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BY KATHY SANDERS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Tarrant County Sheriff Don Car-
penter this week dismissed an unpaid
reserve deputy and took preliminary
steps to fire a civilian dispatcher and a
jailer linked to active membership in
‘the Ku Klux Klan. -

A terse statement released yesterday
by the Sheriff's Department said the

e e o 4

. dismissals resulted from an Internal

el o g o o

Affairs Division investigation that
‘identified the three employees as Klan

- members and were based “‘on the coun-

ties are unpaid, they are licensed peace
officers who volunteer 16 hours a
month.

Moore is a licensed correctional offi-
cer, authorized to carry a firearm while
on duty. White, the dispatcher, is a
civilian employee of the department.

“The investigation began sometime
in late January. It resulted from a tip
froma confidential informant,” Minter
said. “The investigation is closed ...
We have no information that any other
employees are involved with any other
orgammtlon that conspires to violate

Klan

From Page |
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on recommendations from his senior

assistants and internal investigation '

findings. He said a representative of the

Tarrant County District Attorney’s
Office, whom he would not name, as-
sured him he could fire the three.

“Under the civil service rules, you

can be fired if you discriminate,” he
sg‘id._“l will not stand for discrimina-
tion in my department. I won’t tolerate
it.”

Carpenter said he had a casual ac-

[quaintanoe with two of the three em-

loyees: “‘I didn’t know them well, but I
ew who they were. I never saw any-

tging about them or the way they acted
that would indicate they belonged to
the Klan.” ‘

il el > L B

ty palicy of non-discrimination as set
out in the Civil Service Rules and Regu-
lations.”

Carpenter said the evidence he saw
dictated the firings of the three employ-
ees, but said he was surprised to learn
that they are Klan members. '

“Wouldn’t you be if you were in my
shoes?” he asked.

Tim Hall, 24, a reserve deputy since *
May 1988, was fired. He acknowledged
to a reporter and sheriff’s investigators
that he uses the name J.D. Calhoun as
Kleagle of the Invisible Empire of the

the civil rights of any group of people.”

He said if the department learns or
receives any tips that additional em-
ployees are Klan members, a similar
investjgation will be conducted.

In a telephone interview yesterday,
Hall said he was surprised the dismiss-
als were made public because he and
investigators had agreed not to notify
the media.

He alsosaid that if Carpenter had not
been the subject of intense criticism in
recent months, particularly over court-
house security, the punishment might

Hall said he felt persécuted because |
of his personal beliefs, which he main-
tains never interfered with nor crossed
over into his job as a reserve deputy.

“*I can’t emphasize enough that there

!
1
|

was never any question of official |

misconduct or civil rights violation. . . .
This was not a criminal investigation,”
Hall said. ““I can’t see where their crite-
ria is for the discharge. I've practiced
my personal beliefs in secret” because

hysteria.

Hall also charged that the Sheriff’s
Department has in its ranks other Klan
members or individuals espousing the
Klan’s beliefs.

“I will tell you this. For every one

‘they take out, there’ll be two more to
take their place and you canrtake that to

the bank,” he said.
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Knights of the Ku Klux Klan for the
Realm of Texas, based in Tarrant
County. As such, he is in charge of
recruiting for the state.

Dispatcher David White, 26, and
jailer Charlene K. “Kay” Moore, 48,
were served notices of termination, the
first step in the long procedure used
under civil service law to fire employ-
ees. Both had been with the Sheriff’s
Department since July 1987. :

Capt. Jim Minter, head of the depart-
ment’s Internal Affairs Division, said
that while Hall and other reserve depu-

not have been so severe.

“They said because of the posmblc \
political ramifications the sheriff:
would face, they would have to dis-
charge all of us,” Hall said. “He [Cal'~
penter] didn’t want to take any dm)o—

o

Mmter disputed that oontentlon.v 4
“My officers are mvmt1gatoxs 2 26
We don’t make promises and - M ’
couldn’t live up to them if we
them,” Minter said.
Carpenter said he based his declsp)u
(More on KLAN on Page 13) * o ‘
b

A

-v J
.8
o
i

The internal affairs investigation,

Hall said, began shortly before a Feb. 3

demonstration and recruitment drive
held by his group in Malone, a Hill
County town besieged by media cover-
age since a black burglary suspect died
after being chased and held down by
white townspeople in a plowed field.
Hall and Texas’ Invisible Empire
Grand Dragon Bill Walton said inter-

. nal affairs must have been tipped off by

a Klan member, because at the rally,
Hall’s face was covered and no one

of what he called the public’s anti-Klan Gt Rlan memees esenl could

have known his identity.

“I was on detail in Malone,” he said.
I was approached by an internal af-
fairs officer from Fort Worth. He said
he was looking for me, shook my hand
and took the [Klan] literature” Hall was
handing out.

He identified the officer as Lt.
George Wilson.

*‘He had to have been looking for me.
He said, ‘How ya doing, Tim?’ I made

10 FEBRUARY 1990
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‘more specific than his, saying White

" able for comment last night.

"~ had belonged to the Klan, but said it
_ '~ had been “arelatively short time,” and
. before he joined, he was an “active
7 white separatist.”

- face. We have a mutual respect with
local and federal authorities and have |

LLLLLLLLL S

no attempt to hide my xdentny,” he
said.

Wilson instructed Hall to be in hlS
office at 9 a.m. the next Monday, but

o

Hall didn’t arrive until 4 p.m. When he ||,

showed up, another lieutenant in inter-
nal affairs began quoting the Constm)- ,
tion to him, Hall said. b
“He really tried to ridicule me be- :
cause of my beliefs,” he said. “I did
admitit. [ didn’tattempttohideit.. . .1
was very cooperative. I'm firstand fore-
most a law enforcement officerand I've
never been accused of violating any-
one’s civil rights. My record is clean

|| raphy; we're against drugs;

and clear.”

During Monday’s meeting, “We
reached a mutual agreement in the best
interest of the sheriff’s office that would
allow the department and myself to
maintain our self-respect and dignity,”
he said.

On Thursday, Hall said, he returned
to the Sheriff’s Department with a let-
ter of resignation that was accepted
after officers told him to postdate his
letter for Monday. They told him he
was fired, then handed him a notice of
termination, also dated Monday, he
said.

Hall said David White is his friend,
and White’s notice of termination was

had been found to be a member of the
Invisible Empire.

“What they were worried about with
him is that as a dispatcher, they were
afraid he might have access to career
criminal histories” and other back-
ground tracking devices he could use
against any person, Hall said.

But White never did anything like
that and no allegations have been made
to that effect, Hall said. .

Kay Moore has been a member for
only two to three months, Walton said,
and was still on the Klan’s probation.
But because the Klan suspects her of

"7 violating an oath of secrecy and turning ||
* . the others in, she has been banished |

from the Klan, Walton said.
Neither Moore nor White were avail-

Hall declined to say for how long he

He and Walton maintain that the
Invisible Empire is the only Klan fac-
tion not considered subversive by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation and
that the organization does not advocate
violence.

“I consider this kind of a slap in the

cooperated with them on many investi-
gations,” Hall said.

Walton said that for the two years he

Vi y V’ LLL L L ALALASS)

‘ mhwdedthelnvnsxbleEmpnremTex- v
/ nehastned“tocleantheKlanup 7

Hall p v«“The‘Klan ist
we're stnvmg in effons to stop bornog

against homosexuals.”
Walton told The Associat

County ’,'

S

if they choose to take i, is to appeal the

- decision to the proper authority, in this

case the sheriff, Mmter said.

e

The Dallas County Sheriff's Depart'
ment has no policy specifically prohi-
biting an employee from belonging to
the Klan. But its code prohibits an em-
ployee from participating in activities,
on or off duty, that might discredit the
department, said Sgt. J.R. Kilzer.

“This could include Klan activity,”
he said.

Glenn Lewis, an attorney for the lo-
cal chapter of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple, said he was concerned about the
presence of the Klan in the Sheriffs
Department.

: “Iwasdisturbedtoreadthatwehad
people working in the sheriff’s office
who were actually participating. That’s
pretty frightening,” he said. “I think the
firing is certainly appropriate. It makes
me wonder if there are any more.”

Lewis said the only way to uncover |

other active Klan members in law en-

forgemt;nt would be a full-scale investi- |
gation into Klan activities in Tarrant |

County.
Minter said Friday the department

has no plans for further investigation

unless new information surfaces.

But while officials lauded the dis-
missals, civil rights attorneys ques-
tioned their jllstlf amon

Them step for Moore and m L

White, hired by the Sheriff’s Depart-

_ ment in July 1987, is the son of Alan
"' White, a certified peace officer who

works as a grievance and disciplinary

officer at the department, said Internal

Affairs Capt. Jim Minter.

“We have interviewed Mr. [Alan]
White and are very comfortable that he
had no knowledge of this and has never
been associated with this group at all,”

- Minter said yesterday.

When contacted at home yesterday,
David Whitesaid he had no comment.
“Right now, I have talked with my
_attorney and he’s told me not to say
anything to the press until we have a
chance to meet Monday and appeal it
and see what happens,” he said.
Moore, also hired in July 1987, did
not return telephone messages left on

her answering machine. She joined the

Klantwotothreemonthsagoandwas

still on probation with the organiza-
tion, Walton said. ‘

As a reserve deputy, Hall was a certi-

fied police officer who volunteered 16 |
hours of service a month. Because he |

was not paid for his service, he has no
avenue of appeal.
White and Moore, as Civil Service

employees, may appeal their termina-
tion but must file the appeal by noon
tomorrow.

Fort Worth Police Chief Thomas |
. Windham said yesterday that having

employees active in the Klan is a poten-

- tial problem that needs to be addressed.

*“I think Sheriff Carpenter ought to
be applauded for the action he took,”
he said. “It seems to me it should dis-
turb anyone, especially anyone in a
public office. [Firing the employee]
would not be a hard decision for me to
make and didn’t seem like a hard deci-
<ion for Sheriff Carpenter i

e w

Staff writers Mary uuu Bob

* Mahlburg, James Walker, Stefani
Gammage and Tom Korosec contribut-
ed to this report.
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BY HOLLACE WEINER

Fort Worth Star-Telegram s

FORT WORTH — Amid reports-

alleging Ku Klux Klan membership at-

Carswell Air Force Base and in the:

Denton County Sheriff's Department,
Tarrant County Sheriff Don Carpenter’ -

yesterday refused to reinstate two em--

ployees he fired last week for their in-

volvement in the white supremacist-

group. 5

“The sheriff upheld his original ter-.
mination on the grounds that they be-.
long to an organization with the knowl-.
edge that that organization conspires to;

violate the civil rights of persons, which

is against Tarrant County Civil Service
Rules and Regulations,” said Jim
Minter, head of the sheriff’s inteM

affairs division. <)

The appeals to the sheriff were the
first in a series available to David

White, a dispatcher fired for enlisting

in the KKK, and Charlyn “Kay”
Moore, a jailer who authored a five-
stanza poem comparing Martin Luther

(More on KLAN on back page)

FW STAR-TELEG
TUESDAY P, M |
13 FEBRUARY 1990




Klan

From Page 'I

King Jr. to Adolph Hitler and forecast-
ing another Civil War pitting Cauca-
sians against “waves . . . from the ghet-
tos to the gays.”

She now denounces the poem and

says Hall “prevailed upon” her to write

1t.

Minter said White and Moore now
have five days to make appeals to the
Civil Service Commission, which
would set a hearing. If upheld by the
commission, the firings could be ap-
pealed to a state district court.

Investigative reports released yester-
day under the Texas Opens Records
Act include allegations that at least
three Carswell airmen are Klan mem-
bers — including a security guard
known as *“Night Hawk” or ‘“‘Death on
Two Legs.”

The files also feature snapshots of a
burning cross, Klan applications
topped with a hooded rider on horse-
back, and pamphlets in which the
Klan’s Invisible Empire denounces
blacks, Jews and illegal immigrants.

“There are many officers throughout
the Metroplex who are affiliated with
this particular Klan,” according to a
statement by Timothy Sherman Hall,
an Air Force sergeant who identified
himself as a recruiter for the Invisible
Empire of the Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan for the Realm of Texas, based in
Tarrant County.

Hall, a reserve deputy in the sheriff’s
department, also was fired by the sher-
iff after the investigation determined
he had used the alias J.D. Calhoun

while recruiting for the Klan. Air Force .

officials have removed him from his
duties as a security officer on the flight
lines at Carwell.

Carswell officials initially said Hall
was suspended Saturday — two days
after the sheriff fired him and a day
after his Klan involvement was publi-
cized. Later, Air Force officials moved
back the suspension date to Feb. 4 —
the day after the sheriff’s staff alerted
them to the Klan investigation.

- According to Minter, Air Force intel-
h&ence ‘has not requested copies of the
statements or snapshots that officers

“say implicate other Carswell personnel
in Klan activities.

Such fringe-group activity is consid-
ered “incompatible with military ser-
vice” under a 1986 Department of De-
fense directive.

The files released yesterday describe
how an unidentified woman phoned
the Tarrant County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment on Jan. 31 to disclose that Hall
was a Klan recruiter who — garbed in
white robe, hooded cap and mask —
went by the undercover name of J.D.
Calhoun.

Minter said he immediately assigned
four investigators to the case and con-
tacted the Department of Public Safety
and the Sheriff’s Department in Hill
County, where a Klan demonstration
was scheduled for Feb. 3.

At that rally — in Malone, 10 miles
east of Hillsboro — an investigator
recognized Hall when the wind blew the
hood from his face. Hall was also wear-
ing a fake beard.

The investigator identified himself,
took a sample of the racist literature
Hall was handing out and ordered the
reserve deputy to report to the Sheriff’s
Department’s internal affairs office the
next Monday.

In a rambling, 11-page statement
dated Feb. 5, Hall said he recruited two
co-workers into the Klan and that he
masqueraded with a fake beard and a
false name so “as not to embarrass the
Sheriff’s Department.”

The sergeant also named officials in-
side the FBI and the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms, stating that
they had assured him that Klan mem-
bership was not illegal.

Hall also said that the Air Force Off-

ice of Special Investigations did not
object to his Klan membership.
. “I talked to [a] special agent . . . out
there atthe baseand they said, ‘Weain’t
got no problem with it as long as you
don’t ... violate somebody’s civil
rights, ... demonstrate in uniform,
identify yourself as an Air Force mem-
ber or demonstrate on any military is-
sue.” Which I never do none of,”” Hall
told investigators. .

Capt. Barbara Carr, Carswell’s chief

of public affairs, concurred.
“Membership in the KKK per se
does not violate the Uniform Code of
Military Justice,” she said. “However,
if a military member commits any ac-
tions which are criminal or a violation
of the Uniform Code in conjunction
with being a member of the group, dis-
ciplinary action can be taken. This poli-

cy is based on a court ruling.

According to Hall's statement,
snapshots taken last December of

Klansmen demonstrating at a White

Settlement abortion clinic picture two |

airmen.

“There was a guy in a black hood, a i

security guard, he’s called a Night

Hawk,” Hall told mvestigators. “Helsa |

policeman on base.”

Minter said the man in black identi- '
fied by Hall as a military policeman,

was familiar to hisintelligence sources.

“It’s my understanding, from intelli-
gence sources we have, that the black-

hooded man is identified as ‘Death on

Two Legs.” He's an enforcer type,” he

said.
In another snapshot at the White
Settlement demonstration, ““The guy in

Jjacket with sunglasses, he’s in the Air |

Force. He's in the KKK,” Hall said.

Hall also said that the Grand Dragon |
of the local Klan has made inroads |
inside the Denton County sheriff’s off- |
ice. “He’s got a contact with Denton |

County sheriff’s office. I know that.
Soon as he gets his Klavern established

in Dallas, he’s gonna go on into Denton |

and start recruiting up there.”
Denton County Chief Deputy Al
Lewis said he was at a loss on how to
investigate the allegations.
“We don’t have any information and
I just read the statement a short time

ago myself,” Lewis said. “We have

close to 200 employees and we have no
idea who he’s talking about. ... We
don’t want to go around creatmg mon-
sters.”

Staff writer Michael Phillips con-
tributed to this report.
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 Thursday for KKK activities

BY HOLLACE WEINER
Jl"eﬁ;mm

FOKT WORTH Two Ku Klux
Klan members, fired from the Tarrant
County Shcnﬂ’s Depanment for join-
ing the group, yes appealed their
dismissals as authorities released re-
ports alleging Klan involvement at
Carswell Air Force Base and the Den-

- ton County Sheriff's Department.

The Tarrant County Sheriff’s De-
partment files, released to media under
the Texas Open Records Act, include
allegaﬁonsthat at least three Carswell‘

anrmen are Klan members — mcludmé

\ Y FEBRUARY 1990
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2 Ku K uxKIan mem ers |

a security guard known as “Night - -

Hawk” or “Death on Two Legs.”

The files also feature snapshots of a -

burning cross, Klan applications
topped with a hooded rider on horse-

" back, and pamphlets in which the .

Klan’s Invisible Empire denounces
blacks, Jews and illegal immigrants.
“There are many officers throughout
the Metroplex who are affiliated with
this particular Klan,” according to a
statement by Timothy Sherman Hall,
who was a reserve deputy and an Air

appeal firings to sheriff’

N\ %

 Force sergeant who identified himself
\J asarecruiter for the Invisible Er of

the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan for

fRealmofTexa,hsemem‘am
Coun

ty.

The files include racist poetry
pe!med by ch.mm «nyw m‘ a
f‘redmlerwho said in a handwritten
lettertoMDmCaanwr“lm
- cohearsed [sic] and brainwashed into
JomngtheKuKlmKlan(amhcns-

enlnstingmtthKK,wbmmedhns

appeal attorney Jack Strick-
hnd,Whosndmanf,
J]ldm‘. avmm Khnm-

have five days to make an appeal to tho
Civil Service Commission, which

would set a hearing. After that, they can
/ poor  appeal to a state district court.

“The sheriff upheld his original ter-
mination onthegroundsthattheybe-‘

long to an organization with the knowl-
edge that that organization conspires to
violate the civil rights of persons, which
is against Tarrant County Civil Service

 able [sic] organization)...... I am thor- (More on KLAN on Page7) g
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‘Rules and Regulations,” Minter said.

Hall, 24, has been dismissed from his

Zvolunteer deputy’s post at the Sheriff’s
‘Department. He doesn’t have status
-under civil service rules, Minter said.
- Hall also has been removed from
“normal Air Force duties, where he had
tsecret government clearance because
“he patrols the flight line.
« Carswell officials initially said Hall
was .suspended on Saturday — two
" days after the sheriff fired him and a
“day after his Klan involvement was
# publicized. Later, Air Force officials
- moved back the suspension date to Feb.
"4 — the day after the sheriff’s staff
alerted them to the Klan investigation.

According to Minter, Air Force intel-
ligence has not requested copies of the
statements or snapshots that: officers
say implicate other Carswell personnel
in Klan activities.

On request, the Sheriff’s Department
shared its files with the federal Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, and
the Arlington and Fort Worth police
departments.

Klan membership alone is not
against the law, but participation in
white supremacist groups violates the
Tarrant County Civil Service Code of
Conduct, according to disciplinary pa-
pers filed against White and Moore.

Such fringe-group activity is also

;'considcred “incompatible with mili-
¢ ! tary service” under a 1986 Department
¢ of Defense directive.

The files released yesterday describe
: how an unidentified woman phoned
z the Tarrant County Sheriff's Depart-
% ment Jan. 31 to disclose that Hall was a
# Klan recruiter who — garbed in white
¢ robe, hooded cap and mask — went by
# theundercover name of J.D. Calhoun.
*  Mintersaid he immediately assigned
# four investigators to the case and con-
s tacted the Department of Public Safety
* and the Hills County Sheriff’s Depart
; ment. A Klan demonstration in Hill
7 County was scheduled for Feb. 3.
i At that rally — in Malone, 10 miles
~ east of Hillsboro — an investigator

« recognized Hall when the wind blew the
: hoad from his face. Hall jvas also wear-

TR N D

* inga fake beard. s

-

The investigator identified himself,

took a sample of the racist literature
Hall was handing out and ordered the
reserve deputy to report to the Sheriff’s
Department’s internal affairs office the
next Monday.

In 4 rambling, 11-page statement
dated Feb. 5, Hall said he recruited two
co-workers into the Klan, which he de-
scribed as a 124-year-old fraternal or-
ganization to which some of his great
uncles from Alabama had belonged.
Hall said that when participating in
Klan functions, he masqueraded with a
fake beard and a false name so “as not
to embarrass the Sheriff's Depart-
ment.”

He said he recruited Moore and
White by assuring them their member-
ship would remain a secret. Sgt. Hall
implicated two other Sheriff’s Depart-
ment employees, but Minter said they
have been cleared of involvement.

The sergeant also named officials in-
side the FBI and the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms, stating that
they had assured him that Klan mem-
bership was not illegal.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms confirmed that Hall called
their office. The FBI could not be con-
tacted for comment.

Hall also said that the Air Force Off-
ice of Special Investigations did not
object to his Klan membership.

Capt. Barbara Carr, Carswell’s chief
of public affairs, concurred.

“Membership in the KKK per se
does not violate the Uniform Code of
Military Justice,” she said. “However,
if a military member commits any ac-
tions which are criminal or a violation
of the Uniform Code in conjunction
with being a member of the group, dis-
ciplinary action can be taken. This poli-
cy is based on a court ruling.”

According to Hall’s statement,
snapshots taken last December of
Klansmen demonstrating at a White
Settlement abortion clinic picture two
Air Force members.

“There was a guy in a black hood, a
security guard, he’s called a Night
Hawgk,” Hall told investigators. “He’sa
poli¢eman on base.”

|

Minter said the man in black, identi- |
fied by Hall as a military policeman,
was familiar to his intelligence sources.

“It’s my und ding, from intelli-
gence sources we have, that the black-
hooded man is identified as ‘Death on
Two Legs.’ He’s an enforcer type,” he
said.

Hall also said that the Grand Dragon
of the local Klan has made inroads
inside the Denton County Sheriff’s Off-
ice. “He’s got a contact with Denton
County Sheriff’s Office. I know that.
Soon as he gets his Klavern established
in Dallas, he’s gonna goon mto Denton
and start recruiting up there.”

Denton County Chief Deputy Al
Lewis said he was at a loss on how to
investigate the allegations.

“We don’t have any information and
I just read the statement a short time
ago myself,” Lewis said. “We have
close to 200 employees and we have no
idea who he’s talking about. .

don’t want to go around creating mon- ,

sters.”

Hall’s statement also names his Tar-
rant County co-workers, White and
Moore, whom, he said, he recruited to
Klan membership last month.

White, age 26, a $1,600-a-month
dispatcher, filled out a Klan applica-
tion Jan. 29. He told investigators that
Hall paid his $20 membership fee.

His attorney, Strickland, said: “No
matter how reprehensible an organiza-
tion may be, I am not sure membership
is just grounds for denying them the
right to be employed. White didn’t par-
ticipate. He didn’t go through any of
their foolish, childish little rituals.”

Moore, 48, a licensed correctional |
officer salaried at about $1,560 a|

month, signed up for the Klan on Jan
13. For publication in a Klan journal,
she wrote a five-stanza poem compar-

ing Martin Luther King Jr. to Adolf
Hitler and forecasting another Civil
War pitting Caucasians against “waves
... from the ghettos to the gays.”

In appealing her firing, Moore said:
“I was prevailed upon by Tim Hall to
write a piece of poetry for possnble use
in ﬂuK]an publication, which in retros-

peut I view as a disgusting piece of filth. )
I find this writing virtually indefensi-

ble.”

' Staff writer Michael Phillips con-
tributed to this report. ‘

I

e
O



Klan link spreads to Carswell

‘1 : Fu'ed deputy suspended from duties at air base

B’!’ KA’IHY SANDERS ter disclosure that Hall secretly
W it coperli ool - had operated under the alias J.D.
| A Sheriffs t re-  Calhoun whileservingas Kleagle
| servedepmyﬁred or his affilia- ‘ofthe Invisible Empire of the :
' tion with the Ku Klux Klanalso ~ Knigh t:softhcl(ua“a
is an Air Force security officer - “In light of the situation, he
V(howussuspended yesterdayfor  has been suspended ffamhxsdu-
 leading a clandestine life as the ties at this time,” deCarswpll
' Klan’s chief recruiter in Texas.  spokeswoman Lt. Nori LaRue-
; Officials at Carswell Air Force  Musgrave. “Wcarcnpt supposed
' Base, where Tim Hall, 24, is a  to be identified with any type of
| ' sergeant assigned to the military  political activist group becauseit
 installation’s security force, im-- 1scontrarytoouroathofoﬁioe? il

ees dismissed from the Sheriff’s
Department last week after an
investigation revealed their ac-
tive roles in the Klan, worked
with the 7th Security Police

Squadron at Carswell, LnRud- ,
‘Musgrave said.

No information was available

yesterday concerning Hall’s
length of service with the Air
Force or what further action will

; posed the disciplinary action af-

Now that he’s been suspended, they will
have to make some kind of decision on
what they will do,” LaRue-Musgrave
said. She said he will continue drawing
pay but will not be allowed to work as a
security officer. /

In September 1986, then-Defense
Secretary Caspar Weinberger gave mil-
itary commanders new authority to
prevent active participation of military

personnel in what were considered |

“hate groups.”

“Active participation, including
public demonstrations, recruiting and
training members, and organizing or

~ leading such organizations, is utterly |
incompatible with military service,”
Weinberger said in announcing the new
policy.

Commanders were given full author- \

ity to take disciplinary steps, including
expulsion from the military, against
those who actively participate in those |

groups.
Hall’s firing by Sheriff Don Car-
penter followed an internal investiga- '
tion that identified him and two other
sheriff’s employees, jailer Charlyn
“Kay” Moore, 48, and dispatcher Da-
vid White, 26,as members of the Klan.
« Carpenter served White and Moore
with notices that he also intends to fire

' them, a procedural step required under

mn Service guidelines.
three dismissals were based on
‘the county policy of non-discrimina-
. ‘MassetoutintheCivilServiceRulcs
and Regulations,” said a terse depart-
mental statement released Friday

night. : B

news coverage.

