some-
times scary descent from Enchanted
Rock as one of the high points of the
trip.
'?\Vc stayed up too long and the

uence was that we came down
in the dark. We did it as safely as
possible and the good part was that
wedid itasagroup,” Smithsaid. "Just

to see the kids supporting one anoth-
er, helping one another and utilizing
the teamwork — that's the essence of
the wilderness program. The Kkids
feel like they've really done some-
thing, earned some self-confidence.”

And that, said Paul Cromwell, di-
rector of juvenile services, is just
what the program is all about.

“The majority of the kids in the
programare delinquentsand, ina lot
of cases, some are ?nuy hard core,”
Cromwell said. “We use the wilder-
ness trips to teach them responsibili-
ty. And it's an attempt to channel all
that youthful exuberance into a
worthwhile activity, something they
can be proud to say they did.”

Rappelling is just the kind of activi-
ty the youngsters are proud to “say
they did.” As Charlotte White, one
probation officer on the trip noted,
“it takes a Jot of nerve to step off a
mountain backwards, but the feeling
you get is worth it. You feel so good to
know that you could do that.”

For participants in the High Ad-
venture program (its leaders have
been trained through Outward
Bound), all possible safety precau-
tions are taken. The belay . A
second safety line, is used .'3" the
rappeller wears a helmet. Harnesses

and knots are checked and re
checked.
Even so, for a beginner the first
step backward is a big one.
mith, reminding the youngsters
that “you control your descent,” and
probation officer Tom Marsh, steady-
ing the belay rope, spent hours going
over the procedure on the “baby

slope” before the group moved on to
Turkey Peak and more challenging °

terrain late in the afternoon.

Turkey Peak, at the southeast cor-
ner of Enchanted Rock State Park,
may not be Mount Everest, buttoal3
year-old dangling over the side of a
70-foot cliff, it's, as Roland said, “pret-
ty scary, man.”

By the time the group topped the
400-foot peak, the sun was
low into the western sky, and by the
time the first rappeller had gone over
the side of the cliff, shadows from
adjacent hills had stretched across
the sandy river bed, the road and,
finally, the plateau.

Scary as the rope descent looked,
those wai on the rocks for their
turn torappel were thatdark-
ness wouldn't come before they had a
e ey weied, they
about going straight once and m
- “I'm never gonna skip school again

if 1 get down from here alive.” And
watching the buzzards circle lazily
overhead, a few noted whom they
wanted to remember in their wills if
the{ didn’t have the best of luck.

“If Idie, I want to be buried with all
my money,” or “Be sure to say good-
bye to Delia.” :

While some were joking with ac-
complished bravado and a nervous
laugh or two, others were agonizing
wi}h the decision of whether to rap-
pel.

Christine, who perhaps had had
the most difficulty with some of the
steeper slopes that afternoon, origi-
nally planned to forego the quick de-
scent off Turkey Peak. The sponsors
of High Adventure encourage every-
one to participate in all the activities,
but no one is forced to do something
he or she just doesn’t want to do.

Besides, someone had to walk down High Adventure program got superi-

the mountain to help carry the gear, 0T marks.

and Christine said she would beglad  Only a fraction of the money,

to do that, Cromwell said, comes from conntz‘
As she sat perched on a rock above  coffers. Most of the $10,000 budget

the rappelling ledge, watching a few  supplied by two private foundations

members of the group descend, — the Texas Boys Devel

though, Christine began changing ha /

her mind.

ammewummw ~ tion at the Unive

“I know I was scared,” she confid-
ed, “but I really wanted to do it so I
could go home and tell my mom.
She'd be proud of me.”

Cromwell lauds the High Adven-
ture program for providing its partic-
ipants with just that kind of self-con-
fidence and pride. He said that less
than 10 percent of those youngsters
who make the wilderness treks wind
up in trouble again — a far lower
percentage than among youths who
aren’t involved in the program.

The effectiveness of the program
was only part of the reason it was
selected to receive the National
County Achievement Award, mak-
ing Tarrant County one of only four
Texas counties recognized. Creative
financing also was an important cri-
terion for the award, and here the

“It’s not that the county ref o
und the program,” Cromwell said.
‘We just felt it would be better to

operate asindependently as possible.
That’s one of the main reasons we got
.he award.”

Since the program was born in Oc-
tober 1977, the brainchild of Juvenile
Judge Scott Moore, groups have trav-
eled to Big Bend, the Guadalupe Riv-
er and Philmont Scout Ranch in New
Mexico and have spent countless
weekends at the Sid Richardson
camp near Bridgeport.(The High Ad-
venture program is affiliated with
the Explorer program of the Boy
Scouts of America.) :

- Moore occassionally “sentences”
adjudged delinquents to the pro-
gram as a condition of their proba-
tion. Often, though, probation offi-
cers recommend that youngstersvol-
unteer to join the groups, which are
limited to 12 members.

Some youths like the m so
nuchthatthey refusetofalloutafter




Griffin exits judge race,
says precinct wants him

B.D Griffin, the colorful fiddle- laying Tarrant
County commissioner, said Tu ay his constitu-
entsinPrecinct4 have convinced him toabandona
planned race to unseat
County Judge Mike Mon-§
crief next year.

Griffin said he decided
six weeks ago, after talk-
ing to many of his sup-
porters, to seek a third
term as county commis-
sioner and drop a county-
wide challenge of the
wealthy incumbent coun-

ty judge.

“Well, it's just that most
of the people in Precinct 4 F 1 4
wantmetorunforre-elec- f g
tion,” Griffin said. “The
majority thought I'd been
doinga good jobascounty
S~ ner and l;opt:d i

continue to run for it,
and that's what I'll do.” . GRIFELY

Griffin, 48, never officially anounced

his against Moncrief, for months he has
campaigned privately toline upsupport foracoun-
ty judge race in 1982.

riffin conceded that Moncrief’s financial as-
sets as head of an oil company in Fort Worth
figured in Griffin’s decision to avoid a race pro-
Jected to require $300,000 in campaign funds.

“It would have been difficult to raise enough
money to combat the money Moncrief has avail-

245

New judges go right tbwork';

in Tarrant County offices

Two Tarrant County judges took the oath of
office Tuesday and will begin presiding in their
courts immediately.
ty commissioners appointed Pat Ferchill,
udge of County Court-at-Law No. 1,
new Probate Court No. 2.

% Brigham, an assistant district attorney for

the past six years, wasnamed toreplace Ferchill.
Both were sworn in by District Judge Charles

. Murray Tuesday morning in a ceremony in Com-
~missioners' Court chambers.

A 1971 graduate of the University of Texas Law
School, the 35-year-old Ferchill served as prosecu-
tor and later chief judge of the Fort Worth munici-
pal court

" As probate judge, he will preside in contested

and commit mentally ill people toinstitu-

able to him,” Griffin said.

Griffin would not speculate on who would have
won in a Griffin-Moncrief campaign. “Idon’t guess
anybody will every know.”

Does he expect Moncrief to be re-elected? “I
expect that's his problem,” Griffin replied.

Griffin became involved in county government
as an investigator for the Tarrant County district
attorney’soffice.In 1974 he won election totheseat
vacated by then-Commissioner George “Skeet”
Richardson of Keller.

Griffin is still bitter at what he calls “Mike Mon-
crief’s investigation,” referring to an inquiry the
county judge requested last year involving Grif-
fin’s running of his precinct garage. Moncrief
asked District Attorney Tim Curry to investigate
allegations that Griffin used county workers and
materials in his precinct garage for his personal
gain.

Griffin’s former road supervisor, Wendell Hill,
went first to Moncrief with the allegations, but a
county grand jury brought no complaint against
Griffin and indicted Hill on theft charges.

Griffin said he will continue to work on consoli-
dating the county’s road system, but hisimmediate
concern is the city-county jail complex.

“My primary target, after the decision by the
City of Fort Worth whether to go with the city-
county jail complex, is to get ample solution to our
jail problems that would meet with approval by
our (state) jail standard commmission,” he said.

Griffin has organized several bands that special-
ize in Western swing music and is known for his
ability to play a fiddle while it rests on his head.

—e—

PAT FERCHILL BILL BRIGHAM

Brigham is a former FBI special agent. As cou art 3
ait-lﬁw Judge, the 52-year-old will hear a variety of
civil cases. . i s e AR
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Judge opines on ‘hu

Duvallis anything but a detached observer

By JIM MORRIS
Star-Telegram Writer
It was docket call in Judge J.C. Du-
vall’s court. The usual stream of hot-
check writers, drunken drivers and
other menaces to society was there:
Duvall was in rare form.

At 82, the judge of Tarrant County
Criminal Court No. 1 is cranky but
compassionate, didactic but under-
standing. Thereisnootherlike him.

Duvall doesn’t ask a few routine
legal questions and dispense with a
case as quickly as possible. He lec-
tures, scolds and compliments the
sorry lot before him. He tells them
what they've done wrong and why
their behavior is unacceptable.

Then he tells them to think about
the paths their livesare following. Do
they want to be moral, law-abiding
citizens,ordothey wanttobedrunks,
thieves and prostitutes? It's their

choice.

On this day, a long-haired young
man accused of passing bad checks
stood nervously before Duvall. The
young man wasclinging tightly to his
girlfriend. :

Duvall told him how to pay off the
checks — “in cash.” Then, for good
measure, the judge added, “When
you get through with this, you'll feel
like a man again. It will probably be
the first time in your life you've felt
like a man.”

Duvall peered through his thick
glasses at the docket and called out
another name.

“My attorney ain’t showed up yet,”
the man said. Clearly perturbed at
the absent lawyer, Duvall told the
man he would wait a little longer.

The judge read the name of the

next defendant and was told by a -

clerk that the case already had been

disposed of.

“Well, what's it doing on my dock-
et?” Duvall bellowed, his voice carry-
ing into the hallway. “It’s got no busi-
ness on my docket.”

Next was another hot-check writ-
er, this time a young woman.

She said she had been paying off

thechecksaccordingtoschedule,but

her bondsman had asked to be re-
lieved of his responsibility.

Duvall asked a few questions about
the woman’s personal life. Apparent-
ly satisfied, he said, “Well, I'm not
going to let him go off her bond. He
took her money. This girl seems to be
honest, and her bondsman is going to
be honest, too.” ;

Duvall looked directly at the wom-
an and said, “Keep up the good work,
young lady.”

Several weeks later, Duvall was on

Please see Duvall’s on Page 46
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Duvall’s loves are life

Continued from Page 33
the telephone chewing out a man
who had been convicted of promot-
ing prostitution.

The man wastrying to find his wife
and thought the judge might have
seen her. After a few minutes, the
conversation gotaround tothe man’s
‘previous crime.

“What were you — a procurer?”
Duvall asked.

The answer must have been “yes,”
because Duvall asked what the sen-
tence was.

“Ten years probation?” Duvall
hooted with mock horror, “They
should have hanged you.”

More conversation. Duvall; “Three
hundred dollarsan hour? What wom-
an in the world is worth three hun-
dred dollars an hour?”

Duvall admits he's a cynic. Having
spentmorethan 20 yearsasjudge and
having been a war crimes prosecutor
in Germany, he'd have to be.

“I don’t expect too much of the
human race, so I don't get too disap-
pointed,” he is fond of saying.

At the same time, he is not without
hope.

“When judges get to the point
where they forget about the human
side of law,"” he says, “it’s too bad.”

Hesays he will stay on the bench as
long as his health is good and his
mental faculties are about him.

Law Duvall-style is markedly dif-
ferent from the law his colleagues
practice. He is not. satisfied being a
detached observer. He has bought
bustickets home for wayward young-
sters. He regularly orders inmates to
write essays on “What I have been
doing — wasitright or wrong? —and
what I propose to do about it.”

Duvall says he can tell when an
inmate’s trying to put one over on
him. “A lot of people have tried to
snow-job me,” he says. “I don’t snow-
job easily.”

He is especially leery of sudden
conversions to Christianity. *“When a
preacher comes down and says, ‘So-
and-so gave his soul to Jesus last Sun-
day,’'Ilook atthekid’srecord.If he’sa
tramp, he'd give his soul to anybody
who’d get him out of jail. In that case,
I tell the preacher, ‘You and Jesus
may have hissoul, butI've got his hide
for six more months.’ "

No doubt some of Duvall's charges
resent his methods. But others are
grateful. It’s the first time in their
lives someone has cared enough to
give them a tongue-lashing.

In June, Duvall received an invita-
tiontoattend graduation exercises at
the University of Texas School of
Nursing. A woman had been in Du-
vall’s court years earlier for prostitu-

- tion. Duvall had told her she had too
much potential to end up a “broken-
down old whore.” He bought her a
tickethome. Now she wasgraduating
from nursing school.

