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A dealisn’t a deal if the state ,s mvolved

!
“" A deal’s a deal. Every Texan knows
that save apparently some in state gov-
emmem

~ After months of wrangling, state and

county officials came to terms over the
‘money counties spent to keep prisonersin

2 gaxls when they should have been in state

Jprisons. Now some state officials are hav-
1ing second thoughts because they're fear-
‘ful it might cost the state more moncy
:than originally anticipated. :

. Tough toenails.

= The state knew the terms, agreed to the

deal and should keep its word.
= The counties have been more than pa-
«tient. When the state fell down on the job,

dreds of rmlhons of doﬂars Tarrant

County’s cost ismore than $30 mj]hbn — |
storing felons for the state. And, in the |

compromlse, countxes gave more than
they got: . ;

The counties are enntled to the money
and other considerations that are part of
the deal. The counties also are entitled to
know soon that the agreement is official
because the deadline for doing that is
Sept 30, and some counties are attempt-
ing to factor terms. Qf the deal into budget
planning.

The state, in effect shook hands on the
agreement. In Texas, that makes it a deal.
So the state should cut out the hemhawing

f“they took up the slack. They spent hun-

Call ’im Eighter from Decatur, the
County Seat of Wise, because, through his
disappearingact, he has managed to make
law enforcement there something of a
crap shoot.

-Call 'im Leroy Burch, the now-you-see
him, now-you-don’t High Sheriff who
rode off into the sunset and hasn’t been
seen too much since, except by reporters
who, hearing he went thataway, tracked
him down.

Whatever you call him, you’ll have to
call him in Tennessee, see. 'Cause he’s
taking a six-weeks-or-so respite there,
pouring a little concrete. Just what you'd
expect a Texas sheriff to be doing in the
Volunteer Staté, huh? Just working his
way through life, we suppose.

_ Tell you what. Our first inclination was
to propose that we swap Tarrant County
Sheriff Don Carpenter and maybe a fu-
ture deputy draft choice to Wise County
for Burch, the theory being that Tarrant
County government probably has a load
of concrete work it needs done and, since
Burch knows how, we could get some-
thing for our money, ifyougetourdrift.

But then we thought, naw, we couldn’t
do that to our friends across the county
line.

Mind you, there’s nothing illegal about
what Burch is doing. The sheriff’s simply
slithering through one of the loopy loop-
holes of Texas’ chaotic county govern-
ment structure — or lack of it — that
allows elected officials at will to thumb
their noses at the people and do pretty
much as they damned well please, the
taxpayers be hanged. ‘

Someday, some way, we must do some-
thing about that. Someday real soon.

Meantime, if the Right Thing came
right up and stood face to face, gun barrel
to gun barrel, belt buckle to belt buckle,
badge to badge with Sheriff Burch — and
Burch somehow managed to recognize it -
— he’d do the good people of Wise Coun-

say, before the sun goes down tonight or, -
bless him, if he can’t get back to town by
then, certainly before his next county pay- |
check is made out — and let them get
themselves a sheriff who would earn his
keep and be around when they need one
instead of leaving them up te their elbows
in concrete as far as law enforcement is_
concerned.

Forthe hard—eamed bucks they shell out
for one, they're enmled

* ty a great big favor by stepping aside — |
|

and do what it promised to do.

Call the sheriff

But first, you’ll need to get his area code

) i




Fort Worth Star-Telegram/ DALE BLACKWELL

| - Tarrant Cmmty shenff's Deputy T.J. Smith talks with Charles Cook,
" who assumed the role of a homeless person in the Salvation Army’s
Homeless Experience and Resource Training Simulations.

‘New identities give leaders

; personal view of homeless

. “The main purpose for the simu-
~ BY ANITA BAKER ; thtion was to let you walk in some-

Fon Worth Star-Telegram »
' else’s moccasins,” Beverly

~ FORT WORTH—CharlesC§0k 6 mydmrector of public relations and
3 shed a managerial job at Lone Star | 40y jopmentat the Salvation Army,
| GasCo. and a comfortable homein .14 oroup of about 20 after they
e Riverside for almost an hour yester- ‘ - had faced the frustrations of being
e

day to take on the role of a 35-year- | &
olg homeless mother who had es- | shuffled from a?;czm:::‘t‘zdn-‘
" caped from an abusive husband. . The program s,
. Wearing an old shirt draped over cate and cnoouraie lP . h%amnelm ‘
“ " his shoulders and carrying a paper  search for ways to help the er
 bag, Cook fought his way from one " who can’t walk away from their
“agency toanother in the gymnasium 'fﬂgglo&: casnlyT L
of the Salvation Army seeking help ' — as Teresa — found him-
- in his new identity as Teresa Mor- self being ushered from one agency
rey, mother of Joe and daughter 0 another, waiting in long lines at
oy i Sy et oot
" abused by her father. i tall

* Hewa;ntalonemmssmugle
_ . An additional 175 community
teaders took on new identities to |
faoethesnme fmstratlonsnnd stum- :
bhngblocks thcdayaspartof |
- HEARTS — the Homeless Experi-
ence and Resoume Traimng Sunu-« .
lauonq
. Some became Tom, a37-year-old
schizophrenic who was'
taf:ing his medication. Others
e Jose, 36, wholeﬂhlsfamdy* <
% Mexpo to seck work in Fort

Thc lwaden ‘ mcludms Fm
\ Wo:tkhgayorxgyﬁmmer—-am\
i m, uring
q‘,l Wdl?;:hcsd"m“Am !
1!1&.,5000 to 6,000 Tarrant |
bomcl@someuma facein |

v o o

Pk FERN GRS

e S

) ‘zhahblﬁ&"" i b

Despite years of working with
' United Way and many of its agen-

cies as manager of community rela- -

tions at Lone Star Gas, Cook admit-
ted getting through the system

wasn’t as easy as it seemed. _
- Different groups were ushered
through a city of cardboard each

“hour from 9a.m. to 3 p.m.

The gymnasium was filled vnih ‘
tables representing almost a dozen .

“ agencies that offer services to the ;

" homeless, but participants had to

ing at stop signs — and they were
rown into a cardboard jail by Tar-
rant County sheriff’s deputies. Dur-

{followamazetqmtothem.l\ny'
breaking of rules. — like not stop- |

mgthe search, Salvation Army rep- |

rcbentatnvesw-manydressedmmgs
— forced new problems on the

. R
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‘ Somepamcnpantsfoundtheyhad
' lost their identification or had be- |
I come infested with lice or lost all

' their possessions. \

" Many learned they could not get

- newidentification without a perma-

. nent address.

' Community leaders learned that
most homeless have an eighth- to
12th-grade education, that families
usuallyareasmgle parent with three
chnldren, that the number of males
with children seeking help is on the
increase and that three of five home- |
less helped by the Salvation Army '
are Anglo.

“It really gives you an idea about
what homeless people are doing,”
Cook said after the session.

“I felt like we were kicked
around,” Cook said. After being
shuffled from one place to another,
“yousaytoheck withitand thenyou
are on the street again where the real
- problem begins.”
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New jail |
rnayrnuam-
inweek |

pretty good shape over here.”

lnmatwmﬂbemovd#wmm 1

jail based on their classifications,

;hey’re supposed too, c’dhe in ‘

No end tocrowding | Carpener explained. For e;.m,,le, ‘
'n e1oh ‘ unsenten elons and mis-
s SIgbt fOI' Tarrant ; demeanor offenders as well as in-
BY FRANK PERKINS o mates awaitingtrial will have priori-
Fort Worth Star-Telegram o] ty for space in the new jail, thc ;
FORT WORTH — Sheriff Don sheriff said.
Carpenter promised yesterday that While awaiting the Jaxl opemns,
the new $41 million Tarrant County Fort Worth has had to re-erect the
Corrections Center will be housing “chicken coop,” a fenced-in enclo-
prisoners perhaps as early as next sure on the fourth floor of the down--
week, but even those new cells won’t town police headquarters, to hold
fully relieve the overcrowding in overflow prisoners. The count was
jails across the county. 65 prisonersin the coop as of yester-
“We’ll be moving about 160 pris- day, officials said.
oners and 40 guards from the low- - Arlington also has felt the crunch. ‘,
risk barracks facility [on Cold At one time this month, it had more ;
Springs Road] onto the 13th floorof | than 150 prisonersin itsjail. Yester- |
that jail before the end of Septem- | day, it had 97 prisoners, one less |
ber,” Carpenter said. “We’ll be fill- | tghsan its state-mandated capacnty of
ingitup from the top down as weget | . "
theguardstramedtohandlefhe:’ Carpenter said he can’t use the
prisoners.’ ! empty minim i gy msﬂs g
Catpenter said ; to empty overcrowd
mmors that e » cause the bulldmgs need reimr. ’
“I’m not gomg to put them in the

b knowWh;t day it’, sgomg tobe, |
am‘:;ll itisn’t going tobe Monday,” he |
sai o

Carpentersa:dhemskecpmgme | floor and escape, they're insuch bad
(mwmet s Y. / Sh%pearpenter said his jail adminis-_
“We don’t need everybody and | :
hi | trators already have shifted their of-
e e | ooyl
The date dependonwhenthe ! are t wi orms,
1nwrnﬂmdiosqcunwsymemmj sheets, blankets, mattresses and
be installed, usteqm ’wmved’ , other housekeeping items. Others
Carpemepm 4 / are be;na trained in operanng the
compléiéd“m ecemb 'l990,“1$\i n“; m of the new jail will
tookahhostayeartocmupp,a,,f hous%l%p”nmmm four 48-pris-
lems with the smoke-purge system ‘oner wntha,smgjeguafdm
and bringthe building up tostatejail each pod. How soon the guards are |
standards. The state inspectors ‘hired and trained will determine |
signed offonthe 14-floor, 1,440-bed how soon the facility is fully open, |
facnhcamtylastmomb. open 'C“We ca;.’iid‘putpnsbnef:om :
s i, . e  there until we can guard ’em,” he

jail would promise some relief to

cities that have not been : ,
mﬁkﬁmﬁmmﬂ;ﬁ. Myﬂdswbmthatfacihtyup x
Eﬂl‘ymmwﬂi J”W"ﬁ ‘to full staff and that takes time. |
ovegm(y PR erelmﬂsabomﬂ)amomhnght ;

s ~ now, butthey alsohavetobetrained

barracks we’re emptying because

thosebarracksareshot,”Carpcnter y

~said. “You can kick a hole in the

said. “We have to hire about 140 |

‘ uweﬂmdthatukuﬁmtoo
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Friday, September 27, 1991

County transfemng
inmates to new jail

BY RICHARD DOTSON
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — The long-
‘ twaxted opening of the new Tarrant
@ounty Jail, a 1,440-prisoner facili-
ty plagued by numerous delays and

costoverruns, became areality early

Loday with 200 inmates transferred
there under the cloak of darkness.

Shenﬂ‘ Don Carpenter, who su-

pervised the opemng, said the ﬁrst
inmates began arnvnng about 1 a.m.
from the county’s low-risk facility
on Cold Springs Road. -

The jail will slowly gear up to full

operation and more prisoners will

bemovedin asaddxtxonatguardsare

hired and trained, Carpenter said.
The sheriff warned, though, that
(More on JAIL on Page2) .

'Shenﬂ‘DonCﬂ)uies ys the -

opemngofthenew'l“um “oun-
oty Corrections Cemer ‘was no
problem

Jail
,al, .zl
b F;'om Pagel :
even mepewsnmnllmnf&cﬂ- f
“BWMMWB&&themal in
we'ﬂ'ha' ¢ about ). 5

e cod: e Iy Agade
Tbeoidjaﬂ;whmhaucapacxty B
of 3,200, refusedtoacceptpnsoners q
atvanoustlmditrlngthewmmer,
ing some cnjpto house their
,nntnl became avail-
%@uornmty jail. The move
f"“ﬂ policetoopena
Wﬁﬁj&ﬂon&efounhﬂooraf )
?thei’o[iceﬁppanment at 350W %

of’yeslerday themakeshnﬂml "
heldm risoners who were sl

on ttrems on the

cement floor in a fenced enclosure,

police spokesman“t.t Mph Swear
ingin said. '
“We mMMto be movmg
them out S0 we can g , !
¢ enter said. J

bnjllle new jaﬂ be- |
m ‘xo aﬁer |

voters in l987approvcda$ll4ml- i

lionissue for new county bundmgs

 means of mnonmggua\rds

SRS

The opening of the jail, which es- |
sentially was mmplﬂgm
and expected to open
September 1990, wmddw
because of costly eqmpmem mal-

functions that increased bﬂl:h

cost by more than $4 million, - i
In the past year, officials W-r"ﬁ-

bledina$1.1 million effort to re

faulty radio intercoms, a s

me;ioul ﬁooumdyps in ﬂoor eov-

ering. - ,
Supewxsmoﬁnmatesmthénew /
jall will abandon the traditional

cellblocks. Instead, the jail will uti-
lize a concept called direct supem-‘
sion, under which guxds will be i in
the cellblocks with inmates. A
The guards are equipped with @
personal radio alarms thataretuned
into thejail’ smmlsemntycenter«,: &
which will be used to call for helmn;?i,

for the opemngofthejall.

“We wouldn’t have opened it

* without them,” he said. “We ha-
4 ventgotthcmallmyet,wehovew,"

by Saturday. But we have eno.aghto"

,wotktheﬂoors

i ) ',..-
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Protest spurs county panel
to alter Tarrant health plan

By FRANK PERKINS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Bowing t0

pressure from hundreds of angry‘

county employces, commissioners
yesterday mod fied th, /. county’s
new $11 million health insurance
plan that had sparked protest meet-
mgs and a spate of letters and peti-
tions in recent ‘veeks.

Commissioncrs  established a
$250,000 acute care and pregnancy
fund to allow some county workers
to keep their current physicians
when the new county health insur-
ance takes effect this week.

“I had one pregnant employee tell
me that under the old Sanus plan,
her delivery was going to cost her
$80. Under the new plan with Unit-
‘ed of Omaha, <he and her husband
will have to come up with $2,500,”
said George Pempsell of the adult
probation department.

- Commissioncr Marti  VanRa-
venswaay told him the acute-care
provision they had approved would
keep that from happening.

““This is not a heartless plan, we
are trying to address those i meqm-
ties,” she said. -

The county’s additional costs as-
sociated with the changes would be

spread out over several years so that
no budget increase would be neces-

In addition, the commissioners
approved 50 percent reductions in
deductibles for employees and re-
tirees in the plan.

The action followed two hours of
discussion between commissioners
and speakers from amongthe 100 or
so county employees who filled the
courtroom to overflowing.

Pempsell said the new $11 mil-
lion health plan worked a hardship
.on some of the county’s 2,000-plus
workers.

He read from a 10-page letter list-

ingemployee concerns withthe Kai- |
ser-Permanente and United of |

Omaha plan, and turned over to
commissioners petitions and letters

from most of the county’s employ- |

ees seeking a less expensive plan.
Commissioners accepted an offer
from the new providers dropping
annual deductibles to $250 from the
proposed $500 for those within the
plan and cutting the $1.000 pro-
posed deductible for those using
outside providers to $500.
Commissioners approved the
plan 4-1, with Bob Hampton votmg

no.

——

A
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1inmate
remains .‘
atlarge

BY KATHY SANDERS ‘

AND FRANK PERKINS

Fort Worth Star-Telegram . !

FORT WORTH — Sheriff Don ]
Carpenter said today that security

gill

violations may have aided in last
night’s escape of two jail inmadtes |
who wrangled out of handcuffs and |

shackles to overpower a jail trans- |

port driver and flee amid a haii; of |

gunfire. :

One inmate, capital murder sus- |
pect Sergio Martinez, 25, of Grand |
Prairie, was recaptured within
hours, butthe other, ChrisNova, 19,

remained at large this morning. No-
va, who was being held on attempt-
ed capital murder and robbery:

The sheriff said one of security
violations may have been the use of

only one guard to transfer the in- |

mates. He also said investigators
were trying to determine how the

inmates obtained at least one gun

used in the escape. :

*“I have a lot of details, but I need
more before I can really understand
how it happened,” he said. “As for
that escapee that’s still loose, we’ll
get that guy.”

Investigators said the driver of
the sheriff’s van and the fleeing in-
mates fired gunshots, and Nova was
believed hitin the shoulderasheran
toward nearby railroad tracks. The
van’s rear window was shattered by
what appeared to be gunfire and the

windows on both sides of the van
were broken out.

