e SN
0
hJ
3
:
,
B
;
.
o
:
vy,
]
:
ey
Hs
,
.
s
' l.
:
;
:
4 A > X
oy G R
2 D R T e

- i 2 2 v Son gl N . Pl = - ) ; q ;
o o B ) = ~ 57 = o 1 E

A = 5 . R : 5 e i : w,

s P ~ “ % St i _ e L : i 2 : .. 5
g - 2 . = == : T S ) - ) .h -
R 3 . k o o . Pl

. 5 =, - = = = > = R — = { A#

BT : ) ) - 2 i U1 B

5 : = : ; {

3 . S & o e . ) L i B

ks s - ~< = = g %3

= 3 5 7 : {1 B

MO > ~ - | -

. . i - L i i

£ - - : 4 - 3

-
~ T - S
s
2
s oA e e et b A R et e AT e AL e i S R S O TR A T A R R S 3 - . - -




P p——— B e——




a\.

DAVID WILLIAMS
SHERIFF
TARRANT COUNTY
CRIMINAL COURTS BUILDING
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102-2084

Officer Floyd Clark

TARRANT COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
ADMINISTRATIVE BUREAU

INTER OFFICE MEMO
DATE: , November 1, 1993
TO: Officer Floyd Clark

Corrections Center

FROM: Hamp Scruggs
,- Awards Committee Chairman

f SUBJECT: Annual Award

You_have been selected to receive the Annual Award for Officer of the Year for
the Tarrant County Corrections Center Facility. We congratulate and commend
you for your outstanding achievement in the department. A copy of the
nomination form along with this memo will be placed in your personnel folder.

We would like to encourage you and your family to attend our Awards Banquet
% SO we can present you with this prestigious award at that time.

Best wishes and keep up the good work.

amp Scruggs
Chairman
Awards Committee

HS:jdw
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Brosky sentence gives
sense ofjustice restored

By BOBMAHLBURG
AND RACHEL GREENWALD
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

For many who had kept a vigif
since the shotgun slaying of Donald
Thomas in June 1991, a jury’s swift
sentencing of skinhead Christopher
William Brosky to 40 years in pris-
on brought a sense of justice, they
said.

Family members spoke of relief,

“I'll take 40,” said Deborah Peo-
ples of the African-American Sum-
mit for Peace and Justice. “You
know I had my doubts about this |
case and whether it was going to get |
thrown out with the double jeop- |
ardyandall, butlam elated.” &

Reactions of prominent com- -
munity leaders ranged from elation 3

.

to pragmatism.

“Overall, there 1s still some rea-

and so did those who had been en-  son for people of color and reason :
raged when an all-white jury at an and good will to be hopeful our 4
earlier trial sentenced Brosky to  court system has not gone com- :
probation. However, they said the pletely under,” said the Rev. Micha- |
effects of the Thomas’ murder by el Bell, chairman of Tarrant County
three teen-aged white supremacists  Clergy for Inter-ethnic Peace and °
still linger. Justice, a multicultural group ..

“No amount of time will bring formedin reaction to Brosky’s origi- .
Donald Thomas back, but it’s good nalsentence. : .
to see that Brosky will be serving Bell said all three youths should *
time,” said Rose Jones, Thomas’' have been given lifein prison for the *
sister-in-law. “It tells people thatit’s  racist crime, but he said Brosky’s -
never OK to do what he did and go 40-year term was fair considering -

free.” plea-bargain sentences given earlier
A couple who live next-door t0  to Brosky’s two accomplices in the
where Thomas was shot said that shooting death.

their lives will never be the same.

“The neighborhood has changed
since the shooting,” Austin Ander-
son said. “Kids don’t play outside
anymore — nobody plays outside
anymore. I still have a hard time
believing something like that could
happen next-door.”

Prosecutors sought criminal con-
spiracy charges against Brosky after
a Tarrant County jury convicted
Brosky of murder in March but sen-
tenced him to 10 years’ probation.
The case thrust Fort Worth into the
national spotlight after 10,000 peo-
ple marched through downtown
"Fort Worth in protest.