Duvall has a theory about parent-
ing: treatanaberrant youth with fair-
nessanddignity,and there’sachance
he’llrespond. Humiliate himand give

. him no responsibility, and you've
helped raise a delinquent.

“Everyone demands that you up-
hold their rights these days,” Duvall
says, “but who’s talking/ about re-
sponsibility? With every right comes
ahresponsibility, but we've forgotten
that.

“In the old days, if a kid stole, he
was a thief. Now he’s a deprived
child. A victim of society. Every-
body’s guilty except the kid.”

Duvall eredits his father with fore-
ing him to leave home and fend for
himself. The night of his high school
graduation in Owen County, Ky., in
1916, Duvall came home late and
found hisfather waitingup for him.

“He said, ‘You've been moving
pretty loose on the axle lately. How
muchmoney do you have?'I told him
I had $11.47. He said that was enough.
Hetold metoget out of the house, and
if I could make an honest living for a
year, he’d send me to any college 1
wanted.” ; .

Duvall left 12 hours later and be-
came ‘a “mud clerk” (a “glorified
bellhop”) on ‘a steamboat. He got
other jobs, worked his way through
Drake University in Iowa and re-
turned home four years later.

- The first question his father asked
was if he needed money. “I said, ‘No.
Do you want to borrow some?’

- He left Kentucky for Texas. He

—— o
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“If people think they can do whatever they want,
that’s a misconception of liberty. We've thought
too much about the rights of the individual and
not enough about the rights of the commaunity.
Peoplefeel they’re entitled to too much.”

/

—Judge J.C. Duvall

taught high school in Austin and col-
lege in Seguin before coming to Fort
Worth in 1920.

Hetaughtatthe Fort Worth Mason-
ic Home and School for six years. In
1926, he passed the bar exam, joined a
law firm and ran successfully for

‘staterepresentative, eventually serv-

ing five terms.

By the late 1930s, life was good.
Then World War II came along. In
spite of hisage — 43 — Duvall felt the
need to offer his services.

He went through the war in mili-
tary intelligence. Afterward, he pro-
secuted war crimes with Leon Jawor-
ski. They went after Nazis who had
shot and gassed thousands of prison-
ers. It was a sobering experience and

. one not without irony.

“We prosecuted violations of civi-
lized warfare — if there is such a
thing,” Duvall said. “There’s no nice
way tofighta war. Your jobistokillas
many of the enemy as you can. The
first thing you've got to learn to do is
hate. It’s not hard to do. But they lay
down rules and regulations, and
you’ve got to follow them.”

In 1947, Duvall was named chief
judgeof the U.S. Courtin the German
states of Wurttemberg and Baden.
The court heard conventional crimi-
nal and civil cases. Duvall was glad to
berid of theatrocities of Buchenwald
and Auschwitz.

Duvall got a surprise when he re-
turned to the States. His law clients
had vanished, and one of his partners
haddied. It wastimeto try something
new. :

Turning to his well-honed prosecu-
torial skills, Duvall became an assist-
ant district attorney. County Crimi-
nal Court No. 1 Judge W.H. Tolbert
was struck by serious illness in 1957,
and state law permitted lawyers
working in the court to elect atempo-
rary replacement. Duvall made it
known he was a candidate.

“We passed around a Stetson hat,
and Duvall got the nod,” a former
prosecutor in Duvall’scourt recalled.
Tolbert later died, and Duvall kept
the seat. s

The old judge has slowed a bit, but
he hasn't lost his zeal for observing
the human condition and passing on
his observations to fledgling prosecu-
tors.

Duvall has gone through more
than 80 of them and several — Gor-
don Gray, Pete Perez, George
McManus, Billy Mills — have become
Fort Worth judges themselves.

Above all, they say working in Du-
vall's court was a challenge. Says a
former prosecutor;

“Judge Duvall, as opposed to other
judges, has the ability to deal with
human beings not only in the context-
of justice, but also in the context of
their personal needs.”

“He taught me an awful lot,” said
another. “The judge has his own
thoughts about justice. For instance,
he didn’t always follow the rules as
far as granting new trials. He might
give a kid six months in jail and then
bring him down after three weeks
and give him a new trial when he
really didn’t have the jurisdiction to
do it.”

Duvall’s latest tirade was on jury
selection. The judge was telling one
of his current prosecutors to forget
what he had learned in law school.

“These law schools don’t teach you
how to empanel a jury,” Duvall said,
snarling. “When you’rea prosecutor,
youdon’t ask someone who their kin-
folks are. You ask them if they would
haveany hesitancy touphold thelaw.
It doesn’t make any difference what
church a man belongs toor whatrace
he belongs to — as long as he can
uphold the law.”

People haven't changed much
since the early 1900s, Duvall con-

tends. Back then, if you were a kid
and wanted to get into a little mis-
chief, you found a still and drank
cornwhiskey. Today, yousmoke mar-
ijuana.

' “Lawis custom,” Duvall says. “Mor-
al values swing like a pendulum.”
What once was unacceptable has be-
come commonplace.

Duvall remembers Prohibition. It
didn’t work, he says, because “moral
imposition of rules on someone else
never works."” ‘

One aspect of modern society trou-
bles Duvall — the rapid increase in
violent crime. He doesn’t fully under-
stand it, but believes it hassomething
to do with a lack of direction in gov-
ernment.

“If people think they can do what-
ever they want, that’s a misconcep-
tion of liberty,” he says. “We've
thought too much about the rights of
the individual and not enough about
the rights of the community. People
feel they're entitled to too much.”

What's the answer? Enforce the
laws more strictly, Duvall suggests.
Doaway with “silly” reversals of con-
victions on obscure legal points.
Make a criminal own up to what he
has done. ‘

Earlier this month, Duvall sen-
tenced an ex-lieutenant colonel to a
year in jail for driving while intoxi-

cated. The man had been given a pro-

and law

bated sentence on the same charge
the week before.

“Isaid, ‘Colonel, I'm not mad at you,
but you’re dangerous to society.’ 1
think a fellow ought to take a drink
onceinawhileif you wantto. But you
don’thave tomakea pigof yourselif.”

A history buff, Duvall often quotes
ancient scholars to get his point
across.

He likens himself to the Greek cyn-
ic Zeno, who had “‘observed human
nature so long that he was neither
disappointed nor surprised at any-
thing anyone did.”

One person who does have Duvall’s
untiring admiration is Abraham Lin-
coln. If Duvall is not a certifiable Lin-

~ coln authority, he is close to it. Lin-

coln busts and portraits fill the
judge’s chambers.

What Duvall likes about Lincoln
was his honesty and tenacity, quali-
ties Duvall finds lacking in most pres-
ent-day politicians.

Duvall concurs with Richard Hen-
ry Lee, a founder of Virginia, who :
said, “Politics is the science of fraud,
and politicians are the professors of
that science.”

In Duvall’s mind, Lincolnshould be
a model for anyone in authority.

As for himself, Duvall says his pur-

pose on the bench has been to “stand

between the foolishness of law and
the practicality of law.” : :

The judge reasons there are “two
kinds of people in this world — think-
ing people and feeling people. To
thinking people, life is a comedy. To
feeling people, lifeisa damned trage-
dy"l X £
Duvall fancies himself a thinking
person. “I'd like to see everybody get
along,” he says, “but I'm not goingto
drown myself if they don’t.

*“The only pleasure I get out of this
jobisdealing with the human family.
Ilike humans like I like my dogs.and
cats. Damn it, they're interesting.”

e —
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warmer . . . rairskiesand milder temperaturesare expected
Tuesday with skies turning partly cloudy Wednesday. Highs in the
middle 70s are forecast Tuesday, reaching the middle 80s Wednesday
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Vickie Daniel
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Oilers can't
stop Steelers,
lose 26-13
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Courtin’
a dusty
new look

By JAMES PINKERTON
Star-Telegram Writer

County Clerk Madrin Huffman
says Tarrant County’s $5 million ef-
fort to restore its 85-year-old court-
house has given him a severe case of
pneumonia.

Huffman is back on the job, still
coughing and blowing his nose, after
eight daysinthe hospital because of a
mild cold, aggravated by dust, turned
into pneumonia.

While other offices are operatmg
in warmer, cleaner quarters in the
county’s new administration build-
ing across Weatherford Street, Huff-
manand his50employees continueto
dobusinessin whatisnow the shell of
a cold, dark ¢courthouse.

Huffman said his doctor believes
the pneumonia came from breathing
clouds of dust stirred up when con-
struction workers punched through
thefloors with jackhammerstomake
way for new elevator shafts and fire
stairs. g

“When you go home and blow your 4
nose, it’s black,” Huffman said of
spending a day in the dust-laden off-
ice.

Several of Huffman’s50 employees
have complained of respiratory prob-
lems, and it was not until the county -
clerk was hospitalized that a barrier

. was erected to keep the dust from

. rolling into the east side of the court-

\ house where Huffman’ s employees
work.

Frances Cisneros, a pleasant wom-

courthouse, usually greets her’ pas-
sengers with a wide smile.
R Monday afternoon, she was
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PROBATE EMPLOYEES BN | soon-to-be new offices
an who runs the elevator in the old - hunched over in-a heavy coat and gone; as the sunhght outside faded,”

racked with a hacking cough. A box, the temperature in. the unheated ele—
of Kleenex was next to her purse.

Her face was pale and the sxmle l?lease see Courtm on Page 2
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By DAVE MONTGOMERY

Star-'l'elegram Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — The “Dear Sena-
tor” letter to Lloyd Bentsen con-
sumed an expensive quarter-page of
a Dallas newspaper. “You're a fine
s nator,” 1t began. Then came the

owever.”

The open letter to the Democratic
Texas senator was signed by interna-
tional businessman Harlan Crow and

urged Bentsen to “re-evaluate” his

oppositiontothe AWACS armssaleto
Saudi Arabia. ’

The issue will come to a showdown
in the Senate Wednesday and Crow’s

newspaper ad is characteristic of the

intense public pressure befalling
Bentsen, who opposes the deal.

Since September, his office has
received an average of 41 calls a day,
more than on any other issue this
year, including the economy. Power-
ful forcesin the White House and the
Texas business community have lob-
bied him extensively inan attempt to
change his mind. And Tuesday, he |
marches to the White House along
with ‘other opposition senators to
hear a final appeal from Reagan in
behalf of the embattled foreign poli-
cy issue.

“It’s coming hot ang heavy,” an
aide said amid the fi

Monday, 2,341 cafds, letters and
nhone - calls h poured into

Bentsen gets
strong

blitz
ACS

Reagan puts
pressure on

Los Angeles Times News Slervice

WASHINGTON — With enough
senators on record. to hand him a
defeat on his proposed AWACS deal
with Saudi Arabia, President Reagan
on Monday opened an llth-hour
drive to lure uncommitted and oppo-
sition members to his side i m the bat-
tle.

Inintensifying his efforts, the pres-
ident met with a succession of sena-
tors in a quiet White House study.

He succeeded in getting Sen. Wil-
liam L. Armstrong, R-Colo., to line up
insupport of his$8.5 billionarms sale,

Please see Reaganon Page 2

blitz of con- -
. stituent and lobby falls. By noon

Bentsen’s office, divided almosti
equally on opposite sides of the arms,
sale proposal.

Going into Tuesday’s meeting with
Reagan, Bentsen, according to an As-
sociated Press count, stood on the
dominant side as one of 55 senators

Please see Bentsen on Page ?2
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- Judge Duvall relents
. to ‘oldFather Time*
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By JIM MORRIS
Star-Telegram Writer

J.C. Duvall's name was conspic-
uously absent from Monday's final
list of Tarrant County Democratic

~ candidates for the upcoming pri-
mary election.

Surely this was a mistake. The
83-year-old judge has been admin-
istering his own, inimitable brand

¢ of justice in County Criminal
- * Court No. 1 for 24 years. It is com-
mon knowledge that he has been
inpoor health, but Duvall wastalk-
ing asrecently as last month about
seekingaseventh, four-yearterm.
¢ Still,itbecameclear asthe 6 p.m.
filing deadline approached Mon-
day that Duvall is getting out of
the political arena for good. He
will be replaced by one of three
candidates — former District At-
torney Frank Coffey, former
Chief Municipal Judge Maryellen
Hicks — both Democrats — or As-
sistant District Attorney Bob Mar-

+ shall, a Republican.
% In a telephone interview Tues-
+ day afternoon from his Lake
Z«Granbury retreat, Duvallsaid heis

sure any of the three would do a
credible job.

None of the candidates, howev-
er, will be able to replace Duvall.

