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DEDICATION

From the date | joined the Tarrant County Sheriff’s Department, June
5, 1986, the periodicals displayed within the chronological volumes of these
pages will graphically illustrate the turbulent times of the Administrations
) of Sheriff Don Carpenter and his Successor, David Williams.
/ Additional volumes will relate to the up-to-date Administration under the guidance of
Sheriff Dee Anderson.

: ;, These collective clippiugs from the Fourth Estate, namely The Fort Worth Star-Telegram,

‘ are reflective of the interpretations of those journalists who have penned these efforts, and
are not always a reflection of this coliector’s opinion on the merits of either Administration.

Also, scattered among the volumes will be articles of a personal nature of this collector.

e
s

We are living in turbulent times. Crime in our area is at an all time high, and these
clippings are assembled as a journal of he progress of law enforcement personnel in
combating the criminal element in our society, and those incarcerated as a result.

And so, it is to those individuals who have dedicated their lives to law enforcement, this
collection is reverently dedicated.

’ --Floyd F. Clark
X Certified Deputy, #1491
“Confinement Officer of The Year - 1993"
Retired January 31, 1995
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¢ ;_;';MONTY E. GILREATH

. sheriff’s office employee
. -Funeral for Monty E. Gilreath, 24, of Fort

Worth, will be at 2 p.m. Tuesday at Laurel Land
‘Funeral Home. Burial will be at Laurel Land
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DOt $O.
g. " 1"found out the
spentthenightmthe'l‘thoun-
< tyJax!Sannﬂaymght.s :

'] was returning from e friend's
house in Arlington, .and -going to-

wards my home in Rendon when I

-*behind me on Rosedale Street in
“Fort Worth, ‘
"You were doing 55 MPH on a
40 MPH zone," said the officer.
Ignorance is no excuse right?
Oh, well. That's all right, if 1 had
to get a ncket——I had to get it,
. right?
. The officer: mte mp .and

D

1"[‘7.

% eck up. He returnéd and told me that

)

¢

iy

NE Iwas'surenws a xmstake
! “When the ws;at-bdt citation was
| issued to me,fxl ‘understood the
| officer as hzvmg said, "I'm giving
| you a warning this time, but watch *
| out for the seat belt" .

\ Since then I have tried to wear
my seatbelt as ‘much as possible.

"] had no other choice but to
oblige the officer. I locked up my *
car and was told to get into'the back
seat of the police car.

All the way to the jail I was
sure that there was some kind of
mistake, But, it wasn't that way.

Once we got to the jail, I was
told to take my shoes off and turn
my socks inside out. I'was wld to
put my hands on the wall and
spread my legs. All this time the
officers were unfriendly and rough,
| which is understandable for crim-

inals, but for not paying a no-seat-
| belt violation—no way. :

Afterlwassearched.lwasguxd—
ed into a room full of possxble
criminals.

"Don't be rough with this one.
It's his first time,” said a federal
employee in a ridiculing manner.

Once 1 was in the cell, I put
| my head on my knees and tried not
. to make any conversation with

\ anyone.

=

_ll e Y 3 =

noticed the red and’blue lights

wenttohxscartodotherouunech—'

@ Ihadtolockn mycarandcome.
‘ Tescue. 5.5 e s
W’Wemwhﬂe,‘ was wamng in a

8—Burluon Stax Monda March 21 1988

Don't_ pay ;1 t;cket
' ght 1o Jall

“Eventually, an officer called

- my name. ’

The same officer smiled and
said, "You are in here because of st-
upidity. You didn't pay your ticket.
You are allowed two phone calls

. and we need o have $151 before we
let you go or we j

shxp you to
Brownwood where the citation was

o dssued.”. .

At4am, 1 called Juan Esqui-

vel, a good friend, and told him a- .

bout ‘the mmguon. He

small cell with about300therpeo-
ple.

There were drug users, DW1 of-
fenders, alleged burglers, and others
mthesamesxmanmﬂmlwas in.

The inmates'-. language - was
harsh, they were Tull of hatred. The

~ things “they kept repeatmg were
‘.vulgar and demeamng

The smelléin -the oell was

--enough to make-anyone vomit. The
_ inmates urinated on the floor adding

to the stagnant odor.
. There was not enough room for

mepeopletomsotheywerefomed‘
to lie down .or sit on the dirty

floors. . 3
At oneume,anewmmate
who came in the cell kicked my

bench and demanded that I get up so

that he could sit down.

Another inmate said, Get your

ved. A cold sandwich was literally

)\ S

v

e
> -u, -
'ﬁ

: T, Y T
-.! g S

s | was‘amazed at ‘the way the
people were treated. An offender
that did not pay a ticket for not us-
ing a seatbelt was treated just as
badly as a drug user, a burglar, or
any common crininal.

I was ‘taken with some others
and asked a set of medical ques-
tions. Then I was told to go to an-
other room where an inmate said we
were going to be sprayed with
kerosene.

_ Luckily, my name was called
by an officer and I was told to go to
the front because my fine was
already paid. I was finally taken out
of my never-ending nightmare.

-."f

Paying a ticket is a very small
price compared to the degrading

ordeal that one must endure in jail
1% ‘;
i AR DN i
4= S
(oS \.\\'.\' &
AN St
: s \,.\\ ;
= TN W
RS '

thrown at each inmate. One of the |

sandwiches even hit the floor.

The quote that says "you're inn-

ocent untl proven guilty” did not

apply there. Everyone was treated i

- roughly, withoot respect, in a“de-

grading manner as if we were guilty
of some horrible crime.
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Sheriff gives
Jobback to
fired jailer~

BY BOB MAHLBURG
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

A Tarrant County Jail guard who was
fired recently was reinstated yesterday
by Sheriff Don Carpenter.

Truman Bradshaw had been fired in
connection with allegations that he
gave information to federal investiga-
tors, the Star-Telegram and WFAA-

- Channel 8 Television about accusa-

~tions that the Sheriff’s Department
refused to permit voting by some coun-
ty jail prisoners. Federal law enforce-
ment officials are reviewing those alle-
gations.

Bradshaw said he was informed late
Thursday that an appeal of his firing
had been approved by the sheriff. |

“Ididn’t feel like I did anything to be |
terminated for and I'm glad to be going
back to work,” Bradshaw said. ““It feels
ml gm ”»”

Carpenter confirmed yesterday that
Bradshaw has been reinstated.

However, the sheriff declined to
comment on the action or his reasons
for the reinstatement.

“That’s my business,” Carpenter
said. “Why don’t you ask him?”

Bradshaw is one of three jail guards
belonging to the newly formed Tarrant
County Jailers Association who were
fired by the sheriff’s board of chief
deputies in the last two weeks. The
others are the group’s president, Terry

- Fenwick, and vice president, Joe Berry.

The board has rejected appeals by
Fenwick and Berry.

James Burke, an attorney for the
Combined Law Enforcement Associa-
tions of T exas, haschargedthatallthree
were fired in retaliation for organizing |
the jailers association.

Burke said he also will fight the fir-
ings before the county’s civil service
board. . ]

. ofthe police station that will ev

“P

A ncw police facility “opmeﬂ» ns
- night, but its first occupants
‘ Wmlldhavcprefermdtodm-
clmethehonor

"With the Tarrant County Jail fund,

*police units returned from a drug raid
ontheclty’s Southeast Side, carted 17

prisoners up to the fourth floor of the'
police station, and bedded them down
‘under guard for the evening. ¢

- Unofficially, the new lockup was
qmcldy dubbed, “Overflow Arms.”

“It's the result of an agreement
worked out between Chief (Thomas)
Windham, - Sheriff (Don) Carpenter’
and others,” said Capt, Ray Armand of
the Special Operations Division, which
donated the space. “We agreed on it”
this week and now we’ l'epl.ntmgitmto
operation.”

The floor’s ﬂmtpnsonexscamefrom
araid on the Luxury Inn at 2109 South'
Riverside Drive around 7 p.m.

Officers from Special Operations —

Narcotics, Special Weapons and Tac-'

'ﬂcs,speclalAppmad!andRepmtOt‘.!
fender units — using }
received from undercover officers, hit’

information’

sixmotel rooms. They collected a quan-

| tity of drugs, at least one pistol, and a°
 group of prisoners who filled a follow-"
~ ing Sheriff’ sDepanmem Vln-tﬂ ngm;’

capacity. :
They. were then msed ﬂuong!‘

*the jail — but not booked — given an-

opportunity to make bond, and taken'’
up to an empty area of the fourth floor

become Special Operations’ ¢ M
For the moment, however, it is ug

county’s detention area.
. Armanmﬁglﬁaw qut',of a
e thc

notice to crimin
still out ﬂwre £ g .‘" i

thowhxtxsn'fourﬂomalﬁw

Tlong as we have to hold them.”

 Armand hopes that will be only until

,Tumday; when some moveméﬁt isex-

- pected in the jail population. But he

‘saxdthepnsoncrs“mllsnllbehere )

| three weeks from now, if that’s what i it
takes ”»

The prisoners — male and female — "‘,

. are being held in a cage composed of 6- *
* foot high cyclone fencing with a pad- |

" locked gate. They are given mattresses, |

blankets, and food brought from ﬂﬁ |
jail.
The raid 1tselfwasalso dnstmgmshed j

 asthe ﬁrstappwrancemamajoropera :

tion by “Baron” — the departmentf

| drug-sniffing German shepherd.

. sittingatadesk, collecting money. Con- }

‘ on it.

Officérs using sledge.hammcrs' t0 b
gain entry received little or no resist-

. ance from the surprised occupants of

: the rooms.
One man tried to swallow a large

quantity of what police thought were -
. drugs, but he was unsuccessful. Others . \

tried to flush packets down oommodes. X
but that didn’t work very well either.
In one room, officers found a man -

 fiscated along with the cash was a check -
' he had cashed for a customer.

sons” stamped |

Al of the rooms contained loose
rounds of ammunition, but only one
weapon — a .38-caliber revolver —
was found. ‘

When the raid was completed, the
van from the Sheriff's Department .
pulled upandthepnsonerswercloaded
in.

“We’ve gotten great cooperatlon
from the sheriffon this,” Armand said. -
“We have a problem we have to, do |
something about.” v

it had “Bureau of Pri
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o fom;mw cemhajss{oners for his proposal 0
h : ’

A proposal tomvemmbﬁce bunldnpgmo n / i
‘a temporary jail mwejeéteﬂby county com- Enghshegrher:evealedaplantoconsg'ucta
~ missioners last night as Tarrant County ;udge Jong-plaaned county parking garage on that :;
- Roy English revealed-a plan to build a par o gbloclg, which is bounded by thherford, Bel- f
- garage and put awcn-smﬁmaxmnm-semn-  knap, Cherry and Burnett streets. o i
! ty jail atop it. - £ . The $8.4 million, six-story parking garage
* County Comm:ssxoner .f:D Johnson d;d not - would hqld 800 cars and would be bmlt o .
rmiveasmge vote of" sumort from the other.

mg o prcl:mmary cost mnmatés that were
,humedly drawn up late yesterday afternoon.

. Money to build the parking garage was in-
cludedma$ll4millmneoxmtybgndrefuén

needed to finance the jail.

i Englxshrefenedwmemm 144%ed Nk
§ Jallatopthcparkmggaragcasa“secondtower

_ dum two years ago. But Englml said after last
) mghtsnweungthatanewbondimnewouidbe’

'east whlchwhenfmlshedalsownllhwse 1, 440
g OO (e
/ Co! matxon
‘would include laundry facilities for both jails.
'Ihemﬂdnggaxagecouldbecomplewdbwnne
1990 and would include $1.4 million in extra
"swel'andconcreteto support the jail tower,

(More on JAIL on Page 6)

.‘ ' tothejaxl nowunderconsmmonablocktothe  * against county .. . TARRANT/TEXAS
" o : ““Imnota quitter, but Icanonly butt
‘ Jall  my head against three brick walls so
T o Oﬁtnt{'mm&smdhemﬂ
% ‘om Page.1 | wait for other commissionersto suggest
f i e J to the county jail spacecrisis,
Eﬂﬂlsh also tentatively scheduled a.
ngcto estimates by Gilbane ! T rdbouy L
1 d he will ask commission- | | as “a retreat on jail overcrowding.” -
e@%?lbmyapmveconmcnonof s w’h said building more jail space '
the parking garage Monday. English | won't solve the county’s problems and
and other commissioners argued that |- that other alternatives, such as private
. the temporary jail space proposed by | - jails or renting space in other counties,
" Johnson would be quicklyabsorbed by | should :Je considered. . . ... N
| prisoners sentenced to state prisons | Al“’aﬂmsht N
! v&gatecloggingthe county’s jail space. ‘@ Commissioner Dionne Bagsby
') don’t think we’d gain | 78 spaces,” ||  named herself to replace former Com-
English said. “They’re just going to be g{:‘mf D‘Wmh:‘bmrd
! ﬁﬁed with convicted felons. We’ve cre- hm 1ssu§s or low-inter-
- ated 578 spaces in the last year and ;;t omemonman other housing
- they've all been tumed into substand- ' ograms.
. ard prison space.” ! f.:mgomm theBOE Hﬂmmon re-
' *Said Johnson: “It would have saveda | H blac:(o Bmgyer SOWOH S.00~
lotoftxmeandeffomftheoourtmem- “‘ E member, as “Mrs. Ragsdale,” |
gl ya reference to Diane Rags- .
| bers had expressed three '
"~ weeks ago. But I guess that' o ‘mh;meo?omvemiﬂdcmn}'mayor
| processup here.” . g l{f?‘l etgnk Mrsm
“Last | Ragsdale left some of
‘ : the Stat A her papers over here,” Hampton said.
ards to inspect the MullaB ildingto | - Bagsby responded by tossinga pen at
mmohs |  Hamptonand offered tobuy himmem- | -
g 1fa§"oould oanform ﬁ ago also | ory lessons, but she later added sternly |
o | thatshedldnotconsnderthcremrks ;
| funny. Hampton later apologized. “It
was just a slip,” he said.

m Jail feutcuyanome,y working on_suit.
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Lemieux’s, mspondedqmeﬂy “llwe M

you.”
MacLean ordered Trimboli to serve

the life terms consecutively, which
means that he will serve 20 years on

each count — or a total of 60 — before

becoming eligible for paroles In most

cases of multiple convictions defend-

ants serve the sentences at the same ]

Lmewdthcywdlappultheoonm—
tion and sentence on several issues.

