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‘Tarrant County
Sheriff s Department

15t Annual Awards Banquet

December 11, 1992




Tarrant County Sheriff's Department
Awards Banquet

DECEMBER 11, 1992

7:00 P.M.

PRESENTATION OF COLORS
INVOCATION
DINNER

WELCOME
Introduction Of Special Guests

GUEST SPEAKER

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS

TCSO DEPUTY SHERIFF'S ASSOC.

Special Presentations

REMARKS

CLOSING

Tarrant County Sheriff's
Department Color Guard

Robert McGinty
Deputy Sheriff

Lt. Joe Tims
Master of Ceremonies

Honorable Bob Gill
Judge Elect
Criminal District Court 213

Hamp Scruggs
Chief Deputy

Mack West
Deputy Sheriff

David Williams
Sheriff Elect

Lt. Joe Tims
Master of Ceremonies



The Tarrant County Sheriff's Department
would [iKe to thanK the following sponsors
for maKing this event a success.

Trophies of Distinction
Burlington Northern Railroad
Worthington Hotel
Bass Brothers Enterprises, Inc.
Panhandle Slim
Mid-States Services, Inc.

Six Flags Over Texas
Industrial Professional Services, Inc.
Pepsi Cola Company
Piggly Wiggly
Hillwood Development Corporation
Thomas Rubber Stamp
Paul's Flower Boutique
4159th Association - Army Reserve
Stanley Printing
Coors Distributing Company

Professional Bondsmen of Tarrant County




A Special Thank You goes out to all the Committee
Members who through their dedication and hard work.
made our 1st Annual Awards Banquet possible.



{ Bu:&ck saad yestcrday tﬁat he
R p':penttheweekendrévwwmzthe

legal issues and that verdict
Judgetoannounce today would be based on three legal

dew:ondngunaase (Moreon CARPENTERou Page16)
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o - T Car :
n nter w :
‘ /"mndthdlonapeunrnharge ifhe |~ FromPagel3

is found not guilty of a crime in g ecrione -
~ giving a confiscated gun to County " wrpe hrimary issues are the stat-
- Commissioner J.D. Johson, the spe- ute of limitations, whether there
cial prosecutor in the case said. - was intent to deprive the owner of
- State District Judge Bill Burdock, | {he weapon and the value of the
~ who carlier this month heard testi-  yeanon »Burdocksaid.

mony in Carpenter'strialonathefl- . He qaid it would be unethical for
- by-public-servant charge, wastoan-  im ¢4 discuss the matter further.

~mounce his verdict in the gun €as¢ . During the two days of testimony

thisafternoon. that ended 12 days ago, testimony
] - “Lwill tell you unequnvocally that  conflicted concerning the value of

if the judge finds him not guilty, I p. 38 catiber derringer that Car-
will immediately ask for a trial date - pen(er gave Johnson. If the fair mar-
on the perjury case,” special pros- ey vajue is $200 or more, the crime
ecutor Galen Sumrow said yester- - Carpenter is charged with is a felo-
day. _ny. But anything less would make it
, Cupenterwasmdlctedm Mayon ;" misdemeanor and bring in the
 theft and perjury charges, the latter s, of the statute of linitations.
: nccus:uon stemming from his Carpenter gave »Jo!ﬁ;'on the gun
grand jury testimony that he had iy November 1987. if the judge,
. never given guns to anyone other ; |
. than law enforcement officers, S
. Sumrowsaid.
; Trying the pequryeasc“wouldbe

ruled that a felony was committed,
then the five-year felony statute of
:1:';;",?2?; ?::’g:“c "m:t:':i limitations applies. If the charge isa

misdemeanor, the two-year statute
four lawyers, Nam H. Richman of of limitations applies.

" 5 The third issue before the judge
Let him try it. He'll nevergetto ;) iy ihe question of whohada
thesjufy W‘lvma::‘:‘s::‘: 5 plan ned to  Ereaterrighttothegun: the sheriffor

- ask the judge to immediately re- th%iint;gmr: ownet askpd Cur-
move Carpenter from office if he penter for the gun back. But because

- were found guilty of tﬁether afelofy g ownerwas placed in John Peter
oramisdemeanor in the gun case.

If found guilty of a third-degree Smith Hospital on a mental war- 1

- rant, Carpenter’s. lawyers said. th,
felony, fCamemﬂ ‘;g“':.: s bo  sheriff would have committed a\
prison for two to 10 y: «crime ifhe had given itback.

ned upto $10,000. A
. Car‘;’;nter, who is in his second - The prosecution, howcver, snd-.

- no crime was committed until Car-
m in ofom h: m"?a:m pentergavetheguntoJohnson. -

il s e Johnson, who had the gun for four
when six other indictments were fe- o yeqiified that he believed the :

turnedagainsthim. .  gun had beenloaned to him and that
ﬁnwomd have returnéd it to Car-
penter if he had been
‘penmmraﬁedfor%mnbick




the Tarrant County
Courthouse shootings

- attends a child support

oroceeding.

BYJACKDOUGLASJR.

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

. FORT WORTH — The man
«charged in the July 1 shooting
| .xampage at the Tarrant County

Courthouse = appeared . in court
yesterday and ‘denied = separate
:allegations  that  he' repeatedly

-abused his young son in [llinois.

_ 1, “Gee, you catch on fast,” George
| JLott said angrily, responding to a
Jawyer’s question about whether he

was disputing allegations that he
ever abused his son, now 5.
Lott, who .is charged in the

|~ courthouse shootings. that left two
‘people dead and three wounded,

was in court yesterday for a child

- support hearing.

He also faces charges of sexual

‘assault to a child in Illinois, where

his ex-wife lives. Those charges ac-
cuse Lott, 45, of molesting his son

L (More on LOTT on Page 16)

& | ik demes Lttt
child abuse
“athearing

“The man charged in

At FromPagel3

during his visits with the child after

he and the boy’s mother divoreed in -

January 1990.
Dunng the hearing yesterday,
Lott faced his former wife, Margo

. Livesay, for the first time since the

shootings at the courthouse
Livesay is asking for back child

| support payments, totaling $5,000,
and a doubling of the $1,000-a-
- month payment he is supposed to be

making now. Livesay’s attorney,

| Brian Webb of Dallas, said. she

wants the payment in a lump sum of
$312:000: 7.,

The money is needed, Webb said,
to pay for counseling and therapy
forLivesay’sand Lott’sson. -

Webb said financial records show
that Lott has liquid assets totaling
about $419,000.

The child support payments are
exempt from another judge’s order
to freeze Lott’s assets, according to
Webb. That order is part of a civil
suit filed by Judge David Farris, one
of the three judges on the bench the

' dayagunman opened fire in the 2nd

Court of Appeals courtroom.

State district Judge Bill Burdock
said he would announce his deci-
sion on the child support payments
Nov. 24.

In his opening remarks, Webb
said Lott repeatedly sexually abused
the couple’s son with a “‘gun, a stick,
ahand, a finger and other objects.”

“It’s brutal; it’s cold-blooded,”
Webb said.

On the witness stand, Lott said: ‘I
did not sexually abuse him.... I
believe Margo Livesay, my ex-wife,
has sexually abused my son.”

After the hearing, Livesay-said
she was surprised by Lott’s conten-
tion that she molested her son.

“I can flatly say that’s a lie. That’s
the first time I’ve ever heard him say
1didit,” she said.

e
“Limw tesﬁfwd her son'is trau-

' mamad and will need extensive

physicdf and psyehokmcal therapy
for the rest of his life. “When I Wﬂk
out of the room, he screams
‘Mommy! Mommy!,’ " she smd mf
herson’s condition. ;

* ~During the early part of the heﬁ»
ing, Livesay appeared tense ands
took several deep breaths when L

‘walked past her, his feet shackled by
leg irons. She has said through her

attorney that she remains fright-
ened of her former husband.

Lott, in a confession to a TV an-
chorman hours after the courthouse

|

shootings, said he went on the ram- —

page because of frustrations over his
divorce to Livesay and the sexual
assault charges filed in Peoria, I

Lott, who has a law degree, is rep-
resenting himself in both civil and
criminal proceedings.

In yesterday’s hearing, Webb sald
that Lott had left a “trail of tragedy
in hiswake.”

Dressed in green jail clothes, Lott
rose from his counsel table and said:
“I’m going to have to object to this

‘trail of tragedy.’

“I don’t believe that’s been prov-'

en in court,” Lott said. “It’s real
cute, but I'd ask that it be stnckcn
from the record.”

Burdock refused to remdve
Webb’s comments from the récord

Lott is charged with capital mur-
der in the courthouse shootings,
which claimed the lives of Chris
Marshall, 41, a Tarrant County
prosecutor, and Dallas attomey
John Edwards,33 . .

Appellate court judges John Hill

|

48, and Clyde Ashworth, 69, were _‘
wounded in the assault, as was

Assistant Dnstnct Attorney Steve
Conder, 28.

Lott did not call any wntn&ssuzor
take the witness stand after Webb
rested his case. He said he did not
think the proceeding would be fair
to him because the court is “a good

friend of Clyde Ashworth, who ITam

accused of shootmg." i







water heater or
jailer’s mlstake

By THOMAS KOROSEC
. Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Either amal-

~ function in a water heater or a lanl-
er’s mistake is suspected of causing
the explosion last weekend at a Tar-
rant County Jail low-risk facility, a
county official said yesterday.

Gary Kirby, Tarrant County di-
rector of facilities management,
said a county-hired inspection com-
pany and an insurance inspector

have offered differing theories on

how the Saturday morning blast oc-
curred. -

Kirby, in an interview and in a
presentation to the Tarrant County
Commissioners  Court, said  the
blast caused approximately $ 10,000
in damage to the Cold Springs Road
low-risk jail in north Fort Worth.
The blast, which caused no serious

injuries, moved an interior wall and
knocked tiles and cinder blocks
loose. ?

Kirby said the explosion took
place in a duct that leads from the
water heater and the boiler, both of
which are fueled by gas.

Johnson Controls Inc., which is
under contract to inspect boilers in
county buildings, theorized that gas
escaped from the water heater-into

the duct after a pilot light went out,
Kirby said. The gas exploded when
the heating boiler was turned on, the
inspectors said.

But an insurance inspector who
looked at the boiler yesterday said
that the explosion may have been
caused by a jailer who worked the
boiler controls in the wrong order,
Kirby said.

“That scenario is that some

switches were flipped in the wrong
sequence when they were trying to
start' the bonler,” he said.

‘ The explosnon, whlch shook the
walls, occurred in the flue leadmg
up from the boiler.

The jail facility, whlch used to be
a public school bmldmg, should be
repaired to the point that it can ac-

cept prisoners by Friday, Kirby
said. It may take longer to repair
and provide heat to the first floor
than the second, he said. ;

The 2-story building - was_ oc-
cupied by about 170 inmates at the
time of the blast. The facility, along
with an attached addition that was
unaffected by the explosion, can
hold 500 prisoners. ,

@




BY JOHN COUNCIL
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
- FORT WORTH — A female
+Tarrant County jailer has filed suit
against the county and Sheriff Don -
Carpenter alleging that a “good ol’ /
boy” law enforcement network ig-
_nored her sexual harassment com-
“plaints last year. g M il
.~ In her lawsuit, Laura R. Dutton,
“who has been employed as a correc-
_tions officer in the jail for 18
_months, says the county and Car-
nter operated a “buddy network

-in which a sexually offensive atmos-

‘phere was not only permitted to
exist but was fostered and flour-
_ished.” ol e R
" Dutton is seeking an undisclosed
amount in damages in the suit

_partment does its best to resolve
‘sexual harassment complaints.

“We have a sexual harassment
policy and adhere to that policy at
the sheriff’s department,” Minter

- said. “We take immediate action

- when that type of situation is re-
. portedtous.” e

Dutton alleges that after she
spurned the advances of a colleague

last year, the colleague, other offic-

ers and even inmates began harass-
ing her, referring to her by the nick-
name“Jugs.” 0 oo
Dutton also alleges that a ranking,
officer made comments that she and
hf would make a “good porno cou-
ple.” s NN,

pending suit, but added that the de-

)

¥

“;n
'

e

5 e ¥ 9, »

67thState District Court.
Carpenter has been on paid ad-

which was filed late Friday in the

_ministrative leave since January

when a grand jury returned six in-
dictments of of icial misconduct
against him. Yesterday, the lone
charge on which Carpenter was

. being prosecuted was dismissed. He

could not be reached for comment
yesterday.
“We’re not saying that the sheriff

‘harassed her personally,” said Dut-

A

ton’s attorney, David . Fielding.
“But the buck stops there. He’s re-
sponsible for thejail.”

* Acting Chief Deputy Jim Minter
of the Sheriff's Department said
that he could not comment on the

- After complaining about the com-
ments to sheriff’s department of-
ficials, Dutton says she was trans-
ferred several times, but that the

men who allegedly harassed her re-

mained at theirposts. '

Minter said that the department
has a male officer and a female of:
ficer who are responsible for han-
dling sexual harassment and other
civil rights complaints.

Ann Diamond, assistant district
attorney who represents the county,

declined to comment on the suit be- -

cause it‘is“penainﬁ

,\’\ “V w " e - ¥
In addition to the lawsuit, Dutton

filed a sexw';discﬁminaﬁop‘qom- ‘,
plaint with the Equal Employment

_ Opportunity Commission last May.

Fort Worth Star Telogram / Wednesday, November 15,1992
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" Fort WonhS(u-Tcleu'lm /,Isﬁkvw HOEFER

DonCarpenterreactsafterajndgedismhsosachargeoftheftbyapnblicservant. ,




erty roonrgun that Cai‘bénter gave County Com- -
m0m1 :D: Johnson was less than

‘a :;b.. ,,w
+ N !
o

at the value of a prdp-

meanc @ﬂw' e case outside the‘.a
: hﬂﬁmrmmemmms S

o (MoreonS

{ 'JQ%BIII nrdock read his
Carﬁomer buried his

fa(tandfbroke into tears, hu hi
\nfg andshakmg'ﬂle gsmg e
Inthe haﬂwayuutmdo the courtroom, Carpen
ter expressed relief and said héhad been uncer-
, which - 1ainv What thqudge woulddo.
arﬁeagmnst hxm ﬁ'pme felonywa g e

handsof's supporters.

onPige 2)

Sherift

From Page 1

“I didn’t know what to expect,”

he said before his lawyers humed ,

himaway.

The sheriff has seven other indict-
ments pending against him, and
prosecutors said they plan to try the
sheriff on one of them, a -perjury
charge, as soon as possible. Burdock
said the earliest possible court date
isinJanuary.

Special prosecutor Galen Sum-
row said he expects to appeal the
Jjudge’s statute of limitations ruling
to the Court of Criminal Appeals.

Prosecutors will contend that the

two-year statute on misdemeanors

should not apply if a defendant was
originally indicted under a felony
charge. The statute of limitations on
feloniesis five years.

If the Court of Criminal Appeals
agrees with Sumrow’s interpreta-

. tion, the case could be sent back to

| Burdock’s court for a new trial be-

' cause the judge never ruled on

. whether the sheriffis guilty or not.

Defense lawyers expressed confi-

. dence that the higher court will back

Burdock’s ruling.

“We knew all along these charges
shouldn’t have been brought,” de-

fense attorney Joe Brent Johnson

said. “He [Sumrow] targeted the
sheriff. He was going to indict the
sheriff even if it was nothing more [
than] double parking.”

Sumrow, however, contended
yesterday that evidence in the trial
indicates that even if Carpenter is
not guilty of the theft charge, he
committed perjury before a grand
jury last year.

The grand jury investigated al-

legations that guns were missing
from the Sheriff’s Department

property room and returned six in-

dictments in January, contending
that Carpenter had taken guns im-
properly and had falsified property
room documents.

In May, another grand jury in-
dicted Carpenter, contending that
he lied to the first grand jury when
he said he had never given guns to
anyone outside the law-
enforcement community.

“Youlook at J.D. Johnson” siesu- :
mony and then you read the indict-

ment and tell me if that isn’t per-
jury,” Sumrow said.
Carpenter’s lawyers said J.D.

Johnson was a former reserve police
officer and was given the gun for

law-enforcement purposes.

“Regardless of whether they go to
a judge or jury they can’t get there
‘with a perjury charge,” Joe Brent
Johnson said.

Carpenter’s job status does not
change because of the judge’s ruling,
his lawyers said, and he will remain
ona paid leave of absence.

Testimony in Carpenter’s trial

-took place two weeks ago. He was
.tried on a charge of theft by a public
servant for giving a confiscated gun
toJ.D.Johnson in November 1987.

~ The case centered on the value of
the confiscated gun and because
there - was conflicting testimony
about whether the gun was worth
more than $200, Burdock said he
had reasonable doubts about its
worth and ruled in favor of the de-
fense.

“l cannot find in good con-
science, beyond a reasonable doubt,
that the value of the pistol was $200
or more at the time of the transfer to

- Commissioner Johnson ...,” the
Jjudge said from the bench.

Because felony theft must involve
items valued at more than $200,
Burdock’s ruling made the case a
misdemeanor subject to a two-year

statuteoflimitations.
Burdock would not say after his
decision whether he believes that

- Carpenter is guilty or not of the theft
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Carpenter

¢ _If the Court of Criminal Appeals’
{agrees with Sumrow’s interpreta-
“tion, the case could be sent back to
“Burdock’s court for a new trial be-
“cause the judge never ruled on
: whether the sheriffis guilty or not.

i Defense lawyers expressed confi-
* dence that the higher court will back
* Burdock’s ruling.

¢ “Weknew all along these charges
;'shouldn’t have been brought,” de-
“fense attorney Joe Brent Johnson
Usaid. “He [Sumrow] targeted the
“sheriff. He was going to indict the
¢ sheriff even if it was nothing more [
£ than] double parking.”

% - Sumrow, however, - contended
% yesterday that evidence in the trial
* indicates that even if Carpenter is
= not guilty of the theft charge, he
» committed perjury before a grand
» jurylast year.

*" The grand jury. investigated al-
* legations that. guns were missing
:;from the Sheriff’'s Department
« property room and returned six in-
% dictments in January, contending
¥ that Carpenter had taken guns im-
« properly and had falsified property
“room documents.’ & '
-~ In May, another grand jury in-
¢ dicted Carpénter, contending that
¥ he lied to the first grand jury when

LS 5

#

* he said he had never given guns 10’

“anyone outside the law-

- ¢ p » .
+ enforcement community.
mony and then you read the indict-

jury,” Sumrow said.
Carpenter’s lawyers said J.D.
Johnson was a former reserve police

law-enforcement purposes.

with a perjury charge,” Joe Brent
Johnson said. “We think, and this is
¥ the consensus of all of the sheriff’s
+ lawyers, that it’s weaker than this
+ case that the judge dismissed.”

¥  Carpenter’s job status does not
¥ changebecause of the judge’s ruling,
¥ his lawyers said, and he will remain
« ona paid leave of absence.
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“You look at J.D. Johnson’s testi-.

ment and tell me if that isn’t per~

officer and was given the gun for.

“Regardless of whether they goto .
a judge or jury they can’t get there -

e two weeks ago. He was
tried on a charge of theft bya public
- servant for giving a confiscated gun
- 10J.D. Johnson in November 1987.

-took place

{ the confiscated gun and because
£ there was conflicting testimony
+ about whether the gun was worth
more than $200, Burdock said he
had reasonable doubts about its

¢ worth and ruled in favor of the de- ||

¢ fense.

science, beyond a reasonable doubt,

that the value of the pistol was $200
or more at the time of the transfer to
Commissioner ‘Johnson ...,” the
judge said from the bench.

Because felony theft must involve
items valued at more than $200,
Burdock’s ruling made the case a
misdemeanor subject to a two-year
statute of limitations.

Burdock would not say after his
decision whether he believes that
Carpenter is guilty or not of the theft
charge.

“It would be the height of ir-
responsibility to say he was guilty or
innocent of a crime that was beyond
the statute of limitations,” Burdock
said in his chambers. “You don’tget
thatfar.”

Testimony in Carpenter’s trial’

The case centered on the value of |

«]. cannot find in good con- ‘

.

o

JERRYW. HOEFER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram |-
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team criticized |

_\Yilliamls‘ ’panel excludes minorities

 ByTHOMaS KOROSEC

' FortWorth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Tarrant County

 Sheriff-elect David Williams intro-

duced a 12-member transition team of
law enforcement professionals, county
officials and businessmen yesterday but
came under criticism for including no
African-Americans or Hispanics in the
h grong, o T ,

The team, which Williams said will

“identify areas of concern” and educate . -

! hi“mh about the job, includes high-
mnkmg lawmen such as Fort Worth Po-

group, Criminal District Jud

. lice Chief Th
Chief Deputy Jim Minter.

amas Windham and acting

- Williams named one woman to the

Wilson, but no minorities.

““Because of the time we had to work

ge Sharen

with, if we got the group too big it would
be a little difficult to operate and iden-
tify these priority issues,” Williams said
{in an interview after'a news conference

1 yesterday at which the panel was un-
veiled.

“I know there are folks who are not

represented who have valid input,” the
38-year-pld Republican said. “That is
why I think it could be expanded in the
future to include minority representa-

4

tion and broader representation from

the community,”

|

Reaction from minority leaders

contacted yesterday was pointed.

“This is a mistake,” said John
Hernandez, chairman of the board

~of the Fort Worth Hispanic Cham-

ber of Commerce. “If David is seri-
ous about representing everyone
then this doesn’t make sense. We

 definitely should be there [on the

Nobody else should repre-
- should represent our-

et i
A gl el A

il

. State District Judge Maryellen
- Hicks said, “That is so stupid; you

can’t leave out one-fourth of' the
' communityondayone.

“I think it’s very important that

the chief law enforcement officer

say we are all important. Unless his.

message is one of inclusion we will
continue to have serious problems.”
African-Americans and Hispan-
ics together make up 24 percent of
the county’s population, according
to the 1990 Census. Minorities
make up more than 60 percent of
the Tarrant County Jail population,
Minter said, adding that he did not
haveexactfigures. . = =

As of December, 4 percent of the

Sheriff’s Department’s 996 employ-
ees were Hispanic and 10 percent
were African-American, according
to county records. |
At yesterday’s news conference,
Williams said he has not decided
whom he will place in thé top posi-
tions in his office.
' Windham, who with the rest of
the team met with Williams after
| the news conference, said he saw
Williams’ inclusion of law enforce-
ment professionals as a move that
will strengthen interdepartmental
cooperation. i
“I think it will be a good partner-
ship,” he said. “Jim Minter started
the process of establishing a part-
nership not only with the Fort
Worth police but with all law en-
forcement agencies, and I hope we
will be carrying that on.”