Deputies searched an area near
Riverside Park this morning after a
sheriff’s department employee re-
ported seeing a man fitting Nova’s
description wandering around with
blood on his face. The man, she said,
was wearing blue jeans and a T-
shirt.

No trace of the man was found,

but investigators said it would be
easy for someone to hide in the

. brushy area near the park.

charges, was believed wounded in: '

the shoulder as he escaped.

Carpenter said investigators still |
i

CU €N | their shackles and someh:
Bay facility to the new jail, managed Wi G

had not determined how the.in-
mates, who were being transferred
from the maximum security Green

to get out of restraints and gain pos-'

session of at least one gun. They |
escaped after the van’s driver was

grabbed from behind and forced to

“stop on the shoulder of Interstate 35

~at Northwest 28th Street about 9:10

?p.m. yesterday.

“«{We’re trying to figure out exactly
:what happened, but it looks like our
“security fell down somewhere,”
Carpenter said.

", JIf everything had been done
“fight, it never would have hap-

‘“pened. I just don’t like the way it

-went down and we’re trying to make
Sure it can never happen again.”

Authorities said Martinez and
Nova, the only inmates in the van,

. || were being transferred to the new

1,440-bed county jail when they
shed their handcuffs and shackles.

“Evidently they got loose from

thp guard who was driving the van,”
salq Sgt. Don Whorton, communi-
cations supervisor for the Sheriff’s

- Department. “They choked him. I

don’t believe they hurt him that bad.
Somewhere, somehow they fired a
few shots.”

. Whorton said the escapees, wear-
Ing orange jail coveralls, fled on
foot, one toward a quarry and the
other toward railroad tracks north-

~east of the escape site. Martinez,
- who had discarded his jail-issued
 coveralls, was found hiding in bush-

es about a half mile from the escape
site..

Authorities said they believe No-
va also had removed his orange jail
outfit.

FREEEET EEEEE T F

|

d

9|qissod

eJs

.
¥

op

.
.
{
{
t
i
|

= o

i

i
§

MEISIN SJUIH H1oY

$9

-

-

H 515}{\6_-'&

e

f



' FW STAR-TELEGRAM

|

TUESDAY EVENING
1 OCTOBER 1991

CONTINUED)

SHERIFF" |

DARE e

while being transferred to the new countyjail |

Assistant Chief Deputy George
Campbell said the van’s driver, who
officials declined 'to identify,
stopped on the shoulder to resecure
the inmates after they freed them-
selves from the restraints.

When he stopped, Campbell said,
the driver was grabbed from behind
by the prisoners. He managed to pull
loose and get out of the van as the
inmates kicked out windows on ei-
ther side of the van and fled.

“One went out one side and the
other went out the other side,”
Campbell said.

Authorities in helicopters, on foot
and in patrol cars searched for Nova
until about 3 a.m., concentrating
primarily around a freight train that
authorities stopped as it entered the
area where police dogs had followed
Nova’s trail. )

Thesearchresumed at daybreak.
Before the capture of Martinez

\ last night, a Sheriff’s Department

spokesman said the escapees “are
ppssibly armed . . They are defi-

v o 5...." alarm after closing the
store. ‘

Graves also was stabbed but sur-
vived. She later told police she rec-
ognized the attacker as Martinez, a
security guard at the store. He was
arrested the next day and has been
held in jail since with bail set at
$250,000.

The charges against Nova stem
from a June 1990 incident in which
a man relieving himself in an alley

. was attacked and stabbed repeated-

ly in the head and chest. The man
survived.

Nova also faces attempted capital
murder charges in a Jan. 14 theft at
the Winn-Dixie store on McCart
Avenue, where two men stealing
disposable diapers fired twice at a
clerk who had chased them out of
thestore. The clerk was not injured.

He also has been charged in the
Jan. 15 robberies ofa 7-Eleven Store
on Berry Street and another 7-Elev-
en on Bluebonnet Circle.

Last night’s escape was witnessed
by at least two motorists who report-

ed seeing the sheriff’s van parked on

A -

i

AN B s a a e

Sheriff’s Department officers gather evidence last night after two inmates escaped | :‘

Chris Nova: Believed
injured during escape |
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centerson
- key, gun

BY KATHY SANDERS

AND FRANK PERKINS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram !
FORT WORTH — The second
of two Tarrant County Jail escapees
was back behind bars today, his 27
hours of freedom ended by a tjp—
ster’s 911 call telling police the fugi-

tive was hiding ina west side house.
Sheriff’s officials, meanwhile,
were still attempting to find out who.
smuggled handcuffkeysandagunto
the inmates, allowing -them to
unshackle their restraints and over-
power a driver transferring them to

the new county jail downtown Mon-
day night.

Police surrounded a house in the

| 2000 block of Clover Lane about 11

| last night, kicked in the front door

and captured Chris Nova, 19, with- nighi )
driving Martinez and Nova —

out incident. Nova, whose escape
partner had been recaptured within
hours of their Monday night flight,
was turned over to Tarrant County
authorities. o

Sheriff’s officials yesterday said

they believed Nova had been shotin |

the shoulder during the escape, but
. wounds when he was recaptured:
\ Police said they went to the Clo-
ver Lane address after a caller to the

] f départment's 911 line told the oper- |
' ator where Novacould befoundand |

| quickly hung up. Police said they
spotted Nova through a window at

, the house and kicked open the front |

| door when the escapee told them he
could not unlock the door from the
inside.

.Nova, who has been charged with
attempted capital murder and sev-
eral robberies, and capital murder
suspect Sergio Martinez both will be
charged with attempted capital

murder during the escape, authori- |

ties said. Martinez also is awaiting
trial in the December slaying of Pen-
ny Heath, 35, who was stabbed re-
pedtedly during a robbery at the
Mervyn's store on Hulen Street.
Sheriff Don Carpenter said yes-
terday security measures apparently
—had been violated in the inmates’
escape.

police said Nova did not have any ||

--| said. *'If everything had been déne ot
right, it never would have hap- |

pened. I just don’t like the way it

went down, . and we’re trying to

qﬁ(e sure %t can never happen
n ”» ¥4

- Officials are investigating

whether proper procedures were fol-
l'j by using only one guard to
| fer the prisoners, Carpenter

%I have a lot of details, but I need

more before I can really understand =

how it happened,” he said.

During the day yesterday, depu- |
ties searched for Nova in an area |
near Riverside Park off Oakhurst
Scenic Drive along the West Fork of |
the Trinity River. A Sheriff’s De- |

partment employee ebrlier reported |

seeing a man fitting Nova’s descrip-
tion wandering around that area
withblood on his face. The man, she
said, was wearing blue jeansand a T-
shirt. ‘

; The escape occurred Monday
night as Deputy David Pena was

handcuffed and shackled — from
the Green Bay jail to the new 1,440-
bed county jail downtown. The two
were the only inmates in the van.

As Pena was driving south on In-
terstate 35W, Martinez and Nova

used a key, apparently smuggled to
them, to unlock their handcuffs.
Once free, one of the two pulled a
derringer. The otherchoked Pena by
reaching through a small gap be-

the inmates, officials said.

ty George Campbell.
derringer, which was recovered

fired during the escape. Early re-

shots were fired in the incident.
Pena was able to stop the van on
the road shoulder near Northeast

!

|

| 28th Street, jump out and run to the |
rear of the vehicle, officials said. |
The deputy fired his gun once |
through the van’s back window, ap- |
parently while the two inmates were

kicking out side windows.

tween the van wall and a metal cage ,
| intended to separate the driver from

“One of the prisoners was able to |
reach around and immobilize the |
deputy,” said Assistant Chief Depu- |

Officers do not believe that the
loaded and cocked near the van, was

ports had indicated that several |
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CAPTURE CONT'D
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Clms Nova: Recaptured !
m west snde house ,‘

“One went out éné éide ofthe van

- and the other went out the other

side,” Campbell said. ;
Investigators said thc mmally'.

believed d been,

the sho and that Z tut

his hand on the broken ndows.

ty-issue orange coveralls, was found
by police dogs about three hours
later. The dogs picked up the scent

of blood and followed the trail to the .

capital murder suspect, who was
hiding in bushes about a half-m;‘le

_from the van, police said. .

Investigators said they found t!m
open handcuffs and one set of
irons inside the van and latgr fo!

i “v;

tained the gu\n

van.
Carpenter said mvesugators have
notdetermined howthei inmates ob-

Deputies initially transferred
about 200 prisoners into the newjail
early Friday and since have been
systematically moving more in-
mates there. None of the previous
transfers involved auy escape at-
tempts

Martinez was placad in a holding
cell at the new jail after his recapture
yesterday. He is awaiting trial on a
capital murder charge in the Dec. 29
slaying of Heath, 35, during a rob-
bery at the Mervyn’s store.

Heath was fatally stabbed as she
rushed to the aid of assistant store
manager Leslie Graves, who was at-
tacked while setting a burglar alarm
after closing the store.

Graves also was s}abbed, but sur-
vived. Martinez, a security guard at
the store, was arrested the next day
and has been held since with bail set
at $250,000.

The charges against Nova stem
fl:om a June 1990 incident in whlch

an in an alley was attac
repeatedly in the hea d

Kb ¢ e man survived.
Mamnew! who had shed his coun-

: Novaal faces attempted capital
Mrcli&es

dxapers fired twice at a clerk
) had ¢

st '. The clermyas not injured.

robben&
c‘lem Street ath!uebonﬂet Cir-
.

% T

inaJan. 4theftata
Winn-Dixie store on McCart Ave-
hge,where twor ensmhngdxspdﬁ- )

Capta

. the second pair of leg irons near the — e

| them from the

%e?lcharmdmthe i
7-Eleven stores

'/’_\




Insidejob
“not being

ruled out

BY FRANK PERKINS
AND BILL TEETER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — A woman im-
plicated in helping two inmates es+
cape from a sheriff’s van hag been
arrested and a warrant was issued
today for a second person also sus-
pected of being an accomplice, a
sheriff’s official said. ,

The official also acknowledged
today that the escapees may have
had help from someone within the
Sheriff’'s Department. '

“There is a possibility an officer
has been involved,” said Capt. Pat
Howell of the department’s internal
affairs unit. *“We have not ruled out
that possibility and we won'’t until
our investigation is complete.”

FW STAR-TELEGRAM
\, WEDNESDAY EVENING
2\ 2 OCTOBER 1991

e

Howell declined to identify the
arrested woman or say what role she
might have played in helping in-
mates Sergio Martinez and Chris
Nova overpower tiie van driver and
escape Monday night while being
transferred to the new downtown
jail. !

He said, however, that she was a

. relative of one of the two inmates,

both of whom were recaptured.

““A felony warrant was issued ona
woman and she has been arrested in
connection with the escape,”
Howell said. “Our investigation is
continuing and we feel as if another
felony warrant and arrest of a sec-
ondperson willbe made later today.

“We're playing a game of cat-and-
mouse right now with the second
person involved and we’re not
releasing any names until we have
everyone in custody.” :

Howell said investigators were

(More on ESCAPE on Page 2)
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Escape

From Page |

trying to determine how the inmates
gotagunandthekeysusedto unlock
the handcuffs and leg irons securing
them in the van. f

1“We're getting close,” Sheriff

Don Carpenter said yesterday, al-
though
tails.

he would not prqvide de-

Howell said his investigation also
is looking into security procedures
at the county’s maximum security
Green Bay facility where the two
had been housed before their escape
and subsequent recapture.

“Obviously something fell
through the cracks at Green Bay if a

“gun could be smuggled into it,” he

said. _ ‘
Vandriver David Pena, the depu-

~ ty whoalso shot at the esc: 'ngplfis-

oners, has been placed on routine
paid administrative leave pending

completion of the investigation,

Carpenter said. Such leaves are rou-
tine in cases in which deputies fire
their weapons. ' ‘
Martinez, 25, was found and re-
captured three hours after the es-
Police acting on a 911 caller’s tip
arrested Nova, 19, late Tuesday ata
west Fort Worth house where he had

been hiding. Fort Worth police sur-
rounded the house in the 2000 block
of Clover Lane, kicked in the front
door and captured Nova. ;
Police said they spotted Nova

. through a window at the house and

7 kicked open the front door when the

escapee told them he could not un-
lock the door from the inside.

Sheriff’s officials Tuesday said

. theybelieved Nova had been shotin

police said Nova did not have any

‘wounds when he was recaptured.

Nova, who has been charged with
attempted capital murder and in
several robberies, and Martinez, a
capital murder suspect, will be
charged with attempted capital
murder during the escape, authori-
ties said. Martinez is awaiting trial
in the December fatal stabbing of

- Penny Heath, 35, during a robbery

|
|
|
|
}

' - the shoulder during the escape, but

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

1
|
I
at the Mervyn’s store on 'f-lulen;
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~3rd arrest expected in 2 inmates’ escape

A g

%

BY FRANK PERKINS

{ Fort Worth Star-Telegram

fest is expected today in connection
with last week’s escape of two jail
inmates during their transfer to the
new Tarrant County Corrections
Center.

{.Lt. Pat Howell of the Tarrant
County Sheriff's Department said
an arrest warrant is expected to be
filed_today®for a third suspect
accff®ed of helpingto smuggle a derr-
“inger and manacle keys used in the
escape last Monday.

' Already in custody are a female

telative of one of the escapees and a
jail trusty.

¢ Sergio Martinez, 25, and Chris
k

{ FORT WORTH — Another ar-

Nova, 19, escaped from the van
driven by Deputy David Pena dur-
ing a transfer from the Green Bay
facility. Pena was roughed up in the
escape and fired one shot from his
9mm pistol, but missed the two. He
has been put on routine administra-
tive leave with pay while the inci-
dent is being investigated.

Martinez wasarrested three hours
later near the escape site on North-
west 28th Street. Policearrested No-
vathe nextdayashe washidinginan
empty west Fort Worth house.

Before the escape, Martinez was
awaiting trial on capital murder
charges; Nova had been jailed on
attempted capital murder and rob-
bery charges.

“Howell said his investigation has
“conclusively proved” that no sher-
iff's employees were involved in the
attempt. i

“That makes me sleep a lot bet-
ter,” Sheriff Don Carpenter said
yesterday. “If it was the other: way
around, I don’t think I would ever
sleep again.” ‘

Howell said security procedures
at Green Bay still need to be exa-
mined. i e -

“We were so involved with get-
tingeveryone involved in the escape

in our custody that wereally haven’t

spent much time on that aspect of
the investigation. We’ll be looking
into those areas this next week after

- we've had some rest,” he said.

+

aaaaa
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2‘ suspects \
still held

In incident

BY FRANK PERKINS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Another ar-
rest is expected today in connection
with last week’s escape of two jail
inmates during their transfer to the
new Tarrant County Corrections
Center.

Lt. Pat Howell of the Tarrant

‘County Sheriff’s Department said

an arrest warrant is expected to be
filed today for a third suspect

accused of helpingtosmuggleaderr-
- inger and manacle keys used in the

escape last Monday.
Already in custody are a female
relative of one of the escapees and a

' jail trusty.

Sergio Martinez, 25, and Chris
Nova, 19, escaped from the van
driven by Deputy David Pena dur-
ing a transfer from the Green Bay
facility. Pena was roughed up in the
escape and fired one shot from his
9mm pistol, but missed the two. He
has been put on routine administra-
tive leave with pay while the inci-
dent is being investigated.

Martinez was arrested three hours
later near the escape site on North-
west 28th Street. Police arrested No-
vathenextdayashewashidinginan
empty west Fort Worth house.

Before the escape, Martinez was

awaiting trial on capital murder

charges; Nova had been jailed on
attempted capital murder and rob-
bery charges.

Howell said his investigation has
“conclusively proved” that no sher-
iff's employees were involved in the
attempt.

“That makes me sleep a lot bet-
ter,” Sheriff Don Carpenter said
yesterday. “If it was the other way
around, I don’t think I would ever
sleep again.”

Howell said security procedures
at Green Bay still need to be exa-
mined.