Born and reared in Owen Coun-
ty, Ky.. Duvall wascommanded by
his stern father to leave home af-
ter high school and seek his for-
tune. He came to Texas, served
five terms on the Legislature and
became a prosecutor of Nazi war
criminals in post-World War I

ny.

After returning to Fort Worth,
he spent several yearsasa Tarrant
County assistant district att
and was appointed to the county
criminal court judgeship in 1957.

Since then, the irreverent, un-

redictable Duvall has

ike a king whose subjects either
idolize or deplore him — but never
have mixed (eellng‘.

Duvall has lost a lot of his punch
in recent months, however. He
suffered a heart attack last
Thanksgiving and shortly after-
ward had a bout with
His doctors sentenced him to an
indefinite term in bed, which in

&mmauhqnqm ;

“I think old Father Time has
caught up with me,” Duvall said in
an unc
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4 from ¢ dystrophy.
- corneas to becor '.ﬁﬂmwthg

i
i

~availa

m). ”
But she will have difficulty obtain-

ing the clear, thin “windows” at the

front of the eye.

A Syearold state law permits
coroners to remove corneas from a
corpse where there are no known
lﬂtﬁmwbomightobjecttomepro-
cedure. But officials in the Tarrant
County Medical Examiner’s office
claim they lack the proper resources
to extract all of the corneas permit-
ted under the law.

“I'd like people who need cornea
transplants to get them, but we don’t
R Pareagd ot ooy oot

tcounty deputy medi-
cal examiner. “We don’t have the nu-
trients, the solutions or the sterile
instruments, and there is the case-
load factor.

“There are two doctors doing a
four-doctor caseload.”

Mrs. Latham received her trans-
wmfromtheEyeBankinFon

orth, which coordinates donors
and recipientsof corneas. Thedonors
of the tissue remain anonymous.

J.T. Hinkle, executive director of
the Bank, blamed the lack of
corneas on warnings to the
medical examiner’s office that the

\

state law was vague and susceptible
to challenge.

But Krouse said that the warnings
werenotastrong factoraffecting the
corneal-removal rate.

“The legal advice was not a major
factor,” Krouse said. “We’re not real-
ly afraid of being sued, we're just
operating on a conservative note.”

He said about six more corneas
could be extracted each month if the
medical examiner’s office had the
proper equipment and manpower. In
the 10 counties supplied by the Eye
Bank, an average of 20 people are on
the waiting list for corneal trans-
plants, which, Hinkle said, have a suc-
cess rate of more than 90 percent.

am/TONY RECORD

TRANSPLANT SUCCESS. . . Dorothy Latham sees value

State Sen. Betty Andujar, R-Fort
Worth, who sponsored the 1977 law}\
said she was “terribly disappointed”
by the failure of the Tarrant County
Medical Examiner’s office toremove
the eyeballs of eligible corpses.

She said she had expected the law
to result in about 80 more available
corneas annually for this area. She
did not investigate the local situation
after passage of the law, however,
and said the issue “got lost in the
shuffle.” Uit

Early this year, Mrs. Latham will
again undergo the one-hour opera-
tion, which costsabout $4,000pereye.
But the prospect of the delicate sur-
gery has never frightened her.

—
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By CAROL NUCKOLS

Star-Telegram Writer

hey call it “The Best Little Warehouse in

‘B Texas.” Maybe it is. Surely it boasts the most
varied contents. :

For 10 days beginning today, the 10th annual

Channel 13 Auction will transform Dallas’ public

television station into a warehouse of sorts, jam-

packed with goods (plus services and cash) worth
more than $850,000. The event will dominate the
North Texas public television airwaves, to the
good fortune of astute bidders and to the benefit
($600,000 or so) of the station’soperating budget.
Approximately $100,000 worth of those goods,
services and cash are donated by Fort Worth
merchants — and quite a bit more comes from
the remainder of Tarrant County, said Mary El-
len Schattman, Fort Worth coordinator for the

PUBLICLY
SPEAKING...
Mary Ellen Schatt-
man on the line
with one of the
many items
donated

for Channel 13’s
annual auction
starting today.

FW gets in auction action

auction. Some 60 Fort Worth volunteers perform
such duties as cajoling merchants into donating
auctionable items, picking up merchandise and
answering the phone.

“It’s amazing what people will do for us be-
cause we ask them to,” Schattman said. Jewelers
make up special rings; large employers such as
Continental National Bank, Fort Worth National
Bank and Bell Helicopter send entire groups of
employees to assist with on-air duties; store own-
ersoffer volunteerstherunof the placein assem-
bling outfits or packages of goods. ;

But what’s probably more amazing is what
people do without being asked. Neon sculptor
Greg Garnett encountered Schattman by
chance, and upon learning that she was involved
withthe auction, informed her that he wanted to
donate a sculpture. And so it goes.

- “Some people give because they love Channel
Please see Fort Worth on Page 4




Fort Wo'rth merchants ante up

ffOI‘ the benefit of 13’s bidders

Continued from Page 1

#18; and they love the publicity,” Schattman
noted. Once they’ve participated in the auction,
they might not need to be asked to repeat the
sZ»gesture in subsequent years. Among the most
gung-ho of local enthusiasts are Miller Brewing

Co. and Dietz Opticians, she added.
“We offer them something in exchange — air
“time. And it’s tax deductible, of course. So some
.people we talk into it, especially if we see some-
thing that catches our fancy. And we send out

Jefters.: iy v :

.The auction gets plenty of support from Fort
Worth Boswell Foy Associates has donated six
Regency-style chairs, total value $6, 600; Saturn
Stained Glass gave a large Victorian oval glass

.with a floral design; KJIM radio gives $1,600
.worth of air time; weaver Winston Herbert will
custom design and make a weaving for the high-
.€st bidder.

«, Other choice items: five VIP memberships at
Billy Bob’s Téxas; a block of 50 tickets to that
famous North Sidebar; an “indescribable” 2-foot-
tall bust of Othello or Henry V1II or some other
illustrious gentleman with a feather in his hat,
«» from Minton-Corley; a large ceramic Chinese pa-
goda planter; prints by Scottand Stuart Gentling:
a painting from Gallery One.

..And there’s more: 30 hamburger-and-french-
l;ry mealsat Kincaid's, lunch for 10at the Kimbell
Art Museum, sightseeing tours of Fort Worth,
gxft certificate to classes at the Fort Worth Muse-

-.um of Science and History, green stamps mea-

.sured out by the yard, nachos for an army from

Jimenez.

“Everyone from the arts in Fort Worth

= donates," Schattman ‘said. Season tickets are

available to the Fort Worth Symphony, Fort

. -Worth Opera, Fine Film Series, Youth Orchestra

and local theaters. The Kimbelland Amon Carter
~museums have donated art books.

+ -.Hulen Mall is one of several area malls and

shopping centers being honored for thelr sup-
port with special nights. Hulen Mall night is Sat-
urday, featuring a gift certificate from Clyde
Campbell, sculptured nails from Mona’s Sculp-
tured Nails, four claret glasses from One Foot in
the Sea, a print from Graphix, portable wine bar
from Handcrafters, 10-gallon aquarium set from
Jerry's Perfect Pets and many other items.

Saturday also is Western day; among the items
to go on the block are two pairs of chaps, one in
red leather with gold decoration, the other white
and silver; a block of tickets to the Cowtown
Rodeo,and ranch oak furniture from A. Brandt.

On the strange side: 1,300 pounds of exotic
fertilizer from the Fort Worth Zoo (Schattman
did notsay that thisitem would be warehoused in
the television studio), plus an opportunity to
meet the donor — a rhino or hippo.

And those are just a few things to go on the
block from Fort Worth alone.

Other items include trips to Mexico, Santa Fe,.
Washington, D.C.,and numerous other locations;
advertising space in the Richardson Daily News;
a year of Muzak; an antique grocery scale; life-
time membership in a video club; real estate and
income tax courses; faucets; countless dinners
and gourmet gift baskets; haircuts and perma-
nents; art restoration.

Figurines, baskets, carpetcleanmg, dog board-
ing, a magnolia tree, stained glass, ceiling fans,
corrugated packing boxes, facials, skates, a per-
formance by the Richardson Community Band,
clothing (including couture), a lot in Granbury,
an inflatable raft, watches, fishing poles — the
list goes on. And on and on and on.

““There are always bargains to be found, with
such a volume,” the coordinator commented.
“Rarely do things go for 100 percent of retail.”

Hours of the auction are 5 p.m. to midnight
weekdays and 1 p.m. to mldmght weekends
through June 13.

/
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Probaﬂon Official

MoreCnnmt.llsFreed’

By MADELINE WILLIAMS

"nComneSpeaalmadeherﬁrstreportfortb‘
Ad t Probation Department for May, 1969, there were |

ImmnﬁnaISﬁ'eeonpmbahoanarrantmew,

. Apnl. showed 9,504.
“That's a tremendous increase

" yesterday as she tidied up her |
retirement reception this after-
fices.

late Karl Howard, who had
become chief probation officer

: -Worth-f

Her father the late ilqw-

Shestamdoutas' f book
ong before she was promo tzé*’.'»!;é‘ ofﬁee

ofﬂ:eafﬁcestaffandcoordmaungntswa‘kww

charge
that of t.he probation officers.

“Tl'ns is stressful work,” she said. “i’m ready fera ‘

,rest.‘

ﬁrstyeantmsopen.
“1 had gone to Poly,” shesand. andalotpfuafrom

Riverside went to North Side or Central, but when we
ﬁnallygotmrownlughschool.mostofuswentbwkw |

graduate there.”

: _Asforreumnentplans.Mrs.Specmlandherhus-

‘ John, mamdmanagm'wxdtPeu-ochenucal-SCo
vilitchﬂdrenandgrandchﬂdren.

I‘hardaughter Teresa.wasgraduatedMaylﬁthh

hwdegreefrmnTexasTechandmllgoboworkAug
Iﬂh the office of the county attorney of Parker County.

wmsmmmwmmwana ‘
"Special also was honored at a reti

Sk e s Ready for Rest

Herlastreport.at_thee!ﬂof{

in 13 years,” Mrs. Special said |
‘workandherdeskbeforelm"
‘noon in the Adult Probation of |
Mrs. Speaalwasmmdbym‘

‘afterretzrmgaspohcecinefofl“m }

‘grew up m Fort Worth and was
graduated from R:vemdg ngh School in. 1937—-the

a ac;msemOcmba‘amduthm'mps,espemllym

A son, John, lives here, and another son, Kevm. works ;




MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 7. 1982

By BRIAN HOWARD
Star-Telegram Writer

We won Sunday!

The Tarrant County Sheriff’s Pos-
se whipped the pants off of the Dal-
las County Sheriff’s Posse!

Tarrant County Judge Mike Mon-
crief beat Dallas County Judge Gar-
ry Weber by virtually a country
mile.

It was the First Annual County
Line Challenge Race, pitting five
members of each county’s sheriff’s
posse — as well as the two county
judges — against each other in a
one-mile relay race on horseback
under the glaring June sun.

the final leg of the race, Tarrant
County won convincmgly — as was
expected.

Confirming suspicions that Dalla-
sites might be sore losers, Weber
immediately blamed his humiliat-

Star-Telegram/WADE GATES
MONCRIEF TRIUMPHANTLY LIFTS TROPHY .. .as a dejected Weber, left, stands by

County team
turns hoss race
info runaway

With Moncrief and Weber riding

For information on the
Chisholm Trail Round-up Friday
through Sunday, dial 589-7433 and
ask for Tape No. 100.

ing loss on his horse, a beautiful,
strutting, dun Quarterhorse sup-
plied at the last moment by Tarrant
County.

Tarrant County did not dignify
that claim with a response, and was
not asked to do so.

A trophy —a wood-and-metalcov-
ered wagon — was presented to the
jubilant Moncrief and will reside in
Tarrant County offices until the
next race.

“Here it is, boys,” Moncrief
crowed as he raised it in triumph
above his head.