Joel Glenn, head of security for’

the Bass family’s downtown hold-
 ings and president of Security Part-
~ ners, a home security company, will
lead Williams’team.
“This is a great opportunity for a
group of people outside and inside
the Sheriff’s Department to discuss

general law enforcement problems.

inthiscounty,” Glennsaid. - = "

e W YL S Y S 8




PO S S

f’s Department _
detention officer;; and * sheriff’s
Capt. Tony Wise. e

Tom Wilder, a commercial real
estate salesman and Williams’ cam-

paign manager, will be the team’s |

vice chairman.

Williams said that after he takes
office in January, some yet-to-be-
determined members of the team
will stay on as a strategic planning

group. '
“I think it is important that I just
don’t get input from the community
every four years,” Williams said. “It
should be an ongoing process.”

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3; 1992
B R R
Fmgapmtsystemﬁmdstop Tarrant’s um'bst

BY STEFANI GAMMAGE KOPENEC -
g Fort Worth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — Want to help
nab a crook this Christmas?
For about the cost of a Christmas
card, you can pay to put a suspect’s

fingerprint card into a new regional

computer system, says Tarrant

~ Officers to escort shoppers

tCounty Commissioner Bob Hamp-
on.

_ The automated fingerprint iden-
tification  system, called AFIS,
should be up and running by late
next year, but prints from 175,000
cards have to be converted to digital
mgpulscs in the AFIS system, he
said. Each conversion costs $1.25.

The Citizens Crime Corpmission
of Tarrant County is trying to raise

fUESDAY, DECEMBERS, 1992

$300,000 for the conversion and
welcomes tax-deductible contribu-
tions, said board member Kay Day,
chairwoman of the fund-raising ef-

fOI'l. M nv !

“Give a crook a Chriaztuuie;j

present and put his fingerprints in |
the AFIS system,” Hampton' said |
Tuesday. “Call your friends and tell

~_them you’re going to do them a

favor in lieu of sending a Christmas

.card.”

Donations made payable to the
crime commission can be sent to
Kay Day Inc., 2615 Merrick St.,
Fort Worth 76107. Ol

“Tll::;’s the best Christmas
present] can think of for thgse
[criminals],” Hampton said. wg}_qys

BY FRANK PERKINS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — The Tarrant County Depu-
ty Sheriffs Association is handing out its Christ-
mas gift to the public early this year.

About 30 deputies, including acting Chief Dep-
uty Jim Minter, have volunteered to spend their
off-duty hours from 6 to 10 p.m., in uniform,
escorting shoppers and employees at Ridgmar
Mall to their cars.

“We just want everybody to be safe for Christ-
mas,” said Deputy David Mann, who came up
with the public service project for the organiza-
tion.

Mann is the group’s sergeant-at-arms.

He said he came up with the idea about two
weeks ago and the association quickly supported
it. “They really stepped forward and volunteered
to help with it,” he said yesterday.

He said Ridgmar was the first mall they con-
tacted, and they decided tostart the project there.

“We began the project Saturday night, and we
intend to continue it every shopping day. until
Dec. 23,” Mann said yesterday. “We hope to
expand it to every major mall in Tarrant County,
but that may have to wait until next year.”

Mann said the deputies are volunteers and are
providing the safety escort on their own time. “It
is not costing the public or the county a dime,” he
said. . !

The uniformed deputies gather at the mall
shortly before 6 p.m. and take up stations at mall
entrances, ready to escort shoppers and mall em-
ployees. ;

“If the shoppers have parked somewhere else,

. we're ready to escort them to that location as

well,” Mann said.
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| By
| Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — County em-
ployees and court workers at the
new Tarrant County Justice Center
soon will be able to get through the
building’s security checkpoints
without queuing in the long lines
with/hundreds of prospective Jjurors
and other courthouse visitors, o

Beginning Monday, the build-’
ing’s Lamar Street entrance will be.
reserved for the use of such em-
ployees from 7:15 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.,

daily, according to acting Chief
Deputy Jim Minter. After 8:30 a.m.,

the public will be allowed to use the

entrance. :

Minter made the change on or-
ders yesterday from county com-
missioners after 153rd District
Court Judge Sidney Farrar com-
plained about the delays his em-,
ployees faced. , ; -

“That will let them get in the

building and through our security -

checkpoints without having to fight
those long lines on jury days, or

‘weaken our security procedures,”
Mintersaid yesterday.

The action came after Farrar told
commissioners that his staff had to
come in at least an hour early to get
through the security system in time
1o get his court in session by 8:30 to
9a.m.

He applauded the employee-
entrance idea.

“This should take care of a lot of
our problems,” Farrar said yester-

day. “1 knew we could find some
way to help each other solve this

problem if we just worked to-
gether.”

Walk-through metal detectors
and X-ray machines manned by
county security guards were in-
stalled after a July | shooting spree
in the old 1893 courthouse. Two
attorneys were killed, and two as-
sociate justices of the 2nd Court of
Appeals and a third attorney were
wounded.

George Lott, 45, has been charged:
with capital murder in the shootings

(Moreon SECURE on Page 32)

e R
Tarrant courthouse workers

: ' Building, Criminal Justice Center,
Secure and old Criminal Courts and Jail -
3 Building. In addition, entrance into
: . and exit from the buildings have
FromPage29  peenrestricted.
: L The Commissioners Court deter-
&hd gocs on trial Jan. 11 in JUdge  11ined that all who enter the build-
.- Sharen Wilson’s Criminal Distri ings, including employees,. judges
C‘,Su:cfot:lc shootings, security 29 ’hgfh °mc'§:;i mugt g0
-checkpoints have been installed in _'NToughthecheckpoints. ..
. the Tarrant County inistration . *“We are secure as we can be with
Building, Criminal Justice Build- the personnel and c7uipment we
L 3 ‘ing, old Courthouse, Civil Courts have,”Mintersaid. ;




Officials debate need for metal detectors

“ BYS’I'EFANI GAMMAGE KOPENEC
y Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Despite
beefed-up security after the fatal
shootings at the Tarrant County
Courthouse in the summer, city of-
ficials are still debating whether to
install metal detectors at Municipal
Court Building entrances. ‘

Members of the Municipal Court
Advisory Committee disagreed yes-

terday on the need for such detec-
tors during a discussion on secumy ﬁ
measures. “;

Chief Judge Bonnie Sudderth has ’
requested metal detectors, which of-
ficials estimated would cost up to :,
$200,000 to install, including the -
cost of paying four bailiffs to moni- ©
tor the equipment at the building’s

" (More on COURT on Page 32)

Court

From Page 29

front and back entrances.

monitor the equipment.

ona security sysfem:

interview.

City Councilman David Chap-
pell, chairman of the committee,
said the cost of metal detectors
might be lessened if the bailiffs are
Teassigned from courtrooms to

Sudderth’s initial call for the de-
vices -came in August, one month - -
after a gunman opened fire in the
old granite courthouse, killing two

* ‘attorneys and wounding two
and another attorney. Since the July”
1 shootings, metal detectors have
" been installed at county offices and -
courthouses downtown, » . .« -

_Two-of the three co:mmlmcn on .
the committee requested anqu;er
meeting between Sudderth and city
officials and called on them to agree

“People arrested off the street |

~“comie to court with whatever is in

their pockets, 'she said. The court
handles Class C misdemeanors, in-
cluding traffic citations and penal
code offenses as well as violations of
cxty codes, zoming, or health and
‘sanitation regulations. ‘
“W; ve had defendants arrested
on’ warrants, and .they’ll come in,
and after they search the area where

““they have been ‘sitting, the marshals

find guns,” she said. “They [defen-
. dants] usually dump the weapon be-
-fore they come to the courtroom,
but that doesn’t mean that someone
whois mclm.ed to vxolence would do
'ﬂl‘at’l ” ﬂ.r o W o PP
ﬁulletproof plating ﬁas been in-
-stalled msxdc each of thefive judges®
betiches, and an dlarm {ysten'; has
" “been installed so that-a judge can
* dlert the marshal’s office of a potén-
tial’ grablbm'by simply’pushing a’
;bli on o . P ’
But Sudder;h said the tefephone-

* “We have had mcldents in ‘our * a!amt'systémis not dxxreet enough”-
‘courtroom with people with guns -because ‘courtroom spectators am
and people having violent out- hmswed—dmhn
bursts,” Sudderth said later in an’

-~ City officials said they will ryto
. find away toquiet the sysu,‘m ,

oo
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Tarrant County Sheriff's Department

Awards Banquet
DECEMBER 11, 1992
7:00 PM.

PRESENTATION OF COLORS Tarrant County Sheriff's

Department Color Guard
INVOCATION Robert McGinty

Deputy Sheriff
DINNER
WELCOME Lt. Joe Tims
Introduction Of Special Guests Master of Ceremonies

| ®

GUEST SPEAKER Honorable Bob Gill |

Judge Elect

Criminal District Court 213
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS Hamp Scruggs

Chief Deputy
TCSO DEPUTY SHERIFF'S ASSOC. Mack West
Special Presentations Deputy Sheriff
REMARKS David Williams

Sheriff Elect
CLOSING Lt. Joe Tims

Master of Ceremonies
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The Tarrant County Sheriff s Department
would liKe to thank the following sponsors
for maKing this event a success.

Trophies of Distinction
Burlington Northern Railroad
Worthington Hotel
Bass Brothers Enterprises, Inc.
Panhandle Slim
Mid-States Services, Inc.

Six Flags Over Texas
Industrial Professional Services, Inc.
Pepsi Cola Company
Piggly Wiggly
Hillwood Development Corporation
Thomas Rubber Stamp
Paul's Flower Boutique
4159th Association - Army Reserve
Stanley Printing
Coors Distributing Company

Professional Bondsmen of Tarrant County







n Greenwood Memorial Park.
Professional, witty and dedi-
eated, Mr. Evans, after his glorious
legiate and professional football
reer, Jumped into a sheriff’s de-

nd stayed for 24 ‘years, weathenns
astorm.

| Tamm County Chlcf Deputy
| Pempsell, a longtime friend.

*He took away, not all the cowboy,
. most of the cowboy out of the

.partment. Shoes had to be pol-
hats had to be square on the

teeming in con”tmvewy".

Actmg Clnef Deputy Jim Minter,
ong many officials mournmg the

‘ . of Mr. Evans, said that in a

isit to the new jail about a month
2go, Mr. Evans spoke of spendmg
g f his time in hospitals. ,
“He’d call me on a regular basis
since February when Sheriff [Don}
Carpenter stepped down,” Minter
said. “He’d offer advice; he’d call
‘nd say, ‘Don’t let the prqpssetmy
Hown. Just keep on telhng the truth
d doing the Job and 1t wm tve all
. ‘ sht %y
Carpenter had suoceoded Mr.

Evans as sheriff and served until he

ook leave of absence to fight several
iminal indictments. He recently
as tried on a charge of felony theft
public servant, but after trial the
arge was reduced 0 a qudeamor
and the case dismi
Dub Bransom, polaoc chief of
River Oaks and ummsﬂd Dem-

nv :




iff of Tarrant County, I'd dOll’t
carewho’sup therenow.

“He. ma)ways proud of ‘hﬂt
Wﬂﬁr 1‘ "a

“District Attorney Tim Curry said r
m Evanswas(dynaﬂﬁccouﬂ- r

rt:mg'law in TamntCounty
mﬁc{}onwaﬁkmdofalegendmhu J
own time,” Curry said. “He sort of
raised me up asa young lawycr as far
asthe courthouse was con
As district attorney, Curry md hé. |

butted heads with Mr. Evans on oc-
casion but the incidents never af-_
fected their professional relation-
ships.

“Lon was headstrong m!d cer-
tainly had a mind of his own,” he *
said. “In the run-ins we had, we al- -

ymh mpzvmﬁ,mh‘ﬁvmxs the |

i

ways walkedaway shakmghands. Al

- Curry. credited Mr. Evans with
 turning an ill-equipped sheriff’s of--
fice mto an efﬁcnem blg-clty de-

partm

b | tlnnk he lund of brought the
office into the 20th century. Before .
Lon it-was kind of run-in an Old
West fashion.” ¢

County Judge Tom Vandérgriff
said flagsat the courthouse were im-

- mediately lowered to half-staff with \
word of Mr. Evan’s death.

" “Lon Evans has»been,a ro of
mine fo;f}sﬂong asTcanr

ber,” Vantgbrgnﬂ‘ said. “He ught
mtegnt&an;ldedncanoﬁ ang;lrem ;
energy. | a standard !
not o shﬁﬂ's all public o
ficials would dowell tofollow.”

Thcmgn judge said he rec
Mr. Evmgl- his early yeafs as a.
towering .man — *‘the *personi-
fication of what yOu’d ﬂnnk a high
shenﬂ' would be physically.”

In his later years, complications
from diabetes cost Mr, Evags a leg
and confined him wt wheelchair, |
but Vandergriff said that didn’t
change people’s pcroepuonsgien

“Even in his wheelchair, 'he did
comeacrossésamﬁant,whchhe
surely was,” Vandergriff said. “I
lnduuud mpectfo:hma;g_
individ uhdceﬂa.inl& 1hec

§?§-‘ '

wbilemngwlew boun‘
countyinthe 1970s. - -

4 it : a0 ,,L&a@:‘\
ence [m thc Shenﬂ’s Depamnem] ki

Mr. Evans was born in Fort
‘Worth, graduating from Polytech-
~“nic High School in 1928, lettering in

_ football. He became a football star

" at Texas Christian University as a
' guard, mkag all-confemnce two
year'S. e

He played for the Green Bay
Packers for five years, beginning in
1933, and made All-Pro Team

" twice. After leaving the Packers, he

beqan ting professional, col-
legpindm“::scpool football.

“He latenuu!bd District Attomey
Ddut Crouch’s office as chiefinves-
tigator. In'1960, he won the sheriff’s

; election and in'1961 was sworn in,

, lpqommg the department’s 34th

In amography, Mr. Evansis cred-
ited with being the first sheriff in
“Texas to hire black deputies who
Jlater reached the ranks of captain,
lieutenantsand invesugators.

" His 24-year tenure is the longest
of any sheriffin Tarrant County.

- Heis vedby his wife, Mari-
pd Paoe’su’gﬁ& “ three ’dauglﬂen

‘Marlon yansSéghett Kitty Evans

Loveless and E’vafn'Dul

-all of- Eon ‘Worth; five grand;lnl-
dren; an (vem-g'andchﬂ

l






11 a. m. Monday at

will !k in Greenwood “’Motﬁonﬂ

Park. The family will receive friends

{?ma 4 to 6 p.m. today at the funeral
om

r. Evans was a lifelong resident
BfFo | Worth and was sheriff for 24

before retiring in 1985. He
was a graduate of Texas Christian
University, where he was All South-
west Cenference star for the TCU
1932 championship team. He was
also a former professional football
player for the Green Bay Packers
and an official for the Fort Worth
public schools, the Southwest Con-
ference and the National Football
League for 25 years.

Mr. Evans was a member of Uni-
versity United Methodist Church,
Polytechnic Masonic Lodge 925,
the Moslah Shrine Temple Drum
and Bugle Corps and the Royal
Order of the Jesters. He was past
president of the Sheriff’s Associa-
tion of Texas and director of the
National Sheriff’s Association. Mr.
Evans was supportive of youth orga-
nizations such as the Golden
Gloves, Little League Baseball and
Peewee Football.

The family suggests that me-
morials be made to the youth de-
partment at University United
Methodist Church, the Shriners
Crippled Children’s Hospital or the
National Paraplegia Foundation.

Survivors: Wife of 58 years, Marion
Pace Evans of Fort Worth; three daugh-
ters, Marlon Evans Seghetti, Kitty Evans -
Loveless and Peggy Evans Delaney, all of
Fort Worth; five grandehildren; and five

|Inl9“sShaiﬂ'ImEnns‘

'have the actor, in Fort Wort :
’attheHollywood,menptmmhh. Py o
i P, -'.,»";r-':lw‘.‘kt‘.m:.’M':.‘w

¢




® | Hundreds mourn
ex-Tarrant sheriff |

BY FRANK PERKINS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Lon Evans, 80,
Tarrant County’s longest-serving sheriff,
was buried yesterday after a eulogy by
former U.S. House Speaker Jim Wright
and funeral honors rendered by the 18-
member Sheriff's Department Honor
Guard.

Dubbed the ‘“Purple Lawman”
because of his athletic career at Texas
Christian University, Evans was sheriff
from 1961 until his retirement in 1985.
He is credited with changing the Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department from a
force marked by inefficiency and good-
ol’-boyism into a modern, efficient law
enforcement body.

He died Friday at a Fort Worth
hospital.

His 11 am. funeral yesterday at.

Greenwood Memorial Cemetery drew
several hundred mourners and friends,
including deputies, county political
figures and police officers from as far
away as Corpus Christi.

They quickly filled the chapel and then
stood several rows deep around the sides
ofthe room and in the foyer.

Among those attending were former
Fort Worth Mayor Bob Bolen, former
Tarrant County Commissioners B.D.

Griffin and Dick Andersen, Texas

Rangers President Tom Schieffer,

~ attorney Bill Lane, former Chief Deputy

John Pempsel, acting Chief Deputy Jim
Minter and Sheriff Don Carpenter.

Carpenter succeeded Evans as Tarrant
County’s top lawman in 1986, beginning
a stormy career that has seen him
indicted on charges of perjury and
illegally taking guns from his property
room and giving them to friends.

He was defeated in the Republican
primary and will leave office Jan. 1.

“Lon called me about a week before he
died,” Carpenter said yesterday. “He
kept up with my case and called every
week to tell me to stand tall and fight hell
out of ’em, and that is exactly what I'm
doing.”




-”non;aum:.xmm}iql::.;‘,nzlwistq;l:*ls
with bnm"’ Slie then sang Bex;m%hd”

" The Rev. bon Scott of University
United Methodist Church saldthgzvans. A
family had asked that the semce henne_

of celebrauon; not sadhess.

“Lon. has go:;e to. hfe to healing, to
wholeness, we rejoice with him,”

Scott _said. ‘tHe doesn’t need his

wheelchalr anymore.” Evans “suffered
from diabetes, which cost him both legs.
"He had used a wheelchair for the past

several yearsafter his retirement.

Wright wished him a poetic farewell.

“So long, old friend. Your race is run,
your work is done, your game is won, and
from the eternal skies [ know you’ll hear
the words, ‘Well done,” Wright said. -

Other praises came from former
County Judge Howard Green, former
Fort Worth News-Tribune Publisher
Mack Williams and Tarrant ‘County Jail
Chaplain Bobby Cox.

“Lon was so Weﬂ-mpected as a sheriff
that even people he put in jail voted for
him,” Williams recalled.

The funeral ended with Morrison

singing When the Saints Go Marching In.

At the Greenwood gravesite amid
stands of oaks, Evans’ flag-draped coffin
was interred after a salute fired by seven
‘deputies with riot ‘guns. Deputy Iamcs
Cook played taps.

Evans is survived by his wife of 58
years, Marion; three daughters, Marlon
Evans Seghetti, Kitty Evans Loveless and
Peggy Evans Delaney, all of Fort Worth;
five grandchildren; and five glut-
grandchildren.
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mwr says he is pleased by yester-
day’s federal appeals court decision
tﬁrowmxtalawsuntblmngbun
r the death of a Fort Worth
' woman in a contmverslal 1989
eoux;thomehostap-:h

‘A three-judge panel of the 5th
U.S_@ircuit Court of ruled
that.

whowaskilledbyheres-
y at the Fost Worth*
on Aug. 1, 1989, could

not sue Carpenter or Tarrant Coun-

tybecow;theshmﬁupmwctedby

L

family of Juanita Her-" fannly

“qualified lmmnmty, whnch pro- :
tects him from most lawsuits in-
~ volving hisofficial performance.

Carpenter  said that he was
pleased by the decision to throw out
the case but declined to elaborate.

“That’s that,” he said. “Tlms
Justoneofthesethmgs,

Ray Rike, an assistant dnstnct at-
torney who handles civil cases for
Tarrant County, said he expects the

to .to the U.S Su-
“We sorry for the tragedy
oc&nd " Rikesaid.

J Hetmosﬂlos survivors claimed

(More on SHERIFF on Page 32)

that Carpenter was at fault for the
death because the Sheriff’s
Department did not have the pro-
femonal capability to properly han-

* dle a hostage incident. The suit -
- claimed that negligence onaqle

iffs part also resulted in Her-
mosnllosconaﬁmnbnalhaht;being
wdamd. i
“Wedonot.sdylhatthnscnsmwas
properly handled or that Sheriff

sher- _

i

Carpenter made no mistakes,” the *
appeals court said. “We say only -

that there was not denial of Juanita
Hermosillo snghts."

Hermostllo, an employee of a jus-
tice of the peace, was taken hostage
by Manuel Cabano, a former sher-
iff’s deputy. Hermos:llo had left Ca-
bano after she accused him of sexu-
ally abusing her two daughters from
a previous marriage.

Although a Fort Worth police’
SWAT team surrounded the court-

house, Carpenter ordered the units
to leave, saying he was in charge of

~ courthouse security. After about six

homofnepmuom,&hnoshot

Aﬁerthekinmmmmw

sharply criticized for ordering the
- police tactical squad to leave the
area so that he could personally han-
dle negotiations with Cabano. Car-
. penter has repeatedly defended his
actions, saying he did everything he
oouldandlsproudofthcwayhc
handled the situation. \

A federal judge had rejected an,
earher motion by Carpenter to dis-
miss the suit. But the appeals court
yesterday disagreed and threw out
the -suit. . Without qualified im- |
munity, suits would occur that
- would “‘unduly inhibit officials in
their discharge of their duties,” the
5th Circuit said.

Carpenter’s tenure as sheriff has
been enveloped in controversy, in-
cludmg six felony indictments ac-
cusing Carpenter of taking confis-
cated weapons from the property
room and falsifying records.

. The 60-year-old West Texas na-
tive, who took a leave after the in-
dictments, was acquitted of the
charges. But a special prosecutor
has said he will still push an ad-
ditional charge accusmg Carpenter
of lymg about his actions bcfom a
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SalutetoLonEvans -~ -
* - In every profession, a few elite will aL
~ways distinguish themselves from
group. Their personal qualities, 'lence
“and ethlcswnlmake)t 1mpossible to not use
- themasabenchmark for those !
Lon Evansmoneoftbosemd;
Hewasamemorandtﬁmd Tarrant
ty is a better place beauuc hc passed
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M#’f ’Mbutllmt!tmwn out
‘f ofcourt onatechmcalny Carpenter
~ buried his face in his hands, huued
huwxfeandwcpt ~
. The sheriff, who was deteamd in
%ho“Repquman yrimary in his bid
 for re-clection, is not out of the
woods, however. Promors said
tbeymll take one of the othcr“l:l-
allesinz perjury, 10 tri
I Aoourtdstc is tentatwclyschedliled ‘
forJanuary. A

New Year's Five Open House

Thursday, December 31, 1992
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
at
1413 Clarendon Street
Fort Worth, Texas 76134

Dianne & Steve Moreau
invite you to a

RSVD (817) 568-2031
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1 pins on the star, acting Chief
D ‘uty Jim Mmter’sall’monthsof
‘ment willend.