The nine men and three women on
the jury returned to the 249th District
- Court at 9 a.m, 10 decide punishment
for Trimboli, 44, a former pizza cook
avdawzhbotofthel'mly

Lane said the convictions will be
;ﬁlfd “We're not through yet,™ |

sentence, Joyner said that he believed

DNA testimony presented by the prose-

cution convicted Trimboli despite tes-
timony from forensic experts who said
comparisons between DNA taken from
samples of Trimboli’s blood and from

semen found on the bed where Dan- ;

ielle’s body was found didn't match.

*Jurors,” he said, “have given some
mystical aura to scientists who testify
forpeoplehkc Lifecodes (the DNA test-
ing lab). If Lifecodes isn’t the finest
example of corporate America, | don't
whatis. . . Thisain't the FBI doing this.
Mnsn'tcnmlablmtheco‘mtyand
state, This is a corporation . . . Basical-
ly, they are corporate America. They
are paid-for results. And they get
thun."

During closing this morn-
ing, Joyner told jurors he still believed
Trimboli was innocent.

sand."wnentkMtyandsmlery

~ and the type of mind who's able to do
thatypedghmcumd.onlyme

mmhm-—hfemmmfor

RE.

“I still beiiévéthatthelestmdu- ‘
sively showed that he (Trimboli) was

‘not the semen donor,” Lane said. |

“Sure, we’ll appeal. There are a lot of
issues that need to be reviewed by a .
higher court,”

-
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endlong
standoff

BY THOMAS KOROSEC
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

A dramatic 6'%-hour hostage-taking |
and standoff with law enforcement offi-

cers at the landmark Tarrant County |
Courthouse came to a bloody end last |
night when a former sheriff’s deputy |
shot and killed his girlfriend, then lnm-

self.

County Sheriff Don Carpenter said.

Manue! “Manny" Cabano, 45, of
Arlington shot Juanita Hermosillo, 34, |
then put his .44-caliber Magnum 10 his |
chin and took his own life, Tarrant |

Hermosillo, suffering from a gunshot |
wound to the chest, was taken to John |
Peter Smith Hospital and was pro- |

nounced dead at 10:17 p.m.
One court official, who asked not to

be identified, and several friends of |

both Cabano and Hermosillo said that |

a restraining order had been plawd on
Cabano recently after an investigative
warrant was issued against him. The
warrant concerned allegations that Ca-

sillo’s five children.

. bano sexually assaulted two of Hermo-‘ |

It was about 3 p.m. when Cabano, ‘

brandishing a gun, walked into Justice
of the Peace Robert “Bob” Ashmore s

office where Hermosillo worked as .a ‘

clerk.
He ordered everyone out of the ofﬁoe
except Hermosillo and initiated a

standoff with sherifP’s deputies and po- |

lice that mesmerized downtown Fort
W(_)rth.

FORT WORTH
| STAR-TELEGRAM
1 2 AUGUST 1989

&
i
o

sbquence of events

1 Appmxunabely 3 p.m. Manny Cabano enters Judge Bob Ashmore's
courtroom with a gun and confronts his estranged girlfriend Juanita

Hermosillo.

2 Hermosillo flees the courtroom and goes into the judge's chamber followed by
Cabano. Judge Ashmore follows the two and is held hostage along with

Hermosillo. .
3 Cabano sets the judge free.

4 About 9:40 p.m. Cabano shoots Hermosillo in the chest and then shortly
thereafter, shoots himself in the head.

@y

Justice of the
Peace Court

Justice of the Peace
Court clerks
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It ended at 9:40, when three i

rang OIIt'ﬁ:om"me.ﬁm'ﬂoor judge’s | taking began, the Sherif’s Department
office. Sheriff’s deputies found the gun- | -Jook control of the scene and Fort

man and his victim slumped in chairs,
facing each other. !
Throughout the ordeal, law enforce-
ment officers worked to end the inci-|
dent without bloodshed.
“We thought everything was going |
real well,” said Capt. Tony Wise of the
Tarrant County Sheriff’s Department. |

may have been what touched it off.”
Carpenter said Cabano, who worked

phone with Alex Gonzalez, his

ly. We just talked and talked,” said’
Carpenter. “But he wouldn’t listen.” |
The sheriff said he had no intention |
of storming the room in which Cabano |
-and his hostage were locked. |
“A lot of times, when you do that you |

|
attorney. el
“Gonzales talked to him continuous-, |

said. “We never considered it.”

Ashmore said he felt something “bad
was going to happen today, so I stuck a
.38 in my belt when I left for work this
morning.”

tween his friend Cabano and Hermosil-
lo, one of his clerks.

Shortly after 3 p.m. yesterday after-

more’s court in the historic old building

-~ longtime girlfriend until the two broke
. up two or three weeks ago.

| he was mad, I stuffed the gun in my belt
and started to get up from behind my
desk, but he got there before I couldand
stuck a gun in my face,” Ashmore said.
“Then he put that gun away and pulled
along-barreled .44 revolver from a sack
he was carrying.

“] grabbed for the gun in my belt, but |
he put that barrel in my face and told |

s 0

me, ‘Judge, I got nothing to lose,
Ashmore recalled. :

| - Cabano ordered four women, Her-
..mosillo’s co-workers, out of the office,

~=3aid Doug Pelton, a constable’s office-
| worker.

“One was crying. I asked them what
was wrongand they said, ‘Manny’sgota
gun,” ™ said Pelton, who was in the

wlhallway when the incident began.

i
{
1
\

.Worth police retreated.

f
1#

“Before it happened, she asked tospeak |
to her children on the telephone. We |
took that as a death wish. We think that |

 through the 1970s for the Sheriff's De- 3
. partment and who had run for the off- |
ice in 1984, talked for hours by tele- |

make the situation worse,” Carpenter ||

" He said he was aware of trouble be- |

noon, Cabano forced his way into Ash- |

and put a .44-caliber Magnum at the |
head of Hermosillo, who had been his |

| the police to pull out, ‘and did so at
4 ; || Cabano’s request.
“When I heard him come inand saw | |

!- About 90 minutes after the hostage- ' |

Robert Ashmore: Cabano took

away a gun he tried to reach

Fort Worth police spokesman Doug
Clarke said members of the Sheriff’s
Department said they knew Cabano
and could handle negotiations with
him.

“We have pulled out of the situa- | | ;

tion,” Clarke said during the hostage-
taking. Police remained in the area to
direct rush-hour traffic around the
scene. Several blocks of Weatherford |

and Main streets at the south end of the K

courthouse were closed. J
Carpenter reaffirmed that he asked

“Manny told us to get off the build- |

ing,” Carpenter said, referring to police | |
| SWAT unit marksmen that were posi- | :
. tioned at one point across the street.” |-
| “He didn’t want them there so we did |
. what he asked.” |

Debbye Grimada, who works fg; b
“Tarrant Abstract, a title company, said |

she was standing just outside Ash-
more’s office: ““A girl came out and s_he
was crying. You could tell something
awful was happening.”

Scott Quinlan, who was in the court-
house basement level, said he went up

Houston Street, to the west of the
Civil Courts Building, was clogged with
emérgency vehicles, including ambu-
lances. A half-dozen sheriff’s deputies
were visible at every door, many wear-
ing brown uniform jackets with SHER -
IFF embroidered on their backs.

Camera crews were crouched behind
a car parked on Main Street, just back
from Weatherford Street. Minicam
lenses also trained on the southwest
corner of the old courthouse where Ca-
bano was holed up.

About two dozen Fort Worth police
and Sheriff’s Department bailiffs kept a
crowd that numbered several hundred
at one time at least 100 to 200 yards
from the courthouse.

¥
|

Inside the County Administration
Building, across the street from the old
courthouse, there was standing-room
only at the huge banks of windows that

wall, watching.

At about 3:30, four of Hermosillo’s |
children were ushered through the
crowd and up the courthouse steps.
“Mama, mama,” the youngest of the

" two daughters cried. !

'I
. make up most of the building’s north
\
%
{
|
|

&

A Fort Worth police SWAT officer.

chécks his gun before theteam -

members were dismissed

the stairs to ask what was happening. |,

“A cop told me, ‘If you don’thave a g,}m
' suggest you go back downstairs.

At first, the evacuees crowded just -
outside the building, well in sight of the

gunman.
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_ DEATH AT THE COURTHOUSE
F nends of dead suspect grope

for ways to explain actions

H
," " BY ANITA BAKER
.+ Fort Worth Star-Telegram

\‘ Fnends of Manny Cabano were
L strugghng yesterday to understand how

'the friendly, well-mannered former
| deputy sheriffthey knew could kill him-
' self and a girlfriend after holding her
.- hostage seven hours.
* Shortly before 10 p.m., the 45-year-
| old bail bondsman and former private
! investigator fatally shot 34-year-old

Juanita Hermosillo, a woman he had
' loved, before turning the gun on him-

L.self. His actions were triggered by a
f warrant issued for his arrest on charges
j he had sexually assaulted two of her
| children.
f Cabano left behind a host of shocked
| friends who had known him in his good
" days and had difficulty understanding
;"thetﬂd
. .Sadness swept through the Arungton
“neighborhood where Cabano lived as
* neighbors learned that the man appar-
entlyhad shot himselfand his hostage.

#I just ... I never expected that at

' home. *“Ijust thought he’d let hergo.”

. Littleton said she was particularly
i shocked over the way Cabano died be-
. causeofhiscareerinlaw enforcement.

\~ “I Just have a feeling
| he just got out of sync
J{mthmhatrmhtywa&
| When I heard about it
( the hostage situation),
(.Iahdn?gan;wul
: concerned. 1 thought
‘4 someone could
rattonaltze with him.”

— Nancy Littleton
neighbor

I i,

xg;?;--,

wnh what reality was,” she sald
“When, 1 heard about it (the hostage
f, tuauon), 1 didn’t get real concerned. I

| thoughtmsogwone could ranonahze

g thh him.”"

..all," said Nancy Littleton, who lives
! two doors from his northwest Arlington |

! “ljusthaveafeelinghejustgotoutof i

y Cabano: Episode was
triggered by an arrest warrant |

' “Ruth Havins, who lives across the
street from Cabano, said she and her
husband, Ray, also were surprised.
~ .‘I'was very greatly surprised at the
“way ‘it ended up,” she said. “That’s
totally out of character with anything
~he would do.
“*“It’s always just so sad when some-
| one you know ends up like this.”

o - Cabano’s neighbors in Oak Glen Es-

| tates described Cabano as someone
l’ ;who waved hello, kept odd hours and
\thelped out when the neighborhood ex-
’ perienced several robberies.’

When Cabano saw several men
Ttrymg to break into Littleton’s car 1
1,about eight months ago, he chased after
thesuspecu, apprehending one of them

Land calling police, Littleton said.
Since 1970, Cabano’s life had re-

volved around the law and Tarrant | !

County courts.

He first went to work as a jailer for |
the Tarrant County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and became a patrol officer in
August 1972,

Under then-Tarrant County Sheriff | ‘

Lon Evans, he rose through theranksto |

lieutenant before resigning in 1981 to |

open his own private mvcsugator and

bail bondsman office in Fort Worth. e

“He was a good officer,” Evans said
yesterday. “I nevér had any problems
with him. He could handle the job real
well. It was a surprise to me . . . Every-
one liked him. He had no enemies.”

Evans said Cabano had grown up ina
military family and had lived in various
locations before settling in Tarrant
County.

In 1984, he was one of 14 candidates
who ran for sheriff after Evans an-
nounced his retirement. But one month
before the May 15 election, he with-
drew from the race to take advantage of

| an unexpected opportunity to expand

his business.

Cabano, broad-shouldered and
bearded, met Hermosillo after she went
to work for then-Justice of the Peace
Paz “Mike” Hernandez.

“He used to come to my office on
business,” said Hernandez, now a bail

' bondsman. “He met herand took her to
| lunch.”

The relationship grew from there.

Both maintained separate resi-
dences, although Cabano’s neighbors
spoke of his being gone sometimes for
weeks at a time because of his work.

Cabano had several children from an
earlier marriage.

At some point, things began to go
sour in Cabano’s life.