“We didn’t start this mess, but we're
' damn sure going to be there when it’s
finished,” he said.

ment in July 1987, is the son of Alan
White, a certified peace officer who
works as a grievance and disciplinary
officer at the department, said Internal
Affairs Capt. Jim Minter.

“We have interviewed Mr. [Alan]
. White and are very comfortable that he
had no knowledge of this and has never
‘been associated with this group at all,”
Minter said yesterday.

“When contacted at home yesterday,
- David White said he had no comment.

) attomey and he’s told me not to say

! anythmg to the press until we have a
| chance to meet Monday and appeal it

| and see what happens,” he said.

| Moore, also hired in July 1987, did
not return telephone messages left on
her answering machine. She joined the
Klan two to three months ago and was
still on probation with the organiza-

| tion, Walton said.

As areserve deputy, Hall was a certi-
fied police officer who volunteered 16
hours of service a month. Because he
was not paid for his service, he has no
avenue of appeal.

" 'White and Moorc, as le Semoe

‘White, hired by the Sheriff’s Depart- |

“Right now, I have talked with my

’GmndDragoanw n o m
ston confirmed the ma;l ‘ . { Windham smgl y'tsterday th_at having
ership Friday. employees active in the Klan is a poten-
’, n, head of the Texas realm oI | tial problem that needs tobe addressed.
i | 1 think Sheriff Carpenter ought to
that Klan members didn’t want thedis- | | be applauded for the action he took,”
missals pubicized nor did they seckthe 1! he said. “It seems to me it should dis-

turb anyone, especially anyone in a
public office. [Firing the employee]

| would not be a hard decision for me to

' make and didn’t seem like a hard deci-

sion for Sheriff Carpenter.”
The Dallas County Sheriff’s Depart-

" ment has no policy specifically prohi-
 biting an employee from belonging to

. the Klan. But its code prohlblts an em-

ployee from participating in actnv_mes,
‘on or off duty, that might discredit the

~ department, said Sgt. J.R. Kilzer.

“This could include Klan actlm, .

j he said. i

Glenn Lewis, an attorney for the lo-
cal chapter of the National Association

'“for the Advancement of Colored I’W‘]
" ple, said he was concerned about the
presence of the Klan in the Sheriff’s

- Department.

. “I was disturbed to read that we had

" people working in the sherifP’s office
- who were actually participating. :fhat’s
 pretty frightening,” he said. ‘I think the

firing is certainly appropriate. It makes

~me wonder if there are any more.”

" Lewis said the only way to uncover -
| other active Klan members in law en-

‘forcement would be a full-scalé investi-

~gation into Klan activities in Tanant

County

. Minter said Friday the department

has no plans for further investigation
unless new information surfaces.

. But while officials lauded the dis-

_missals, civil rights attorneys ques-
.tioned their justification.

X

N
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Sheriff is rLght

Law agencies should bar Klan members .

The simple truth is that no public law-
enforcement agency should employ ac-
tive members of advocacy groups that
espouse racial separatism or discrimina-
tion. That includes the Ku Klux Klan,
among others.

Thus Tarrant County Sheriff Don Car-
penter was right, after an internal affairs
investigation, to dismiss a volunteer re-
serve deputy and to begin civil-service
termination procedures in the case of two
other department employees, all of them
Klan' members.

As a practical matter; the sheriffs de-
merely one that is reprehensible in the

partment — or the Fort Worth Police
Department or the FBI, for that matter —

" cannot afford to compromise its sworn

allegiance to fair, equal and non-discrimi-
natory enforcement of the law by employ-
ing officers who belong to organizations
that are based on ideas of racial suprema-

Tim Hall, who lost his reserve sheriff’s
deputy position because of his Klan con-
nection, also was removed from his secur-

ity duties at Carswell Air Force Base,

~where he is a sergeant in the Air Force.

The Defense Department says that partic-
ipation in “hate groups apparently
including the Klan — is utterly incom-
patlble with mlhtary service.’
Membership in such a hate group is
equally incompatible with service as a
part of a law-enforcement agency entrust-
ed by the public with carryingoutits laws,
which officers take an oath touphold atall
times. Employing Klan members erodes
the credlblhty of the agency.
The Klan is not an illegal organization,

eyesof most Americans. Hall hasarightto
his own beliefs and opinions, and he is
free to belong to the Klan and even to
recruit Klan members.

But there is an obvious conflict be-
tween Klan precepts and the require-
ments of public law enforcement in a
multiracial society. It is that conflict that
is the issue in the three sheriff’s depart-
ment dismissals.
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Howmany
‘uncertain,
union says

By HOLLACE WEINER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Ku Klux Klan
infiltration of the Tarrant County Sher--
iff’s Department extends beyond the.
three employees fired last week, a state.
union official said yesterday as the Air’
Force suspended four more Carswell:
security officers linked to Klan activi-:
ties. i

The suspensions of the four service-
men from normal duties follow revela-
tions last week that a Carswell Air Force.
Base security officer, who also was a’
volunteer reserve deputy for the Sher-.
iff's Department, was a Klan recruiter.
who wrote for white supremacist publi--
cations and demonstrated in a hooded:

| white robe and mask. *

| That officer, Sgt. Timothy Hall, who-

| used the alias J.D. Calhoun in his Klan:
activities, was fired by Sheriff Don Car-.
penter and removed from his normal
Air Force duties. Two other Sheriff's

| Department employees, a jailer and a
dispatcher, also were fired after an in-
vestigation identified them as mem-
bers of the Klan.

Although Carpenter has indicated
there is no evidence to believe other
sheriff’s employees are involved with
the KKK, one union official said other-
wise yesterday.

“There is reason to believe there are
more,” said Oran McMichacel, a repre-
sentative for the American Federation
of State, County and Municipal Em-
ployees, which has about 100 sheriff’s

| employees as members.

| “I'd hate to put a figure out there. It's
ranged from just a handful to possibly a
number.”

Carpenter this morning said he
‘would fire any employee who is associ-

(More on KLAN on Page 5)
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ated with Klan activities.

« “That’s the first I've heard of that,”
‘the sheriff said about McMichael’s con-
tention. “I don’t know actually what
‘he’s talking about.

*“I will say this: If there are any more
people involved in the Klan in this
‘department, and we find out about it,
they’ll be looking for a job.”

He said that at least two months ago,
officers reported to Sheriff's Depart-
ment officials incidents in which the
fired jailer, Kay Morre, had made racist
comments to prisoners and that Hall
‘was able to “circulate quite freely”
while recruiting Klan members.

McMichael said no investigation was

‘ordered into those allegations.

He said the union and several other

-local organizations would have a news

conference this afternoon to discuss
those reports and Carpenter’s decision
to fire the officers and to stress that the
officers involved represent only a small

.percentage of sheriff’s employees.

The suspended Air Force security

‘police, assigned to the 7th Security Po-
‘lice Squadron, generally have secret
-government clearances and patrol the

flight line where early warning aircraft,
B-52 bombers, KC-135 tankers and F-
16 fighters are parked.

_ The latest administrative actions at
Carswell occurred Monday, the same
day the Sheriff’s Department released
reports alleging Klan activity at the
base

- “Additional individuals were re-
moved from their normal security po-
lice duties on 12 February immediately
upon the commander’s notification of
alleged Ku Klux Klan association,”

- Capt. Barbara Carr, Carswell’s chief of

public affairs, said in a prepared state-
ment.

. Shecited the Privacy Act and refused
to divulge the airmen’s names.

The airmen will remain removed

from their normal duties until the alle-
gations are proved or disproved, Carr
said.
- “They are doing duties as directed by
their first sergeant,” she said. “They are
not doing any security police duties.”
" Security Squadron commander Maj.
Albert Riggle referred all inquiries to
the public affairs office.

Yesterday, base investigators visited
the Sheriff’s Department to get copies
of investigative files that launched the
Klan inquiry.

On Jan. 31, the sheriff's office

learned that Hall, an Air Force sergeant
and volunteer sheriff’s reserve officer,
was active in the Ku Klux Klan. After
observing Hall at a Klan rally in
Malone, a rural community 10 miles
east of Hillsboro, the sheriff’s office
questioned him about his membership
in the white supremacist group.

In signed statements, Hall said he
had recruited two Sheriff’'s Department
employees and several Air Force col-
leagues into the Klan, founded in the
South during the Reconstruction era to
re-establish and maintain white su-
premacy.

The other two Tarrant County em-
ployees — jailer Moore and dispatcher
David White — were fired by Car-
penter who, on the advice of the district
attorney, cited an anti-discriminatory
section of the county Civil Service
Code.

Both appealed the suspensions but
were turned down by the sheriff. The
pair have until noon Monday to file an
appeal with the county Civil Service
Commission.

At Carswell, Carr said the Air Force
is investigating the allegations against
the security policemen to determine
whether they violated Air Force regula-
tions.

Klan membership is not prohibited
under the Uniform Code of Military
Justice.

*““They may have violated other regu-
lations,” Carr said. “We’re reviewing
the allegations. . . . It is against regula-
tions to pass out political literature on
base. ... If any civilian or military
regulations have been violated, then
disciplinary action may be warranted.”

Mark Briskman, regional director of
the Anti-Defamation League for North
Texas and Oklahoma, said he was dis-
turbed at reports of Klan membership
among security officers.

*“They are in positions of authority
and they may hold racist, bigoted and
anti-Semitic views, which clearly are
not representative of the views of the
United States,” Briskman said. “That
they could be in positions with security
clearances, I think is disturbing.

“These men were not filling gas in
trucks. They were security guards. One
wonders what kind of a security proce-
dure security officers go through. This

is a [Strategic Air Command] base.”

He also recalled that Klan involve-

ment in local law enforcement was not
uncommon in the 1950s and 1960s, but

f

“itisalittle disturbingthatinthe 1990s
we find some local departments that

have members who are in the Klan.

“I generally do not believe thisisa

widespread phenomena.”

Bill Walton, Imperial Wizard of the
Invisible Empire of the Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan for the Realm of Texas,
said that if the county employees or any
Klansmen decide to fight the govern-
ment actions against them in court, the
local Klavern — chapter — would pro-
vide legal counsel.

Their attorney, he said, would be |

Kirk Lyons, who successfully defended
a former Klan leader at a 1987 sedition
trial in Fort Smith, Ark. Lyons is execu-

tive director of the Patriot’s Defense

Foundation, a civil rights law firm in
Houston.

Lyons, interviewed by telephone,
said county and Air Force actions
against Klan members violate First

Amendment rights to freedom of asso- |

ciation.

[

“It is fundamentally unfair,” Lyons

crime. They are not a member of any
criminal organization. The sheriff’s ob-
viously doing this to make political
points. Being a member of the Klan per
se does not violate anyone else’s
rights.”

Attorney Sally Greenberg, the Anti-
Defamation League’s East Coast civil
rights director, said Klan activities may
fall under a Department of Defense

against military personnel involved in
*“‘hate groups.”

| Under that 1986 directive, then-De-
- fense Secretary Caspar Weinberger said

demonstrations, recruiting and train-
ingmembers. . . isutterly incompatible
with military service.”

The directive followed the dismissal
of three Marines active in the White
Patriot Party, an armed racist group in
North Caroling.

uted to this report. )

|said. “They have not committed any

directive authorizing disciplinary steps |

*“active participation, including public |

Staff writer Bob Mahlburg contrib- |

7,



Airmen

won'’t lose

benefits

BY HOLLACE WEINER

AND MAX BAKER
‘Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Five security po-

licemen with secret clearances are being
discharged from the Air Force for ac-
tive involvement in the Ku Klux Klan,
‘Carswell Air Force base officials said
yesterday.

An internal mveiuganon deter-
mined that the airmen violated an Air
Force regulation prohibiting attempts
to create discrimination or participa-
tion in supremacist causes, said Capt.

: eﬁts, Carr said.

source said.

“kmﬁdbeﬂtmoroe s means of
firing mne, Carr said.

The only airman identified has been
Sgt. Timothy Sherman Hall, who pub--
licly admitted to being a Klan recruiter.
Hall was removed from his normal se-
curity duties Feb. 4 after state and local .

law enforcement officials trailed hlmtq

a Klan rally in Hill County.
Hall also was fired from his job as a
reserve deputy with theTarrantCounty

Sheriff’s Department. The sheriff’s in--
vestigation prompted Carswell to con- -

duct its own inquiry.

Seven an‘men were mv',_

tlnsaamm W wauﬁﬂmn,Chw

said. Because no evidence was found of
Klan activities in other parts of the

lme the i mvesnganon has ended, she plamts, authorized an attitude sw'vey

“Sources said secunty squadron com- :

mander Maj. Albert Riggle told a gath-
ering of more than 200 people that the

were being offered dis-
charges to avoid the publicity of a
court-martial.

-Commanders of the unit hope that
this will bring to an end the public
scrutiny of a squadron that has been
riddled with charges of misconduct, a

The discovery of the Klansmen has
prompted the second controversy this
winter for the base and its security
force.

An investigation in December and

January mtohomosexuahtyaICarswell
led to the dlscharge of 12 airmen —

- including four security police, sources

familiar with the squadron said.

Also, in the past five weeks, two other
security police officers were court-mar-
tialed and convicted on drug charges,
said the Carswell Sentinel, the weekly

- | base newspaper.

‘And widespread problems within the
S11-member squadron were evident
mprethan two years ago when the base
inspector general, responding to com-
ncluded that “discrin
titudes” pervaded the base s
lice.
The Feb. 9, 1988, surveyohtmﬁfby

~ the Star-Telegram said that racial, eth-

nic and sexual jokes and slurs were
commonplace and were a manifesta-
tion of discriminatory attitudes and be-
havior.

The survey was written by Carswell’s
social actions office, which, like a mu-

* nicipal equal opportunity commission,

examines complaints of discrimina-
tion.

“The ingredients exist for polariza-
tion of races within this unit,” the sur-
vey said. “If the underlying factors are
not addressed, the human relations cli-
mate could suffer damage that could
affect the wing.

“Perceptions of unfair treatment,
discrimination, favoritism and unfair-
ly administered discipline are ram-
pant,” the report said. It said the squad-
ron’s racial composition was nearly 22
percent black and 73 percent white.

More than 90 percent of those inter-
viewed said morale within the unit was
not good and the negative perceptions
reported crossed all rank, sex and racial
lines, the survey said.

Yet, a majority of those interviewed
said they liked their jobs “but feel the
atmosphere could be better . . . if there
was more trust and concern.”

When the survey was completed, it
was presented by the.: ree ’s command-

“ed reassigning one d“”fhe secuhty'

force’s managersand to“ﬁlsttell people
to drop the name-calling.”

-
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squadron say the only response was to

” establish a suggestion box and institute

anAinnanoftheMomhandAirmanof}
the Quarter awards.

Otherwise, they said, little has
_changed. SN ‘
_ Mark Briskman, regional director of | -

|
the Anti-Defamation League, called the

squadron’s history troubling. |
*“These men were not just filling gas |

in trucks, They were security guards,”

|
Briskman said. “One would hope there
would be special attention to any indi-
cations of racial or other kinds of ten-
sion on a military base. i l
*“We would hope that this recent situ- |

ation would lead to a re-evaluation of

their procedures and a considerable
strengthening of the process of selec- |
tion for people involved in matters of |
L

security,” he said.

A black Air Force retiree, stationed
at Carswell during the past decade, said '
social actions surveys and race rela- |
tions seminars have been given short |
shrift in the armed forces since the |
beginning of Ronald Reagan’s presi-
dency. : :

The veteran, who asked not to be
identified, retired last year after stints
at Air Force bases from Istanbul, Tur-

“If you go to other bases and then

¥

|

|
key, to Biloxi, Miss. ¥

|

J

you go to Carswell, you just feel that
redneck atmosphere that exists out
_ there,” the retiree said.

Carr said she was unfamiliar with the
social actions survey.

“Normally, they are internal things,”
she said. “It is not sent around base at
all. Only the commander would seeit.”

On Monday, four of the Carswell
airmen associated with the Klan were

relieved of sensitive assignments at the

base such as guarding the flight line,
where bombers loaded with munitions
are parked. i

Earlier news accounts said five air-
men had been suspended that day, but
base officials say only four were reas-
signed. - i

They can appeal the dismissals,

which are based on an Air Force regula-  whj

tion that forbids publicly demonstrat-
ing, fund-raising, rallying, recruiting

and organizing for supremacist groups

such as the Klan.

‘Bill Walton, grand dragon of the ln- o

visible Empire of the Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan for the Realm of Texas,

~ which is based in Arlington, said Hall

plans to take legal action.
The drug cases within the squadron

. involved Senior Airman David Clarke,

whose amphetamine use was con-

firmed through an Air Force urinalysis

program, and Senior Airman Daria
Clark, convicted of marijuana use.

For amphetamine use, Clarke was

sentenced to three months in jail, for-

feiture of $750 pay, reduction in rank

demoted to the rank of airman basic.

_ Ata news conference yesterday at the
Tarrant County Administration Build-
ing, a union official expressed concern
that there may be other members of the
Ku Klux Klan in the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment but stressed that his organization
is not advocating a witch hunt,

“I would hesitate to give you a num-
ber because unless those folks who be-
lieve those individuals are members [of
the Klan] come forward, then no, we're

//'.(/,
.



1990

FW STAR-TELEGRAM

FRIDAY = FINAL
16 FEBRUARY

|
f
{
{

BY HOLLACE WEINER

o Fort Worth Star-Telegram

! It was her nicotine habit — and a spark of
| naivete — that drew Kay Moore to the Ku
I Klux Klan. ‘
‘r Lured, she said, by the promise of discount
cigarettes, the former Tarrant County jailer

taburger on White Settlement Road, sharing a

: 1 itable with Air Force Sgt. Timojay Hall.

| Klan / From Page 1 *

. some literature, and an applicati_on was
filled out, and he was taking it with
him.” , :
. She refused a face-to-face interview .
and declined to say where she was be- -
cause she says threatening messages *
have been left on her telephone answer-
ing machine. i

' . Four weeks after the Whataburger .
meeting, on Feb. 9, both Moore and
Hall — a volunteer sheriff's reserve -
officer — were dismissed from the Tar-
rant County Sheriff's Department for
joining the Ku Klux Klan.

" It was part of a widening scandal that
led to the dismissal of yet a third sher-
iff’s employee and the discharge of five

Carswellairmen — Hallamongthem. . -: This time, When the BlindloRE e
' removed, she said she found herselfina

. “As unbelievable as it may seem, I
was thoroughly convinced the Klan had
widespread support throughout tl_xe
law-enforcement community,” said
Moore, a48-year-old native Texanwho '
describes herself as a former personnel
assistant with 32 years of college credit
and certificates in business law and
uman relations. 5 L]
| *“My purpose in doing it was for ad-
vancement in the Sheriff's Depart-
ment,” said the former jailer, who de-
- seribed herself as ‘“‘extremely
g:elligent. except for this sort of mis-

. At the Whataburger  tete-a-tete,
Moore said, Hall spoke of an investiga-
tion into homosexuality at Carswell
hat led to the discharge of 13 ainn_en
including four in Hall’s security
d squadron. !
é’[‘hcn, pulling out a Klan business

d, Hall, 24, told her about the Invisi-

Empire to which he belonged, say-

ng his local klavern was anti-gay, anti-
"abortion, anti-crime and anti-litter.

rendezvoused one Saturday night at the Wha- -

N

- Adolf Hitler and asked her to put his

~ ~Moore said she was led blindfolded

- not know, she waited in a bedroom
© while a third person was inducted.

. slipped the blindfold over Moore’s eyes

- inwhite robes, green sashes and pointy- |

' *I'm 5 feet 4.”

~ She said that Bill Walton, the Arling-

weleft,” she said.

| Former jailer was fooled
| by Klan’s smoke screen

She had come to pick up three cartons of Eve
Ultra Lights — purchased cut-rate at the Cars-
well Air Force Base commissary. ;
saiI‘-il.eh,zldcaomett)recmithcrintotheKlan,sh'e

“I picked up my cigarettes. We were sitting
there talking, eating a hamburger,” she saidin a
telephone call yesterday from an undisclosed
location. “Before I knew it, he we iving me

(More KIfN on Page

' Moore said that when she shared her
penchant for writing poetry, the ser-

t spouted off some racist views,
compared Martin Luther King Jr. to

thoughts into blank verse.
' When next they met — two nights
fater — she handed him the completed
poem and he drove her to a Klan initia-
tion ceremony at an Arlington apart-
ment complex. :

up a sidewalk and a couple of steps,
through two doors and into a room |
where her blindfold, a folded bandana, |

was untied. ‘
. With another initiate, a man she did

Then, after 15 minutes, Hall again

‘and led her into a living room.

room with eight or nine people cloaked

masks, gathered about a white |
cross nearly 6 feet tall.
¢ “It was taller than me,” she said.

¢ Onthearmsofthe cross blazed sever-
al red candles.

' “Two others were initiated that | "
night,” she said. )

ton resident who is grand dragon of the
Invisible Order of the Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan for the Realm of Texas, was
at the meeting.

. “Someone read some stuff that I
can't recall,” Moore said. “We took an
©ath. What was even in it I'm not sure,
other than not to give out any informa-
lion regarding the Klan or any of its
members.”

. It was over in 15 or 20 minutes.

| “After a couple minutes of congratu-
lations or whatever you want to call it,

- e

N\

| | Thenext week, Moore gave Hall 20,
v repaying him for advancing her the
- Klan’s membership fee. e
. “In cash,” she said. “That was the

' jonly way they would accept it.”

. _About 10 days later, while attending |
~ FBIfingerprint school, a course offered |
' through the Sheriffs Department, |
! Mooresaid she mentioned the Klantoa

~ classmate.
& “Once I got their view, I realized it
f :was a hate group,” she said. “That’s

when I realized what was going 0

 realized it was a totally ensible,

 violent, prejudicial hate group, |
| thought, ‘Oh, dear, what have I got

| myself into?

~ When Klansmen invited hertomeet-
ST Cings and rallies, she'd excuse herself

- because of her work schedule or say “ . :
 didn’t have a hood and robe.”

Y
N
y

the fringe group discussed.

“My only recollections were from my -
younger years, inthe’50s when I wasan
elementary student. I heard about

events from the '30s and ’
. of the cross, garbing t emselves in
| white robes and hoods. At that time
‘they were a racist group, I basically
considered them overwith,” she said.
“Tim told me they needed intelligent
‘people suchas 1. He convinced me they
were a non-violent, passive organiza-
‘tion,”
‘Moore said she became acquainted
‘with Hall last spring while enrolled in
c!asses at the Sheriff Department’s Ba-
sic Reserve Peace Officers School. Both
- Hall and Moore have completed 276

~ ' hours of law enforcement training and .

 were set to begin the final 124-hour
. course Monday.

The firing halted those plans,

Moore plans to appeal her dismissal
tothe civil service commission. She has
not hired a lawyer, fearing that seeking

‘counsel might somehow suggest that

"1 she is still affiliated with the Klan,

' Walton, the Klan's grand dragon,

said in a telephone interview that he
believes Moore was the confidential
informant who sparked the sheriff’s in-
vestigation, but the former jailer, who
received a commendation last year for
exposing infractions within the depart-
ment, declined to respond to the Klan
leader’s accusation.

“I am not at liberty to discuss that
matter at this time,” Moore said.

“I consider now, in retrospect, the
Klan to be a very dangerous cult,” she
said. “Hopefully, from my stupid mis-

' take others will learn and stop and
think before joining the Klan — or any

- other subversive hate groups.”

. Or before lighting up an Eve Ultra

. Light.

Moore said that before Hall recruited -
her into the Klan, she had never heard °
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~ Smaller Klan remains
- large threat, foes say

BY MAX BAKER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — While the dis-
covery of Ku Klux Klan members in |
sensitive positions of authority may
have shocked the public last week, or-
gamzatlons momtonng the group say
its numbers in Texas are dwindling.
However, the group’s having fewer
active members does not reduce the

threat the members pose — especially |

because the unmasked Klan members
were in the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Department and a Carswell Air Force
Base police squadron, the organiza-
tions said.

And, especially because the Klan is

trying to appear more legitimate by

addressing mainstream issues such as
AIDS, abortion and crime, its allure
could grow, they added.

“They carry weapons. They like
weapons and are comfortable with

them,” said Mark Briskman, regional
director of the Anti-Defamation
League. “It only takes two guys to cre-
ate havoc.

“They are taking on legitimate issues
and looking for respectability,” he said.
“It may be a new bottle, but the same
old rotten wine is inside.”

In the past two weeks, seven active
members of the Klan have been identi-
fied in Tarrant County.

The Sheriff’s Department dismissed
reserve deputy Tim Hall, dispatcher
David White and jailer Kay Moore for
their parncnpat:on in the Klan.

Hall, a sergeant in the Air Forge, also
is being administratively discharged
from the service, along with Sgt. Mike
Saylor and three others.

All of the Carswell airmen were
members of the 7th Security Squadron,
had security clearances and patrolled
the flight line with M-16 rifles, guarding
bombers and fighters used in the na-
tion’s defense. ;

Because the Klan members were in
such sensitive positions, their discov-
ery attracted widespread media atten-

tion.

It also had people wondering abouta
shadowy, secret organization that
many thought of as out-of-date.

Klan members in law enforcement
have some precedent in Texas history.

In the early 1920s, Tarrant County
was among many Texas locales that had
Klan members as sheriffs, district attor-
neys, judges, city council members and
school board members.

The Fort Worth Klavern — which

built a 4,000-seat auditoriumon North

Main Street — was co-founded by a
county sheriff. The hate group’s influ-
ence was so pervasive that Klan mem-
bers met in public schools, sponsored a
Klan Kiddies Kamp at Lake Worth,
and fielded a city baseball team called |
the Ku Kluckers. I

In 1923, the annual Fat Stock Show I
included a special Klan Day that drew

record out-of-town crowds. The Fort [

Worth Press, which editorialized |
against the KKK, reported that manyof |
the Stock Show-goers attended initia-
tion rites that night for more than 800
new Klan members.