A

William Trey Roberts, the 16-
year-old skinhead who pulled the
trigger in the slaying, and the driver,
Joshua Hendry, now 18, of Arling-
ton, pleaded guilty to murder in re-
turn for sentences of 40 yearsand 15
years, respectively.

“We have to grade fairness in this '
case on a curve,” Bell said. “Given
the curve in this case and the par-
ticulars in this case and the plea bar-
gains, the only thing we can say is
the sentence was an equitable sen- '
tence compared to the othertwo.” -

Christopher Ave contributed to this -

‘report.
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| Tarrant County Sheriff's Department
Awards Banquet

- INVOCATION
DINNER

- WELCOME
- Introduction Of Special Guests

GUEST SPEAKER

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS

SCOTTISH RITE - FORT WORTH
Special Presentations

REMARKS

CLOSING

 — T
i ————

—

- 6:30 P.M.

NOVEMBER 13, 1993

Lt. Joe Tims
Chaplain

Lt. Joe Tims
Master of Ceremonies

Brad Wright
News Anchor
Channel 5 Television

John Allen

David Williams
Sheriff

Lt. Joe Tims
Master of Ceremonies

e S e N S e s o .

The Tarrant County Sheriff's Department
would liKe to thank the following sponsors
for maKing this event a success.

‘

The Texas Rangers
The Dallas Cowboys
Shooter's Palace
Stanley Printing
Payless Cashways
Trophies of Distinction

David Hunt Furs

Military Model Distributors.

Kirby Co. of Grand Prairie
Decks In General
Ladd Uniform Co.
Smiley's Photography
Worthington Hotel

Avant Designs, Inc.

Luskey's Western Store
Carousel Travel
Spaghetti Warehouse
Fincher's Western Stores, Inc.
Outback Steakhouse's
Mercado Juarez Cafe
Hugley Health Club
Walmart of Burleson
The Rig Restaurant
Gun Leather, L.T.D.
Creative Designs
Evelyn's Flowers
Flower's Etc.

Bass Brothers Enterprises, Inc.

-
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Sheriff's Department "Officer of the Year”

The Sheriff's Department Second Annual Awards Banquet was held
Saturday, November 13, 1993, at the Sokol Hall in Fort Worth. This
banquet honors all award recipients, including those chosen as “Officer
of the Year” in each Division of the Sheriff's Department, with one
overall Deputy chosen. All nominees are recommended for the various
awards by their co-workers. Once an individual has been recom-
mended, the awards committee evaluates the nominee and votes on
his/her eligibility and worthiness of the award. The plaques, decora-
tions, and door prizes associated with the Awards Banquet are funded
entirely by the generous citizens and business people of Tarrant County.
Those receiving “Deputy of the year plaques for their respective divi-
sions are:

Deputy of the Year Investigator Glenn Diviney (Crim. Invest.)
Supervisor Capt. John Pempsell
Confinement Floyd Clark (Correctional Center)
Confinement Toni Costanja (Cold Springs)
Confinement Ray Luther (Green Bay)
Confinement James Gray (Belknap)

Patrol Kirby Humberson

Warrant Officer J. T. Smith (Civil /Mental)
Warrant Officer Paul Ortega (Criminal)

Training Ray Grimes

Communications Lt. Charles Manchester

Clerical /Support Ruby Seals

Accounting Marion Lawson

Community Relations Don Crowell

Personnel /Recruitment Charlie Couk

Bailiff Allen Eaves

Security Randy Walker

Professional Standards Pat Byrnes

Reserves Sarah Carruthers

Investigations Glen Diviney

Additionally, Chaplain Bobby Cox and Reserve Deputy Martin
Hochster were presented Lifetime Achievement Awards for exceptional
service over a prolonged period of time.