In March, his license to operate what
had been a successful private investiga-
tion agency was suspended by the State
Board of Private Investigators and Pri-
vate Security Agencies because he
failed to pay the required liabii'ty in-
surance. No allegations of misconduct

| were involved.

In a letter dated April 3, Cabano
-| wrote a letter to the state board saying
| he was terminating his license.
Telephone numbers for'his business |
| have been disconnected.

A notice on his Arlington residence

\yesterday said gas at the residence had
‘been disconnected because of non-pay-
{ ment.

“Business was bad. He had economic
| problems and this (the assault warrant)
as the last straw,” Hernandez

urmised.
But Hernandez, like rotherg 7whoﬁv 7

e
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\

moved to the neighborhood, Cabano |

b ‘ ‘“He always was a - “I just have a feeling ) 6\‘
'He always was a " level-headed guy. ‘ he Jhust got out of sync
3 - | with what reali
level-headed guy. " We've had some pretty - Ervieriie Iy was.
We’ve had some pretty | | % 1 eerd ahont it
b good arguments, but v  (the hostage situation),
good arguments, but | he seemed cool-headed, B 1 didn’t get real
4 '; . - concerned.
he seemed cool-headed, | easy toget along with | omer d. 1 lZ!mtght
easy to get along with b and intelli ” oot .
B . and intelligent.  rationalize with him.”
l” e . e |
Ny — Ronnie Long i — Nancy Littleton |
— Ronnie Long bgnl bondsman neighbor
bail bondsman g
introduced himself to Havins and said
he wouldn’t have much time for social- s S b ‘
izing but told Havins if ever needed equen 1
an)(rlthing he should just holler, Havins i q ce of events ’ 1
said. pproximately 8 p.m. Manny Cabano enters J Bob Ashmore'
“One time I was going to be gone and courtroom with a gun and confronts his e'tl:ﬂn‘;gge girlfriend Foanita
| I asked him to keep an eye on the Hermosillo.
house,” Havins said. “He picked up my 2 Hermosillo flees the courtroom and goes into the judge's chamber
A e - followed b;
mail and everything. Cabano. Judge Ashmore follows the two and i hJ;:i ho i .|
Havins also said Cabano had an “al- Hermosillo. el ?mge b o
e B o ' 8
ou guy and you : ; o )
at ease with him,” he said. 4 About 9:40 p.m. Cabano shoots Hermosillo in the chest and then shortly '

: e AR thereafter, himself i
Arlington police investigations Capt. | i e i if in the head.

Mike Johnston said Cabano has hung
around the police station for several
years since becominga bail bondsman.

But Johnston said Cabano had little
credibility among many police officers,
because he switched from law enforce-
ment to being a bail bondsman. John-
ston said that move created a conflict in
officers’ eyes: Cabano once worked
against criminals but then switched to
aid them in getting out of jail.

“I wouldn’t testify as a character wit-
ness for him,” Johnston said.

Arlington police training center
Capt. Dennis Rhoten, who had many . g
dealings with Cabano several years ago
when Rhoten was investigations ser-
geant, said he was surprised by the turn
of events.

“It really surprises me that he would
do something like this,” he said. “I
always thought he was ‘cooler than
that.”

Staff writers Mary Doclar, Stephanie
Gammage, Frank Perkins, Amy Keen,
Scott Nishimura, Jan Jarvis, Jay B.
Lewis, Carolyn Poirot and Christopher |
Evans contributed to this report. \

Waamons g

Justice of the Peace
Court clerks

Justice of the |
Peace Court




BY FRANK PERKINS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
It was an opportunity an aggressive
television reporter could not turn down
— to interview an armed man with a

| hostage — but it was a story with no
" happy ending for the participants, in-

| cluding Jim Douglas of Channel 5

| News.
Former private investigator Manny

1 Cabano had staged an armed takeover

| of Justice of the Peace Bob Ashmore’s

|

DEATH AT T

court.

Apparently angry over snowballing
legal difficulties with his longtime girl-
friend, Juanita Hermosillo, who was
one of Ashmore’s clerks, Cabano forced
his way into Ashmore’s court about 3
p.m. and put a pistol to Hermosillo’s
head.

He disarmed Ashmore and ordered

. him from the courtroom.

About three hours into the ordeal,
Cabano demanded to talk to a reporter

5 COURTHOUSE

Reporter never got the chance

from among the crowd of newsmen
clustered around the red granite of the
historic Tarrant County Courthouse.

Sheriff Don Carpenter, a former
comrade of Cabano’s when both were
patrolmen under retired Sheriff Lon
Evans, selected Douglas.

“Manny told me he wanted to tell his
side of the story, and since I knew Jim
and knew Manny knew him, I'thought
he could help us,” Carpenter said.

“I was a bargaining chip between

*Section 1, Page 10 / Fort Worth Star-Telegram / Wednesday A.M., August 2, 1989 .

o help in hostage situation

' negotiators Capt. Jim Minton, Lt. Kelly
Smith and Alex Gonzales, Cabano’s
lawyer,” Douglas said.

“They told Manny that if he put
down his guns and came out, then he
| could talk to me, but he never came

' out.”

| Douglas said the officers kept him in

|the rotunda under the courthouse

' dome, about 40 feet away from Ash-

| more’s court.

“There were 18 officers in flak vests

and weapons in the hall. The negotia-

tors were talking with him every 15
minutes or so,” Douglas recalled.

“Finally, she (Hermosillo) sent out
word she wanted to talk to herkids, who
were in the building in an office down
the hall from me, and then we heard
two muffled shots.

“Theoﬂ'leersdrewtheirgunsandi'an
“to the door of the courtroom. One of
them put a megaphone to the door and

. called Cabano’s name, but there wasno |
answer.

“They forced the door and found the |
bodies,” he said.

Douglas looked at the swirl of TV |
cameras, reporters and bystanders out- |
side the courthouse. -

“I've been involved in a half a dozen |
of these hostage things since I've been |
in news,” Douglas said. “The others all
ended happily.” ‘
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4 With its pink
" staircases an@arclu rchitectural flourishes,
‘the Tarrant County Courthouse has a

- BY HOLLACE WEINER
% < Font Worth Star-Telegram

ok %10

granite walls, sweeping

story-tale air that became a setting for
tragedy yesterday.

The gingerbread-style building, con-
structed in 1893, was progressively the
scene of hope, excitement, tension,
tears and then death.

All the while, the courthouse’s four-
sided clock tower ticked off the time:
One hour. Two hours. Six hours since a

former lawman barged intoa first-floor |

courtroom to confront his girlfriend
with a gun barrel.

As word spread from the basement
offices to the fourth-floor library, judg-
es left their benches. Jurors quit delib-
erating. People hustled through the
halls and out the front exits and the side
exits and clustered on the lawn and
sidewalks passing along rumors.

“There’s a crazy man upstairs. Ev-
erybody get out,” said a building offi-
cial passing through the halls.

Under police escort, scores of court-
house personnel walked through the
halls that are lined with historic pic-
tures as another episode in Tarrant
County’s current events unfolded.

At C.C.O’Shea’s, the Irish pubacross
the street from the courthouse’s north-
east corner, owner Bill Green knew
something was amiss when his usual
happy-hour crowd filed in shortly after
3 p.m., at least an hour early.

Donna Faison realized something
was awry when police blocked her from

walking toward her car. Faison’s '79
Buick Regal was parked on Belknap
Street, in the line of fire.

“We had been talking about how
lucky we were that we got a parking
space right in front of the courthouse,”
Faison said as she stood in the plaza
outside the Tarrant County Adminis-
tration Building, about 500 yards from

|

her auto. She was with her | 1-year-old
stepdaughter, Jamie, who had spent an
hour in the family section of the court-

(More on SCENE on Page 10)

house meeting with her natural mother.

“The court set up a visit for every
Tuesday. It just started today,” Jamie
said. Now, her courthouse sojourn had
turned into Meet the Press.

“] talked to Channel 4. I talked to
Channel 5,” said the sixth-grader as a
broadcaster from KLIF/1190 AM
stuck a microphone in her face.

Her mother worried about getting
her vehicle out of the line of fire.

“My car is stuck there,” she said,
pointing to the metered space on Bel-

| knap Street. “If I get a parking ticket I

am going to tell the judge the cop was
holding my car hostage.;’
Alice Loggins was concerned t00 —
» about her son. Jimmv. an 18-vear-old
court clerk who had phoned friends
shortly after 3 p.m. to report he was
stranded on the fourth floor where he
signs divorce papers. Police were
escorting six at a time out a side door.
He was among the last to depart. .
She was standing vigil on the corner
of Belknap and Commerce, creases in
her forehead, eyes aimed at the top
floor of the 1893 courthouse.

“There heis,” yelled Alice Logginsat .

4:55 p.m. as she spotted Jimmy walking
rapidly up Commerce Street, through
crowds of spectators drawn by the the
presence of police cars and radio re-

ports. . ;
Downtown office wgrkers left their

desks and craned at the courthouse |

from the rooftop of a parking garage. At
the Worthington Hotel, guests peered
over balconies.

On the street, clerks and secretaries
compared notes and listened while ra-
dio reporters replayed interviews with
Police and Sheriff’s department offi-
cials. Homeless people who clustered
on the corners passed along the details
as newcomers joined the crowd.

After police cordoned off two blocks
of Belknap Street in front of the court-
house, rush-hour traffic inched along.
Cars and fuming buses halted in the
middle of intersections. :

But once rush hour ended, the
crowds dissipated. Downtown Workers

went home for dinner. The media and |

A nightmare in a fairy’
- tale co urtbouse\

friends of the protagonists remained.
After evening news programs aired, a
new crew of curious onlookers arrived.

- “Mysonand I like to go to things like
this,” said Wanda Simmons, a home-
maker who listens to a police scanner
throughout the day. “We go to major
wrecks and fires. We like to see all the-
stuff. Some people say we are morbid.” -

There was Michele Farrar, 18, a
friend of hostage Juanita Hermosillo.
“She’s the sweetest thing,” Farrar said -
asshe tightly held the hand of her fiance
Paul Moore. Farrar’s mother, Marilyn,
was in the courthouse basement help-
ing comfort Hermosillo’s five children.

As darkness descended ardund the
courthouse, Farrar and Moore re-

mained on a bench across the street. At
9 p.m. the streetlights clicked on. By
9:30 the skyline was lit up. So was the
,courthouse, where not one light had
been turned off. :

DonnaFaison returned at 9:35 p.m.
and begged police officer Randy Jacoby,
to retrieve her car. He took her keys,
walked toward the car, started the igni-
tion. : ;

“Theard two shots,” he reported after
driving the car to the end of the street.
“I think it’s over.”

It was, _ f

Michele Farrar was in tears. “He shot

her. She’s gone. He’s crazy,” she cried

as she ft
Juanita’s

in the arms of another of
iends.
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_" A police officer leads Juanita Hermosillo's

.
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‘She doesn’t deserve this’

‘Co-workers, friends recall mother of 5

" BY CAROLYN POIROT
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Juanita Hermosillo was 25 years old and had no
typing skills and five children when she went to work
for Tarrant County in 1981.

But she was a very bright, hard-working young
woman who learned quickly and never missed work,
said Paz Mike Hernandez, who hired her as a clerk
while he was serving as a justice of the peace.

“The county sent her to typing school, and I believe
she earned her GED,” Hernandez said while Hermo-
sillo was being held in the courtroom. “‘She was very
quiet, a typical Hispanic female who had never been
out of the barrio before. She was very humble and
naive.” .

Hermosillo was seized at gunpoint yesterday after-
noon and held hostage in the Justice of the Peace Pct.
No. 1 courtroom, where she had transferred five years
ago after Hernandez left office. She was pronounced
dead at John Peter Smith Hospital last night at 10:17
after being shot in the chest.

Hermosillo, who was working as a clerk for Judge
Bob Ashmore, was taken hostage by former boyfriend
Manny Cabano, a private investigator who was a
sheriff’s deputy for 11 years and who ran for sheriffin
1984, officials said.

“She’s not a bad person at all. She’s a good person.
She doesn’t deserve this,” said Cindy Cloud, chief

clerk in Ashmore’s court and Hermosillo’s supervisor,
during the ordeal.
Said Cloud’s husband, Steve: “They don’t make
them any better. She would doanything foranybody.
“They’ve (Hermosillo and Cabano) been dating a
long time — probably five or six years.”
Hermosillo grew up on Fort Worth’s North Side,
where her mother and sisters still live, Hernandez said.
“[ think she was born here, but I don’t know of any
organizations or groups she was involved in. She just
worked and then went home to take care of her klds
She was just trying to survive,” he said.

Hermosillo reportedly put her five children in foster
care for about a year, soon after she began seeing |
Cabano six years ago.

“I think Cabano did not want them around, and she
did not want to rock the relationship. But she got them
back. She cared for him, but she ¢ared more for her

-children. She’s a good mother,” Hernandez said.

- Said court reporter Debbie Moore: “She’s wonder-
ful, a real sweet girl. She’s very well thought of, very
mild-mannered, a very beautiful woman. You can |
hardly believe she has five children.”

Moore said Hermosillo had a small business selling
jewelry, mostly to her fellow courthouse employees, to
help make ends meet.