‘lt is absolutely a tremendous
,” said Minter, 47, who will re-

- ter Whosmﬂhelsexmtedto
eturn 10 his olddudes, has been
ailing Williams in_his transition
into the job.

He’s spent considerable time
(lloreonSHERE’Pm«Page 22).

en ‘the 38-year-old Republy ‘\

running the 1,100-employee depart-

i

tuin to his duties as administrator
ofithe county jail. “Eqsn and every |
184U that'you have to dbc;de, you

he::e at hr&»dw expenseand 1 com-
mend him ﬁor that,” Minter said.
“He is sanus about his approach
audverya;tutd.”

‘Williams beat Rlvcr Oaks Pohee*’

Chief Dub Bﬁnﬂkom in the Novem-
ber electit

“Justice of the Peace
Sandy Pﬁ

dle will swear hml in at
“10 am. in the old Central Jury‘z
Room in the Civil Courts Building,
100 N. Houston St.

Williams, a former Haltom City
detective, succeeds Sheriff Don
Carpenter ‘who lost in the Republi-
can primary in the spriﬁg and has
been on paid admmu;;guve leave
since Feb
- Other- ﬁrs)rtune fficeholders

Amongw hofdt’n;puhhc cer-

emonies today, Bob Gill, the new
213th District judge, will be sworn
in at 3 p.m. in his courtroom, 300
W. Belknap St. :

Bob McGrath, the new ?42nd
District judge, will take the oath of .
office at 5 p.m. at New World Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 220P"N
Davis Drivein Arlmglon

Robert Heaslet, the new 1
constable, will be sworn in !aﬁ'lb o
am. in the old Tarrant County
Courthouse, 100 E. Weatherford St.

Gifle
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DAVID WILLIAMS
SHERIFF
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TARRANT COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER # 93-001

Under the provisions of section 158.038 of the Local Government Code the followin
positions are designated EXEMPT POSITIONS:

1. Chief Deputy - Three Positions
2. Assistant Jail Administrator
3. Six additional positions to be specified at a later time

Effective immediately the following personnel are assigned as follows:
1. Hamp Scruggs is assigned as Chief Deputy Administrative Bureau
2. Pat Howell is assigned as Chief Deputy Confinement Bureau .

Previous occupants of the above positions, if not named above, are relieved of their
positions, responsibilities and authority effective immediately.

25&42 kZ , I-1-a2

David Williams, Sheriff Date
Tarrant County Sheriff's Department




SHERIFF

TARRANT COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT \

DAVID WILLIAMS ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 93-003

On the 1st day of October, 1992, the County Judge of Tarrant County
having declared that there is created a Sheriff's Department Civil Service System.
Pursuant to Subchapter B, Chapter 158, Texas Local Government Code, the
Sheriff of Tarrant County, Texas, David Williams, does issue this Administrative

Order and says:

Appointment of Commissioner and Chairman.

The Sheriff's appointee to serve as a member of the Sheriff's Department
Civil Service System is Louis Sturns. Said appointee's term runs from the date of
the appointment of the third commissioner.

The Sheriff appoints Louis Sturns to serve as Chairman of the
Commission.

Interim Rules.

Until such time that the Sherift's Department Civil Service Commission
shall meet and enact rules to govern the matters within its jurisdiction, the rules
and regulations of the Tarrant County Civil Service System, as existing on this
date, are adopted as Rules and Regulations of the Tarrant County Sheriff's
Department and all employees and officers of the Sheriff's Department shall
adhere to said rules and regulations. Provided, however, that all appeals in the
Sheriff's Department shall hereafter be to the Sheriff's Department Civil Service
Commission, under said interim rules, and further provided that the rules
regarding Nepotism shall be those provided for by State law and not by

Commission Rule.

At such time as the Sheriff's Department Civil Service Commission shall
meet and enact rules to govern the matters within its jurisdiction, this order
regarding interim rules shall be of no further force and effect with regard to any
rules inconsistent therewith.

This department will review decisions regarding employment matters
under the rules in effect on the date of the employment action in question, and
will review the conduct of employees and officers under the rules in effect on the
date of said conduct. There shall be no retroactive application of rules.

Sheriff's Department Administrative Order - Page 1




TARRANT COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
INTER OFFICE MEMO

TO: All Sheriff’s Department'Personnel
FROM: Sheriff David Williams

REF: News Media Releases

-DATE: 1-1-93

All inquires from the news media or news media releases, in reference to
activities concerning the Tarrant County Sheriff's Department, will be
directed to and authorized by Sheriff David Williams or his designee.

-

Rl fe Dot il

. David Williams Z .
" Sheriff of Tarrant County / ’/ -7 3 osoors j“/




TARRANT COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT |
OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF
INTER OFFICE MEMO

1-1-az
DATE: Beeemer 3T, TS5~
TO: All Personnel
FROM: David Williams r
Sherift

SUBJECT: Property Room

A complete inventory of the Tarrant County Sheriff's Department Property Room|
* is forthcoming. Until that inventory is complete, no property or evidence will be|
taken out of the Property Room except by the Property Room Officer and al
Communications Division Supervisor witnessing the removal. The Property !
Officer and the assisting officer will affix his/her signature to the property card as |
the Releasing Officer and a copy of the property card will be sent to the Internal |
Affairs Division Captain for record keeping. ‘

This order is in no way suggesting that a problem exists with the current system, |
but is only a protective measure until the inventory has been completed. '

Sincerely,

AR

David Williams
Sheriff

DW:jad
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Designation of Exempt Positions.

- Pursuant to & 158.038, it is incumbent upon the Sheriff's Department to
designate how many positions shall be exempt and which positions shall be
exempt from the Civil Service System.

And, there being fewer than 2,000,000 persons residing in Tarrant County,
a total of 10 positions (not to exceed ten) are declared and specified by me as
exempt from this system, those being as follows:

1. Chief Deputy - three (3) positions

2. Assistant Jail Administrator
3. Six (6) additional positions to be specified at
a later time.

All other positions in this department are not exempt, and they shall be
subject to the applicable rules.

It is so ORDERED.

SIGNED this the [ day of January, 1993. i

———

David Williams
Sheriff
Tarrant County, Texas

Sheriff's Department Administrative Order - Page 2




TARRANT COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT \'\

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER # 93-002

The policies, procedures and rules in effect upon my assumption of office as Sheriff of
Tarrant County as related to the day to day operation of the Department and delivery of
Law Enforcement services to the community will remain in effect until ammended or
changed by me or my designee.

No standing order that gives authority to a named individual shall be void because that
individual no longer occupies the designated position, but such authority shall transfer .
to the person currently occupying that position.

Any conflicts arising in the interpretation of a current policy, procedure or rule will be 1
resolved by the Chief Deputy of the division in which the conflict arises.

-

M/_ I-1-23

David Williams, Sheriff Date
Tarrant County Sheriff’'s Department
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RGEY T
FORT WORTH __ Tart
County Sheriff Davi
cretlyt:ook office early New Year’s .
Day and immediately fired the ad-
ministrative team that many county
officials . had credited with re-
cstabhshmg  credibility in the trou-
w-enforcement agency.
bl%‘lzlalmmswokthcmth ofofficeat
a secret ceremony at 12:01 am,
hours before a public swearing-in
ceremony at 10 a.m. witnessed by a
crowd of more than 300 at the Civil
Courts Building, sources told tM
Fort WonhStar-Tdepm b ke
‘ lmmedlately after the first swear-
ing-in, Williams sent out orders re-
hevm;thmctopofﬁccrsofthmdw
ties: acting Chief Deputy Jim Mint-
er; George. Campbell, chief deputy
of operations; and John Pempsell;’
assistant jail administrator. d
Bad weather prevented deputm
from delivering the notices im-
mediately. Consequently, at least
one, Minter, received his notice at
the public ceremony. :
action caused jaws to
- ‘Tarrant County and ledm?
ﬁm ‘wonder about the dismiss-
als, especially that of Minter.
wmm::gumed for

,ummmdny'whe-f
public.

one More he 100k omce and one
- immediately after his swearing-in,
as the personnel crisis began unfold-
this week, said sources close to
t;E:’wwshenﬂ' :
illiams’ adviser and formcr
paign chairman, Tom Wilder,
d the dismissals were a well-
ught-outaction.
. #“The decision on the deputiza-
' tion was not made because David
‘Was an insensitive fool rushing to
lange everything, but to continue
his plan of giving the county the best
of all law-enforcement teams. This
ole matter will play itself out in a
atter of days,” Wilder said yester-

 nétice at the swearing-in ceremony,
 he hired attorney Jim Lane on the
| spot to represent him in possible
' legal action.

‘{Minter said later that he could not
alk publicly about the situation.
“On advice of oounsel for the
¢cord, I'm not going to comment,”
‘ inter said.

When Minter tried to enter his
office at the jail yesterday, he was
denied access, he told Williams in a
nemo yesterday.

' Lane said that although Williams
stated in correspondence that he
‘will meet the men Monday to dis-
‘cass their futures with the Sheriffs
‘Department, the notifications ap-
ear to mean they have been fired.
It’s a blow his client didn’t de-
'sérve, Lane said.

; “If this is the way Tarrant Coun-
ty’s going to treat a man like Jim
dinter, wow,” Lane said.

If after Monday’s meeting Minter
appears to have no job, Lane said,
e wants to take Minter’s case be-
re the civil service commission or

g rsueotherlegal remedies.

' Lane said that in his opinion, the
sheriff cannot. simply fire the men,

even though they are in positions
that Wilhams says have been de-
clared exempt from civil service
protection. The ;henﬂ‘ may pro-
ote employe&s into certain ex-
emp! posmons,meamngthathecan
: around normal civil semcc pro-
an said. m thembthbym




; Aecordmgtdd%rdw” red by
4 ,:lli:ms,Capt.PatHowdthukvi

1g Minter’s position as chief depu-
for confinement.

advise you that effective Jan. 1,

3 at 0001 hours [12 0l a. m.],'
u are relieved of your position as
ief Deputy of the Confinement
ureau.” The letter continues, “Itis
y order that you will relinquish all
nsnbnhty and command au-
rity associated with your previ-
us position as chief deputy of the
onfinement Bureau. ;
“I have set aside Monday, Jan. 4,
993 at 10 a.m. to meet with you in
y office to discuss any further af-
iation you may have with the Tar-

“Your deputation and affiliation

ting,” the letter ended.

Two Tarrant County officials ex-
ressed surprise at yesterday’s de-
elopments.

“] am very much surprised,”
ounty Judge Tom Vandergnff
id. “I have nothing but praise for
manner in which Mr. Minter has
irected the Sheriff’'s Department
| these many months since assum-
his post.”

Minter was named by District At-
rney Tim Curry to the position of
cting chief deputy in February to

n the department when former
eriff Don Carpenter became en-
gled in legal problems. He had
en jail administrator, and
empsell replaoed him temporarily
that position.

Vandergriff said, “It was an awk-

and difficult time for everyone
ncerned and they provided the
rship needed to make signifi-

ith the Sheriff’s Department will |
determined as a result of that |

t MWNM ki
County Administrator G.K. Mae-

nius, who also praised Minter, also

said the firirg surprised him.

“I believe that Jim Minter did an
excellent job during the past 11
months. He had moved that depart-
ment forward in a time of uncer-
tainty, and that’s to his credit and to

the credit of the county,” Maenius .

said.

River Oaks Police Chief Dub
Bransom, the Democratic candi-
date defeated by Republwan wil-
“liams for the post in the November

i eleaionq, ;ad. “Tbu Mmter’s

:ﬂ' w% nghtwdommrﬁ'e ‘

| Inaletterto Minter dated yester- [
day, Williams wrote, “This letter is |

Bransom said he knows the other

two fired officersas well.

“They’ve got about 50 years of
experience and loyalty to Tarrant
County,” Bransom said.

County Commissioner J.D. John-
son said he remains confused about
the men’s status.

“I haven’t determined if it is a
firing. ’'m going to be very disap-

_pointed if that is the case,” Johnson

said.

He said the district attorney’s of-
fice told him two weeks ago that
there were .no exempt positions
under the new civil service rules
covering the Sheriff’s Department.

However, officials with Tarrant
County District Attorney Tim
Curry’s office declined yesterday to
confirm that opinion.

“It looks like there is probably
going to be lmganon over this issue’
and we are not going to have a com-
ment for the newspaper at this
time,” said Assistant District At-
torney Ray Rike of the civil divi-
sion.

Johnson said he was surprised to

. hearof Minter’sfiring.

“He took over in hard times. He
made the department something
that I felt like we could be proud,”
Johnson said.

‘' “We’ve got tounderstand that the
~ sheriff is elected by the people . .

but we've all got rules and gmde-
lines we’ve got 1o foﬂow % Johmon

e iwﬂ

Fori Worth Star-Telegram / TONY RECORD |

TamntCmtySheﬂﬂDavﬁWilliam,leﬁ,hkestheu&doﬂee i
from Justice of the Peace Sanford “Sandy” Prlulle.

Stcvc Chaney, a senior assistant
to Curry, said he is baffled as to why
Williams would want to &ct rid of
such *“loyal, hard-workmg employ- ,
ees.

“Apparently that Wasnt the im- |
pression people had of one of the
first steps the new sheriff would |
take,” he said. “I would think . .. |
that they would be a real asset to
someone coming on board. I don’t |
really understand.”

Staff writer Frank Perkins contrib- |
uted to this report. ‘

e
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 Fon w:mh&ar-Tehmn

Tanim County - Sheriff David

~ tience in judging his decision to

But at least one county official
says Williams’ move could spark a
. costly legal battle for taxpayers and

sions in relations between the new
shmtfandohthercountyleadmr :

after meeting with the men tomor-

1 wittiams is asking for calm and pa-

create serious long-term repercus-

In his first interview since the ac-
tion, Williams declined to explain
yesterday the sudden removal of
acting Chief Deputy Jim Minter
and two other top officials oversee-

abruptly remove three top veteran  ing the jail and day-to-day shenﬂ"s
Shenﬁ‘s Department officials min-  operations.

utes after taking office enrly New “It would be inappropriate forme
YeursDay , to discuss matters of internal per-

sonnel adjustments,” said Wil-
liams, citing advice from private at~
torneys and adding, “These events

- arestillunfolding.” -

But Williams vowed to say mom
(MoreonSHERIFFonPagez)

County commissioners and

row and said he believes that even County Judge Tom Vandergriff ex-
his critics will ultimately approve. pressed confusion and shock at the
“Some people who don’t know removal of Minter, who had drawn
me real well are wondering, ‘Why so near-unanimous praise for guiding
soon? ” Williams said. “But they the multimillion-dollar department-
don’t know the full story and I can’t after former Shenff Don Carpenter
_tell the full story right now. I think if wasindicted.

people wait, they will support the
actions.”

“This could have major repercus-
sions,” said one county official, who

The Republican sheriff’s light- asked not toquent:ﬁq:l
ning strike to remove Minter, As- The official said thaﬂba’h!léad—
sistant Jail Administrator John ers are disappointed in the brusque
Pempsell and Chief Deputy of Op- treatment of Minter, whom bfﬂcxals
erations George Campbell caught’ credited with salvaging a depart-
‘most other county officials off ment mlred in maraleahdmanage-
pras. has worked for th ~ ment problems.
Pempsell wo or the ‘
Sheriff’s Department for 32 years, The moves have alsocausedaome
Minter for 22 years and Campbell to question the political savvy and
for13. : o managerial ab:h(t:y ommiims, an:
Wﬂhams issued letters neh v1 \ former Haltom City
%W m ' c ng{ ~ political novice who narrowly de-

feated Democrat Dub Bnnm in
| November. ey w




County AdmanwrG.K.Mae-
nius confirmed that Williams was
legally sworn in early Friday, a full
10 hours before other newly elected
leaders, so that patrol deputies
working the overnight shift could be
deputized with legal authority.

- Association.
cial early-morni
admnmsteredb
Sandy Prindle. Prindle also_per-"
formed a ceremonial oath later in -
the day, Williams said. Other coun-
ty officials were told of the plan for
the early oath of office at a sheriffs
transition meeting . weeks earlier,
Maenius confirmed. -

But Maenius, like otller county

- leaders, expressed ise at Wil--

liams’ dﬁcmon to strip Minter of his

a%(ﬁ:t'ﬁu mn:m;whm unique
? pemnc ; riff was compli-
: mﬂn;;im‘!’;mfér on a job well .
ﬁ doqe at wveﬂl of those meetmgs,

;/ w:um md’meeungs tomor-
- row with and the others will
decide their but he would
ﬁotaynfhephnstoﬁrcwmmn
Attorneys for Minter have .
legal action and have
quenlonedwmmms legal power to
fire the men under a recent state
sherifPs civil service law.
: mhwm:anohucalperkbudt
“into it for the sheriff: an exemption
dna:thatngestheshenﬁ'thengm
e and appoint his chief deputy,

 private ammformcg
J ofthe:rduties.ﬁutacom&tv]oﬁi"ml |

Williams said the Texas Sheriff’s -
ded the spe-

g oath, which was |
iceof the Peace :(

?our m
*anht.m mﬂmsm- *
Wnllmrcponedlyretal m
issuing the orders 1

said yesterday that a county at-
torney advised Williams during a |
recentmeetmgthnhecmndnotle- |
gallytakesuchaction. 4

Thcmuhoouldbeanexpenswe.
drawn-out legal battle.

Williams also issued orders for
armedgn&drioblockummﬁomx’

E % but Wil- |

: of‘ﬂle |
Gﬁm'ﬁld; 1 cln’t
tqwuoa; Wd
Williams said he has named Capt.
Patrick Howeﬁ 1o Minter’s former
over the jail. .
Maj. ‘will take <
Pcmpull s former spot u assmam

:fkwe : ’sspm,bmoould‘aot f

m ; ﬁgec‘s ’iﬁem |
mﬁwmmam “ﬁ
parlmen’t S )dmmﬁtuuve bureau,

_mlllpp;omtedwcolonel,wd ‘

Williams, adding, “Swanson now,
becomthehaghut-mnhum
un-Amenmmlhehmoryofthe ‘
Sheriff’s Department.” !
The jail operation makes up the
bulk of the Sheriff's Department’s 1

staff and budget and has been a
‘major factor behind sharp county

taxincreases in recent years.

Howell has had a lengthy law en-
forcement career, includingstintsas
an officer with the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Slfem AT
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE
@ Retired geologist learns inmates
-makededicated GED students

committing crimes against the public.
McGhee, 69, is a retired geologist and oil
and gas business developer who volunteers
without pay in the jail’s education depart-
ment. He sees those same prisoners
crouched over high school books, writing
themes and struggling with geometry prob-
lems as they work toward a general equiva-

BY FRANK PERKINS

Y e "y Fm,?"qn:\ Star-Telegram
~.FORT WORTH — Bill McGhee’s view
of the prisoners at the new Tarrant County
Corrections Center is different than that of
aprison guard. ok

The guards see the prisoners as people
whose conduct must be controlled and di-

* Bill McGhee

. school diploma they never earned.

“I don’t see them as dangerous

- criminals because the dangerous
_.criminals are kept across the street

. in an older jail. I see the inmates in

the education program as people

‘trying to better themselves despite
their troubles, trying to make a dif-

-, ference in their lives.

i “The fact that they volunteered
for the schooling, are conscientious
‘about attendance and doing the

. +work indicates to us that they have

‘some self-discipline, -a trait most

- folksdon’t give many inmates much

“ credit for having,” McGhee said.
He does whatever must be done,
from filing grade reports to answer-

ing the phone in department coordi- .

nator Don Walker’s office, but most
of his work is as a jail truant officer,
.finding out why inmate X is not in
“I spend a lot of time on the
" phone to the cell pod officers trying
. to find the missing. Most are absent
. because of a court appearance, or
. theyare ill ochave a conference with
_alawyer. The majority of them show
‘up later on when those appoint-/
“mentsare over,” he said.
“ McGhee is a member of Retired
_Seniors Volunteer Services, a non-
profit organization in which retired
executives volunteer for various
community endeavors. He credits
his wife, Beverly, known as “Bee,”

ingatthejailinJune.

for htiadecision Wn':v@untier-

rected with fairness and humanity. And,
the guards see them as people in jail for

" “Bee should get the credit. She
piqued my.interest in volunteering
‘when she remarked one day: ‘You’ll
never know what you’ll find until
you cast your talents out there.” It’s

been quite a satisfying experience
forme,” hesaid.
. McGhee said he is continually

- impressed by the dedication of pris-

onerstoearna GED.

*“I was surprised at the fact that

most of the 100 or so prisoners en-
rolled in the GED program at the
center are very regular in their at-
tendance -and eager to learn,” he
said. “In particular, those inmates

who are interested in becoming -

class.room aides are very sincere and
efficient in their studies.”
The program has two Fort Worth

| school district teachers as instruc-

tors. They teach four classes-a day
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Each class of
approximately 25 prisoners may
have two to three inmate aides.

“Those aides really help those
teachers. They file papers and re-
ports for them, explain the program
to the inmates and help them with
their class work,” McGhee said.

The aides have more formal edu-
“cation than the other inmates and
some would like even more.

“A number of ‘them have ap-
proached Don and me about the
possibility of carrying their edu-
cation on past the GED level. I think
that says a lot about them and the

e / program,” McGhee said.

lency diploma, a substitute for the high
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Shgwthe bcﬂﬁ'tothe"dwf Dt ,~

- Tom Wilder's really donei oh;mums

| latest pawn in ‘county 20

 question is: Can Tarrant County {qxphyets

aﬂ‘ord"‘ ﬂlc‘hewly\ sworn g o for

can't. |

. Shéiff Daivid Williamé’ firing: omm |

~ hard-working, dedicated employees on his

ﬁm day in office demonstrates incompe-

| tence to the 10tlrpower Such acuontare

“sure 10 cost us a bundle in liti

pense. Will it cost $5 mnlhquperhad" li

| will cost $15 million, at least. Count on it!

+ Straight out of your L amd mine. .