According to Howard Green, a for-
mer Tarrant County judge who has |
researched the Klan, in the early 1920s |

Texas “shared with Ohio the dubious

distinction of the hotbed of the Ku
Khix Klan.” |

A Ku Klux Klan member, Earle May- |
field, was elected to the U.S. Senate to
represent Texas in 1922. Klan mem-
bers also flaunted their strength in the
Texas Legislature in 1923, staging a
hooded parade in the chambers of the
House of Representatives.

Now, however, experts who monitor
the Klan in Texas and around the coun- |
try say the organization, which they |
consider a domestic terrorist group, is
shrinking.

Nationwide, the Klan has 5,000 to |
7,000 active members, down from
about 10,000 before civil rights reform
in the 1960s, Briskman said.

The Klan has fewer than 100 active
members in Texas, a sharp decrease
from about 400 in the early 1980s,
Briskman said.

Klan leaders have been quoted in |
ncwspapersassgttmgthetotalTexas"

about 100.

The decline in active m mcmber-
ship can almost be traced to the defec-
tion of Louis Beam, the former Grand
Dragon who left the Klan in 1981.

Beam left to work with The Order
and The Aryan Nations, paramilitary
groups that believe a race war may be
n h

“There really hasn’t been any Klan
without Beam. You can really chart the
decline when Beam left the Klan,”
Briskman said.

Texas has three Klan Klaverns, or
chapters — in Arlington, Waco and
Pasadena, a blue-collar suburb of
Houston, said Briskman and
Klanwatch, a Montgomery, Ala., group
that monitors the Klan.

Bill Walton is the Grand Dragon of
the Invisible Empire of the Ku Klux
Klan for the Realm of Texas. Hall wasa
recruiter for Walton, they said.

Walton and his followers have been
seen distributing literature in several

cities, including Plano, Richardson, |
McKinney, Fort Worth and Ardmore, |
Okla. ‘
They picketed an abortion clinic in
White Settlement late last year and pro-
tested in Grand Prairie in 1985 during
a flap over the Confederate battle flag.
The local Klan made a similar standon
the flag in 1987 in the Birdville school
district.

Walton, who then lived in North
Richland Hills and was identified as
““grand titan” of the Texas Klan, wrote
local NAACP President Ray Bell in
January 1987 warning that “if you do
pursue this matter, violence of some
sort will surely break out.”

The letter added that the Klan would
not be involved in violence but that
many non-Klan whites “won’t take it
lightly about them losing their rights,
especially with the Negro race and the
NAACP [having] something to do with
lt.”
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‘were dismissed last week from their
Jobs with Tarrant County Sheriff’s De-
partment. Yesterday was the first time
that White has publicly discussed his
involvement.

“Ido not blame Sheriff Carpenter for
moving quickly and decisively in this
matter,” White said. “It is important
that all citizens of Tarrant County have
faith in the integrity of their law en-
forcement officers. However, when all
of the facts are known, I hope people

will realize that I am not a member of ;

the Ku Klux Klan.”

White said that he was pressured by
Hall, a former sheriff’s reserve officer.
Kay Moore, the jailer who was dis-
missed, also has said that Hall recruited
her.

Hall’s attorney, Kirk Lyons, a Hous-
ton attorney with the Patriot’s Defense
Foundation, another white suprema-

cist organization, said he has advised
his client not to speak to reporters.

And as White tries to distance him-
self from the Klan, he still is being
pressured to join forces with them, he
said. He said he recently was called by
Mike Holloway, a Houston business-

Strickland said that if Holloway is
soliciting business for another lawyer,
then he will file a grievance against that
lawyer. ‘

“People who speak on behalf of the
Klan don’t speak on behalf of these two
people,” Strickland said of the Whites.
“I don’t want anymore of it. I don’t
want people from the Klan, Klan law-
yers orany other nut group calling these
people.”

The Whites said that Hall was ob-
sessed with the Klan and that obsession
was evident in the pressure he put on
David White to join. The two men met
last spring while they were taking class-
es at a law enforcement academy and
quickly became good friends, White
said. Rosemary White met Hall
through their neighborhood church, the
Las Vegas Trail Church of Christ.

Hall’s wife, a homemaker with two
preschool children, was active in the
church, and the Hall family attended
Sunday services regularly, said the
church’s pastor, who spoke on condi-
tion he not be identified by name.

“He appeared to be a man of deep
principles,” said the pastor. “He is a

in their wedding in August. Hall’s wife
was Rosemary White’s matron of hon-
or.

But David White said the real pres-
sure began in December after he and his
wife decided to watch some Klansmen
at a demonstration at a White Settle-
ment abortion clinic.

“Ihad been driving by the clinic and
had seen them in costume,” Rosemary
White said. “I'm from New York and
thought it didn’t exist anymore. I went
back to the apartment and told David
they were out there and that it was
something he should see. We didn’t see
any harm in just watching them.”

Hall was at the demonstration when
the Whites arrived, David White said.

“We were close friends, and this had
never really come up until the abortion
clinic,” White said.
~ Asthe pressure increased, the couple
agreed that it might get Hall off David’s

-back if White filled out a Klan applica-

tion, even though he had no intention
of actually joining, -

David White filled out the applica-
tion last month. When he later told Hall
that he did not want to go through with

After White was fired, he called
Strickland on the advice of friends.

The whole experience has been a
nightmare, said Rosemary White,
whose baby is due any day.

“It’s traumatic,” she said. “He did
not do anything wrong. Now we are
stuck in the middle of this publicity and
all this ruckus. It is very stressful for
both of us.”

- Strickland said that he agreed to help
White get back his job for no charge.

“Ihaveagreed to represent David for
three reasons,” Strickland said. “First,
and most importantly, because all citi-
zens in this country are entitled to have
a fair hearing of the allegations lodged
against them. . . . Secondly, I feel sorry
for David and his wife Rosemary. They
are in a mess at a time in their lives
when they should be the happiest,
awaiting the birth of their first child.

“Lastly, I view this as a unique op-
portunity to focus some public scrutiny
on the Klan — how it works, who is
involved, how it seeks to intimidate not
only those who differ racially and reli-
giously, but also people like David and
his wife. Perhaps, before this affair is
finished, we — and by we, I mean
David, Rosemary, the Tarrant County
Civil Service Board, the media and I —
can demonstrate to anyone not yet con-
vinced that the Klan and all it repre-

man who helped found the Patriot’s  very polite young man. You'd like the initiation, Hall said White would sents are reprehensive and repugnant to
Defense Foundation, a group that has  him.” have to call the grand dragon, the state  honorable Americans.” ;
helped white supremacists in court cas- At the Beacon Hill apartment com-  Klan leader, and tell the grand dragon Klan leader Bill Walton, who is grand
es. A lawyer for the foundation isrepre-  plex on Las Vegas Trail, the he was backing out. Otherwise, White  dragon of the locally based KKK group,
senting Hall, who with other members  described Tim Hall as likable and reli- _said, Hall would be humiliated. said his organization is planning an |
of the 7th Security Police Squadron at  able. Hall, who lived in the apartments, White did not make the call. About anti-pornography demonstration from |
Carswell Air Force Base are receiving  worked asa courtesy officerat thecom- three days after he filled out the appli- = 2p.m.to4p.m. today at the Adult Book
an administrative discharge from the  plex, a cluster of two-story brick apart- cation, Hall showed up at the Whites'  Store on Jacksboro Highway, about two
service for their Klan involvement. ment units in far west Fort Worth near  apartment to take White to the initia-  miles north ofthe Lake Worth Bridge.
“He said if I wasn’t a plaintiffin his ~ Carswell Air Force Base. tion. That is when Rosemary White :

case, I was going to be a hostile wit- Hall introduced the Whites to each  says she kicked Hall out of their apart- Staff writer Mary Rogers contribut-
ness,” White said. other last year, and Hall was best man * ment. ed to this report.
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By M.C. MOEWE
Special to the Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — A 2l-year-old

3
1

\ 1

> Fort Worth woman died Wednesday

after giving birth to a son two hours
| after being arrested for a parole viola-
| tion,
' Vallery Johnson was arrested by Fort
Worth police after being accused of
‘\ﬁ violating a parole order. She was arrest-
| ed at the North Hills Manor Apart-
ment, 3701 Kearney Ave., where she
'lived with her mother, at 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.

Two hours later, Johnson, who was
eight months’ pregnant, was taken to
John Peter Smith Hospital, police said.

(i She died at 4:50 p.m., Sheriff Don

Carpenter said.

' Johnson died after a brain hemor-
rhage but Tarrant County Medical In-
vestigator R.O. Medford said the cause
of the hemorrhaging is not yet know.

“There was no trauma involved,”
Medford said. “This will be a natural

. death. Something caused that vessel to
! burst but we don’t know what it was,”

| he said.

ry Wright, a hospital spokesman.

John Peter Smith hospital. -

“It’s a miracle baby,” said Wynema
Johnson, Vallery’s mother. “Because

the doctors said she was brain dead an
she wasn’t breathing.”

Carpenter said Vallery Johnson was
turned over to the county jail by city
officers 34 minutes before she was tak-

en to the hospital.

The jail doctor and nurses examined
Johnson and decided she should be sent

to the hospital, he said.

“I'm confident my people did every-

thing they could,” Carpenter said.

“She was in pretty bad shape when

she was brought in,” he said.

Wynema Johnson said police told '
(More on BIRTH on Page 22) .

But, doctors were able to save her
baby boy, her sixth child, through an
emergency Caesarean section, said Jer-

The as-yet unnamed 2-pound infant
‘was in critical condition yesterday at

dies after giving birth

—her that her daughter had been com.
- plaining to officers of headaches,

“I was told that the police told her
they couldn’t give her nothing for her
headaches,” she said.

Vallery Johnson had been complain-
ing of the headaches for the last few

- months and had a cold, but had not

been to a doctor for more than a year,
her mother said.

The arrest report filed by Officer
D.S. Meza said nothing of Vallery
Johnson being ill or complaining of
headaches, said M.C. Slayton, city jail
supervisor.

“Only that she was eight months
pregnant,” Slayton said.

Once aprisoner is handed over to the
sheriff’s department, they become the
county’s resonsibility, Slayton said.

According to the arrest report, Meza
woke Vallery Johnson up at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday to arrest her.

Meza had been trying to serve the
warrant since Jan. 5. He received a tip
in January through a Crime Stoppers
informant that Vallery Johnson had
been seen climbing out her apartment

. window to avoid police.

The arrest report did not say what
Valley Johnson was on parole for. How-
ever, Wynema Johnson said her daugh-
ter was on parole after being convicted
in 1987 of aggravated assault. The
younger Johnson had stopped meeting
with her parole officer.

“She got to the point that she didn’t
care,” Wynema Johnson said.

Wynema Johnson said she took care
of four of her daughter’s children —
Damion Johnson, 6, and Anthony
Johnson, 4, Nicole Johnson, 7, Ashley
Johnson, 3 — while their mother was in
prison.

A cousin took care of 2-year-old Ali-
cia Johnson, she said.

Vallery Johnson was born in Fort
Worth and  attended Washington
Heights Elementary and North Side
High School.

A review of what happened will be

. doneby the Sheriff’'s Department, after

the mm examiner’s report is fin-

ished, Carpenter said.
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Klan chlefs say pair weren’t pressured to join

THOMAS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — Two Ku Klux

Klan leaders yesterday challenged the
contentions of two former Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department em-
ployees that they were pressured or
lured into joining the white suprema-
cist organization.

“They’re just trying to get their

backsides off the hook,” said Bill Wal-
ton, an Arlington resident and leader
of a Fort Worth-Dallas Klan faction.
“Don’t believe them for a minute.”

David White, who was dismissed
nine days ago from his job as a
dispatcher, has said Klan recruiter
Timothy Hall was so ardent that he
filled out an application just to get
Hall off his back.

Another fired employee, jailer Kay

~ joining the Klan by Hall’s offer of cut-
rate cigarettes from the Carswell Air
Force Base post exchange. Hall has
been a sergeant with the base’s 7th
Security Police Squadron.

Hall, through a representative, also
disagreed with White’s and Moore’s
contentions,

Mike Holloway, director of the
Houston-based Patriot’s Defense
Foundation, said: “‘Airman Hall vig-
orously denies all allegations of pres-
suring former Deputy White or for-
mer Deputy Moore into joining the
Klan. These allegations can be ex-
plained by the predicament that they
find themselves in, their iaeed to curry

Mike Holloway: His group
is representing 3 airmen

favor.”

In addition to issuing Hall’s denial,
Holloway, speaking at a news confer-
ence at the Holiday Inn on University
Dirive, said his group is representing
Hall and two of the four other airmen
who are being given involuntary ad-
ministrative discharges from the Air
Force after being investigated for
Klan involvement. Holloway refused
to name the two other airmen and
backed away from a statement he
made Thursday that the group is rep-
resenting Sgt. Mike Saylor.

The airmen had been expected to
appear, but they chose not to while
their discharges are pending, Hollo-
way said.

Holloway and Kirk: Lyon, the

group’s attorney, said they will take
up legal representation of the three
after what they predicted would be
the airmen’s certain discharge *“Tues-
day or shortly thereafter.”

Capt. Barbara Carr, Carswell’s
chief of public affairs, said a decision
in the airmen’s cases could come as
early as Wednesday. The airmen have
until the close of business Tuesday,
she said, to challenge their discharges
and a decision “could come pretty
soon after that.”

Lyon said the three airmen his
group represents have formally rebut-
ted their discharges on the grounds
that they have a right to associate with
the Klan.

The five discharges are being pur-
sued under authority of a 1986 mili-
tary directive stating personnel must
*‘reject participation in organizations

that espouse supremacist causes [and
that] attempt to create illegal discrim-
ination based on race, creed, color,
sex, religion or national origin.”

Holloway called the regulations va-
gue and said: “The Air Force nor any
of the armed forces are allowed to be
the sole arbiter of permissible thought
for its servicemen.

“Now because of political ex-
pediency, media hype and bureau-
cratic overreaction, these men have
seen their careers destroyed and their
families thrown into a tempest,”” Hol-
loway said.

*“The very name Ku Klux Klan con-
veys extremely loaded images to the

average American,” Holloway said.
"I‘hlsmedla-dlmpd.populanmase
has reached a point where somehow
Klansmen belong to a criminal organ-
ization per se and have no rights that
government or society is bound to

X s
Holloway’s organization has been
closely tied to various white suprema-
cist groups, but he has said he isnota
Klan member. »

He described the Klan as a “non-
violent, white, self-interest fraternal
organization whose exclusivity is no
different than acceptable groups such
as the Masons, fraternities or sorori-
ties on college campuses, private all-
white country clubs and the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution.”

Walton, who was questioned at a
Klan anti-smut demonstration at an
adult bookstore earlier in the day, said
the group is “not involved in criminal
activity.” !

Eight Klan members, four in white-
or black-hooded robes, attracted sev-
eral dozen onlookers as they picketed
the bookstore on Jacksboro Highway
in northwest Tarrant County.

The two-hour demonstration, de-
scribed by Klan members as a protest
against what they called pornography
perverts and homosexuals, was peace-
ful but not without incident.

At one point, the occupant of a
passing car exposed himself to the
picketers. Two sheriff's deputies
chased and caught the man and issued
him a Class C misdemeanor citatiog.
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in theater

OK, you crazy,
pointy-headed Ku-
' Kus, I'm warning

. pieisloaded.

. It was about
this time last year
. that I went to a Ku
STEVE Klux Klan news
BLOW conference  and
" only way to deal with these dimwits is hu-

mor. ~
If grown men want to put on pretty

lic, let’s just call it a clown parade and en-
joy the show.

“Maybe you remember that last meeting.
I had never seen such a display of low-
voltage thinking. The first person I met
was introduced as the “Exalted Cyclops.”

I couldn’t quite believe my ears, so I
asked him to spell it. Bless his heart. “Uh
...,” he stammered.

- The poor Exalted Cyclops finally had to
dig his official Cyclops ID card out of his
wallet and read me the spelling.

The Kluxers had planned a recruiting
drive then but decided it was too darned
cold. So they settled for a less strenuous
news conference.

irritated by my teasing that they thought
for a while of paying me a “midnight
visit.” I figure they just didn’t want to stay
up that late.

. I hadn’t heard much from the Klan
since then. Foolishly, I had thought that
last shot of seltzer up their sheets might
have persuaded them to be goofy in pri-
vate.

But no. Grab the cream pies, the clowns

In the defense department

Apparently they were busy recruiting
new nitwits in the Tarrant County sher-
iff’s office and the Air Force. Two deputies
and five Carswell security officers have
becn bootedfor lleged Kia invaivenent,
The Ku-Ku at the center of this deal is
one Tim Hall, an Air Force sergeant who

was a security officer and reserve deputy | L
sheriff. In the Klan, he’s known as Kleagle |

J.D, Calhoun.

‘‘‘‘‘

you. This cream

decided that the |

white dresses and march around in pub-

I heard later that the KKKooks were so -

Did you see his defense? “I believe you
can be a good citizen and a good Klansman
as long as you don’t mix the two.”

Um, that's real good, Tim, or J.D. Do you
renounce your citizenship on weekends?

The two deputies now claim they were
sort of tricked and badgered into joining

Well, now, that’s a mistake anyone
could make. Fill out a form, offer a solemn
pledge and, wham, you discover you've ac-
cidentally joined an infamous cross-burn-
ing white-supremacy hate group.

Oh, THAT Ku Klux Klan. You can imag-
ine their embarrassment. Maybe they were
thinking of the Triple-A.

I called Bill Walton, the KKK Grand
Dragon. He was thrilled to hear from me

“Qur girls wanted us to go hang you af-
ter that last deal,” he said. “I told them, ‘No
way. If that dude gets hurt, they’ll come
kicking in our doors.’ ” (He’s right, girls.
Think of your doors.)

Mr. Walton said the KKK has come a |
year. An Exalted Cy-
ed to spell it

| | W Lawyer r looks to right.

e gm » e
ACP, he wouldn’g‘g i

done one egal. Period.”

Now there’s a record to be proud of —
almost two whole years without a crime.

If Mr. Walton is so proud of his KKK
leadership, you would think he might use

He was agitated when I asked about
that. “That is my name,” he insisted. “‘'m
not going to show you my birth certificate
just to prove a point, but I know what my
mama named me.”

" And so do I — William Benton Latham.
But they called him Billy.

It's odd. Just a few weeks ago Carswell
Air Force Base made news for kicking out
homosexuals. The Klan was all for it. Now
it's KKK members who are out.

- Gays and the KKK. Such strange bedfel-
lows.

| members eventually were fired.

 Carpenter said after he dismissed
| reserve deputy Timothy Hall, jailer

Firings for |
Klan ties |

not unique
Law offcers lost jobs

By Selwyn Crawford
" Fort Worth Bureau of The Dallas Morning News
FORT WORTH — The three Tar-
raht County sheriff's deputies fired
last week because of their member- ¢
ship in the Ku Klux Klan are widely
believed to be the first Texas offi-
~ cers to lose their jobs because of
' their involvement, but national
Klan experts said the cases are not
isolated. :
Since 1978, there have been at ¢

24A
least six other documented cases
nationwide of Klan members work-
ing for law enforcement agencies.
In each of those cases, the Klan

“That stuff went out a long time
- ago,” Tarrant County Sheriff Don

- Kay Moore and dispatcher David
. White. “If it didn’t, it should have.”

' Klan observers stress that the
' problem of police officers’ being
' members of hate groups is small
. and even decreasing, much like
' Klan membership nationwide.

~ National estimates tallied by the
' Anti-Defamation League of B'nai
- Brith show Klan membershipinre- =
| cent years peaked at 11,500 in 1981,
| but declined to 5,500 in 1988, the last
year for which figures are avail-
able.

Observers say that even one
Klan member in a police or sheriff’s |
department can represent a |

menace. e .

e Bllns Porning News
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Carpenter commended for
firing hate group member,s

Among other cases collected by |

the Southern Poverty Law Center:

‘® William Baker, a Baldwin,
Miss., police officer, who was fired |

. dedication to racist ideas,” the ap-
~~pellate court ruled. The court also
said ;that law enforcement officers

“are subject to greater First Amend-

after attending a Klan rally in Tu- |

pelo, Miss, wearing a Klan robe .

over his uniform;

m Joyce Colwell, a Middletown,
Ohio, police trainee who was fired -
for lying'to the police chief about |

her Klan connections;

B Robert McMullen, a Duval
County, Fla, civilian sheriff’'s em-
ployee who was fired in January
1982 when it was discovered that he

. was a Klan official;

B Robert L. Morris, a sergeant

in the Prichard, Ala., Police Depart- \
. ment who was fired in September |
1982 for helping place Klan signs |/

along a Mobile, Ala., street;

M Thomas Herman, a part-time |
officer in the Exeter, N.H., Police ||

Department who was fired last year
for his alleged involvement with
the Klan. He was later reinstated.
Despite the six documented
cases' of Klan membership, Mr.

 Welch labeled as “propaganda” a

Klan publication that reported that
the Klan has extensive police con-
tacts.

But Morris Dees, chief trial

counsel for the law center, said that

police departments do have an at-
traction for hate group members
and sympathizers.

“You have a lot of hostility going
on, particularly in your larger po-
lice departments where you've got
affirmative action plans,” he said.
“In a 1985 case that may have
some bearing on the Tarrant
County firings, the 11th U.S. Circuit

i Court of Appeals upheld a lower

court ruling that a Florida sheriff’s

-department was within its rights to

terminate an employee who admit-

B ted being a member of the Ku Klux

Klan.
The court ruled that law enforce-

. ment officials were held to a differ-
' ent standard from the general pub-

% lic, or even members of other
- branches of government.

The “public makes no distinc-
tion in its perception of the Klan as
a...small group of violent extrem-
ists who are imbued with fanatic

ynal Association of
“» “Chiefs of Police committee is look-
.Ang at the causes of racially
J-hmotivated violénce and workmg on

 remedies, san? the group’s presi-
- dent, Charles A. Gruber. The com-

| f«mittée's reporths due in October.

Law enforcement officers are to
“enforce the laws of the state and
municipality in which they live,”
said Chief Gruber, head of the Shre-
veport, La, 'police department.
“When we havae any kind of racism,
we detract from the public trust
that is given to us. There has been a
tremendous upswing in racial vio-
lence in America and we (police of-
ficers) need to find out what we can
do aboutit.”

Ron Hampton, executive direc-
tor of the Washington D.C.-based
National Black Police Association,

| and an 18-year veteran of the Wash- |

ington, D.C, police department,

should be commended.
“They (Klan members) really
have no place in law enforcement,”

| he said.

Mr. Hampton said his organiza-
| tion is concerned about cases such
| as the one in Tarrant County be-

cause “It could exist on any police

department,” even the Washington

force, which is 55 percent black in a

city that is more than three-quar-
| ters black.

“We’re into our third black chief
| now, and we're still dealing with
rednecks,” Mr. Hampton said. “I'd
' be naive to think that they’re not

years away from the time when
black police officers (in Washing-
ton) couldn’t ride in police cars
with white officers or lock up white
people.” .

Bud Meeks, executive director of
the National, Sheriffs’ Association,

also praised Sheriff Carpenter, say- |

/

here. Remember, we're only 25

said Sheriff Carpenter’s actions |

inghe “dh what he had'to do.”

Sgt. Hall listed membership in |
the Sheriffs’ Association on his ap-'
plication to the Tarrant County

Sheriffs' Department, but Mr.
Meeks said membership records list
no Timothy Sherman Hall.

“If you talk to him, tell him not ,
to apply,” Mr. Meeks said, :
Klan experts acknowledge that it
would be almost impossible to weed
out every hate group member from |
all law enforcement departments.
But they are quick to insist that the

problem is not widespread. They
say the public should not view all .
police officers — especially South-
ern ones — as Klan members or
sympathizers.

“I know a lot of Southern police .
officers who would have no prob- -
lem arresting anyone in the Ku
Klux Klan who broke the law,” said
Mr. Teitelbaum of the Anti-Defama-
tion League. “My advice to the pub-
lic is not to tar and feather every-
one who wears a (police) uniform
iust because of a racist few.”

Mr. Briskman acknowledged
that the immediate feelings of
shock and the fear that the sheriff’s
department was full of Klan mem-
bers is a perception caused more by
historical racial concerns rather
than by reality.

" But at least one Dallas resident
apparently doesn’t share Mr. Brisk-
man’s concern. He wrote a letter to
Sheriff Carpenter, saying it‘was a
“shame that you would be a party to
the repression of the white race’and

.an instrument to quell the voices of

dissent.” tait
Sheriff Carpenter did not rep&y

Staff writer Lee Hancock Wﬂﬁﬁb—
uted to this report.
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Partial list of white supremacist groups in the u;s. - 1989

AKu Klux Klan - White - robed
advocates of white supremacy.
Post-Civil War origins, with
lynchings and cross burnings its
historic4rademarks. Closed to
Jews, atheists and people of color.

¥ Identity - Church groups
preaching that Jews are children
of Satan and WASPs are the
children of God. Forecast racial
war.

iNeo-Nazi - New-age idolizers
of Adolf Hitler.

SOURCE: Klanwatch

Briskman said Walton’s group has
only six active members. Walton will
not disclose his membership but says

his enrollment exceeds Briskman’s esti-

mate. ¥

“This [the recent ‘publicity] hasn’t

hurt membership. We installed three
last night. We're growing,” Walton
said. “They [the Anti-Defamation
League] would love to think that” the
Klavern’s numbers are that low.

In Pasadena, Charles Lee leads the
Knights of the White Camellia of the

* Ku Klux Klan. That chapter has
marched in Austin, Dallas, Houston

and San Antonio. _

In 1983, when Lee’s followers
marched in Dallas, they put 61 people
on the street. They were recruited from
throughout Texas and parts of Louisi-
ana, Briskman said.

A third, fledgling Klavern is the
Waco Knights of the KKK. Michael
Lowe is the Exalted Cyclops of the
chapter, which has been feuding with
Walton’s for members.

Lowe’s chapter has a handful of
members, most of them from around

 Waco, Briskman said.

@Posso Comitatus - Members

believe government authority
should stem from the county
sheriff, Practice survivalism,
paramilitary training and
Identity beliefs.