EMERGENCY 911

Office (817) 884-1966
Fax (817) 884-3040

FLOYD F. CLARK
DEPUTY SHERIFF
“1993 DEPUTY OF THE YEAR”

TARRANT COUNTY CORRECTIONAL CENTER
100 N. LAMAR
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76196-2084



November 15, 1993

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

100 EAST WEATHERFORD
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76196
817/884-1470

Dear Member:

In order to continue to provide you with the lowest loan rates
and highest savings rates possible and to offer you convenient
financial services, we must constantly monitor our expenses.
Insurance premiums have continued to rise over the years and
have become a considerable expense to the Credit Union.

The Group Life Savings Insurance program is a program provided
to you at no direct cost and provides term life insurance in
the amount of your eligible savings deposits up to a maximum
of §1,000. In order to offset rising premiums, the practice
of providing Group Savings Life Insurance to new members was
discontinued in March, 1989. Unfortunately, our premium level
has continued to rise and as a result, the Credit Union has
found it necessary to discontinue the program entirely.
Therefore, effective December 31, 1993, the Group Life Savings
Insurance Policy is being cancelled.

Your coverage for existing insurable deposits will continue
through the conversion period ending January 31, 1994. You
may convert to a permanent policy of §1,000 or less without
evidence of insurability. The effective date of the converted
policy would be February 2, 1994 and premiums would be based
on your age on that date. '

Please call CUNA Mutual at 1-800-356-6006 4if you wish to
convert. CUNA Mutual will provide you with the conversion
application and premium rate for your age. The completed
application and first premium payment must be received by CUNA
Mutual by January 31, 1994, which is the final date for
conversion.

Sincerely,

stjJ”WQ QQSia\fk24y)m%P

Diane Blankehship
President
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women jailed

in slayings
Suspect described as ‘wild’

‘She is different,’an ex-boyfriend says

BYJACKZ.SMITH,

ROBERTV.CAMUTO

AND MARY MOEWE
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Brandi Michelle Cirelli’s

ex-boyfriend describes her as being ‘‘pretty
wild,” a bisexual whose personality can range
from “real nice” to *‘cold and uncaring.”

Cirelli, 20, and her roommate, Sherrie Lynn
Sikes, 24, were jailed yesterday for investigation:
of soliciting the murder of Channing Freelove,
who was a student at Texas Christian University,
and Melanie Golchert, a student at Tarrant
County Junior College. Police say in affidavits

_ that they believe the slayings were sex- and

drug-related.

Durfey said Freelove and Cirelli had been
lovers but broke up approximately two weeks.
“ago. He said Cirelliand Sikes had become lovers
and were living together at the Creekside apart-
ments at 6751 Westcreek Drive in southwest
Fort V& :

“She is different; that is just the best way 1o
describe her,” said the ex-boyfriend, Jack
Durfey,who lives in southwest Fort Worth. *“She
was always doing something weird, like she got
her eyebrows pierced just recently. She usually
dressed in black clothes.”

Cirelli

'Sikes

AN think Channing was upset and a little bit
jealous of Brandi and Sherrie,” said Durfey, 19,
a Crowley High School graduate who works at a
burger restaurant at Hulen Mall in Fort Worth.
Neighbors at the Creckside apartments said
that Cirelli had had a string of roommates at her
apartment, as well as friends who included mem-
bers of local gangs. Sikes, Cirelli, Freelove and
(Moreon SUSPECTS on Page11)



lother women in their circle were
J - *-‘abdut their bnsexualxty, said
~ Creech, a 2l-year-old

Guardsman who lived

hey all had relatxonshxps with
h other; they made no secret
 '1 nt,” sand Creech, who had |

suc chas The HOP in Fort Worth.

Nexghbors said they knew little
about Sikes other than that she was
from Louisiana, had attended a
[ Catholic high school in Waco, and
claimed to be an expert in tae kwon
do, a Korean version of karate.

The Woman at the arrest site de-
'¥scribed Sikes as a “butch” woman
who despite her feminine ap-
{pearance liked to talk tough and
1down quart bottles of malt liquor.