“She’s a nice lady. She’s worked here a good while,”
said Pct. 1 Constable Don Coors. “Everybody seemed
to like her.”

E




BY R. ROBIN MCDONALD
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Across the hall from the office where
aformer Tarrant County sheriff’s depu-
tv took a hostage yesterday is the office
of Tarrant County’s constables.

Together with 41 bailiffs, 18 part-
time bailiffs and several security guards
employed by the Sheriff’s Department,
the constable and his five deputies help
provide the bulk of security in the Tar-
rant County Courthouse.

But the proximity of the constable’s
office was not enough yesterday to pre-
vent Manny Cabano, a one-time candi-
date for Tarrant County sheriff and a
former county bondsman, from taking
Juanita Hermosillo, a clerk for Justice
of the Peace Bob Ashmore, hostage in
Ashmore’s office. Hermosillo was Ca-
bano’s girlfriend.

The county, Judge Roy English said,
provides security for the courthouse
and adjacent court buildings through
the Sheriff's Department and the bail-
iffs the department deploys to the coun-
ty’s civil and criminal ¢ourtrooms.

All bailiffs are certified and trained
to carry guns, Chief Deputy John

Pempsell said. But while some judges |

prefer that their bailiffs carry guns, oth- |

ers prefer that their bailiffs remain
unarmed, he said.

“The judges lend bailiffs back and
forth to each other to increase security
in certain areas,” Pempsell said. “A lot

of bailiffs work very closely together in |

supporting each other.”

!

In addition, during the trial of partic- |

ularly sensational cases or in instances

where deputies have received informa- |

tion that a particular case may be a |

springboard for possible violence, the

Sheriff’'s Department may increase se- |
curity onits own or on the request of the |

judge or police.

“The Sheriff's Department does |
have some portable metal detectorsand |

metal-detecting wands that have been

used in the criminal courts building as

needed orasrequired,” Pempsell said.
But Pempsell said there is no perma-

nent metal-screening system in place.
Additional security, he said, is pro-

vided by sheriff’s deputies, investiga- |
tors and members of the district attor- |

ney’s staff.

“We respect the judge in his court |

o

o




Bailiffs — armed and unarmed — and portable
metal detectors are used to keep the courthouse
safe now, and a county judge does not foresee
access becoming severely restricted.

and we do inform the courts as to what
we know or what we have heard,”
Pempsell said. “It’s shared back and
forth.” ;

But when violence erupts without
warning, as it did yesterday, Pem_psell
said, “we have to handle these situa- ‘
tions as best we can.”

“As a practical matter, the Sherif:fs
Department is the proper authority
who has the jurisdiction for the security
of the buildings,” English said. County
commissioners, he said, “simp!y try to
give all the necessary support in man-
power and equipment to do the job.
And I think what we do isessentially the
same as most urban counties who con-
duct the business of the state — we |
have bailiffs, armed bailiffs.”

The sheriff also employs security

guards 24 hours a day, Pempsell said.
During the day, a single guard is on
dutyat adeskinthe county administra-
tion building. At night and on week-
ends, the guards operate out of a guard
station in the courthouse basement.
Calling security “a big problem” in
the county criminal courts building,
Tarrant County District Court Judge
" Joe Drago said that an electronic metal
detection system needs to be installed
in the county courts building now un-
der construction, “whatever the cost.”
“I think we are at a point where we
have been lucky too long,” Drago said
last night as the former sheriff’s deputy
held his girlfriend hostage in the Tar-
rant Cot’ity Courthouse. “We need,
whatever the cost, to have some sort of
electronic monitoring device. You

need to be as safe going into a court-
room as you are going to the airport.”

But, so far, the county has chosen not
to install permanent metal detectors,
English said.

“We just simply have so many, many
people in the public buildings,” he said,
“It’s a question of where you draw the
line. Do you put a metal detector in
every bank, in every 7-Eleven, in every
department store that has been robbed?
I do not yet acknowledge that we live in
a police state where those things are
always necessary. It’s a questior. of

.where we draw the line. There’; no
perfect system out there.”

English referred to a 1986 shcoting
in a county civil courtroom in which
one man shot and killed another.

“I know we asked the judges at that
time for their recommendations and
input on the security that they wanted
in the new courthouse and if they felt
safe in their own environment,” he

said. “The general feedback that we got
| was that the judges felt very safe and —
there is no perfect system — that things
from time to time will go awry.”
English said there are no plans for a

permanent r.etal detection system in
the new county courthouse that is now
under construction. Instead, the build-
ing will be secured through a series of
separate entrances, exits and elevators
for use by the judges, the jury, witness-
es, prisoners and the public.

But English cautioned, “Most Sys-
tems continue to be vulnerable to a
private individual.”

English said that the commission will
“inevitably have more conversation”
about courthouse security in the wake
. of yesterday’s hostage-taking, But he
said he suspects that the commission
will eventually decide that a permanent
detection system would not be perfeet,
nor would the public permit it

“I just don’t think the public would
think the security risk is great enoughto
justify the expense and inconvenience
of a search of everybody,” he said.

“If she had worked at a school cafete-

ria or a church, the same thing would

' have happened there,” he said. “It’s

just a.question of where do y>u draw

theline when you start tryingto provide
forthe unexpected. How safe issafe?”

i

"
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critical

!, of sheriff

Jail operation target

BY BOB MAHLBURG

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Tarrant County ,
commissioners issued a stern messdge |
. tional turf, the sheriff sent well-equipped
Fort Worth Police Department SWAT
‘team members and hostage negotiators

to Sheriff Don Carpenter yesterday,
saying they have approved money fpr
expanded county jails but the sl_lenﬂ' ‘
hasn’t done his job to house addmdhal
prisoners. If
The heated remarks follow a formal
’ written warning from Fort Worth city
officials yesterday that the city will
again press a pending lawsuit unless the
county accepts prisoners from a maTice-
shift jail in the city Police Department.
County officials recently openegvg
giant converted warehouse as a tempo-
rary jail for up to 384 prisoners, but it
has remained only 75 percent full. Sher-
iff’s officials have blamed delays bn
problems in hiring sufficient guatds
and getting key supplies such as bedd-
| ing and clothing. i !
' “The problem is not getting mat-
| tresses,” said County Judge Roy Eng-
i lish. “We must have an aware adminis-
! mr." i

e

were housed in city jails. County jg‘ils
housed 2,983 prisoners, 382 more than

L.

the capacity of 2,601. }

Carpenter, City Attorney Wade Adkins
warned that city officials expect the
county to accept city prisoners in the
near future. ; !
“The letter states that we intend,
pursue litigation if it’s not taken care
of,” Adkins said yesterday. “There’s a
state statute that requires notice be giv-
en to commissioners court and they be
ing litigation and that’s one purpose of
: tm ]etm.” 4 L}
City Council members dlscussed the
‘\ ~ issue in a closed-door meeting last week
delays, Adkins said. |
“We thought when that warehouse
opened up it would enable us to get rid

of commissioners’ ire

Asof 5 p.m. yesterday, 175 prisoners |

In a Nov. | letter to English and

* givenachance to respond before pursu-

, andmanyv'vcmupsetbythccoum.y’sy

) 08-04-89

Coity  Bungler at work

Carpenter badly mishandled the crisis

.« Through his astonishing words and his
| inexplicable actions, Sheriff Don Car-

penter demonstrated in Tuesday’s court-
house bloodshed that he either did not
understand the gravity of the moment or

| 1s incompetent — or both.

His words demonstrated that. “You

“"sure as hell don’t need a SWAT team for a
“'man and a woman, do you?” And: “It was
“'bad. It was something I couldn’t see hap-

“pening. I'm proud of the way it worked
Lout. We done everything we could.”
Out of obvious concern for his jurisdic-

packing — removing from the scene
icountless years of expert training and vast
experience. Carpenter’s decision forever
‘assigned to conjecture the possibility that
‘the officers might have made a life-saving
difference in the horrifying outcome.

. Now a man and a woman are dead,
children are orphaned and the haunting

question remains: What if? :

There are other reasons for criticism.
An untrained civilian acted as a primary
negotiator. The main negotiators were
personally involved with the hostage-
taker, a factor seriously questioned by
experts. The sheriff is a decision-maker,
and experts say that decision-makers ;
should not participate in negotiations,
which he did.

Abundant hostility lingers in and

around the courts, posing the ever-pre-
sent potential for violence. Preparing for
that possibility requires sound planning,
good judgment, competent leadership
and cooperative effort.
- The sheriff’s pitiful and inexcusable
performance in the hostage situation sig-
nalsloudlythat he is severely lackingin all
of those. Should — God forbid — there
be some similar occurrence in the future,
we hope that this bungling incompetent
will be blessed with the £0od sense at least
to get the hell out of the way.

‘Banana Wagon =

| For 100 long, county government has

been slipping on the continuing feud

about the jail commissary, better known

as the Banana Wagon. It is time the con-
troversy rolled off center stage, permit-
ting Commissioners Court, Sheriff Don
Carpenter and others at the courthouse to
get on with more pressing business.

The opportunitytodothatishereinthe

form of a judge’s ruling in a commissary
lawsuit, and all involved should use it as a
chance to fully resolve the issue, at long
last.

Through the commissary, jail inmates
are sold items such as cigarettes and can-
dy. The sheriff and Commissioners Court
have differed over who should run the
commissary. The sheriff gave the com-
missary contract to one firm; Commis-
sioners Court gave it to another. A lawsuit
ensued. A district judge now has come up

- Forget an appeal; get on with business

witharuling with which both sides should |
beable tolive. It would let commissioners |
issue the contract. The vendor would
have to be selected from a list submitted
by the sheriff and ranked in order of the
sheriff’s preference. The county purchas-
ing agent would handle the bid taking.
This arrangement would protect the
official interests of each of the county
officials involved and it also would serve
the interests of county citizens. The sher-
iff has indicated that he might appeal the
Judge’s decision. He shouldn’t do so, but
rather should work with Commissioners
Court to reconcile any remaining com-
missary differences. : !
The time, effort and energy of county
government needs to be fully focused on
other, more serious matters, not the least |
of which is the problem of county jail
overcrowding. i
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Carpenter | Carpenter and the commissioners-‘l

undecided ‘
on appeal

The ruling judge will
retain control over the
banana wagon’s operation
for 60 days.

BY FRANK PERKINS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Sheriff Don Carpenter said the slip-
pery issue of the Tarrant County Jail
“banana wagon” may go to a higher
court after a state district court judge
yesterday handed the reins over to the
Tarrant County Commissioners Court.

“We haven’t decided on a appeal yet,
we’ve still got to talk to the lawyers,”
Carpenter said this morning.

State District Court Judge Frank
Douthitt ruled that the Commissioners
Court is the proper authority to issue a
banana cart contract and that the jail
commissary vendor’s contract must be
rebid.

Douthitt also ordered the vendors
must be picked from a list ranked in
order of preference by Carpenter.

“The way I read this order, I've got
even more power over this thing than I
had before,” Carpenter said.

“If you read the law real close, it says
the sheriff is the only man who can |
decide who goes in his jail. Even the” |

judge knew that was right.” ;
And even after a new contract Is

signed, Douthitt will maintain control

of the banana wagon’s operations for 60

days. :
Douthitt’s decision brings to an end,

sort of, a two-year duel between Car- |

penter and commissioners about who

has the right to pick who provides jail

inmates with cigarettes, combs and
candy.

It is a political wrangle that has
spawned front-page headlines, and an-
gry public exchanges between the
drawling, shoot-from-the hip Republi-
can sheriff and a turf-conscious Repub-
lican-dominated court.

At times, the political tempest in a
banana wagon has even ov '

the dangerous conditions created by the

chronically overcrowded jail.
(More on BANANA on Page 9)

| since Carpenter took office in 1984 and
! bought the service from retiring Sheriff |

' Lon Evans.

The commissioners said the commis- |
, sary proceeds really belonged in the
| county’s general fund, but Carpenter

* said the money was his to spend. He has
zspent some of the money on office fur-
iture, fans and other items sliced from

. “his budget by a cost-conscious commis-

oners court.

~* At first, Carpenter operated the ba-
wagon. After fighting with the

~ eommissioners, he reluctantly agreed

- *fo turn it over to an outside vendor in
~ ;late 1987, after the court failed to buy

+the concession from him. -
5 Carpenter maintains he understood
e commissioners wanted him to find
.a vendor and he did — Jack Madera of
“Mid-Cities Services Inc.
4% Carpenter claims he signed a con-
;&act with Madera to push the wagon
the jail. Madera paid the coun-

Mty up to $2 per prisoner for the privi-

, depending on the jail population.

to be worth $100,000 a year.

| ¥ Without talking to the sheriff, the
 Commissioners Court ruled that the
- contract wasinvalid and put out itsown
=bids, ultimately selecting Signature Ser-
“vices Inc.
% Carpenter refused to let that compa-
,M the jail and therd/the matter

| stood until June, when Madera sued the
county for not awarding him the ba-

named the sheriff a party to that suit.
Douthitt, a judge from Henrietta,

"

the case for a vacationing Tarrant
County judge. After listening to both
sides present their arguments in court
for more than a week, he returned home
and said that he hoped to rule within a
week. That was June 12. :

Yesterday he ruled and his decision |

took something from both sides.