Weber also presented Moncrief

Please see Tarrant on Page 2
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i Fangs for the memories -- Bob : up on June 12 - 13 an incisive look at
Popplewell gave visitors to his snake
exhibit at the Chisholm Trail Round-

Sy

' 2 ]
- tinely to oliminate what he calls “‘the

the business end of this rattlesnake. ~ myths and fallacles” of rattlesnake
He gives loctufu and exhibits rou- lore. [ANA Photo)

| b ) e [ . ’ _ ; |
Snakes loose on lake? - and at Liberty e
! ' g ' ! by b '

g HERE’S A SCENE COMMON TO EVERY WESTERN, OR ANY ~ the recent heavy spring rains, says Clark. : e

movie with a desett setting, for that matter. “There’s a lot of snakes moving,” says Clark. ‘‘Their homes have been

It’s the one wherein the beautiful heroine nearly plants her petite flooded out,” by .higher th‘f‘ normal levels in the area l.‘k‘“- N .

boot right in the middle of a rattlesnake, which is coiled and coifed Clark also attributes the increased number of snake sightings to anticipation.

cinematically, and ready to strike. “If you’re concerned about something being around, you’re going to notice it

3" “
*“Oooh, help me, help me!’’ she implores. more,” he says,

“‘Stay calm, honey,” drawls her burly, he-man companion, as he draws his —— ‘‘There’s going to be some snakes, even in places where you'd think there

45. shouldn’t be any,”” says Clark. ‘‘Just because you’ve got a nice manicured lawn
-“‘Ka-blamm!!!"” roats the gun. doesn’t mean you won’t have snakes.”’ _ ;
One shot. Dead snake. Hugs and kisses for the hero. That was conﬁrme.d by Fort Worth Zoo herpetologist Gary Carl, who added
That scene, and its accompanying gut-wrenching fear, is re-enacted many that, “You’re.more likely to see them moving around during their spring mating

times whenever a hapless soul encounters a rattler in the wild, or even in the m‘."" particularly around ‘lake areas.

flower bed. And that's the scene, and the fear, that Bob Popplewell, Tarrant Besu.les the water moccasins, copperheat:ls, and a number of garden-variety

County personnel director and long-time snake fancier, says he is trying to non-poisonous snakes, Carl says that four dlﬂ’ete‘nt types of rattlesnakes can be

combat. found in Tarrant County and the surrounding areas, including western
Snake mythology has long been laced with tales of their fearful and fascinating diamondback, massasauga, cansbrake and western pygmy rattlers. -

powers. Popplewell admits he has been fascinated with them siace his childhood. The presence, and prescience, of snakes in the Eagle Mountain Lake and

Now his hobby has grown to include a snake ‘‘farm” at his Eagle Mountain Liberty School area has bee.n fairly common knowledge for some time, according
Lake home, and frequent lectures and exhibits that combine herpetology fact, to Popplewell and other residents. '

with stde-show folly. i i s School board president Roy Ralls/says, ' {This is. snake country and there's
“T'm just trying to show people that snakes aren’t the morbid, evil creatures afew to befon‘nd o ST ‘ '

everybody thinks they are,” says Popplewell, ‘‘and that most of what they know Ralls agrees that patents of the local school children may have a legitimate

about them are old wiwe’s tales.’” concern, but adds, ‘‘Probably, every rattlesnake found in this country will be
""People are taught to fear snakes from the time they are children and ‘that blamed on his (Popplewell’s) operatio'n." ;

fear carries over until they are adults,”” Popplewell says. T Although Ralls says he has discussed the situation with the district
While his snake show audiences may appreciate his approach, some of his superintendent of schools, *“I have not had a call from the public or any of the

neighbors don’t share that enthusiasm. They are complaining that many school board members.” He says that snakes have been sighted periodically on

rattlesnake sightings in their neighborhood may be due to the reptiles escaping school grounds for years, and thf faculty had been apprised of the situation.

from the metal barn where Popplewell houses his snakes. Rumgrs that disgruntled residents had filed mpltiﬂ“ with the Tarrant
““We never did see one until last summer,”” says Mrs. L. E. Brooks, who says Countysheriff’s department and the district attorney’s office could not be

she and her husband have lived in their lakefront home, several miles from — confirmed.

Popplewell, for nine years. . Sheriff Lon Evms says, *‘1 haven’t heard any complaints from the citizens.”

Mrs. Brooks says her neighbors, Dick and Ruth Schwartz, have had to kill at Fred Schattman, assistant district attorney, says, “If they want the
least two rattlesnakes in their garden. commissioners court to tell Bob Popplewell how to run his business, they’re

Another neighbor, Linda McCreary, says she has heard that snakes have been ‘ [Please See Sec. I, Page 11]
killed on the Liberty Elementary School grounds, where her childreh attend
school. A recent Fort Worth Star Telegram article reported ‘that the school is
across the street from Popplewell’s house and snake barn. The article failed to
note that the school is also ¥ mile away from the Popplewells.

McCreary says, ‘“‘I'm concerned because I've heard that rattlesnakes are not
indigenous to this area,”” although she admits, “‘I'd venture to say that most
people don’t know what they’ve seen.”” She says she has not seen any snakes
herself. 5

Despite the neighbors’ fears that rattlesnakes were uncommon in this area,
Wayne Clark, assistant naturalist at the Fort Worth Nature Center and Refuge, .
says those fears are unjustified.

"“As far as the people being upset out there, that's totally unfounded,” says
Clark. *‘There are rattlesnakes around here, always have been.”’,

What lakeside residents may view as a recent influx of snakes is a result of
M 1 (4
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“Snakes alive” [Continued from Sec. I Pq'e 10)

asking the wroné people. We wonlxld no more tell Llir. Popplewell how to run his
business than we would tell the Azle News how to run theirs.”’

‘“There’s got to be some kind of restriction or rule,”’ before a governing body
can take any action on the situation, says Schattman. There are no state or

~ county laws pertaining to Popplewell’s snake business, according to Texas Parks
and Wildlife and county officials queried. ;

Dick Schwartz was quoted by the Star Telegram as saying the reason residents
have no legal recourse is because, “Anybody that’s political isn’t going to say
anything about it because of Popplewell and Moncrief,” _He_referred to
Popplewell’s personal and business associations with County Judge Mike
Moncrief. :

“MIKE IS ONE OF THE MOST STRAIGHTFORWARD PEOPLE I KNOW,”
counters Popplewell. He says his association with Moncrief has in no way
influenced other county officials in Popplewell’s behalf. Although Moncrief is a
business partner in the snake farm, Popplewell says he has never visited the
barn. g

“I am satisfied that Mr. Popplewell has done everything within his power to
insure that none of the snakes can escape,”’ says Moncrief. “It's purely and
simply a matter of high water. Any time you get this much rain, snakes will be
moving because their dens have been flooded.”’

A trace of anger tinges Moncrief’s voice: ““It’s my understanding that because
of this situation Mr. Popplewell has had to put up with a number of threats to
his family.”’ :

Popplewell confirmed this, but adds that his job as county personnel director
doesn’t add to his popularity. *‘It’s the most negative job I know of. All day long
I have to tell people, ‘No, you can’t have this raise, no, you can’t have any extra
workers in your section’,‘he says with a shrug, ;.;j‘ji" '

|

___| escape-proof.

—

|
! I |

i ‘ ;
i WAYNE CLARK S_YMPATHIZES WITH MPm “PERSONALLY, I
. think he got a raw deal,” he says about the harrasment Popplewell has recently

—

i received. { : 1’ :

However, Clark decries the ‘‘snake business” ai its potential danger to the
ecology, including some endangeréd reptiles thatmay be flushed out by the
gasoline used in ‘‘rattlesnake roundups.’’ i ;

Moncrief and Popplewell also say they dislike the methods used by the
roundups. Popplewell says he prefers to catch the ‘Tgkes manually becfause the
gasoline gives the snakes a kind of pneumonia at kills them within a few
weeks. Sl

Linda
arrange  to inspect

McCreary says she ‘vould be reassure :;if m impartial party could
Popplewell’s barn to detemine if it was secure and

Popplewell invited this reporter to inspect the thrn, éand to go snake hunting
in the creek behind his house, which he says ae full of snakes. He says a
similar offer made to Dick Schwartz was refused tyice. The offer was also made
to a Star Telegram reporter, but could not be" ed at that time. :

Although the snake hunting expedition could n t be arranged on short notice,
this reporter did examine the barn. It appears to be a fairly new, insulated and

air-conditioned metal structure set into a concrete foundation. The approximately
were ' to be

- 100-200 snakes inside were enclosed in pens or cages that appeared
: secure. No obvious holes could be seen inside or outside: the barn. ;
“I'm a statistician, and I've got a master’s degree, and I've taught socfology
in college,”” says Popplewell with a sheepish grin, *‘But this is where I like to
spend my spare time and unwind, with these snakes,”’ he says, gesturing around

THE AZLE NEWS ADVERTISER, Thursday, June 17, 1982 Sec. I Page 11
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the barn. : !

1
tler’s hides ;re used to make hat-
bands, and belts for the well dressed
Texan who likes to get close to his
reptile. [ANA Photo]

Tulhy, a snake; Ml:omw, & paper-
weight -- These small rattlers are
clear-cast in a plastic resin to make
ub.ncow-buhmllmn-hrwnt-
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Probation o
plaudits of

By TERRY WILSON
Telegram Writer
Peter L. Hinojosa is obsessed with being
productive and doing constructive things

with his time. Instead of spending his free

hours socializing. the 29 year-
old Fort Worth man devoles
one day & week to being a Bi
Brother for an 1lyear

boy, and he plays flag football §

for charity, :

His efforts have paid off in
many ways, but mest v
he was honored as ;
ing Field Officer of the Year
by his peers in the Tarrant
County ment of Adult
Probation.

or quart

in Tarrant County, such as the

He and his peers work with many ageticies

Texas Rehabili-

tation Commission, to help those on probation

learn skills and find jobs. ]
“It's under the concept of community cor

rections.” he said. adding that by getting of-

fenders back into the comm . they can be

helped to contribute to its tax hl live

relatively normal lives.

y s

His associates make to work am uplift
ing experience. he sa y coworkers are
just fantastic people to work with and the
cwnuvo nature ’! the unit is just unbeliey-

abie, P i R
Earlier this yut.hnw‘nﬁ t0a

committee within the
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Desiree Elliott and Jerry Elliott—will entertain at
the First National Bank of Fort Worth’s 81st an-

SPEAKER-Bill Hilliard
Jr., assistant general
manager of Tarrant Coun-
ty Water Control and Im-

provement District No. 1,
wﬂmd:atﬂnﬁou’ecy

4

nual Junior Exhibitors’ Stock Show Breakfast
Sunday. Jerry Clower, entertainment star at the
Mﬂmﬂ.(bnthasbeenhonmedform
country music and Christian service.
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 Among Joe Spurlock’s Memories
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Lawyer Drank the Evidehbe, Won the Caseﬂ
In Famed Lake Worth Pollution Trial ‘

By DELBEKT WILLIS ]
Five dirty, Mason fruit jars had been introduced into

evidence.

Two deputy sheriffs had brought the jars into the
courtroom in an effort to prove
that the contents were polluted
and unfit for human consump- |
tion. ;

The State of Texas,in collabor-
‘ation with the district attorney’s
office, sought an injunction to
force the Lake Worth Washateria
out of business. The deputies had
scooped the murky contents
from a drainage pit back of the
washateria after it had been
treated by chemicals. _

All witnesses had been heard.

Delbert Willis
The trial was over except for the summation by attor-

neys, including Joe Spurlock, Sr. for the washateria.

Spurlock picked up one jar and eyed the slimy
green substance near the top and the murky brown
sludge at the bottom of the jar.

““This looks like plain water to
if talking to himself.

He unscrewed the lid of the first jar and took a
noticeable sip. . :

“We object to such theatrics,” screamed a lawyer
for the state. : ;

“Your honor, these jars are in evidence and I have
a right to examine them,” answered Spurlock coolly.
He pursed his lips slowly like a connoisseur of vintage
wine. “Tastes all right to me,” he said softly, just
audible enough for the jurors to hear.

Disbelief flickered in the eyes of the attorneys op-
posing Spurlock. The judge shook his head and tried
to suppress a smile. A few jurors stifled a snicker.

One by one Spurlock uncapped all jars and sipped
from each one. He bowed to the jury and the judge
and sat down. “Gentlemen, I have no further
arguments in behalf of my client.”

Five drinks won the case. The washateria stayed
in business. ;

me,” he mused, as |

* ¥ *

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE Joe Spurlock, Sr. retired
in January after 14 years in the district and appellate
courts. In judicial robes with gavel near at hand, he
was the epitome of decorum,
judicial dedication. He was held
in high esteem by fellow lawyers
on opposite sides of the court-
room table. Lawyers recommend-
ed his advancement to the higher
court.

When Joe Spurlock donned his
robe, he had to leave behind that
sharp competitive edge, those

mischieveous but legal little an-
tics that often meant the differ-
[ ence between victory or defeat.
_ Judge Joe Spurlock, Sr. Seated on the bench, he could
not display} showmanship, or let go with
that strident ‘that could be heard through-
out the courthouse corridors. When other lawyers,
reporters and courtroom followers heard that roaring
laugh, they often would beat a path to Joe’s trial
where they knew things would happen — often
hilariously.