“We were so involved with get-
tingeveryone involved inthe escape
in our custody that we really haven’t
spent much time on that aspect of
the investigation. We’ll be looking
into those areas this next week after
we’ve had some rest,” he said.
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| involved

BY FRANK PERKINS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — The 21-year-'

Escape

From Page 1

R G ey

from county

pe

old wife of one of the two Tarrant |

County Jail inmates who ‘escaped

during a prisoner transfer Sept. 30
has been charged with providing l

tools for the jail escape.
Judy Mieczynski of 4555 Pleas-

ant Road was charged with the felo-

ny offense yesterday. Chris Nova,

19, identified her as his wife. Nova |

was one of the two inmates who
kicked their way out of a Sheriff’s
Department van while being trans-
ferred fromn the county’s Green Bay
facility to the new Tarrant County
Corrections Center, said Capt. Pat
Howell, chief of the department’s
internal affairs division.

Howell said the woman and one

other person still at large apparently
smuggled a derringer and manacle
keys into Green Bay while visiting

Nova a day before he and Sergio

Martinez, 25, escaped. ;

*“We are certain that a Green Bay
trusty also is involved in the deal,”
Howell said yesterday. “Needless to
say, we have himin custody as well.”
The trusty has not been charged in
the escape, and authorities would

not release his name. A trusty isan |

inmategiven extraprivilegesinjail.

Howell said he expects an arrest |

and more charges shortly.

“We're still playing a cat-and- °
“mouse game with one suspect,” he |
said. “If we give away too many

details, they’ll flee.”

Howell reiterated that his investi-
gation has proved that no Sheriff’s |
Department employees aided the
escape. He is still looking at security
procedures at Green Bay and other

county lockups.
County records show that Miec-

zynski also uses the name Judy No-

va. She was supposed to go on trial
yesterday in County Criminal Court
No. 4 on unrelated misdemeanor

(More on ESCAPE on Page 2)

charges of illegally carrying a gun.

Judge Wallace Bowman ordered |
her held in jail on the escape-aiding
charge. She is being held in lieu of
$25,000 bail. j

Martinez and Nova used the
smuggled keys tounlock their mana-
cles as they were being driven from
Green Bay to the new downtown
jail. On Interstate 35W near North- |
west 28th Street, they attacked the
driver of the van, kicked out win-
dows in the vehicle when it pulled
off the road, and escaped, leaving
the derringer in the van.

During the struggle, driver David
Pena was choked. He got out of the
van and fired one shot from his ser-
vice automatic as the two fled on
foot.

Martinez, who was awaiting trial
on capital murder charges, was ar-
rested in a nearby quarry three

|

hours after the escape. Nova, facing |

charges of robbery and attempted |

capital murder, was captured 27 |

hours later in an abandoned house

in west Fort Worth. Wy
Both men have been charged with
felony escape. ot
Because he fired his pistol in line
of duty, Pena was placed on paid
administrative leave until the inci-
dent could be investigated. Howell
said Pena will go back on duty today.

in esca

Prisoner’s wife charged
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2 sheriff’s posses
to meet in polo mateb

The Tarrant Coun \Shenﬂ’s
Posse and Dallas County. Sheriff’s
Posse will square off at 7:
ina*
Fair.

game at Fair Park Coliseum. The
mawhb free with State Fair admis-

SlOﬂ.

lTarrant

commissioner
approve 20%

tax increase

Jail costs, :
raises are
in budget

BY VICTOR INZUNZA
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
After weeks of' dehbcratlons, Tar~
rant County commissioners yesten 3
day approved a 1992 budget that’
boosts property taxes by a record 20

percent. :
The $157 million spending pack-
age, which increases the tax rate.
from 19.6 cents to 23.6 cents per’
$100 assessed value, was passed de-:.
spite last-minute efforts to cut some

expenses.

. A N

Qnight
lo”matghattha tate
brooms and beach balls for their

~ Fort Worth Star-Telegram

The plan will increase taxes on a,
$50,000 house to $118.36, up from
$98.03. On a home valued at
$100,000, the rate will yield $236,
up $40.

County Judge Tom Vandergriff
said: “One never hkes to increase
taxes, but this year in particular was
probably unlike any other year in
the county’s history. . . . Never be-

fore had the county appromhed a

new budget with such a built-in ad--
dmon in terms of its operatmg

cost.” i
Those built-in costs include pay- -

ing for the new Justice Center, the
staffing of the new jail and the serv-

~ icing of $114 million in bond debt

issued to build it.

Budget Director Debbie Schneid-
er said 1.6 cents of the 4-cent tax
increase was going directly for debt_
service on the new jail, whioh
opened last month.

WEDNESDAY P.M., PAGE 13-A
T OCTOBER 16, 1991

About $11 million i xsgomgtopay
for the county’s criminal j Justlce sys-
tem, including three new criminal
courts and scores of new jail em-
ployees, Schneider said. ‘

The increase would have been
higher if not for an expected $4.5

(More on RATE on Page 16) '
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BYSTEFAM SAMMAGE

'~ ANDBILLHANNA ;;

' Fon Worth Star-Telegram &
FORT WORTH — Shenff Don

~ Carpenter and four members of his
* department testified under subpoe- -
nayesterday bqforeaTarrantCoun-
~ ty grand jury investigating allega-

~ tions that weapons in the sheriff’s .

custody han”becn dlsposed of mh

properly.
“Idon tknowmt P’ve done, but

if I've done anything wrong, I've -
dpae it in ignorance, so I'm not .

going to worry about it,” Camcnter \

Sumrow this mommg confirmed

.- that the inyestigation includes a

look into whe@hcr firearms taken

- from the Sheriff Department’s
. broperty room were later used as
. door prizes at a picnic.

Another allegation involves ﬁre-

~arms that supposedly had been
) ~ recorded as destroyed later being
~ . foundin asafemtheshenff’sofﬁce, :
- Sumrow said ;

Asked about the firearms, Car-

.. penter said, “I don t know anything
. about any guns.”

He declined todlscuss the allc(a?

A "é tions and blamed the mvestlgatiqn

on pplmeal enemies. .
“It§ political. That’s what it IS,
- said Carq;nter who has announced
Planstoscekathudte;m nextyear.
‘Sumrow said the investigatmn is
(Mpre on INQUIRY on Page 30) 3

said before his 90-minute appear- .

ance before
TheTems bemmmtis
gatmg the nll’miom about three -

grand jury. N

- weeks ago, said Lt. DmndBymwat N

" regional heidquanerﬁ in Garlan‘d.
Neither he nor special prosecutor
Galen Sumrow, the district attorney .
‘of Rockwall Coumy,n would specnfy
* the number or value of the ﬁreaniis
“thought to be involved. ' N
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Firearms
reportedly
were gifts

BY STEFANI GAMMAGE
AND BILL HANNA ‘

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — An investiga-
tion into allegations that weapons
from the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Department property room were
disposed of improperly began aftera

complaint was made by an attorney -

for several deputies.

Leonard Schilling, an attorney v
| . from the Combined Law Enforce- -

ment Associations of Texas who is
representing an unspecified number

of sheriff’s deputies, said yesterday— y

he reported the alleged im-
proprieties to the Tarrant County

District Attorney’s Office. \
Schilling said the deputies main-

tain that it was a common practice

for property to be given away by \\\ s A in his Gffce.

Sheriff Don Carpenter.

Carpenter, who along with four
department employees testified be-
fore a grand jury Wednesday, has
denied any intentional wrongdoing.

R SR

Deputies spurre .
into sheriff’s gun policy

“That’s what the grand jury is
here for,” Schilling said. “They will
make that determination.”

Lt. David Byrnes of the Texas
Rangers confirmed the allegations
were reported by a CLEAT official.
He said a subsequent inventory of
the property room and Carpentpr’s
office was conducted by investiga-
tors from his agency, who are com-

paring property records with what

was found. Investigators took in-

ventory of items in the department -

Oct. 15.

Rockwall District Attorney*

Galen Sumrow, who has been.ap-

pointed as special prosecutor, said -

more than 50 weapons were in Car-
penter’s office when investigators
arrived.

“There were guns in his officeand
not in the property room,” Sumrow
said.

He said investigators have yet to
determine why the sheriff had the
guns.

: said: “He’s the sheriff. I
don’t think that it would be unusual

that he was keeping them in there as tried‘ fo do “39 right “’“" _M" ;
long as they’re there and can be ac- . then.” - N, oo Nt
counted for.” L S -t..\Sever‘al y:mad agg, “ﬁgw

RO E S % s \ 10Ns were € Dy €mp. oyees h

Carpenter said he could notoOM-  \jyinieerayone in the Sherif's De-

“Iwish I could tell you, butlcan’t
untilthis whole grgmd Jury processis
over with,” he said last night.

R T Rt T

o

Sumrow said the number of guns
in the property room do not match
some property room log books. In-
vestigators have yet to go through all
the records.

“I’'m not going to say they are not
there,” he said. “There could be a
reasonable explanation. They could
be simply misplaced, but it’s some-
thing we’ll be looking at.*

Former Tarrant County Sheriff
Lon Evans, who served for more
than 20 years and was succeeded by
Carpenter in 1984, said yesterday
that he had built a room adjacent to
the sheriff’s office where he kept
weapons to be used as evidence.

Carpenter, whoappeared before a
Tarrant County grand jury Wednes-
day, has categorized the allegations
against hisdepartment aspolitical.

However, Schilling said the tim-
ing of the allegations was not con-
nected to Carpenter’s efforts to seek
re-election next year.

“The reason why they waited is
not political,” Schilling said. “They

“partment, but evidently “it was just
brushed under the rug,” Schilling
said.

dp

N
N

Sch_illing declined to name the
deputies he represents, citing fear of |-

reprisal by Carpenter.

Capt. Bill Hardin, who heads the
division that includes the property
room, said he has never had com-
plaints about mishandling of prop-
erty.

Sumrow said the investigation in-
cludes a look into whether firearms
taken from the property room were
later used as door prizes at a 1986
de'partment picnic. At that picnic,
William R. Tatum, a bailiff with the
department, supposedly was award-
ed a gun as a door prize.

Tatum, who was among four dep-
uties called to testify Wednesday
with Carpenter, has declined to
comment, :

Ray Bell, president of the Tarrant

County Deputy Sheriffs’ Associa- | -

tion, said he attended a Sheriff’s

t picnic at Twin Points L
es Eagle Mountain Lake in 55
. cither 1986 .0r 1987 when

. Fm door prizes. However, | -
g', not know the origin of the NN

Resort on

3
L
¥ | o

: !1 ' was under the impression that
.they were new guns and had been
" bought,” he said, Boua

7.

robe
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. about 3,400 inmates. This year, more

~ The sheriff

. Acrucial job in modern, urban Texas ,

In old England, he was the shire reeve
— the one who went out and found the
bad guys and brought them before the

court. In bygone days in Texas, the sheriff ~

did much the same thing. But in present-
day, urban county Texas, the sheriff’s job
is much different.

Today, the sheriffin urban county Tex-
as is not so much a law-enforcement offi-.
cer as an administrator and keeper of the .
keys.

It is long past time in urban Tarrant
County to view the job that way and
approach it that way. Only by doing so
will county citizens, the criminal justice -
system and county government best be
served. i

Consider what is happening with the v

Tarrant County Sheriff’s Department:

® This year, about half of the county’s
tax money will go for criminal-justice op- -
erations. More than half of that amount
— close to $35 million — will go for
operation of the sheriff’s office.

® This year, the sheriff’s office will
have an authorized strength of almost -
1,200 employees. That’s about one in eve-
ry 2Y2 county workers. ) IR

® This week, county jail facilities had

than $25 million of the sheniff’s almost
$35 million operating budget will go for
inmate incarceration. GRS :

BT e e o - e
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~® If crime trends continue as projected
and if more efficient ways are not found to
house inmates, officials believe the sher-

lionto $60 million a yearby the turn of the

century. That will necessitate additional .

county tax increases, as it has in recent
years. .

m The above figures are for operations
only. They do not reflect capital costs,
such as jail buildings. In recent years, for
example, the county has spent some $55
million on jails. Most of those were built
with borrowed money.

One such facility is the new downtown,

~ high-tech jail, which cost more than $40
- million. Officials believe two or three

more jail buildings and/or inmate work

farms will be needed before the end of this
~ decade, adding tens of millions more to
the county’s jail cost and debt. That, in
turn, wiil mean that fundreds of addi-
tional jailers and other sheriff’s depart-
ment workers must be hired. Again, itwill - -

result in tax hikes. -

® Administrative costs in the sheriffs |
office continue to rise. In 1988, those -

costs were about $800,000. This year, |

they will total more than $1.4 million.
® At the same time, though, some

- other sheriff’s operations are costing less
- money. For example, the investigation

unit this year is budgeted for $545,472, or

~about $30,000 less than last year. The

SN\
N

M,g - Bo———
patrol division will get $1,8 11,750, about

s

. $153,000 less than last year, Some other
—division costs will either be less or about
the same.

These and other sheriff’s dep'artmer.lt |
budget numbers show what obviously is

" tration is where the money is going. On

* remaining static or declining in impor-

tance. That, too, makes sense. For exam-
ple, patrol functions are costing less, as
they should, because more of the county’s
rural area is being annexed by the cities,
leaving less area for the sheriff’s depart-
ment to patrol. :

What all of this tells us is that the job is
much different from what it once was,
that the emphasis has changed, that the
demands have shifted, that there are new
requirements in ability for the sheriff.

It tells us that the sheriff of today must -

be a skilled administrator.

It tells us that the sheriff must be a
master at budgeting — and that includes
everything from understanding the num-
bers to adjusting to growing, changing
requirements as well as recognizing and
being willing to reduce spending where
needs have declined, even if that means
surrendering supposed turfand/or power.

It tells us that the sheriff must be able,
wisely and competently, to select, hire,
initially and continuously train and fairly
" promote personnel.

I

t tells us that the sheriff must not only
worl,;ooperatively and imaginatively

- with Commissioners Court, which has the
responsibility of setting the county tax

rate and formulating the county budget

-~ which, as has been noted, are enor- |

~ happening: Confinement and adminis- -

" the other hand, some functions are either
iff’s office could cost taxpayers $50 mil-

fsh,eriﬂ’s race will be the most imp

and to act accordmgty

mously influenced by what goes on ifi the
sheriff’s department — but to do.jt will-
ingly, with insight and with initiative,
It tells us that the sheriff needs to be a
leader in the Tarrant County law-enforce-
ment community, able to command re-
spect and then guide, establish a con-
sensusand achieve cooperative venture.

It tells us that the sheriff must be influ-
ential apd persuasive with policy makers
n Austin as well as at home. :

A tall order? You bet. But that is what
the Job demands. :

And the pay for it certainly is such that

N

2N

N

f\\

-

\
N

N
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we should not accept anything less —it’s. |

acompetitive $74,000 this year, with ben-
efits such as a car, with almost assured
annual raises. W XSS

We say all of this because few if ai';y of N
‘these required abilities have beendemon- |

strated by the incumbent sheriff, because -
we know the financial impact the office
has and will have on county taxpayers,
because we realize the negative impact
that it has and will have upon’ county
government unless changes gr¢made

W e say it now because the 1992 ¢elec- | -
tions are a

pproaching, because the
local political decision voters ke

next year and because we hope it will
~encourage qualified candidates to seek

the position, to shape and seriously de- |
bate the issues related to this office,

Above all, we say it in the hope that it
will encourage county ' 0 pz

government and to them personally.
~And, when the time comesto vote, to be
asfully informed andpreparedaspossible -

the criminal-justice system, to county

\-—:

T

Special attention to this office, toconsider |
what has and has not been going on there - N
in recent years, to realize what it meansto | -

>
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| Autopsy

of starved

boy today

BY FRANK PERKINS
Fort Worth Snr-Telc;rgm

FORT WORTH — Sheriff Don
Carpenter said today he would pro-
vide security for Jay and Linda Hill
toattend the funeral of their starved
13-year-old son only if a judge or-
dersthey be released from jail to go.

“If the judge tells me to, then I'll
send; them,” Carpenter said. “I
don’t believe a judge will let them go
to the funeral, though, if they did
what I read in the papers.”

The Hills have been jailed since
their arrests Nov. 4 on charges that
they chained their son, Stephen, toa
metal bar and starved him periodi-
cally over several months. He died
Saturday at Cook-Fort Worth Chil-
dren’s Medical Center, where he_
had been in critical condition since
paramedics found him comatose in
the family’s White Settlement home
Nowe 3, @i wni i

An autopsy, witnessed by a pri-
vate pathologist at the request of
Linda Hill's defense attorney, was
expected to be conducted today.