0 Skinheads - Racial hatred is

0 Other - Aryan Nation, Order,
Separatists or Nationalists,
Confederate National Congress,
League of Pace Amendment
Advocates, Mountain Church,
Third Position or Aryan
Socialism, Covenant, Sword and
Army of the Lord, Fifth Era

their ideology and violence their Klansmen, Populists.
sole tactic.
TG
The Waco Knights hav; been mail-  what they can do. . o
ing letters to businesses since 1987, Most Klan members are former mili-

chastising them for purchasing newspa-
per advertisements honoring Martin
Luther King Jr.

This year, the group sent letters to
Waco homeowners urging them not to
sell their homes to non-whites. The let-
ters blamed minorities and homosexu-
als for many of the nation’s problems.

Briskman said Lowe is an intelligent
individual who is somewhat charismat-
icand who uses more mainstream argu-
ments — such as the economic effects
of undocumented aliens — to attract
members.

"“That would be someone I would be
concerned about and watch,” he said.

Yet, Briskman and Klanwatch, a di-
vision of the Southern Poverty Law
Center, say anyone watching the Klan
should not be concerned about how
many members there are, but about

tary men, well-versed in weaponry and
commando techniques; observers say.

“The real issue and proper focus is
not that they are not growing — it is
their potential for violence,” Briskman
said. ¢ § =5

Their infiltration oﬂaw enforcement
agencies is particularly troubling be-
cause law officers carry guns and have
access to sensitive information, said
Danny Welch, chief investigator for
Klanwatch. 4

“The scary aspect of it with law en-
forcement is that white supremacists
have a strong belief and strong dislike
of anyone who is not white,” he said.

“If I was a minority, it would be a
scary situation. They have just cause to
be alarmed.” !

Staff writers Boh Mahlburg and Hol-
lace Weiner contributed to thisreport.




Kirk D. Lyons, head of the Patri-
ots Defense Foundation, based in
Houston, which is representing one

ties, said the uproar created by the
firings could be dangerous.

“I think it could very well start a
witch hunt, which could be damag-

' to the morale of the law en-
forcement departments across the
country,” he said. “Unless there is a
clear and present danger of a civil
rlghts violation or a criminal act,
it's none of the police department’s
business.”

Mark Briskman of Dallas, the re-
gional director of the League,
raised an often-voiced concern
about Klan members in law en-
forcement.

“A Kluxer on a police depart-
ment is a problem because they've
got access to levels of information
that the average person does not
have,” he said. “And what do they
do with that information? You can
bet they use it for Klan purposes.”

Most opposition to extremist

of the fired Tarrant County depu-'

“I’d be naive to think
that they’re not here.
Remember, we're only

25 years away, from, the ...

time when black police

officers (in Washington) poIing %p:raﬂm

couldn’t ride in police
cars with white officers
or lock up white

people.”
— Ron Hampton,

National Black

Police Association

group members in law enforcement

may be based on that fear of access
to information, said Danny Welch,
chief investigator with the South-
ern Poverty Law Center, an organi-
zation based in Montgomery, Ala.,
that offers legal assistance in civil
rights cases.

“To us, it’s a simple fact that a

man that subscribes to white supre-

———#l Knights of the Ku Klux Kian

FW Klan dismissals unusual f
but not without precedent °

macist beliefs could never enforce
the law without bias,” Mr. Welch "
said. “And no doubt, he would have | g
access to confidential records kept |

within the police department ...

thatcouldbt‘zpmtousehjgal 4
mlp!' fasl] 1094 mrel o) dH )A /

Mr. Welch recounted a case in-

Ahx ‘E‘
Patriot Squad, or COPS, had !
the police department’s cri
formation computer for non-police
activities.
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+ Four airmen
discharg
- Kl

Action

fifthman

takenon

BAKER
Fort Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — The Air Force
drummed four security police officers
out of the military sen.'ice.ymerday,
capping a 10-day investigation regard-
ing their active involvement in the Ku
Klux Klan.
A spokeswoman at Carswell Air
Force Base said the four airmen, who
were not named because of statutory
confidentiality requirements, accepted .

 the discharges voluntarily. i

Capt. Barbara Carr, base sqokés?.
woman, said a fifth man involved in the
investigation had planned to fight the

 discharge but dropped his appeal late

yesterday afternoon. Carr said ﬁml ac- |
tion regarding that airman’s discharge
will be completed within a few days.
“Late this afternoon he decided to
drop his appeal, and now his paperwork
will continue the process,” Carr said.
“When we are talking about his

v paperwork being finished in the near

future, we are talking the next few

”

days. . b
Under the federal Privacy Act, Cars-

wellcannotreleasethcnamofairm_en‘
- discharged or of the one whose dis-

charge is pending, Carr said. .
However, Sgt. Tim Hall has admitted

to being a Klan recruiter, and last week

he hired a Houston law firm with tiesto
the white supremacist movement to de-
fend him. ! ‘

Neither Hall nor his attorneys from

. the Patriot’s Defense Foundation oould.
. be reached for comment yesterday.

Bill Walton, an Arlington resident
and the grand dragon of the Texas
Knights of the KKK, yesterday said the
discharges were unfair. .

“That’s not right. You can be a mem-
ber of anything in the world — the
Communist Party, the Nazi Party —
‘but the Klan is as American as you can

an

From Page 11

get and you can’t belong to it,” Walton
said.

Walton said yesterday that he could
not say why the airmen are not fighting
their discharges. The Klan said Satur-
day that three of the five would be
fighting the discharges.

Hall also was dismissed from his po-
sition as a reserve deputy at the Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department for his
Klan activities. He and two other de-
partment personnellost their jobs be-
cause of Klan associations.

Yesterday, Charlyn “Kay” Moore, a
former Sheriff's Department jailer,
filed her appeal with the Tarrant Coun-
ty Civil Service Commission. She has
said she was lured into the Klan by
Hall’s offer of cut-rate cigarettes.

David White, a former dispatcher,
filed his appeal Friday. White has said
he joined the Klan under extreme pres-
sure from Hall.

Moore has asked that her review be
private, said Gerald Wright, county
personnel director. White has asked for
an open hearing, said his attorney, Jack
Strickland.

“I think everyone’s situation is dif-
ferent, and none of them are that com-
pelling. But his [White’s] is less obnoxi-
ous,” Strickland said.

White was associated with the Klan
foronly ashort time. He hassaid that he
made a “terrible error in judgment”
and that he never paid the initiation fee
or attended meetings.

Moore, however, was initiated into
the Klan and at Hall’s request wrote a
racist poem that forecast a race war and

FW STAR-TELEGRAM
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compared Martin Luther King Jr. to
Adolf Hitler.

Personnel Director Wright said the
civil service commission will decide
within a few weeks when it will conduct
hearings on Moore’s and White’s dis-
missals. i

Hall, a reserve deputy, is not protect-
ed by state civil service laws.

The airmen dismissed from the Air
Force yesterday received general dis-
charges for misconduct . :

Although membership in the Klan
does not violate Air Force regulations,
there are restrictions against active par-
ticipation’in supremacist causes or at-
tempting to create illegal discrimina-
tion.

Active participation includes public-
ly demonstrating or rallying, fund rais-
ing, recruiting and training members,
organizing or leading, say Air Force

‘regulations.

All of the airmen’s discharges have
been reviewed, or will be reviewed, by
Carswell’s legal department and a dis-
charge authority, Carr said.

In this instance, the discharge au-
thority is Carswell’s top officer, Wing
Commander Col. John Sams, Carr said.

The Anti-Defamation League and
Klanwatch, a division of the Southern
Poverty Law Center, two groups that
monitor the Klan, say these dismissals
are the first since a 1986 directive ban-
ning active involvement.

That directive followed the discov-
ery of Klan members at Camp Lejeune,
a Marine base, and Fort Bragg, an army
base, in North Carolina.

Most of those soldiers were dis-
charged after it was determined that
they were engaged in paramilitary
training of members of the Carolina
Knights of the KKK/White Patriot Par-
ty. :
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Ex-guard
pledges to
file suit

BY MAX BAKER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — A former Cars-

well Air Force Base security police offi-
cer, discharged yesterday for his ties to
the Ku Klux Klan, said he did not
violate government regulations or force
anyone to join the organization.
- Sgt. Tim Hall, 25, who acknowledges
being in the Klan since December,
received a general discharge for
misconduct late yesterday afternoon
because of hisactive involvement in the
KKK.

Hall, along with two of five airmen
dismissed for their Klan ties, has
pledged to sue the government to over-
turn the policy that led to their dismiss-
als. They also plan to seek damages and
reinstatement to the service.

The men violated regulations that
prohibit attempting to create discrimi-
nation and participating in suprema-
cist causes, Carswell officials said.

Hall said he knew of the Air Force
restrictions against the organization
and was careful not to violate them.

“I’ll be the point man who will set a
precedent in this country with this
case,” said Hall in a news conference
shortly after his dismissal. “There isn’t
anything wrong with beinga member of
the Ku Klux Klan.

“It is ironic that you can be in the
military and be asked to die for the
rights that you are being denied.”

Hall, 25, said that he never recruited
any Klan members while on duty at the
air base — where he had secret
clearance and patrolled the flight line
— and that he never advocated preju-
dicial ztions or overthrow of the gov-
ernment.

The Klansman, who was also firec

(More on KLAN on next page)

Klan

From previous page

X

from his job as a reserve deputy at the
Tarrant County Sheriff’s Department,
also disputed allegations that he
coerced fellow county employees into
joining the Klan, His firing by the coun-
ty led to the revelations that brought
about his military discharge.

Former Sheriff's Department
dispatcher David White and jailer
Charlyn K. “Kay” Moore are appealing
their dismissals to the Tarrant County
Civil Service Commission. Both said
Hall badgered them into joining the
infamous fraternal organization.

*“No one put a gun to her [Moore's]
head and no one forced her to join,”
Hall said. “I didn’t cost them their jobs.
They joined of their own free will.”

Hall; Airmen 1st Class Daryl Wayne
Davoult and Ronald A. Kennedy; Sgt.

Mike Saylor; and one other airman

were discharged, Carswell officials

married and his wife, Melissa, 19, is
expecting their first child.

He said he did not participate in any
of the Klan’s rallies or protests.

“Yes, I am a member of the Klan,”
Davoult said at a news conference at
the Federal Building in downtown Fort
Worth. “I am loyal to the Air Force and
I have done my job.”

Kennedy was not available for com-
ment. He is single, in his early 20s, and

_served in the Air Force for about a year
and a half, Lyons said.

Although membership in the Klan
does not violate Air Force regulations,
restrictions prohibit actively partici-
pating in supremacist ‘causes or at-
tempting to create illegal discrimina-
tion.

Active participation includes attend-
ing public demonstrations and rallies,
fund-raising or recruiting and training
members. A Defense Department or-
deraddressing this issue wasadopted in
1986.




/indhan

& ___From prevnous page

1) g ———~~—_.':_.__~

{f mlderformk&mtetlmmember
, mpmmemmaromersuchgmups
‘ Wbe“mdzmmﬂictmhtm
! democtauc pnnmpla we are swomto
Ww! doroy

uvvolvem eﬂneatly im ‘

anization devoted to the ha-
isol: ”f,ofamupbmdon‘
wc, mder religion, ethnic back
~romd,natmnalongm,cultumorhfe-‘
" the r
9 mkﬂmstommheeandmtyoﬂimals‘
said yesterday that their policies do not

-Police Chief Mike Heidingsfield said
-that the Police Department is reviewing
its written policies to see if wording
dmare nmdedtomak;thepohcy

Andmﬁngtmmménymm»
‘ney Bob Diaz said, ““We're looking at
; gohcmmexmoemoﬂmwnsdm

AarFm’spolwytosmfthatmay
' we use.

| “cannotand w
Mwwwﬂﬁmhywmoyec '

RIDAY P. M,

: U;w STAR-TELEGRAM
\
©123 FEBRUARY 1990

’Webepmyﬂml‘hﬂsmd
fhemmﬂdtwowmmmat,
w enforcement officials

' %mwwmomemm

‘ : Whﬂescmngas Kleagle of the
> Empire of the Knights of the

7 ‘Klmaqdwasammnterfor‘
" permit Klan membership. But Deputy -

and we may look at variations of Then

m‘i‘:‘m’“mm"‘“ i 'ﬁid%
ﬁemim »ﬁn




L BN T - TR SCE SN TR e

R Y . R, TR IR R

oy

HorRrBLE,

Mondgy P.M., February 26, 1990 .

/ NHOS TALKING AFRICA...

Q" TR

THE? JUST RELEASE ¥
MANDE

Special to the Star- Telegram/BUBBA FLINT

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Point of affiliation

I wish to make a clarification and correction |
of one point mentioned in the story concerning |
me and my former, regrettable affiliation with - |
the Ku Klux Klan. (“Smoking habit started ex- |

jailer’strail to Klan’s burningcross,” Feb. 16)
Your story implied that my purpose for join-

ing the Klan was for advancement in the Tar- |

rant County Sheriffs Department. This is
completely untrue, and the quote you used was
taken grossly out of context. As I told your
reporter Hollace Weiner, my purpose for at-
tending the Sheriff’s Academy was for ad-
vancement in the department. While attending

the academy, I had the misfortune to meet and,

be recruited into the Klan by Tim Hall.

The sheriff’s department has extended every
possible courtesy to me during this unfortunate
incident. Now that I have seen the true nature of
the beast (the Klan), I’'m convinced there is not
room in the law enforcement profession for any
member of such a detestable group.

—Kay Moore
Fort Worth

Klan members knew better

What's all the hubbub about the Air Force
personnel getting discharged? Why are they
wasting everyone’s time over this ““violation of
their rights” stuff? Common sense tells people
whether something they do is right or wrong. I
also tells people if their off-duty affiliations ar¢
compatible with their career and home life.

Don’t tell me these people didn’t know bet
ter. Did they tell their families they joined the
Ku Klux Klan? I doubt it. And why not? Coul
it be that they knew it would look bad and tha
their families wouldn’t approve?

All this looks like to me is that people being
held accountable for their actions and deci-
sions. It looks like these people broke their oath
of allegiance to what they swore they’d uphold,

. and now they have to pay for it. I thought that
was justice. No one forced them to take an oath;
they signed of their own free will. It looks very
simple to me.

—Rebecca Robison
Fort Worth

Evil in darkness

I never thought I would agree with Katie
Sherrod about anything, but I totally agree with
her well-written Feb. 14 column, “Light that
makes goodness grow makes evil shrivel.” The
secretive and dark world of the Ku Klux Klan is
built on a foundation of hatred that translates
into evil. It cannot survive under the bright
lights of truth and justice.

|

Maybe some day Ms. Sherrod will do some
soul-searching and ultimately realize that the
same truth applies to the dark, secretive world

of abortion. Would pro-choice advocates such

as Ms. Sherrod stand still for newspapers to
publicize on a daily basis the names, dates and
places of all those involved in abortions? No,

they would claim right to privacy as would the |

“slugs that live under rocks” and hate the light.
—Milton Bullock
Arlington

|

|
[
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‘NOTHING WRONG’ WITH BEING IN KLAN

Fort Worth Star-Telegram / BEATRICE TERRAZAS

Timothy Hall, right, talks to reporters last night accompanied by his attorney, Kirk Lyons
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: Jailhouse rock

English’s party idea may be a winner

-2

Courthouse regulars sometimes have
referred to the county jail as the Hoose-
gow Hotel. That name might turn out to
be more accurate than they have imag-

~ined.

.County Judge Roy English, who, along
with other county officials, has wrestled
for years with jail crowding, wants to toss
an overnight, Texas-size party in the
county’s new downtown jail when it is
completed. One idea isto turn the jail into
what amounts to a 1,440-bed hotel and
rent space for a night to fun-seeking, char-
ity-minded people.

. Why not? For a fee, people could see
firsthand what they have bought with
thei#-bond money. With friend and foe

alike locked up for a night, they could

dance and eat, whoop and holler and kick |

up their heels.

Money raised at the party could go to |
wgrthy causes. Assistance programs for |
crime victims should be chief among |

them.

Such ajailhouse rock could bringalittle |

levity to the otherwise serious, costly

business of fighting crime and incarcerat- |

ing criminals.

With a little luck, partygoers might
even get a glimpse of the infamous jail
commissary, a.k.a. the Banana Wagon.

Besides, the party would be in the safest
place in town. '

Let ’er roll, Judge Roy.

| FW STAR-TELEGRAM :
| MONDAY P. M.
“{ 05 MARCH 1990
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Making the new jail work
During county jail budget deliberations, jail
Administrator Bill Broome demonstrated by -
his statements that he does not understand the
direct-supervision method of prisoner manage-
'| ment. This is a surefire recipe for disaster be-
cause the new county jail under construction is i
being built in a way that allows only the direct >,

Direct supervision isa prisoner-management { §
system that requires a very strictcode of prison- |
er behavior enforced with progressive sanc-
tions; architecture allowing line-of-sight obser-
vation of every inmate in each day area, single
cells and minimal movement of prisoners out-
side of their assigned cellblock; and close super-, .
vision of prisoners with well-trained guards
‘who remain in control at all times. Direct super-

oM

».+| Klan coverage

Your Feb. 18 front-page story “Smaller Klan |

| remains large threat, foes say” was your best to
| date in your Ku Klux Klan disinformation
| series. !

Itis interesting that the Star-Telegram would

‘ go to the Anti-Defamation League for informa-

tion about the Ku Klux Klan. The league
preaches one thing in this country while Israel
and the Jews practice the opposite. Further, the
league never has anything to say against the
radical Jewish Defense League, which has com-
mitted more violent acts in America than the

| KKK ever thought of. The ADL is expert at
) propaganda and perpetuating itself.

0 i

So, t0o, is Klanwatch, a project of the South-

| ern Poverty Law Center. Attorney Morris Dee,

head of the center, has grown wqalthy so}icmpg :
money based on scare tactics a1med primarily
at liberals and minorities, claiming that the
KKKisgrowingandaverydangerousandreal
threat. Yet information the Star-Telegram
published from Klanwatch indicates that the
KKK is definitely on a fatal decline. Very inter-
esting. A

These so-called experts say anything they
want, and the media report it as fact. An exam-
ple from your story: “Most Klan qxembers are
former military men, well versed in weaponry
and commando techniques, observers say.”. As
a veteran, I'd like to ask you to substantiate
that, please.

I am not a member of the KKK and never
have been. I am just a citizen who would like to
see some unbiased, honest, fair, balanced media

coverage.
—G.L. Wilkerson
 Fort Worth

vision is now used in many jails around the
country and has been found to provide better
1| safety to jail personnel and lower operating
costs. The new jail is being built with the right

]| architecture to allow direct supervision to

work, but the most critical elements — the
commitment of management to making it work
and well-trained jail officers — are sadly miss- .
ing. :

The National Academy of Corrections pro-_
vides several courses for jail officers and man-
agement on how to make a direct-supervision
jail work safely and economically. Theacademy
should be contacted immediately. The new Tar-
‘rant County Jail is a scant eight months fromits
‘projected opening date. The direction now
being taken will result in certain disaster unless
‘it is altered immediately with the education of
jail management and the training of jail staff.

—Clete McAlister
~ Fort Worth

supervision method. &
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' Klan pickets Carswell

over recent dismissals

BY R. ROBIN MCDONALD
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Sixteen mem-
bers of the Invisible Empire of the
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan from three
states picketed Carswell Air Force Base
yesterday afternoon to protest last
month’s discharge of five airmen with
Klan ties.

None of the airmen who were dis-
charged participated in yesterday’s pro-
test, said Great Titan Marty Martin,
who came from Yukon, Okla., to join
the picket line.

Wearing white robes and hoods,
Klan members straddled the road in
front of Carswell’s main and north
gates for about three hours yesterday.

.Some quietly bore the flags of Texas,
the Klan, the Confederacy and the
United States. Others carried signs pro-
testing homosexuality and supporting
Klan members’ right to serve in the
military.

There were no violent incidents or
arrests.

Martin — accompanied by four
Klan members from Oklahoma, in-
cluding his wife, Sheryl — said he came
after Texas Grand Dragon Bill Walton
told him about the discharges and re-
quested his help.

“I feel like anytime somebody can get
fired for their political viewpoints, that
is not what this country isall about,” he

said. “The white, heterosexual male in
this nation is the most discriminated
man in this whole country.”

Last month, the U.S. Air Force dis-
charged the airmen, including Sgt. Tim
Hall of Fort Worth, after Tarrant Coun-
ty sheriff’s deputies learned that Hall
was a Klan recruiter. After deputies
identified Hall at a Klan rally in
Malone, Tarrant County Sheriff Don
Carpenter stripped Hall of his position
as a reserve deputy and fired two other
Sheriff’s Department employees whom
Hall had recruited for the Klan.

The Air Force later discharged Hall
and four other airmen, all of whom
were members of the 7th Security Po-
lice Squadron, citing a military regula-
tion that bans participation in supre-
macist causes.

But yesterday, Fort Worth Klan
member Wayne Bertam said: “We’re
not a hate group, and we are being
labeled a hate group. We do have a right
to serve our country, which involves
military service.”

Bossier City resident Wayne Pierce,
Louisiana’s great titan, said he and two
other Louisiana Klan members joined
Walton’s protest at Carswell because
the discharged airmen *“‘were brothers
and lost their First Amendment rights.”

"The First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution guarantees freedom of
speech.
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ing for rapists, mu;'de:jetsoranyotherviol_e,nt |

criminals.
WA judicial system that allows probation

|

'violatorstocominpetompeandkillbecuuseof |

amiscommunicahonbetweenvariouslaw—en-

forcement agencies. (With today’s communica-

tions technology, this should never happen!)
WA judicial system that does not require
criminals to serve their sentences in full. In-

stead,thissystemsctsnmndatoryeuly-relme !
dates! ‘

WA state Legislature and former
whoﬂlqwapmyMQfMjud;om
tate how we should treat our criminals,

Mr.'lhompson,lfailtoseehoWonejmyun

/) make a mockery of our judicial system because

our judicial system is a mockery of the word

Justice. £
Fort Worth

Mockery of a farce

Concerning Bill Thompson's March 3 col-
umn about the conviction and probation of

Sharon Green, I don’t know how the jury could

havemadesuchadecision.lwam’tthere,andl ‘

don’thaveall the facts. Does Mr. Thompson?

Sharon Green’s probation may well have i
been a mockery of justice. But I can’t blame the

 jury for this because the real mockery of justice

is:
W A judicial system that allows a jury to make
such 4 decision.

Waste at the county jail

Thcsheriﬁ’ofTamConmty,Mr.DoﬁCar- '

penter,state;linthc?a.ﬂStdecgamthﬁt
hecanndthnrgquahﬁedpmonnclasjailbﬁ!-
cers. The sheriff said that most applicants are
proceeded to hire and train jail officers and

havetbcmcomninionedbyme'state.of‘l'm :

Then hetennimtedtheseoﬂicm,mduding
myself, within a 16-week period. I was hired
Sept. 8, 1989, and terminated Dec. 21, 1989,

Anofthuwudoneattheexpmofcomty
taxpayers. As a taxpayer, I think that this is a
blatant waste of money. At a time when taxes

continue to go up, this waste should be investi-
gated. :

—Nelson F. Garland
Fort Worth

these statements, he

|

i

- LETTERSTOTHEEDIToR =~ @

W A judicial system that allows plea bargain-




vetting out of jail

: ,Sectmn 1; Page 14 / Fort Worth Star-Telegram / Tuesday P.M., March 20, 1990 -

-Jail behind schedule,
commissioners told

" BY BOB MAHLBURG
¢~ Fort Worth Star-Telegram
The fears of Tarrant County com-
missioners were confirmed yesterday
“when an official overseeing construc-
“tion of the new 1,440-bed downtown
“jail confirmed it may open five mionths
"behind schedule.
' Ed Rittmayer, project manager for
Gilbane Construction Co., told com-
missioners at their weekly meeting that
‘weather-related delays, testing and
‘training jail guards could push the
opening date to August or September.
. “I'm disappointed,” Commissioner
J.D. Johnson said in aninterview. “I'm
hoping the conversion period will not
take that long.”
- Work on the jail, which was to be
‘substantially completed by April, has
“been delayed several times. The sched-
‘ule was extended again recently due to
“wet weather.
~ Commissioners yesterday also
agreed to seek proposals from contrac-
tors to create space for 48 more prison-
‘ers in a converted warehouse jail.
County Administrator G.K. Maenius
Sald it will cost about $100,000.

7 Sheriff Don Carpenter urged com-
tmssnoners to approve the expansion.
"He said he is worried that state prison
officials will soon reduce the 51 prison-
ers per week accepted from the county,
wluch could cause new jail crowding.

Carpenter said he has received no
pﬂicxal word of a cutback, but he is

ncerned because of a recent court
‘;ulmg ordering the state to accept more
prisoners from Harris County.

~ Commissioners yesterday also:

" m Heard complaints that churches
should not be used as polling places
because the use violates the legal sepa-
ration of church and state. Everett Cox
and Elizabeth Hutchinson urged the
use of “secular locations” such as
schools.

“To ask someone to vote where the
Sunday before someone may have
preached a sermon against a particular
position is an interference,” he said.

Commissioners referred complaints
to Election Administrator Bob Parten.
Parten said he would consider other
locations, but he stressed that political
parties pick polls in primary elections.

| Agreed to borrow more than $46
million to pay for new construction
projects, land and equipment. The
money will be repaid through higher
taxes.

Commissioners will issue bonds to
borrow about $34 million to build a
parking garage, finish the new jail and
courts, and buy equipment for the med-
ical examiner, Budget Director Debbie
Schneider said. The sale will complete a
$114 million bond issue approved by
voters in 1987.

They also agreed to borrow about
$13 million to expand the juvenile de-
tention center and buy land for high-
way projects and future buildings. Bank
One won the nght to handle both sales
after offering interest rates of about 7
percent.
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Smell not sufficient
cause for drug raids,
families say in lawsuit

BY SCOTT WILLIAMS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Two families
whose homes were raided last year
when police thought they literally had
sniffed out drug houses filed a civil
rights lawsuit yesterday saying that po-
lice tactics in Tarrant County are what
really stink.