. ‘,' A woman who watched Monday |

yNight Football at Cirelli’s apart-
‘ment said that Cirelli liked it when
the football players got into fights.
Yesterday, Cirelli’s grandmother
| theard about her granddaughter’s ar-
rest from a neighbor. The grand-
ymother said her granddaughter
fcould not have afforded to hire a
killer.
“She doesn’t have any money,”
the grandmother said. “I pay her
rent; I pay for her car; I pay her
insurance, everything.”
She said she never gave her grand-
daughter cash to pay for things but
instead wrote checks directly to the
apartment complex or took Cirelli
grocery shopping when she needed
food.
When the family picked up Cir-.
elli’s 1993 Honda Civic from her
‘yapartment yesterday, two checks —
\ithe rent check and one written to a
garage for an oil change — were
inside uncashed.
The grandmother said she last
talked to Cirelli around 10 p.m.
Sunday. She said that Cirelli told
her that she and Sikes had been out
jof town camping near Alvarado. “I
.‘asked her, ‘Where are you?’ She said
ishe was at Sherrie’s. T asked her if
rshe knew they had been shot. She
-said, ‘They’ve been shot?’ She said,
pﬁmdmother what you're telling
-me is blowing my mind.’
“I don’t believe she had anything
10.do with the shooting,” the grand-
-mothersaid.

\i]&f;milt s parents divorced when
she wasabout 2 years old, her grand-

imother said. “I had her every other

eg end,” she said.
Y:‘?S e moved into her grand-
.t%gther s home when she was almost

the grandmother said. Cirelli at-
tended Castleberry High School
_%tg she dropped out her, junior
ggg.g “She got her GED a few
pths after that,” the grand-
ersaxd
e grandmother said that she
bm:ght Cirelli a new car because she
was fearful for her granddaughter’s

& '
Hunl

. safety. Cirelli, friends said, put a pot
. leafsticker in the back window.
Cirelli’s grandmother said she
' had an 800 toll-free telephone num-
| ber installed so that her grand-
' daughter could call her even if she
doesn’t have a quarter, the grand-
mother said.

Friends say that Cirelli’s love for
her grandmother, whom Cirelli
called ‘Nanna, was apparent. “She
did a lot of things for her,” one

friend said.

Durfey said that Cirelli loved ani-
mals and had two Persian cats.

Until age 18, Cirelli was em-

ployed at the downtown Dillard’s in *

~ various departments. She also did
some teen modeling for the store.
Since then, she has had several jobs,
mostly in retailing, acquaintances
said.

Friends say that Cirelli had a
habit ofletting people live with her.

“Brandi has always been for the
| underdog,” her grandmother said.
*“‘She was always trying to take care
of people. I told her to stop because,
‘It’s not you taking care of them, it’s

mes

Jackie Reardon, Durfey’s moth-

er, said Cirelli would not put up
with much abuse.

“She’s a very outspoken young

woman,” she said. “‘She’s a very up-
front young lady.”

killers

"

Hired

o TR

sought

BYM.C. MOEWE b
AND KATHY SANDERS
Fon\VonhSm ~Telegram ?
FORT WORTH — The arrests
yesterday of two acquaintances of
Channing Freelove and Melanie
Golchert has produced an account
of bisexuality, drug dealing, a
killing-for-hire plot and a mysteri-
ous gang member whom the women

~ were headed to meet the last time

they were seen alive, police said.

Brandi Michelle Cirelli, 20, and
Sherrie Lynn Sikes, 24, were ar-
rested at 12:20 a.m. at their south-
west Fort Worth apartment, police
said. Cirelli was once Freeloves
roommate.

Cirelli and Sikes are accused of
soliciting the murder of Freelove,
19, and Golchert, 18, who were shot
execution-style last week. ‘

Cirelli and Sikes remained jailed
last night on suspicion of solicita-
tion of capital murder and unlawful’
possession of marijuana between 5
and 15 pounds. Cirelli was also.
being held on a theft-by-check war-
rant. Her bail is set at $61, 000;

- Sikes’bail is set at $60,000.

But even with yesterday’s arrests,
police say they do not know why the
women were killed, or by whom.