In returning his judgment, Douthitt |

said, “my gut feeling still is that the
commissioners tend to the money, the
sheriff tends to the jail.”

He supported the county’s claim that

the Commissioners Court is the proper

. authority to issue the contract; but he

also ordered the commissioners to pick

a vendor from a list of hopefuls ranked
in order of preference by Carpenter.

Douthitt voided Carpenter’s con-

! tract with Madera’s company but also

' threw out the contract Commissioners

Court awarded to Signature Services

g

Commissioner Bob Hampton, one of |
three commissioners named in the June -
12 suit, saw Douthitt’s decision as a

semi-victory.
“We lost in that the contract with

- Signature Services was not upheld, but

&+ The commissary contract is estimat-

|

|

nana wagon contract and the county |

was the visiting judge who got to hear |

certainly there is nothing in there that
shows| we lost in having the final right to

decide the proposal. It does open com- |

munications,” he said.

Commissioner Dionne Bagsby said
the ruling was “‘very good news. We’ve
reached something to reconcile differ-
ences and bring this to a conclusion.”

Commissioner O.L. Watson said he
had no comment because he had not
read the ruling,

Under the order, Mid-States Services
will operate the commissary until a new
vendor is picked. Within 30 days, Car-

penter must submit a list of items tobe

sold to the prisoners as well as vendor
conditions, specifications, standards
and requirements to County Purchas-
ing Agent Sharan Gunn. She will use
this list to prepare requests for bids.

Douthitt also ordered that within
120 days of receiving this list, Gunn
must submit to Carpenter a list of the
qualified vendors and a list of their
err}ployees who will operate the com-
missary.

Within 30 days of receiving the ven-
dors’ list, Carpenter must rank them in
order of his preference and submit that
ranking to the commissioners. The
commissioners must then award a con-
tract within 30 days of receiving Car-
penter’s preferences.

The banana wagon contract shall run
for two years, but Douthitt will contin-
ue overseeing the process until 60 days
after the commissary contract is award-

. | y




Early spring cleamng
Redneck cowboy egos in the Commissioners

laughingstock of the state. Ignorant quotes to

the media and internal bickering keep anything
from being accomplished. Now Sheriff Car-
penter’s ego got in the way in the handling of the

i ‘Court have made Tarrant County the
1
|
f hostage situation at the courthouse.

Instead of allowing those who were properly

trained to handle this situation, Carpenter or- ~ - .

dered the Fort Worth Police Department out of

the courthouse. Because the gunman was once a

good ol boy, the sheriff said he’d handle the

negotiations, and we all know how that turned
out. It's time to clean house at our courthouse.
—Larry J. Reynolds
Fort Worth
Stains of shame *

Two people dead. And Sheriff Don Car-
penter said, “I'm proud of the way it worked

out.” Two lives lost because of a vain politician.

" Two people dead for nothing.
I wonder if Sheriff Carpenter feels the shame
that all of Tarrant County feels today? I wonder

if our shame will take away any of the pain five

~little children feel today? I wonder if we can
' ever remove the bloodstains in Tarrant Coun-
ty?
—Carla Allen
Fort Worth

Give him some more rope

o Your Aug. 4 editorial “Bungler at work”
7 ¢ really hit the mark. When I first heard Sheriff
~ Carpenter speak publicly, it was frightening,
, Perhaps the best thing the Star-Telegram could
| dois quote him as often as possible, as it seems
|
|
:

that every time he opens his mouth, he commits _ L7

political suicide. ‘
—St. Clair Newbern III
Fort Worth

Shenﬂ' staﬂ' unfalrly judged

As an employee of the Sheriff’s Department,

Iresent very much the criticism of our leaderby

those who do not know all the facts surrounding

a very unfortunate act. We have received nu-
merous calls from the residents of this county, .

and the number of calls praising the sheriff’s =

actions have far outnumbered the others. I
conclude from this that not everyone is sucked

into believing what the media want them to ,

believe. The situation at the courthouse was the

sheriff’s responsibility, and had he shirked it, =

you would have had all kinds of derogatory
: things to say about him for not handling it.

Our hostage negotiators go to the same

schools the Fort Worth Police Department offi-
cers at{znd, and they go every year. Mr. CaMo

. Worth Star-Telegram to state they are incom-
' petent and bungling. It is also unfortunate that

((, 7
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~was an ll-yearveteranoftheshenﬁ‘sde::aﬂ

. would be tried at a “normal” hostage situation.
~ As for his attorney, a civilian, being allowed to

/] wanted the men off the buildings or he would

- kill Ms. Hermosillo right then. What do you 0o
. think the Fort Worth Police Department would
' have done differently?

| personally involved in the murder:
" the county courthouse. He took charge and

"FW STAR-TELEGRAM
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ment and therefore presented a unique situa- -
nonbmuseheknewmostofthethlmthat

talk to him — after a couple of hours had
passed, Mr. Gonzalez was the only personf‘he
would talk with, and Mr. Gonzalezwasbqng
told what to say to Mr. Cabano by our hostage
negotiators. As for the SWAT team being pulled
off, Mr. Cabano told our negotiator that he

'IheSheni?sDepanmentpersonnelarevely
well trained, and it is a mistake for the Fort

Chief Windham was sucked into your game as
well. He, ofallpeopzc,shouldknowhowntts

layed.
.  Jogos Jelh
Fort Worth

Learning from the tragedy

Let’s wake up and realize what we have Qone ,
to ourselves at the voting booth. We must unite i
andconectournustakm-—Shenﬁ'DonCar ,
penter and those like him. ‘ '

1 was incensed atthemcredlblypoorand ’ o
totally unprofessional judgment exhibited by —
Sheriff Carpenter when he dehberatelsz«m& became-

unilaterally dismissed our highly trained Fort . 8

Worth Police SWAT team. When s 3 ] g |

talk-"im-out-uv-it strategy subsequently ' 7

edmtwodwdpeoplehebemmealoofand i o

cavalier about his approach and its o i 4

. Thetelevision news and newspapers c« f

ly portrayed Carpenter as a shallow, country

bumpkin. What if he were in charge of a critical

situation involving your life? Let this be a

voting lesson to all Tarrant County voters. We

' elected Sheriff Carpenter, and we have to live

- with his archaic views and methods. L P4
'Ihmarealmdytoomanyaspectsofpv- ' .

emmentatalllevelsandself-sa‘vmgpeoﬂegmt P PP

that are out of our control yet affect our lives. - 7

However, the election of officials to serve our

county and surrounding area is something we

m have direct control of. Let’s assume con-

Let’s be careful to thorm:giﬂy enmma,the

candidates who come before us in the future. g

Let’s vote smart and elect people we do trust. &

lzt'sstanmththecandxdataforthemu,lz : y P

. special election to fill Jim Wright’s congression- s P

al seat. We can’t afford any more Don Car- -

penters or good ol’ boys like him. See youatthe

voting booth!
—Dennis Wood
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Highcosts
expected
at new jail

By BOB MAHLBURG
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — The towering |

new $50 million Tarrant County Jail
being built in downtown will be much
safer than other area jails but its design
will demand significantly more staff
and more tax money to run, Sheriff’s
?aepanment officials warned yester-

y

County Jail Administrator Bill
Broome said the jail’s design, which is
based on “direct supervision” of pris-
oners, will not efficiently use guards
because officers will not be able to easi-
ly leave their posts to do other tasks or
handle emergencies.

That message drew apparent surprise
from Tarrant County commissioners
who approved design plans for the jail
25 years ago.

“I'm hearing this for the very first
time,” County Judge Roy English told
Broome during a hearing yesterday on

the county’s annual budget.
- English said commissioners were as-
sured by national experts, including
(More on JAIL on next page)

W \ NN RN
N ) . g NN
NN NN N \.
\\ N, ™
N A », N \\ Y »
N “- N 3 \
b %% N % O\
\_-'
\ N\ N Y
N A .
~‘
1 -
\1
11989 % %

From previous page

g . several leading jail architecture firms,
I . .\ that the design would be cheaper to
| operate.
. But Broome said the ““direct supervi-
|\, sion” system, in which guards are sta-
. tioned inside dayrooms with the pris-
| oners, inherently requires more
' officers. Guards cannot simply leave
~ prisoners if an emergency arises in an-
", other part of the jail because prisoners
* would have access to locks and other
' controls, he said.

. Broome said an additional staff of
7, 298 will be needed for the jail, not
'~ counting more than 100 guards who
> would be switched from other jails.

'« County Budget Officer Debbie
.+ | Schneider says the proposed budget in-
.. cludes 171 new jail positions.
) . Unless more guards are approved,
| Broome said, he will have to shut down
.. temporary jail barracks on Cold
. Springs Road and a $1 million make-
- shift jail in a Fort Worth warehouse

now being built to provide enough offi-

*.y town jail. If that happens, the jail sys-
Jtem also will end up just as
. . overcrowded asit is now, Broomessaid.
' . “Direct supervision jails take more
' - manpower than what we've got,”
Broome said. “We can not operate that
new jail with those cuts unless Green

NN Bayandthebarratksclose R
- Broome said he likes direct supervi-

£ L

J ail \

" cers to run the hew 1,440-bed down- |
oon the county budget, which currently -

sion jails because they are cheaper to
. . construct and close contact between
OO f.guamsandpnsonershelpsconwnwm.
N - lence and avoid costly court suits. 16
WO “My reservauonhasbeentheaddx- distr
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tional staffing and I haven’t been able
to get anyone to listen,” he said.
Broome, who held a top jail post in
Houston before coming to Fort Worth,
said Sheriff's Department officials
were unable to convince a jail planning
committee of the added staff needs.
“Everyone I've talked to, up to and
including the U.S, Justice Department,
says’ there’s a trade-off in more person-

~nel,” said Lt. James Skidmore, an as-

sistant to Broome.

 Jail design experts often stress the
importance of personnel planning be-
cause staff costs are the greatest cost in
runninga jail and a permanent expense.
Skidmore said that after years of over-
crowding, the county ironically could

end up with more jail space than offi- -
cers to handle it. : N

Broome said the direct supervision . .™
design also is particularly subject to =~ °

problems from overcrowding and

makes separating different types of
prisoners even more critical,

However, English said the issue is .~ -

moot at this point because the giant jail
alre‘ady is mostly built.

ommissioner J.D. Johnson also
downplayed Broome’s remarks. He
said officials at a Las Vegas, Nev., jail
he toured before approving the design -
assured him that sheriff’s officials will

l‘iki’:‘t once they get used to it. A e

e jmldlscussnoncamedunng work

calls for a property-tax increase of 3
cents per $100assessed valuation,oran

increase of $30 on a $100,000 house.

Eﬂglshandothetshavevowedto

't%’ﬂthatmml\publw

¢ county budget is set for lﬁaoa.m
: Mandaheanngonapropased
percent increase in county hospital

icttaxesissetfor |1:30thatday. .
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¥ Pass/faxl hostage sntlmtion

InanAug, 14leter, prceJahn,i)hohamV
. tobe Sheriff Don Carpenter's secretary, gaveall
thereasomforhisactmnsdunmthebloodshed

at our county courthouse on Aug, 1.

She called Carpenter a leader. False. Car-
pentet is not a leader. The Star-Telegram says
he is severely lacking in sound planning, good

Jjudgment, competent leadership and ‘coopera-

tive effort. T agree

She further statcd that the Sherans Depart-

| ment hostage negotiators go to the same frain-

ing school as the Police Department’s negotia-
tors. Yet Professor William Head, of the

criminal justice department at Texas Christian

University, said * that Carpenter s actions
“seemed kind of strange Negouators do not
accede to a suspect’s demands. Yet Carpenter
fulfilled every demand that Manuel Cabano
made. Negotiators do not use someone who is

- personally involved with the hostage-taker. Yet
Carpenter said his personal relationship with '

the suspect qualified him to negotiate.
So what did Carpenter learn when he attend-

ed the same training school as the Fort Worth
police? If his grades were comparable to his

performance and leadership as sheriff, he

flunked.
- Marfiys Lawrie
Fort Worth
Blame the man in charge

In respect to the Cabano-Hermosillo tragedy
that occurred last week in Fort Worth, I believe
the situation got out of control as soon as Sheriff
Don Carpenter took control.

Sheriff Carpenter’s antiquated police tactics
were abominable. He apparently muscled away
jurisdiction from the Fort Worth police with
the silly rationalization that he knew Cabano.
Carpenter apparently didn’t know Cabano that
well, especially because he referred to Cabano,
who at the time was holding a .44 in his hand, as
a reasonable man.

Carpenter consistently went against all ac-

ceptable hostage situation tactics by allowing
SWAT members to be pulled from roofs at
Cabano’s request and allowing an untrained
negotiator, who knew Cabano personally, to

talk to him by phone. I can only imagine police |

Chief Thomas Windham’s frustration. All the

hard work and long hours spent by his force in !
police, SWAT and negotiator training — and |

they were asked to take a back seat.
To quote the person who was in control; “It

was bad. It was something I couldn’t see hap- !
pening. I'm proud of the way it worked |
out . .. We done everything we could.” I don’t

believe I'd be too proud.

It’s a shame more people didn’t vote as I did
in the last election. I'm just glad my family’s ;

jurisdiction lies with Mr. Windham and his

more than capable police force. Myheangoes ‘

out to Hermosillo’s children.