The suit, filed yesterday in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Fort Worth, seeks unspec-
ified damages for the families — one in
Lake Worth and one in Southlake —
and also seeks to establish that suspi-
cious odors emanating from a private
residence do not constitute sufficient
cause for a police raid.

The Fort Worth attorney represent-
ing the two families says a victory

ould help reaffirm constitutional

ights in the face of what he called

*martial law-style” police tactics in the
tionwide war on drugs.

*“1 still like to go to bed at night,

owing I've not committed a crime,

d know that I'm secure against gov-
emment intrusion,” said attorney Don
Gladden, who served four terms as a
state lawmaker in the 1960s.

i Area police officials, however, said
the civil rights suit threatens to strip
them of a technique that has proven
Successful in detecting drug houses —
private residences converted into labo-
ratories for the production of illegal
:narcotics.

' *“Smelling is a good sense, especially
for an officer that’s been around for a
while,” said Capt. Sam Sosa of the Lake
Worth Police Department.

| The primary defendant in the suit is
the Tarrant County Narcotics Intelli-
gence and Coordination Unit, a coun-

‘tywide task force that has seized nearly |

$50 million in narcotics in its first two
iyears.

1 Named as co-defendants are Tarrant

“ Sheriff !)on Carpenter and the cities of
- Grapevine and Lake Worth, whose po-

lin question.

: In both instances, no narcotics were
':ﬁund and no criminal charges were
‘filed.

. County, District Attorney Tim Curry, |

|

' lice departments assisted with the raids

" Inthe Southlake raid, Gerald Andert

-and several family members were pre-
' paring for his wife's funeral in January
1989 when police stormed into the
house, brandishing weapons and carry-

; ing bullet-proof shields.
| | The occupants of the house, includ-
| ing an 8-year-old child, were forced to

' lie on the floor while police conducted

| their search. Andert, 65, was injured in

j a scuffle with police officers and suf-
| fered a head injury that required 11

| stitches.

In the Lake Worth raid, about three
months later, Kenneth and Charlene
Leatherman were not at home when

police ransacked their house and shot

to death two family dogs.
| The Leathermans filed suit against
 the county last fall in Tarrant County
| District Court, but the case was refiled
| in federal court because of the constitu-
| tional questions.
| The 25-page suit alleges that police
violated the plaintiffs’ Fourth Amend-
' ment and Fourteenth Amendment pro-
tections against unreasonable search

and seizure.
| Andert said he was relieved the suit
' had been filed, saying he has had diffi-
' culty forgetting the fear and humilia-
[tion that he says he experienced as a
' result of the police raid.

“Itried to get it out of my mind,” the

| Southlake resident said, “but it just
| sticks there.”

FW STAR-TELEGRAM |
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The Leathermans could not be | 9'

reached for comment yesterday. The |
lawsuit says the couple and their 12- |
year-old son have moved from their |
home in Lake Worth because of the |
“extreme emotional shock and dis- |
tress” of the police raid. |

Arthur Van Dorn, commander of the
countywide drug task force, declined to
comment on the lawsuit but said his
agency recently toughened its require-

ments for raiding residences suspected
of being drug houses. ;

Rather than acting solely on suspi-
cious odors, he said, officers now are
trying first to gather additional evi-
dence in other ways, such as surveil-
lance outside the house or checking
residents’ arrest records.

“We’re doing much more paperwork
now,” he said. “You do have to take
safeguards and make sure you're not
challenged.”

Joe Cook, president of the Dallas
chapter of the American Civil Liberties
Union, said overzealous police raids
are just one reason that the govern- |
ment’s war on drugs represents “the |
greatest threat to civil liberties that the |
country has ever known.” "

Cook said citizens also should fight |
what he described as unconstitutional
actions against students in public
schools and against employees in the
workplace.

“We're rushing pell-mell toward a
fascist state,” he said.

Lake Worth Police Capt. Sosa and
Grapevine Police Capt. Dale Wilkins
declined to comment on the suit.

The district attorney and the sheriff
could not be reached for comment. The
suit describes Curry as the *“official pol-

i er” of the drug task force, and |
Carpenter as the supervisor of all police
officers in the county.

s

CHEERS: To Jeff Arnold from the Sheriffs
whol_nelpedmg back to Fort

Worth when our pickup caught fire on Inter-
mSOonMard:lS.Thmhforbeiuﬂme,
and thanks to all the people who stopped to
;h;lip.ldldn’tnmmmbmcudblenm
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“County won’t rehire

" the Ku Klus

BY STEFANI GAMMAGE
- Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Two former Tar-
rant County Sheriff’s Department em-
ployees fired for ties to the Ku Klux
Klan lost their bids to be reinstated
when the civil service commission yes-
terday turned down their appeals.

After separate hearings, the commis-

~sion upheld the firings of Charlyn
- “Kay” Moore, a 48-year-old former

jailer, and David White, a 26-year-old
former dispatcher. Both had been with

2 fired for Klan tles

the department since July 1987.

The dismissals resulted from a Sher-/

iff's Department internal affairs inves-
tigation that began after an unidenti-
fied woman phoned the department.
Jan. 31 to say that Tim Hall, then a|
reserve sheriff’s deputy, was a Klan
recruiter.

Hall was dismissed from hns volun--

teer deputy’s post and did not have
status under civil service rules. ¢

In deciding Moore’s case, commis-’
(More on KLAN on Page 9) b

Klan / From Page 1 k

sxonChmnnanMaranllcntedMoores N r h-nn

swore“aﬂdmﬁ!nlothewhlteraoe
throughout her ‘membership in the

‘KKK, which she admits though re-

igrets,” Hill said.

“We firmly believe that people have |
the right to join groups that they wish,” |

he said. “They can’t always do so with
impll" ' 'ty.n

The commission said it had “much |

more trouble” with White’s case, but
chose not to reinstate the dispatcher

because the decision to fire White was |
made “in accordance with rules and |

regulations,” Hill said.
“We have no reason to believe that
and don’t hold th mtejomed

M"We have |
reason to ud evidence to such |
that he certainly filled out an applica-
tion to become a member of the Ku |
Klux Klan, which in his own words was |

ment.”

White told the commission that,
while he eventually signed an applica-
tion for Klan membership, he did not
take part in any other steps he thought
necessary to become a member.

Under questioning by Ann Dia-
mond, Tarrant County assistant dis-

trict attorney, White said he showed
some Klan literature to one person in
the Sheriff's Department.

a senous mistake and an error in judg- ’{i :

White’s attorney, Jack Strickland, .
said White and his wife, Rosemary
. White, could sue in dlstnct oourt or
| drop the matter.

While his client “did not take an

active role* in the Klan and “did notat

any time ever consider himself a mem-
ber* ofthel(lan,hedxdmakea“pmty
serious error in judgment,” Stnckland
said.

Moore was not available f -

M m' an by Hall. Moore said
byHallmto believing that

was a “‘non-violent, passive
o:gamzatlon » She said she is no longer
' a member of the Klan and does not

‘ believe in their beliefs.

David White: Fired
from job as dispatcher

Charlyn
sheriff’s department in 1987

~ | Lt Philip Cranz of the Internal Af-

fairs Division told the commission that
Moore and White attended a class on
civil rights and racial sensitivity in De-

- cember, which Cranz conducted. He

said that racism was discussed and that
frequently he used the Klan asan exam-
ple of a racist organization.

However, Moore said she did not
recall the Klan’s being discussed by
Cranz.

Capt. Jim Minter, head of the depart-

- ment’s Internal Affairs Division, told

the commission Moore had been coun-
seled regarding racial slurs allegedly
made to an inmate in the jail. However,
Moore said she had never been coun-

. seled about her treatment of inmates,

Kay” Moore: Joined
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;;F‘_lprida chief plans
to dismiss officer

BY STEFANI GAMMAGE

3 Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Timothy S. Hall, a former Tarrant
County reserve deputy and an Air
Force sergeant dismissed because of his
ties to the Ku Klux Klan, has returned
to law enforcement in Florida, but it
may be only temporary, an official
there said yesterday.

“I don’t want anyone with KKK or
Black Muslim ties,” said Lonnie Lash-
ley, police chief of the Century Police
Department in Florida. “I feel like he
should have come forward with that,
and he didn’t; therefore, he’s [going to
be] terminated.”

Hall began working with the depart-

‘ment March 23 and is in a six-month

probation period, Lashley said.

~__Onhisapplication, Hall did not men- ‘
& tion his work as a reserve deputy with
. the Tarrant County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment but indicated he was discharged
from the Air Force and had worked
with the sheriff’s department in Santa
Rosa County, Florida, Lashley said.

~The chief said he has not yet dis-
cussed the matter with Hall.
“He’s coming in Monday. That’s
(More on HALL on Page 30)

Hall

From Page 25

when I'll let him know,” he said.

Hall could not be reached for com-
ment.

Lashley said he was surprised to
learn from a reporter about Hall’s links
with the Klan.

“I tell you, it shocked me,” he said.
“He’s a real polite individual. He’s
courteous to people when he talks to
people.”

Century, about 40 miles north of
Pensacola, Fla., and about 60 miles east
of Mobile, Ala., is a rural community
that has about a 50-percent black popu-
lation, Lashley said.

Hall’s attorney, Kirk Lyons of Hous-

"ton, said Hall has resigned from the

Klan.

“He is no longer a member, an‘d 1
believe he turned in his robe . .. not
that he’s changed his belief structure or

FW STAR-TELEGRAM -
SUNDAY EDITION
1 APRIL 1990 9%

anything like that,” Lyons said..:He
doesn’t want to stir the pot more
it’s already been stirred.” ‘

Lyons talked with Hall yesterd:
would not comment on the conversa-
tion, citing client privileges.

Lyons said he did not want an i-
tional problems arising out of Hall’s
Klan membership while Hall and two
other airmen discharged from ,
Air Force Base fight their di

Although no lawsuit has been '
Lyons pledged to sue the Department
of Defense and the Air Force to ovgr-
turn the policy that led to the
als. He also said he would seek {
and reinstatement for the forme&”r-
men ‘

Hall and two other Tarrant County
Sheriff’s Department employees.were
fired in February after an investigation
revealed their link to the Klan. isfis

On“mmmuhxﬂn1un§:;§¥éz
Civil Service Commission 1

firings of Charlyn “Kay” Moore, ‘q{ -
ngerjailer,and David White, a fo ;
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Ex-deputy with Klam

ties fired in Florida

Hall was also dismissed because he did / Hall’s attorney, Kirk Lyons of Hous-

BY STEFANI GAMMAGE
Fort Woith Star-Telegram

Timothy S. Hall, a former Tarrant
County reserve deputy and an Air
Force sergeant dismissed because of his
ties to the Ku Klux Klan, has lost his job
as a police officer in Florida.

Lonnie Lashley, chiefof the Century,
Fla., Police Department, said yesterday
that he terminated Hall on Saturday,
the day after he learned that Hall had
been affiliated with the Klan in Texas.

|
L
T
|
|

not mention on his application his ' ton, said, “His [Hall’s] whole life has

work as a reserve deputy with the Tar-  been turned topsy-turvy again for the

rant County Sheriff’s Depanm ~second time in as many months.

s

Lashley said. : " “Themanhasgotawxfeandtwo‘\

Hall, who began working wmi &s " % h to
Century department March 23 mi Kids” Lyons said. “How’s he going
in a six-month probation period, told
Lashley that he had resigned from the Anbarcement.
Klan, Lashley said. /

“He said he just made a mnshb," ~ reted that out is showing his mean-
Lashley said. sﬁaedness And I think any altruistic

\ - motion of the public’s right to know is

Panel sustains firing
of officer tied to Klan

BY STEFANI GAMMAGE
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

The firing of former Ku Klux Klan
recruiter Timothy Hall from a Florida
police department was upheld Monday
by a three-member committee of the
town’s council, officials there said yes-
terday.

Hall, a former Tarrant County re-
serve deputy and an Air Force sergeant
who was dismissed because of his ties to
the Klan, was fired by Police Chief
Lonnie Lashley on March 31, the day
after he learned Hall had been afﬁhated
with the Klan in Texas,

Lashley said he also dismissed Hall
because he did not mention on his job
application his work as a reserve deputy
with the Tarrant County Sheriff’s De-
partment.

A three-member committee appoint-
ed to hear the former police officer’s
appeal voted unanimously to uphold
the chief’s firing, said Councilman Wil-
liam Willet Jr.

Theacuonwastakcn“fortheharma
ny in the community. We are trying to
keep that,” Willet said.

“He [Hall] since then has mgned
[from the Klan], of course, but the stxg-
mansthereandpeoplesullfeel it is
there,” Willet said.

Century, about 40 miles north of

- combination of many factors played a |

" iff’s Department employees were fired |

“horse dung. This is a case of making
-sure a Klanner never getsto work in law
 enforcement as long as he lives.”

Hall and two other Tarrant County
Sheriff's Department employees were
fired in February after an investigation
revealed their link to the Klan.

Pensacola, Fla., and about 60 miles east Hall and four others with Klan ties
of Mobile, Ala., isaruralcom - ityof | Were discharged from Carswell Air
2,600 residents that has about a 50- | Force Base in February.
percent black population.
The Associated Press reported that |
Hall expressed regret that he had be- | .
come associated with the Klan. Hall ||
was not available for comment. But |
Hall’s attorney, Kirk Lyons of Houston, |
said he was not aware that hisclienthad |
ever renounced his Klan affiliation. |
Lyons talked with his client after his |
appeal was denied and described Hall |
as “pretty despondent about it.” !
A loud outcry from membersof Cen- |
tury’s black population played arolein |
the appeal’s denial, Lyons said. AN
“I think the people of Century, Fla., |
because of basically the hysteria of a j
vocal minority, are being deprived of a |
very fine police officer,” Lyons said. |
Century Mayor Edward Ross said a

part in the decision.
“It just couldn’t be,” he said. “We |

wanted to wash our hands and go.”
Hall and two Tarrant County Sher-

in February after an investigation re- |
vealed their link to the Klan. Hall also |

support them. All he’s ever done is law

The investigative reporter who fer-

was one of five airmen discharged from |
Carswell Air Base in February for tiesto |

the Klan.
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o Crimedistrict — III
F ingerprint system could help police

| & “AFIS systems are operating successiul-

,.

A (Third of a six-part series)

‘Not long ago, a working couple re-
turned home at the end of the day to
discover that a burglar had been there in
 their absence. Many cherished items were
missing, with the loss amounting to thou-

sands of dollars.

.~ When the police arrived, the couple
‘pointed outtwoitemsthattheburglarhad

left behind, thinking that they would be
useful sources of possible fingerprints and
thus helpful in solving the crime. The
officers virtually ignored them and with

good reason.

, The police know better than anyone

‘that trying to track down a criminal by
fingerprints often can be an exercise in
. futility because the slow, archaic system

. of fingerprint tracing can be a waste of

'ly elsewhere. The Dallas Police Depart-
~ iment, for example, recently established
. ‘one. Dallasisthe largestcity in thearea, so

a ‘major part of what could become a

~ ‘regional AFIS is up and running. With

that major component in place, a regional

 system could be established comparative-

‘ly quickly.
Large and small city police depart-

~ ments would benefit from an AFIS sys-
" tem. AFIS would have a data base that

“effort. Too much time is required to

search the storage files manually for a

- ‘matching set of fingerprints.

" That couple’s experience is common.
In Tarrant County, the various police
agencies answer well over 1,000 calls dai-
ly, and a sizable number of them involve
burglaries and other crimes in which an
updated fingerprint-tracking system
would aid the investigation and result in
improved apprehension of criminals.

But each day, police come face-to-face
with a fact of life: Fingerprint tracking has

would be started with fingerprints now on
file and be supplemented as the finger-

' prints of newly apprehended suspects are

fed photographically into the computer-
‘ized system. Then, as prints are recovered
at crime scenes, they could be matched
against those in the system to help make
arrests.

Usually, the cross-checking could be

- done almost instantaneously. Each par-

ticipating law-enforcement agency could
place fingerprints into the system, and

" each could retrieve them. The result
. would be a vast, electronic fingerprint

storage and tracing network that would

' identify lawbreakers.

The use of AFIS has been under consid-
eration here for some time. There have
been suggestions that Tarrant County

~ government install one for use by the

not been brought into the computer age.

There still is too much reliance upon the .
" Such a system would cost the county an

- cumbersome, time-consuming paper-fil-

ing system, and it is neither fast enough
norreliable enough to provide police with
solid information about the criminals

__ that could be quickly obtained if modern

technological tools were at their com- .

mand.

~ ~ To provide law-enforcement officers

:with a quicker, more dependable method
.of tracing suspects through fingerprints,
:an automated fingerprint identification

.system (AFIS) has been recommended as

.part of the proposed Tarrant County
:Crime Control District, on which citizens
-will vote May 5. It might be limited to a
‘countywide fingerprint system or it might

.‘become part of a regional system. In ei-

‘ther case, all police agencies within the

g 'wopc of the system would be able to
- ‘participate, perhaps on a gser-gfee basis.

county sheriff’s department, the city po-

lice departments and possibly others.

estimated $3 million.

But county government has been un-
able to afford it, primarily because of
escalating county criminal-justice costs.
Those rising costs mainly are associated
with building and operating new jails to
accommodate an inmate overflow caused
by the state prison system’s inability to
house all felons.

As part of the improvement strategy for
the crime-control district’s criminal-jus-
tice system, however, money would be

~ available for AFIS. Should any Tarrant
- County system be part of a larger regional
~ system, the cost to Tarrant County, offi-

cials say, might be only about one-third of

 the projected $3 million that it would cost

Tarrant County to establish AFIS by it-
self.

-
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AFIS is one of about 100 programs in |’
the crime-control district’s game plan. |:
Others range from giving police addi- |
tional state-of-the-art equipment and hir- |

ing more narcotics officers to establishing |
1 aboot camp for youngoffendersand step- |

ping up substance-abuse treatment cen- |
ters. EXLH ;
All of the ideas are not entirely new, [
though many would be new to Tarrant
- County. Many of them have been usedin ¢
 other places, and some have been under |
' consideration here. The money simply |
. has not been available to try them. The @
crime district would provide it. f




Otwells
refuse to
leave jail

Minister, son arrested | :

over feeding homeless

BY MARY HULL
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — The Rev. W.N. |
Otwell today refused two bail bonds- |

men’s offers to free him and his son
from the Tarrant County Jail at no
charge.

Otwell was arrested yesterday on
charges that he did not obtain a license
before feeding sandwiches to the home-
less. His son was arrested with him
when the son attempted to prevent po-

lice from taking his father away in |

dcuffs.
iff Don Carpenter said this
rning the preacher declined the of-
fers of at least two bail bondsmen to
spring them for free.

Carpenter also indicated he would
prefer not to have the Otwells in the
overcrowded jail.

This morning 3,200 inmates were in

the jail, a jail official said. Legally it can |-

hold 2,601.

“I need my jail for criminals that
need to be put injail,” Carpenter said.

Otwell, taking a break from a basket-
ball game with his son in the jail recre-
ation area, said he had received calls
from around the nation, from people
offering money and encouragement.

|

|
i
|

Otwell said he will remaininjailuntil |

he determines what the city has in mind
for him.

He said he has received more than 80
citations for failing to obtain the food
license, but that in the last four weeks
the city had sent none.

But he said that when he and his
family arrived at the Water Gardens
yesterday, he knew he might be going to
jail.

The police were everywhere, hesaid.

(More on OTWELL on Page 6)

T

Otwell

From Page |

. Otwell chastised police for the way
| they handled the arrest.

. Hearrived in a motor home contain-
" ing his wife, two sons, their wives and
_ his six grandchildren. '

. When they saw their grandfather
| being arrested, the grandchildren cried,
. Otwell said.

' He said he told officers he would be
+ willing to exit the motor home volun-
 tarily if they would allow him to park it
. atthe Water Gardens. But, he said, they
! did not give him that option but hand-
i ;uffed him and took him to jail.

i “I said I would not come off (the

| motor home) without a warrant and
 they did not show meanything,” Otwell

said. ;
“We have not done aynything

« ‘wrong,” Otwell said. He said his son
. was arrested when he held onto his
| father’s arm and refused to let go when
© police told him to.

followers witnessed Otwell’s arrest,
‘along with that of his son, Rocky
~Otwell, 30. The younger Otwell was
arrested on charges that he interfered

 with his father’s arrest, which had been
~ sought since a warrant for the funda-
mentalist preacher was issued two |

weeks ago.
Rocky Otwell was being held in lieu

ofSSOObailfortheClassAmis-‘

~ demeanor. His father was jailed on 13
- Class C misdemeanor charges of opera-
ting a food service without a license, a

™

| jail official said.
" He had been fined $227.50 on one

count and $192.50 apiece on seven.

. Fines on the remaining five counts had

not been determined this morning.
Two Otwell followers, one of them
accompanied by her 8-month-old
child, picketed in front of the police
station this morning to protest Otwell’s

arrest.

" Steve King and Sandra Robison
shook signs saying, “What Has Pastor
Otwell Done Wrong” and “Pastor
Otwell Is Innocent: Fort Worth Is
~Guilty.” at passing policemen.

“ A vocal crowd of an estimated 100
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“We will do it [picket] till he gets
“out,” King said. ‘
He said members of the church
would attempt to continue the picket
line throughout the day and next Sun-

day would be back at the Water Gar-

dens providing food regardless of
‘whether Otwell was free.

“You have 35 reprobate policemen
come out and arrest Pastor, whose only
crime s feeding the hungry,” King said.

“‘tremindsmeofll.itlmaniaandwlmt |

v is doing to them.”




The Rev. W.N. Otwell is escorted from his

]thisphototakenﬁomavideopmvidedbyhiss“pporters. ’

He said other church members are

willing to go to jail to be able to contin-

~ ue Otwell’s work with the homesless.

King said it was odd that church mem-

- bers who normally distribute food have

never received citations or been arrest-

- ed while Otwell, who did not distribute

the food, was the one taken into custo-
dy.

' A spokesman for the evangelist said
last night that neither Otwell nor his son
would enter a plea or pay bail.

Since September 1988, Otwell has
been preaching and serving food at the
Fort Worth Water Gardens and city
officials have been writing him cita-
tions, which have gone unpaid, for the
unlicensed operation.

Shortly after 10 a.m., local authori-
ties surrounded the recreational vehicle
in which Otwell was riding when it
stopped at a stop sign while circling the
Water Gardens. Otwell was apparently
in search of an entrance that had not
been blocked by police in anticipation
of his arrival, said City Marshal Nor-
man Donoho.

When Otwell declined to come out of
the vehicle , authorities forced their
way in and found him sitting behind
the driver’s seat, Donoho said.

Rocky Otwell then “wrapped his
arms around the reverend to try to
shield him from arrest while kicking
backward at the officers,” Donoho
said.

During the confrontation, Otwell fol-
lowers who had gathered in the Water
Gardens for his weekly sermon raced to
the vehicle, which was stopped at 14th
and Calhoun streets, a couple of blocks
away from the downtown water park.

Marshals forced Otwell out of his

‘'seat and had to “physically pull him to
‘the [patrol] unit,” Donoho said. Otwell
Ppreached during the entiyé episode, Do-

noho said. : ;

Otwell will not enter a plea in the
case, Gary Prentice, an assistant pastor
at Otwell’s church, said yesterday.

“He’s done nothing wrong,” Prentice
said. “It’s in the city’s hands [to act].

They’re the ones who broke into the |

mobile home. They're the ones who
crossed over the line.”

Outside the jailyesterday, about 10
children of church members chanted,
“We want our pastors back” as several
men carried protest signs.

“Touch not God’s annointed and do
His prophet no harm,” read one pla-
card

An arrest warrant was issued for
W.N. Otwell two weeks ago, but at-
tempts to apprehend him were unsuc-
cessful until yesterday, officials said.

“ Marshals asked Otwell to appear vol-
untarily before a municipal court judge
several times, but he would not, Do-
noho said.

Besides Donoho, 10 deputy city mar-
shals and about five Fort Worth police ,
officers were on hand for the arrest and
crowd control. No one was hurt, Do-
noho said.

The elder Otwell has said he will not
pay the fines, even if it means spending
time in jail.

Rocky Otwell, at an arraignment at 7
last night, turned down a chance to get
out of jail free or at a low cost. “I'm not
going to post a bond,” he told Judge
Th;)mas L.G. Ross in Tarrant County
Jail.

Ross also offered to consider waiving
the $500 bail or allowing the younger
Otwell to enter a pretrial release pro-
gram that would let him pay $40 to get
out of jail.

“At this time I don’t think I will,”
said Otwell, who was wearing prison
clothes. {
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Otwell

From previous page

T

pcnmt were peppered with objections
prosecutor Louis Fierros, who
sa}d Otwell was lecturing during the
ﬁomons of the proceedings set aside to
. ¢hoose jurors.
" Jonesat first told the prosecutor that
| if Otwell chose to spend his time in that
| manner, she would allow it. But later, as

. Otwell continued his preaching, she -

asked him to refrain from drawing con-
~ clusions of the law, which she said

- would be her job.

_ - Otwell asked jurors some rhetorical
| questions: whether they ever attended
| churchsocialsorinvited friendsto their

must seek permits to schedule such
events.

He and his followers have fed the
homeless in the Water Gardens every
Sunday for more than a year.

Security was tight around the court-
room, and some spectators’ purses and
briefcases were searched. About 50 or
60 of Otwell’s supporters packed the
courtroom and about a dozen walted
outside for seats.

Last night at Fort Worth City Coun-
cil, about 30 of his followers called his
arrest an “ungodly” act that goes
against common decency, and asked
the council to dismiss the charges.

““I am saying you’ve got a man in jail
for doing something that is right,”
Otwell supporter Pat Pace told the
council. “And what I expect you all to
do is what is right . . . because you're

One member of Otwell's Heritage |
Baptist Church in Rendon, Cindy |
McCollough, said she should be arrest- |
ed because she helpscookandhand out |

the food.

“I'm here to turn myself in right |

now,” McCollough told the council as
she raised her arms.

City Council members sat quietly
and listened to the 10 speakers.