A police affidavit quotes an infor-.
mant as saying that “Freelove,

~ Golchert, Sikes, Cirelli and [a fifth

woman] were lesbians and have had
ongoing sexual relations with one

. another.”

A fight between Freelove and the
two accused women sparked talk of
killing Freelove, according to police -
documents. An informant told po-
lice he overhead Cirelli say: “I'm
sick of this high school game crap. If
she ever comes around here agam,

I'liget rid of her my way.”
At least one informant told police

“he had been approached to kili

(More on ARRESTS on Page 10)




Arrests

From Page 1

4

Freelove, and had refused.

A police source said that two:
other people believed to be the hit’
men are being sought. ,

All four women were involved in.
‘a lesbian relationship, according to
police documents. But several.
friends said they do not think
Golchert was a lesbian or bisexual,
but was just in the wrong place when
she waskilled.

" Friends say that Cirelli and Sikes
became enraged with Freelove after
a fight during which Freelove ac-
‘cused one of them of stealing her.
girlfriend.

~ The fight, friends said, resulted in
the theft of a large amount of mari-
juana from Freelove’sapartment.

|

Lt. Pat Kneblick, a police spokes-

woman, said that while arresting Ci-
relli and Sikes, officers confiscated
4 pounds of marijuana.

Freelove believed that her life was
in danger because the theft had left
her unable to pay $6,000 she owed a
drug dealer, police reports disclosed
earlier this week.

The police source said that inves-
tigators have not determined how
“much money was paid or promised
in exchange for the slayings.

- A passer-by found the bodies of
Freelove and Golchert about 4 a.m.

‘Saturday on opposite sides ofal984

‘Oldsmobile that is registered torela-
tives of Freelove’s. The car wasina

vacant lot off Southwest Loop 820

(Interstate 20).

i The bodies were fully clothed,
and police said there was nosign ofa
struggle. Freelove was shot once in
the neck and Golchert was shot nu-
;merous times in the head.

- Police documents say that
Freelove and Golchert told a room-
mate last week that they were going
to sell a pound of marijuanatoa 19-
-ayg'a'r-old gang member they had ar-

Fort Worth Star-Telegram / FRANK PONTARI

“ranged to meet at an undisclosed

location.

The roommate told police she be-

came concerned because the gang:
member had bought only small
amounts of marijuana from
Freelove in the past, the documents
say.
Police disclosed that they recov-
ered 2'» pounds of a substance they
said appeared to be marijuana,
along with drug paraphernalia and
$1,100 in cash, at Golchert’s apart-
ment. Sources said that the drugs
and money belonged to Freelove.

An informant told police that the
gang member, who frequently
dressed in the all-blue clothing fa-
vored by a large gang, was an associ-
ate of Cirelli and Sikes. He visited
their apartment often, the affidavit
says. :

According to documents released
after yesterday’s arrests, however,
the killings may have stemmed from
Freelove’s spurning Cirelli in favor
of another woman. That woman’s
identity was deleted from the arrest
affidavit. ;

Kneblick described

’

the slain

1Su arrested
|l at the Creekside
| Apartments

Fort Worth Star-Tolegram / FRANK PONTARI

friends who “*had personal relation-

ships.” She declined to discuss de-

tails of the relationships. ;
The arrested women have made

statements to detectives, but

Kneblick said she could not disclose
the contents.

The fight between Freelove and
the two suspects was the pivotal
point, friends said, at which the re-
lationship deteriorated. Police said

that the talk then turned to a killing-

for-hire plot.

During the conversation about
hiring someone to kill Freelove, the
informant told police, Sikes “asked
Cirelli what she would do after
Channing was killed and Brandi
said she would just go and stay for a
while with her mother in Arkansas.”

A friend of the three women, who
requested anonymity, said that

Sikes and Cirelli described the fight

to her the following day. Freelove
had gone to Cirelli’s apartment and
*“had a bottle of wine, like she want-
ed to make up. Brandi told her to go
away,” the friend said. g
Freelove was apparently looking

for a woman whom she had broken,
'up with several months ago, the

women and the two suspects as |




friend said. The woman was inside
the apartment.