Although Stephen’s funeral ar-
rangements have not been complet-
ed, Jay Hill’s attorney said yester-
day he feared the parents would be
endangering themselves by attend-
ing because of the strong public sen-
timent against them. ;

- Charles F. Baldwin — represent-
ing Stephen’s mother, Linda Hill —
- .said Saturday that the boy’s death
may have been caused by a blood
infection triggered by something
other than starvation. He said he
meant no disrespect to Peerwani.

Baldwin could not be reached yes-
terday for additional information
on the blood infection.

Kathy Williams, a spokeswoman
for the hospital, would not comment
on the child’s death except to say it
occurred after 12 days of treatment
inthehospital’s intensive care unit.

“His little body just gave out,”
said Robert Hoover, the attorney
appointed by a judge to represent

the Hills’ two sons. Douglas Hill,

Stephen’s 12-year-old brother, was

‘also found to be malnourished.

Douglas is in the custody of Child
Protective Services and will be
placed in a foster home until a deci-
sion is made on whether he will be
allowed to live with relatives.

Jay and Linda Hill are in Tarrant
County Jail in lieu of bail totaling
$300,000. A county grand jury in-
dicted Jay Hill, 42, a General Dy-
namics - engineer, last week on

 charges of injury to a child and kid-

napping. :

The kidnapping charge grew out
of evidence that the boy had been
chained to a metal bar and was held
against his will in his family home.

A grand jury later will hear accu-
sations that Linda Hill, 37, commit-

" ted injury to a child.

Marilyn Williams, a Child Pro-

tective - Services caseworker as-

signed to the case, said Douglas was |
. aware of his brother’s death.

“He cried some and showed some
grief, which is good,” she said. “He
is taking it pretty hard because he
and Stephen were so isolated, with
no friends and kept right around the
trailer home, that they grew very
close.”

. Williams said Douglas has seen
his grandparents and other family
members since the arrests Nov. 3.

“He’s had very open relations
with his family members who are
here; we hope to place him ultimate-
ly with his relations,” she said.
“He’s a real sweet little kid; you just
fall in love when you see him. It just
breaks your heart.”

Williamssaid Douglas had gained
a little weight during his stay at the
service’s assessment center, where
he is undergoing psychological tests
and other examinations to deter-
mine his education level.

Carpenter said security for the'

couple would involve at least four
deputies. <

Stephen’s grandmother, mean-
while, said yesterday that the Hill’s
were “devastated” by the boy’s
death.

“They were not just sorry; they
were devastated,” said Barbara Hill
of Smithfield, Utah, mother of Jay
Hill. “They were convinced he
would make it. He was improving
and we had every hope he would
recover.”

|County Medical Examiner Nizam
‘Peerwani honored arequest to delay
‘the postmortem 48 hours to allow a
court-appointed defense attorney

“time toretain another pathologist to

witness the procedure.
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Guns reported destroyed
by sheriff’s office found

|
|

|

|

|
|

Carpenter }
calls probe
‘politics’

BY BILL HANNA
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — At least five
guns that the Tarrant County Sher-
iff’'s Department listed as being de-
stroyed have been recovered by in-
vestigators looking into allegations
that the department improperly dis-
posed of property-room weapons.

“We have recovered some weap-
ons that were shown to be de-
stroyed,” said Rockwall County
District Attorney Galen Sumrow,._.
who was appointed in September as
aspecial prosecutorin the investiga-
tion.

“They were recovered from five
or six different people,” Sumrow
said.

One of the recovered guns was
awarded as a door prize at a fund-
raising picnic for Sheriff Don Car-
penter, Sumrow said. However,
Sumrow said he could not say where
the other weapons were recovered.

When the guns were found, they
were not being used for law-enforce-
ment purposes, Sumrow said.

Carpenter, who was en route to

Austin for a meeting of the State

Commission on Jail Standards, |

could not be reached for comment

| yesterday. Officials at the meeting

said he was not scheduled to appear
until this morning.

Carpenter testified before the
grand jury Oct. 30. Before appear-
ing, he said the investigation was
“politics.”

He has not commented about the
investigation since his grand jury
appearance.

Also called before the grand jury
were jail Administrator Jim Minter,
formerly head of the internal-affairs
division; Tommie Hathorn, a train-
ing officer; Thomas Hastings, super-
visor of the property room; and Wil-
liam R. Tatum, a bailiff in Judge
Albert White’s court.

Tatum reportedly received one of
the recovered weapons at Car-
penter’s 1986 picnic at the Twin
Points Resort on Eagle Mountain
Lake, a source said. Tatum could
not be reached for comment last

FW STAR-TELEGRAM
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night. He had declined earlier to |
answer questions about the gun. _
Sumrow said he expects to pre-
sent additional evidence to the
grand jury in two or three weeks. He
said he is beginning to review about
1,000 documents concerning prop-
erty-room records and also is look-

ing at transcripts of grand jury testi-
mony by Carpenter and four ‘

department employees.

Sumrow said he also is troubled
by discrepancies between the num-
ber of firearms found in the sheriff’s

property room and the number of |

weapons listed in log books.

“I'think it’s a problem when gov-
ernment records reflect that weap-
ons are in the property room, when
in actuality those guns are not
there,” he said.

Improperly disposing of property
that is evidence in a criminal matter
is official misconduct. If the value of

the weapons is more than $750, the

offense is a felony.
Investigators have been unable to

. determine why Carpenter kept

more than 50 weapons in his office.
The guns were found when Texas
Rangers took inventory of items in
the department Oct. 15.

““We have no idea what they were
being used for,” Sumrow said.

But Sumrow said allegations that
Carpenter kept property-room
weapons at his house are untrue.

The allegations against Carpenter
surfaced in September when an at-
torney for the Combined Law En-
forcement Associations of Texas re-
ported allegations - of weapons
mishandling to the Tarrant County
District Attorney’s Office. On Sept.
9, Sumrow was appointed by state
District Joe Drago I11.
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'LETTERSTO THE EDITOR |

Plea for sheriff’s patrol

In regard to the Nov. 10 editorial “The
sheriff,” I believe that the newspaper along
with most of the residents of Tarrant Coun-
ty are not aware of just how important the
patrol division is. Most people are under
the same impression as the Commissioners
Court that when a city annexes rural land, it
isareason to decrease the patrol division.

It is a fact that 90 percent of the land

annexed is just that — land. In fact, the

population in the areas patrolled by the
Sheriff’s Department has increased in the
last 10 years. What this means is that we
now have more people in less space than
ever before. Directly, the patrol division of
the Sheriff’s Department protects approxi-
mately 50,000 people. lndnrectly, the de-
partment protects every resident in Tarrant
County.

I do not know of a Metroplex city of
50,000 that has as few as four patrol officers

“on the streets at any given time. Given the

distance between the unincorporated areas
that the deputies have to patrol, atotal of 35

officers assigned to patrol dmes is very
inadequate. It should concern everyone in,
Tarrant County because one day they might
find themselves in need of anloﬂ’wer anfl
there might not be one available. =~

The sheriff has on numerous occasions
attempted to explain this to Comnnssion-:,,
ers Court, but to no avail. Becmnicthc:eomam
missioners think the patrol division is so
unnecessary, they allowthedeputmwmk
their lives every day with antiquated equip-
ment such as a radio systemthatdoa %
work on a constant basis.

All of the residents of Tarrant Count
should question this. Send a letter to Sheriff

0
)
"
|
|
+)
‘o

- Don Carpenter. He will be glad to emlain"’)
" what he has tried to do, but the Commis- |

sioners Court has always managed to stop
him. I should know. I'm married to one of
those unimportant patrol deputies.
—Belinda F. West '

Newark

» .
J SN

Lessons from sheriff’s staff

Iam an 18-year-old Tarrant County Jun-
ior College student who recently began
work on a research paper on the Tarrant
County Jail and correctional system. I visit-
ed the jail to gather some information
through interviews.

I was treated two different ways by two

employees of the Tarrant County Sheriff’s /

Department.

First, I was told by Chief Deputy John
Pempsell that he did not have time forme.1
watched him drink coffee and tell a joke to -
other people in his office before I entered. I
believe someone paid to serve the people
should do so — no matter what that per-
son’s age is.

Second,lwastoldtoseeJC Minter, the

Tarrant County jail administrator, and that
he could help me. Minter not only helped
me, but went out of his way to be kind.
Minter was in a meeting with three other
officers and still took time for me. I will
remember both of these names at the next
election for Tarrant County Sheriff.
—Caollin Croft
Haltom City

|

|
|
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Mark your calendar for November
- Vote Carpenter out of offi ee

Don Carpenter’s long, disgusting

run as sheriff of Tarrant County

may finally be nearing an end.

Actually, the run hasn’t been all
that long — it just seems like a life-
time since Carpenter first pinnedon
that badge. |

He was elccted in 1984 and again
in 1988, anq he’sexpected to run for
re-election in 1992 — if he isn’t
indicted, in jail or otherwise in-
disposed.

If he does happen to turn up on
the ballot in next year’s election,
Tarrant County voters will face no
more crucial responsibility than the
task of turning Carpenter out of off-
ice. If we do nothing else in 1992,

we’ve got to get rid of Don Car-

penter.

Carpenter’sadministrative inept-
itude has created a nightmare of
mismanagement and inefficiency in
the sheriff’s office. His managerial
moompelencehasdestroyed morale
in his department and driven away
qualified employees.

‘His personal oafishness has been
a constant source of chagrin for the
citizens of Tarrant County.

““Tarrant County has had enough
embarrassment over thisman,” "says
— Marilyn Lowrie, a county resident
who has ch&mhendf"durmg
the past several years to exposing
Carpenter’s mismanagement, arro-
gance and flat-out stupidity.
- At one point, Lowrie went to a
county grand jury with adetailed list
of allegations involving Carpenter’s
operation of the sheriffs depart-

ment. The grand jury looked over |

theinformation and tooknoaction.

But now, another grand jury is
mvesngaung the possible mishan-
dling of weapons collected by the

sheriff’s office in connection with

criminal cases. The special prosecu-
tor who is heading the investigation |

has said that several guns listed as
‘being destroyed have been recov-
ered — including one that was
'awardedasadoorprizeatafund-
raising picnic for Carpenter.

Thesearesenomchm'l‘hey ‘
could lead to indictments against ‘

_ witha proclivity for sticking his foot

- resigning, good for

the sheriff. They could lead to jail b

time for the sheriff.

Rumors are flying in courthouse :
- circles. One report says that Car- |~
penter will be indicted and pro- |

secuted; another says he will resign
and promise not to seek re-election
inordertoavoid being prosecuted.

Whatever happens, we know this |

much: If being a moron were a capi- |
tal offense, Carpenter would have |
been on Death Row years ago.

It takes a world-class ignoramus |

to be proud of being ignorant, but |

Carpentemasproudastheycome

Before his grand jury testimony |

on Oct. 30, Carpenter said this:
“Idon’t know what I've done, but |,

“if I've done anything wrong, I've |

done it in ignorance, so I'm not
gonﬁgtoworryaboutlt. :
‘He’s obviously too ngnomnt to

wen-y
It would be bad enough if Car- |
penter were a harmless dunce

{
)
”
& V"
4
w
P

7 Decemeeas 8501,

. of him in

~ Fort Worth Star-‘!‘o‘logmm )
- TUESDAY P.M., l 72/

hcm nommauonmtheMmchpn.
f mary. There wnll& no legitimate
' reason — none —
* for Carpenter. anmtovote
If he mehowsﬁmthmmme o

Republmpnm wemm 'ﬁ:",': .:' '

the general election
November. 8 ,.‘P v
Oncwayoranomer Carpenter - .-
‘hasgottogo. Sy

n'zr”“'... pean '

v,_..,'.

l'll

r Yy,

in his mouth: Like the time he said |

onethingoneday,andanotherthing |
‘ thenextday,nndthcnmedtoex- }

plain the contradiction:
“Imust have misquoted myself.”

But it's much worse than that.

Carpenteris not merelystupid. Heis
dangerous.

In August 1989, two people died |

after Carpenter insisted on taking

chameofahostagecnmﬂmhewas ’
“totally, hopelessly unequipped to 9

deal with. -
lfasrandmryoraspeclalmo-

WANNS

secmorcanpmsureCupentqnmo ,

them. The
soonerwegetthugoofoufofthe
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| Selzed gun

islinked
to sherlff

2
" I
§ Carpenter admits he |
= |
el gave pistol to official |
4 BY FRANK PERKINS ,
- Fort Worth Siar-Telegram ;
v FORT WORTH — Texas
Rangers investigating whether |
weapons from Sheriff Don Car- :
penter’s property room were im-
properly disposed of b eoonﬁseat;{ﬂ
ed a small handgun the sheriff gave
: County. Commiss:oqn J.D. John-
son some years ago. -
g | ‘Carpenter said he rcmemhcred
. giving the pistol to Johnson but
i couldnotrecallthedetmls. T
3 “I had written down in a book
i who all county employees had guns
% fmm us,” Carpenter said yesterday.
“Somebody’s taken that book out of
- _myoﬂiceandlcantﬁndlt.lflhad ‘
i thatbook,lcouldtellyouwhohad ‘
o what guns.” 1
@ Carpenter said the book listed
gunshehadpassedouttohnsdepu ‘
‘g - ties and to other county officials,
e including Johnson. Carpenter said
Bl he believed he gave the gun to John-
il | son early in Carpenter’s first term in
oot 1985. Healso said he was concerned
‘.d about the missing book that listed
L Gu nS been with the sheriff’s knowledge justputitin yourpocket in caseyou j
s and consent.” ne;d lt(;:t gy o ‘
! Johnson said he turned over the n ober, Tarrant County
¥ _ From Page 29 small, double-barreled, .38-caliber ~Criminal District Judge Joe Drago
4 : ; derringer to Rangers about two appointed Sumrow to investigate
5 .wl}‘o possessed which guns. ; weeks ago. allegations of official misconduct in
i Seems to me like that book is “I met them, took them out tothe  the sheriff’s office after accusations
i county property and whoever t00k  car and gave them the gun and they that Carpenter or his officers had
¥ itcommitted theft,” Carpentersaid.  gave me a receipt for it,” Johnson improperly disposed of weapons or-
. Carpenter said he is convinced  said. ~ dered destroyed by court orders.
;g “that whoever took the book passed it Byrnes confirmed that the One of the weapons listed as de-
e -on to the Texas Rangers. Rangers had received the gun from  stroyed in departmental records was
j , “Th.at must be what the Rangers  Johnson. given away as a door prize ata Car-
= -are using to call everybody anq pick Johnson said that he had no idea  penter campaign barbecue in 1986.
8 up these guns,” Carpenter said. where Carpenter got the weapon Other guns also listed as being de-
& i Capt Da_vnd Byn_nes of the Tex?s and that he thinks the sheriff gave stroyed turned up in the possessnon
;it,?; ‘Rangers said last night that he did  him the gun because of illegal trash of various people, investigators
€ not know of any book containing  haulers in his district. said. 4
Sl information about the weapons. “One day, the sheriff came up to Carpenter and some of his senior
“Wedon’t haveit,” hesaid. “I'm  me and gave me the derringer and  Officers have testified before a
not aware of one. ’ - said, ‘Here, J.D., put this in your Travis Countygrandjury,and Sum-
“Everything we have obtained pocket; you may need it sometime row has said he expects to present
Afroer: th% sheriff is ﬂ:imulgxh duly is-  with all your trouble out there.’ I more evidence to the panel.
sued subpoenas and when we've  told the sheriffIalready had a pistol, |
asked and received something, it's  buthesaid, ‘Thisisarealhandyone: 1o this rensy . anna contributed
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J PS to care for Tarrant inmates %

BY FRANK PERKINS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — John Peter
Smith Hospital will take over medi-
cal treatment of sick and injured
inmates of the county jail system
early next month.

Tarrant County commissioners
yesterday approved a contract un-
der which the county will pay the
Tarrant County Hospital District,

which operates John Peter Smith,
$1,430,000 a year for the service.

The county currently pays that
amount for one physician and 28
nurses on the sheriff’s staff to treat
the 3,700 inmates.

Inmates needing surgery, hospi-
talization or diagnostic testing are
transferred under guard from the
jail to the hospital, a system that
consumes both guard staffing hours

Inmates

From Page 19

“Wehadtohavesomehelp,” Car-
penter said. “We couldn’t hire any
nurses. They’re at a premium so the
only thing for us was to have the
hospital come over and take it
over.”

Carpenter said he will keep Dr.
James Holbrook, the current jail
physician, and one nurse on his staff
to back up the JPS staffing plan.