But Mayor Bob Bolen told the Otwell
supporters that if the church group
wants to feed the homeless, it must
follow the law, as do other groups that
help the needy.

Throughout the proceedings various u

supporters whispered objections and
complaints as questions and statements
were made by the prosecutor. At one
point the judge asked the audience to
refrain from talking because comments
could influence potential jurors.

B ———

| homestoeat,and whetherthey feltthey  not going to stop him.”

>
]
'
)
¥
'
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Pious Jallbll‘ds

Otwell son only seek glory for selves

; At least two of the 3,200 mmates
crammed into a Tarrant County Jail built
for 2,601 should not be in there contribut-
ing to the jail-overcrowding crisis.

. In their quest for publicity, the Rev.
‘W.N. Otwell and his son, Rocky, are un-
necessarily costing the taxpayers of Tar-
rant County money by filling badly need-
led space in the overstuffed jail.

i By ignoring the numerous citations is-
sued to him by the city for dispensing food

withouta permit, Otwell knew that he was

mvmng arrest.

: The city government could not tolerate
such scoffing at the law, even for the sake
of feeding the homeless. After all, there

are many agencies in this city engaged in

feedmg the homeless. They have no prob-
‘lem conforming with city regulations.
' “Otwell, however, apparently believes

cthat he is above the law. His refusal to

a city health permit is in the same
vem as his resistance a few years ago to
J

gemngastatchoense foraboys homethat
he was operatmg in Rendon.

Some would insist that by his fight,
Otwell is dramatizing the plight of the
homeless. The sad truth, however, is that

© Otwell is merely glonfymg himself, ex-

ploiting the issue of the homeless at the
expense of the taxpayers.

Otwell and his son, who has been
charged with mterfenng with his father’s

arrest, have declined either to make bail
or to accept offers from others to post the
bonds for them. In doing so, they are

merely attempting to milk the conflict for

all the publicity they can squeeze out of it.

If they insist on continuing to over-
crowd the jail, the public has no choice
but to oblige them. If Otwell continues to
scoff at the law, the city will have to keep
arresting him until the television crews
and photographers get bored with his
crude theatrics masqueradmg as martyr-
dom.

S—
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“THATS TWO BALONEY ON WHITE. HOLD THE SANCTIMONY.”

Otwell to face 6 charges

FW STAR-TELEGRAM

be back at the downtown Water Gar-
dens on Sunday to distribute food to

. the homeless.

Otwell was arrested Sunday in his

“ | motor home as he and his family were

heading for the Water Gardens, where

/ his church has provided free food to the

homeless each Sunday for more than a

§ year.

Otwell’s son, Rocky, 30, also was

arrested for hindering police after he

Otwell appeared without an attor-
ney, although he said an anonymous
Dallas firm had offered to hire some-
one to represent him in an appeal of his
Tuesday conviction.

He said he did not know the name of
the Dallas company. The attorney, Wil-
liam Burdock, however, withdrew from
the case after it was discovered one of
his firm’s lawyers represented the city
in an unrelated matter, Otwell said.

Burdock was in court this morning

tions. One was resolved in trial Tues-
day, six were dismissed and six more
should be settled Thursday.

Several of the cases about which city
health officials were hazy in remember-
ing some of the facts were dismissed,
said prosecuting attorney Louis Fier-
ros. He said he would be meeting with
health officials before the next trial to
determine which of the remaining cases
would be prosecuted.

FRIDAY P. M,
4 MAY 1990
BY ANITA BAKER grabbed his father’s arm and refused to  and could not be reached for comment.
PRI EYS M T let go. Rocky Otwell was released late  He said he had been told the Dallas
FORT WORTH — The Rev. W.N. Wednesday after a local bondsman  firm may be considering finding anoth-
Otwell, already convicted once of dis- posted a $500 bond for no fee. er attorney.
tributing food to the homeless without Theelder Otwell, 53, remained in jail Otwell said neither he nor his church
acity health pemut will facesix similar  until his trial Tumday, when he was  had the money to hire an attorney to
charges in a jury trial next Thursday.  found guilty. He said he would appeal fight the charges.
Municipal Court No. 1 Judge Molly  the conviction and $900 fine and the The judge ordered city prosecutors to
Jones today set the 8:30 a.m. trial dur- judge allowed him to go free if he decide by next week’s trial what should
ingan informal hearing in which Otwell promised to return today for the infor- be done with 70 additional citations
reiterated that he was not guilty of any  mal hearing. that have been given to Otwell since his
~  crime and would not enter a plea of Earlier the father and son had  church began feeding the homeless.
*i  guilt or innocence. refused to allow bond to be posted until Eighty-three citations were filed
i Even as hé awaited another trial, they found out what the city planned to 'nsttYOtw LW ts were issued
g Otwell said his church workers would  do with the charges. :c?'leral weekes ago m of those cita-
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® ant inmate dies after hanging
- hanging from a bar at the top of his cell aggravated robbery with a deadly weap- ¥
B e, ‘about 5:20 p.m., the spokesman said.  on, and retaliation. Details of the
5 FORT WORTH — A 24-year-old Sheriff Don Carpenter said Easter-  charges and.lns.oqnvxcnon were not
e C°°myhmm}° diedm ling;:djalixlisczeckandht‘i‘gd?::barinthe : Easterltggsa death is 1he. i jail
| e ni ‘ aro % . ¢
. e
| o AL mn he was ] ) ) A ’ B A
S mmgm Worth was Carpenter said Easterling hasbeenin  another inmate stepped on his abdo-'“mt
BPohounced dead at 6:34 p.m. at John  jail since Dec. 8, when his probationon  men, causing a cut in his spleen. .
s o S ith Hospital, said a spokes- - a vehicle burglary conviction was re-  death was ruled a homicide. 3
vk b Tertn County Medical  voked. Hewas alsobeing held inlieuof Last October,  jail inmate’s attempt :
 Exaniines’s Office bail totaling $30,000 on charges of ag-  to hang himself was stopped by two ?
¥ ’IPE jailers discovered Easterling gravated amult with a deadly weapon, jailers.
&
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r”l’heir turn to fight crime \ 30 MAY 1990
| . “What have you done to correct the prob- .\ . EVENING EDITION
lem?” This was a question asked by Assistant
/ District Attorney Steve Chaney of a group of : . hari €. A
 citizens interested in fighting crime in our NN Swift work by sheriff’s office £
| 'ﬁw&ﬁd@”yw”y&ﬁ by N " Atheft report was filed May 2 with Sheriff |

: - Don Carpenter’s office. A probable-cause war- v
| ney Tim Curry, to help us correct the problem, - .  rant wasissued, a suspect was picked up and the %
We voted for the wrong people to trust, didnt - w0 | property was recovered on May 21. ¥
| we?Wehave been helpless citizens defeated by j  This is the third time in a four-year period
our own votes, ) ( that Sheriff Don Carpenter’s office has solved &
We have seen city and county officials parade O N the crime and recovered the property. Previous
through our judicial system, only to end upin : |

N  thefts — of a new riding mower one yearand a
Mr. Curry’s rose garden. Mr. Curry’s do-noth- - motorcycle belonging to a tenant — were also
ing approach to prosecuting public corruption Oy NN - solved, and the property was recovered. :

| maybe sendinga message tothecriminalonthe - N - The response time has been superb. Even
street. Is this why we have the. third-highest .~ . ™ WO  though the sheriff’s office is about a mile from
crime-rate.in the-nation? ‘ ; ’

~“the Parker County line, the response time has

we have sea tha  often been faster than that of the Fort Worth

¢ of the Tarrant County sher- ' ., bolice. A
| iffs department with his “leadership.” He M!i/n“‘a"!‘sa.“d'gim &mg
| could pay to fight crime all by himself with ‘  cers investigating officers and Sheriff Don Car-
o I y i  penterfor their professional work. While theirs
' isusually a thankless job, this is one citizen who
‘ thanks.

- —Don Klick
~ Fort Worth

| -tax dollars that have been spent on lawsuits
| created by him. He has been too busy fighting \
| with other city and county officials to fight ‘ " 45ays
, cﬁme.lfhislmdershipwasasbbigashisego, AR N\
| there would be no crime in Tarrant County. . -
| So, Mr, Chaney, would you like to rephrase " .
| Your question to the residents of Tarrant Coun- AN
ty who want to fight crime? The reason for the

defeat of the Crime Control and Prevention
District on May 5 could be found within our
own county government. s
. —Marilyn Lowrie
Fort Worth
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County to cons1dqr

ﬂag‘b“mlng measul

BY BOB MAHLBURG
Fort Worth Star-Telegram .
The second resolution in less than a
year urging a constitutional amend-
ment to prohnblt the burning of the
American flag is among items to be

-~ considered Wednesday by Tarrant

County commissioners.
The measure, offered by Commis-
sioner O.L. Watson, follows a similar

e

{
1!

morrow, but Comm:smoner Dnonnc ;

Bagsby objected bemuse tomorrow is

Juneteenth, which is celebrated as the
_day African-Americansin Texasgamed
their freedom in 1865.
“I'mnot meetingon the 19thand I'm

going to picket you if you do,” Bagsby

told Johnson with a laugh when he
suggested the Tuesday date. ‘
Commissioners on Wednesday also

resolution that was unanimously #re scheduled to discuss:
a

adopted*by commissioners in July. It
also was sponsored by Watson.

Watson, who was defeated for re-
election in March, would not comment
Friday on why he was offering such a
resolution a second time.

Commissioners this week changed
their usual Monday meeting to
Wednesday so that some may attend
Commissioner J.D. Johnson’s third an-
nual golf tournament. The $150-per-
person political fund-raiser will be at
Lake Country Golf and Country Club
on Eagle Mountain Lake.

The comimissioners meeting last
week also was rescheduled because of a
golf outing, which was sponsored by

"~ Texas House Speaker Gib Lewis:

Johnson ongmally suggested moving
this week’s meeting from today to to-

ApmposalbyCountyJudgeRoyr |

English to hire a private _attorney to
represent commissioners in the latest

round of a 3-year-old court fight over
whether commissioners or the sheriff

should control lucrative profits from
- candyand cigarettesin theconntyjatl

The district attorney’s office has rec-
ommended hiring a private attorney,
saying that the district attorney cannot
represent both the sheriff and commis-
sioners in the fight since they are on
opposite sides.

Sheriff Don Carpenter asked com-
missioners to hire a pnvate attorney to
represent him. But connmssloners dc-
nied that request. g

Chlld klller charged in assault of jailer

BY MARTHA DELLER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Convicted child
killer Kenneth Reed Smith, whose life
sentence sparked community outrage
by those who wanted him put to death,
was indicted yesterday in an assault on
a Tarrant County jailer while he was
awaiting trial for the Sept. 15 abduc-
tion-slaying of Amy Lynn Thatcher.

But prosecutors apparently have not
decided whether to try Smith on the
assault case or on one of three rape
cases ing against him. ;

Diséﬁ”:td.;ntfomcy’l‘imCurrysaidlast
week that his office likely will prosecute
Smith, who was sentenced June 15 to
life inprisoninthe'l'hatcherslayipg, on
some of the remaining charges in an
effort to ensure that the 21-year-old
defendant is not released from prison
too soon. Smith could be released in a
little over 14 years when he is eligible
for parole in the Thatcher slaying.

If Smith is convicted of the addi-

tional charges, Curry said prosecutors
hope to persuade a judge to order him
to serve time in those cases after com-
pleting his prison term in the Thatcher
case.

Curry was not available for comment
yesterday, and his top assistant, Steve
Chaney, said he does not know if pro-
secutors have decided which case to try
first.

Judge Don Leonard, who presided
over Smith’s capital murder trial, said it

the appeal of his capital murder convic-
tion and defend him on the other
charges, said yesterday he would defi-
nitely seek achange of venue if prosecu-
tors decide to try Smith mtheothen
cases. ‘

But Ware said his first concern is

appealing Smith’s conviction in the

Thatcher slaying. He said he plans to
ﬁlehlsnotnceofnmcmtoappealt!m
conviction by tomorrow.

In other action yesterday, a Tamm
County grand jury also returned a two--
count aggravated sexual assault indict-
ment accusing Allen Boatwright, 31, of
Fort Worth in connection with attacks
on a 13-year-old girl on June 15, 1989 ;
and in March of this year.

is likely any future trials of Smith will

have to be moved out of Tarrant Coun- |

ty unless prosecutors delay the trials |

until publicity about the Thatcher case
dies down.

Michael Logan Ware, who was ap-
pointed last week to represent Smith in

5
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Union chief appeals ﬁring‘ by Tarrant sheriff

BY BOB MAHLBURG
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

A Sheriff's Department union lead-

" er, fired for forcing a wheelchair-bound

county prisoner to his feet, is appealing
his dismissal and accusing Sheriff Don
Carpenter of retaliating against him for
his union activity.

Jailer Joseph Berry, president of the

500-member Local 125 of the Ameri-

- can Federation of State, County and

Municipal Employees, appealed his
dismissal to the Tarrant County Civil
Service Commission on Tuesday.

The dismissal of the eight-year Sher-
iff's Department veteran over the June
9 incident marks the second time in 18
months that Carpenter has fired Berry.

A year ago, Carpenter had dismissed
Berry for insubordination, saying he
had disobeyed a direct order. But the

Civil Service Commission, while sus-
- taining the allegation, said the firing

was too severe and ordered Carpenter
to reinstate Berry.

In the current disciplinary action,
Berry is accused of incompetence,
exceeding his authority and endanger-
ing the health of a county prisoner.

But Berry said the sheriff is simply

 using the incident as an excuse to fire

him because he is a union leader. Berry,
who is black and earlier filed a discrimi-
nation complaint claiming he was un-
fairly passed over for a promotion, said

he believes his race also played-a factor

in the dismissal.

Carpenter declined to discuss his de-
cision to fire the jailer. And he chuckled
over suggestions the firing is merely the
latest episode in his efforts to punish
union activity within his department.

“Damn, that makes me feel powerful
that I could break a union,” Carpenter
saldwnhalaugh 5 | dldn’tknowlwas
that powerful.”

- Carpenter said he could not discuss
Berry’s dismissal because the matter is
now before the Civil Service Commis-
sion.

Berrysmdthathehftedthebackofa
wheelchair and forced a prisoner to
stand because he thought the prisoner
was faking injury. Berry said he was
prepared to grab the prisoner if he fell.
Although he admits the action showed
bad judgment, Berry said the prisoner
wasabletostandandshowednosngnof
pain or injury.

But according to the Sheriff’s De-
partment, a jail doctor later examined
the prisoner and determined he had a
hyper-extended knee.

In recent years, Sheriff’s Department

employees have frequently accused

Carpenter of using disciplinary mea-
sures to intimidate employees. Car-
penter has said that he is not trying to
intimidate employees.

A year ago, Carpenter fired three top
officials of a fledgling union called the
Tarrant County Jailers Association, in-
cluding Berry. That union, of which
Benywasvieepresident,hassincebeen

disbanded.

“Ithmkthnsxsjustanotherohamde

.,” said AFSCME business agent Ed-

dge!iumnhmy 'refsrm‘agtothewn'cgt ;
is not the first time the sheriff has
pulled something like that.”

- Assistant District Attorney Ann Dia-
mond, who handles Sheriff’s Depart-

ment personnel matters before the Civil |

Service Commission, said the firing
wasn’t racially motivated or related to

- Berry’s union post.

*“He’s mistaken,” Dmtmndsaxd“l ;
don’t really think there’s an attempt to
break the union. He’s not willing to
acpqnhxsproblmdonotstemfmm

hlsmcebtnMsperformame
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Commissioners to review

bids for new justice center

BY BOB MAHLBURG
Fort Worth Star-Telcgram

. FORT WORTH — Bids tobuy more
~ than $2 million in furniture to equip

the new $27 million Tarrant County
Justice Center in downtown Fort
Worth are among items scheduled to be
considered tomorrow by county com-
missioners. :

About $2.6 million was budgeted for
furnishings as part of a $114 million
bond project approved by voters in
1986 to build the new nine-story courts
building. The bond project also includ-
ed a new $50 million jail and a medical
examiner’s office.

On Friday, County Purchasing Agent

Gunn was still compiling furn-
ishing costs, including last-minute
changes by department heads. But
Gunn said total equipment costs will be
less than the $2.6 million that was
budgeted

Gunn says she has also made sure
that the items include no extravagant
$15,000 teakwood desks. However,
very little furniture will be moved, she
said.

“The entire building was ‘speced’ for
new furniture,” Gunn said. “It’s a big
package. It’s considerably bigger than
anything this department’s handled in
five years. It’s the biggest in a long
time.”

For weeks, Gunn’s office floor and
sofa have been littered with drawings
showingﬂoorplansoﬂhenewbuilding,
with furniture placements penciled in
by architects. Nearly 20 suppliers com-
peted for the business.

The justice center will include state
and county criminal and civil courts,
and offices for staffs of the district court

 clerk, district attorney, grand jury ad-
ministrator, county clerk and magis-
trate. Family courts and county courts
at law are not moving to the new build-
ing. Officials have discussed converting
the Civil Courts Building to a family
law center when civil judges move.

Commissioners tomorrow also are
scheduled to considera request for bids
from moving companies to_transport
thousands of court files and other items
1o the new justice center.

“We're interested in good strong
competition on that move, and who-
mever does it better be very organized
and know what they’re doing,” Gunn
said.

The move itself is likely to be a long
while off because construction is not
finished. The latest estimate is that the
building will be substantially finished
by mid-September and that the county
could move in by mid-October, said
Facilities Director Gary Kirby.

Roughly the same dates apply to the

new county jail on the block just west of
the courts building, he said. Some offi-
cials, including Sheriff Don Carpenter,
are expressing increasing frustration
with construction delays.

Carpenter said Thursday that he’s

tired of the postponement, and he
noted that the jail was scheduled to be ‘
substantially finished in April.

The commissioners’ usual Monday
meeting was postponed until tomorrow
so that commissioners could attend an
annual barbecue outing for area state
legislators in Arlington sponsored by
the Builders Association of Fort Worth
and Tarrant County.

Commissioners also are scheduled to
consider;

B A proposed policy on the purchase
and sale of county land that would re-
quire an independent appraisal of all
purchases more than $5,000 and envi- j
ronmental studies in some cases. The

“proposal was prompted by controversy

over the proposed purchase of an envi-
ronmentally questioned property at
three times its tax value.

® A proposal to consider creating a
written conflict-of-interest policy. The
proposal by Commissioner O.L. Wat- |
son apparently was prompted by recent
questions from outside county auditors
regarding the county’s lack of such a

policy.

Commissioners have scheduled a
work session at 5 p.m. tomorrow and
the regular weekly meeting will follow
at 7 p.m. in the County Administration
Building, 100 E. Weatherford St.
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Jail plan
assists
Tarrant

From Staff and Wire Reports

AUSTIN — The Texas Board of
Criminal Justice yesterday approved a
new plan for moving felons from coun-
ty jails to state prison which will move
about 28 more prisoners a month from
Tarrant County.

Tarrant County Sheriff Don Car-
penter said last night that the new for-
mula is an improvement over the old
but said he wishes the state would take
more prisoners.

Starting Sept. 1, the state will take 58
prisoners from Tarrant County a week
asopposed to 51 underthe old system.

“That’s seven a week and that’s 28
more a month,” Carpenter said. “’That
will help. I wish it could be more. Every-
one would like to get rid of more state
prisoners.”

The sheriff set the jail’s population at
3,027, with 522 of those being felons.

The Legislature required the board

toadoptthencwformula,induding {

such items as historical admissions to
prison, crime rate, population, drug ar-
rests and unemployment. The board
added other factors, including counties’.
population, crime rate, probation

placements and juvenile probation ||

funding,

Previously, the maximum admission
rate was based only on how many pris-
oners eac’y county previously sent the

state.
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BY BOB MAHLBURG
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Tarrant County's use of low-paid
clerks rather than jailers for some jobs
is drawing concern from state officials.
who have ordered a study of whether
the clerks should be required to take
state certified training courses.

The Texas Commission on Jail
Standards ordered the study Tuesday
after state jail inspectors reported that
untrained clerks are routinely handling

~ potentially sensitive work in the jail.

“Persons working in [jail] control
rooms who are responsible for inmate
communications and monitoring emer-
gency systems are clerks and are not
licensed jailers.” states the report by
state jail inspector Bob Deering.

Commission Executive Director
Jack Crump said Tarrant County ap-
parently is the only county in the state
that uses clerks to help run the jail.

*Ifanindividualisina control room.
the real question is whether they've
_ been trained.” Crump said. ““The big
concern is a lack of understanding.”

State standards require that jailersbe
licensed correctional officers and
receive a minimum of 40 hours of spe-
cial instruction, Crump said.

Tarrant County’s use of clerks drew

concern from officials on the state jail
panel meeting in Austin, including
Harris County Sheriff Johnny Kleven-
hagen. who is the chairman. Kleven-
hagen said all jail positions in Harris
County and Dallas County are filled by
certified jailers.

Tarrant County Judge Roy English.
who is a member of the state jail com-
mission. abstained from voting on the
Tarrant County matter.

Tarrant County Commissioner J.D.
Johnson. who also attended. said using
clerks cuts costs.

“From the way it's been explained to
me. I concur with what we're doing.”
Johnson said. “We're saving money
and we're not endangering anyone s life
to the best of my knowledge.”

County commissioners voted last
vear to reclassifv dozens of jailer spots
to clerks. Johnson said he’s been as-
sured the clerks simply monitor cells,
control opening and closing of doors.

talk with prisoners on intercoms or an-
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swer the phone.

“The clerks we hired do not have any
physical contact with the prisoners.™
Johnson said.

Tarrant County Sheriff Don Car-
penter said he has reservations about
using the clerks in thejail. but he can see
both sides.

“I myselfhave said fora long time we
ought to have anyone working in jails
be licensed jailers.” Carpenter said.
“They're in the control area and they
don't have direct contact with the pris-
oners. But if something were to happen
to one of the guards and they had to
come out. they would have contact.”

The sheriff said he agreed to use
clerks to help county commissioners
save $168.000 per year.

*There’s good points and bad points
to it.” he said. I think evervone who

works in that jail ought to be a nn_.amna
jailer. But it’s a lot of money.”

The county spends more than $14
million per vear for jail operations.
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He was a deputy sheriff for the Tar-
rant Co_unty Sheriff’s Department and
served in the Navy in World War II.

' Study targets training of clerks at Tarrant jail

The inspection report noted viola-
tions of minimum state jail standards.
ranging from overcrowding and inade-
quate heating and cooling to a faulty
smoke detector in part of the downtown
jail. Some violations. such as crowding.
have been listed for years. The jail com-
mission voted to again waive enforce-
ment until a new 1.440-bed county jail
opens later this vear.

Variances were approved allowing a
warehouse jail to stay open despite
crowding and to allow storage areas at
the downtown jail to continue to be
used for dormitories. The report notes
96 beds have been added to the o:wsu_

384 beds at the warehouse.

“This entire facility is now out a.
compliance _.nmwa_am floor space.
showers. lavatories and water closets.™
it savs. But Carpenter said he was not
seriously concerned.

“We came out pretty good on it. |
think. cn.:mumn_dia&umio <nann=
he said.
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layoffs, tax boost

BY BOB MAHLBURG
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Tarrant County property taxes could
be raised significantly and dozens of
county government employees laid off,
including Sheriff’s Department and
district attorney’s staff, under budget
options given county commissioners
yesterday.

the layoff proposal, employees would
be reduced by 10 percent in all county
departments with at least 10 workers.
That would prevent the need for a tax
increase, officials said.

Two other plans would avoid major

layoffs but would boost property taxes |
either by 7 or 8.5 percent, or 2 t0 2.2 |
cents per $100 assessed value, officials | -

, The layoffs would not affect state or |

ty court employees because each |

judge is considered a separate depart- |
nt and none has more than 10 em-

loyees.

Officials said it was not known how |
y of the 162 positions currently are
'unfilled and how many would require

lay offs.

¢ By late yesterday, there were signs i

commissioners may opt for a bigger tax

increase and find other savings rather |

|

One option would eliminate 162  said. than make such drastic cuts in employ-
staff positions starting Oct. 1. Under (More on BUDGET on Page 14) l " lees. A budget committee composed of L
1Bagsby and Commissioner Bob Hamp-

Budget

From Page 11

As with most government agencies,
staff costs are the county’s biggest ex-
pense, so that’s the most obvious place
to cut, officials said.

“It’s very painful to have to talk |

about,” said Commissioner Dionne

Bagsby. “You're not talking abqut ture of their work and the opening of a |
throwing trash out the door. They’re major new jail scheduled this fall, she
people with bills to pay and families.” said.

County Commissioner Bob Hamp-
ton said the plan requiring the higher
8.5 percent tax increase would include
$1.5 million to cover the cost of donat-
ing land for the planned Superconduct-
ing Super Collider in Ellis County.

The maximum 2.2 cent increase
would amount to $22 more in taxes for
the owner of a $100,000 home. If taxes
are raised 8 percent or more, taxpayers
under state law can petition for a tax
rollback election.

i The proposals are designed to help
make up a $66 million gap between
expected revenues and proposed
$pending.

| The county lost about $5 million in
tevenue because of a $1 billion drop in
the county tax base, much of it stemm-
ing from tax breaks awarded businesses
under the so-called Freeport exemp-
tion. In addition, county department

. The major employee cuts would save
$4.5 million, Schneider said. The only
exceptions to the cuts would be court
bailiffs and departments with fewer
than 10 employees, which would be

unable to easily distribute remaining

work, Schneider said.

Reductions to the county jail staff

would be limited to 3 percent rather
than 10 percent because of critical na-

" District Attorney Tim Curry, whose
department would lose 20 employees |

under the proposal, said such cutscould
“cripple” his department.

“Idon’t think it’s realistic,” said Cur-
ry, who had asked for 35 additional ~
employees, including a new unit to =
coordinate child abuse prosecution. |

Curry currently has 198 employees.