—Jeffrey D. Trice
Fort Worth

Considering a changé

Itseemsthatammjusmexsbungdoneto ‘|
the people of Tarrant County. We all, at one
time or another, probablywdlhavemsontoso |
into a county otﬁcebmldmg.lamonewho |

personally will think long and hard about

into any building or area of the county where:. f
ancamtermlshthvembm 4

tyformy

W"Wmmverhmvemuyhowﬂ\e tsof‘ i
Aug. | n};;ﬂ(litu:vebe?ndnﬁ'amhdwﬁm
expertise ning of theForthmi 4

‘the Sheriff’s Depar |

“Mbeenuﬁlwed
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'Prison
plan helps
Tarrant
Proposal lambasted
by Dallas, Harris

BY KAREN HASTINGS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram Austin Bureau

|

!
l

| Jackson said.

AUSTIN — Tarrant County would !

get to send more inmates to state pris-

on, but Harris and Dallas would send

\fewer under a controversial new plan

of available prison space among Texas
counties.

ease the Tarrant County Jail’s crushing

instead of the current 51.
Tarrant County officials have reaso

to be pleased with the proposed alloca-

tion, which will be considered by the

Texas Board of Criminal Justice ata | -

. The plan, which would only slightly !

\that divides each week’s meager supply |

!

| o

backlog of state felons, would allow the l, ]
county to unload 60 felons each week,

- public hearing Jan. 29. But officialsin

Harris (Houston) and Dallas counties
are furious.

“Put me down as bitterly opposed —
and underline bitterly,” said Harris

closed session yesterday.

_ Harris and Dallas counties — each
with their own crowded jails — lose
headway under the proposed plan,

County Sheriff Johnny Klevenhagen,
whosentalaWyertoassailtheboardin ’

which calculates a county’s share of |

LK

rate, rate of violent crime, population
and other factors.

! The state prison system has been
limiting new inmate admissions since
1?87 because of a state law that prohi-
bits the inmate population from going
over 95 percent of prison capacity. Asa
result, felons have been accumulating
in county jails, where local taxpayers
must pick up the tab for their room and
board.

! The weekly allotment of prison space
for Harris County — which has sued
the state over jail crowding — drops
from 182 to 135 under the new alloca-
tion proposal, according to prison offi-
Gals. Dallas County’s official allotment
would drop from 125 to 114, prison
officials said.

* “This is another attempt by the state
to shirk their responsibility to do what
they're supposed to do — which is
house felons,” Klevenhagen said. “The
legislators don’t have the guts to stand
up and raise taxes to do it, so they're

prison space based on its overall crime

| “I’'m at aloss to understand how the

putting it back on the counties.”
Dallas County Judge Lee Jackson
said his county is being penalized de-
spite its attempts to divert offenders
into community-based corrections pro- |
grams.

state can justify punishing Dallas and
Harris and the other large counties
when we obviously bear the brunt of the
drug trafficking and violent crime,”

Tarrant County Sheriff Don Car-
penter and County Judge Roy English
could not be reached for comment.

With seven of the 20 most populous
counties losing space under the new
plan, prison officials aren’t expecting a
friendly crowd at the Jan. 29 public
hearing. Travis (Austin), McLennan
(Waco), Midland, Tom Green (San An-
gelo) and Ector (Odessa) counties also
would lose space under the new alloca-

- tions.
“I’m going to bring my own tar and

' feathers so at least I know what kind of

tar and feathers I'm getting,” prison
classifications officer Carl Jeffries said

at. yesterday’s meeting of the state
Board of Criminal Justice.

probation departments, voted reluc-
tantly yesterday to hold the public hear-

- ing before a final decision on the alloca-
tion plan is made.

|
|

The board, which now governs the |

 edly non-violent offenders are not suit-

e

W,

|

* state prison system as wellasparoleand |

what are supposed to'be minimum- !
security prisons because they often are
better behaved than most other prison
inmates. o
“I got a lot of guys in for auto theft
who would hit you in the head,” said
Institutional Division director Andy
Collins, explaining why some suppos-

J ¥

able for special programs aimed at help-
ing inmates who are about to re-enter
society.

Terrell said he doesn’t want multiple

sex offenders enjoying the programs
and other benefits of the private pre-
release prisons unless they are within
six months of leaving prison. :

“I"d like to keep them on a harder
lif_e:yle as long as we possibly can,” he
sai

The criminal justice board also chose
Amarillo and Fort Bend County assites
for two new psychiatric prisons. A 550-

R =

bed unit for mentally ill offenders will

" be paired with the Jester Units in Fort
" Bend County, while another 450-bed '

unit will be added to the new maxi-
mum-security prison under construc- |
tion in Amarillo.

“Am I looking forward to [the public

hearing]? Quite simply, anyone speak-

ing on that subject is going to say one .-
thing — we want more,” said Charles
Terrell, chairman of the criminal jus- |

tice board.

At yesterday’s meeting, Terrell also |
said he will ask the Legislature to con- -

sider tougher penalties for repeat sex
offenders, and he called for an investi-
gation into the number of such offend-

ers assigned to new minimum-security

private prisons.

“When we let them out, we are in
essence letting a monster back out to |
pick his next victim,” said Terrell, who |
called sex offenders among the “foulest

and vilest” of all.
Prison officials said there may be
proportionately more sex offenders in
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Shenffs reasonable in seeking rehef

A group of Texas shenﬂ's, mcludmg
Tarrant County Sheriff Don Carpenter, is
pursuing the right course in planning to

ask a federal judge to relieve county jail

cm‘wding by increasing the number of’
inmates allowed in state prisons.

The move, which the sheriffs should
take immediately, would permit a more
equitable sharing of the prison-jail inmate
crowding burden, including its attendant
cost. Current crowding poses an immi-
nent risk of jail rioting, which might be
catastrophic for an urban area such as
Fort Worth, Dallas or Houston where
some of the packed jails are located.

The sheriffs’ request will go to federal
Judge William Wayne Justice who, in
ruling in the Ruiz vs. Estelle prison-re-
form lawsuit in 1985, limited the number
of inmates in state prison to 95 percent of
capaclty Such limits were logical because
prison officials could more effectively
classify and incarcerate inmates and thus
reduce the chance of prison unrest.

| Butthe rulingalso has had a profoundly
pegative and costly effect upon some
county jails. Because the prison system
can accept only a limited number of con-
victs from the counties, thousands of in-.
mates across Texas have remained in
county jails. The counties have been
forced to spend millions of dollars paying
fori what rightfully is the state’s responsi-'
bility.

‘Some of the counties have had to build
additional jail facilities. Tarrant County
has added hundreds of additional beds,
and its cost of housing state felons now

___—-amounts to more than $17 million.

The sheriffs’ request is reasonable and
need not wreck the prison reforms im-
posed by Judge Justice. Nor would it free

state officials from their responsibility to

accelerate construction of more prlsons,
step now in progress.

Some of the county jails are well above
capacity. This crowding creates the po-
tential for inmate unrest and rioting, exa-
cerbates turnover of jail employees and

‘contributes to possible inmate sickness

and even death. In Houston, federal
health officials have said that county jail
crowding may have contributed to a bac-

terial outbreak that killed two prisoners

and infected several others. In some coun-
ties, sheriffs have asked police depart-

ments to stop arresting people on minor |

offenses.

Lack of capacity in state prisons is caus-
ing the county jails’ crowding problems,
so it is only fair for them to share some of
the burden. J udge Justice should at least

- permit the prisons to function at 100 per-

cent of capacity — or even slightly above
it for the short term — which would allow
the county jails to send almost 2,000 more
felons there immediately. :
Justice could make it clear that the

arrangement would be only temporary, -
until more state prisons are built. He |

could impose the deadlines and enforce
them to keep pressure on the state to
finish its prison-building.

The effect would be a more equitable
sharing of the burden by the state prisons
and the county jails. That is all that the
sheriffs are seeking, and in the interest of

publicsafety, theyareentitledtohaveit.
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/Slalﬁmed shut

Temporary city jail empty as county takes prisoners
more prisoners to be moved 0 e
warehouse ail within about two weeks,
filling it to its 384-bed capacity.

BY BETSY C. M. TONG
Fort Worth Star-Telegram ;

FORT WORTH — Tarrant County
officials this morning moved the last of
the prisoners from the temporary
lockup on the fourth floor of the Fort
Worth Police Department. :

The holding facility had been open
for about a year after Fort Worth police

,ﬁrstusedit‘tohomcanovernmof

prisoners from a decoy drug house op-
eration last fall.
Yesterday afternoon, 22 inmates still

dozed behind the chain-link fence of

the makeshift police lockup that once
held as many as 180 prisoners who were
put there because of overcrowding at
Tarrant County Jail this past year.

About 13 women were housed in a
temporary cell on the third floor.

County Jail Administrator Bill
would be moved into beds at either a
384, or to a minimum-security facility,
which holds 1,000.

Fort Worth Siar-Tekgram/ MARK GAIL. 210w |
OﬁicerP.A.Craigchecksonprisominthedewmal/]m’ ibarls |

yesterday that 10 additional jail gu
have been hired, which should

and should be ready for work after
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* tresses,” said County Judge Roy Eng-
. lish. “We must have an aware adminis-

. ! it
Jail operation target
of commissioners’ ire

I H
BY BOB MAHLBURG
Fort Worth Star-Telegram g
FORT WORTH — Tarrant County
commissioners issued a stern message
to Sheriff Don Carpenter y&tgr,dﬁy,
saying they have approved money for
expanded county jails but the sheriff
hasn’t done his job to house additional
prisoners. i
The heated remarks follow a formal
written warning from Fort Worth cxty
officials yesterday that the ucnilty. ‘;vxhll
again press a pending lawsuit unless the
accepts prisoners from a make-

county ;
- shiftjailinthe city Police Department.

County officials recently opened a
giant converted warehouse as a tempd-
rary jail for up to 384 prisoners, but it
hasremained only 75 percent full. Sher-
iffs officials have blamed delays-on
problems in hiring sufficient guards

- and getting key supplies such as bedd-
~ ing and clothing. ;

“The problem is not getting mat-

trator.” =
As of 5 p.m. yesterday, 175 prisoners

 were housed in city jails. County jails

housed 2,983 prisoners, 382 more tlpn
the capacity of 2,601. p

In a Nov. 1 letter to English and
Carpenter, City Attorney Wade A
warned that city officials expect
county to accept city prisoners in
near future.

“The letter states that we intend to
pursue litigation if it’s not taken are
of,” Adkins said yesterday. * sa
state statute that requires notice be giv-
en to commissioners court and they be
given a chance to respond before -
ing litigation and that’s one of
the letter.” X

City Council members discussed the
issue ina closed-door meeting last

and many were upset by the counP"S,

delays, Adkins said. ,

- “We thought when that warchouse

opened up it would enable us to get rid
(More on COUNTY on next page)|

. FW STAR-TELEGRAM
f TUESDAY P.M.
7 NOVEMBER 1989 -

|
|
|
\

|
| Commissioner Bob Hampton asked:
““‘Are we going to have that for a year or
more? The situation is getting ridicu-
ous.” '
,’ Purchasing Director Sharan Gunn
‘E:ﬁed suggestions that supplies have
n slow in arriving, and she produced
a checklist indicating that most sup-
plies arrived within two weeks of re-
uests and many were delivered by
id-September.
A recent change in state law has al-
owed items to be ordered quickly with-
der the law, items worth $10,000 or less
can be bought without bidding — the
previous limit was $5,000. Gunn
blamed a lack of planning and commu-
nication within the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.
But English stressed that commis-

sioners want to help the sheriff solve the C
commissioners’ comments were unfair

problem, “not just throw stones.”

“I think we’ve demonstrated we’ll
bite the bullet, we’ll raise taxes, we’ll do
whatever is necessary,” English said.

But he said he wants all prisoners out of :

city jails in 30 days or less. Bagsby and
Johnson volunteered their precinct
staffs to pick up supplies or do other
tasks.

“There should be zero prisoners in

city jails,” English said in an interview.
nis- It is, in my opinion, now up to the

sheriff to administer his department,
utilize our facility, hire the people he
needs to hire and give the cities a specif-
ic date on which they will no longer
have to house prisoners.” '
Broome said yesterday that two of
the four 48-prisoner barracks on Cold
Springs Road remain closed for remod-
eling and 96 of the 384 beds at the
warehouse are unfilled. If both were

fully used, 192 more beds would be

available, which could house all 175

out competitive bidding, she said. Un. = PrSOReTs In city jails.

Broome said officials may have been
overcautious in staffing the warehouse,
but he does not want to risk an uprising
at the facility. '

“Ican’t do it in the absence of super-
visors to supervise the inmates,” he
said. A i

Broome said in an interview that the

and commissioners really don’t under-
stand the problems. Guards are leaving
almost as quickly as they are hired, he
said, .

As of late last month, sheriff’s offi-
cials had filled 88 percent of the author-
ized jobs at the downtown jails, 91.4
percent at the Cold Springs facility and
87.5 perent at the warehouse, said Craig
Maxwell, an assistant to County Audi-
tor Jim Causey. ;




THAT 1S
SHER\FF
CARYENTER.

Carpenter should do his job or get out
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If Sheriff Don Carpenter is not going to
do the job he was elected to do, and for
which he is paid handsomely, then he
should step aside and let someone more
qualified — who should not be hard to
find — take over.