“They will be my staff and they
will be there to help out if they’re
needed,” Carpenter said.

Jail Administrator Jim Minter
said chronically ill inmates, those
suffering from heart disease and
other life-threatening conditions,
_are kept in a special medical tank
“just outside the medical station in

the old jail downtown.

and budget dollars, saxd Sheriff Don
Carpenter.

“Having JPS in there wﬂl be the
best thmgthat ever happened in that
jail,” Carpenter said.

Carpenter said he asked for help
from the hospital district and JPS
earlier this year after he was unable
to fill long-standing vacancies
amonghis 32-personmedical staff. |

(More on INMATES on Page 22) '

!
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‘That area of the department seemed to be

“We have about 25 or 30 people ¥
in that tank on the average,” Minter . running smoothly and Carpenter concen:
said. '+ trated more on problem areas. Many of us

The new Tarrant County Correc- | are proud that he used the proceeds. to
tion Center has a state-of-the-art - improve some of the working conditions in
medical facility with an emergency -/ his employees’ offices and to boost their
clinic, dental facilities, dlagnost]c # . morale, which ultimately helps them dq,a

area and hospital wards.

“We have not occupied that floor %
7 cares for the people more than the politj-

yet, but we probably will have it
operating by the time the hospxtal
takes over the medical services after
the first of the year,” Minter said.

Carpenter has been filling the new
1,440-inmate facility floor by floor.
It now houses 768 inmates on four
floors.

Carpenter said having JPS in
charge of medical matters at the jail
facilities will ease his concerns.

“Even when those inmates are
sick, they’re still the responsibility
of the sheriff,” Carpenter said.

 better job for us.

We’re proud that we have a shenﬂ' who

7 cians. It gripes them that our sheriff doesn’t
~, play their game the way they want. We're

#, alsoglad he’s nota smooth-talkingcon man,

7~ politician, lawyer or hypocritical money-
/ grabbing TV evangelist that could sweet
/ talk the rest of the political system and the ‘

~ Star-Telegram.

% Look at all that escaped the public eye :

% with Presidents John Kennedy, Lyndon .

7 Johnson, George Washington, etc. The list
7 is endless. In comparison to these great

i humanangels, but when we havea man

| men, Carpenter is an angel. There are fio |

| gives it all he’s got, won’t accept bribes like
most politicians, really cares for us as citi-
zens who deserve law and order, is con-
stantly working to correct any wrongs al‘t‘d ‘

" Avote for Carpenter - E

This is for all the good residents of Tar- cares more about Tarrant County bei
. rant County who want law and order safe place than padding his pocketbook
justice. Sheriff Don Carpenter is deﬁmtely,_ political future — well, we'd be wrong ﬂﬁt
the man for the job. The thousands of us 'to vote for him.
“ whosupport him are tired of seeing the Star- '/ m ,
Telegram constantly maligning him for Fort: Wonh
, any straw you can magnify out of propor- . ‘
’ tion. The Star-Telegmm has been at our 7
sheriff’s throat since his first day of of’ﬁqe, oy
before he made any mistakes. 4
Let’s face it, there isnot a person onean.h
who could run such a major operation and
- facility with hundreds of people under him
~ without making mistakes, evenif’ theyhada
hundred years of experience. It’s just not
fair to persecute Carpenter for followmgm
. the footsteps of our previous sheriff who
had, for instance, run the now infamous
- “banana wagon” for many years without
“the only major paper in Fort Worth playing
polmcs and creating scandals. |
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Carpenter
answers
subpoena

BY BILL HANNA
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Sheriff Don
Carpenter this morning was meet-
ing with a grand jury investigating
allegations that Carpenter improp-
erly gave away guns from his proper-
ty room.

The special prosecutor in the
probe, Rockwall County District
Attorney Galen Sumrow, said yes-
terday he had issued a subpoena for
Carpenter, who was served with
document this morning and began -
meeting with the grand jury about™
11:30 a.m.

Carpenter’s attorney Bill Ray,
who accompanied the sheriff to the
session, said he was considering
advising the sheriff not to testify.

“If they want me there, I'll be
there,* Carpenter said last night be-
fore he had been served with the
subpoena. “1 would expect they
would serve me at the office. That’s
what they did last time.”

On Oct. 30, Carpenter and four
other Sheriff’s Department employ-
ees testified before the panel for
about an hour and a half.

Since then, numerous rumors
have circulated around the depart-
ment about Carpenter’s fate. But
Sumrow said the investigation like-
lywill continue intoearly next year.

“We're still gathering evidence,”
he said. “With the holidays coming
up, I don’t think we’llbe abletowrap
this up until the second or third
week of January.”

State District Judge Bill Burdock
granted the grand jury a 90-day ex-
tension Dec. 11 after grand jurors
said they needed moretime toinves-
tigate the Sheriff’s Department and
to consider “the possibility of in-
dictment.”

Ray said yesterday he had heard
rumors that his client would be
asked to testify but knew nothing

(More on SHERIFF on Page 22)
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‘Sherift

From Page 21

1 officially.

“I don’t mind them talking to ‘

" him, but I would like to know what
f it’s about,” he said.

The investigation still revolves

~ solely around guns, said Capt. Da-

vid Byrnes of the Texas Rangers,
who are helping Sumrow investigate

. the case.

At this point, investigators have
recovered three weapons that were
missing from the property room.
One was returned by County Com-
missioner J.D. Johnson, and anoth-
er came from Sheriff’s Department

- employees who reportedly received

them as door prizes at a department
picnicin 1986 or 1987, Byrnessaid.
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alleganons that he gave away guns that belonged to lns department.

Sheriff returns

FORT WORTH — Sbenff Don
Carpentertesnﬁed yesterday forthe
second time before a grand jury in-
vestigating allegations that he gave
: awaygunsﬂmtwcmshcnﬁ‘sdepan
ment property. -

Flanked by his attomeys, Bill Ray
and Joe Brent Johnson, Carpenter
declined to comment as he left the
courthouse after testifying for about
30 minutes. However, Johnson said,
Carpenter was not subpoenaed but
testified after being asked to appear

//,/‘//'/ p

t- testlfy in

by the grandJury

- Carpenter first appeared beforc“‘

the grand jury on Oct. 30, when he
and four Sheriff’s Department em-

‘ployees testified for about an hour

and a half,
Special prosecuto:,* Galen Sum-

‘row, who is the Rockwall County

DlstnctAttomey said he will return
to the grand jury at least once in
January. He said he has no plans to

call Carpenter again.

= T ‘ ! mw«ms.ureummrmuum :
Shenﬂ' Don Carpenter leaves grand jury room after testifying about

A L N SRR s ey e

CLARIFICATION

Pat Howell, who is head of the .

- Tarrant County Sheriffs Depart- |

ment Internal Affairs Division and
who testified before a grand jury
Fnday, was not identified by Com-

missioner J.D. Johnson as havmg |

given Johnson a gun. Wording in a
story yesterday concerninganinves-
tigation into whether Sheriff Don
Carpenter improperly disposed of
county property could have been
misinterpreted.
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“Do you recall each year, how you're flooded with fear
Afraid you haven’t sent all your friends a card;
Well, I shudder with shame, when I think of your name:

Did I? Let me think real hard.

TN

=%

“I sent one to Aunt Amma, to my cousin in Alabama;
And to a pen-pal in Kalamazoo; S IS
To Carpenter and Pempsell; and 400 Others at the jail; S i’/ 7
But did I send a Christmas card to you? SIS Q

“To Ann Richards down in Austin; and to the Kennedys in Boston, AP
And Phil Gramm who ought to be in Timbuktu: AP 79

But, right here I must pause, and dash one off to Santa Claus; AP
Shucks! I wish I could recall the card for you!

“Of course, without fail, I sent cards to Bush and Quayle v / /
And they both came back to me with postage due: SIS
LUl admit that’s pretty cold; for they were embossed in gold, I
But nothing like the card I had for you. SIS

“I mailed to Nolan Ryan; to the Cowboys who keep trying
And, to Cleburne, Gee, I sent quite a few:

But the thought that really vexes; of all those mailed in Texas; ’
I can’t recall the card for you know who. W

“I mailed to Aggieland and Baylor; even sent one to Liz Taylor;

And movie stars at their Hollywood rendevous: r'_‘,? :
I remembered Anita Hill; and the judge who teased at will; A
But what about that special card for you? 7 A S

“To the Sheriff in Tipperary; the officers in Grand Prairie;
And to all the ones who wear the badge on Blue--

But, I'd give everything I own; the car, and the telephone
To learn what happened to that card for you.

“Well, here it is December, and I still can’t remember;
And, I don’t know exactly what to do:

But, to prove I'm not petty; in case you've gotten one already, , s
Here’s wishing TWICE the season’s joy to you.” /

TIETELTTTEL LI IITETL IS LIS TP T 4
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Bonds

From PaL

‘used to write more than $4.3 million
inbail bonds.

@ Local bondsmen essentially
have a monopoly and generally
charge 20 percent fees, which would

‘be_illegal for licensed bonding
agents of insurance companies. Cit-

ing difficulties in collecting bond
forfeitures from out-of-town firms,
the Tarrant County Bail Bond
Board has consistently refused to
allow such agents to write bonds.
The state-regulated agents do work
in Dallas, Denton, Parker and John-

son counties: The fees usually

charged in Tarrant County are out-
lawed for allbondsmen in at least 13
other states.

- These findings were made during
the newspaper’s computer-assisted
analysis of 286 bond forfeitures or-
dered by Tarrant County district
judges between Jan. 1, 1990, and
Sept. 30, 1991. Those forfeitures did
notinclude cases in which fugitives
were returned to court. In those cas-
es, bondsmen collected partial re-
funds on their forfeitures after court
costs and other fees were deducted.
Hundreds of land transactions used
by bail bondsmen to produce collat-
eral during 20 years were also re-
viewed. Dozens of interviews were
also. conducted with judges, pro-
secutors, bondsmen, jail inmates
and bail-bond regulators in more
than 40 states.

i After seeing the newspaper’s find-
ings, district judges implemented a
long-discussed change in bond-for-
feitures rates and pledged a further
review of the system.

> And that system is huge.

i Fedby the nation’s fourth-highest
crime rate, the local bail-bond sys-
tem has blossomed into an en-
terprise that writes an estimated
$108 million in bonds each year. It
also has become the primary meth-
od. of easing the crisis at an over-
crowded jail, a facility that now
costs taxpayers $ 145 000 to operate
each day.,

“We get about 2. 300 people a
muonth out of this jail. If we didn’tdo
that. . .there’snot enough buildings
in downtown to hold everybody,”
said Jerry Trimble, president of the
‘Professional Bondsmen of Tarrant
County.

“We’re legitimate, small-business
men and we render a substantial
financial beneﬁt to the county,” he
said.

10 be fab from ns mtemloﬂl';

__ The way that benefit is adminis- |
Mclnweter, sometimes appears

Total bonds forfeited: The county ordered final judg-
ments on $1,123,900 in bonds during the period.
Collection percentage of total bonds forfeited. The
mmmmmm-w
of $795,790.

Collection percentage of total bonds forfeited. The
judges collected between 10 and 100 perceni

of the bonds they forfeited, or $614,515.

mmsur'lhm- / FRANK PONTARI
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Beech agreed: “ldontthmkntsfiii
toputhlmbackmjaﬂ:ldon’ttbl:g%
constitutional. . . . He’s already ‘
bondsman. The bondsman has already
been taken care of.” .

Burdock said he re-jails “able-bﬁt:
died” defendants who cquld,but % |
eamn the money to hire a law j
making bond. He gives them awarning
the first time they appear without a |

|
|
}

he said. Usually, he sand, he n.e..g,;z;
points a lawyer for them at county ex- |
pense..

He said he tries not to mterfmin |
legitimate disputes over legal fees. “Byt.
if someone has given a lawyer
but$2003ndpromlsm,l’mmt goingio ;
require that lawyer to stay on the case,” |
he said.

o}
Nonethel&&thatpohcygves lgye f
v »

theomnunitytoconf«mthanm

ney 4
That happens when a dcfendamfg

denied a court- attorney s

ly because he can make bail. In m

appears to be a violation 6fmm

4
Others, however, cannot emam |

thatnsocwmmmwtmg

An unidentifi ed bond agen}waits for ,aperwnrk at the new county jail -

S 71 SN
“Asammle,nfyoumaﬂ’ i
tomkeaband,ymmaﬁordtomé
hWYﬂWtM’snmmysﬂlem !
he said. “... In facg,tha;ﬁmrmuq
prohibited by statute. In my view, it’s -
not within judicial discretion.” !
Daaomdbemmannamgr;
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investigator. “We don’t get into that
kind of investigation typically, and that
may be a weak point.”

That weakness was underscored by
the newspaper’s examination of more
than .20 years of land records that
focused on 70 deals involving property
pledged as bond collateral. Much of it
was bought from the city as surplus land
and then valued at prices averaging 241
percent above those set by the Tarrant
Appraisal District. Surplus land usually
* is_vacant lots or abandoned houses
seized for back taxes. Such properties
are usually difficult to sell because it is
almost impossible to obtain title insur-
ance on them.

In a typical case, a vacant surplus
residential lot in Stop Six was valued at
$1,500 by the Tarrant Appraisal Dis-
trict and at $7,500 by the bondsman’s
appraiser. The latter value was based,
in part, on comparisons with land in
more valuable areas.

In 55 cases involving city land .

bought by Charles McCaslin, the
bondsman used one real estate broker
asanappraiser. The broker, Willie Jean
Lupo, 53, does not qualify under state
law to appraise bail-bond land.

After interviews with the Star-
Telegram, the bail bond board
scrapped its 4-year-old method of ap-
proving appraisers. The board voted
this month to require that all future
work be done by members of private
appraisal associations that set national
standards.

As a resu It, Lupo, who had been on
the county’: listof approved appraisers,
became in ligible to write local bond
appraisals a; of this month. She said she
isworkingtoobtain a state license from
the newly created Texas Board of Ap-
praisers.

The bondsmen

When Florida rewrote its bail bond
laws in 1989, it used Texas as an exam-
ple — of what not to do.

Florida and other reforming states
wanted to avoid the monopolies that
occur in some larger Texas counties
that operate their bail bond system with
little state oversight.

In Tarrant County, for example,
bondsmen often charge fees that exceed
the industry’s going national rate by 33
percent. There is also little emphasis on
collecting the full amount of bond for-

The Surety Association of America

writes a rate manual, adopted by the

Texas Insurance Commission, that sets.

the national bond fee rate at 15 percent

of the bond amount required. The usual
rate in Tarrant County is 20 percent,
although there are exceptions.

Part of that is caused by the county’s
de facto refusal to allow agents of in-
surance companies to write bonds or to
adhere to the price standards set for
insurance agents.

That means that local bondsmen face
no external competition. The county
also accommodates them with low for-
feiture collections to relieve jail over-
crowding. The bondsman also have

said that they will be bankrupted if they -

have to pay full forfeitures.

In Florida, which is considered to
have one of the nation’s most progres-
sive bail bond systems, the business is
markedly different.

Sally Burt, bail-bond coordinator for
the Florida insurance commissioner’s
office, rewrote the law in 1989. Burt
required the state’s property bondsmen
to post cash or cashier’s checks at their
local courthouse to back all bonds,

' Florida also demanded that all
forfeited bonds be paid at full face value
and established strict guidelines for the
suspension and removal of bondsmen.
The state also capped bond fees at 15
percent.

In44 otherstates, a diverse pattern of
regulation can be seen. '

For example, at least 18 states re-
quire bondsmen to forfeit the full value
of the bond when a client is missing,
Nineteen states do not allow
bondsmen such as the 61 who do most
of the business in Tarrant County.
Those states require that all bonds be
written by licensed insurance agents.

Ohio bondsmen, however, operate in
a regulatory climate similar to Texas’.
The state places no limit on fees, which
range between 20 and 30 percent. Ohio
does require its bondsmen to be li-
censed insurance agents, but it allows
them to settle the bonds for 10 percent
of face value in some cases. At least 18
other states reported that bondsmen’s
fees are unregulated.