" “It’d cut our production way down.” |
hessaid. “It also would have other rami- |
fications on the jail and everything

elx »

| Rhite bounith. civil Bervice' riles. |
“temporary and probationary employ-

ées would be the first to be laid off, said

County Personnel Director Gerald -
Wright. Recently hired workers would |

be the next to be dismissed under the

es, which cover about 90 percent of

heads requested $190 million in spend- ty employees, Wright said in an
ing — a 39-percent jump over this interview.

) 7 - - ' !
ok Rie7 swliipes budge: | Attorneys in the district attorney’s
| The three plans offered by County office, court coordinators and some

‘Budget Director Debbie Schneider
chop those requests down to options |
ranging from $143 million to $151 mil-
lion. :

other unclassified workers are not cov- |

¢red by those protections and can be
terminated at will, he said.

iton agreed to recommend restoring 10

rom Tax Assessor/Collector June Gar-

"~} Hampton said later he was skeptical

tommissioners would approve the full

/ husaber of layoffs. <

iof the 18 employees that would be cut |

[
|
|




Jail staff
layoff plan

criticized

Proposal would leave
facility understaffed

BY BOB MAHLBURG
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
A proposal to deny additional offi-
cers for the Tarrant County Jailandto |
eliminate 18 existing jobs would leave |
N

——

the jail critically shorthanded and
could mean a limit on the number of
prisoners accepted, top sheriff’s offi-
cials said yesterday.

Jail Administrator Bill Broome told |
a committee of county commissioners | |
that a proposal designed to close a $66
million budgetgapsimplywon’twork. I

Broome has proposed hiring 171 ad- ‘
ditional employees to staffa new 1,440-
bed jail and two other jail facilities. But
a no-tax increase proposal offered by
County Budget Officer Debbie
Schneider would deny virtually all new
jail employees and eliminate 18 posi-
tions. j
Broome said the plan would leave the
jail system at least 51 people short of
the 664 employees he needs. |

“To maintain a safe and secure jail, '
that’s the absolute minimum,” Broome
said. f

Chief Deputy John Pempsell agreed,
and prompted a tense exchange with
Commissioner Bob Hampton when he

(More on JAIL on Page 12)

Jail

From Page 9

suggested that commissioners should

simply set a limit on the number of
prisoners who can be accepted.

“If you’re saying there’s nothing that
can be done but limit the number of
prisoners we can take, then we've got a
real problem,” Hampton shot back. “I
think that remains to be seen.”

Even without added jail staff, the
sheriff’s budget would jump nearly
$800,000 to $28.2 million. In all, 34

- Sheriff’s Department jobs would be -

eliminated under Schneider’s proposal.

“No one wants to pay more taxes,”
said Commissioner Dionne Bagsby.
“The public is demanding we be good
fiscal managers. No one is asking to
expand services.”

Capt. Jim Minter answered that tax-
payersoppose higher taxes but theyalso
want to be protected against crime.
Sheriff Don Carpenter did not attend
the session.

Ultimately, Hampton and Bagsby
agreed to put the plan on hold for a day
and discuss it again.

“If they [sheriff's officials] don’t

* think that’s realistic, I want them to

come back with something,” Hampton
said later.

The $144 million budget plan calls
for cutting 162 current jobs in major

:' county departments to avoid a big tax

increase. Probationary and temporary
employees would be the first to be laid
off, followed by those recently hired.
Department heads would choose which

| job categories would be trimmed.

Two other budget options also have
been offered that would avoid the mass
layoffs but would require property tax
increases of 7 percent to 8.5 percent, or
210 2.2 cents per $100 assessed valua-
tion.

\\\\\
\\\\\\\
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 Inall, the sheriff requested 249 more
employees. But Schneider said the only
new positions she recommended in the

~ base budget were two jail physicians

and a psychologist. T
Hampton hammered sheriff’s offi-

cials about a request to add patrol divi-

sion supervisors. Assistant Chief Depu-

 ty George Campbell said present

supervisors, who include a captain,
four lieutenants and three sergeants,
are not sufficient and a sergeant some-
times must be left in charge at night.

“I think you can save some money in
managing the operation,” Hampton
countered. “Do you want me to look at
the organizational chart and do it for
you? I'm not going to do it, but I damn
sure could.” . :

Broome also said yesterday there is
“a very strong possibility” the state
Commission on Jail Standards will or-
der that jail clerks be replaced with
certified jailers. That would boost costs
by another $77,000, Schneider said.
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®  Suit says Carpenter

cost hostage her life

BY MARY HULL
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

One year to the day since Juanita
Hermosillo was held hostage in the Tar-
rant County Courthouse and killed by
her ex-boyfriend, her family yesterday
sued Sheriff Don Carpenter, saying he
mishandled the crisis.

Former Deputy Sheriff Manny Ca-
bano held Hermosillo at gunpoint for
more than six hours in a Tarrant Coun-
ty judge’s chambers, where Hermosillo
worked as a clerk.

After shooting Hermosillo in the
chest, Cabano put his .44-caliber Mag-

Within days after the incident, ex-
i perts questioned Carpent_er’s _decisi.on
| to take control of a situation in which
| he knew the hostage-taker. It is gener-
| ally unacceptable for negotiators to be
| personally involved with the gunman
| because of the emotions that may arise.
Cabano had worked for the depart-
ment from 1972 through 1981. Car-
penter also worked on the force during
' that time but was not elected sheriff
| until 1984,
| Cabano, 45, took Hermosillo hostage
| after learning of a warrant for his arrest,
‘ issued after Hermosillo’s daughters
| accused Cabano of sexual abuse. Ca-
| bano was also coping with severe finan-
' cial problems that led to the loss of his
home, his car and his bail bond busi-
ness.

Before she was killed, Hermosillo,
34, scribbled out a will in which she
expressed her love for her children and
‘encouraged them to stay in school. Her-
‘mosillo also asks a friend to “pray for
‘our souls because we are going to need
“t.”

" In the will, which was filed quietly in
"Tarrant County probate court Sept. 11
''and which Pauley provided yesterday,
‘Hermosillo asked that her children split
+$ 10,000 she had been saving for retire-
“ment. She also wanted her insurance
“money to go to the children except for
"$2,500 she wanted used to repay a debt
to a friend. .
“That defines for me mental an-
guish,” said Pauley, who represents the

1

num to his chin and killed himself.

Besides Carpenter, Hermosillo’s
mother and five children named Tar-
rant County in the wrongful-death law-
suit, which seeks unspecified damages.
The suit also claims Hermosillo’s civil -
rights were violated and that she was
denied the best means of resolving the
crisis.

Carpenter declined to comment on
the lawsuit, but has said he is proud of
his handling of the situation. A review
by one of Carpenter’s internal affairs
investigators supported the sheriff’s

(More on HOSTAGE on Page 8)

children. )
‘Cabano also left a note for investiga-
tors in which he asks that the borrowed

car he drove to the courthouse be re- |

turned to a friend.
“Please return her keys. She was not
aware of my intentions. She was just a

friend,” Cabano wrote in the note ob- |

tained by the Star-Telegram througha
request to the Sheriff's Department af-
ter the internal investigation.

The investigation report also includ-
ed transcripts of Cabano’s sometimes
rambling telephone negotiations with
Sheriff’s Department officials and calls
to Hermosillo’s children in which Ca-
bano focused on the damage his reputa-
tion had suffered because of the sexual
abuse accusations.

“People laugh behind your back.
People laugh in front of you. People

talk. You are not accepted. You can’t |

work anymore,” Cabano is quoted as
saying in the transcripts.

In an exchange between Cabano and '
one of Hermosillo’s daughters, Cabano |
tells the girl to “tell her [Hermosillo] |

goodbye, that you'll see her in heaven.”

The teen-ager guesses that Cabano is
threatening her mother with a gun and,
in a “hysterical” voice, tells Cabano
that she did not lie about the sexual
abuse. ,

Then, one of Hermosillo’s sons gets
on the phone, orders Cabano to take the
gun away from his mother and threat-
ens to track him down.

In a conversation with a sheriff's

‘Hostage-

From Page |

' handling of the incident.

Attorneys for Hermosillo's five chil-
~dren and her mother, Dora Salas, con-
- tend that Carpenter cost Hermosillo

her life when he ordered the Fort Worth
. police’s Special Weapons and Tactics
. unit off the premises and took over
' neggtiations with Cabano.
. “Carpenter ordered to the police
. tactical squad to stand down from their
| positions and to leave the premises for
no apparent reasons other than person-
! al ego gratification and an alleged juris-
| dictional dispute,” attorneys Jim Lane
. . and Bruce Pauley said in the lawsuit.

Neither Carpenter norany of his dep-
- uties were trained in handling hostage
*-situations, the lawsuit says. Carpenter
5 also did not have psychologists, snipers
« or other suitably trained officers at his
. disposal after he dismissed the SWAT
, unit, the lawsuit says.

+  Thespecial unit and hostage negotia-
* tors had been at the courthouse for
* about 90 minutes before Carpenter or-
* dered them out. At the time, Carpenter
»~said the security of the building was his
. responsibility.

. Later, city legal advisers told police
\m-1hat they and the Sheriff’s Department
 share the responsibility.

deputy, Cabano describes his actions as
his only alternative.

“Ididn’t wake up this morning crazy.
Iknew exactly what I was goingtodo.”

“All I want to say is I'm sorry I put
everxbody through working a little
overtime and didn’t mean to put the
county into a strain here. I hope it

dpesn’t break them paying a little over-
time...

“Me and Juanita, we got married a

 year ago. She promised me and I
. promised her that when we part, we
' part together. She’s sitting here with a
~ smile on her face. She’s probably say-
| ing, ‘I didn’t mean that.’

G e e g e et
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Text of Juanita Hermosillo’s will

Thisisthe verbatim text of the will of
Juanita Hermosillo, handwritten
while she was held hostage in the Tar-
rant County Courthouse and filed with
the county probate court Sept. 11.

I Juanita Hermosillo do here wish and
will tomy children all my belongings
also the money in my retirement of
over $100,000 — to be divide equally
between the[five] children; Victoria,
Horacio, Rogelio, Erika, Ismeal Pati-
no. I have Victoria as the beneifici-
ary on the retirment but at this time
I wish to change this assignment, as
to it to be divided equally.

I'wish and will all my insurance money
to go to my 5 children — Victoria,
Horacio, Rogelio, Erika, Ismeal Pati-
no.

Tomy dear sister Josphine Luvya I will
her the remainder of the retirment
to her. So that she can provide her
children a safe place to live, so that
the same that has happened to me
does not happen to her.

I also have a pending Personal Injury
settlement that is to be settle. Hop-
ing, that Alex Gonzalez Jr. is a good
enough attorney he will settle for no
less than a reasonable settlement;
this is to be divide equally to all my
[five]children Victoria, Horacio, Eri-
ka, Rogelio, Ismeal Patino and to my
dearest loving friend Marilyn she is
to get the money I owe her which is

2,500.00 of the insurance money or
the retirment I will her this.

To all“the other sisters, take care, I love
ya'll.

Alex and Terry my dear friend, thank
you for being there when I needed
you. Take care of the babies. Love
you.

Tomydear friend Nora, I love take care
and pray for our souls because we are
going to need it. Also, thank you for
being a friend.

Alex, also I want you to understand
what went down. I should havecalled
Manny and told him about this, but I
did not!I guess I am glad it is all over
with. I do not have to see my kids

- suffer, they will be well protected, as
far as having anything to be asham-
ed they do not!I brought them in this
world to suffer — now I do not have
to see this anymore. I love them very
much!

Alex, also please if they every need a
friend my boys especially please
guide them in the right direction.

Well I guess this all I have togive tomy
children. I love them very much, and
I am glad it is me not them or an
innocent person.

I do want my children to promise me
that they will finish school; and at
least go to college. If not make some-
thing of themself’s. Also — do not
join the[Marine Corps]please that is
my request.

e
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itmust
findcash

From Si#ff and Wire Reports

AUSTIN — A judge today ordered
Texasto pay Tarrant County more than
$15 million as its share of $100 million
in compensation to counties that have
been forced to house state prisoners in
their jails.

The judge said the state must raise
the money needed to pay the bills and
gave Texas officials until Nov. 26 to
report back on what it has done to
comply with the order. -

“The counties have demanded that
respondents [prison board members]
perform their duty to take inmates, and
respondents have unjustly refused and
still refuse to take or make provisions
for the inmates,” State District Judge
Joseph Hart said in his written order.

arrant

)

: >“Further, t‘his‘courrt corhmands [the
state] to take all action necessary to

obtain funds to pay reasonable com-

pensation.”
Hart ordered the state to reimburse

the counties at a rate of $40 a day for
each state prisoner held in county jails -
for more than seven days. For Tarrant -

County, the judge ordered $15,080,840
as compensation through Feb. 28 of
this year, ;

Tarrant County Judge Roy English
said the state district court’s decision is
good news, but it probably won’t figure
into next year’s county budget that is
being prepared.

“We're not dancing in the streets, but
we won't spend the money until we get
it. But itis a step in the right direction,”
English said. .

Tarrant County administrator G.K.
Maenius also hailed the decision but
said he did not expect the county to
receive any money for at least three or
four more years while the state appeals

(More on JAILS on Page 4)

Jails

~From Page |

. the decision.
. “Our position has always been . ..
 that the county does not want responsi-
bility for convicted state felons, and if
- the state cannot house the prisoners, it
“ought to compensate us for that ex-
_pense,” Maenius said. “The judge has
‘ruled that this is a proper attitude to
For the period of Sept. 28, 1987,
through Feb. 28 of this year, the reim-
‘bursement totaled $100.3 million. An-
other $20 million could be due so far for
1990, said Ann Clarke Snell, attorney
“for 11 of the counties.

When Hart earlier announced what

his judgment would be, the attorney
 general’s office said it would appeal. An
appeal would hold up any payments to
counties until the case is resolved, Snell
said. :
Other counties and the amounts they
were designated to receive are Nueces,
$5,730,640; Bexar, $16,150,000; Col-
lin, $3,092,720; Dallas, $33,949,600; El
Paso, $8.,814,680; Galveston,
$3,441,520; Hidalgo, $2,520,520;
Hunt, $828,680; Lubbock, $3,687,920;
Travis, $6,839.480; and Victoria,
$184,840.

o o i T o AT A S A e T A S

Jail Rebate
Totals $15 Million

Statetold
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Jail rebate could be several years in artiving

BY VICTOR INZUNZA
AND JOHN GONZALEZ
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
| FORT WORTH — County officials
yesterday hailed an Austin judge’s rul-
ing that could require the state to pay
more than $120 million to 12 counties,
including $22 million to Tarrant Coun-
ty, for holding felons in their jails.
But the officials said the award could

take years to collect because the state
plans to appeal District Judge Joe
Hart’s order.

County Judge Roy English said
Hart’s ruling is at least a first-round
victory in the protracted battle over the
prison system’s refusal to quickly ac-
cept felons.

Hart ruled in May that the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice has a

“mandatory, non-discretionary duty”
to take felons from jails within a week
after sentencing. Based on additional
testimony, he ruled yesterday that the
counties are due $40a day per inmate.
Through last February, the jail-hous-
ing tab comes to $100.3 million to the
12 counties. Another $20 million in
estimated county costs has accrued
since then, an attorney for the counties

said.

Tarrant County officials estimate
that besides the $15 million in the
judge’s order, another $5 million has
accrued since February.

The award specified that Dallas
County is due $33.9 million; Bexar, $16
million; El Paso, $8.8 million; and
Travis, $6.8 million.

(More on JAILS on next page)
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- Nueces County, which instituted the
~suit, is due $5.7 million. Other awards
were: Collin  County, $3 million;
Galveston, $3.4 million; Hidalgo, $2.5
million; Hunt, $828,000; Lubbock,
-$3.6 million; and Victoria, $184,000.
- Harris County, which contends that
. itisowed even more than Dallas Coun-
. ty, has a separate lawsuit pending
“against the state.
- Hart’s judgment said the state’s use
~of a quota system to allocate available
cell space among the counties “does not
‘alterorshmtothccounnsthe[statc s]
-duty to take prisoners sentenced tothc
custody of the [state].”
. The judge also directed the state,
through the Texas Board of Criminal
Justice, “to raise any revenue necessary

to pay such compensation.” Chairman
- Charles Terrell said the money isnotin

: mybndatandwmldhavctobead&d

by the Legislature in 1991.

The state has contended all along

that it would be impossible to accept all
felons because of limited space and fed-
eral court mandates to avoid crowding,
But Hart said he was not convinced by
those arguments. He ordered the com-
pensation to be retroactive to Sept. 28,
1987. :
English said he doesn’t expect the
county to start receiving any money for
at least three or four years because of
the appeal, which was sought by Attor-
ney General Jim Mattox and supported
by Gov. Bill Clements.

“We're not spending it until we

receive it,” English said. “We will be-

lieve it when we see it. But it isa step in
thendxtdlrectnon,,ooxrectmgwhathas

costs are mountmg every day.

The county is in the grips of a severe
budget problem with looming layoﬁ‘s
and cuts in services. The longer itis
forced to pay for state prisoners, the
greater the pressure will be in the future
years to increase taxes, English said.

“I keep hoping the state will drop the
appeal and do what is right,” he said-
*“. .. But there has been terrible foot
dmgmng,andnthasplacedusmaterﬁ'
ble bind.”

County Administrator G.K. Maen-
imsaidthcbat;lcwiththestatccom
down to an issue of fairness.

“Qur position alwayshasbeenthit’
. the county does not want the re-
spomxbthty of housing convicted state
felons,butlfthestazemthomctﬁc
pnsonas,thcntheoountnghtfobe
wmpensatedfortlmtexpeuae”heéu&

_i&l
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“County to take bids
on temporary-jail leas_@‘

BY ANITA BAKER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — When the new
Tarrant County Jail is completed later
. this year, county commissioners want
| to lease to a private firm a temporary
jail that was opened last year to allevi-
ate overcrowding.

But Sheriff’s Department spokesmen
say they may still need to use the tem-
porary jail if the number of prisoners
increases as much as it did earlier this
year.

Commissioners this week agreed to
open bidding on a lease for the 450-bed
facility at 5136 Northeast Parkway af-
ter interest was indicated by several
private companies that operate jails for
law enforcement agencies.

Last year the county spent $1.2 mil-
-lion to purchase and renovate the facili-
ty, which had been a Green Bay Packag-
ing warehouse, to ease crowding in the
downtown jail.

Commissioners this week voted to
lease the facility at no less than
$350,000 a year, despite jail officials’
statements during budget hearings that

" the facility should be kept available
. because the space may be needed before
" the end of next year.

! Commissioner Bob Hampton said
. any contract would allow the county to
terminate the lease with 180 days’ no-
_tice if conditions warranted using the
facility again.
One proposal brought to commis-
sioners a month ago called for a private
- firm to operate the facility for the state
| Bureau of Pardons and Paroles, Hamp-
| ton said.

o :

Parole violators would be housed
there, taking some prisoners out of the
county jail, Hampton said.

Even if the county continued to keep
prisoners in the facility, the Sheriff's
Department would not have enough
jailers to staff it, Hampton said. '

Sheriff Don Carpenter said that the
new downtown jail will add 1 440beds,
but that to meet state jail standards ﬂ?
county must keep some beds em

Jail standards require each pnson to
keep certain classifications of prisoners
isolated from others, depending on the
charges against them, said Jack C;
executive director of the Texas Com-
mission on Jail Standards in Austm

Convicts have clogged county jai
across the state because the penitenti-
ary has had no room to take
during the past several years. d

At midnight Thursday, Tanant
County Jail populanon was at 1,568,
although capacity is 1,288.

When the new facilities are compfetc
and the Green Bay facility and half the
minimum-security facility is closed,
the jails will have 3,248 beds. 12

Earlier this year, the number of pm
oners crammed into the jail ex
that figure, jail officials said. On Fely. 3.,
the population hit 3,261. 160

Hampton said jail-population pro-
Jections presented to commissionersby
the Sheriff’s Department were based.on
escalations over four years. In recent
months, the numbers have been dechg-
ing, Hampton said.

That was in part because the sm;
allowed the county to send more con-
victs to the penitentiary after two new
facilities opened. WL

' OBITUARIES

| deputy sheriff for the §

| Park.

Michael Ferguson
Deputy sheriff

BENBROOK —
Michael Ferguson, a

Tarrant County Sher-
“iff’'s Department,
died Tuesday at a
Dallas hospital. He
was 55.

Funeral will be pri- :
vate at Greenwood Funeral Hom:
ial will be in Greenwood Men

~ Mr. Ferguson was born in St. B
- ice, Ind., and had lived in Benbroo

Survivors: foe!;gﬁlormcierguml Fe
enbrook; two daughters, Chery!
n of Benbrook and Cynthia Beard

°

onnersville, Ind.; brother, James Fergu-
'son of Terre Haute, Ind;; two sisters, Joan

' gusonof Indlanapohs,andonegrandchxl

las; mother, Esther Ferguson of )

~pencer of Connersville "and Carolyn Fer-,
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BY BOB MAHLBURG
Foq Worth Star-Telegram
- FORT WORTH — A weeklongstate
; ‘inspectlon of the new $43 million Tar-
" rant County Jail has revealed potential
- threats to prisoner safety and other less
- serious violations of minimum state
g l&;nl requirements.
A smoke removal system did not
'work properly, fire hoses are too bulky
- and a smoke detection system didn’t
e ‘work as required, reported Robert
" Dearing, inspector for the Texas Com-
- mission on Jail Standards.
- The commission is unlikely to allow
e exceptions to such violations, county
- officials said. !
~ Construction, which was to be sub-
stantially finished in April, is about six
months behind schedule because of
- weather and other delays.
“The Sheriff Department’s major

ooncern is when the building will

least October.

3 Jail 1nspect10n ﬁnds
;nmate safety hazards

‘open,” said Chief Deputy John Pemp-

'sell

But construction officials say further
delays are unlikely.

“I don’t think so,” said Jack Han-
cock, project executive for Gilbane
Construction Co., which is managing
the construction for the county.

Hancock said most of the violations
sound more serious than they really are.
The smoke exhaust system, for exam-
ple, can be fixed by installing gaskets,
removing plastic bags covering detec-
tors and making minor adjustments.

“I think it was a very, very good
inspection. Thirteen items is nothing
compared to the size of that building.”

The preliminary state inspection of
the new 13-floor, 530,000 square-foot
jail began Monday. State inspectors will
not conduct a formal inspection, need-
ed before the jail can be opened, until at
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atraises during

budget crunch

By BoB MAHLBURG
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Tarrant County commissioners are
eyeinga 3.5-percent pay raise for them-
selves and other county employees at
the same time they have recommended
eliminating 61 county jobs and other
budget cuts to save money.

The raises are included in a proposed
budget on which commissioners will
conduct a formal public hearing Tues-
day, County Budget Officer Debbie

_Schneider said yesterday. The raises
apply to most elected and appointed
officials and county employees,
Schneider said.

“Everybody but the judges,” she
said. Pay forall court judges is set by the

Legislature.

More than $1.7 million is budgeted
for pay raises, including 2,000 county
employees whose raises are based on
performance ratings by their bosses.
Those raises are expected toaverage 3.5

1+ Each of the four county commission-
ers, who now receive $64,688 per year,
would get a flat 3.5-percent raise, or
$2,263 more per year. The increase
would give another $2,463.72 to the
county judge, who is now paid $70,392.
Each commissioner is also authorized
more than $6,000 per year in car allow-
ance.

Commissioners did not publicly dis-
cuss raises for themselves and other
elected officials, such as the sheriff,
during recent budget talks, Schneider

(More on SALARIES on next page)
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and other officials said.

' The raises come at a time when com-
‘;;uﬁssioners have recommended laying
 off dozens of workers to save $1.4 mil-
' lion in the county’s proposed $148 mil-
 lion budget for 1991.

. Commissioner Dionne Bagsby said

the pay increases are justified. Bagsby
said there is no contradiction between

7 Jaying off employees and giving pay

 increases to others. In fact, the raises
| are designed partly to make up for the
' layoffs, she said.
| “Everybody is going to be asked to
| work harder for less, including commis-
sioners,” Bagsby said.
| Reducing staff was necessary to
‘avoid a large tax increase, but workers
" also must get raises, Bagsby said.
' *“You cannot keep a competent work
' force and year after yearhave no expan-
| sion of compensation,” she said.
- However, Commissioner J.D. John-
' son said he’s not sure whether elected
| officials fall in the same category as
other workers.
. “I’m not sure I'll support an increase
' for elected officials,” Johnson said. “I
honestly have not given that a
 thought.”
+ Johnson said raises clearly are justi-
I fied for appointed officials, such as de-
- partment heads, and other county em-
‘ployees.

Salari
; a arles/ From previous page

*“I really think you have toreward the
people working for you,” Johnson said.
“Those people are going to have to do
extra duty to make ends meet. The cost
of living is going up, and additional
costs of insurance.”

The 61 positions to be cut include 18
of the commissioners’ and judge’s em-
ployees, including four precinct garage
supervisors, who are being laid off as
part of a proposal to consolidate road
management; nine positions at the
county jail; and 10 positions in the tax
department, Schneider said. The exact
number of positions in each depart-
ment has not been determined, she
said. \

Employees, for the first time starting
this year, must pay for part of their
health insurance at a cost of $5 per
month.

Personnel Director Gerald Wright
said he has not yet determined the max-
imum raise for county workers. The

- amount available for raises is based on

an average 3.5-percent increase for all
workers, but actual raises will be based
on performance. Some workers may get
no increase while others may get more
than 3.5 percent. Raises for many ap-
pointed officials are determined by per-
formance evaluations by the commis-
sioners.

)

R

R

O
IRy



hAANRAN

. b e S W \
FW STAR-TELEGRAM

WEDNESDAY EDITION
5 SEPTEMBER 1990

19 SEPTEMBER 1990 '
E—

) " Ty, ¢ 2N A “Wl\:\._‘
FW STAR-TELEGRAM | .
WEDNESDAY EDITION | -

P
&

g Y

-
%
L
]
%
\
%
B
%
| A
!
5
“t
&
X
%
o
[




FW STAR-TELEGRAM
SUNDAY EDITION !