Joe Spurlock learned his courtroom in-fighting and
in-sniping from an old master, the late Otis Rogers.

Only two weeks out of law school, Spurlock was
dispatched to Rosebud, Texas to gather evidence
about a man accused of statutory rape on his cousin.
Later, at the trial, the father of the victim lunged at
SpurlockwithaBowielnﬁfeandchased‘himdown
Main St. '

Rogers and Spurlock ultimately won the case on
high court reversal, but. . .

“That was the hell of a way to start law practice,”

Spurlock. said 0, ROBEES: s a0msdi i (s

t’?

Rogers smiled that wry grin. ““In a situation like
this, barrister, you have to do one of two things: Run
like hell or talk hard and fast. It’s better to talk hard
and fast.” i

* % *
ANOTHER EARLY LESSON learned by Joe from

* Rogers was to make somebody on the other side of |

the case look completely out of touch with whimsies
of the home town folks. :

Rogers and Spurlock filed a damage suit in behalf
of a man who claimed he had been overcome by car-
bon monoxide from an old-fashioned open gas heater.
The defendant brought an expert from Boston and
Rogers took him on for cross examination.

* “Where are you from?”

“Bus-t'n,” clipped the witness.

“How far is that from BOSS-TON?"’ Rogers drag-
ged out the name.

The expert said he had spent one entire day ex-
amining the house where the fire occurred.

: “Was it a one or two story house?”’

“I don’t know.”

“You spent all day out there and you don’t know?
I’'m going to give you a 50-50 chance to be right. Is
it one or two stories?”

The witness wouldn’t answer.

Rogers: “I'll give you another 50-50 chance to be
right or wrong. Does the house face east or west?”’
The witness wouldn’t answer, but the jury
answered in favor of Rogers-Spurlock.
* * *

WITH SUPERIOR MEMORY, Judge Spurlock .
can remember and discuss details of most of his big
trials, little trials, and even out of court hearings.

But there is one piece of evidence that he has never
revealed. And never will.

After the Kennedy assqssination..be was closeted |
with Marguerite Oswald, the mother of Lee Harvey
Oswald. :
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|

' “She gave me the names of people who sent her son
to New Orleans to hand out leaflets supporting and
praising Cuba’s Castro,” he said. “We had a confiden-
 tial lawyer-client relationship. I begged her to let me

give the names to authorities. She refused.” .

Would those names have made a difference in the

controversial investigation into the assassination?

“Who knows?’’ mused Judge Spurlock. “It might

have been a big difference. It may not have mattered
{» at all. I only wish those names had surfaced.”
| ¥ % %

' COURTROOM CAPERS — incidents or accidents
| or planned upheavels — did not always bring victory
| to Joe Spurlock. ‘

Consider the legal dual he had in Judge Walter
| Morris’ 67th District Court in the old courthouse. His
. legal adversary was Al Clyde, ex-district attorney
| and disabled veteran of World War II.
| _ A pigeon soared through a high open window and
' dropped a load on Clyde’s forehead as he was making
| his spiel to the jury.
| Clyde calmly pulled out a handkerchief and wiped his
| forehead. . ; :

““This is what the opposing lawyer has been doing
to me all day long,”’ Clyde said.

Joe Spurlock laughed the hardest. Even when he
lost the case, he could laugh and admire Clyde’s quick
. thinking. ,

As a retired judge, Joe Spurlock is “of counsel” with
one of his sons, Dean Spurlock. Another son, Joe
Spurlock II, has succeeded his father in the appellate
court. ;
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NUMBER ONE—David Jackson, executive
director of the Fort Worth Boys Club, with Emilio
Marqu&, eighth grader at J.P. Elder Junior High,
who is the club’s “boy of the year.”

First Boys Club Member
Returns Here Wednesday

Bill Burklow, who was the first boy to become a

member of the Fort Worth Boys Club in 1935, will
recall the organization’s beginnings in a talk at the an-
nual luncheon at noon Wednesday.

The luncheon will be held at the club, 2000 Ellis Ave.
Burklow now is with the Texas Citrus Exchange in
McAllen.

About 25 members will be chosen this month to work
at the Colonial National Invitational Tournament May
9-15, cleaning grounds, greens and bleacher areas.

David A. Jackson, executive director of the club, said
this will be the fourth year for the assignment, which is
eagerly sought by the club members aged 10 to 17.

“If they get an OK from their parents and school, the
boys learn to fill out forms, ask for employment and
dress for an interview,” Jackson said. .

In addition, they meet world-famous golfers and
other notables, and are paid for their time. Jackson says
the experience gives them valuable training in seeking
jobs elsewhere after the tournament.

A “one on one”’ program has been started by the club
to pair boys with businessmen who help the youngsters
prepare for careers in business and the professions,
Jackson added.

Criminal District Judge Gordon Gray is one of the
adults participating in the program, Jackson said.




e

e —

5
|
i
i
H
i

; Civil Courts Building sent one man

,of the building at 100 Houston St.,

“ leak was detected éarly i m themorn-

~close it.”

- complained. We call it the pit, be-
- cause it reminds every lawyer and

Gas leak
empties
building

County employee

treated for fumes

By DOUG CLARKE
and SUSAN ASCHOFF
Star-Telegram erters

A gasleak in the Tarrant County

to the hospital Friday morning and
left several others, including a state
district judge, complaining that the
building is not safe.

Freon escaped from an air condi-
tioning system in the subbasement

after a water pump was inadvert-
ently left on overnight. Pressure
blew a safety valve, releasing the
gas.

County building engineer Don
Bowen was nearly overcome by the
fumes while conducting a routine
check at about 8 a.m. He stumbled -
out of the boiler room struggling to
breathe, witnesses said, and was lat-
er taken to Harris Hospxtal

Bowen, 37, of Haltom City, was
treated and released.

The courthouse reopened at 10
a.m., allowing workers and visitors -
to return after standing in a cold
wind for about an hour and a half

EVACUATION SCENE ...

More than 150 people were evacuat-

Star-Telegram/DALE BLACKWELL

Friday morning outside Civil Courts Building

sumnieitl - Gas leak forces 150

Although the building wasevacu- |
ated without incident, several com- |
plained that it is not safe because | \
there are too few exits from the |
basement and access to some is im-
paired. ] |

Incaseof fireoranatural gasleak, |
the basement could become a death |
trap, District Judge Robert L. |
Wright said. i

“Thereare often 250to0 300 people '
down there,” Wright said. “Some-
thing is going to happen that is
going to be worse ‘than that Las
Vegas hotel fire.”

Wrightsaiditisfortunatethatthe

Continued from Page 17
But a fire department official said that the
~ building is routinely inspected. He could find no
f record of safety violations.
' County Judge Mike Moncrief could not be
reached for comment Friday. But Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Gerald Summerford, who over-
sees legal aspects of construction for county fa-
-cilities; said-he was-unware-of -any-complaints
ing. 1 about the safety of the building.
y | “Idon’t think the area would be any more of a

“Thirty or 40 minutes later there -
would have been a lot of people firetrap than any other basement contruction,”
Summerford said.

down there and somebody would
have panicked and got seriously
hurt,” Wright said.

Jim Stewart, county public works
director, said there are three
stairwell exits from the basement |
and one elevator. He said he has |
never heard of the exits being |
blocked. |

“It was a very freakish thing"W |

which is in the basement, said she and other
‘ workers smelled a chemical odor when they ar-
| rived shortly before 8 a.m.

“He (Bowen) came in trying to say something,
but couldn'’t talk,” Bills said. ‘‘He was trying to
warn usand get us out, but we had to help him up
the stairs.”

She and about 24 other people in theé basement
Stewart said. “It could have hap- | complained of faintness and throat and chest
pened in any building in town." } . pain.Noneexcept Bowenreceived medical treat-

Still, Wright said he and other at- / ment.
torneys plan to go before the county | “] didn’t panic,”-said Ernest Lopez, a county
‘Commissioners Court and complam worker who went with Bowen to the basement.
about the facility. " “) went ahead and turned off the fans so the

Attorney Jerry Loftin saxd he stuff wouldn’t get all through the building.”
complained to fire officials about The fire department sent four trucks and
the basement in November. He said about 15 firefighters to the scene after receiving
the fire exits are not properly an 8:17 a.m. phone call saying “people were drop-
marked and access to some is ob- ping like flies” and that there was a gas leak.
structed by supplies stored in the Firefighters quickly determined that the leak
basement. was not from natural gas lines but the air condi-

“Not only is it a firetrap, it
wouldn’t comply with dungeon reg-
ulations,” Loftin said. “If this were a
nightclub, they'd red-ag ‘it and

suffocation when it displaces the air.
Fxrefxghters wore oxygen masks and later
brought in fans to clear the gag e
e
Attorney Alfred Jackson said h 3 3 Although ?laced m the subbasement of the
also complained. 3 :
“I've written letters, others have
written letters and judges have

the participants of the arena they
had in Rome,” he said.

Fort Worth and Tarrant County
fire officials said Friday afternoon
that they didn’t know if they had
received complamts about rthe
building.

l’lease see Gas on Pafge 19 :

Joyce Bills, director of Family Court Services, -

tioning unit. Freon is not toxic but can cause

~ out of courts building

YHBR Bowen) was trying to
warnus and get us out,but we

hadtohelp him up the stairs.”
— Joyce Bills, director

of Family Court Services

Civil Courts Building, the air<onditioning unit
will be used to cool the old county courthouse
when its renovation is completed.

Johnny Pittman of Walker Construction Co.,
the construction manager for the renovation,
said the unitisinthe building because thereis no
spacein the old courthouse. Chilled water willbe
pumped from the courts bu1ldmg to the old
courthouse.

“Apparently what happened was there were
some pumps left running last night,” said Rich-
ard Skipper, president of SkiHi Mechanical Con-
tractors. “We're trying to find out right now why
the pumps were left on.”

Skipper said the water in the pumps heated up
over the night and blew a safety valve.

Skipper said the chiller unit was manufac-
tured by York Air Conditioning. York sales rep-
resentative Arthur Geisler said the type of Freon
in the chiller is “relatively safe.” But if a fire
broke out, extreme heat could convert the Freon
into acid, he said. The unit contained 900 pounds
of Freon, he said.

Geisler said the incident was probably the re-
sult of human error.

“Somebody probably just forgot to turn them
(the pumps) off,” he said.

Contributing to this story were staff wnters
Jim Morris and Dan Malone.
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GLOWING CITY—Fort Worth’s skyline at
sunset is captured in this new lasar-
highlighted photo by Lee Angle. Commission-
ed by the Fort Worth Jaycees, the photo will

The Changing Face of Fort Worth’s Skyline

be used to raise funds by the Jaycees, who
sponsor the annual community Christmas Tree
in Burnett Park, the ‘‘Outstanding Fort Worth
Young Men of the Year,”” and other civic and

May 13, 1983 FORT WORTH NEWS-TRIBUNE  Poge 17
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chariﬁable projects. Three hundred of the strik-
ingly beautiful prints were framed in solid oak
to launch the benefit sale. The Lee Angle

studios are at 1900 Montgomery.
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County’s Own Shopper Fills Last Order

By MADELINE WILLIAMS
- One thing her friends at the
Court House are sure of: When
Effie Mae Traugh retires May
31, she is not going to spend
her new time off shopping.
She has been shopping for
all of Tarrant County's depen-
dent children for more than 20

years. She started out in the

Purchasing Department Jan.
14, 1961, buying at retail from
the former Leonard’s the
clothing necessary for the
county'’s foster children,

“From newborn to grown-
up,” she said. :

As the number of her

charges grew, so did her

hours. Leonard’s then began
opening for her about 8 a.m.
and she would buy all day
long.

“I was there so much the
other employees thought I
was a clerk too,” she recalled
this week.

* ox x

IN 1968 she started the pro-
gram now in use, buying direct
from the manufacturer and
keeping the clothing inventory
at the Court House. A mez-
zanine was added to the pur-
chasing office to make room
for the suits and dresses.

She has also been buying
food products for the County
Jail, Youth Center and Deten-
tion Center for the past 10

| Years and also buying jani-

torial supplies, cleaning equip-
ment and paper products for
county buildings and Tarrant
County Convention Center.
Mrs. Traugh was the first

| woman to take the county in-

ventory of furniture, starting

Lo

‘work in her garden and do

back in 1972. As the county
grew, the work was divided
among four persons, and this
year Phyllis Rangel was hired
as a full-time inventory clerk.

are Nina Lucille Allcorn and
Barbara Tatum, both of
Mansfield.