In Tarrant County, the bail bond
board has governed local bondsmen for
the last six years. Only one insurance
agent — after appealing to the district
attorney’s office — has been licensed to
write bail bonds in Tarrant County, but
that ageny’s company went broke. How-
€ver, insurance agents write bonds in

many other Texas cities such as |
ton and San Antonio as well as
counties surrounding Tarrant.
Tom Anderson, the : ]
director for Grammercy Insurance |
Houston, said the practice of excludirtg
insurance agents has earned Tarran
County areputation asaclosed shop,
- “We'vecomeinin the pastand put

‘an application and they 've been able o

keepusout. . . bysitting on the applica
n'ons,’f he said. “ln,q Way!&y'tﬁ B 0
but ina way, bail-bond lmrdsafggg-
£aroo courts, D

Local bondsmen, however, prefér

how business is done in Tarrant Cof
ty. “By far, I think, Tarrant Con
the best county in Texas,” said ’
ble, the bondsmen’s president. “f thie
different members of the stae %ﬁ

Tarrant County, because we hive

tionships with our judges ary our pr
se‘cutors.‘l'hﬁycannotjéven;ﬁlm ‘
lsigin SR Y, O e
not have a good image; appointed
acommittee to handlelzu interviews for
this report. J v

“We're ‘a_little /paranoid. We’lt

!

‘acutely aware of the fact that we have

very poor image in the eyes of the public
and with some members of the crimi-
nal-justice system,” said Trimble. |
Despite that image, bondsmen hav
ral to the justice syster
asthey help enipty an overcrowded jai
Each year, they write 27,600 bonds
Tarrant County. In addition to m
partial bond-forfeiture payments; the
spent $101,453.51 on the ¢
police who retrieved fugitives 'fr
other jurisdictions in fiscal 1990, sai
Trimble. They also paid $46,000in

- to the sheriff. ! v

Wiy

Tom Carter, a bondsman and fiv
term member of the Tarrant it
Bail Bond Board, said the industry
bases its rates on the client’s collateral
and the risk of flight — not on a 20
percent standard, although thatmoh
often is the amount charged, =~
Carter defends the fees mfom
front lines of theTanantConnt_yij

system. Ina way, he said, his fee and the

money spent to hire a lawyer may be the
system’s only deterrent. .
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. was dying. Consequently, when she ' b

learned of the higher sales pnm of | ,
the medical and industrial lots, i ig- |
noring them would have been unfair
to the bondsman, she said. {
“I realized that the [comparable
sales] I was using in those days were
the only comps I could find, and
they raised the value of some of
those original ones,” she said. ‘
Despite the zoning and value dif-
ferences, Lupo said, she believed
that they were among the only com- |
parable sales made in the areas.
Standards enforced by state law
require appraisers to examine the
recent sales of at least three similar ’

have been aware of thq brobl

since 1989. That was when they or- | ,
dered the county’ spurchasingdu'eca i
tor, Sharon Gunn, to begin appear- |
ing at courthouse auctlons at which
bondsmen’s land is sold. Her mis-
sion was to push property bid&lngh

er. '
Guin said the plan has helped - i
recoup the county’s losses. On six
occasions, Gunn has been the hngh- ;
est bidder. She invested $1,397 in |
county money to rebuy land that

had been used for $147,000 in bond

collateral. She plans to use vndeo- !

properties near the subject property. ,, mpe presentatlons to ﬁnd buye

O nly property pledged as collat- -
eral when a bondsman applies
foralicense is verified as to titleand |

value, Jim Bearden said. Bearden,a

private investigator, was hired by |
the bail bond board five yearsagoto
check backgrounds on applicants ’
for bail-bond licenses.

After the licensing check, Bear-
den said, bondsmen can move prop-
erty on and off their bond collateral
lists with no review.

“Where the system may fall down
are with properties that are brought
on or taken off [after licensing),” he |
said. “We don’t get into that kind of |
investigation typlcally and that
may be a weak point.”

Bill Roberts, TAD’s executive dl-
rector, sa:dhesavévndencethatball
bond land was pledged at inflated
values when he served as the coun-
ty s director of mfonnanon ser-
vices.

e wasawaroofn becauseofthe
fact that I had watched this thxng
come and go with the county,” said
Roberts, who is also the county’s
chief appraiser. “I had no business
being involved then, and I don’t |
have now. But it ’sourresponsibility
accordingtothelaw toappmwland
at full market value.”

After discussing the Fort Wonh
Star-Telegram’s findings, Roberts
said that he considers Lupo’s meth-
ods invalid and that TAD values
represent full market value in tbe
area.

* “In general, an industrial zomng '
dwgnatwn pushes the value of
property way up,” Robertsr said.

although she said she is unsure
~ the clouded titles will aﬂ'ect
sales.

ot all of the county’s losses
have been caused by appmu
als. Cor e 80 A
“One of the problems is thatswe |
have been in a declining real estate! .
market for several years, and thdt
has hurt a lot of people,” said Jerry: j
Trimble, president of the Profess
sional Bondsmen of Tarrant Coun-
ty. e o
Consequently, Just-ascounty land
values dropped, so did those-as®
signed to bond collateral — but thdt
doesn’t necessarily mean the collaf
eral values have changed. "'
After a recent order from the bail
bond board that appgnls be'up=
dated, Lupo haschecked some of the'
land she appraised for various baib
bondsmen to ensure that its condi-
tionisunchanged. Shélssuedalmd
to the bail bond board
the unchanged condition wnhub
finding new sales or updating ap<
praisals. s |
‘But she has done na;hmg wrong
with those updates. Ll OIa . |
“The problem I see is with the |
guidelines. ... I'm doing exactly
what they said we should,” Lupo
said. “Why don’t they change theif
guidelines?” ild |
Indeed, everything Lupo, McCas

linand others dealing in bond collat

eral did appearstobewnhmconﬂy

guidelines. : Basg

McCaslin picked Lupo fromia
1988 list of 10 appraisers that'the
county authorized to do bond land

appraisals. e |

1973, sad she was uuam-efm

‘.know

nﬂeandbmne\fer‘ ‘ ﬁhv :
most of her busim m ihe W
“Pm 53 year‘sofdm'ﬁMlm
want o start over in my life,” she
said. “So, I’vegottod'onlﬁ ellas

bail bond board when he boughtthe ~ *
landandhuedl.nt)otowpfaisent.
“Ididn’t make the law,"’Mm o

lin said. “T just follow them.” ,
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Lawman’s o
guH | taken DECEMBER 30 1991 ‘
inscuffle

BY KATHY SANDERS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — An arrest
warrant has been issued for a 26-
year-old man accused of overpower-
ing and disarming a Tarrant County
deputy sheriff yesterday after drag-
ging the lawman 200 yards with a
stolen pickup, officials said today.

Deputy Michael Clayton Coursey
suffered a bruised right knee during
the scuffle with the man. Coursey
had stopped the truck for speeding
on Farm Road 2871 about a mile
south of U.S. 80 in western Tarrant
County.

Neither the pickup nor the sus-
pect, who is wanted on an aggravat-
ed assault on peace officer warrant,
had been found this morning. !

Sheriff’s investigator Harvey — |
Lantrip said Coursey was on patrol :
when he clocked the pickup truck ‘
gomg60mphma40-mphzone e
about 4:45 p.m. yesterday.

After obtaining the driver’s li- ;
cense and checking the license plate,
Coursey discovered the truck was
reported stolen from Decatur and
the driver’s license was suspended,
Lantrip said.

When Coursey told the driver he
was arresting him for driving while
his license was suspended, the driv-
er walked to the rear of the truck, he
said.

Coursey then tried to handcuﬁ'
the man and the man resisted, run-
ning toward the deputy’s patrol car,

The deputy yelled and the man
stopped, Lantrip said.

But the man resisted again when
Coursey tried to handcuff him. The
suspect ran to the pickup and started
driving away, he said.

Lantrip said the deputy ran to the
truck and reached inside.

After traveling about 200 yards,
the pickup turned onto someone’s
yard and stopped short of hitting the
porch of a house, Lantrip said.

“The suspect managed to reach

down where the deputy was lying on
the floor board and grabbed his .
weapon out of the holster,” he said.
“He pointed the weapon at Cour-
sey’s head and Coursey dove out the
open door and the suspect took oﬂ'
in the truck.”

ys

200 yards, warrant sa




B e e . e

s

A

7

7

7

T

7

TIT7TT, T
I 77 iy

.

77

7

by
N

N
N

F

:
i
]

SIS LS LSS




e %

.s,./x.‘; s
. ..//%A///VOUVVVWMRJ//zfz,//// WO
AR UL,
Nl
. '.oru‘.z;,»al..t.

%
kS
NN

=

A0

'

) ; 5 ﬂ.-_,

AR
OO
f.J NNy ../,vﬂ N‘ »/tty

~ %

1992

STAR-TELEGRAM

JAN. 1,

\ b R N N ~— .
> W SRR 3 "\ \
LR
% - % . Y " \ 3 \ . ) %N ’ N\
WO\ u, . 5NN X ) NN W Jr../ /;./w//.n,.



BY MICHAEL WHITELEY
Fort Worth Star-Telegram |
FORT WORTH — Citing news
reports that hundreds of thousands
~ of dollars in overpriced land has
been pledged to secure bail bonds,a
Tarrant County prosecutor said yes-
terday that he will pushto reduce the
- value of bond collateral to levels set
by the Tarrant Appraisal District.

' The move would sharply reduce

| the collateral levels at which bonds-
| men can write bonds. It could also
, stop some bondsmen from freeing
|\ any more suspects until new land is
: offered for collateral or certificates
|

of deposit are established to secure

outstanding bonds.
‘ Steve Chaney, senior staff attor-
! ney for District Attorney Tim Curry
. and Curry’s representative to the
| Tarrant County Bail Bond Board,
| saidhe willask the board ata Jan. 22
. meeting to reject private appraisals.
~ Some are now submitted on land
. pledged as collateral. State law al-
' lows bondsmen to use private ap-

praisers.

Chaney wants to tie the values of
all land pledged as collateral to TAD
assessments. If successful, the val-

. ues would change as bondsmen

"““pledge new collateral and as their

- existing collateral is revalued when
they renew licenses over the next
two years. That means some bonds-
men could see their collateral value
drop dramatically.

For example, a Fort Worth Star-

. Telegram computer analysis of 55
' parcels of surplus city land that
bondsman Charles McCaslin origi-
- nally purchased showed that TAD
. assessed them at $176,863. But real
estate broker Willie Jean Lupo val-
ued them at $426,882.75. The bail
bond board has declared Lupo and
some other appraisers as unquali-
fied to appraise bail bond land.

Of those lots, McCaslin pledged

24, which TAD priced at $72,488, at
collateral values of $187,557.75 and
sold the others to friends and rela-
tives in the bail bond business.
- Bondsman Tom Carter bought and
- pledged 13 of McCaslin’s lots at val-
- ues of $104,800. TAD had valued

- them at $44,375.

R

|
|

Prosecutor secking
toreduce appraisals
~ for bond collateral

City officials further questioned

. the value of the surplus land, saying

t!;at its seizure for taxes made it
difficult if not impossible to obtain
title insurance.

But state law allowed McCaslin, ‘

Carter and their associates to write
$10in bonds on every$1 in collater-
al— or $4.3 million in bonds on the

' whole package. In case of a default,
. the land would be sold at a sheriff’s
. auction for a fraction of its ap-
. praised value — leaving the county

- with the potential of thousands of

. dollars each year in unpaid bond
| forfeitures.

Chaney lost a bid before the board
— which governs Tarrant County’s
“bail bond business — for a similar
' change last summer. He said he is
 calling again for the change because
. of the newspaper articles.

~ Chaney said many bondsmen al-
‘ready use TAD values, and he said

‘the board should be able to value
|'collateral at levels no higher than
‘taxing levels.
. *“We will accept that as the value
‘and greatly resist accepting any
_other figure,” Chaney said. “It
- makes good common sense . . . and
it gives us some symmetry.”
Leaders in the bail bond commu-
_ nity, however, said Chaney’s plan

violates state law, which allows

‘them to submit appraisals by mem-
- bers of one of several nationally rec-
‘ognized appraisal associations.
 “Thedifference [in values] would
'put me out of business,” McCaslin
'said yesterday. “The law that was
- passed two or three years ago said as
long as we’re using a certified ap-
 praiser we could use the land for
‘collateral at 100 percent of the ap-
‘praisal.”
' Chaney’s plan drew a similar re-
‘sponse from Carter, a bondsman
' who is also a five-year member of
. the bond board.
“Hell no, it’s not legal,” he said.
' “The purpose of the bail bond board
' is to implement the law — not
~change it. The law says one thing

~and he’s not going to change it.”

\f
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' Criminal District Judge Sharen
| -

‘r Wilson, who was scheduled to as-
. sume the chairmanship of the board
! Jan. 1, could not be reached for com-
. ment. She has said previously that

| she was concerned that the board
- hadacceptedland at inflated prices.

- Thecall for change comes amid a
| series of reforms that bail officials in
- Denton County are considering and
. an examination of bond laws by the
. Texas House Committee on Crimi-
nal Jurisprudence.
The Denton County Bail Bond
- Board is scheduled to meet Jan. 23
to discuss a push to change the
 state’s bail bond laws. Board staff
- assistant Bonnie Holley-Coil said
| the county has asked Attorney Gen-
. eral Dan Morales whether they can
‘ leyll)f reject bondsmen’s private
| appraisals.
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held in plot ;
againstdad

BY KATHY SANDERS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram \

FORT WORTH — A l9-yean-
old Tarrant County jail inmate who
mistakenly believed he would inher-
it at least $100,000 if his father died '
was charged over the weekend with
u'ymgtohueanothermmatetok!ll ;
his father, investigators said. B

Jeremy Randall Thomas was to. :
be paroled from the jail in February |
after serving time on convictions of |
theft and credit card abuse. The
charge of solicitation of capital mur-
der levied against him Saturday caru ‘
ries a bond of $50,000. ;

Tarrant County Sheriff’s lnvestn-. l
gator George Wilson said Thomas
approached another mmate wnth,

Plan
From Page |

the murder-for-hlre plot, saying he
wanted that inmate to kill his father,
Charles David Thomas, 42, who
lives in the Smithfield area of North
Richland Hills.

Instead, the inmate went to jail
officials, telling them “he could save
somebody’s life,” Wilson said.

“He told us there was a boy in his
tank wanting to kill his father,” V/il-
son said this morning. “He asked
why and [Thomas] told him there
was a $100,000 to $150,000 life in-

surance policy his daddy had and

the son was the sole beneficiary, or
so the kid thought.”

Wilson said Charles Thomas,
who at first didn’t believe investiga-
tors, said he had no life insurance
policy of that amount, but at one
time had a $50,000 policy that
named his son the sole beneficiary
That policy is no longer in eﬂ'ect
Wilson said.

Wilson and investigator Harvey
Lantrip talked with the inmate,
whom they would not name. Wilson
said the inmate told the officers that
Jeremy Thomas first approached
him in December with a question:
“If you didn’t love one of your fami-

“wanted his father killed and about
‘the insurance policy. Thomas

ly members, would you mind them
being killed?” .
Thomas told the inmate that he

promised to give the other inmate at
least 25 percentofthemoncyanda
house if the inmate would kill
Charles Thomas, Wilson said.

- “The kid told him that he and his
daddy never got along and the dad-
dy was always real mean to him,”
the investigator said. ““It was a situa-
tion where the parcmshadbeensep—
arated for a while.”

‘Thomas also reportedly held his
hands up to the other inmate and
told him, “These aren’t the hands of
someone who has to work for $5 an

~ hour. Allthat moneyis out there and

it’s all mine when he [the father]
dies,” Wilson said.

~ After a statement was obtained
from the inmatc, the inmate agreed
to wear a wire to record any other
conversations he might have wnh
Thomas, Wilson said.

About 2 p.m. on Dec. 26, the in-
mate recorded a conversation he
had with Thomas in which Thomas
reiterated his desire to have the in-
mate kill his father and said he was
serious about it, Wilson said.

The investigator said Thomas
and the inmate discuss three differ-
ent scenarios on the tape-recorded
conversation in which Charles

- Thomas replied, “He’s the only one

Thomas would be killed.

The first scenario would be a |

drive-by shooting, in which the in-
mate would drive past the father’s
house when the elder Thomas was
outside and “just shoot him dead,”
Wilson said.

Thesacoqdealledforthemmnte
topuplothefatber’shouse,knodm
outhedootandaskforduecﬁons.,‘
Wilqmmdmmutddthcmmme.
to take a shotgun “and shoot [the
father] in the face.”