The women agreed to meet
Freelove at a convenience store

'nearby, the friend said. “They met
her at the 7-Eleven,; that is suppos-
edly when Channing said, ‘Take my
gunandkill me,” ” the friend said.

A teen-ager who said he was using
a pay phone at the store around 10
p.m. Wednesday said he saw an ar-
gument between Cirelli, whom he

. knew, and two other women he did
not recognize. “This one girl was
screammg that she wanted her girl-
friend,” he said. “Brandi was trying

_to break it up. The girl got frustrated
andtoreoffin thecar.”

The friend said the two suspects
told her that Freelove went back to
Cirelli’s apartment, where the con-
frontation got physical. “Sherri
threw her on the ground,” the friend
said. “Brandi picked up a chair and
threw it across the room twice.”

Freelove then threw herself down
‘the apartment stairs and then at-

tempted to fling herself over the bal-

cony, the friend said. “She and
Brandi both grabbed a part of her,”
the friend said.

Neighbors confirmed that
' Freelove threatened to jump from
the second-story landing.

“Channing was trying to jump off
the balcony,” said neighbor Dave
- Dischert, 26, a local restaurant cook
who had socialized with the women.
*“She was crying and was pretty
much hysterical,” said one of Disch-
ert’s roommates who requested an-
onymity.

Sikes, Cirelli and an unidentified
man prevented her from jumping,
the neighbors said. The police infor-
. mant, who family members said was

told by police to leave town for safe-
ty’s sake, witnessed the fight, the
affidavit says.

Officers who arrested Cirelli and
Sikes early yesterday forced their
way into the women’s apartment
and found Cirelli hiding in a bed-
room closet and Sikes trying to hide
in the kitchen, a police source said.
Newspaper clippings about the
Freelove-Golchert slayings were
scattered on the living room floor,
the source said.

Two other people were in the
apartment when the police arrived:
a woman, 22, and a man, 23. They
said that when police began banging
on the front door with a sledgeham-

.mer, Cirelli ran to the bedroom and
Sikes to the kitchen. “I don’t think

they knew it was the police,” one
said. “I think they thought someone
was comingtokill them.”

The two witnesses said they had
been at Cirelli’s apartment since
about 9:30 p.m. Monday, watching
football and smoking marijuana.

When the 10 o’clock news broad-
cast a report on the slayings, Sikes

acted agitated while Cirelli was si--

lent, the witnesses said.

*““She [Sikes] was acting like it was
abigdeal to her, like she missed her [
Freelove] and like they knew who
did it,” the woman said. “She was
making it seem like the guy Chan-
ning owed money to did it, and she
knew whoitwas.”

The female witness said Sikes told
her that a drug dealer had threat-
ened Freelove, saying that she must
come up with the money, act as his
prostitute ordie,

The relationship between the sus-
pects and Freelove was a tangled
romance, friends said.

o1
Cirelli met Freelove about four
months ago, acquaintances said.
““She thought Brandi was pretty and
wanted to meet her,” the friend
said. “From that point on, eve
thing was free. She [Freelove]wo d
take Brandi out to eat all the time“—
I guess trying to buy her.” '~
The friend said that the womﬁh
whom Freelove wanted to talk to the
night of the fight had dated Freelové
fortwo years. <oty
Cirelli and Freelove dated ard
lived together from mid-September
to mid-October, the friend said.
After they broke up, Freelove began
dating Sikes, the friend said. '
“Sherri and Channing happened
very, very recent. It ended right beé-
fore this fight by just a few days.
Channing was trying to get her back
by taking her out to eat and stuﬂ‘"

the friend said. '
The friend said she beheves.;th’ai

Cirelli, Sikes and Freelove’s “€x<
girlfriend were upset with Freelove.
“They were all at Brandi’s apart-
ment,” the friend said. “The people
who were being played by her weré
talking. Maybe not that she lo
them but that they were the only
ones.’