* *x *»x

MRS. TRAUGH worked her
first day at the Court House in
1958 for Jim Boorman when |’
the district clerk was justice of
the peace. She also'worked for
the late Peace Justice Whit
Boyd and then transferred to
the purchasing department »
when B.O. Lange was in i
charge. :

“She is a tremendously effi-
cient worker,” said Purchas-
ing Agent Ed Smith. :

In retirement she plans to

handwork.

She grew up on the North ]
Side. She and her  husband,
Blake, also retired, live bet- |
ween Everman and Rendon. |

Their two grown daughters |
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STORM DAMAGE ... Julie Taylor cleaned up some of the  town Fort Worth today after an awning collapsed this
mess at the probate clerk’s office at 103 Commerce in down-  ing, shattering some large plate-glass windows.

L
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- Also passed without opposition was Rep. Mike
;‘ Millsap’s HB 2058, which would
permit courts to commit “drug
dependent persons”’ to state
hospitals rather than just nar-
cotics addicts. This will permit
treatment of abusers of uppers,
downers and glue. The bill was
promulgated by Judge Pat Fer-
chill of Probate Court No. 2.
Rep. Doyle Willis won passage
of a substitute for HB 70, which
would make killing a child under
17 while commiting an act of sex-
Pat Ferchill ual abuse a capital offense. The
Jurisprudence Committee removed a sec-
which would have denied parole for lifers,
. The bill was by the House on a
cord vote Friday, but Rep. Debra Danburg
thchrktoputharonrecordasopposed Final
/e Was on
 Rep. Jan McKenna received final passage for HB
f 1700 which would allow a jury to consider a suspect’s
| prior deferred adjudication during the punishment
Mdltﬁd It will be sponsored in the Senate by

* % %

STATE HOUSE REFORMING COURT
HOUSE?: The Senate approved SB 41 by Sen. Oscar
m D-Grand Prairie, which makes county elected

mhthemﬁnawal scrutiny as state
elected officials.

If Mauzy's bill wins House passage before adjourn-
ment, county officials will be required to file a finan-
dlleiﬂl the county clerk by the last Fri-

’ u%ﬂ mnm -would-have to file a

in Notebook: House Passes ‘Ferchill Bill’

statement within 30 days after the candidacy filing
deadline, and persons appointed to fill vacancies
would have to file one within 15 days after qualify-
ing for office.

Failure to comply would be a class B misdemeanor.

Moreover. the bill states that an elected county of-
ficial “may not accept or solicit any gift, favor or ser-
vice that might reasonably tend to influence him in
the discharge of his official duties.” Nor may he make
an investment which might create a conflict of
interest.

If passed, the law would take effect next Jan. 1.

, :
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GOING AWAY PARTY
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MINNIE SOUTHALL
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Southall
‘«Mr. and Mrs. Berle Southall of Fort

Worth will celebrate their golden
wedding anniversary today with a

réception at Haltom Road Baptist
 Church, Haltom City, where they are

cﬁgr_ter members.

“Hosts will be their children, retired Air
Force Lt. Col. Hugh L. Southall of
Chelmsford, Mass., Maj. Pamela
Hornbeck of Killeen and Marilyn Hooper
and Carol Rickman, both of Fort Worth.
They have seven grandchildren.

‘The Southalls were married Aug. 21,
1943, in Couer D'Alene, Idaho. She is the
former Minnie Frances Slimp of Decatur
and he is a native of O'Brien. He is retired
from TESCO, now TU Electric, and is a
World War Il Navy veteran. She is retired
from Tarrant County Employees Credit
Union.

They have lived in Fort Worth 39 years.
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By BRUCEMILLAR
T Writer
hey were moonwalking in Trini-

o 7l g
AtaMayfest breakdancing exhib-
. it, children aged 3 and up wiggled
. their arms and legs while moving
. backward. To the ing strains of

e g e g

Michael Jackson's Beat It, they fash-

- ioned their versions of the reverse
' dance step, by the pop

m cheered from the
' "s crowd of more than
there were other conspicu-

ous reminders of Jackson's cultural
imprint. Young people wore sleeve-

less T-shirts bearing the name of

r songs. Small children ca-
; through the f grounds
with Thriller, the namé’of his top-

selling album, painted on their

pﬂmryéectionaand
ree temperatures did noth-
0u ummeatlhe

ich ends Sunday, orga-
Last ‘s festival drew

W

p -

ayfest a thriller

faces were Spiderman and Care

Al midafternoon, festival-goers
were lining up for cold drinks,
watermelon slices and smoked tur-
key legs. Face-painting required a
20-minute wait.

Children chose from a gallery of
faces including Kermit the Frog
Garfield, Darth Vader, a strawberry
and a watermelon. The preferred

Bear, volunteer Carol Walsh said.

At the nearby Thumb Thing Silly,
children dabbled with ink and
fingerprints. Another exhibit of-
fered parents the chance to obtain a
permanent fingerprint or hand
print for their records.

Volunteer Patsy Dwight said in-
terest in child fingerprint records
was heightened by the rerun of the
movie Adam, which dealt with the
disappearanceof achild in Florida.

Moonwalking wasn't the only
dancing on tap. The Jazz Campaign
of Fort Worth put on an energetic
demonstration that included 2 |
ca?ywdupleasmg version of Bugle [

%&“&‘.:‘:‘.“m':.";%'“?“" AFTER A TELLTALE VISIT tothe { ponsprsse o
es, r and a four- tothe face-painting station, 4 year-old Jennifer Shields sits
mile race thal drew 475 runners. - B mothgr Susan Shields'shoulders Saturday and takesinashowat the
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- Stewart celebrates
last birthday in office

By KIM BREWER
Star-Telegram Writer

Tarrant County Tax Assessor-Col-
!ector_Reed Stewart celebrated his
83rd birthday Wednesday — the last
birthday he will observe in the off-
ice he has held for 34 years.

Tax office emplovees surprised
Stewart with a luncheon, balloons
and streamers. Employees said a
donkey pinata centerpiece symbol-
ized Stewart’s lifelong allegiance to
the Democratic Party. Heis not seek-
ing re-election.

The celebration came less than a
year after Stewart’s administration
was scarred by acounty grand jury’s

m———

indictment of several employees for
:lheft of cash and official miscon-
uct,

“The most disappointmentI've ev-
er had was the trouble I had in the
office with the stealout,” Stewart
said as he sifted through a heap of
bright envelopes and gifts piled on
his desk by well-wishers. “It hurt me
as much as it hurt anybody to think
any of my employees would do that.
The attitude County Judge (Mike)
Moncrief took toward me at the end
wasthe worst, butIdon't want tosay
anything more about that because |
guess he got his this year.”

Cafeteria.

He was

Je W.A. Hughes
Judge Hughes,
Retiring Dec. 31,
Will Be Honored

Associate Justice W.A.
Hughes, who did not run for
re-election to the Second Court
of Appeals and is retiring Dec.
31, will be honored by at- |
torneys here at a reception
Thursday, Nov. 8, from 5 p.m.
to 8 p.m. at the Tandy Center

After serving as Wise Coun-
ty Attorney and judges of the
43rd and 235th District
Courts in Wise and Jack Coun-
ties, Hughes was appointed to

| the appellate bench by Gov. |
Dolph Briscoe in 1976.

elected to a six year

term in 1978.

Star-Telegram/NURI VBONA

. REEDSTEWART, with wife LethaStewart, iscongratulate i
Please see Birthday on Page 22 83r£1 birthday Wednesday by granddaughter Kel%e Suarez‘.j 5

ORNING, AUGUST 30, 1984

Birthday celebrated

Continued from Page 15

Moncrief, who publicly criticized
Stewart’s management, was investi-
gated by another grand jury looking
into courthouse corruption several
months ago. Moncrief was cleared.

1 feel about like I did when I was
82" Stewart said with a chuckle as
he toyed with a birthday gift from
one of his employees, a gold key
chain inscribed “The Boss.”

“I'velived a good life. If you live as
long as 1 do, you're living on bor-
rowed time, according to the Bible.
Nowadays, if the doctors get a hold
of you and tell you what to do and
what to take, it can work. Of course,
it doesn't always work because peo-
ple’s bodies aren't all the same.”

Stewart survived a heart attack in
the 1960s and underwent a hernia
operation last summer. He attrib-
utes his longevity to heredity (his
mother lived to be 87) and simple
living.

He’s never lived anywhere but his
native Crowley, and for 80 years he
lived in the same house where he
was born. He’s been married to the
same woman, Letha Stewart, for 61
years. He has worked at the Tarrant
County Courthouse all his life. He
was elected tax assessor-collector in
1949.

Stewart goes to bed early, to
church on Sundays and to baseball
games as often as possible. For fun
and excitement, he said, he plays

dominoes and checkers on Friday
nights. He’s outlived most of his
domino partners.

“I didn’t smoke,” he said. “I would
take a drink socially, but I never did
gotoatavernand getsodrunk I had
to be dragged out. I never will, ei-
ther. 1 don’t go all over the country
on vacations like some of these peo-
ple do.”

The courthouse stalwart will re- ‘

tire at the end of 1984.

“I'mready,” Stewart said. “This is
worse than waiting to take office. I
was elated the first time I got elect-
ed, and 1 was busy making plans.
Now I can’t do any planning; I just
have to do what I can to get 100
percent checked out of office.

“I've had a good administration,

and people would have re-elected |

me if I had run. My wife doesn’t
think soand my son doesn’t think so,
but I know my deputies would have
got out and worked hard for me."”

He said he doesn’t plan to endorse
either of the candidates vying for
his office.

“I'm going to let the people elect
their own tax assessor-collector.”

Stewart said he is contemplating
“two or three” post-retirement job
offers. -

“I‘haven’t considered any of them
seriously so far. One wants to hire
me as a tax consultant. I sometimes
wonder if my advice would be worth
anyt::ing. Things have changed so
much.”

{
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loa
Retirement Reception

Honoring
Mr. Reed Stewart

December 16, 1984 - 2 to 5 p.m.

Tandy Center Mall

Colonial Cafeteria

Free Parking will be provided
at West Entrance off Lamar Street

Long time
Mason to -
be honored

Lufdag&uvleymdmgm
mmduu
NmLer.MSewmelbe

Trowel Award—on S‘ldly June &
12, at 3 p.m. at the First Presbyterian

Church. The church is located 2t 209 |

N. Beverly in Crowley. Stewart has &
been a Mason for more than SO years.
+ On hand to celebrawe the occa- |
sion will be members of the Crowley |
lodge including David Gumfory,

PM.,, Odis Brimer, WM. and Jack b

Davidson, Chaplain. Also joining the
celebration will be Kenneth J. Hodges, |

D.D. GM. Masonic District 64-B, F

and Miss Crowley 1993 Holly Graves, |
along with a number of public offi- |
Cials associated with Stewart during |

his long tenure as TarrantCounty Tax §

“ The "Golden Trowel” is the §
Masonic Lodge’s official recognition |
of a member for devoted service 10 g
the lodge and the community at large. |

tis given sparingly, and is reserved |

for those members who have quietly |

and over an extended period of time

WhMmmtﬁa
mpvbbcismnﬂtomd
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Integrity
is clerk’s

hallmark

Huffman known
as a stickler

By KIM BREWER
Star-Telegram Writer

Tarrant County Clerk Madrin
Huffman’s penchant for sticking to
the rules sometimes annoys court-
house politicians fond of good ol’
boy games, but his reputation for
fairness also has earned him re-
spect.

“He’s a public servant and not a
politician,” said Anna Mowery, a Re-
publican Party leader who has
‘worked with the Democrat during

county elections. “He knowsthe law

and just does his job.” .
As clerk, Huffman’s most visible

role isthat of administrator of coun-

ty elections. He also keeps track of
public records — registering mar-
riages, deaths, property transac-
tions, Commissioners' Court meet-
ing minutes, campaign expense
reports, business incorporations

‘and even cattle brands.
.+ ~Normally, Huffman is one of the

most low-key elected officials at the

courthouse. But try tosidestep areg-

ulation, associatessay,and Huffman
‘may blow the whistle.

¢ "I do my best to keep my nose
clean and stay out of other people’s
problems,” said Huffman, 51. “But
when it has to do with something
that’s going to affect this office,and
it’s illegal, then yes, I stick my neck
out.”

He often foils ill-advised plans of
county commissioners. Last year,
for instance, commissioners or-
dered Huffman to distribute paper
ballots along with the usual lever-
pull voting machines for use in the
general election. Huffman said it
was illegal to use two voting systems
in one precinct and warned that
suchamove would open theelection
process to voter fraud. When com-
missioners insisted, Huffman asked
the secretary of state for a legal
opinion, and his contention pre-
vailed.