Operation of the county jail is Car-
penter’s responsibility, and the frustra-
tion that county commissioners are suf-
fering over the sheriff’s ineptness in
carrying out that responsibility is under-
standable.

«Commissioners have done everything
that they can reasonably be expected todo
to:address the crisis caused by the over-
crowded county jail. The county hasspent
about $55 million in recent years to re-
lieve the problem. Some of that money
went for the purchase and renovation of a
warehouse to be used as a temporary jail
for almost 400 prisoners.

=The warehouse/jail should havebeenin
full operation weeks ago, yet it is only
about 75 percent full. Meanwhile, prison-
ers who should be in county jail remain in
the. custody of the Fort Worth police in
viglation of a long-standing agreement
between the city and county.

‘City officials have grown impatient
with the county’s foot-dragging on this
matter and have threatened to press for
action on a pending lawsuit against the

county if it continues to refuse prisoners
from a makeshift jail within the city Po-
lice Department.

The county’s response to the threat has [ "

been a veritable explosion of finger-point-
ing, which is not solving the problem.
Carpenter claims that he has been un-

able to hire a sufficient number of guards |
for the warehouse/jail, a claim that is |

subject to considerable skepticism. Jail
Administrator Bill Broome said that de-

lay in shipments of essential equipment |

such as mattresses, prisoner coveralls and
blankets has prevented full use of the new
facility. Purchasing Director Sharan

Gunn denied that shipments have been |

delayed and produced records to support
her position.
Commissioners, meanwhile, are fed

up, as they — and the residents they | =
represent — should be. We agree with |

County Judge Roy English. Carpenter is
not doing his job, and it is hurting both the
county and the city.

Ifthe sheriffis incapable of administer- ‘

ing his department, hiring the people he
needs and utilizing the warehouse/jail, he
should turn the job over to someone who

can handle it and remove himself from |

public life.

He is an impediment that Tarrant

County can no longer afford.
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| BYSTEFANI GAMMAGE

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Workers unbolt-

lts yesterday, cut wire and rolled
in-link fencing that had been

 used as a makeshift jail for Fort Worth
| &rsaners because- of overcrowding at
‘ T

arrant County Jail.

| “We're very pleased we've been able
- to demolish the Fort Worth Jail,” Fort
- Worth Police Chief Thomas Windham

W.G.Mnsteiro,left,andJonaﬂmnShewhelpmtorethefomhﬂooréfthe PoﬁeeDepnmmﬁitsoﬁginalammnu

Fort Worth Star-Telegram / F

dismantles makeshift jail

 intend o get backinto the jail business,

said he doesn’t think he was being
presumptuous in shutting down the
temporary facility on the fourth floor of

- the Fort Worth Police Department.
- The jail had operated for about a year

and housed an average of 68 prisonersa

 day, he said.

“I have great confidence in the man-
agement and leadership in Tarrant

- County,” Windham said.

On Monday, city officials threatened
to press a pending lawsuit against the

~ county unless the county began taking

city prisoners. The city contends the
county is obligated under contract to
ty commissioners urged Sheriff Don
Carpenter to take action, B

Tarrant County Jail Administrator
Bill e said Carpenter issued an
order Tuesday to accept all incoming
prisoners.

As 0f 2:30 p.m. yesterday, the county

Jails housed 3,328 prisoners, 726 more

than the capacity of 2,602 beds.

“That’s the highest it’s ever been, to

my knowledge,” Broome said.

Carpenter was out of town and could
not be reached for comment. ‘

Windham said he received authority
yesterday morning from the city mana-
ger’s office to dismantle the temporary
jail. The last inmates housed there were
taken out Tuesday night, he said. ,

The last prisoners from Fort Worth
being housed in other municipalities’
jails were removed between Thursday
afternoon and yeste morning, said
FmWonhDepMyPomqpiefCoy ,
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County opens beds |
to city Jall Inn

BY MARY DOCLAR

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

In the wake of criticism from C ounty' house.

Judge Roy English and some county
commissioners, sheriff’s department

weekbeen75-percentﬁm The
county also opened 96 beds at its mini-

officials have opened 192 beds quicker  mum-security barracks on Cold Spring

' Road, Carpenter said.
than planned, leaving fewer than 40 ‘' Tarrant County officials transferred

162 prisoners from Arlington’s jail to
‘their lockups Wednesday, lwvmg only

mmatmncxtyjaﬂsacrossthecoumy

The relief came after the county
hired 15 guards this week and received
a shipment of jail supplies — condi-
tions that jail administrator Bill
Broome has blamed for the delay in
accepting city inmates,

Seven of those guards were moved
into duty immediately beforebemg
trained, Broome said.

English and Commissioner Bob
Hampton said they were surprised that
guards were being used before they
were trained, but sheriffs officials said
- that was standard procedure.

“The state allows you to hire some-
one without being licensed,” said sher- -
iff’s department Capt. Jim Minter, who
is in charge of training. “It would be
unusual for a jailer to start work getting

a license first. I really think it’s better

for them to have time in the jail.”
English didn’t share that view.
“That warehouse was started six

months ago,” English said. “It was at -

that point we authorized the positions
so they would be trained. I refuse to
acoeptthatwecanbuﬂda;aﬂﬁag
than we can train guards or get sup-
p].lCS”

Enghshandcountyeo

mmissioners
hadsaldMondaythatShenffDonC.-. !
_ penter and Broome had been ’

:helr feet about the overcrowding W
em.

“Roy English blew his mouth o!fh
(oommwsnoner’s)counsaymgthesher-
iffwasn’t doing hisjob,” Carpentersaid
yesterday. “We are doing our jobs.
Right now, we have everything filled
up. Wercmfull operation.”

On Tuesday, sheriff’s officials said
more space would be available within
two weeks. Assistant Chief Deputy

- George Campbell said then that the

new guards would be ready to work
aﬂcrabouttwoweeksoftrmnmg.

g qthods in searching prisoners. They

"gfammtomcersmdamsandﬁdu-

~ before they were hired.

? i
- ...MJ. lxo;Q e a...d-\.w

“Let’qumm said
Lt. Warren Morey, Arlington’s jail ad-
ministrator. “When we first moved in
here, we had more people than we have

| now.”

I As of 6 p.m. yesterday, 34 prisoners
~were housed in city jails across the
county, down from 175 at 5 p.m. Mon-

- day. County jails housed 3,121 prison-
‘ers yesterday, 520 more than the capac-
ity of 2,601.
| However, Carpenter said that to
boost the county’s bunk space he had to
/use the new guards before they had
‘received training.
Before receiving a state license,

* jailers are required to take 40 hours of

_ classroom training, including courses
lin secunty procedures, civil rights and

4 must pass an exam given by the
,Mntyandastatcexamadmmistered
. by the Texas Commission on Law En-

mn, Broome said.

- Minter said the new jailers were re-
/ mired to pass specific requirements,
' such as background checks, physical
* exams, drug tests and polygraph tests,

. Hampton said he didn’t know that
~ hiring jailers with no previous experi-
. ence was standard procedure.
. “We had authorized the positions in
| the past,” he said. “I understand the

~ difficulty in filling jailer positions. It’s

~ judgmental to say when (the training)

lﬁ an official with the Texas com-
Mn said most jailers are pressed
. into service immediately because of the
urgent need.

“Jailers have one year from the date

| dMoyment to complete their train-

jand take their test,” he said. “I'd say
most of them go to work prior

Thejailers will be assigned to a senior

| employee who will monitor their prog-
| ress. They will not work in the jail

| unattended, Broome said. The other

‘ eightjailers who have been hired had to
' give notice to their current employers
- and will begin working within the next
- two weeks, he said.

* Whatever the reasons for the sudden
- dearth of inmates, Morey said he
, doesn’t mind having fewer prisoners in
| Arlington.
- “P've left instructions for the jailers
to use the time wxsely,” he said, “be-
cause | don’t know how much ionger
we'll be’ able ﬁﬁwﬂ&b Mn.”

' should have happened.”

¢
g,
3

L

o B . 0 B e oA, T A NS0 s ot 5 S ol b




' Jail project could be delayed
 Electronics being redesigned, contractor says |

BY BOs MartsuRG |
Sl “Even if we have to litigate (go to court) over it, it ‘

FORT WORTH — Constructionof : 8
" the new Tarrant County Jail in down- i very difficult for us to second-guess our project

town Fort Worth could be delayed 5% manager. We may have to litigate but I assure you
months because of a redesign of its o
clectronic control center, the building's  that would be a last resort.
general contractor warned yesterday. :
l?owever, thc. county’s pt:ivate — Roy English
project manager disputed that estimate

and insisted that the change would

_mean no more than a 60-day delay, if
that long.

Almost any delay is ominous news
for county officials, who have taken
over a former school building, struggled
to build and remodel wooden barracks
and converted an industrial warehouse
to jail space to keep pace with an over-
flow of prisoners.

The new 384-bed jail tower, which
may precede construction of a second
of equal size, is supposed to accommo-
date the most dangerous prisoners.

Sheriff’s Department officials asked
for a redesign of the control center be-
cause they said a full-size model of the
room showed controls were hard to
reach and required too many people to
operate. The county’s project mana-
gers, Gilbane Building Co., agreed.

The control room — a nerve center
of electronic boards, panels and but-
tons — is designed to control every-
thing from the jail's doors to lights,
elevators, communication systems,
firefighting equipment and air condi-
tioning.
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’fiberal attacks on sheriff

" by the

predecessor and has

conces-
“banana wagon

Carpenter purchased a snack wagon
sion (derisively called a

Gilbane project manager Ed Ritt-
mayer told county commissioners the
redesign could be handled quickly with
little extra cost or delay, but the con-
tractor has strongly disagreed.

“That system cannot be fabricated in
60 days, much less be installed,” said
Hunter Fisher, construction manager
for Robert E. McKee Inc., the Dallas
contractor building the jail.

McKee also has sought an increase of
more than $1.7 million in building
costs. But on Gilbane’s recommenda-
tion, commissioners yesterday ap-
proved an increase of only $379,000.

County Judge Roy English asked
County Administrator G.K. Maenius
and the commissioners’ legal advisor,
Ray Rike, to meet with the project man-
ager, contractor and architect to see if a
solution can be found, or at least to
simplify the issues for commissioners.

“Even if we have to litigate (go to
court)overit, itis verydifficult forusto
second-guess our project manager,”

to
from

forced to

Lon Evans

ran this thing for years. You never complained.

Why?

to make im-
adding to its

ou attack him with an incredi-.
viciousness. When Gib Lewis,
et al, allow our state to re

sheriff has a problem accepting
20 times as many prisoners

enthusiastic

provements in his department,
Our sheriff is in a no-win situation,:

used the profits from the same
efficiency at no cost to taxpayers.

Star-Telegram ) from his
Whe_n our

city prisoners, y

Hugh Parmer,

take perhaps

him, you maintain a

bly

attacked

perfect jail. He

hold thousands of state prisoners and

for not running a textbook-
needs our help,

County Judge ‘

but I assure you that would be a last
resort.”

English said. “We may have to litigate |

!
|

The price increase boosts the jail's |

price tag to nearly $42.4 million.

“It is the biggest (increase) we’ve ‘

had,” said Rittmayer in an interview.
However, construction costs remain
almost $2 million under budget.

|

Even without added delay, it will

take several months after the scheduled
April 15 “substantial completion” date

to get all the necessary inspections, per- :

mits and other approval needed to op-
erate the jail, Rittmayer said.

“We’re looking at July or August be-
fore any prisoners get in there,” Ritt-
mayer said.

proved an emergency purchase of bunk

beds and other equipment to add an-
other 96 spaces to the 384-prisoner ca-
pacity at the former Green Bay Packag-
ing Co. warehouse that’s been pressed
into service as a jail.
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Carpenter is a Republican, a
hackles of every

the Star-Telegram has
op-ed pages, along
100 percent with

and opens the season
wing bigots, who

not to shine a light
liberal ideology. Sad, sad
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Ineptitude

Only ineptitude at the top can explam
the falsification of safety checks of in-

'mates in the Tarrant County Jail.

.Revelationsthat Tarrant County Jallers
filed false reports on required monitoring
of jail inmates are but another disgusting

'demonstratlon that Sheriff Don Car-

penter is hopelessly in over his head in
managingthe department. Carpenter’s ef-
fort to shuffle the blame onto madequate
jail staffing and overcrowding is inexcus-
able.

Maklng regular jail-cell checks is state
law and is county policy to ensure inmate
safety. Falsnfymg the reports amounts to
tampering with government documents
and is a misdemeanor.

Yet, it is blatantly obvious that the law
and policy had little meaning within the
Sheriff’s Department; more than 130
sheriff’s officers admitted to violations,
and some said that faking reports had
been routine for years.

When questioned, Carpenter said that
he was puzzled by the charges. He de-
'pends upon the jail administrator to keep

him informed, he said, and did not think

‘the administrator knew about it.

That hardly has the sound of a sheriff
fully in control of his department.

The county is responsible for those it
incarcerates. Should they be mistreated,

t‘{‘\llhhl T
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‘Sheriff should resign after falsifications

mjured or killed while in jail — and bear
in mind that many in confinement are
only accused and are presumed innocent
until proven guilty — the county would
be liable for damages. Court awards in

such cases could be enormous.