Wasn’t former Sheriff Carpentcr At

enough? .
Too badwceam nnpeach Wnlhamsgnd

reappoint Jim Minter. I concur with Coun- -

‘ty Judge Tom- Vandergriff, District At-

|

tor G.K. Maenius in praising the fine job
Minter’s done of bringing order 10 a trou-
bled department. He’s a fine" m,an and an
excellent administrator, one who would
continue 10 serve the county well as sheriff.
I think it’s obvious that Williams should
‘tender hisimmediate resignation.
: RiciqﬁM.Snitin

tomeyTnmCurrynndCountmehﬂstm 4

05 January 1993 |

Lossofcredibility <
" TheardthetewsJan. 13 ﬁi'g”iuc
ffw—Tdey:m,lam m‘mm

swmnrinoeremony “hy .‘ |
handed tactics used by .;.,,3';
m#micme f:nmdnls '/
ese three men, who " 50
ye.u combmedwvwetq'mt ”',
- were robbed of their pntft’ﬁm ﬂf,:'
Thepeopleof‘l‘ sl
arrant ¢ muﬂﬁe"*
10 take a hu'é-‘lmg

pmfmobeadhm:é, not
to judge his faith, but ﬁmm in

* Deuteronomy 27:24: ij

- 'smiteth his neighbor i
mmu lqt N P /ywﬂ
Jmmvmdn#mm
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Tuesday, January 5,1993 / Fort Worth Star-Telegram

o Bxdeputiesoffered newjobs

_ By FRANKPERKINS

[Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Sheriff David

- Williams, under fire for refusing to
. retain three former top-ranked dep-
 uties, offered thiem jobs as captains

in his new administration this
morning, an attorney for one of the

. three said.

 “Itlooks like we have a deal, but I

Pempsell listen to the tape of their final conversa-

From left, George

Lane'said Minter has been offered

' a job as captain over the training

| division, Pempsell as captain in the
. warrants division and Campbell as

| captain of thecriminal investiga-
 tiondivision.

Minter had been making $69,600
as acting chief deputy and would
earn $35,148 to $54,828 as training

| coordinator; Pempsell, whose sal-

" ary had been $64,032, would make

$32,772 to $50,748 as warrants cap-

| tain; and Campbell, who made

$52,848, would draw the same sal-
ary as Pempsell in his new job.

None of the three could be
reached this morning to comment
on Williams’ offers, but Lane indi-
cated they would accept the offers.
Williams was in a closed-door meet-
ingand did notreturn phone calls.

want to look him in the face before
it’s final,” said Jim Lane, the at-
torney for former acting Chief Dep-
uty Jim Minter, who commanded
the 1,400-member department
from February until Williams’
swearing-in New Year’s Day.

.In one of his first actions as sher-
iff, Williams on Friday said he:
would not redeputize Mintef; as-'

Lane said Williams agreed to |

compromise and retain the three
 afteraseries of meetings throughout
f the night with County Commis-
| sioner J.D. Johnson and Ed Max,
the sheriff’s main campaign finan-
cial backerand adviser.

Williams yesterday had said that
he made the changes to get his own
people in top positions, a goal not

, uncommon for a new sheriff bring-
ing ina new administration.

The decision to appeal to the civil

| service commission was not in-
tended to deny Williams the right to

. name his top aides, Lane said after

- Minter met with the sheriff yester-
day morning.

T— N
John  tions with Sheriff David \

 3expectedto accepts captains posts

sistant jail administrator John
Pempsell and George Campbell, the
chief deputy for operations.

All three indicated yesterday they
would appeal to the civil service
commission, asking that Williams™
action be overridden and ‘they be:
returned toduty at the rank of their:
last civil serviee positions. *

(More on SHERIFF on Page2)

SR,

orthStar-Telegram / PAUL OSELEY

Williams this morning. At '

farright is Minter’s attorney, Jim Lane.

“That is his right,” Lane said.
| “But these three men are protected
| by civil service laws and those laws
| require that he put them back to th_e’

last nonexempt civil service posi- -
tion they held. He can’t just fire
them, and if you tell a man he has no
authority, no responsibility, no
command, no place to sit and no
paycheck, he’s been fired.”

Lane had said that the ex-
| deputies, if not rehired, would take
| their case to the commission Mon-
' day “to seek extraordinary reh;f

from this confusing order. We will
ask the commission to stay Sheriff:
l Williams’ decision until we can
have a hearing which we are entitled
to have. We will exhaust all the ad-
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‘are not re-deputized.” -
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BY JACK DOUGLASJR.

Fort Worth Star-Telegram 7
Sheriffs in Dallas, Houston and San Antonio
said yesterday that they — like new Tarrant
- County Sheriff David Williams — replaced key
~ officials when they wére sworn in, but that gener-

. ally they did so with greater tact. '
The other urban-area sheriffs made it clear well

 before they took office that they were planning.

. _top personnel changes.
| But the actions of Williams, sworn in at 12:01
. a.m. on New Year’s Day, apparently came as a
| surprise to the ousted deputies — Jim Minter,
| - John Pempsell and George Campbell, all veter-
~~ ansofthedepartment. _

'~ After being sworn in, Williams took away the
~_duties of Minter, acting chief deputy, who had
' been running the Sheriff’'s Department;
. Pempsell, assistant jail administrator; and
Campbell, chiefdeputy of operations. .

This morning, after a series of all-night meet-
ings, Williams offered the three jobs as captains
in his new administration, said Jim Lane, Mint-
| er’sattorney. ;

The three men said yesterday that their dis-

~ missals, which ‘stirred controversy, came as a
surprise. "

Harris County Sheriff Johnny Klevenhagen

- said he would not relieve a veteran officer with-

out sufficient warning. : '

, Dallas County Slieriff Jim Bowles agreed, say-
‘ ing his personnel changes were made carefully to
| ensurea *“‘calm, quiet transition.” il
{ Whether Williams has the authority to fire the
! i

|

i

1

|

{

threedeputiesremainsindispute. . :
“It is not at all uncommon for a new sheriff
coming in . . . to make four or five appointments
of preference,” Bowles said. And, he added, peo-

- pleshould be careful about criticizing Williams.

“Considering the turmoil the department’s

 been in, it needs to get head-tall in the sun again
~ before there’s any criticism,” Bowles said. -

{

Klevenh: ‘and Bowles said they- mad:
- changes in executive. positions when they too
1*”&11«; but @Mnm‘achmges im-
~ mediately after th ¢ pleéteq\Bqth men first
 tookofficeon Jan, [,1985. - - i
 Bowles said his: 0eSSOr's ie_ﬁd_epqu and
" two assistant chief’ oluntarily resigned,
" paving the way for ) ents. Kleven-
" hagen said he replaced five admin }&ofﬁc—
%, including chief deputy jail administra-
:mtor__ o 11"?:. l‘v!y\:“ “\Af”\h‘ VT T S w.r‘ G T

z,SectionA,ia‘_ge'2 / FoﬂWoﬂhSﬂn-ToEgm / Tuesday, January5,1993 p ‘_‘*‘ *

| the stroke of
 Klevenhagen, :
 early morning ceremony makes it easier for sher-

 iff’s department personnel to be

i
TS N KV TN e e
. i ‘“ ‘l,‘ ]

\ £ A

Many new sheriffs in Texas are sworn in after

dnight in a new year, Bowles and
said. Though largely ritval, the

re-deputized

- under anewadministration, they said.

Ralph Lopez, who was sworn in as sheriff of

Bexar County at 12:01 a.m. on Jan. 1, said he
terminated 10 people from top-level positions in
that Sheriff’s Department. The terminations
were not asurprise to those affected.
_.“Iwanted my new team. I wanted professional,
loyal employees that had law enforcement expe-
rience and administrative experience,” said
Lopez, a Democrat who defeated a two-term in-
cumbent Republican.

The people he said he terminated included the
previous administration’s chief deputy, jail ad-
ministrator, patrol commander and the chief of
the criminal investigations division.

- However, unlike William’s secretive; wee-

hours swearing-in ceremony in Fort Worth,
.Lopez'sald he invited the San Antonio media,
including four TV stations, when he was sworn in

| justafter midnight.

|
!

1

" Lopez, Bowles and Klevenhagen said they
have the authority to fire only the employees who
are exempt from civil service protection, which is
governed on a county-by-county basis.

Klevenhagen said his department cannot im-
mediately fire a high-ranking employee if that
employee once held a civil service position with
the department. Instead, that employee has the

“option of being demoted back to the former posi-

| “tion, the sheriff said. -
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Sheriff critical of men

 he fired, then rehired

BY FRANK PERKINS
; Font Worth Star-Telegram it
FORT WORTH — Holding lower ranks, new jobs
and drawing less pay, three former top-ranked sher-
iff’s deputies were back at work today — though not
without scathing criticism from a new sheriff who
initially dismissed, then reinstated, the trio. /
Tarrant County Sheriff David Williams agreed -
yesterday to re-deputize the three, ending the furor.
created when, shortly after being sworn in New
Year’s day, he declined to retain them as deputies in

. hisnew adminstration.

The three — former Acting Chief Deputy Jim
Minter, former assistant jail administrator John'
Pempsell and former Chief Deputy for Operations
George Campbell — challenged Williams’ action,
contending they had been fired and arguing that civil
service rules mandated they be returned to the high-
est civil service rank they had previously held.

Yesterday, Williams offered them jobs as captains
and they accepted.

He witnessed their swearing in at 6:30 p.m., shook

; hands with them and left before they were re-
- deputized. He also released a statement critical of the'
. three for making a public issue of their job situations.

; 1@1{%*!11

*“It is unfortunate that these men chose to go to the
news media first, and only later bring their lawyers to’
come see me,” the statement said.

“The news media is not the proper place to deter-
mine important internal personnel matters. Law en-
forcement officials know how to properly address
these issues and we expect that this will be done in the
future.” . .

The three deputies, however, said they were simply
happy to have jobs and were eager to return to the

: T .

sheriff’s department. i

*“I feel like a part of me is back in place,” Pempsell
said. ik :
Minter praised the sheriff for retaining them as

i depuﬁ“. .

g

I think it's ended up well,” he said. “I think the

sheriffis to be commended for that.” ;
~ And Campbell said he is relieved to be back on

duty. . ; b i)

“I'm just tickled to death to have a job. I have no
will be a good and faithful employee of
on DEPUTIESonPage16)

AN

ack atwork

s

#

i

|

.+ Their pay will be cut at least
“.percent.to bring them in line with

their lower ranks, according to

County Personnel Director Gerald
Wright.

. Minter had been making
'$69,600; his new salary range will be
from $35,148 to $50,748.
Pempsell’s salary had been $64,032;
his new salary will be $32,772 to
$50,748. Campbell, who had made
$52,848, would have the same pay
rangeas Pempsell.

' Minter will become a training
captain; Pempsell will head the
Warrants Division; and Campbell

. will take over the Criminal Investi-
. gation Division. Campbell replaces

Capt. Bill Hardin, a 46-year law en-

. forcement veéteran ‘who resigned

yesterday afternoon as CID captain.

“I just quit,” he said as he board-
ed an elevator outside Williams’
third-floor office in the old Crimi-
nal Courts Building. “I’'m just tired

' ofthe work and the politics.”

_ The reinstatement and swearing-
~in of the three ends the first major

. personnel crisis of Williams® fledg-

ling administration. :
As the daylong drama unfolded,

|- media crews trotted from Williams’
" office in the old Criminal Courts

Building, to the district attorney’s .

' offices in the Tarrant County Crim-

- and these men were not under any -

inal Justice Center, to the commis-

sioners courtroom in the County .

Administration Building.

In meetings yesterday with: the
three, Williams repeatedly stressed
‘that they had not been fired, but
only not re-deputized..

Williams in his statément said the
_decision to change the sheriff's de-
partment’s top staff was the result of
a “mandate for reform” given him
by voters in the November election;

“These actions were  taken to
carry out my mandate for reform

investigation . for any criminal
wrongdoing. This action was not in-

TarrantCounty,”hesaid,
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T et M -
tended as adisclphm;eﬁon, nor
was it intended toimpugn their rep-

utation - or - integrity,” wmm’ __4 .

statementsays. e e
Earlier yesterday, the board of the
Tarrant County Deputy Sheriffs As-
sociation issued a statement sup-
porting his decision to name his
own top deputies. But the as-
sociation added that the men
stripped of those ranks should. be
handled under thecivil service laws.
“I don’t think anyone should lose
his job over politics,” said Lt. Ray
Bell, the association’s secretary and
a member of the organization’s
The reinstatements were  Aac-
companied by a 10-page agreement
in which each side agreed not to sue
'theoshenr‘-‘ mo e
The three also agreed not 10 §
anyone associated with the sheriff,
including his transition and cam-
paign teams. That was apparently a
protection for Tom Wilder, who is
on the sheriff’s transition team and

was his campaign manager, and Ed’

Max, a major campaign donor who
isalsoon the transition team.

A source close to attorney Jim
Lane, Minter’s attorney, said that
provision followed Lane’s threat to
sue Max and others on the transi-
tionteam. . L s o Do

“As soon as he made that threat,
he had agreement from the sheriffto
rehire the three as captains in about
20 minutes,” the source said.

But Williams said that he asked
for the section barring suits against
hisadvisers. . . . e

“There was so much talk in the

media about Ed Max and Tom Wil-

der being the *shadow sheriff’ that I
wanted to protect. them. for any
‘suits. “ The. - decision . t0 not. re-
deputize the three, and then 1o 'r:;
deputize  them "as ‘captains, wé
mine “and - mine - alone,” he’ said
, before last night’s swearing-

4 (. . "y fa“y: ” ¥ ¢ : 4 . 'Lr‘"
- Hedraws quick,
shoots selfin foot
~ FORTWORTH — Today s Day
Sixofthecounty’snewestsoap
opera, Young Sheriff David, and
please, hurry up with the episode
where Tarrant County's new Young
Gun takes a crash course in media
relations. | W o ey ks
e ,Wﬁ!o

inviteusto
your
: swearing-in
. - at10a.m.,
BUD KENNEDY where we
findout you
sneaked outonusanddiditthe
night before. (
Another way is to sack somebody
whoseems like agood guy, likeJim
- Minter, the former jail warden who .
treated reporters honestly inhis 11
'months running county law
enforcement as an unofficial
*“‘acting sheriff.” y
Yesterday, new Sheriff David '
Williams of Watauga found the best
way to get usall piqued off. He
convened a press briefing, let TV
reporters set up cameras and then
had a deputy read only: “The sheriff
reports he will not be able to ;
pttend." ) ’
- All four TV news stations were
there. He’d have been on more
channels than Amy Fisher.
- Itturned out to be aremake of a
much older movie :the one
where Dorothy is “The Wizard
saysgoaway.” . . . ;
Look, I don’t know how they
handled media relations on
Williams’ old job out at
pray-for-prosperity evangelist
Kenneth Copeland’s TV
- Butwhen you're elected to runthe
_public jail, you'd better talk straight
*Ewith the public.
- Much ofmliams’ painful news
coverage in st six days could
] (lmoixmmYon Page14)
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1 Ke nned newsreports saying, “Theaction
i gomegynxém au:l'ossl 'I“ammF t
fi e Paae unty’ ines like “Fur
( 3 —— me 13 _ fliesover dismissal of 3,” Williams
S A shouldcalmlyrepcat tothe pubhc
shired ofmdm savvy. Thepublic ~ Jawsnorfurbut hopes tohire hettcr;
 should have been told of the 12:01 - g:;pleandm theshets g
- a.m. swearing-in (only a few vl :
' reporters might hgve zome When the lawyers showup
anyway), threatening litigation, Williams
i ! . should face the people and a@swer i
When Williams chose new chief questions the best he can, )

| . deputies, he should have introduced
w them to the people that day, instead

ofletunsnemooveragelmgeron ‘thatanswer yet” or “I can’treally.
" the ntorreleaseof talk about that.”
- Minterand two less beloved Wnlhamsendedthedaywntha :
j assistants (an event portrayed as struggling, tersely worded '
some kind of clandestine New - statement reinstating the three to
Year’s Eve Massacre, but legally his ~ lesser positionsand complaining
privﬂegeasanelectedTexas ‘ becausetheytookthelwaseto
“sheriff). reporters.

datt
¥

When thaStar-Telegmm wmcs ; o ;

understanding that sometimes the
only answer may be “I don’t have

. Hecould talk forever then about
. anti-drug programs,butnowhe
Ui, fonnercampangnmpnager.

- stopat theadministrators’ front

Pa—
'I'lusalmostNxxomanbehavxons ?
unusual, considering that we met
Williams as a personable,
downright bubbly

community-relations police officer.

Haltom City crime watchand

deflectsalmost all questions to his

Yesterday, we couldn’t even go
near Williams’ office. We had to

-door.

' “Thisis David’s office now,” one

of hisdeputiessaid ymerday
“You people have been wmmg

- bad things about us. You’ve just got

‘tolearn, this is David’sjail.”
Nope. It’s the public” soﬁ'lce Our
-public building. And our public jail.
And I suggest the rookie boss
studyupon public relations.

~ Theshadow sheriffs

‘ ‘Some wear badges, but who pulls the strings?

BY MAXB. BAKER
- FortWorthStar-Telegram
Tﬁey re bemg called the shadow
,shenﬁ's
- They don’t wear uniforms. They

paign contributor Ed Max wield
over Tarrant County Sheriff David
- Williams is so tangible that- ‘many

y they can almost see the silver
badges on their shirts.

Both have played key roles in the
weeklong controversy, over Wil-
liams’ abrupt dismissal of three
depuues 1mmed1ately after he took
office in the first minutes of New

- don’tdrivearound in squad cars. Year’s Day.
~ Yet the influence that political i
consultant Tom Wilder and cam- Wilder, Williams" campaign

manager and co-chairman of his
transition team, knew about the
planned dlsmxssals before even the
Tarrant. County commissioners

(More on SHERIFF on Page 17) -



knew.
i was Max, and nonhe shmﬂ‘
s for the Sheriff’s

with Commissioner

deputies.
fWilder and Max ‘were SO mtegraf
to-the negotiations that attorneys

wasrunning the show.
“I came to the

ing the negotiations) that Ed Max
and Tom Wilder were a civilian
—review board on personnel mat-

representing Jim ther, one of the

depuues who almost lost his job.
As a result, the compromise that

won reinstatément at a lower rank

George Campbell includes a-sec~
tion protecting Wilder and: Max
from future legal action for thenr
roles.

who as of Friday still hadn’t

brigfed by Williams about any of
the -events that -marred the first
days of the new sheriff's adminis-

be:at thebottom ofadeeppn if he

Jnlohnwwtehmieﬂnemrev

conclusion [dur~ .

rComm:ssloner Bob 'Hamg:m’

tration, said Williams ‘will always.

' mm negotiating an

fomthe deputies didn’t khow who *

“I think ifth ir the
. cabinet-or shadow sh -
“be impossible for him t
" selfout of the ”Hantptogwgﬂ
For his part, Williams says he 1§

“not concerneéd about public mis-

conceptions about his relation- -

~ ships with Wilder and Max.- He -

LS

ters,” said Jim Lane, the attorney -

thinks their portrayals as. ‘shadow.
sheriffs are being circulated by his
political enemies.

“Every administrator has
advisers,” Williams said Friday in
a telephone interview. “‘President

" Clinton. Governor Richards. All

for Minter, John Pempsell and -

ofﬁceholders have other sources of
input.”

Wﬂhams, 38 a Repubhcan po-
litical novice and former Haltom
City detective, has been dogged by
questions about his qughﬁwlons
ever since he began ‘his race for
sheriff. Members of his own party
wondered if the clean-cut former

“security guard for Kenneth Copel-

and ministriés had the managerial
background to oversee the 1,100-
employee, $44 mllhon-a-year
Sheriff’s Department.

< “and former Gov. Bill
| “campaigns. In l984:pd'

nve cuuses, Wl
former’ Prem'éent ;o!ﬁfd Re :
marm- .
der took on Hampton in two bitter -
GOP primaries. He attacked
Hampton’s moderate positions (‘nf‘
taxation, accused him of lmprop-
erly wng county road eQmpme
and criticized his support of
payer-financed abortions at John
Peter Smith Hospxul

“Mr, Wilder is the-only w
I've-comg | 1‘6 ‘
political ateno.thpfé
litical encmy,"Mpioﬁ)q( lm
week. -

Wilder gained esteema:apomb
cian who clearly un
ern campaigntools such as comp\u-’f
ers, polling and mass mailing. - S

However, he also won a reputa- .
tion among some as an
who' likes to_drop- iuxbs; ' 1
bombs and take total control 0(.
more than one occasion during |
Williams’ campaign, Wilder was
criticized for not letting his candi-
date speak for himself.

}
|

David’

s: Blames pobtiqal
enemiés fowodl‘ﬂ!!l of key backers

“There were a lot of people who
felt that if you elected David Wil-

liams, you really were electing Tom
‘Wilder,” said JoeCammﬂocal

- That fear seemed to nng true last

, week” during the furor over ‘the
“three deputies, when Wnlluuh( was

largely unavailable for publi¢ com-
ment-and Wilder was fielding re-

porters’ questions for the sheriff.
In the wake of the firings; Wilder

. said he knew days in advance that

some type of personnel action|
would be taken against Minter,
Pempsell and Campbell. He said he
and Williams were evasive when
talking to elected county
“aboutthe planned staff changes.

“We were purposely . on
theadvice ofoobnsehmdfoutnte-
gic reasons,” Wilder said. “We'
didn’t want to tell everyone our
gameplan.”

Wilder says he was acunz at Wil-
liams’ behest. Everything he has
done — from the campaign’s first
days to the first days of the Wil-

) liams administration — is for the
| good of the taxpayers, hesaid.
f “As apenonwhohls been in-
volved in the political process for
\ 28years,lfeelntumyruhtlndm
duty to spedk out on the issués that
~areim

“m

me,” '{ilder said.

Justice of the Peace Sandy Prin- |
dle, who swore in Williams in a
private and then a publiccetemony ,’*
Jan. 1, counts Wilder-as a friend.
\tZlhexnxf mt \;"i;‘den ‘political

$ e admits le
who know: Wlldet are rlglym mgal
abouthﬁm Oy

“Tomisa 100
Prindle - said. “,‘Q{qu
something strongly; he will support
it to the hil . '
tioned his i

»’

mme opinions
on Wilder, it is hard to ﬂndcnyone
who can give a very informed view.
about Max, 65, an auto parts dealer
who lives at Eagle Mountain Lake.
Max could not be reached for,
, family

“4 those involved in the negotia-
_tions with him during the recent

controversy said that all Max lp-

pears to want is good go

“I know he doesn't have a pbr-

sonal agenda,” said Commissioner

Johl:on who held several long ses-

Mmmllastwﬁktormlve

the deputies’ futures. One m
was at Max's home, with the
present. But the deciding one, h

g
- o . ¥
v y ol
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WELL, TM_ SURE
SURPRISED —~ THATS THE
’ THIRD ONE THIS MORNING.
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" BYBOBMAHLBURG -

7 FortWorth Siar-Telegam ,;
On- the mormﬁg Sheriff David -
Williams was sworn into office, Tar- -
rant Counq‘/_.laxl workers celebrated
with “high-fives” when they learned
that he had relieved three top bosses
of their duties. :
News of the sudden ousters on

New Year’s Day set off'a firestorm

of complaints from county officials.
Buf to officers who had endured
eight turbulent years under Sheriff

Don Carpenter — marked by low i

morale, - internal- spymg and coin
flips to decide promotions —
dismissal order tacked to bulletin ™
boards meant the promise of bnght-
erdays..