“When he knows he’s right, you
better get out of his way because
he’s going to put it out right in front
of you,” said Robert Parten, Huff-
man’s chief deputy. “He wants to
make sure everything in his office is

ahnvahnard ”

T StarTehgcam
MADRIN HUFFMAN
... N0 “good ol’ hoy”

cause of his position as the county’s
chief administrator of elections.

“I'mthe people’sclerk,” said Huff-
man, “not the Republicans’ clerk or
the Democrats’ clerk. I never get
involved in anyone’s campaign ex-
cept my own.”

His objectivity is praised by lead-
ers of both parties. Nevertheless,
those leaders predict that Huffman
will have a GOP challenger in 1986
because Republicans are buoyed by
recent wins in other courthouse of-
fices.

Huffman, 51, was born the young-
est of five children in a three-room
oilfield shack on the wrong side of
the tracks in Ranger. He spent his
spare time hawking ‘popcorn at a
movie theater and watching Fred
Astaire and Ginger Rogers dance
across the silver screen. He learned
to play the piano by ear and em-
barked on a short-lived but locally
renowned dancing career in
Ranger. His rendition of the jitter-
bug at a Rotary Club once earned
him a scholarship to Ranger Junior
College, where he studied business
administration.

“I've always been a bit of a ham,”
he said.

Now he suffers from phlebitisand

reserves his footwork for once-a-

year polkas at the Tarrant County .

Oktoberfest. He plays the piano and
organ for relaxation and sings tenor
in his church choir.

“He’s not that tough on rules at
home,” said his wife, Peggy Huff-
man, a lawyer for the U.S. Corps of
Engineers and a former county em-
ployee. “Mostly he’s a practical
Joker, and you never know what to
expect. He shows up in closets and
scares me quite a bit, just for the fun
of it.”

Huffman said he spends all day at
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Judge directs a peopl's |

By LINDA STEWART
Writer
Sharon Lang, 29, and Juan Avi-
spent the last hour of their
e s outside a
courtroom on the first floor of the
new Fort Worth Police Adminis-
As waited among a dozen
e on a recent after-
turn before Justice
of the Peace Manuel Valdez, they
togetimpatient.
to make it to Dal-
las/Fort Worth Airport in time
service we provide, not an obliga-
“We thought it would be fast tion.™
said. mNMdn.m ceremonies
Others weren'tinsuch a hurry. squeezed in. Between arraign-
Enochs, of Fort ments, telephone calls and hear
nda‘lnrﬂnu ings, justices (ind the time to bear ‘
wait. “T'm not “1do” 9
in One minute 3 woman accused |
i bus-  Sudory Fubins b0 be IfieiuaT ot |
t ore ;
&qnﬂ’g her rights. The next minute he -
load is fairly mmmw :
into the 'n‘!mwrnlm,“vmf'

Star-Telegram/NORM TINDELL
Manuel Valdez says walk-in wedding load is fairly heavy.

Continued from Page 9
mmmoamymmm -
Courts Building to new police Although the new Tarrant County thereare
headquarters. Jail will be on the fourth floor of the m"‘"

When Valdez took office in Janu- police administration building, Val-  “In general, what | feel what this
ary 1983, “we had the smallestcourt- dezhasfaith that hisnewcourtroom office that is valuable to our
room in the county, and we're deal will somehow be protected. community is resolve problems be-
ing with a tremendous amount of  In the meantime, Valdez believes tween two parties that 1o them are
traffic,” hesaid. “It wasn't fairtothe that traffic into the new JP court- We can resolve them infor
public. Withasmuch contactasthey room will increase as a result of the . by acting as a mediator, or
had with the court, they didn't de- recent move. “We're more accessi- formally in a hearing.
serve that facility.” bile to the public, Fort Worth Valdez said that of the

Valdez grimaced as he recalled and juvenile division,” he i GRS 500 st
the dilapidated court facility. Be-  Between walk-ins and scheduled Si"putes he encounters are sim :

B ity cout o e I Gpesploadny, centers for the Fort
“an a te court™ as soon as w ween 3010 aday, :
the funds were available was the Valdez said. < uman Resources Depart-

ﬁ thing that made it bearable, he

The Tarrant County Jail islocated
above the courtrooms in the Crimi-
nal Courts Building. When the pris-
oners get upset they stop up the toi-
lets, Valdez said. The overflow

And each morning, he signs 40 to
S0 felony arrest warrants for the
county. The warrants enable law of-

possession
Confronted daily with depressing



Game is a dream come true

One year ago Monica Mann
Ruﬂshadadmm-—litenﬂy-—
and now it'sadream cometrue.

“It came to me in a dream one
night.” the Fort Worth woman
said. “It told me to make up the
game."

Harris,a former licensed voca-
tional nurse, invented the game
Medical Trivia Power.

She didn’t do anything about
it for awhile, but the dream be-

came a recurring one.

After 10 years of working in
nursing homes, doctors’ offices
and hospitals, Harris was attend-
ing a court reporting school and
raising three children. But she
found all her time was being oc-

cupled with thoughts of the
game.

She quit school last March and
began devoting full time to her
idea.

“First I had todesign the game
board,” she said. “It took four
different designs to get theone |
wanted.”

She Inpu“pheme
questions. got t here
from her husband, Tommy, an
investigator with the Tarrant
County Medical Examiner’s Of{-
ice.

Medical Trivia Powerisfor2to
6players, each trying to get their
“patient” tokens out of the hos-
pital by rolling a die and answer-
ing questions as they move
around the board.

Naturally, there are such pit-
falls as landing on a square that
says, “Due to illness, miss one

£ B BT
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Star-Telegram/RON T. ENNIS

Monica Harris with board game she designed

¢y Room and Doctor’s Office.

There are 250 question and an-
swer cards, and laymen are not
apt to know all the answers. “It’s
a teaching game,” Harris says.
“You learn something if you
don’t know the answer.”

She took her plans to Para-
mount Marketing of Dallas,
which manufactured the game

for her. It will retail for $30.

Then Harrisbegan making the
rounds of trade shows in Dallas
and Atlanta, selling to buyers
who are stocking stores for the
Christmas season.

That means, as fall approach-
es, it won’t be too long before
Monica Harris’ dream will be on
shelves and ready to go under
Christmas trees.




Serenade — Bob Fisher, in green, and Michael Pellecchia  day. The duo performs classics by Bach, Beethoven and Mozart on
serenade strollers through Fort Worth's Sundance Squareon Thurs-  the flute and clarinet.



r. Horticulture’ leaving the field after 26 years

After years of helping Tarrant County grow, farm
agent MLE. “Gene” Graves is retiring.

Fort Worh Star-Telegram / JERRY W. HOEFER

M.E. “Gene” Graves checks maize recently in a field near Haslet

BY WORTH WREN JR.
Fort Wouth Stas- Tologram

It's not really part of a county agricul-
tural agent’s job to become a TV per-
sonality.

But M.E. “Gene” GravesJr., Tarrant
County farm agent for the past 26 years,
did just that.

Graves, who will be 66 Wednesday,
retires today as county agent for the
Texas Agricultural Extension Service,
the statewide educational arm of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture and
the Texas A&M University System.

Regularly from mid-1961 until last
month, he held a slot in KTVT-Chan-
nel 11's local lineup.

At first, he was only a part of a five-
minute news segment on Sunday even-
ings; then he hosted his own show. His 7
a.m. Saturday audience became a de-
vout and diverse lot of gardeners, farm-
ers, cowpunchers and homeowners.

“Little old ladies in elevators would
say, ‘I watch you every day on TV,"”
said Nita Graves of her husband of
almost 4] years.

Last year, the show was changed
from weekly to once every four weeks.
Graves' last show aired about three
weeks ago.

Graves said last week that the Col-
lege Station-based extension service
had not picked his successor.

After Graves came to Tarrant Coun-
ty in May 1961, he appeared on all the
major TV and radio farm programs. He
was known as “Mr. Horticulture™
throughout North Central and West
Texas.

He wrote “The Gardener’s Guide™
column for the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram's Friday and Sunday edi-
tions from early 1962 well into the
1970s and continued to write an agri-
cultural column into the 1980s.

“There were no horticulture special-
ists in extension then,” Graves said.

Graves wrote about the basics of rais-
ing garden, lawn and flowering plants
— about the watering, fertilizing and
spraying needs.

His office and home phones rang

(More on GRAVES on Page 14)
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constantly, with up to 80 calls a day
about ill plants or other topics.

Area garden clubs soon demanded
more of Graves’ time than he wanted to
share. After all, he still had a job to
provide information on crops, seed,
pests, pesticides and other farm science
needs to the county’s farmers and
ranchers. That was and is the main task
of county agricultural extension agents.

But increasing city sprawl in Tarrant
County swallowed more farms weekly
throughout his 26 years here. And more
city dwellers planted gardens, trees, flo-
wers and shrubs and bought horses for
pets or put a few cattle on small week-
end getaway places in the country.

“] should have written a book,” he
said. “But I said, ‘It’s foolish to write a
book. All they’ve got to do is go to the
county agent’s office and pick up the
information’ for free.”

In addition to all of his duties,
Graves found time to finish his mas-
ter’s degree in agricultural education at
Texas A&M in 1970.

He saw his salary rise from about
$5,000 when he first joined the exten-
sion in 1955 in North Texas’ Grayson
County, toabout $50,000 last year. Just
under 50 percent of that comes from

____Tarrant County; the rest from federal

and state coffers.

Graves now is considering a new job
with the Fort Worth Chamber of Com-
merce’s convention bureau or one with
Tarrant County Junior College.

In 1961, when he arrived, Tarrant
County boasted 184 dairy farms pro-
ducing 112.5 million pounds of milk,
and was the No. 2 milk producing coun-
ty in Texas. Last year, 13 farms pro-
duced 37.1 million pounds of milk.

Cotton farmers faced similar prob-
lems. In 1961, with three cotton gins in

the county to process the crop, farmers
raised 10,000 acres of cotton. Last year,
Tarrant farmers raised no cotton. The
last of the gins closed five years ago.

During Graves’ tenure, Tarrant
farms and ranches grew from an aver-
age size of 406.72 acres valued at
$78,621 to an average of 2,273 acres
valued at $382,286.

But the number of full-time commer-
cial farmers and ranchers dropped
from 1,700 in the county toabout 250.

That doesn’t mean that Graves failed
the farmers. Nothing could stop the
urbanization. Even tax breaks on farm
land haven’t stemmed the city sprawl,
he said.

Graves helped surviving farmers,
such as Claudie Seeton of the Webb-
Britton area, with their production de-
cisions, new technology and fights with
pests.

“Whenever you called him, he was
ready to help,” says Seeton, 60,2 Webb-
Britton area grain farmer in southeast
Tarrant County. “If he didn’t know the
answer, he'd get it.”

While commercial farmers needed
Graves’ help less, the city bred more
part-time farmers and ranchers who
needed him more. Today, some 1,200
residents fall into that part-time catego-

ry.

Graves and his eight fellow agents in
Tarrant County answer about 100 calls
for help daily.

“He always cooperated with any-
thing that came up,” said Alfred Croix,
the Denton County agent who has
known Graves since 1959.

“We're going to miss him,” said Bet-
ty Knox, wife of Haslet-area farmer
Wayne Knox. Graves had phoned or
visited the farm every Friday morning
for years to get a crop report.
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Q and Film Vault on Channel 27.

* But that's still a long way from a year
agaiand Bransom’$ set of business
cards It’s three model calls, 600 aspir-
ants and four-dozen apphcants chosen,
to be relatively precise.

~So few survived the cut because Tar-
rant County demands so few models. In
effect, the trio have before them the
task not just of building up a modeling
agency, butamodeling industry here.
:As such, The Agency looks not for
cxpenenoe, but thmgs like “natural
models, looks and pmse, desire and
potential.” Then they give the few sur-
‘vivors what they lack: experience.
- The center of much of their work has
been Hulen Mall, where their models
have been seen giving fashion shows,
often on runways — the architectural

- centerpiece of fashion display. They
have been used as so-called freeze mod- .

els — live mannikins — in store win-

.. dows and around the mall.

- Their models also have appeared at
trade shows and conventions.

Next on the drawing board: Work for
Fort Worth ad agencies in areas like
“full-body modeling or modeling just
Jparts such as hands or feet.

- Innovations like freeze modeling is

what the trio intends to use to draw

attention. Another is how they treat the
‘models themselves. :
- Where modeling agencies across the
“Metroplex add their commission to the
«charge made fora model’s servnces, The
Agency doesn’t. The commission is
‘built in. While that reduces the model’s
pay, it helps get more work, particularly
in a market that isn’t comfortable with
Jocal talent.
. The Agency also does not require
‘models to produce high-cost portfolios
before it represents them. Such port-
folios can cost upwards of $2,000, a stiff
price for novice models. Instead, The
Agency arranges for a photographer,
makeup artist and hairdresser to be
present at work sessions. That way, the
model gets needed photos in a real set-
ting — at much less cost.