When the inmate asked how he
would recognize the older man,

that lives there, so shoot whoever
comes to the door,” Wilson said,
adding;hltthefatherdoeshavea‘
roommate.

The third plan, which was the one

“to be used, was to wait for the older

Thomas to start his daily routine by
leaving for work early one morning,
follow him to a teller machine, get
out while hiding the shotgun and ask
the father for directions.

“When the father turned around,
he wanted the inmate to stick the
shotgun to his head and blow his '
face off,” Wilson said, “then to push
the body back in the car, pushthecar |
oﬁ‘thechlfand setthecaronfire.”

-
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y leaders criticize candidates
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;
BY BILL TEETER !
Fort Worth Star-Telegram p j
FORT WORTH — Gay and lesbian leaders yesterday lambasted ||
rifPs candidates who say they would resist hiring gay men or ||
ians, and one harshly criticized candidate O.L. Watson for saying f

!
;
|
|
»
r
|

t he would just as soon jail as hire a homo§exual deputy.
Watson, a former Tarrant County commissioner, drew applause
"hursday night at a candidates’ forum where he said that he would
il, rather than hire, homosexuals if he could. i
“Not only would I knowingly not hire them, if I could prosecute
em, I would putevery one of them in jail,” Watson saidatthe forum,
nsored by the Pro Club, a pro-family organization based in Hurst.
“If people engage in homosexual activitx, theyare vmlapu_g the’ !aw
d they need to bearrested and locked up like any other criminal.
Three other GOP sheriff’s candidates who attended the forum —

B e,

(More on SHERIFF on next page)

Sherift

David Williams, Steve Marshall

and Tom Graves — agreed that |
they, too, oppose hiring gays and

lesbians. None, however, joined

Watson in saying that homosexuals |

should be jailed.

Theee other COP Sandidates — | - & Viat Dl s b g

| Rathburn recently was quoted as
' saying he had no problem with hir-
| ing gays or lesbians.

Sheriff Don Carpenter, Mike Utley
and Jim Hunter — did not attend
the forum.

The opinions expressed at the fo-
rum are perturbing but not unex-
pected, said Carlos Northam, presi-
dent of the Tarrant County Lesbian/
Gay Alliance.

“Certainly, that does not surprise
me coming from law enforcement |

and Fort Worth-Tarrant County,”
Northam said. “As I understand it,
O.L. Watson is running for sheriff
andiscertainly notsomeone I would
be supporting.”

Northam also said that if the Leg-

islature ever strikes the 112-year- |

old sodomy law from the books,
“they won’t have any choice but to
hire them.”

Northam said that Watson’s com-
ments are “just an indication of the
homophobia, lack of understanding
and unwillingness to understand by
Mr. Watson.”

Ron Rasmussen, co-founder of

Texas Gay Veterans, said he be- |
lieves gays and lesbians are on the '

Sheriff’s Department force,

- *“whether or not they know it.”
From previous page -

The sheriff’s candidates, Watson
in particular, are going against the
grain of Fort Worth attitudes as a

5 whole, he said.

“Theentire Fort Worth attitude is
really live and let live,” Rasmussen
said. “Mr. Watson is going against
the grain. Some issues have to be
low-keyed and soft-pedaled.”

Northam and Rasmussen point-

Asked later to explain his com-
ments, Watson said that homosexu-

. alactivity is a violation of state stat-

utes.
State District Judge Paul Davisin

March struck down as unconstitu-
tional the state’s sodomy law. But
Texas Attorney General Dan Mor-
ales is appealing the decision, said
Ron Dusek, a spokesman for Mor-
ales. Both sides requested the ap-
peal, saying that they want the issue
to be decided by the U.S. Supreme

Court. A hearing on the appeal is

scheduled for later this month in the
3rd Texas Court of Appeals in Aus-
tin.

The law states that individuals

must be caught in homosexual don-
duct, Dusek said. It is a mis-

demeanor punishable by a fine of as |

much as $200. bt
Legislation to strike the sodomy
statute from the books repeatedly
has been introduced in the Legisla-
ture but has not gained support. .

S
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fog up sheriffrace

I pick up the newspaper on Friday, and I
see where four of the seven Republican
- | candidates for Tarrant County sheriff say
- they will not hire homosexuals to work as
deputies. Candidate O.L. Watson goes one
step further and says that not only would he
not hiregays, butifthings were up tohim, he
would “put every one of them in jail.”

This is an interesting notion, considering
the ever-lit no vacancy sign down at the jail.
On Friday, there were 3,657 people in the
Tarrant County Jail or 217 people more
than the place is authorized to hold. The
local jails are spilling over because the state
penitentiary is full.

Texas is building 14,500 more jail beds,
and voters have approved a bond issue to
house another 25,000 prisoners. But the

reality is that the police are locking up |

murderers, armed robbers, rapists and bur-
glars faster than the state can find places to
put them.
It is estimated that roughly 10 percent of
the population ishomosexual, which means
= that in Tarrant County one could expect to
¥ find about 100,000 gays.
_ I can only assume Watson means to lock
up all of them — lawyers, doctors, accoun-

lice officers. 1 say assume because I
couldn’t reach Watson for comment.

= Watson’scall for jailing homosexuals got
" a round of applause from members of the

itself pro-family. Now I’'m wondering, are

or do they want to turn the murderers,
ists and robbers loose?

atson cited the state’s sodomy stat-
'Y ute as basis for jailing homosexuals.
Buti seems that he needs to take another
|| ook it the law.

Coun y. Evenso, the offenseis justa Class C
m isde ineanor on par with litteringand pun-
ishabl: by a $200 fine. Not by jail.
The ther GOP candidates at the forum
vid Williams, Steve Marshall and
G aves — said they, too, were against
' 3§ | firing gays.
: ' Sheri/T Don Carpenter, Mike Utley and
im Huater were not at the forum. Hunter
: nxdhcwouldnotdnscnmmatcagunst
homosexual applicants because of the
hrea oflawnms Utleydeclmedtocom

)
|

wr,
/
g

7

‘Th statute, though still on the books, has |
. bzen found unconstitutional in Travis |

tants, hairdressers, ballet dancers, teachers,
journalists, firefighters and, yes, even po- f

|\ Pro Club, a Hurst organization that calls
| these people ready to ante up for new jail

THE FORT WORTH
STAR-TELEGRAM
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‘Bui thebottomhneuthatpeopledon‘l"‘r
#wwonyabom etting AIDS froman |

L“yor

Cinfected

straight —
theytephnnmgtohvemorm ‘

with them.
»Jwabmneveryonedmntheworkm

has gotten the message that AIDS is not

transmitted through casual contact. You

hm:towonderwhypeqplemngmgfor_ ;

.wbhcoﬂicedon’tknowthls.

nmaybeWilhmdnumwthmaad
was just th to the Pro Club
mVidwboaenandl
md,aboruonare vertised.

| Abortion wastheotherbigquestionat the
.fm(’rhefourcandndatesmgumdtnce
said they were against it.)
y Whatd:ﬂ‘umoedounmkewhetherthe
sheriff is for or against abortion?
- Weare not talking about a public official
whohstheab:htytochanaelawltbotmn
is legal in Texas, and the sheriff is bound to
hplmldthelaw
What difference does it make if a deputy

-

psmorm:gmifthatpermisquﬂiﬁed :

forthe;ob?
bnnymtothcrulmeathmd.

~MMMonorthese;nﬂ

preference of deputies — orevenlockingup
homosexuals, as ludicrous as that is— have
no place in the race for sheriff. Except to

po:nﬂlphoweompletelyumﬂwdaomof ;

these candidates are.

Peoplewhpespowdmnmunon—-'

racial, religious or that based on sexual
p:efetmce should not be elected to off-

Beymdthat,theshmﬂ’sucemobm-
poﬂmt for voters to get adetracked by
but irrelevant issues.

mmmﬂofTanthmma ’

bndauof$35mdlnon.amifoﬂ,200§m-
and the county jail. The county jail
mhehnchpmm tlnloalerimmlmoe

Whoeveruelectedabmﬂ'notonlymuu
be an able administrator, but also must be
able to find innovative ways to house more

gdmotepmomuthadeudemdthe ,

crime rate progress.

ﬁunadmhmmment.mdthc |

candidates should be asked hard questions

about their qualifications and their plans to

address jail overcrowding.
“'Those are the issues that matter.

" Debbié"M. Price’s column appears Wednes-
day, Friday and Sunday.

inst homosexuality
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—Missing
- guns key
to charges

" BY BILL HANNA
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

turned six indictments against Sher-
iff Don Carpenter yesterday, accus-
ing him of taking confiscated
weapons from the property room
and of falsifying records.

The grand jury also took the unu-
sual step of recommending that Car-
penter be removed from office
pending the outcome of the cases,
and the panel called for an audit of
the department.

Carpenter, 60, faces two to 10
years in jail and fines up to $10,000
on each of the six counts. If convict-
ed, the two-term sheriff, who is run-
ning for re-election this year, will be
removed from office.

Carpenter, who was released on

$1,000 bail, had no comment after
the indictments were returned. But
one of his lawyers, Joe Brent John-
son, said the investigation is politi-
cally motivated, and Johnson at-
tacked the credibility of the
indictments.

“There are things in these indict-
ments that I don’t understand,” he

and quite repetitive.”

Special prosecutor Galen Sum-
row, the district attorney for
Rockwall County, said the indict-
ments are based onsolid evidence.

*“I think the evidence substanti-
ates the indictments,” he said.

Sumrow, who was appointed spe-
cial prosecutor in September, said
the indictments concern five
handguns and a rifle*that were

(More on SHERIFF on Page 2)

his own recognizance after posting-

said. “They are very loosely drawn -

FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM

' seizedasevidence in criminal cases.

. Three of the indictments involve
- charges of tampering wii h a govern-
‘l;mental ‘record. They allege that
| property room records were falsi-
 fied on three weapons. The date the

A Tarrant County grand jury re-=_crime is alleged to have occurred,

Oct. 15, is more than a month after
' Sumrow was appointed to investi-
 gate the department.

- Two of the indictments allege
- misapplication of fiduciary proper-
i ty. Those involve two handguns giv-
~ enas door prizes atapicnicin 1986,

Sumrow said.

The sixth indictment alleges theft
of more than $200 but less than
$750 by a public servant. The accu-

~sation is that a weapon was taken

from the department’s

“room and moved to a closet in Car-
penter’s office, Sumrow said.

That closet was built by Car-
-penter’s predecessor, Lon Evans,
who has said he kept confiscated
-weapons there during his tenure.
-+ Investigators are still trying to ac-
~gount for other weapons, and more
-indictments could be returned be-
_fore the grand jury’s term expires in
:March, Sumrow said.

-2 Notrial date has been set for Car-
- penter. Sumrow said he is about to
- begina capital murdertrial that may
~prevent him from working on the
ter case for as long as three
‘months.

- Grand jury foreman Jerry Part-

-the 12grand jurors saying Carpenter
‘should not hold his job while the
*gase proceeds.

<. “Inthe interest of Tarrant Coun-
ty, we recommend that Sheriff Don
Carpenter be removed from office
effective immediately pending the
disposition of the indictments,”
Partlow said. “In addition we, the
grand jury, request that you make
the district attorney and county
‘Commissioners Court aware of this
recommendation.”

r SIS
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Carpenteris
1ndicted

- havetoappoint a special prosecutor

}
!

Ii)w also read a note signed by 11 of

- “Based on the evidence a

-

f- Carpenter, who has filed for the ~
~ March 10 Republican primary, has . *
/' no plans of stepping down, Johnson -
' said. Six other Republicans and #
. three Democrats have filed torunin |
~ the primary elections for sheriff,
' “He’s still in charge,” Johnson
, said. “He’s still in control.” ,
~ Removing Carpenter would be a !
 separate procedure from the crimi-
- nal investigation, Sumrow said.
j Understate law, an adult resident
of the county can petition the court
to remove an elected official. The
petition would then be handled by
the district attorney’s office, which j
would decide whether to take the
case to a civil court. There a jury !
would hear the case. ‘
- Throughout the proceedings, the
! judge_hearingthecase’eouldremove |
 the sheriff without pay. The sheriff
- would get the pay retroactively if he
won the case. , %
Tim Curry said yesterday that if
such a petition were filed, he would

|

- 1o consider it, in order to avoid a
conflict of interest.
Sumrow said he will not be that

—— ==

’ special prosecutor. v

However, Curry said the district -
attorney’s office will probably ~
advise the Commissioners Court -
howthestatuteworksauomepoint, ls
possibly at the next meeting.

“I'm sure we’ll sit down and ex-
plain the statute just like I'm ex-
plaining it now,” Curry said. \

In calling for the audit of the Sher-
iff's Department, Partlow said: |
infor-
mation this grand jury has heard we
recommend that a team of auditors,
professional law enforcement ad-

'~ ministrators, including consultants
~ if necessary, audit and review all

functions, procedures and sections
9ft§chmCmntysheriﬂ’qoﬂ‘- A
o S ‘ /7 :




‘Before voting yesterday, srand
jurors heard testimony fm!’lx‘lh Chief
Depgty.lohn Pempsell and Thomas
- Hastings, who is in charge of the

Pmpeﬁy room.
The Sheriff’s Department investi-

gation began in August when Leon-

ard Schilling, an attorney for the
Combined Law Enforcement Asso-

ciations of Texas, filed a complaint
on behalf of several deputies. In the
complamt he said that guns were
missing from the property roomand
that Carpenter had given away two
guns at a 1986 picnic.
‘Curry cited a potential conflict of
interest because the district attor-
' ney’soffice represents Carpenter on
. some legal issues. He asked state
District Judge Joe Drago III to ap-
point a spec:al prosecutor. Sumrow
was appointed Sept. 9.
On Oct. 30, Carpenter and four
- others were called to testify before
 the panel. Before testifying, Cars
penter said he was unaware of any
| investigation and said he had done
- nothing wrong.
In December Carpenter testified
again. Since then, he has declined to
talk about the allegations. /

\\\\\“

H

Judge Bill Burdock talks with at-
torneys after the grand jury read
the six indictments on the miss-
ing weapons charges.

Forl wmh Sm.'rml PAUL MOSELEY
3 b et reads grand jury requests after announcing Don TN
oreman




Sheriff Don Carpenter,
County Justice Center with attorney Joe Brent

’

left, leaves the Tarrant

Step down

Johnson, who says the in
politically motivated.

It 1s time for Carpenter to leave office

Almost from the start, it has been bla-
tantly obvious that Don Carpenter was in
far over his head as sheriff of Tarrant
County. Then he went on to prove it

- repeatedly.

His tenure has been marked by costly
ineptness, and his actions have brought

- ridicule, confusion and acrimony to the

sheriff’s department and to county gov-
ernment. His some seven years of pitiful
and inexcusable performance has been a
painful, negative experience for county
citizens to have to endure.

Long ago, we concluded it was time for
Carpenter to go and said so more than

once. Now a grand jury has indicted him

. and recommended his removal from off-

f

. ice pending disposition of those indict-

ments. ; )
Yet, in reflecting upon it, we take no

solace in the fact that it has come to this.

For it is, in a curious but understandable
way, a sad time. It means this essential

Fort Worth Star-Telegram / PAUL MOSELEY |

vestlgation of Carpenteris :

link in our desperately needed criminal

Justice system is in a colossal mess, that
citizens are not getting what they deserve,
are paying for and must have.

This brings us to the only conclusion we
can reach: In the name of all that is mean-
ingful to the sheriff’s department, to law

enforcement, to county government, 10
county citizens, Sheriff Carpenter should
not fight the grand jury recommendation -

another day.

He should step down now before fur-
ther damage is inflicted, let others pick up
the pieces and begin to make of the Tar-

rant County Sheriff’s Department what it

can be, what it must be for those it is

supposed to be there to serve. L2
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of sheriffs in troub. ,e

BY LYDIA LUM
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Don Carpenter yesterday joined
the list of Texas sheriffs who have
found themselves accused of crimi-
nal wrongdoing.

Since 1990, at least five other

sheriffs across the state have had to
defend themselves. :
One sheriff agreed
to a plea bargain;
another is awaiting
trial. Of the three §
cases that went to §
trial, two ended in
convictions and
one in acquittal.

Forty years ago, aqother Tarrant
County sheriff stood trial — and
eventually won. x

In 1952, Sheriff J.R. “Sully”
Montgomery was convicted of fail-
ing to pay $5,500 in taxes over three
years and was sentenced to seven
years in prison. Montgomery re-
signed, despite original intentions
to remain sheriff.