Then, thhm a week, came the
jolt: The three officials were return-
ing to work in lesser posts.

““Those three guys had carried the
ball for Garpentet and when they
went, deputies were literally danc-
ing’in ms ** said one 10-year
veteran oﬂ‘wer‘- “Then came the
woérd they were coming back, and
morale fell to hell.”

‘Williams has repeatedly declined
togive his opinion of the three of-
ficials he removed, citing advice
from a private attorney. He said he
removed the men primarily because
he fieeds his own management team

- 10 carry out ‘changes he promised

R &

ined to discuss other
mso saxd‘that the full rea-

lﬁ pw decxslons tmght

m“mk the peop‘le to trust that

I’'m actingin their best interests,” he
said by telephone Friday.

“His first week in office left Wil-
liams in the unenviable position of

votel;l.

the '

> with hlshandlmg ofthe situatxon

bemg cnnc;zed on one hand for
ousting' the" officials, and on the.
otherfortakmgthem back. ..

In addition, the way Williams
carried out the moves confused and
concerned both camps; who, after
Carpenter, were hopmgfor a penod
of calm.

Yellow pencils bearing the slogan’ .
“Sheriff Williams Makes Don Car-
penter Look Good” began showing
up in county buxldmgs late last
week.

But Wllhams sald he JS satlsfied

“Those tbrqeguys’lmd N
carried the ball for Car- .
penter and when they

went, deputies were ltt-
etallydancmgm tlne
halls.”-. v S &

— veteran ofﬁeer

spenkmsanonyi’nonstx

“My objectives have been at-
‘tained and a leader in any position’
has to.look at the results,” Williams
said Fnday, addingina chppedmxl-
~itary voice:
complished.”

Despite the- uproar, hé saxd the

"

a guard at their offices and declined .
to meet with them for three days.
Given the Opportumty, he would do
it -again almost exactly the same
way, hesard ;

- “My main motivation for the ac-
‘tions was I think it.was imperative
‘thatI immediately install a manage-
ment team in which I had absolute
confidence to carry out the policies
and programs I promlsed ” Wil-

. liamssaid. -

However, his adyvisers and others-

close to the recent events say that

Williams did not completely trust

. the three officers. They hinted that
- Williams feared opposition to his
: ptograms from acting Chief Deputy
Jim Minter, Assistant Jail Adminis-

trator John Pempsell and Chief

Deputy of Operations George

- Campbell. Minter had been running

the Sheriff’s Department for almost

. a year, since Carpenter took leave .

s

"Mlsswn ‘ac-

moves -allowed him to put his own

team in place within days and WNI
outa costly legal battle. -

He conceded that he has sufferod

.pohucal fallout but said that

pubhb reaction he has received has

been overwhelmingly positive.
.Williams notified the three offic-

ers in writing New Year’s Day that

they were relieved of duties, posted

. hams

during hislegal troubles.
“He was unwilling to begin"his

- administration hamstrung and en-
- gage in a protracted legal battle to .

putinhisownteam,” said Williams’ -
adviser and campaign ‘manager,
Tom Wilder. By refusing to redepu-

tize the- mqn‘hspart ‘of his new-ad-

ministration, rather than firing
thcm oumght, dexams believed he
~dunk way" to aVOxd

' hwths,&vll ersaid,

makmz ‘that decxsmn, Wll-
heavﬂy on advice from

private ys and adqum. Wil-
der éud r Williams nor Wil-
derwoum entify those advisers.

Commxssloner J.D. Johnson,

- who mediated the settlement to re-

turn the trio to work after threat-

ened lawsuits, said that Williams




~media.
" Many

About the prais¢ ‘on Minter
?fuyofhﬁm who l;uued into m,;%b cb;if' ﬁme
“Thm peroebuon wﬁe wag :

~.a good on sdd '*Far :
from it ,E'vé‘
wwareé o

ua)/‘,‘,‘; / ﬂz;'

P P

4 S
hcmfmtemalmﬁswn

may’hove undemsﬂn(m the m-
tensely ‘political” nature_of county-
govc ent: .

want taputsome ple i the
ﬁ mfoﬁ

comrmfrotntheqmde maybe

some mistakes can be ade.”
%lm ﬂham mcthodactualfy
e nder tha

-of some
y ? fficers to the
mﬂn sﬁ in t'he jait to get them 1o

“lehams must gott;n some
badadvice,” he« ugat

; ’W«tﬂxim’axfd ilder bot’
clified to discuss whether the o%‘-r
decision ~was . ‘by - per-
formance, tiés to ter oraﬂr—
ceptionof wrongdoi

The reappdinuﬁem of tﬁe three
has opened deep scars for some.
sheriff’'semployees.

“These guys who were fired were
slugs,” said one jail officer. He said

y‘

t 1 lpnestly th{nk is, he'."

‘topngnwnl

able ‘with, Mnson/md. B o SV —_
“Ijust ask the peoylz to
One former deputy said sarcam( .

Mmtermademang
hemthe nt’s In

year deputy said last week.

s ~

trustthat ’'mactingin .

tlmrbe;t interests.”
2 — David Williams
<o Tartani Countysherif

Other ofﬁccrs described Mintet,
Pe::gpsell and Campbell as politi-
cians more than officers and said
that news reports h;ve been unfair
to Williams.

Minter declmed*to comment Fri-
day on the officers’ criticisms.

Fifings during his tenur€ as head -

of Internal Affairs included several
controversial cases, such asthe chief
bailiff and two officers who said
they were targéted for founding a

: : m:;:‘olhmmm Camﬁ»
@ J ‘ nter and P 1l
~ular but He was hlghha!!ded and - ot
arrogant and he fired folks Don Car-
~ penter told him to fire,” one. five--

reviewed some rwommendatiom

tofire officers int

pointed out that ( ,hllbeeul

€s. e L] fu M'
Cmmfewo tlut he hu.

never been convicted of DWI and!

said that his DWI arrest has!

. beenexpunged fromcoun

“F've never done a g know- 5
ingly to anyone in this’ dephnmantu
tlm, isn’t thovebou‘d," cmem

{

Although many deputies m:rbei §

angry about the men returning,

ties endorsed his legal right to
the changes. -

liams notes with pride that
sociation representing mlnyﬁ "

Phone calls to. the Sheriff's T De-

partment are also running over-
whelmingly in favor of tlm mm,
Williams said. AL~

smmnrnnl’mufin!
Hnnuntﬂbnudhthhm "y

A —
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: ;es a qwck reﬁ‘esber

"éburse in Publlc Accauntablbly

el!, it certainly didn’t take long for Tar-
- rant County’s new sheriff, David Williams,
; to|learn what life is hke in the fishbowl.
t}; ose who thrust themselves willingly into

ust himself — should be prepared for
infense scrutiny andcriticism, -
_Many politicians’ undergo a metamor-
.“ 1S betWeenmnmngforofficeandbems
| elected toit.

. Before taking office, they are champions
of| the public’s right to know. On taking
- office, their. attitude changes. They sud-

: ‘ydemdemsuptot,hemtodecldewhat
public business the public is entitled to
niow about. Embarrassing incidents, like
“. eds of mischief, are frequently cloaked in
séprec: . Officials suddenly think they are
taecountabletothepnbhc. }

Phil
Record
On the record

t

work for you and for me. We are their boss-
es, and in that capacity they are account-
abletous
" One of the dutnes offjtt)l:xmah;:s when
serving as surrogates of the public, is to
remind oﬂ'ieeh";?crs constantly of their ac-
conntabﬂuy to the people. Former U.S.
Rep Barbara Jordan, who has demon-
_ strated on a number of occasions that ;2:
) ciple above politics, remin
g‘l;lep“;g:‘t;mhps‘:s of this duty several
~ monthsago inaspeech in Austin:
_+“Do you know that most of the people in
. office would rather do their jobs without
the nuisance of you? They would like to go
closeted and cloistered and not lét you have
one little peek at what they are doing be-
cause they are afraid of the sunshine, and
the only way the light of day gets into policy
~decisions is that you turn on that light and

. youhavetodoit.
gl B AL 8 .
| Lav €

* about 4 m ‘p&rblftheday But this year some-

public fishbowl — and, Williams did so

ﬂnﬂg very. extraordmary is . happening
about the way you are being treated. Media
people are now being treated as an identifi-

~ able opponent of those who would like to

. get elected to public office. Some people
feel that running against you, ‘those people
who write the stories and turn’ on  the sun-
shine and let fresh air through the wmdows,
[is the way togo], there are those who feel
that you really should be shut out of the
- policy-making decision cloisters. timt occur
. inthe government 6f the United States.
) ’Yqu must be very, very msn§tcnt that
you get your story. No matter what it takes,
- get your story. And the reason you have to
getyour stqu 18 thagthe people out tbere are
_dependingon you. -
“1 applaud you, and 1 congratulate you,

: bemuse you know the one thing which

could spell the death knell of democracy —
and I am not being overly dramatlc‘ I am
being very truthful — the one thmg that
could spell the death knell of democracy is
grossinattention by the people tothe affan's

. ofgovernment.”

We of the media must take these words to
heart. So, too, should Williams and hxs col-
leagues holding elected office.

Williams needs to do a little attitude
changing vq{k some of his staff members,
particularly,' the deputy who told Star-
Telegram columnist Bud Kennedy:

“You people have been writing bad

 things about us. You’ve just got to learn,

thisis David’sjail.”
Wrong, Mr. Deputy. It is the people sjail,
and David is their hired hand. ‘
il
I received two calls from readers who
thought we were being unfair to the sheriff
by criticizing his midnight swearing-in

' and his desire to name his own right-hand
- personnel.

But I think this was monqmatter of
inference than lmplleanon Af. we did
imply that Williams erred in domg these
things, we were wrong. It i mnotuncommon
for a sheriff to be sworn in minutes after

" midnight because the dﬂpptms of the

former administration lose their certifica-
tion at the stroke of midnight and must be

.‘wdmunMMnmhmqtbghways
i thepublncnsenmledtobeagsqchaswqgr

ing-inceremony.:
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I P T [ Itisnot Williams’jail, office, building or
"“F‘:“‘nd §Ital thmgs dall the atien. | 2NYthingelse down there. He and everyone
[ o Jam a8 lass o understand allahe aten- | - gowethere warks for e, My tazes payall
tion and criticism in \te.maties of Sherifl. | their “salaries ‘and’ bailt. that ‘building,
| David Williams’ secret swearing-in and im- - bought autos, etc. R o

mediaﬁeﬂmofm@ffm& o L . I'm so tired of government employees

Williams, after all, is a fervent, if not | oqing g if they don’t have to be account-
 fanatical, theocratic biblical fundamental- able to the residents of this free country of
8t He cut bis law enforcement teeth as.a | ours, Thisis why 1 voted for Bill Clintop. 1
- Security guard for a televangelist. And-as | juihopehe doesn’tlet us down as Williams

~~.was pointed out well before the election in
- November by many, including a former
Tarrant County Republican Party chair- -
man, Williams is a member in good stand-

"
./‘ ]
;
l

did.

ing and now the chief spearhead in these

' parts of Pat Robertson’s Christian Reich. -

~Soit’s only natural that Williams would

seize his-authority without a moment to

for God might take offense to dally-
‘ing. Similarly, though the fired officials
‘might be ever so competent and maybe
even good, Christian folks, Williams must

" have staff who will first and foremost have

W

- what ever he did to three men who

an unguestioning allegiance to the word of

God as heard on the 700 Club. There’s no
secret, afterall, about Robertson’s plans for

* special Christian police who will apply the

law, or break it if necessary, in the service of

 God’slaw.

" So, once he thinks he’s got the sheriff’s
department firmly in hand, don’t be sur-
prised if Williams starts aggressively en-
forcing Texas’ anti-sodomy statute. Don’t
be surprised if Operation Rescue is wel-
~comed to town and given free reign. And
don’t be surprised when a lot more taxpayer |
dollars are senselessly wasted in the courts 1
over such contentious matters, regardless
of the merits of the state’s case. A bit of

" Debbie Price’s and Roger Summers’ col-
umns hit the nail on the head. I thoroughly
agree with Summers that a jail administra-
tor needs to be*appointed by the county
commissioners. This would allow the sher-

. iff to have more time to tend to law and 1

order, which is what I voted for him to do.

4 g 4 Doris Green
Fort Worth

Limit Williams’role

It is with great disappointment that I
realize what the residents of Tarrant Coun-.
. tydid when they elected David Williams as
sheriff. He embarrassed the county when he
fired three leading employees and could not
even do it in person, nor could he explain
his reasons. Obviously, there was no reason
for the firing of Jim Minter, John Pempsell
and George Campbell except that their ex-
pertise posed a threat to the insecure Wil-

It may be too late to expect dignity in the
sheriff’s department. The residents of Tar-
rant County can hope ‘only that County
Judge Tom Vandergriff, the Tarrant Coun-
ty comrissioner- ~nd County Administra-

litigation over a few clumsily done firingsiis |

just the beginni % : |

‘Watchdog for the county
~ 1do not agree with Paul Bartula [Jan. 7
letter, “Support your local sheriff”] at all,
and called, wrote and did everything I could
tosave those deputies’ jobs.

I voted for Williams, too, but I am real
sorry for itnow. o
1 do agree the sheriff has the right to
appoint his top positions, kut not to fire h::i-

. given so much to the residents of this coun-
- s .

1 hope we still have a free socicty where
ml’mwm{gwmﬂw
théﬂmomn%m ek,

tor GK. M2 will‘ provide enopgh

- guidance and leadership to limit the role of
! the sheriff. Or is it too late? Could Williams
| beimpeached and Minter reappointed?

; Gwen B. Preston

I Fort Worth
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-hadalreadypmvedhlmselfaverydlﬂ’mh
man to predict.

. The 45-year-old capital murder suspect.

’ wbo started Tuesday’s court seéssion by

.making sexudl comment$ about-the pros-

- ecutors and went on to spend the day in

yesterday, Georne Lon

: aeemm;ly un “interviews with
_potential jurors, showed yesterday that he
can be animated, poln&mawﬂ'way,
‘evensomewhat friendly. -~
~_ Although never able to approach the
- highly polished smoothness of the pros-
- ecutors, Lott — who is defending himself
— seemed to warm yesterday to the people
he was interviewing.

Nodding politely at their answers, Lott
apparently tried to set the potential jurors
at ease using gentle hand gestures and, in
his own somewhat abrupt way, courteously
;ncounon.tbemtomswerqmm

_For example, on Tuesday he asked one
‘man if he understood that jurors should
imghev:ddncepwtedmcounpgd“lot
suck itup likea vacuum cleaner.”

: Ymerdly.hcmfarmdermuhng
-the same question.

“You have a certain amount of common
ieuseandaccnnnamqnmofcxpmencem
life,” he told one woman, “and you under-

ﬂnddmwuuwihattoﬁlwrtb:m
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[Fear, loathing, confusion,
and paranoia Stalk the halls
of sheriff's department

l—x

. Quite the contrary, say back-
|ers of new Sheriff David Wil-
'hama,amanwho‘theysaywants
tpbringprofe:lii‘:nalismbaﬁkato
a department that seemsto have
lost it, a man they believe is
sincere, honest and who wants

{to put the department above
himself ‘

. In between lie the differences
of a myriad of opinions.

_It’s a Grand Canyon of the
Trinity with enough differences
of opinion to render trustwor-
thinessa pit deep enoughto hold

' |many opinions.

Thefabricoftruth -- and truth

- |depends on whom you talk to -
! w stretched asunder and

There are in other words two

 |sides of the complex, emotional

and explosive issue.
Add to this mix, some truth,

 |some hidden aiendas,'ontright
0

declarations, obfuscations and

. |downright lies and they -are .

; nﬁxedlike:n&mair i
. |virtually 'monade with a
! halfsho’to?mtered*downpheg?

| fwine, U oG

and people who know those
involved, here are some find-
ings:

Williams’ detractors say:
h;He lackgsood management Skillxls;

isnota | speaker. He has

to read his speeches and is easily
thrown off and becomes highly
flustered if he I-il.}s questioned or
interrupted. initial news
conference was considered a di-
saster of non-news.

- He has used threats of re-
prisal, such as transfers to the
third shift and to the outlying

|satellite holding facilities, to

employees who were friends of
‘what is regarded as the “old
guardi)‘ 2 .
| = He seems to have given an

'inordinate amount of power to.

his former campaign manager,
Tom Wilder, a man many ge—
publicans say is best known for
trying to promote himself'to the
detriment of those who he is
supposedly advising . -

-~ Virtually all his campaign

‘funds came from one man, Ed.
Max, a wealthy Fort Worth auto
. mmreawner sI-IQ hga.

; Fear, loathing and paranoia | Based on scores of interviews . i
arestalkingthe Tarrant County | [by The Fort Worth Press, most  ported to have spent more than |
gripping rookies, veterans 'anonymi . with officials November general election and Vil
andold-timersin thewakeofthe - fothewnfoldimg it 0% the final deodline for fillig .
seemingly gestapo-like purge of bersofthedepartmentandother tributions is Jan. 15. %
New Year’s morning. county departments, politicians - His ill thought out “firings” }

of three top officials -- and their
quick reinstatement - have cre-
atedthe general questionamong
many employees of who is in
charge and what is he doing.

- Instead of the euphoria and

the hope usually found in new
administrations, there seems to
be a prevailing feeling of
“what bad can happen next
and how soon is it going to
be?’’ :
. Neither Williams nor Max
would be interviewed by The
Fort Worth Press, nor did they
return phone calls.

Wilder did speak for Williams
and addressed many of these
points, which will be detailed
later. :

Williams does have his sup-
‘porters. They say:
| == His experience as a security
director for Kenneth Copeland
Ministries and as a Haltom City
'police officer convineed the vot-
ersthat he wasthebest qualified
le' the Joba R 2 )

¢
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 said on radio, television and in the .

daily print that he wa:yﬁold t{:ey ould
’“‘f" . That portion of the law provides that
- @ sheriff of a county with a population
| S gl byl
| Coun - mi nate as
" exempt ﬁ'omthecivil'sef‘vice;gyétaniw
. many as 10 persons. 0l
il Thoztl’o cml}gl:ncludi the po?_ition.of

hief deputy, four positions of major

I‘"%;:fties, a departmental legal counsel
s ?d others whose duties are not speci-
 fied. b

~ Theimportant legal pointin thelist of
‘exemptions is subhead (d).

It provides that “At the time a new
“sheriff takes office, an employb:et!l.x:llld-
_ing an ition ma; s-
ing 2 n]:lz:elllptn;ydﬁon held
the employee immediately before
ng promoted to an exempt posi-

- Pempsell, Minter and Campbell had,
. by virtue of their positions, been ex-
" But when they were threatened with
" being fired, Lane and three other attor-
"meys on their behalf brought out the
.statute. The other attorneys were
' Michael Deegan, another attorney for
| Minter, I. E. Schilling for Pempseli and

- William H. Ray for Campbell.

" Assistant District Attorney Ann Dia-
' mond represented Williams, whoisthe
first sheriffin memory to be threatened
- with a lawsuit on his first day in office.
'~ To replace the three, Williams ap-

£ 4

£

‘DeputyévbrthaJaﬂ. Swanson hasbeen
~promoted to Colonel.-
~ Inadocument, entitled “Settlement

‘ se in Full,” which

isu d but becar

_on January 1,.1993, Williams agreed

»r%mmw Pempsell ‘:tngh c%mpbel:
ill remain as Captains e Tarran
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" “Tt’s like mmmh new day

- about ‘every 15 minutes,” said one
fdeptttywho added, “I was pmu&qgo

- serve under Lon Evans (Sheriff before

%rpenter); Carpenter wasiffy but now
“Ifitcontinuesto run thisway, it may
end up that
; mcketsdenﬁst,ﬂompamtaWﬂliams.”
|
' talked to him and helped him with the
transition, Williams apparently had
 little idea of the task facing him, its’
s pmblennandthewqythedeparunentis
financed. B
- Primarily, the Sheriff’s Department is
| responsible for running a jail.
~ Of the approximately 1,400 people
employed by the department, -about
- 1,100 work in the jail. The remainder
_are staff and administrative people,
| warrant servers and patrolmen,
s Asthecitieshavegmwninthecounty,
however, thereis less and less to patrol.
" Currently, county records show there
are 453 road miles that are patrolled by
Williams’ deputies in unincorporated
areas of Tarrant County. The number
declines each year. :

For the 1993 fiscal year, the sheriff's
department’s budget is $36,422,000 ac-
cordingto records kept by Commission-
ers Court.

Of that amount, $2,546,000 is ear-
marked for patrol and investigation, or
less than seven percent of the total.

The bulk, $29.5 million, goes for
confinement, the county’s budget fig-
ures show. r, smaller amounts go
for administration services and civil
and warrant deputies

* General fund for the county this fiscal
 year is $196 million.

Out of 1.1 million

live outside cities
L Rl e o

- only 37,000 live in unincorporated ar-

eas. That number, like the number of

ally,.

i g

T L

Sy

Carpenter looks like a
- By most accomirsbr people who have -

residents only 37,000 :

> purposes, 34,000
niles of ity mainiained sirests, oy
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By TIMSULLIVAN
. Fort Worth Siar-Telegram

AMARILLO — The defendant’s silent
but angry gestures came near the end of a
day of jury selection in a capital murder
trial. They carried a quiet fury that led three
armed bailiffs to approach the defendant
who is his own lawyer.

George Lott, who is accused of killing
two attorneys and wounding three other
people in a July shooting spree at the Tar-
rant County Courthouse, was questioning
the last of the day’s potential jurors yester-
day when prosecutor Alan Levy inter-
rupted twice in rapid succession with objec-
tions.

Slowly, Lott began to rock his head back
and forth. Then, after a short silence, he
spoke in a measured cadence and a derisive
tone.

Lott asked a potential juror — the wife of
' a Potter County lawman — whether she

would be predisposed toward law enforce-
ment officers. After Levy’s objections, Lott
reworded his question. ‘

“Let’s just for a second,” 'he asked the
woman, “just this one small second, imag-
ine that somehow or other you sat on a jury
and found me not guilty. Could you live
with the criticism within your own com-
munity?” )

After she anwered yes, Levy told the
judge he had no challenge to th& woman
remainingin the jury pool.