8 SEPTEMBER 1990 | : ¢

in jail is called
danger to gays

BY FRANK PERKINS Reed said jail officials told him that |
© Font Worth Star-Telegram J all they were quxg their best to prevent
'FORT WORTH Leaders in the - such ir M ak to[d
gay community are protwung a proce- | “The jail of me they try to
dure used in processing prisonersat the ‘ me prev:ous e Yl'ﬁkﬁ sure no hﬂmol)hoblc guards are
Tarrant County Jail thatallows gayand . : put ovet the gay prisoners, but again, I |
bisexual prisoners to be tagged with  for POSSIblC mayhem rather than pro-  worry bouf’tflew»betweenpdncyand
gray wristbands. tect them. ; practm  because of the
Members of the Tarrant Couvaay - *Color-coded bands make the wear- 'OVCMOWded condaﬁons up there," he
Alliance met with jail officials last week | erimmediately known to everyone who sand’ bt
and plan to meet with the local Ameri- | knows what the codes mean, and that is KnmnWaM‘s, p;esldent of the Fort
can Civil Liberties Union this week to. | every other prisoner up there in that Worfh ACLU chapter, said the.matter
scrutinize the procedure. jail,” Reed said. isone the group probably will lookat.
‘The bands are issued to prisoners | He sald he will ask the ACLU to look A ceﬂmnlydaqksa hka an issue we
who request protective custody away | into the practice at its Wed"eSday Wwfd be very, very interested in,”
fromthe general jail population, jail chapter meeting. - Walters said. ] ;thgl{k it is very odd
officials said. “A similar system was changed last | [that] a person fpuaii ‘on a felony is
Sheriff Don Carpemer said Jaxl offi- | monthin Florida, where the pink wrist- | tagged gay and not fa@ed asa felon. It
cials have used color-coded wristbands | bands for gay and bisexual inmates | seems to me that if you are in 1 jail, you
for years to distinguish d)ﬂ:egent types were replaced with bands bcanng b should bﬁﬂmﬂ th your crimes, not
5 pelaisrs | °»°.‘!,°‘m’ ffic :ﬂom A yolu!reed ap;ﬁa f’:rh |
He said felons wedr red bands, mis- otficials told me las f said that as of Thursday, 34 |
demeanor offenses merit 4 blue band; | is what Tarrant Cognty will do \Xheﬂ ] homosexuﬂsand 15 blsexuals worethe |
yellow bands mark prisoners with spe~ | _the’ new jail opens,” Reed said. But | | gmy ‘aﬁw )
cial medical problems; and OWA 1 " there is a large gap in that jail between : P ol i
bands are worn by thoseawamnstmm- | policyand practice, and Iam not sureif - |
fer to a federal prison. ~  * " g:‘;ﬁ ;"b:r n%t;d:sumu;;; band “;‘n‘g
“Thegray bands for the homosexuals | Poc CAp oY S8
are not meant to demean them, but to |  bisexuals any HNS peOteatu i 90
» “We cum:m system.” .
protect them,” Carpenter said.. &W‘, Ay ity bout
give them the bands and keep them | R € was o m; .
away from the other prisoners to keep guﬁrds who bategays havmg ority |
f;:ﬂeboﬁt y from p\mchm 1hc1r‘ ‘. ?g',hts . o :M 'ﬂleiﬂ 1ot ofﬁuf safety p‘_ W
“I'm going to keep on hsms the sys- | {h"?o gﬁﬁd:?m °:mtg° ‘m will of
tem until the law or a federal judgetells 7 sh Reed i with .&m’ld
menotto,”camam g ovesyoulnwace a n
David Reed, incoming president of | there, faggol!’ remark, you are marked
the Tarrant County Gay Alliance, sald | tothe ;“I of the pop ulan:r ofbt:ratcgglle '
i P eveni youarewoanngo ya
tho gray wiisy . e.m" ++.on your wristband.” -

(More on JAIL on next page) o

:-"J°.<>".“..‘ =

::"5;.‘




RIS AP

o L2







W\
NN
W

0

g

Wl
N4
£s

L

|FW STAR-T ELEGRAM -
| WEDNESDAY EVENING
|26 SEPTEMBER 1990

i




‘ i . o L 4 - - .‘ -
| ‘ ) "

! I ' , ' FW STAR-TELEGRAM
| : HSDeCtOIS -1 THYRSDAY EDITION
27" SEPTEMBER 199

~ toreturn }
~ nextweek

i BY JOHN GONZALEZ !
Fort Worth S!U-Telq:!n Austin Bureau
AUSTIN — On the outside, the $43 |
million Tarrant County Jail in down- )
town Fort, Worth may look good
. enough to open. ; /
~ But state inspectors said yesterday
the facility’s insides still don’t meet
safety standards and county officials
- were, expressing fears that the badly
-needed new facility will not be able to
‘open until sometime next year. ! |
The new jail, which has faced a series |
|
!

_of construction delays, had been target- i
ed for opening in late October or NO- s
vember. But Sheriff Don Carpenter
said thatis nolonger a realistic expecta-'
tion. \

- “Ineed toget inas quick as I can, but
Idon’t want to get into something that’s.
underbuilt,” Carpenter told the Texas,
Commission on Jail Standards. :

The inspectors told the commission’
that several deficiencies cited in August:
have yet to be rectified, including some:
major concerns over the smoke remov-
al system in case of cellblock fires. !
They scheduled a return visit Oct. 4,
with contractors and Fort Worth, Tar- |
rant County and state fire marshals to ,
re-examine the mandatory smoke
purge system. |
County Judge Roy English said last I
night that he wouldn’t comment on the
inspectors’ findings until he had been
briefed by Jail Standards officials.
County Commissioner Dionne Bags-
by said she is disappointed by the news
but that commissioners have been dili-
gent in monitoring the progress of the

jail, which originally was scheduled to

open six months ago, -~~~ \

. “Itconcerns me obviously that there

i1s some difficulty in getting it open and

getting it in use,” she said. “To some

extent you have to rely on the contrac-

tors and it is in their interest to get this

thing done or penalties will kick in.”

Cgrpenter said he has no intention of
moving prisoners into the new jailif it

doesn’t meet standards [’

But he said that once the jail isready,
he will ask the Tarrant County Com-
missioners Court to begin phasing out
the eight temporary facilities to handle
overflow from the old jail. He also said
he plans to carry out his promise to end
the practice of putting two inmates in
cells designed for one person.
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69 times

'l\venty-year-old Jimmy
Owens might have driven
himself to the poorhouse f
with traffic warrants
totaling $8,623 in fines.

BY RICHARD DOTSON
o Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Jimmy Owens,
really created a bottleneck at the Tar-
rant County Jail last night and officials’
werestill talking about it this morning.

They'd never seen anything like nu
before. -

It took more than two hours tobook'
the 20-year-old into jail. Each of hls)
warrants had to be recorded separately
- All 69 of them.

" That's right — 69 traffic warrants .
with fines totaling $8,623.50. {
~ “'ve never seen one this high,” said |

Tammt County Jail Sgt. Roger Goer- |
temiller. “Not since I've been here —

since 1959.” ,

. ._Goertemiller, who recalled maybe25 |
‘vor 30 warrants as a previous high

- against one person, was amazed that

- Owens, of the 3000 block of Lulu Street

andalepldnverforﬁveywmatmom

had eluded jail so long. . -

. Arresting Officer S.E. Hmshaw who
had dealt with Owens on prewoust;qf

fic stops, said a fellow officer informed

: hnnlastmghtthatOwenswa.f.awantedAt
man. Hinshaw said he doesn’t lnw

: befouﬁeutﬂwywmontlw _-]’

o checked the fellow ﬂp‘”

 last night.
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in the shooting of a Tarrant

- Conmtydeputyshenffwasuph‘eldto-

day by the Texas Court of

| Appeals.

Farris was oonvxcted of the 1983

' slaying of Deputy Carl Rosenbalm,
: whomtenuptedaroadsndcdrugdeal
*according to court records.

Rosenbalm, shot twice with a .357

: Magnum pistol, was fatally injured al-
. though he was wearing a bulletproof
. vest.

-In a 5-2 ruling, the appeals court

'reJectedIZatgumentsoﬂ‘emdby

- )
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yimess.
Mﬂptﬁﬂa, other

Fanmmmmmawm“m' f

exchange marijuana for ampheta-
mine.” After the exchange, Rosenbalm

dmvcupmmemwlﬂlﬂnhmon

hnspatmlwﬂnshxu

mt,oneoftwowmf’n%d

rangewentthmuahkombafmskﬂ!
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Mmﬂynlmemnnmt

C1ty trylng mfmeaﬁﬁmmmg

Her displeasure seems to stem from the decj~

‘to bring endyE f :‘;‘;;:’m‘“:;%:"n‘l:ﬁméﬁu““‘ﬁ”r ;
to handouts ; ‘ Sabes

¥ ‘ rmehmmwm; o

2.+ JFORY WORTH — Thecxtyhoaés
tocloseloopholathathavcabmedthe;
Rev. W.N. Otwelltodefypuhhc health

. officials_by continuing to feed the i

( homelesaatﬂleddwntownWatchar- tion i v TS
dens. : gmd;uqemdmmmmqmzyw" catd

l Since 1988 Otwell” has collected *mesmmmmofmmma ’

mtmmmmformngmto 1 ed to indict. i
mvcr mmu%mm:i ‘ Wemwmofmtw and honesh
| serious matters. The criminal justice s i
carlie this year by a tunicipal court aﬂsxedlsmaanmney’soﬂ'wemdﬁn e
quwm%mdemﬁoﬂy:o i all performed their duties as expected : !
Somcrcd A ’ quired by law. Mrs. Lowrie seems to wz !
AssxstaﬁtCﬁmemannGua ; A4
JardosandtheOtw@! ruling provided " A
anoppmnmnywmkcthéfood-l&n-- i g
dling reqmrfgz:ms :Ll;ath‘e*q)euﬁc ;o | o
cover mass feedings such as Otwell’ !
u“:vdmwmmw“mwg ¢ | Rehgxous title in dispute o
as a o
 brought out in the Otwell case,” Gua- youn';::kmm 'h:o"gfek‘w‘?
" Guajardo said the ticket dismissal  Reverend isatitletob ‘
~ ruling did not affect the $900 fine as- Jibotuid U5 4
sessed Otwell by a jury on similar city Roverend with the riaa ria 8
Otwell st 30| . with the name Otwell
mchamﬂ,: '}'f,ym ” o Otwell has eamed, or is otherwise wo :
i Otwellsandthene'wamendmcntsare‘ | m&';,“m readd, 868 shievek Lol ;:’
m!‘l’l"longyregomgtohavetowntelam l’dchwmmmm“J“““mm” ";'
£/ of breaking all of it.” My Bible also tells |
guage that speclﬁc:allynammchurcg | methat.lwuspmdtaxes.l i
grmpsthatfeedthepoortogctme _ Biblesnm:lar m«qu"

sandthennmmer
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‘complain

about bemg taken to polls

' BY CAROLYN Pomorr
‘% Fort Worth Star-Telegram
Tonamnt County Jailinmates say
that their requests to vote absentee
} weﬁdenredandthattheyweretakento
thepblls in shackles Tuesday, then kept
inaholding cell until the polls closed so
they'couldn’t encourage other inmates
. _to vote.
Philip Tilton, 24 who is awaltmg
~ trial on an aggravated assault charge,

 said he requested an absentee ballot at . -

- least 10 times and never got one, in-
stead receiving  voter registration

- forms,
*“Tasked foran absentee ballotsothat

I wouldn’t have to go out in public in
ﬂuoresoéht orange shoes and jail
greeﬂs ” said Tilton, who on Tuesday
was taken to Western Hills High School
— the polling place for his home pre-
cingt — to vote.

Be ol

Sometimes you have to make special
arrangements. [ know we took some out
to vote. I don’t know how many. This is
not the first time we have taken eligible
inmates to vote, but I think this is the
first time Jaxlers were used to transport

them.
- Pempsell said that because some-

times there’s a shortage of jailers, bond-

- ed employees who serve civil warrants

- usually are used to escort inmates t0

“vote, but jailers were available Tues-
day. k ;

Minter said it is his undexsta.ndmg :

_that several inmates used their home

: addmcsmfdhngautrequestsforab-,
~ sentee mail ballots, so they did not

 receive ballotsintime fortheelectlon

- “Some inmates voted absentee,” .

I, Mmter said. “‘We’ve done it this way
for years, andxftherelsaprobiem,l
hearabout :L lwastold nallweht

~“I looked like a cucumber with
orange feet,” Tilton said.
Said Joe Micheaux, 45, who is await-

. mgtnalonanarmedrobberycharge

“This was the most humlhatmg thmg
I've ever seen.

“They let me vote absentee here in
jailin April, but [Tuesday] they took me
to the UAW Hall on Sherman Street in
Grand Prairie, where I've voted for the
last six years.

- “They took me in shackles, and I
knew half the people in there voting,”
Micheaux said. “They disrupted every-
body trying to vote and madeatravesty
out of the election process.”

Micheaux said he has voted ever

- since first becorning active in Young

Democrats in college.
He and Tilton said they were escort-
ed to the polls by three jailers and after-

- ward were kept in a holding cell until

smooth this year.”

* Micheaux and Tilton said they made
proper requests for ballots, only to mis-
takenly be given app’hpatwns for voter
registration forms over and over. How-
ever, Minter said he does not believe
that to be the case.,

“Not that we don’t make mistakes,
but you just have to consider the clxen-
tele,” Minter said. -

Linda Funkhouser, who is in charge
of absentee voting for the county, said

. her records show only six requests for

absentee ballots from Tarrant County
Jail,

“I know that one was rejected be-
cause he used his home address instead

of the jail address, but he was sent

ahotherapphcanon,”ﬁmkhomersmd.
“There was only one that anyone
around here can remember rejecting

from the jall but thcte could have been

‘ thepol]sclosedat7pm

v-besttowantunulaﬁerdmner hesaid.

tered voters in the jailhouse will not
- even be interested in voting.”

-bedy got to vote who wanted to vote

Jail Administrator Jim Minter said it
is normal to keep inmates who have
been taken outside the jail during the
afternoon in the holding cell until after.
the evening meal.

Because of the amount of actmty in
the jail and the shift change that takes
place between lunch and dinner, it is

Whilein the holding cell, theinmate&"'
!md, they spoke with three other in-
mates who also had been morted by
jailers to vote.

“Wewereall dxsgusted,” Tilton said.

Said Micheaux, “Next year, regis-

Said John Pempsell, the chief deputy
of the Tarrant County SherifP’s Depart-
ment: “We tried to make sure every-

others.”

Tilton said he doesnt believe elac-
tion officials ever received his applica-
tions for an absentee ballot because he
kept getting the requestsbackfmmja:l .
administrators with voter registration
applications attached.

Mark Toohey, a spokesman for Tex-
as Secretary of State George Bayoud,
said jail confinement has long been one
reason that voters could cast absentee i
ballots. .

The Texas elecnon code allbws m- ;
mates who are awaiting felony tnal,
confined on a misdemeanor conviction *
‘or appealinga felony oonvmxon w vote
absentee by mail.

"The code saysthey“mnoteuhﬂed
to vote absentee by persoml appear-
ance unless the authority in charge of
the jail in his discretion peﬂmts the
voter to do so,” Toohey said.




‘Proposal to lease facility
“asjail gets no opposition

The facility, formerly known as the ||
‘Green Bay Packaging Co, was pur-

‘BY BILL. HANNA

+ Fort Worth Star-Telegram
- FORT WORTH — A proposal to -
lease Tarrant County’s temporary jail
~for use as a private prison for parole

- violators met with no opposition dur-
ing a public hearing last night. :

- The proposal would allow Wacken-
hut Corrections Corp. tolease the facili-
tyatSlBﬁNonheastParkwaymnm'th
Fort Worth for three years at a mini-
mum of $350,000 a year. Thefaplhty

“has a capacity of480pnsbnem

: ’f‘hetmpomry;nilwbnddbeusedto
house parole violators for upto 90 days
for the pardons and paroles division of
theTexasDepmmemome:mﬂJus-

, The inmates would be,imrwmted
for violating the terms of their parole,
which include faﬂmg to meet with
‘ parole officers, failing a drug test or
failing to pay restitution, said Ronald
* Champion, regional vwerpresldent for
Wackenhut,
’Ibosecomnumngnewcnm would
beplacedmacoumyprstate facility, he

ver, dependson when
; ”J"amm Jadr aunder con- -
strucuon,

Champlon said any delays could
harm the proposal but he is optimistic
that the temporary ]ml will be available
to lease by the year’ s end.

chased last year for SW,OWMW

verted at a cost of $1.2 million into a |
temporary jail to ease overcrowding. In

Ausu&cwntywmmmmvotedta
lease the jail to a private firm despite
jail officials’ warnings that the space
maybeneededagambythgendofnext
year. ..

Under the Wadcenhut propoaal, the
oompanywmldmovcoutofthebuﬂd-

ing within lSOdaysnftheeonmyneed i

ed it, Champmn said.

State jail inspectors earlier this |
month toured the $42 million jail being |
buutandsnncmldnotsaywhethent |
would be approved to open by the end |

of this year. The jail was scheduledtobe
substantially completed in April but

has been slowed by bad weather, con- |
struction delays and other problems. |.
. Wackenhut operates three facilities |

in Texas, including one in Bridgeport

and one in Kyle, south of Austin. |

Champion said the Fort Worth facility
wouldbesnmﬂartoooetlwympémem

el e

The average stay for a violator is 72
days, Champion said.

At Wackenhut’s 500-bed facilities i mn

Bridgeport and Kyle,
they have l35emgloye§w1thanaﬁmx

* “We obviously would not be ableto - al payronof $2.5 million.
iccommodate the pa!'donsarﬁ

division’s requirements if - Tarrant
County is not out of the facility,” he
said. “I've talked to county officials,
and I feel confident that theGreen Bay
faahty will be avanla

ﬁ", £
¥ g ya
o iz z

p.m. Monday

.," :.- ¥ ﬂ,

L .

Mofmoiha,mdﬁindfm

Wﬂnh, Bridgeport, Mineral Wells and

'ltascé,haveexpteasedmtemstmbo\k- 1

ing parole violators. The deadline for
bids to be submitted to officials is 3

o

o {
o

Bexar County |
Janlﬁa;ntheeoﬂnty llfnslhg 619
- parole violators; he violators; he said. -

T




“andJus wife maﬂnogeﬂ!er,

One of Az]q s newest oﬁice
Blaisdell, graduated from Azle 1gh
School just a few years ago.

Blaisdelf 24, lives in Azle now
with his wife Teresa. They 've been
married three years.

He said he,hke.s to hnntand fish. .
However, ht;doesnptgooffby

himself mtothg wild. Sometimes hew

‘What he y likes, he said, is

‘ Just being outdoors. That is part of
-thereason he is working in‘Azle now.

Blaisdell started here October 1.
Before that, he worked for the
TanamCouMyShmfr’sDeparnnem

for five yaats, but hednd not get out

much

Blaisd@l{ wasman ;denng::mw N ‘He saidhe was pr
officer, spending his time rea . ~
classifying fingerprints. W

"I took a lot of time 10 | tpea(:e *y

(officer centification,” he smd b

couldn’t fully serve as amden&ﬁca—
um officer.”

Blaisdell applied at the Azle -

Palmbep@tmm and has been

wamn&gsuywol officetfo:aboutn e saic

i
o

AZLE NEWS
ADVERT ISER

 BVEIBES 22, 1990

th' BLAISDELL

....joms Azle pohce dept i 4

v ‘ N u,aﬁ . & ‘5&*» LR ™ g 1
a month and a half now. '
Last year, he ‘attended the EBI 5
fingerprint academy which he said i
wquld W enable Ium to 1den:ify .
le'hy eir erpr

few o t
htchq&' aneqdmefingemqnt |
‘He lwmwd in tl:lnme |
igation as well ‘as
pa(xolhng e gt * ‘\
; wdepmwmuﬂd ofunmue

m‘bmw

*‘l
e ’iy
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Ja11 panel demes %
Tarrantrequest
on fire hoses |

~ BY KAYE NORTHCOTT ol
* Fort Worth Star-Telegram Austin Bureau A
' AUSTIN — The Texas Commission
‘onJail Standards yesterdaydenied Tar-
rant County’s request for penmsslon 107 4l
vary from state standards concerning -
the length of fire hoses i in its new $43
million jail.

Sheriff Don Carpenter said the jail,
already months behind schedule and
expected toopen in FebruaryorMarch,
may be further delayed because of the
commission’s decision. |

il “ltsgotsome problems they are |
* going to have to correct. I don’t know
nt will open,” Carpenter said.

L )_'tyhadaskedforpenmsswn
(MorepﬂJAﬂaonnextpﬁge)
% :
Jall prisoners, Cmmpsud.Thcmouontof
permit the county to use the longer |

From previo hoses failed on a 4-4 vote. Commission 4
Prokious gape member J. David Nelson said he was

to use 150-foot standby fire hoses disturbed that the countyasked for var- |

~ ‘rather than the standard 100-foot iances before explonnsmanm i.
il |

j because the shorter hoses will tives.

' * not reach all jail cells. But the National Crumpwdtheconumsmnm i
- "Fire Protection Association standards bers, while not categorically ruling out | |
;mm hose length to 100feet ononereel,  150-foot hoses, want Tarrant County to

f 'said Jack Crump, executive director of seektbeadeeofaﬁresafetyconsdb'

'] ‘the Jail Standards Commission. ing firm. :

iE 2] . Tarrant County Judge Roy English, a “The commission said, don’t M' :

£e m;ofthemon,abﬁamed talk with your local folks, talk with ||

{ vote heand Crump  someone with a disinterested perspec- -

;gﬁvmedallowmgmecmmytouseme tnveabwtwbatyoumdo,”amnp’ '

_Tonger hoses. said. |

"7, One alternative is to install addi- “We're probably going to 30 Uﬂ:k

 ‘tional fire hose cabinets outside mezza- ~ and discuss it. We feel confident we |

: ine-level jail cells rather than tryingto  have one of the safest jailsin the United. |
- reach the second tier of each floor with Sm”mdjm!ucﬁuamrv% )

dsmglelongerhonelwatedmthcgmmd ton of the Parku-Cmstonl’aﬂnﬂshm |

.s;auon of Fort Worth. . L
Bmhosesonﬂwnmmmlml TheJanlStandardsCommm |

'_’ ;wouldbemgwde@gnd“m:ghtludw ‘ wedmccoumypemmmmmp i

| some sort of malicious damage” by mn-standarddoorswpinﬂ\t’mjdb “

L " § y :
‘ - . m——— e —— 4 Q
- . ¢ A &l a2 s ‘ ' A al
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Non-religious memorial |

jolanned for slain officer

,@‘M - BY BILL HANNA
¥ - Fort Worth Star-Telegram

| " FORT WORTH — ’I‘atmntcounty

Slteri ff Don Carpenter still isn’t sure

why a cross honoring slain deputy
' Clark M. Rosenbalm upset a local athe-
,ist but next week Carpenter will help

a new non-denominational

‘memonal on the seventh anmversa;y i iy
S ~ “He was assassinated in the line of

~ of the slaying,
“I couldn’t see anything wrong with

.ﬁf[thecmss], butthat’sthewayumf‘ ;

‘ 'Carpentersatd
e 'Ihecrosswastakendownlast!anu—

- ary by George Hann, president of the -
~ Tarrant County Chapter of American
~ Atheists, because heobjected toa relig-

ious symbol bemg p%d on pubhc }

property.
i ) | consxderacmssreﬁmomadvms- -
ing," Hann said. “Would they be happy.

1[ it were a Buddha or Jewish symbol?

Our society is supposed to be oolor-

- blmd to religion, but it is not.”

* After taking down the cross, Hann

donated $50 to help erect a new memo-

rial for Rosenbalm, who was killed Dec.
4, 1983. Although he doesn’t plan to
attend the service, Hann sa:d he sup-
ports the new marker.

“I think he deserves it,” Hann sald

duty. I just objected to the rehgtous
symbols.”

* Carpenter said the new memorial

will not be a religious symbol.
*It won’t be a cross,” Carpenter said.

““It’s difficult to describe. You just have
“ tosee it.”

The memorial service will be at 1:45

«p.m, Tuesdayat U.S. 81 and Old Deca-
“tur Road. Deputies and family mem-
“bers will then march to the site where _

Rosenbalm was killed.

| sThe new jall

L)
¥
“
L
é

‘on the north end of downtown. It is an
attractwc building, blendnng in well with
mearby structures. Itisa convenient addi-
~t10n to other buildings in the County

Courthouse complex. It is said to include

;mne of the best features of any jail
'around Spendmg$43 million wul permit
'that

Now 1f¢:ountyofﬁc1alscouldonlygetlt ‘
: 'open

- When constructlon started, county of-

mﬁctalsenvnsloned that the jail would open - |
- of the foot dragging going on is not help- |

~last spring. But sprmg cameand went,and

'the Jjail was not put into operation. There

ehas been one delay after another. One

That’s a fine, new jail that has gone up.

‘resulted from changes in the security sys- -

‘tem. Another was caused by problems
‘with the - smoke-purging system. Now the

“holdup is due to fire hoses that are the

.wrong length.

*_Some people at the courthouse w0ndcr ry
.1f the jail will even be open by next spring.
'The exact opemng date has become a

.couthouse guessing gan.e.
Some problems are to be expected with

‘ Constant delays becomlng intolerable

a bulldmg of this size. But the delay in |
opening it is becoming unreasonable and |
unacceptable especially when somcthmg .
as minor as the length of fire hoses is one |
of the reasons. For $43 million, you’d
think someone could figure that out.
When county officials asked voters to

“approve bonds to finance construction of

the new jail, they said it was needed to
help solve the jail overcrowding problem.

- A burgeoning jail inmate population had

to be dealt with. But if the need was there |
then, the need is even greater now, and all

NG " S |
The county hired experts to oversee ||

construction of the jail. The county has [}

staff members with jail responsibilities.
Commissioners Court, where the buck

'stopsin countygovernment, mustremind |

itself of the jail’s importance to the crimi-

nal justice system, focus more attention

on it, give it top priority and make sure

that those responsible remain with the

assignment until'the jail is open.
And the sooner the better.
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