Two years later, he was acquitted
during a second trial ordered after
the Sth US. Circuit Court of
Appeals reversed the conviction.
Montgomery, whodied in 1970, lost
a 1954 bid to regam the sheriff’s
post.

Last November, Hood County
Sheriff Edwin Tomlinson was ac-
quitted, too. A jury cleared him of
charges that he violated state bid-
ding laws while buying cars for his
department. '

A vyear earlier, former Rockwall

Carpenter:

County Sheriff John McWhorter

received 10 years’ probation for hlsfﬂ:;':- Fort Worth in Wise County, several

role in a marijuana and bail-bond

scheme. McWhorter approved re-
moval of more than 90 pounds of
marijuana from his department’s
property room and shared proﬁts

from the drug’s sale.
McWhorter resigned amid the
controversy.

In another drug-related scandal :

- former EastlandCoumy’ﬁcriff Dee
 Hogan 1sservmgathfee-y&rfederal
prison term, handed down in June,
for obstruction of Jusﬁaa in protect-
inga ‘mammoth speed-mnufactur—
ing and dlstnbutnon ring. While
sheriff, Hogan directed anemployee

to alter the arrest recordsofadrug 0

kingpin. 4

In Northwest Texas, thrmerClul
dress County Sheriff Claude Lane
quit his post after being indicted on
drug-trafficking charges last year,
according to the Amanllo Globe-
News.
~ Lane was accused of&nlistmsa
man — who became an informant
to federal drug agents — to sell 15
pounds of marijuana for $10,000
and keep any profits. Federal agents
have said the drugs were among
those seized in an area drug bust.

Under a plea bargam, l.ane
received a 37-month prison term in
September, a Globe-News article
said.

On Jaxm_9 a West Texas sheriff
was indicted on four federal counts
of cocaine possession with intent to
distribute. Presidio County Sheriff
Richard Thompson has said heused
more than a ton of cocaine to con-
duct aone-man reverse-stmgopera-
tion. :

Thompson, who faew hfe impris-
onment, has been suspended with-
out pay pending the outcome of
those charges, a department spokes-
man said. He is being held w:ihout
bail in Reeves County Jail.

Meanwhile, just northwest of

communities have called for the

; onster of Shcnff Im'oyrnurch aftcr

had said he would resign but

changed his mind because of exten-
sive media coverage. He also kept |

his concrete-pouring JOb




BY FRANK PERKINS
AND STAN JONES
.’ Fort Worth Star-Telegram
| One Republican seeking to
“~| unseat Sheriff Don Carpenter in the
> March 10 pnmary called on Car-
~ | pentertoresignin the wake of the six
"+ felony indictments returned agamst
- him by a Tarrant County grand jury
j yesterday.
«  Other challengers in the crowded
' sheriff’s race took a more moderate
stance and promised no “Don Car-
. penter-bashing” in their campaign-
ing.
Tom Graves, a reserve sheriff’s
- lieutenant, called for the resigna-
tion.

“I'wish him well, but for the good”

of the department and the citizensof.
Tarrant County, he should step
down,” said Graves, an executive
with Southwestern Bell Telephone
Co.

Another GOP candidate, former
Deputy Mike Utley, said the indict-
ments were not surprising

“After working in that depart-
ment for eight years, it always

‘seemed like something was wrongin
its administration,” Utley said.

“Ifa completei investigationofthe
department is made, they’ll proba-
bly find accountability problems in
other areas as well.”

Utley, one of five Republlcans
and three Democrats running
against Carpenter said the indict-
ments were “just the tip of the ice-
urg.”

The indictments accuse Car-
penter of placing property-room
weapons in a closet in his office,
falsifying property-room records in-
volving confiscated weapons, and
giving away two confiscated weap-
onsasdoorprizesata 1986 picnic.

On the advice of his attorneys,
Carpenter would not comment on
the indictments.

' Carpenter and Utley have had a
troubled relationship since Utley
announced his candidacy last year.
Utley said his transfer from an in-
thlgatot’sjob tothat of ajailer was

. retaliation by the sheriff. Carpenter

.llas said the move was necessary

use Utley’s investigator’s job
has been ghased out.

2 _._.
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Steve Hollern: Says development
will not hurt Tarrant GOP

Like ripples across a pond, shock
waves traveled throughout the Tar-
rant County political structure yes-
terday on the heels of the indict-
ments. _

Steve Hollern, chairman of the
Tarrant County Republican Party,
said the development would not
hurt the party countywide.

“Weare much biggerthan asingle
officeholder, or candidate for that
matter,” Hollern said.

He added that Carpenter, who is
seekinga third four-yearterm, isstill
a candidate and will be on the ballot
March 10.

“The deadline has already passed
for him to withdraw, so he couldn’t
pull his name from the ballot even if
he wished,” Hollern said. He added
that Carpenter had not given him
any indication that he wished to
withdraw.

Elected officials and other candi-
dates running against Carpenter

- were caught by surpnse when the

grand jury returned the indictments
yesterday. '

" “P've always considered him a
friend,” said former Pct. 2 Commis-

O.L. Watson: “I've .always
considered him a friend”

candidates running against Car-
penter.

“I somehow hope he’s exonerat-
ed; he’s had 25 years of law enforce-
ment experience without a blem-
ish,” Watson said.

Haltom City Detective David
Williams, another Republican can-
didate, said he would make no effort
to “trash Don Carpenter” in his

campaign.

“Everyone needs to understand
an indictment is not a conviction,”’
Williams said. “We need to with-
hold judgment until Don Carpenter
has his day in court.”

Republican Jim Hunter, a private
investigator who lost to Carpenter -
in 1988, said he hopes the voters

~remember that narrow loss in -

March. -

“] just hope the public realizes
that if 674 more of them had voted
for me in 1988, we wouldn’t be hav-
ing this problem today and the heal-
ing process between the sheriff’s off-
ice and the rest of the county would
already be well under way,” Hunter
said.

River Oaks Police Chief Dub
Bransom, a Democrat who lost to

sioner O,L. Watson, oneofthe GOP  Carpenter in 1988 and is challeng-
.
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From previous page
Ing him again, said that he was *“ap-
palled” at the indictments, but that
he believed that the sheriff has not
knowingly broken any laws.

‘I’d like to think it was a mistake
of the head,” Bransom said. “From
being around the man, I don’t think
he did anything knowingly.” !

Democratic candidate Glen Alli-
son, also a sheriff’s deputy, said the
indictments were a setback for law
enforcement.

“It is a very sad day for all law
enforcement officers when anything

o calls the public’s faith and trust in

them into question,” he said. “I

. hope for a speedy trial and that jus-

{ tice will prevail.”

Lupe Coronado, aretired sheriff’s
deputy and the third Democrat in
the race, could not be reached for
comment.

Surprise and caution were the
main watchwords among elected
county officials.

“I was very surprised at the in-
dictments,” County Judge Tom
Vandergriff said. “We now must
determine what role, if any, the
Commissioners Court will have in
the matter and I have asked the dis-

d "‘ trict attorney to be prepared to brief

the court on those matters Tuesday
when we meet.”
CommissionersJ.D. Johnson and
Bob Hampton have locked horns
with Carpenter several times over
jail administration and Carpenter’s
handling of the jail commissary.
“I think it is a very unfortunate,
sad day for Tarrant County,” John-
son said. “I hope everything works

. out for the best for both the county
' and the sheriff.”

Hampton said the indictments
would not mean a hiatus in county
law enforcement. “Even if he is re-
moved or resigns, it will continue to
be business as usual as far as law
enforcement is concerned,” Hamp-
ton said.

Commissioner Marti
venswaay expressed regret.

“I am sorry it happened,” she
said. “We on commissioners court
will have to work through it as
quickly as possible and in the best
way we can.”

VanRa-
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BY ROBERT V. CAMUTO
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
-~ FORT WORTH — From Congressto the
statehouse, and now the courthouse, legal
inquiries have been sending Tarrant County
political figures reeling for a while now.
As if the county’s economic troubles were
not enough, its political troubles are back in
the spotlight with Friday’s indictment of
heriff Don Carpenteronsix felony charges.
Carpenter joins a list of Tarrant County
officials who have run afoul of ethics prob-
ems: former U.S. House Speaker Jim
right, Texas House Speaker Gib Lewis
nd Fort Worth City Manager David Ivory.

A

4 & P4
!

County’s troubles in the limelight o

Political scientists and others familiar
with politics in Fort Worth and Tarrant
County say simply that Tarrant County has
fallen on a string of coincidences. Bad tim- |
ing. Mere blips in Texas’ long and lusty
political history. - ;

“I don’t think it has anything to do with
the nature of Tarrant County orthe natureof
the people of Tarrant County,” said James =~
Riddlesperger, a political science professor
at Texas Christian University. But
Riddlesperger added: “It is the case that
certain places in the country are more sus-
ceptible to corruption than other places. .

(More on IMAGE on next page)

.
f Certainly Southern states in general
- and Texas in particular have rela-
| tively long histories of problems of
| his sort.”
! ~ Political science texts refer to
’ Texas politics as being shaped by the
©Old West. An “individualistic polit-
#cal culture,” it’s called. :
= “Idon’t think it has anything to
«do with the nature of Tarrant Coun- |
1y or the nature of the people of
Jarrant County,” said James
- Riddlesperger, a political science
| professor at Texas Christian Uni-
k ;gpmity. But Riddlesperger added:
‘“It is the case that certain places in
‘the country are more susceptible to
corruption than other places. Cer-
| tainly Southern states in generaland
Texas in particular have relatively
long histories of problems of this

sort.”
Political science texts refer to
: Texaspoliticsasbeingshapedbythe !
Old West. An “individualistic polit-
. ical culture,” it’s called. f
“Elected officials in Texas don’t
- view their office as a public trust to
L' the same extent as elected officials
in other parts of the country,” said
Professor Delbert Taebel of the Uni-
versity of Texas at Arlington. “Look
- at all of our cowboy shows — Mar-
. shal Matt Dillon was an individual-
ist;hewasresponsible tohimself.”
Taebel said that Carpenter’strou- -
* bles won’t surprise Texans, but to
. therest of the nation, “I think it just
- confirms their feeling about Texas
and Texas politicians.”
- Of course, almost every state has

'~ had its scandals. In recent ‘years

there have been far messier situa-
tions from Arizonato RhodeIsland.
But Tarrant County seems to
have had a bad run starting in | 989,
when Wright stepped down from

d ' 7/

- Ivory was promoted to Fort Worth

Congress and as House speaker dur- |
ing a House investigation into his
personal finances. Later that year,

. city manager while under five mis-
demeanor indictments. He pleaded
no contest to accepting $8,000 from |
a firm seeking to have land annexed
in the city. :

Lewis — set to stand trial this
month on two misdemeanor ethics
charges — announced recently that j
he will not seek re<election. |

Still, put in perspective, the !
transgressions may not amount to
much. o f

“These are penny-ante things; it
pales in comparison to what goeson |
in Louisiana,” said UTA political
science Professor Allan Saxe. \

“I come from Oklahoma — [
could tell you stories you wouldn’t
believe,” Saxe said. “It makes Tar- |
rant County look likea choirplace.”

“I don’t really sense Tarrant | .
County being held in disrepute,”
Vandergriff said. “I haven’t com- ;
pared notes with other counties. But
Dallas has had its share of upheav-
als.” Ll

Some say that the rules of ethics ,‘

have changed. And for politicians

who have been in the arena a long
time, they’ve gotten tougher. Some
blame the media for holding politi-
cians to overly high standards. :
Bill Ray, one of Carpenter’s attor- j
neys, said: “You complain youcan’t -
get good candidates and this is why. ’

- . . What this county has done is run ¥

off two speakers of the house and ’

part of that is [the Fort Worth Star- -

Telegram’s | fault.
“Now, they’re goingafterasheriff

this way,” Ray said, “because they

can’t beat him fair and square.”

!



- felony indictments against lum and recom- -

 Sheriff Don Cm-pentex' has Jokmgly
bmggedthathegot his educati onfrom the
- school of hard knocks,

estknockwhenagrandju returned .
mended that he be removed from ofﬁce

- pending the outcome of the cases. One of his
- opponentsin the March 10 primary clectxon N

~ also called for him to resign.

The charges, which accuse Carpenter of
taking confiscated weapons from the prop-

\env room and falsifving records, mark a

-} dramatic change in fortune for the 60-year-

-old West Texas native. His tenure as sheriff

 ‘ ~ has been enveloped in controversy before,
but Carpenter has repeatedly been able to -

‘avoid serious trouble.

- Carpenter, citing the advice of his attor-

ney, has declined to comment on the indict-
ments.
Carpenter, who swept into power in 1984
~and narrowly defeated then-Democrat Jim
‘Hunter in 1988, began having problems al-
- most as soon as he took office.
- Within days of taking his oath Jan. 1,
1985 the former warrant officer saw lus

BT ?)

| mvesugators mlstakenly arrest |
- Timothy Volkmar in the slaying of
20-year-old Lisa Griffin. She was |
one of nine young women whose .
deaths or disappearances had police . . -

and sheriff’s deputies in a panicto . \

. catch the killer.
* The charges against Volkmar
| were later dropped when a finger-
| print taken from Griffin’s car
proved not to be his. Two months
later, Volkmar filed suit agamst the
sheriff, Tarrant County and investi- .
g:lom In 1988, he settled thh the
county for $20,000.
 Carpenter’s first term also found
h:m battling county commissioners
er the jail commissary, known as
e banana wagon, and chronic
pvercrowding in the county jail.
< But although Carpenter had his

3{- share of critics, many 31:2 pse;oewed
him.as an honest, straight-shooting
sheriff at the end of his first term.
When he won re-election by fewer -_

- than 700 votes in 1988—largaly b

> because of straight-ticket voting in

" Northeast Tarrant County — Car-
. penter qmckly alienated employees
with a memo telling them to “either
join thhhsnmwhesweworkforoe,
~or submit your rmatlon L S

b1
i

: ButFnday,hcmayhavesuﬁ‘emﬂhlshatd' ‘

The internal strife ini
theshenﬂ‘smoves—hkeﬂlppmga

coin to decide a promotion —

caused guffaws. But others — such

slaying of Juanita Hermosﬂla —_

provoked outrage. ' ]
Hermosillo,a court clerk wastak-

en hostage and shot by her boy-

. on Aug. I,
County Cv:mrtlwust',k After the kill-

ing, Carpenter was sharply criti-
cized for ordering the Fort Worth

* Carpenter’s second term. Somtoflr

as the handling of the courthouse

. friend, Manuel “Manny” Cabano,
1989, at the Tarrant

Police Department’s tactical squad
to leave the area so he could person-

and then hnmself

ond term. In 1987, the county let
bids on a commissary vendor, but

Carpenter signed his own commis-
sary contract with Mid-States Inc.
and refused to let the county’s ven-
dor,SngnamreSemceslnc intothe
jail.. -

el issue went to tnal last year.
The trial court and the 2nd Court of
Appeals ruled that although the

- . sheriffhas noauthority toenterinto

a contract, he does control who can
enter the jail.

Mid-States is still workmg the
commissary while appealing the

NS case to the Texas Supreme Court.

While Carpenter has been

. -accused of having poor administra-
l.tlve skills, he has said he is proud of

' the job he has done, especially the
‘handling of the overcrowding in the
Tarrant County jail. On several oc-

ally handle negotiations with Ca-
‘bano, a former sheriff’s deputy. Ca-
bano, however, killed Hennosll]o@

Sheriff Don Carpenter has ovet-
come his problems — untxluow

{

yn Lowrie gave a grand jurya

the sheriff. Her accusations, usin
information from newspaper arti g
cles, ranged from the sherifPs usmg
' jail concession sales for personal use
to falsifying the release of prisoners
from thecounty Jail. Six weeks later,
the grand jury declined to indict
Carpenter.
This txme Carpenter wasn’t so
lucky ‘ '

casions he closed the jail’s doors — |

| and was criticized for it — to keep
' Tarrant County from being placed
" under a federal court order.
? "Ikeptafederalcounorderoutof

. Tarrant County — that’s doing

 something,” he said in November.

| Carpenter has been the subject of
~ agrand jury investigation one other
A

InT 989, F rt '
Thebattleoverthebananawagop» ! Maril ort Worth homemaker

concession continued into his sec- 12-page list of allegations against
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