George Lott: Protestschoiceof
' Jawman's wife as juror

Lott, with an unspoken anger, gripped his
desk and slowly raised himselfm?;dfed,
pausing for a few seconds as he looked to-

~ward the bench.

“I don’t see how she could not be biased
of me,” Lott responded. I don’t believe if
Jesus Christ himself came down here and
m;herlmmnoecmdxemldbelme
Three armed bailiffs moved toward Lott
after he rose to his feet to challenge the,
woman’s selection. One of the bailiffs stood

1]

behind the defendant in the fourth-floor
courtroom. ; 3 ;

Judge Sharen Wilson overruled Lott’s
challenge and the woman was told to return
for the next stage of jury selection.

Yesterday, jurors were excused for a
medical problem, illness in the family and
religious beliefs. One was excused after say-
ing he would believe a judge testifying as a
witness no matter what.

“There will be judges as witnesses in this
trial against me.” Lott told Wilson before
the man was excused.

So far, six potential jurors have been told
to return as part of the group from which
the final jury will be selected.

Lott’s trial was moved to this Panhandle
city after extensive media coverage of the
July 1 incident, in which Lott is accused of
opening fire in the 2nd Court of Appeals.
Though Lott later that day confessed to the
killings at a Dallas TV station where he
surrendered, he later pleaded not guilty to
the capital murder charges.

In the TV interview, Lott said he had
done “a horrible, horrible thing” to make a
statement about the judicial system. Before
the outbreak, he had lost a bitter custody
battle over hisson.

Lott, who was not a practicing lawyer at
the time of the shootings, could be executed
if found guilty. The testiinony phase of his
trial is expected to begin in early February.
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Unite behind one badge

Eleven months ago, former acting Chief
Deputy Jim Minter made a promise to me.
Our new Sheriff David Williams also made
the same promise in his campaign. Both
men were making a commitment toward
the same goal: to bring the Tarrant County
Sheriff’s Department together in harmony
and dedication to do a job for which it was
intended. .

‘Minter promised to try to put an end to
| the discord, distrust and low morale that
was created by oppressive action in the pre-
vious admininstration. He promised that
job retaliation would cease and that he
would have a listening ear to the many
problems that have long plagued the de-
partment. The intent of his promise to me

was to bring about a smoother transition
period for the new sheriff. I sincerely be-
lieve that Minter kept that promise to me
during his interim as acting chief deputy.
Williams had promised to reform a badly

- tarnished public office through new poli-

cies, sound management and trusted lead-
ership. To fulfill his promise to the voters,

~ he needed the undivided loyalty, dedica-
. tion and mutual respect of the men and

women of the department as well as his
chosen top staff. He did not break his prom-
ise to the voters of this county. Instead, he
immediately began the task at hand: to re-
pair a broken spoke in the Tarrant County
. wheel of government.
- The strength of Williams’ leadership not
_only depended on removing the discord,
distrust, low morale and embarrassment
found in the department, but to remove the
origin. Unfortunately, the positive service
that Minter had given asacting chief deputy
was overshadowed by a negative reputation
from the previous administration.

It is hard t¢ understand a chasm so deep
that it can rate one promise from the
other. Both men represent the same badge. I
can only ask each to continue to honor their
promise to me and allow that badge to rep-
resent wisdom in leadership from one man
and loyal support from the other.

We must not allow the lingering mistrust
of the previous administration erode the
success of the future in the sheriffs de-
partment. The residents, political parties

ed officials of this county must
“aith and trust that the rebuilding
process in\ Ye sheriff’s department will be
dedication tv do a job for which it was
intended: public protection through en-
forcement of our laws. gt ‘
Marilyn Lowrie
" Fort Worth

Follow God’s rule

I voted for Sheriff David Williams and
am as sorry for that as anyone can be. There

. is no excuse for his sneaky swearing-in at

12:01 a.m. Jan. 1 and his immediate firing
of three employees. He should be im-
peached.

However, I see no reason as Christine
Bell did in her Jan. 13 letter to make in-
flamatory statements against the Rev. Pat

' Robertson and other believers in God and

Christian ethics in general.

Whether atheists and agnostics like it or
believe it or not, God created this universe
and all that is in it. He gave us the Ten
Commandmentsand more to live by, and if
we all lived by them, this world would be a
much happier place and bitter people like
Bell would know the job of following Jesus
Christ and his promise of happy eternal life.

- If Williams should follow her imperti-
nent suggestion and start enforcing Texas
anti-sodomy statutes and welcoming Op-
eration Rescue to town, he would be enforc-
ing God’s own laws, as well as Texas laws
against sodomy and murder.

Williams was wrong but bitterness and
hatred expressed by Bell and other similar
to hers only reinforces that rebellion.
against God is at the root of our corrupt and
murderous society today. You cannot have
an orderly and happy society when the rule
is “Every man for himself and do whatever
you feel like doing no matter how it hurts

| others.” God’s rule of “Do unto others as

you would have them do unto you” was a,
blessing to this country for most of its 200-
year history. We are now reaping the phio-
losophy of the devil, which has taken over
our people, laws and court system the last
35yearse~so.

1 ask that God will reach into the heart of
Bell ahd those who believe as she does, bless
her, and show her the joy and happiness

| that comes with believing in Jesus Christ
. and jn His Father’s word.

William L. Bacon
Benbrook







Chief Deputy Pat Howell, head of
thc confinement division ofthe jail.

I Howell said the Christian pod
nated under former Shenff
n Carpenter and was “inherit
in early January when he became a
jailadministratorunder new Shenff

Da“ﬂ Winiams. "
| “That’s the first I became aware
" that there was such a pod that ex- |
_j ,” Howell said. He said the seg-
remed sention was “‘dreamed up”

' nated by a Bnrinidh 4 group, sald '

Vahdergnﬁ said he has asked tlle
civil division of the T: arrant'Cmmty
District Attorney’ S»Qif' ce to mvet-
tigate whether

‘; ) nmh

*-w

- in the god were given
momﬁmptowatéh television, “pro-
mded it wa,m}nad o Christian
|  an o(,Ch“tishan vxd-
md‘ e iy,

aid t] ei‘ewq‘rc also “a lot
of pubhcanons with rehgxous con-*
tents that were available to people
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Y;.;,smdkjntq — A Dallas televi-
ton: editor..today . described how

26 Lott came to the station, ad-

| .awiMed he was the gunman in the

~oharmant County courthouse shoot-
ings and surrendered a gun and am-
.miunition. Sy :
aidtJames Willett Jr., a former Ar-
Igten police officer now an assign-
!mgnts editor at WFAA/Channel 8,
otestified that Lott told a station re-
eeptionist about his role in the
ootings,
~“Willett said he asked Lott if he

Ik Mmed and Lott replied, “As a

! matter of fact, [ am.”
| Lott then revealed a pistol tucked
- in his pants and rolled down a sock
to shot ammunition and a small
penknife, Willett said. Dk
- Willett said he and John Gud-
* johnsen, WFAA news -manager,
took the items and placed them in‘a
' large envelope for Dallas police. «
' " Yesterday, 11 witnesses took the
| .Stand and told thejr accounts of the
. shootings, . = . e
' And piece by piece, from_the
woman who said she saw Lott sit-
~ tingin a hallway before the shooting
_rampage took place to the man who
- described. watching him calmly"

A -TELEGRAM

weapon-toting Lott

55100y BYTIMSULLIVAN.

walk toward the courthouse exit
while panic raged around him, the
story of the morning of July 1 came
together.

Lott is charged with capital mur-
der in the deaths of two attorneys
that morningin the Tarrant County
Courthouse. He also is accused of
wounding three other people.

It was a morning, prosecutors
said, that the 45-year-old defendant

| from Arlington had mapped out

| months in advance, studying weap-

' ons, the layout of the courthouse
and the court’sschedule.

Lott “attacked the system of jus-
tice. He armed himself with extra

 [pistol] magazines and personally

| attacked the 2nd Court of Appeals,”
Assistant District Attorney Mike -

Parrish told the jury during the first
dayoftestimony. -

He said that Lott, upset over the
way the court had ruled in an appeal
regarding his divorce, began plan-
‘ningin the spring of 1992, .

The judges wounded in the court-
room July 1 were not the ones who
ruled on Lott’sappeal. L

Parrish said that Lott purchased a
Glock 9mm semi-automatic pistol,
made a reconnaissance trip to the
courthouse and chose July 1 for the
assault when he discovered that the

 courtwouldrecessJuly2. . |

A trained lawyer who is defending|

himself, Lott chose not tg make an|

| openingstatement yesterday.. i
‘a QI")\,eVitngesse:r, _yesterday identified

" Lott as the man sitting outside the

courtroom before the incident and

{then pointed him out as the man

| who calmly stood from his seat in
the spectator area and began firing.

Chris Ewingsaid she turned when

she heard the first shot to see Lott
standing with his arms together and
apistolin his hands, aiming.

“I saw him fire another shot and
 the flame came out [ of the gun] and
 there was the smell and I looked in

| his eyes and he was so calm,” she

said through her tears.
.. His demeanor led hér to believe
that Lott was a trained killer, she
ok, o PR
' . “Ithought he wasaprofessional. I
| thought, “This is the man’s job,”
said the attornéy, who was in the
courtroom waiting with John Ed-
wards, a Dallas lawyer who died in
the attack after being chased'onto a
staircase and shot repeatedly.
Clyde Ashworth, one of ‘three
Jjudges in the courtroom,.calmly de-
- scribed how Lott wounded him and
thencamecloser. . - Ty
", (MoreonLOTTon Page24)







| ofaddresses,
| trial shows =

AMARILLO — George Lott,

who is accused of killing two at- ‘

torneys, wounding another and in-
juring two judges in a July 1 Tarrant
County Courthouse shooting spree,
kept lists of addresses and phone
numbers of people who work in the
legal system. .

At least one of the lists was confis-
cated from Lott’s minivan, which
also contained more than 600
rounds of ammunition and a police
scanner when he was arrested, ac-
cording to police witnesses and evi-
- dertrial. ) . -

The 45-year-old Arlington man,
who is said to have placidly walked
from the courthouse as workers fled
_ in panic, drove the van later that
. day to the Dallas studios of WFAA/
Channel 8, where he took responsi-

interview, saying he did it to bring

Lott kept lists

dence yesterday in his capital mur-.

bility for the shootings in a televised

* GeorgelLott: Beingtried on capitdl
murder charges -

records and legal directories, alsp
include a few hand-drawn maps, a
least one toajudge’s neighborhood;
. The names of the two attorneys
killed and the two judges injured dig
not appear to be on the lists submit
ted yesterday. % i
- The mostly. handwritten lists do,
however, contain the names of Jof
Spurlock Sr. and Joe Spurlock 11,
both of whom served .on the 2ng
Court of Appeals. In 1991, Jud
Joe Spurlock II rejected Lott’s mo-
tion for a new trial in a child cust

attention to corruption in the legal ~ dispute.

system. Lott;once alicensed lawyer, It was in that court that the shoo
. isdefending himself. ing started. g
| . The lists, which appear to have Spurlock was not one of the judg-
. been partially culled from tax (More on LOTT on Page 24)
l | meudEdmn "

— e
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From Page 21

| esin the courtroom when the attack |

| occurred. . i

.. .Also on the list are 323rd District
., Judge Scott D. Moore, former 48tk
| Civil District Judge William L!
. Hughes Jr., and 325th District

| Judge Mary Sean O’Reilly. -
In testimony, a Fort Worth homi-

' cide detective said Lott also haJ
| 231st District Judge ‘Maryellen
| Hicks on a list. Hicks has since been
‘appointed to the 2nd Court of Ap-
; peals. }
. No testimony was offered on thé
purpose of the lists, but shortly after

‘the July 1, 1992, shootings, sources

told the Fort Worth Star-Telegrany

that Lott had apparently targeted a
-number of other people for attack. |

Much of the testimony focused ori
'the physical evidence of the case)
such as tracing the chain of posses-
sion of the Glock 9mm semiauto-
matic pistol that Lott siirréndered af'
'the TV station.

Yesterday’s first witness, who was
‘working as a bailiff in the court-
house on the day of the shooting;
described finding John Edwards, a
Dallas lawyer, fatally wounded ona
staircase while fleeing the 2nd Court;
of Appeals. §

“He said, ‘Help me; please help
me. I've been shot,”” said Louis
 England, who added that Edwards
| then “just died.” "

Two witnesses from WFAA de;
scribed Lott as very calm when he
walked into their office saying he
was the person wanted in the killing
ofthe judges in Fort Worth.

| Jim Willet, a WFAA assignments
| manager, said that when asked if hé
- was armed, Lott said, “As a mattef
of fact 1am™ and pulled up his shirt?
turning to show a pistol shoved into
his pants at the small of hisback. ©

For nearly the entire day, Lott re‘;;j
'mained silent, making few if any
‘objections and noteven questioning
many of the witnesses.
Twice, though, he asked wit=
'nesses whether they knew he had
given a TV interview “critical of the
legal system.” Lott pursued the
\question no further when he got a
‘positive reply. ' )
/. The trial was moved to this Pan:
' handle city because of extensive
| publicity about the shooting.
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Wﬁcmtﬁcwﬂfmd
ntyasthehner :

“‘hbnmuer lookm what hap-

' “This Loit fellow, maybchcw;-
aubcowgbommybehtwn

the law library. That's no crime, The

shooting happened. This Lott fellow

wwmmw

mem”

“’Mﬁ‘m‘w&; K .

oﬂ'bunhatsthemdoftheinvesh-
gation.”

. Lott earlier tlns mlmnz cllled
only three witnesses for brief, cur-

~hehu\l

whmledtbewmbg;othreetoday
andtoologly 30 minutes be-
wmmmmmjm
case.
Prosecutors rested their case yes-
3:)ﬁ:rtlu‘ee(Iaysgl'tn‘;uttnmmy ta
witnesses, ¥
mvonoﬂbehly lhg,m ‘

Lott. yutqrday told Wilson he
needed an evening to prepare his
dcfensebefonhebepngwnomn;
the five people on his witness lm
this morning.

Included on that list was Judge
Maryellen Hicks, who was recently
appointed to the 2nd Court of Ap-
peals. Hicks, however, was not

morning.
Lou speclﬁcally mentioned

mn.bommherbnnwmauf- ~ Say

urnoogmdtbm mﬂn
thinking. Times goes.

gnmﬁﬁﬁf&mg.




b1"‘!1«‘. “Gdsl Pod” at the Tarrant
ty jpl»l;a& raised some eye-
s. No wonder. Who expects to
e sounds of Aqumg Grace
_______ emerging from in-
lldea jail?

. Not often do you

| see a.piano and an
orgaﬁ‘ behind bars.
b | Soas an inquisi-
o = tive reporter I tried
“to get into the unit this week. It’s off-
“limits to the news media.
' But inmates in what is officially
‘called the Chaplain’s Education
‘Pod are continuing to watch reli-
-:;gxous TV, study the Bible and even
*get certificates when they finish
< their course work.
i5 Volunteer jail chaplain Jim Nor-
* -wood of Arlington invited me to go
3 mto the special area with him on
. oneof his regular rounds. He did the

- necessary paperwork. -
'3‘-'_ But a friendly and polite _|a1|

'Y,
7
‘}

.- spokeswoman called and. told me

' that news reporters will be kept out

y . of the pod until after the Tarrant
“County District Attorney’s Office

‘completes its mvestxgatlon bf the
© funit.
1 What prompted the mvestlganon
t'were complaints from former in-
. mates that non-Christian inmates
b were discriminated agamst and that
chutch-state separatnon principles
"werevxolated.
The American Civil Liberties
‘ Umon and the American Jewish
Constesscomphhaedabouttheumt
;onthose samegrounds. -
b ‘Norwood — who said religion
: ,reseued him from alcohol and drug
hddlmon — was one of the volun-
;‘iﬁ }::r ‘chaplains taking applications
3, pod He said there was no
iscrimination.. .
“It dxdnt make any difference

H“ h em’ said | "v‘oe Q w:}otﬁfld he
+has mvemout 0 holy
‘- book, the Kb&n to “Muslim in-
,-Jnates

A Mushin and a Jewnsh leader ex-

prcued luppcrt for the rehmus ‘

:ﬁpodthuwaek. LAY &

7 “Muslims aren’t complaining,”

'said Imam Moujahed Bakhash of

| Fort Worth. “I believe the inmates

~have a right to worshlp and practice
- what they believein.’

Bakhash, leader of the Islamic As-
‘sociation of Tarrant County
. Mosque in west Fort Worth, said he
| thinks inmates are helped by having
" religious instruction.
" Rabbi Keith Stern, leader of Beth
- Shalom, a Reform Jewish syna-
' gogue in Arlington, says he sees no
vharm in it, either, if Jewish inmates

‘are allowed the same treatment.

~ “I'wasn’t overly concerned about
it,” said Stern. “Luckily, the issue of
. Jews behind bars is not a raging con-

! troversy. Jews are hardly perfect,

" but the percentage of [Jewish] in-

| mates who are mcarcerated is pretty
| small.” -

Spmtual healmg isa blg need of
inmates, said Stern, who com-

mended those in pnson mmnstnes

“ofall faiths.- - .,
. A'man charged with armed rob-
' _bery and formerly in the. pod, R.L. |
“Jackson, wrote Star-T elegram re-
' porters Jack Douglas and Frank
Perkins about-the special unit. He"
said the jail ministry transformcd
him.

“I hope people understand Jall is
the devil’sdomain and we need God
in jail to change men,” Jackson
wrote. “Every jail in the country

number ofthe religious pod].”
Stem said inmates are vulnerable -
and may be more open to religious |
instruction. :
~ “I'msure there are a lot of [tem-
‘ poraryi ‘jailhouse cOnVemons, but
’m. prone to believe that most in-
- mates are'making a real and honest
| attempt to analyze where theu' souls
‘are,” the rabbi
t ﬁakhaah saye e phen mmxsters
1o Muslim inmates and that Tarrant
County jail offi cials are-very coop-
Leranve. The Muslim leader said
smdleé‘havc shown many who em-
’ braee Islam in prison are changed
“and are less likely to return to pne-
. g

|

l

i

¥

 changed too — if they really prac-
uce their faith in God,” Bakhash

whether you are Christian or Jewor |
'Muslim.”

| longtime civic leader and pastor of
Baker Chapel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Fort Worth,

needs a place like 58-C [the jail unit hasasimilar view.

“I think those who commit them- %
selves to  Christianity will -be

d. “Religious faith will work | !

The Rev. 'B L. McCormick, a

He favors a jail ministry open to
all religions and decnes rulings out- |
lawing public prayer in schools and |
at publicevents. i
“This country has been going to |
pot ever since we allowed [atheist |
leader] Madalyn Murray O’Hair to |
take prayer out of the schools,” Mc- |
Cormick said. i
“We need to get back to the point |
t‘: this country W where w
© W , i
board,” hesaid. =
- “God uaﬁﬂm rewdleu of. |
‘what name you call him.”
JimJones’ mwm




I  deciding
I | sentence

BY TIMSULLIVAN

‘ Fort Worth Star-Telegram

| AMARILLO — George Lott was
r found guilty yesterday of killing two
| men in a Tarrant County courtroom

g July 1.

‘f While the families and friends of
1 . the two dead men looked on from
g ",Mormrdrowsbﬂhecoumoomu
ﬁ spectator area, the jury returned a | l
i capital murder verdict after less

; than an hour of deliberation.
!
!

a Sunﬂm;ovcthgtdak. his finger-
tips the 45- y&r,
‘ fom«momey romArlumon
; showodnomctmuﬂ)evumct
mmd. :

Hc wu ‘, wcted oflullm As-

résting on the

g N

i

dn."ﬁ ”»&"J

%W‘
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:[‘ \‘ %
“h
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Jurystill

mnctmothfemm
Earlier yesterday in his closing ar-
, Lott painted a far different
. picture of the events of July 1 than
.theloenanoofphnned killings of
;mtmmthatpmm
- wove during three days of witness
| testimony.
b Lon,thefounderofamllpro-
test group concerned with men’s |
n;humthecoumoom told jurors |
‘that he had given himself up at a
+ Dallas TV station a few hours after

theshooun;wmﬁeepnbﬁcnyfor

lnmimervnwnWFAA/Chan-
nel 8 that day, Lott said he had
openedﬁreﬁomthespeclm:eo-
_ tion of the courtroom to focus atten-
uononcornmminthelenlsy!-
tem. But yesterday, speaking in the
thndpmon,bealmlyspunadxfo
ferent scenario.

.

After a brief recess, the jury was
calledbecktothecounroomsotbe

Anmlghmemphscof;hctmlcould
;wl.:n,wnopludednmmnym !

ended himself, now faces death | WFAA in Dallas. He

Still speaking in the third pérson,
hcmdtlml-onniz}thn, pard
tnogunman had beencaught.
“He gets this idea and goes to
g in and said he did it. He makes a
statement and goes on the air. He
mwmakehummmmm

system. »
“The police haul him off, but
M’uheendoﬁhemm
he said. ¥
Sundm.uapodmmmm
Jury, Lott showed none of
asnlndviﬁiolthlt ‘
~marked his court d Ny {
imeui-l. ‘ -
He questioned the ability of nany
- of the p 4 ,‘g
- place him as the gunman,
that many of them were too :
surprised or tired 10 see the ',;ff:
Heabmmplwdth.ﬂhe‘l‘\fhm-
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mmand,chmngndmtds

bﬁom the room, shot him six times. -

’ He did not know either man. |

Lott is also accused of wounding | v
‘ hﬁoofnhethreejuMumngqnthcw i
court’s bench that morningand an- - L

 otherassistant districtattorney.
- Lott, a one-time attorney who de-

- fended himself, called no witnesses

 during the punishment phase of the .

" trial and cross-examined only a few

of the witnesses for the prosecution. -

His closing statement yesterday

| . lasted only seconds.

~ “You are called upon to make a |

ror-death “Bmon,’*he told the

i¥ men and six women on the jury.