Under crowded conditions that have
existed in the jail for many months, spe-
cial efforts are required to monitor and
prevent potential unrest and violence
among prisoners.

Were that the only blunder by the sher-

iff, it would be bad enough. But Car-
penter’s tenure has been punctuated with
examples of inadequate leadership. His
actions in a courthouse hostage situation
last summer were deplorable, and he has
not carried his share of the burden in
resolving other jail problems. Instead, he
has at times been a stumbling block to
Commissioners Court and others who
have attempted to find solutions.

About one in five county tax dollars
goes to the Sheriff’s Department. With

crime raging, and with the related require- -

ment that the jail be operated as efficient-
ly and expertly as possible, it is essential
that the department be in competent,
qualified hands. During his nearly five
years in office, Carpenter has shown that
he does not possess them. He should step
aside in favor of someone who does.

|
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Tarrant
short of
jailers

Most applicants fail
lie test, sheriff says =
BY R. ROBIN MCDONALD

Fort Worth Star-Telegram
- Tarrant County Sheriff Don Car-
| penter said yesterday that the new jail
| warehouse annex is only half full be-
cause he can’t hire enough qualified
. jailers to staff it adequately. g
Nine of every 10 applicants for coun-
ty jailer jobs are being disqualified be-
cause they flunk a required polygraph
examination, Carpenter told Tarrant

County commissioners during a work

session.
| As a result, Carpenter said, he has
~ been unable to hire 18 jailers needed to
staff the county’s jails. The new medi-
um-security annex that was formerly a
Green Bay Packaging Co. warehouse is
only half-full because he can’t transfer
prisoners there without enough guards,
he said.

*“We do not have enough guaxds to
handle the facilities we have open,”
Carpenter said. “If we moved over. to
our new jail today, we’d have to close

guards.

“The people who are lookmg for a
job are not the kind of people who can
be classified to do the job. When they

take the polygraph, they flunk the poly
graph. They can’t even read.”
Carpenter said that if he were able to
hire qualified jailers — positions tﬁat
the commissioners already have au-
thorized — he could completely staff

~ the county’s jails and transfer all pris-

- oners from the makeshift jail on the
gort Worth Police Department’s founh

oor.
SIE Ihadtheguards,l’d have enough

. space now to take them off Fort
' Worth’s hands. Wegot bed space,” Car-

penter said.
But, he added, “wemnnotpasstlme
people who cannot pass polygraphs.
We've got those kind of people up in the

= Jall We can’t have these kind of peop

guardmg those kmd of people.”

dOWﬂpanofthcoldJaxltohaveenmgh 1
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for falsifications

- BY MICHAEL PHILLIPS

Fm\thSaerwun

FOR'FWORTH Tarrant County .

Sheriff Don Carpenter says a staff

shortage and inmate overpopulation in -

the county jail contributed to jailers’
filing false reports about state-required
monitoring of jail population

More than l300ﬂimforihe8her- x

iff's Department admitted violations

during an internal investigation com-

pleted in June, Carpenter said.

Jailers said faking the reports had

beenarounneforyears,eventhough

state law requires officers to check on
inmates once an hour or more in high-

risk areas.

“Tarrant County policy requires
checks twice an hour from 11 pm.to 7 !

a.m.and once an hourat othertimes.

“We've been short of jailers,” Car-
penter said. “When I first heard about

this, it puzzled me. The jail administra-

tor(BlllBroome)xstheoncwhotcllsme

what’s going on and I don’t think he

knew about this.”

- - Carpenter said that in recent months
* the jail staff has increased by about 10

| percent. He said that has made it easier |

for jailers to conduct the “tank checks”

but said jail overpopulation continues |

to make compliance difficult.

Although the internal investigation

concluded that jailers tampered with
government documents — a Class B
misdemeanor — Carpenter said that
charges will not be filed and that the
pl‘ogylemwillbehandledadminisua-
tively.

The violations came to light in

March when a jailer reported that some

of her colleagues on the midnight shift

failed to make the twice-an-hour
checks, Carpenter said. The checks are
made to ensure inmate safety.

The same jailer also reported that
nightly reports were falsified, some-

times at the request of supervisors, to

More than 130 jailers and other offi-

cers confirmed the story and admitted

to breaking the law during the three-

month internal investigation, the most

_exlemiveattheSlmiﬁ’sDepanmm

in years. .
The report did not specify how long

the violations had been occurring but
Carpenter said yesterday that jailers are
now following all guidelines.

Carpenter said that jailers were fre-
quently too busy trying to break up
fights or caring for ill inmates to con-
duct the routine checks.

“We've been short of jailers,” he

said. “When I first heard about this, it
puzzled me. The jail administrator (Bill
Broome) is the one who tells me what’s

going on and I don’t think he knew

about this.”
(More on JAIL on Page 13)

 them down. If we reach 3,200, we'll be |

ively.

- Jail inmate

"-staﬂ'ed, crowded jazl bIamed ‘

l

!

—

Bmomewasnmavaihuaform '
ment last night. 4
onershinemdo,thmsnoplnccwm :

mﬂwmaﬁﬁmmmafaw‘
months ago,” Carpenter said. !

As of late October, sheriff’s officials |
had filled 88 percent of the authorized |
Jjobs at the downtown jail, 91.4 percent
at the Cold Springs minimal security
facility and 87.5 percent at a warehouse
converted into a temporary jail to |
house an overflow of prisoners. .

Last month, county commissioners |
heard complaints from an Austin labor |

McMichael cited figures showmg
that 107 of 180 jail officers hired over a
10-month period left voluntarily.

Carpenter has countered that the ‘
problem is budgetary — hiring enough
mnhﬁedjuletsatahxghenoqhnluy

The Tarrant
Wsoﬁeehammndedthnno
criminal prosecutions be made and
Catpcmaconﬁrmedhnmahtthatthe
matter was being handled administra-

Improper monitoring of the jail pop-
ulation was the basis of a class action

hmmﬁledbyformuTmComx
Billy Joe Markham, who
said he was raped and beaten by other
inmates while in custody Feb. 27, 1987.

State District Judge Michael Schatt-
man ruled in April that Carpenter must
keep jails safe and in compliance with
jail standards. Schattman ordered Car- |
penter to acquire property for more jail
space. An appenh court reversed the

R et R e
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SHERIFF CARPENTER

\$ ILL-SERVED BY

THEM PEPUTIES
OF H\S.

YEAH. WHYAIN'T
THEY TOLD RIM
THAT A RIGH NOON
SHOWPOWN |S
HELD IN THE

PAYTIME ?
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' upon the overturned van. He said the !
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Van carrying 16 inmates

BY NANCY VISSER
AND KATHY SANDERS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
A van carrying 16 Tarrant County
female inmates to the Texas Depart-
ment of Corrections flipped on an ice-
covered bridge in Hill County this
morning. Five people were taken to
hospitals but no serious injuries were

{] reported.

The accident occurred shortly after 9

 a.m. about a mile south of the line

between Johnson and Hill counties in

got a sprinkling of precipitation this

morning after a week of sporadic wet

. weather advisories.

Light drizzle moistened the

- windshields of pre-dawn commuters
- today as police geared up for a poten-
 tially tangled rush hour.

overturns on icy bridge

 He said the only reported traffic
problem by about 6:45 a.m. was on I-
35W near Burleson.

. Skip Ely, meteorologist in charge of
‘he Fort Worth office of the National

Weather Service, said he expected Tar-

rant County to escape the worst of this

wave of bad weather.

But most of the problems were re-
i ' The forecast for tonight calls for part-

- ported to the south in Johnson and
* Hood counties, where officials in some - lycloudy and cold weather with lows in
'+ school districts delayed classes because - thelower 20s. Tomorrow is expected to

the southbound lanes of Interstate

| 35W, said Grandview Police Chief Joe
McCready, the first officer on the scene.
“It was real slick there this morning,”

| he said. “We’ve had a lot of wrecks |

reported.” :

Inmates trapped inside the van were

still handcuffed and shackled to bars
inside the van, slowing the process of

~ getting them out.

Rescue workers had to remove three
others who suffered injuries.

“] saw the van on the side and they
were trying to get people out. Tpey_ tolg
me some were trapped inside,

' McCready said.

Qick and icv roads gave many driv-

ers problems this morning, primarily in
 the areas south of Tarrant County.

McCready said I-35W had been
sanded south of Fort Worth to the Hill

- County line, where the sanding

stopped.
“This bridge is just outside Johnson

~ County and it hadn’t been sanded,” he-:
- said. “They came by and sanded it after
‘the accident. I guess they had a lot of

.~ calls of it being slick.”

o |
vii

McCready said he had been checking
the highway conditions when he came

~ driver apparently hit ice on the bridge |
- and lost control. The van, which had

been heading to Huntsville, landed on

| its side. -

McCready said five people were tak-

~ en to Hill Regional Hospital in Hills-

boro, but a hospital spokeswoman said
personnel there had seen 10 people.
None of the injuries appeared life-
threatening and no further information

- was available on them, the spokeswom-

an said.

of icy roads.

| “‘Some of the roads are freezing over .
- and some of the overpasses. The sand-

ing trucks are out,” said Patrol Officer

" Tom Moore of the Cleburne Police De-

* partment this morning.

By 7 a.m., however, the drizzle had

- caused few problems, although city and
. state highway crews were prepared to
*send sand trucks to any ice-coated
- roads and bridges.

“We’ve got sanding trucks rolling,”

" said Don Williams, a dispatcher with

the Texas Department of Highways and

' Public Transportation.

- - -

- be partly cloudy and a little warm
- with highs in the lower 40s. i

Correspondent Wesley Ellis contrib-

| uted to this report. -

Sl : s Special 1o the Star-Telegram / Wesley Ellis
Handcuffed and shackled inmates were trapped inside this van when it overturned on Interstate 35W
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Arrested man

_says he is son
- of sheriff

#

BY BETSY C. M. TONG
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

:'; A man who identified himself as the

' son of Tarrant County Sheriff Don Car-
penter has been charged with prostitu-

' »nonofanotheraﬁerhlsarmdunnga

recent decoy prostitution operation on
East Lancaster Avenue. |
The man, identified by police as Lar-
ry Dale Carpenter, 37, was arrested
Dec 29 and released on personal recog-
nizance pcndmg a bond hearing Thurs-
day morning. Formal chamwercﬁled
yesterday with the district attorney’s
office.

ThechargelsaClassB misdemeanor
punishable on conviction by a maxi-
mum penalty of six months in jail or a
$1,000 fine or both.

Larry Dale Carpenter could not be
reached for comment and Sheriff Car-
penter said today he did not know
about any arrest involving his son.

“Heishisown man,” the sheriffsaid.

The sheriffalsosaid the arrested man
may have falsely identified himself as
his son.

“You know, one time I arrested a
man who said he was Don Carpenter,”
the sheriff said.

The birth date and home telephone
number given by the arrested man are
the same as those of the son, the sheriff
acknowledged.

~ Larry Dale Carpenter was arrested
after he approached a plainclothes po-
lice officer working a routine prostitu-

~ tion decoy operation and requested a
. sexual act for $20, according to a police
'report.'lhcoﬂ'werwasw&nngabody
wire that was monitored by police
watching from unmarked city cars
nearbytleO(X)blockofEastunmster
Avenue.
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! TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS :
AND ALL THROUGH THE JAIL— A

} NOT A CREATURE WAS STIRRING, EXCEPT/
THOSE ‘WAITING B I s

/'
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Bonds were dropping as fast as could be; As I drew in my head and was turning around

The documented passport to set someone free. I noticed one little fellow who looked like a clown.

The inmates were restless but snug in their beds, He was dressed all in fur from his head to his foot, }
While visions of PROBATION danced in their heads. And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot. |
Since the SHERIFF and his possee had the jail under cap—- The stub of a joint he held tight in his teeth :
We all settled down to draw the next party map. And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath. I
When out in the SALLY-PORT there arose such a clatter He was chubby and plump, and not a bit skinny.

1 sprang from my computer to see what was the matter. And I laughed ‘cause I knew he had had one too many. f
Away from the terminal I flew like a flash- He had a small ruby stud in the lobe of his ear; f
Scattering CAPIAS PRO FINUMS right in with the trash. And he reeked with the smell of cheap wine or beer. !
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear His eyes were all squinted, blood-shot and blurry, ‘
But a van load of subjects full of holiday cheer. And he looked as if he had dressed in a hurry. ‘

His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow-- '
“Where am I?” he yelled, as if he didn’t know.

From the look in his eye, and a twist of his head %
Soon gave me to know he wished for a bed. L

I spoke not a word, but went straight to my work;
Filled out the registration, then turned with a jerk.
More rapid than eagles, in shackles they came, : :
As the officers whistled and called them by name: But, I heard him exclaim as he was hustled down the hall:
' “M-E-R-R-Y C-H-R-I-S-T-M-A-S to YA,’ to YA’ one and all.”

“Now, you WINOS! ADDICTS, and WARRANT EVADERS, [

‘ | You FAGGOTS, VIXENS, and FEMALE IMPERSONATORS.” {

~ 7 , “Dash away! Dash away! Dash away, all !
Ml L/ | Spread eagle those legs, put your hands on the walll” ‘*w |
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