“We’re not out to'save the world,”
says Bransom, “but we’re not out to

| _take anyone’s money that we don’t

_‘eam.’,

Bransom, 40, has been a model since
her early teens. Much of her work has
‘been in California, where at one pomt
'she was used largely, she says, as “an
American Twiggy.”

* Her cohorts are long-time friends
from Fort Worth. All three have main-
tamed other jobs in the first year of The
‘Agency’s existence to get the business
‘off the ground.

. Bransom has taught exercise and

dance classes. Truett has been secretary
for Fort Worth attorney Dee Kelly. Par-
ker has been | manager of a Rings and
Things outlet in Hulen Mall.

Bransom and Truett are phasing out
their other vocations as The Agency
moves into its second year and begins
going after mgmﬁcant billings and such
basics as a roof over its head. Parker is
keeping her job.

» If they make it, it will be afirst for
Fort Worth. Other would-be talent
agents, such as Paschal High graduate
Mary Collins, have sought their success

in Dallas. Collins now runs a growing' -

broadcast talent agency there.
But this trio, encouraged by their
reoeptlon in retail and advemsmg cir-

cles in Tarrant County, is banking on_

Fort Worth. They see activity down-
town, in the Stockyards and elsewhere
generating increasing interest here —
even though there’s not much interest
#among prospective clients right now.
Says Bransom: “We’re on the bottom
ﬂoor of Fort Worth, bulldmg up. =
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 Judge Earl E. Bates Jr.,

BY CLARA TuMA
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
The circle 1s complete for Tom Cave — a
lawyer turned senior felony judge turned de-
fendant turned lawyer once again. '

dispensing justice in the Tarrant County
courthouse any more. He's walking the halls
looking for work and hammering out plea
bargains for clients.

Cave’s quiet return to private practice after
his sensational sex-for-leniency trial this sum-
mer has drawn a mixed reaction from former

cases because of his well-publicized affair with
a convicted prostitute.

“I'm not going to appoint anybody who I
think has engaged in unethical or improper
conduct,” said Judge Joe Drago, who testified
against Cave in the trial.
| But the county’s five other felony judges
| described Cave, 57, as the biggest bargain in

years for defendants who need court-appoint-

ed attorneys.
“Every joker that’s indigent couldn’t afford
to hire a lawyer that competent,” State District
- Judge Clifford Davis said. “You look at the
_ eompetency of a lawyer to represent clients,
~ that’smystandard. Tenor 12 years asa district
~ judgeought togive hima wealth of. expertise.”
. Cave was acquitted June 5 on federal
; ﬁéﬁar%gs of trading judicial leniency for sex
 with female probationers. The jury convicted
Cave of mail fraud, but that conviction later
overturned when the U.S. Supreme Court

Though still called “judge,” Cave isn't .

colleagues. One refuses to appoint Cave to .

the interpretation of the mail fraud

mucted Cave of sendmgmoncy o

A

A new public defender is a bargain for the poor but a problem for a former colleague.

Fort Worth Star-Telegrdm # RON T, ENNIS

left, talks with former Judge Tom Cave, who is trying to obtain more: court appointments as an attorney for the indigent

er Tom Cavye gets down to cases

Rachel Perez Tallent, a probationér éﬁd con-
victed prostitute, to pay her probation fees.
While supervising her probation, Cave was

_ involved romantically’with Tallent and at one

point was engaged to her. L
Cave resigned June 12, a month before the
mail fraud conviction was thrown out. '
Cave said he is pleased to be receiving ap- -

. pointments again, though his first trips to the
_ Courtroom as a lawyer were a little awkward.
N Hg said he went to every jtg’dge except Drago

Tom Cave works on his schedule of his private practice in his North Side law office

and asked that he be considered for court-
appointed cases. |

“That's a very good way to get started when
you don't have any clients atall,”” Cave said,
adding that he has been hi three or four
cases and appointed in about 50 cases involv-
ing more than 20 defendants, B

Payment for court appointments varies
from judge to judge, but lawyers get about
$150fortaking a case and about $100 forevery
court appearance. A simple case that ends in a

guilty plea pays about $250, while capital mur-

der cases that go to trial often pay more than
$20,000.
In at least one instance so far, Cave the

attorney has taken up & case that had come

before Cave the judge.
Two years ago, Judge Cave appointed a
lawyer for a man accused of burglary of a

Wehicle. The case still Was unresolved until
- recently, when another judge appointed Cave

(More on CAVE on Page 27)
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‘to represent the man. The case ended in
a plea bargain the same day.

Judges say there are no legal restric-
tions on Cave’s representing defend-
ants over whose cases he presided,
though several said they are trying to
avoid that.

.. Cave said he likes to get complicated
cases, which he calls “the heavy stuff,”
because he is a legal scholar and is not
afraid to go to trial.
i, “The theft cases I'm getting appoint-
ad to are not the 18-year-old who goes
tand steals a car,” Cave said. “We’re
talking about a 32-year-old with a list of
priors (previous offenses) who's facing
ﬂife sentence.
£ "You take a kid six months out of law
s¢hool and they don’t know what
they’re doing on that type of thing.”
« Since returning to private practice,
save has married a former Tarrant
ounty probation department worker,
iken a long vacation and changed his
rdrobe from a black robe to jeans
western shirts.
# He has approached private practice
h the same fearless attitude he took
the bench as a judge and to federal
It as a defendant, when he publicly

denied his guilt even before being in-
dicted. i

Cave frequently stops in his former
courtroom to visit with staffers or pick
up mail, which still trickles in, just as he
did before and during his trial. He said
heisn’t shy about returning tothe 213th
State District Court because he hasn’t
done anything wrong.

Although his mere presence in court
still draws attention, Cave hopes that
will wane as he becomes less of a celeb-
rity. He said he stillcan’t walk into a cell
to talk with a defendant without other
Jail inmates greeting him and congratu-
lating him on his acquittal.

Cave’s second jury trial as a return-
ing lawyer is scheduled for the middle
of this morith, and he said he expects to
question potential jurors extensively
about their knowledge of his past. Cave
said he wants to ensure that jurors who
dislike him won’t hold it against his
client.

Although he wishes things had
turned out differently, Cave said he is
pleased with his new career.

“I could not ask for a better recep-
tion,” he said. “I'm one of these impa-
tient people. I'd like to make a million
dollars a month and I'd like to make it
today, but I know that’s unrealistic.”

District judges say they feel no spe-
cial allegiance to Cave, even though he
once sat alongside them.

“He is a bargain to the criminal jus-
tice system right at this moment,” said
Judge Don Leonard of Criminal Dis-
trict Court No. 3, who has appointed
Cave to more than 20 cases, more than
any other judge. “‘How often do you get
a lawyer of his quality that will take
appointments?”’

Leonard said the number of cases he
has given Cave is in line with the num-
ber he gave another former judge, Toby
Goldsmith, after Goldsmith was de-
feated for re-election last year.

“I'm not the keeper of the public
morals,” Leonard said. “He (Cave) is a
good lawyer available for appoint-
ments, and I’'m giving him some. I cer-
tainly don’t condone what he did or
didn’t do with Rachel Tallent, but it’s
over.”

But Drago, judge of Criminal Dis-
trict Court No. 4, said he can’t overlook
Cave's relationship with Tallent. Dur-
ing Cave’s trial, Drago testified that
Cave’s affair with the probationer was
“highly unethical.”

“My position is based on unethical
conduct, not illegal conduct,” Drago
said. “I'm not commenting on charges
of which he was acquitted. I might have
adifferent perspective if Rachel Tallent
wasn’t involved.”

Tarrant County judges decide which
lawyers are appointed for defendants
who can’t afford to hire their own attor-
neys. Most judges make appointments

Telegram / Section 1, Page 27
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Tom Cave has a light conversation in Judge Earl E. Bates Jr.’s courtroom before docket call

from lists of lawyers who are willing to
take such cases.

Cave said he is not angry at Drago’s
decision.

“Judge Drago and I understand each
other entirely and completely,” Cave
said. “I would not expect him to ap-
point me. Judge Drago and I are good

friends, and we have a great deal of
respect for each other. It would put him
in an untenable situation if he appoint-

_ed me.”

Judge George Kredell, who was ap-
pointed to fill the vacancy created by
Cave’s resignation, said he felt a little
awkward the first time he appointed

Cave. But he, like Judges Louis Sturns
and Earl E. Bates Jr,, said he is pleased
to be able to appoint Cave. _
“My position ishe’s a qualified crim+
inal practitioner who indicated an in-
terest in accepting appointed cases,”
Kredell said. “I didn’t want to do any=

thing special either for or against him.” ‘
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County give
judge go-ahead
for night court

BY MICHAEL WHITELEY
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Tarrant County commissioners, un-
der the gun to reduce jail overcrowding,
yesterday honored one judge for his
speedy disposal of cases and gave an-
other judge permission to work nights.

The commissioners unanimously
honored Criminal District Judge Louis
Sturns for disposing of 167 felony cases
in August. Sturns, a Republican, is the
first to be recognized under a contro-
versial program launched by Republi-
can Commissioner O.L. Watson to
identify the most productive judge of
the month.

Sturns, of Criminal District Court
No. 1, outpaced his nearest competitor,
Judge Joe Drago III, by 25 cases last
month.

The commissioners also agreed to
pay $478 a week for a prosecutor and
court staff to work with Drago for four
hours one night each week to clear a
backlog of routine matters pending in
the district court. Judges are paid a flat
salary regardless of the number of hours
they work.

Drago said he will hold night court
on a temporary basis to hear pleas and

to conduct jail runs — brief hearings to’

appoint attorneys for new defendants
and to give them a chance to strike
deals with the state.

Tarrant County has six criminal dis-
trict judges. Drago said he probably will
be the only one holding the temporary
night court sessions.

County commissioners had request-
ed other volunteers, but received no
takers. Drago said he wants to run the
court alone and work out the problems
before asking other judges to join in.

Drago’s decision also prompted
some defense lawyers to say that they
would be too tired to argue complex
issues after a full day’s work.

But Drago ‘said the $150 offered
court-appointed lawyers to make initial
appearances in cases should provide
enough incentive to keep his night
court stocked with potential defense
counsels.

e
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Louis Sturns: Honored
for speedy disposal of cases

Drago said he plans to begin holding
night court during the first week of=
October.

But he said the jail crowding will not
be solved until the county builds a
$59.5 million jail scheduled to open in
three years.

Night court and other suggestions are
part of a package of solutions Coun
Judge Roy English said he hopes wilk
win favor with the Texas Commission
on Jail Standards.

That panel is scheduled to dec:dea
tomorrow whether to lift its stay on an§

order that county officials cap the pop- |

ulation of the jail at 1,408 inmates.}

Yesterday, the jail count stood at 1,643. ¢
Nearly 1,190 of those inmates were-
awaiting trial or sentencing in district & ’
court. '
English said he is optimistic that the § ‘
jail commission will follow the recom-}
mendations of its staffand grant anoth-#
er two-month delay in imposing its or-:
der. He said proposed court changess
and the addition of 192 minimum-se-¢
curity beds scheduled to become avail-{
able sometime this week should con-}

(More on JUDGES on next page)
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vince the commission that county
officials are a@ in good faith.

“They have been like our family doc-
tor,” English said. “They said, ‘You’re
sick’ a year ago. We came back. We’ve
quit smoking. We’ve started j Joggmg,
We’ve lost 50 pounds, and we've said,

‘What else can we do?’ ”

Although judges and commissioners
say they are workmg to solve jail prob-
lems in a new spirit of cooperation,
some judges were rankled by Watson’s
proposal to measure judicial quality by
counting cases.

Criminal District Judge Don Leon-
ard, a Democrat, said last week that he
fearc_:d that Watson’s plan would dam-
age judges’ efforts to work as a team.
Watsqn said Leonard disposed of 95
cases in August — the least amount of

the six judges.

Sturns did not attend ywterdays
commission meeting and could not be
reached for comment.

In other action, commissioners ac- ||
cepted $50,000 yesterday from the Sid
W. Richardson Foundation to pay for |
study costs and architectural work
stemming from a proposed facelift of |
the Tarrant County Civil Courts Build- |
ing, '

The grant accompanies a $1.5 mil- |
lion construction project approved and |
financed by the foundation to replace |
the facade of the 1956 structure with an
exterior similar to that of the adjacent |
county courthouse.

Workers erected plywood covers
over building sidewalks yesterday and
predicted they would begin removing
portions of the existing facade within
two weeks. .
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