H¢ did not ask for leniency, but he

told them to make their decision

i thatyoucanbeateasethh
elfand God.” :

uror Samuel Burton said jurors’

believed that Lott’s defense “was -
rather weak. He just tcally didn’t -

putupmuchofadefense.” -
Burton said their minds were

made up on his punishment based

on “the nature of the crime ’itself t

me ruthlessness with which he epm-
mitted these acts, shootmg amanin
ﬁe back, shooung aman snx txme“&

ce, buying a ‘semiautomatic pis-
, extra clips, a police radio and
l dreds of rounds of ammunition.

re that he

nt yorm:e&ly c:l‘:&r whatb?ig
arshall “w shot in ~h!l fa
four feet away. Mr. Lott could

¢ thought about it then, before ;

shothlmanotherumemthe

" said quy, his voice nsmg
toa shout.

whpnepmmisesmi’t‘nfnlm

&'mnty euurthouse, He shot Mar- e

| once rejected Lott’s motion

! Judge ClydesAshwonp who is

- from his home in Arlington, “It is
| hard to say a person should give up
| hislife, but we do have a death sen-
_ tence, and I believe in this cm it

e didn't :
: mmd mal mthnons‘ ﬁoﬂhemml
, abuseofhlsyoungm

Lott’s ex-wife moved to Imnoas
ith their m aﬁer theh 1990 (hp

,thc ™V &tndnm" of NFAA
Channel 8. There, w’mamblw in-
terview, he said he wanted to focus
attention on wrmptmn in the judi-
cial system, saying he had been
cheatodmthe cu;todyﬁsht ovcrbxs

The nd Coun ofe ppea

retrial on:hnsdwerce-mstod case.
Two appeals court, ihudm wound-
ed in the shooting — they had noth-
mgtodawtthhn‘tlegllptoblcms—_
said yesterday that they thought the
death sentence wasfair.
' “While I do su'pport the death
| pcnaltyad fee'l any time a death is
" involved it is a human tragedy,”
' Judge John Hill said. “It's a sad
thing, but in this case the verdnct
' wasafalrone,“nwasreqmred

d ﬁmp for
e ?Mmm@m

wasappropmte

Ashworth Wumc
ago in my heart | rmer Lott
for the injuries he cluseéme to sus- |

T g b

2 wouldsulwethewmnshchasm

mm&m
Y ons durin

w pt, Levy told the jurors -
what Lott did *‘is about lives

tain, I have prayed that Mr. Lott

\ and q_w ffering he has caused tbe
&milles ofthose who werekill

The ‘defense Lott presented dur-
' ing the five days of testunony was

M'trml ‘E
' chose not. wwt ’inapy of tﬁq
_prosecution’s

~ Prosecutors m@} the.y w”é!e
 pleased with theverdict. - :
“We re not surpm‘ty lt, Levy\ ‘
“Mr. Lott’s defense was about |
5 V: Mﬁ{mwlﬂyl ‘H&*

called 0

Ry




The courthouse
notusethe Amarillo -
‘proceedings asa forum
técriticize the judicial -

System. o
BY TIMSULLIVAN
" Fort Wonh Star-Telegram
AMARILLO — It was to have
been, many thought, George Lott’s
chance to take the stage, 10 use the
courtroom as the platform from
which he could decry corruption
and injusticein the legal system. -
As one Fort Worth attorney put it,
Lott’s choice to defend himself in
his capital murder trial was little
more than an attempt to engage in
“guerrilla theater.”
But the conventional wisdom

’ ~ Analysis I

turned out to be wrong, and the 45-
year-old former attorney from
Arlington, who was sentenced 1o
death Saturday for killing two
lawyers in a shooting rampage July
I at the Tarrant County
Courthouse, took little advantage of
the trial to convey his views on the
judicial system he believes cheated
him, only raising the subject

occasionally during witness
questioning. = -
His defense seemed half-hearted

trial that he didn’t ‘think Lott had
defended himself véry much at all.
Alan

said thatwith Lott, “it
y hard to tell what o

miversity of
called only

 subd

-One juror told reporters after the defe

Leévy, one of the i

1

, G»‘Wt-ou’?mm '“; B mr?
, 58 1

R 1
) L . A '
W M‘“ »
] o
i g P
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witnesses during the course of the

ial, and those he questioned for
O?Liyafmnﬁnmes:‘ﬂemdealmon‘ .
no objections to prosecutors’
questions. and let many witnesses
for the prosecution leave the stand
wilham&peakiﬂ;to{h@i! all e

‘He did manage the basics of
courtroom procedure, though. -

|~ After watching Lott interview
potential jurors, I believed he'd get

 through the trial acting as a lawyer,”

| said - presiding Judge Sharen
Wilson, “because he’s proud 1o be a
lawyer. . . . This was an opportunity
for him 1o try to show he can be a
good lawyer.”

Occasionally, Lott did seem to
grab on 10 an issue that might help
him, such as the fact that some
witnesses’ descriptions of the
gunman were vague or inaccurate
untilthey saw himina TV interview
the night of the shooting.

. Lott had slipped from the
courthouse, where, in the 2nd Court
of Appeals, he had stood from a

spmator'uuundbennsbooﬁn;. "

cven':dug;ymkiﬂmg' Iwo men and

wou more. 4 :
Later that day, he surrendered at  €Xplanation for what

a Dallas TV studio. In an interview ~ commit such a crime

before being arrested, Lott said the  Place. e

shootti;:manmabjztwtodmug 6 stid he ‘wes

atiention toadishonest legal system : ‘

that he said had him ipa  COrruptsystem, and

. Sr
. A

*
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|

ythmg more ‘than move :
head"’snfﬂy from side to side, gr:
~ histable and stand up to make a few.
comments in a derisive mne, e
. bailiffs moved toward him.
It went no further that day
dld Lott approach that anger a
in the five days of testimony nd
deliberations that ended with Lott’s
- receiving the death penalty. -
 Don Anthony, a friend of Lot
came to Amarillo near the end oft
- trial to beg to stand upasach f
. witness for him. :

Anthony said l.ott S dlvome nd
custedy procecdmgs, w ch
~ continued for years, “ate on im
like a cancer, and u got worse 2 d
‘worse.”

 He remembers a kind and g

‘ ‘man who, accused of sextally.
abusing his son, descended m@ a
breakdown.

Lott was nearing a trial date in
Illinois, accused of sexually
assaulting his young son, when he

- opened fire in the courtroom. His
ex-wife and son had mov ‘to
' Illinois ~ after the Lotts
- divorced in 1990 Lott has de 1ed
the accusations.

Anthony, who said he and ;.o
que been friends for more than 20
ym s, had dinner with Lott a few
days before the courthtitse

A reas

shgotings %
- “I said, ‘When are we going
“ﬁshmg agam"’ and he couldn’t even
speak a logical sentence,” said
Anthony, who said he still does not
‘know for sure whether Lott waﬂhc
‘gunman.

- Lott never called him t%;the

mnd o

&ETTERS TO
THE EDrro,g

Grant inmatesihelr riglits

The recent controversy m‘;ﬁe Tgn;ant
County Jail is a positive example o hold—
ing First Amendment nghls. Forac
church and state worked
bqnerment ofthe w

. Chaplains, fu W“'M not
e wﬁf?iﬁw s o

?
! chu:chand staie. ;; |
 The words, “separation of ¢
“state,” are n OWM"fMd"m the“First
! Amendmént. But they are routinely stated
in lieu of the First Amendment so the pub-
lic is conditioned into bellevmg that there
~ should be no interaction whatsoever be-
tween church and state.

On the contrary, 200 years of Amencan

* history show that the framers of the Consti-
tution and the American people enjoyed
much interaction between church and.
state.

For 200 years chxldten in public schools
prayed and read the Bible, while the Con-
gress and Supreme Court invoked God’s
‘name for divine guidance. Our coins record
“In God We Trust.” And our new president
swore on a Bible to uphold the Constitution
asall preceding presidents have done.

- To the best of my knowledge, neither
Congress nor the county has established a
law stating that jail inmates must be indoc-
trinated in the Christian faith. On the con-

| trary, the county is upholding the First

' Amendment rights of the inmates by per-
mlttmg them the free exercise of their reli-

gion. Thus the county has maintained the
dehcate balance that the framers of the
" Constitution fought and died for. -

- Should Jewish, Buddist or Hindu in-
‘mates desire to be grouped together to exer-
case their faiths, they too should be granted
space and supphed the appropriate chap-
lam by the respective religious community.

. Church and state should not viewed as
two adversaries but as complementmg in-

' stitutions. Both church and state have as
. primary missions the pmervauon of law
-and orderin theland. w \

- As far as I know, jail cells in and ofthem
selves do little to rehabilitate values or
make inmates responsible cxtizenwf soci-

} Conversely, mnumcrable inmates testnfy.
( that the free exercise of their religion gives
“them hope, a purpose forliving and a desire

/to becomeres ponslblecmzens
Let us not sleny this part of our bopula-
[tion a chance for hope and ¢ . Let us

continue 1o grant the inmates their consti-
tutional n;h‘ls and a better chance at be-
oommgmoral respens:blecmzens : W
Joe‘llqm ]
Pastor, ﬂeEvutelialMCﬁmb«
&l - - ofArlington »
A i o . Miw )

.
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Sherlff’ 5 Departmem
seizes maruuana glm |

The Tarrant County. .-
agency also nets more
than $3,000 in a raid
-that the shenﬂ says
marks a new emphasis
for the department.

Fon Worth Star- Telegram

FORT WORTH — The Tarrant
County Sheriff"s Department seized
nearly 40 pounds of marijuana, a
9mm handgun and more than
$3,000 yesterday in a raid that
Sheriff David Williams called the
beginning of a stronger emphasis on
mmfuhthhudmnmnt

Known mainly for its running of
the county jail and serving warrants,
the Sheriff's . Department will
attempt 1o enhance its law-
enforcement activities, Williams
said.

The ‘sheriff, in uniform, was
present during yesterday’s raid in
the 3100 block of High Lawn

' r-.r-n - - o ‘l“',e;r in far southwest Fort

SherifT's Deputies Rob M. Durko, left, and Jack Sartin work. -iur itk i
marijuana confiscated at a home in Fort Worth. dm:mdmoney a2l ye:r-cl).i:

X RN o

ma a20-ycu\-oid
ln&a&dm the .11:45 di’ﬁtt
whnchbeunthhﬂxehdpof

Fort Worth police special W
andtacucs

‘couple. A nmﬁmw“

inside the house was turned o?’etto
afamily member, Williamssaid. -
Two newly" acquired’.
sniffing dogs named Kilo and M
assisted in rounding up about 38
pounds of marijuana and a ‘white,
powdery substance believed to bc

cocaine, thesheriffsaid. . -

g wmums,whotookofﬁoe!m I,
as a criminal inv

division of 10 officers, Onlm

them are active in the hc

said, with the others

various task forces. 5

That is not sufficient to
the caseload, Williams s
o li n:?ngg?po
people live in
of Tarrant Countyand“w‘re their
primary police force.” .

He said he will ask the’ ‘I’lrunt
County Commissioners Court for
morepeopktoﬁdncnme. don’t .
thmkltwonldbe ﬁm
least 20
dnmon.wmxmmd.

b ¢ e
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to Waco standoﬂ

BY FRANK PERKINS

FonWoﬂhSuhTelqypm y
 FORT WORTH — At least two
~ Tarrant County deputy constables

| and three reserve deputies are at the.

~ scene of the Branch Davidian siege

~in Waco, although there hasbeenno -

' formal requést for them from
 McLennan -County officials, ac-
. cordi to County Judge Tom Van-
- dergriff and Sherlff David Wil-
liams.
wduam has oﬂ'ered McLennan
Coun;y Sheriff Jack Harwell up to
. 75 Tarrant County deputies for re-
| lief duty on the perimeter 0! the
; siege, -according to Lt.

- Maddock, - a “department ‘Spokes-
. woman. Safar,ilaetarrantdephues
have not been needed, she said. -
But the two-deputy Cconstables
and three m:pmd reserve dengty
 constables : have been' relieving
McLennan County agents since

Tuesday. The Tarrant County offic- -

ers are using marked county cruis-
ers.

. Two reserve constables, Pct. 4 re-
servist Evan Scully and Pct. 7 re-
servist John Watson, were re-
quested by name by the Bureau of
‘Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms be-
cause they are certified tactical

- paramedics and had gone through
the ATF tactical medical course.

The ATF raid turned bloody Sun-
day when its agents tried to arrest
cult leader David Koresh, who
changed his name from Vernon
Howell, at his 77-acre compound
eastofWaco i

wante“d%cuﬂr there for hik

medn lhlls, gbt his law-enforce-

ment ramma. id Pct. 4 ngr-
stable Jack Allen.

The ATF wanted Watson the\

same reason, according to ct T

S

il e

_Constable Mlke Honeycutt. 5
' “He'is a Mansfield fireman and

- the ATF alerted him Monday night

for possible duty,” Honeycutt said.

~ “He went on down there with my
* deputy, Delton ‘Thrasher, Tues-
| day® Honeycutt alsodispatched his

brother reservist Gary Honeycutt.

MlkeHoneycutt said he had got-
ten “an informal request” for help
through™ Thrasher, who had con-
tacted McLennan County officers
Monday to see whmmumy necded
any help. ;

“They said thcy would like sqme
relief so some of the oﬁ'ioerst the,
- perimeter could go hmne\and- geta“
~ hot meal,showe raﬂd "their
wet - unifo o ‘Mi ycutt
saxgl “I cons eroq that«

uestand ethego-aih
ike Hon cutt passed tl‘lewmdf\
for:volunte aé.‘v 10 Pet. 3. Con!tﬂbl?
Zane Hdger l-ﬁlger sent his cln

' deputy, J.R. Johnson.

Mike Honeycutt said some coun-
ty officials were “upset with me” for
sending the reserve- deputiés. to
Waco. But he stands by his deé.‘ision

“I didn’t even think about telting-
_anyone what I was doing because 1 -
_considered it an emergency request.

I take full responsibility for thedeci-
‘sion and I probably would db the
same again,” he said. -

Mike Honeycutt - said his re-
servists are buying their own gaso-
line and meals. In addition, Thrash-
er is using vacation time for the re-

: . liefduty.

“There is absolutely no cost to the
county for this operation, -Mxke
' Honeycutt said. 4

But Hilger said he cons:ders his

chief deputy to be on duty and is

~drawing his usual pay for the time
hespends inWaco.

 — — 2







BY JOHN COUNCIL
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
HALTOM CITY — Gunfire shattered the calm of a
middle-class residential neighborhood yesterday, kill-
ing a Haltom City police officer ashe arrived to investi-

gate the shootings and seriously wounding three other

people.

The assailant, believed to be the teen-age son of a

Hurst police officer, was inside his home for more than
six hours before North Richland Hills tactical officers
entered the home about 11 p.m. There, they discovered

the boy’s body in a bedroom. He had apparently died of

a gunshot wound, said Haltom City Police Commander
R.W.McQueary.,

“Wedon’t know if he took his own life or was hitby a
barrage of gunfire laid down by police officers,” Mc-
Queary said. “As far as what happened here tomght
only he and the good Lord know.”’

Police said the teen-ager was in the home by himself

from the time the shooting began until they found him.

They stormed the home in the 6300 block of Solona
Circle North after trying to contact him by phone
throughout the night.

McQueary said that the Hurst officer who lived in the
house had a number of guns inside his residence. The
officer was not involved in the shooting but did arrive
later and tried to help negotiators, authorities said.

(More on SHOOTINGS on Page 11)

.Fort Worth Star-Telegram / TiM WIN

Shane Smith, right, llld two unidentified onlookers react to th
shooﬂngsonSolonaCircle.Smith liveson thesamestreet. ;
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street, The ordeal began

p.m. when several shots were fired

Thompson, 32, called 911 after
hearing the initial gunfire. He saw
Hire’s patrol car speed around the
corner toward the sound of gunfire.
" The patrol car skidded to a halt
and then quickly sped in reverse be-
. fore slamming into a parked ve-
. hicle, Thompson said.
. Thompson, who said he has a po-
| lice radio monitor in his home,
" heard the officer tell dispatchers
that he had been hit. Gunfire con-
tinued sporadically on the horse-
. shoe-shaped street for more than an
hour before Hires, 48, could be
pulled from his car. He was flown to
Harris Methodist Fort Worth,
where he was pronounced dead.

An official said Hires died of
three gunshot wounds to the head.

Hires was shot about 4:30 p.m..

Three other men in the neighbor-
hood were also shot.
' Two of the victims were brothers:
Chris Greenwood, 22, and Bobby
Greenwood, 26. Chris Greenwood
was in surgery in serious condition
at John Peter Smith Hospital, fam-
ily members said. His brother was in
serious condition at Harris Method-
ist Fort Worth with a gunshot
wound in the side.

Kham Douangsavanh, who lives
in the neighborhood, was in serious
condition at JPS, a hospital spokes-
woman said. He apparently was
shot as he stood in a doorway after
stepping outside when he heard the
shots.

A family member said that Chris
Greenwood was apparently shot,
along with the family’s Dalmatian,
during the early moments of the
shooting. They believe that Chris
Greenwood was shot as he tried to
catch the dog, named Domino.

Bobby Greenwood was shot as he
tried to help his injured brother,
family members said.

Why the shooting started was un-
known last night.

tried to contact the assailant by tele-

about 4:30

For more than six hours, police-

Ambulance
after a shooting in Haltom City.

Fort Worth StarTelegram / LINDA MEYER

sponded to messages lefi on the an-
swering machine.

Thompson said that Hires “was
pinned down in his car by the shots
coming from the house.”

The shooting kept up for more
than an hour, neighbors said, while:
police tried to rescue the four shoot-
ing victims. :

Eventually, Hires was pulled
from his ear by two fellow Haltom
City officers under a hail of gunfire
intended to protect them:

Tarrant Cotnty Shenff David
Williams, a former Haltom City de-
tective, arrived at the scene later last
night. He said he was there because
he knew many of the officers in-
volved, s A

He said he had known Hires for

 several years and had worked with

phone. No one answered Of fe- i i Haltom City.

“He was a really compassionate
man, with a wife and family,” Wil-
liams said. “He was a really decent
man and a good officer.

“He was always a good backup
officer, 100.” ~

Many of the neighbors. were
caught unaware as they went about
their chores and activities before
the shooting. The Greenwoods’
mother, Patsy Greenwood, said she
was just returning from the grocery-

- store with food for a family barbe-

cue,
“Just before I tumed the corner,

{. our neighbor started screaming,
| #We've got a shooter, we've got a

shooter,' " Greenwood said. “So |

_ just backed up in my car, [ was

irapped thergall thattime.” = -

“ Jarrod Greenwood, 21, said he
was inhis back yard when he saw his -
brother Chris get shot. Chris Green-
wood was pulling out of the drive-
way when he stopped his truck in
the street and got out.

“I saw him double over,” Jarrod
Greenwood said. “He said he had
_bccn shot, that someone was shoot-
ing"”

Jarrod Greenwood said he went
in the house and told his brother,
‘Bobby, that Chris Greenwood had
been shot. “Bobby went out and he
gotshot,” Jarrod Greenwood said. -

Bobby Greenwood made it back
1o the house, Jarrod Greenwood
said. Then, Jarrod Greenwood

- watched his wounded brother,

Chris, climb a 6-foot privacy fence
togetout of the line of fire.
Staff writers M.C. Moewe and Do-

Fort Worth Star-Telegram / JIM WINN

load an injured police officer into a helicopter _

mingo Ramirez Jr, contributed to this
report. 4







FBI promises falmess,

urges Koresh to give up

BY KATHY SANDERS
AND JOHN GONZALEZ
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
WACO — Federal officials ap-
pealed publicly and directly yés-
terday for the surrender of
Branch Davidian leader David

have information that a number of
people would like to go out, but they
still look at Mr. Koreshas their lead-
er, and if he gave the word that they
were free to leave, we believe that
they would do so.

“We are trying to appeal 1o Mr.

Koresh, promising to treat all ~Koresh to let those people go who

cult members fairly if they leave
the compound where they have
been holed up for a week.

FBI agent Bob Ricks said, “If
he is listening, we want to give
him and his followers our assur-
ance that he and everyone inside
would be treated fairly and hu-
manely if they come out.” The
FBI has said that Koresh often
monitors broadcasts of news
briefings.

Loud music began coming
from the ¢ und area after 10
last night could be heard 2%
miles away. It eould not be deter-
mined who was playing the
music, but such tactics have been
used in other standoffs to try to
force people to surrender.

Koresh and his followers re-
main in the rural compound,
where a week ago they held off
more than 100 agents of the Alco-
hol, Tobacco and Firearms Bu-
reau. The federal agents had in-
tended to arrest Koresh and
search the compound for illegal
weapons. Fouragents and at least
two cult members were killed in
thatshootout, and 16 agents were

” T
_Ricks said that authorities
doubt Koresh’s claim that the

107 people still in the compound

canlelveanytimeuleywuh.
“Wo:‘vnt this time.
hostage situation as
welavcnoq-ﬁﬁcmmm
that they are being held against
their will,” Ricks said. *“The
_point we're making is that we

this as a

wanttogo,” Rickssaid.

Officials said that Koresh, who
sees himself as a prophet, has been
questioning negotiators about the
criminal justice system, its fairness
and the treatment of people who
might leave the compound.

Negotiators have -told Koresh
what charges ar¢-faciog him and
stated that other adulfs in the com-
pound will also be charged with felo-
nies. They also have assured Koresh
that “there will be no retaliation
taken by anyone in the federal gov-
ernment as a result of what tran-
spired during this tragic incident,”
Ricks said.

He said that officials do not know
whether Koresh is telling his follow-
ers everything about his discussions
with federal negotiators. “We do
know, however, that he is the leader
of the people in that compound, and
we believe he will give information
to the people that he deems neces-
sary,” Ricks said.

He said that negotiators continue
to try to talk Koresh into letting
other followers leave. No one has
been released since Friday morning,
when a 9-year-old girl left the com-
pound. During the week, 21 chil-
dren — none of whom are Koresh's
— and two elderly women were re-
leased.

By Koresh's count, 17 children,
47 women and 43 men remain in-
side the compound.

Officials said that Steve Schnei-
der, a cult member who is a lawyer,
asked negotiators late Friday for
permission to remove a body from
the compound.- No agreement on

that matter had been reached yes-
terday morning.

Federal officials believe that as
many as 10 cult members may be
dead in the compound, but Ricks
said that Koresh vnllnoldmmnhc '
issue of other bodies.

“We have somewhat of a comcm,

when he talks with regard to one
body bemg in the compound, be-
cause our opinion is we would like
to get everyone out of the com-
pound,” Ricks said. “We have no
idea why one body is being brought
out, but he refuses to discuss the
possibility that others are there.”

Onebody.bdtevedlobelhnofa

cult member killed in a Sunday af-
ternoon gunbattle with agents, was
recovered Thursday. Sources said
that another cult member was fa-
tally shot from the compound's

watchtower Sunday morning and

remains in a tree where he fell.

Koresh said early in the standoff

that his 2-year-old daughter was
killed. Officials have not been able
to confirm that or 1o learn what is
being done with the bodies inside
the compound.

Koresh's health is also a continu-

ing theme in the negotiations, Ricks

“We have no indication of a dete-

riorating situation with regard to his
health. He does have moments
where he expresses pain, but he ap-

" pears to be able 1o readily overcome

Wiwmdhewbedouhm
"&‘iﬁlﬂy Koresh asked for and
received medical supplies to treat a
mmmdﬁuhcudmm

//«

v//




| ing color, indicating the possibility
ofinfection.

Ricks said that agents used an ar-

| mored Bradley fighting vehicle to
\deliver the medical supplies to a
1 spot near the compound.
. “In this case, those supplies
' would be dropped out from a secure
'location behind the. Bradley, then
|we would remove our personnel
from the location,” he said. »
. Thesite of the ongoing siege, and
‘the resulting crowd of media, at-
(tracted sightseers yesterday. They
| gathered on an overlook a few miles
from the compound, 10 miles east
‘Jof Waco..

Nearly 20 cars lined the highway
atthe overlook as people walked to a
grassy hill to try to see the com-
pound. Some carried video cameras
and children.

- ATF officials have drawn heavy
criticism for their handling of Sun-
day’s raid. They maintain that an
unknown person informed Koresh
that agents were preparing to raid
the compound and that the agents
unknowingly walked into an am-
bush. They said yesterday that
agents trained for the raid at Fort

Hood in buildings similar to those !

atthe Branch Davidian compound.

{ By S1G CHRISTENSON

i " Special to the Star-Telegram

' WACO — A heavily armed reli-
| gious cult locked in a three-day
| stand-off with federal agents after a
| fatal gunbattle Sunday spent years
| building-underground tunnels and
| rooms at its residential complex, a
|"McLennan County law officersaid.

| The Branch Davidians, living ata
» compound about 10 miles east of
- Waco, even buried a bus as part of
 the underground complex, said Sgt.
' Ronnie Turnbough, head of the
 McLennan County Sheriff’s De-
» partment criminal intelligence divi-
! sion. . A :
Since 1987, Turnbough said, the
| Davidians have been incorporating
 cement passageways - and . under-

ground rooms into the compound.
" They also have buried at least.one

bus for use as an underground room.

“We saw them building rooms
|and passageways, a@i burying at
least one vehicle,” said Turnbough,

Sect’scompound has

underground rooms,

 tunnels, officer says

who said he did not know the pre-
cise layout of tl}c undergrgund sys-
tem.

He said officials saw the construc-
| tibn via aerial reconnaissance after
observers outside the compound re-

 with connecting concrete tunnels.”

The underground construction
. work coincided with a clash in 1987
between current cult leader Vernon
Howell who has changed his name
to David Koresh, and George

Odessakilling.

1
1
L]
S
1
'

']

ported seeing construction equip-
ment go in and out of compound.
“We saw one [bus] to my knowl-,
edge, and then there were other con-
#rete passageways being poured into
large concrete rooms underground |

‘Roden, son of the man who started

the cult. Aftera gunbattle involving
the rivals, Howell gained control of
the 77-acre site. Roden is in a state
mentaj hospital after being found -
not guilty by reason of insanity in an

“It looked very much like they
. were building a defensive com-
' pound in anticipation of something
like ;shis happening,” Tt'rnbough

said.

|
i

{
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larly. pncked on hxm pushed
heedge

e was real moe and real sweet
He acted like a church boy and hard-
ly did anythmg wrong. It was al-
. ways, ‘Yes m’am, no m’ ‘am,’” said
. Juan’s fupnd, Ii-yem‘-old Heidi
. Walker. “Knowing him, he must
~ havefinallygotten realmad.”

His close buddy Randall Thomp-
son, 14, said he believes that Juan
must have just “gone berserk.”

“Whatever flipped in his”mind
just flipped,” said Randall, as he
and Heidi stared across Solona Cir-
cle at the modest tan-brick home of
. their dead friend. Juan’s bullet-
ridden bed frame was visible
through the hole where his bedroom
window had been shot out; a man-
gled screen lay in the front yard.

“He was a real good kid. He’s not
the type that would do something
like this,” said Randall, who met
Juan eight years ago.in the neighbor-
hood where they both live.

Friends, neighbors and teachers
spent much of yesterday trying to
reconcile the two Juans: The boy
who got A’s as well as C’s, respected
his parents and never caused any
trouble at school; and the angry
teen-ager who died as 50 to 60 bul-

Y v -

" “He just never was in Mh g
- the rest of the kids,” salcs!y?icaiio»tr“

lets tore apart hls room

Middle School teacher Barbara i
Kelly, who taught Juan last year in ;
her life science class. “He wasn’t in

the mamstream with the rest of

them.”

Nelghbors lining the streets yes-

terday each had a recollection of

_Juan, a boy who liked models, tele-

scopes and video games and was
more at ease with adults, animals
and young children than with his :
peers. [
Mary Linamen remembered his |
‘welcoming her to the nenghborhood
in the fall and placing a pine cone on
the porch for her: “I started to kick it
away, and then I realized he must
have left it here for me,” she said. ““I
know you hear this all the time, but
he really was a good kid.”
Others told. stories of Juan’s
planting flowers for a disabled §
neighbor; of his playing school with b
the young children on the block,
casting himself in the role of teach-
er; of his amusing adults with de-
tailed plans for scientific inventions
that would one day make him a mil-
lionaire.
One scheme he concocted in-

cluded underground propellers en-
gineered to work like automatic
sprinklers, which would cut grass
instead of watering it: “He talked
about it for an hour,” neighbor Ruth
Isbell said with a sad smile, “and
you listened to him because he was
very intelligent and he was always
thinking.”

While a white ice cream truck ma-
neuvered through the crowded
street piping out a nursery jingle,
parents spoke of how they trusted
Juan with their children.

“There’s just too many guns out
there that kids can get a hold of,”
neighbor Cindy Coulson said.

One of the ironies of Juan’s young
life may be that his parents tried
hard to protect him from the world,
to keep him safe, to shelter him.

Neighbors and friends spoke of
his being allowed to ride his bike
only on the street in front of his
house. Each school day morning,
they said, his mother drove him to

' the nearby bus stop and the two

waited in the vehicle until the bus

came. ‘

“He couldn’t come out unless he

was watched,” said neighbor Sherry
Cates, “‘but he was real loved.”

- Friends and neighbors said that

Juan knew how to handle guns, hav‘
ing hunted with his father.’
Whatever provoked the teen toward.
the confrontation with police, those
who knew him said, it wasn
planned. 3
She said that Juan craved atten-
tion and needed a boost in self-
esteem. That was one reason she
made him her science aide, ngmg
him the responsibility of caring for
the class pets.
He was gentle with the ammals;
Kelly said, but he could be willful =
. for instance, taking apart an intri-
cate wiring system for the class fish
tank without first asking permis=
sion.
On the last day that Ramon would
ever attend school, he made sure the.
rats and gerbils would be comfort-
able over the weekend, cleaning
their cages and putting out their
food. b
He also asked Kelly for extra sci~
ence work sheets because he wanted.
to start a tutoring program for some: .
of the younger children on his block.,
“I'm just baffled by all of this. I
was never afraid of Juan; I don’t:
think anyone was afraid of Juan,”
Kelly said. “He had future plans; he
hadthmgg»hewasgomgtodo 2t i

v
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Hires

From Page |

else — everything, except maybe his -
church. ’

Late Saturday, Hires died
' “He was an exemplary officer,”
Haltom City Police Chief Tom
Cowan said. “Gary was one of those

that truly is the backbone of
the police department.”

Hires spent nearly 20 years on the
‘Haltom City police force, patrolling
the streets, serving warrants and
working with juveniles. On Satur-
day, after reports of gunfire, he was
the first officer toarrive at the scene.

Hires never made it out of his
patrol car. A 14-yeat-old boy, firing

and rifles from inside a
hduse down the block, hit the car
nineor 10 times. Hires was shot and
then trapped inside his car for about
an hour while other officers tried to

‘work-

testtothat.

It was Hires, she said, who spot-
ted a mysterious car outside her
home one day and went to investi-
gate. Although a window had been
broken, nothing was taken inside
the home.

the day and that our cars wouldn’t
be here,” she recalled. “He checked

P AW
said, "1 felt
g hi

hﬂ‘y‘g‘#@' “the ~ Polil
Aw 1. the ce
 Department, 25:@- worked is 4

.
.4;- b

 change of gunfire with police.
~she can picture the

*He knew that we worked during |
safer. It was really nice

PN A W N SRS A A A i W

Fellow officers said they believe
that Hires, 48, is the first Haltom

City officer 10 be shot and-killed tn -
" thelineofduty. ~ =~ "~ i

s o e

"A member of Hires' said -

now. .
“He’s probably got his arny around ~
the boy, saying, ‘What'swrong” " _
Yesterday, family members and
friends gathered at Hires' home; of-_

" ficers kept watch at tbesboom.suc

less than two miles away.
Timeand again, all described him
as a compassionate man, devoted to
his career, his church and his wife
and three sons: Gary John, 22, a
college student; and Stephen, 18,
and David, 16, students at Haltom
High, the school Hires had at-
"Hires' wife, Stephanie, is a teach-
er’s aide for the Birdville school dis-
trict. Relatives would not comment

> e

/e twasimportant.™
“Hires, known for his quiet man-

‘partment 1wo

o

serving four years inthe Navy. After

stints with the department’s crimis
nal investigation unit, working with
juveniles and serving warrants, his
‘most recent duty was as a patrol
oﬂ"w_ " - -

He received an associate degree in
enforcéement from Tarrant

helping solve propertycrimes. -
“He liked what he did and wasa
.oodcop.vmdediuud.-"mlld..
ice C Wayne . M- -

Queary. “What you saw was what

got. There wasnoglitter,”  ~ ~
mﬁ?ﬁbbi Lona nsﬁ'a.-n canat-

had served as a member and  when Trinity Christian  was
building, a onetime restaurant, was

in a “disastrous” state, Wyatt said:

Hires was one of the many volun-

- ! m PR el L,

_“If we ever needed him, we called ~ “The best way his devotion

him amd e aweys bove, Nign ' 510400 e Chesclc WSS A
said. : good part of that work was done by
Perhaps what most remembered Caryhimself. ~~ -~ &
. yesterday was Hires' devotiontohis _“You knew he was not doing it )
religion and to his church. He was a wﬁkmu::bﬁsw ‘
charter member and elder with the ~ cause he wanted to it. That’s the.
Trinity Christian Church in Hurst. thing that made him stand out.” .
'Y‘ o Gk ‘, " m i o A

b Ted, “Oay Hie it
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BY SUSIE STECKNER
ANDMARY GAY JOHNSON
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
- HALTOM CITY. — What re-
mains now is a picket fence pep-
pered with bullet holes; shards of

glass; tatters of yellow police tape;
and a looming question: What

might have provoked a 14-year-old
boy to unleash a barrage of gunfire
thatkilled one and wounded three?

J

As police and relatives of the vic-

tims try to piece together Saturday’s

. tragedy, authorities say the motives
- behind Juan Ramon’s actions are
~ stillunclear, .

What is known is that Juan is
dead. A Haltom City police officer
is dead. Three neighbors are seri-
ouslywounded.

Was it resentment resulting from
classmates’ relentless taunting that
pushed Juan to his limit? Was it
frustration over poor grades on his

- Yesterday, the neighborhood that

had been held hostage Saturday was
Jjammed with gawkers, friends and
media crews, . Neighbors hugged
each other, offering condolences,
and curious- children rode their
bikes past the crowds,

pink flowers on the grassy site where
Hires was killed; a clergyman stood

| nearby reading from the Bible.

Along with
disbelief, '
“He was never violent; he never
80t angry,” said Juan’s 15-year-old

the grief, there was

' neighbor, James Singleton Jr. «
know what he did was wrong, and ] |

couldn’t believe it was him unti] [
looked out my window and saw his
figure, and I knew it wasJuan.”

{

Someone had placed a bouquet of |

|

'And he is gyre that Juan had no

reason

to target his
think

brothers.

they were just movement. He

Wasshooting at movement- Just like
‘beople go out and shoot varmints or

Something,**

Chris Greenwood, who was shot
below the rib cage on his right side,
is at John Peter Smith Hospital.

“He’s a fighter. They
his wife, Pam,
Bobby Greenwood,

all are,” said

b4

a father “6f

. three and a machinist who Jjust starts!

|

Shortly after 4:30 p.m. Saturday, |

Haltom City police received a call

reporting that a torrent of gunfire |

|
|

)

ed a job with a new
Harris Methodist Fort

company, i$ at-

Worth. ' 1.vs

A memorial service for Hires will
be held at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday“at-‘
Bethesda Community Churchp
4700 N. Beach St., and he will be
interred in Mount Olivet Cemetery:/

Visitation will be

at Mount Olivef
. Funeral Home, 2301

N. Syl vania:

Wi

was coming from 6333 Solona Cir- | Ave: . % I g
cle North. Hires is survived by his wife!

Chris-Greenwood was the first| Stephanie: three sons, Gary John,”
victim, shot as he ran to rescue his| Stephen and David; and two br oth-
Dalmatia?bomino, from a hail of | ©rs, Mickey Hires of Copperas Cove

 gunfire. Bobby Greenwood was andRandy Hiresof Springtown. ; ’
- wounded as he ran to help his broth- | Information on Juan’s funé@f
er. was-not available, and his family,

Douangsavanh, called Kham Do j could not be reached for comment, ;.-

latest report card? Was it anger at
not being able to accompany his
parentsto the movies, a punishment
for his failing marks? ;
“We don’t know any more now
than we did last night,” said Haltom
City police Commander Wayne
McQueary. “There is absolutely

nothing newat this time. by his senior classmates at Haltom
“We may never know what hap- - High School, was shot in the shoul-
pened.” ~ der as he stood inside the glass front

It was Saturday afternoon when | door of his home, said his‘.sister,
shooting started in the modest ’ MandyDouangsavanh. ¥
neighborhood in south Haltom | She said that her family barely
City. Juan, the son of a Hurst police ' knew Juan and can’t imagine what
officer, was holed up in his bedroom | drove the leen-ager to violence. -
and firing from a front window. ' “This has been a pretty safe, quiet

" The Bol s dog, Juan’s = 2rea. With a police officer’s house

/ y here, we felt safe,” she said.
?}:fyhb}';xrrse :n&gﬂtggig?e&ﬁcg The Douangsavanhg and Green-
the gunfire, Juan was hit and killed. t»;;oo:ijs hzd b;com]g friends during.

Hires and Ramon each died of a C'e ) gﬁc} s dt T ed, On SOIO-D .
head wound and both deaths have hris: anandy Douangsavanh said.

W : Chris’ and Bobby Greenwood’s fa-
the Tl ot oot o 15, O Greenwood, helped carry
iner’s Office her wounded brother out of the

Weary and saddened Haltom hou.se, ;hesafd. i

City police officers worked through- Jim Greenwood, the eldest of
out Saturday night and late yester- -~ seven children, remembers seeing
day, combing the crime scene and  Juan Ramon as a chilg, pedaling
interviewing victims, witnessesand ~ around the neighborhood on his bi-
Juan’s family. They expect to con- cycle. But he was not closely ac-
tinue their investigation today and quainted Wwith" him or hjs father,
talk with Juan’s teachers at Haltom ‘Hurst police officer Jesus Ramon.
Middle School..
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Shentf will keep Christian Jall pod

| BYJACK DOUGLAS JR. |

| Fort Worth qu;—Tele;nm

' FORT WORTH — Tarrant
| County ﬂ\ﬂl:riffDavid Williams said
| last night\\hat he has decided to con-
‘tinue to operate a Christian-
teaching inmate pod at the Tarrant
' County Jail after receiving a legal
| opinion that says the pod is consti-

.1 tutional. Y )

. Williams said he made the deci-
' sion late yesterday after conferring
' with Marvin Collins, head of the

civildivision of the Tarrant County

district attorney’s office. ,
Collins said last weekend that the

48-prisoner pod, which teaches

Christian Bible lessons and is

equipped with a piano and organ for
choir service, does not violate the
civil. rights of non-Christian in-
mates. Nor does it go against the
constitutional guarantees of separa-
tion of church and state, Collins
said.

The district attorney’s office

DA’soffice saysit’s constitutional; ACLU wants compromise

began reviewing the pod after sev-
eral non-Christian inmates, the
American. Civil Liberties. Union |
and several Jewish organizations |
complained that it favored Chris-
tian prisoners. ‘ ‘
Don Jackson, president of the
Fort Worth chapter of the ACLU, |
said a meeting will be held next
week between the district attorney’s
office, the ACLU and representa-
tives from a “‘variety of religious
(More on POD on Page 12)

\TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 1993
B it L e R

Pod

-organizations” with the hope of

From Page 11

.

working out a compromise.

“I think there’s a decent chance
that we’ll work out an agreement
rather than file a lawsuit,” Jackson
said. “We're trying to settle it if we
can.”

The group will also meet with the

N ,

David Williams: Will keep
Christian jail pod open,

newly appointed jail chaplain to see ‘
whether the “program can be broad-
ened to include other religious

points of view,” he said. ‘
Jackson said the ACLU and the.

district attorney’s.office agreed that |
no special privileges should be of- 3

fered to inmates, based on their reli- |
gious beliefs. Fad gt ,
Williams said he authorized the

continuance of the “Christian edu- |

 cation pod to operate in view of the |
information ‘the district attorney’s |

office has provided me with.” g

Collins had suggested that the i3
piano and organ inside the eighth- |
floor pod be removed. But Williams | | ?

 said yesterday, “I think at this time

I’'m going to leave them. . . . I don’t
think it’s unreasonable to leave

. them in there.”

In" hopes of satisfying' non-

. Christian prisoners.in the county fa-

cility, Williams said he will actively
recruit clerics from other faiths to
preach and counsel at the jail,

He said, however, that he does
not anticipate any additional hous-
ing pods for other religious groups
inside the jail.

B R L VB R VR AR SR - ——




STANDOFF"ATMO };jl

e

P S A

Fors Worth Star- Telegram

WACO~ The Rev. W.N. Otwell,
a former Fort Worth minister who
had legal entanglements with au-
thorities regarding an unlicensed
children's home, defended cult
leader David Koresh yesterday.
Otwell was at the media check-
point outside the Branch Davidian
compound east of Waco to gather
material for a radio talk show in
Nacogdoches. He said that the Feb.
28 raid on the compound by federal
agents was an attempt 10 suppress
‘the religious cult simply because its
g mbm live communally and by

“I don't think this guy is crazy,”
' he said, referring 10 Koresh. “I just
‘Mbehuuldnheuwmw

i » ot

——

Otwelladded.
deanhtodty
cult leader.”

He said the Branch Dainm ot
muphadbwmtlbm»pv-ﬂ

ernment.

“The governmeni has become a - di
.police state . everys
bodytobowdovnlolm."Otweﬂ"‘

they want
said.

fault of the government. .

“I don"t lhmklhey’maviohu
people. You attack a man's home”
and he will fight back, he said. “1

think they [mu]hnvewukcmll
responsibility for all the killing.”

MWWMMMN
amsedamnmaw

»

 He said the raid's violenée, which ¢
left four ATF agents and at least two
Branch Davidians dead, was ﬂw g
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Prisoners

From Page 21

that he has been in the county jail
since Sept. 22 but that he has only
been in the Christian-oriented pod
for just over a week.

In other parts of the jail, Postel
said, “there’s total negativity,
swearing, people taking the Lord’s
name in vain. Up here, it’s not like
that,”

Several non-Christian prisoners,
the American Civil Liberties Union
and several Jewish organizations
have complained that the pod offers

special privileges for Christian in- .

‘mates and violates the constitu-

tional guarantee of separation of -

church and state.

The prisoners in the Christian
pod disagree, saying that people of
all faiths are welcomed. Savala
Swanson, assistant jail administra-
tor, said that prisoners of other
faiths will be invited tojoin the pod,
which is equipped with an organ,
piano and pulpit for sermions and

choir service.

ACLU representatives said that
they will meet next week with area
religious leaders, civil lawyers and
the district attorney’s office in an
effort to reach a compromise out of
court.

The sheriff said yesterday that he
does not plan to attend the meeting.
“I don’t see that that’ll serve any
purpose,” Williams said.




'Vigil honors

BY SUSIE STECKNER
, + . Fort Worth Star- Telegram

HALTOM CITY — As he spoke,
veteran officer Rocky Roper tugged
at the silver badge pinned to his
uniform.

- Hundreds of people at last night’s
candlelight vigil for slain officer
Gary Hires listened intently.

“All-of us wearing these badges
know every day when we leave the
house we might not come back,”
said Roper. “We don’s dwell on it.
Gary Hiresdidn"tdwellon it.

“Gary Hiresdid his job,”

The glow from hundreds of
candles illuminated the faces of
police officers, firefighters and
others gathered at Broadway Park
to remember the officer. At times,
some quietly wept; once, as a fellow
officer shared an anecdote, some
smiled.

One of Hires’ sons, .18-year-old
Stephen, stood - surrounded by
friends. One kept an arm around the
teen,

As the candles. burned, police
chaplam Brian Hamlip reminded
onlookers: “‘Gary ‘Hires has
uniquely reflected on your lives.”

On Saturday, Hires — an | 8-year
veteran with the Police Department
— was shot and killed when he
responded to reports of gunfire.
Juan Ramon, 14, had opened fire on
his neighborhood, wounding three
men before Hires - arrived. Hires
died in the barrage. Ramon was

killed as police returned fire.
The three men remain
hospitalized.

Longtime Haltom City officers
say they believe that Hires is the
first officer in the department to be
shot and killed in the line of duty. It
has been 10 years since a police

. Officer was killed in " Northeast
TarrantCounty. o

L il IR NS S L e

* memories, clutched lear-cumcdl

- Wivesof fellow police officers or- -
ganized last night's vigil to celebrate
Hires life and v’ﬁmm' w
Aboring .police  Offic

protected their strets. Thiey shared”

tissues and embraced. i
Throughout the half-hour wvigil,

they - sat side-by-side om picnic

tables, listening to a handful of

speakers, including Hamlin, Hires’  each o

pastor and Mayor Charles Womack. Hires' funeral will be at 3:30 p.m. - |
Hamlin remembered Hires for  today at the | | Community

his compassion. C‘hmh,“’lm;‘f Beach St. in
“Every officer that's w ‘your  HaltomCity. ~ o A |

department got into this business.at o e - 'g‘ ﬁ““:

some point and time beeguse they
cared about people,” Hamlin said.
“Gary Hires got into this busines
because he cared about people.
“Taonight is atime when we cap
look back and see how he had
impacted our lives.” :
But it was brief tributes from
Roper; who had worked with Hires
for eight years, and Haltom City
Police Chief Tom Cowan that

——
Lo
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