But the friend said she does. not
believe that Cirelli and Sikes would
conspire to kill Freelove. “I do tl
know why they’d want to do thl
the friend said. qe

The friend also said she wondefs
about the drug dealer whofn
Freelove feared. Freelove had cotfie
to her a week before, saying she was
frightened and needed to get som‘e
money or get her marijuana back
the friend said. fj

“She was seriously scared,™ i‘ﬁé

friend said. | j_;“’]



BY MIKE MENICHINI
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
ORT WORTH — Melanie
Golchert’slife seems to have
been like a hologram — changing its
face and nature depending on what
light was turned on it.

Before Friday night, when she
was shot to death in the bloody end
of what appeared to be adrug

~ dispute, Golchert seemed to many
tobea teen-ager filled with
confidence and ability.

She was;according to some who
knew herand worked with her, a
stunning combination of good looks
and charm, able to wear form-fitting
clothes well and with a small tattoo
ofaflower on herankle.

“She was the kind of girl that
could wear asack and a ball cap on
backward and make you think that
was the best-looking sack you'd ever
seen,” said one person who knew
her for several years. “Part of it was
her personality. Everybody liked
her.”

The person asked not to be
identified out of concern over
business repercussions.

That stance has becomea
common one as people move past
the initial shock of learning that the
beautiful 18-year-old they knew had
apparently moved somehow into
the darkness of the drug trade.

That shock, however, seems
tempered by age. Students at
Paschal High School say it was
well-known that Golchert and
Channing Freelove, who was killed
in the shooting with her, were
involved in drugs. Some say that
Freelove was the more involved of
the two, but it was in Golchert’s
apartment that police reported
finding more than 2 pounds of
marijuanaand $1,100.

Adults describe Golchertasa top
student and a member of the girls’
basketball team. She was on the
All-City Academic Team asa senior
and receiveda $1,000 scholarship
from the Fort Worth Girls Coaches
Association.

She used that to attend Tarrant

MELANIE

Golchert

Model student and
part of the drug culture,
strikingly beautiful
and undistinguished:

" Thedescriptions add
up to an enigma.

County Junior College’s South
Campus. There she took three
classes — American History to
1876, Composition 101 and
‘Introduction to Mathematics. The
three are standard fare for a college
freshman, said Bill Lace, the
college’s director of information.

But things were not going well at
TCJC, according toone of her
professors.

James Cornelius, an associate
professor of history, said Golchert
started out the year by attending
classregularly. But then her
attendance and her grades started to
lag. The grade on her first test wasa
B, but then she got an F and a series
of D’s, including one he would have
returned to her last night.

In contrast to what others have
said, Cornelius described her as
quiet in class and not someone who
stood out academically or
physically.

She took the classes at night
because during the day she had been
working for Blockbuster Video
stores for the past 10 months at
stores on West Berry and Hulen
streets.

Before that she worked at the
TCBY Yogurt shop just across the
street from Paschal on Forest Park
Boulevard, along with Channing

Freelove and Mary Tuttle.
Freelove, 19, waskilled in the
shooting along with Golchert.
Golchert shared Apartment 236
with Tuttle at the Park Gardens
Apartments on Rogers Road, just
off University Drive near the '

_ Trinity River.

Steve Pike, who manages the
TCBY store where they worked,
said the corporation’s statement on
the matter would only be that the
“women in question had not
worked here for more than a year.”

Golchert’s mother, Frances
Blount Golchert, 41, recently
moved to South Texas. She was
issued a driver’s license with a
Corpus Christiaddress on Sept. 30.
However, directory service does not
list a telephone number for her.

Driver’s license records also show
a Kimberly Meghan Golchert, 21,
livingat the same address.

No family members could be
reached.

The Tarrant County Medical
Examiner’s Office said Golchert’s

‘body was released to The Memorial

Chapel in White Settlement. An
employee of the funeral home on
Cherry Lane declined to comment
on any arrangements for services.

Staff writer Jennifer Briggs con-
tributed to this report. i
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By HOLLACE WEINER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
he was a bundle of
contradictions — a teen-ager
who looked like ahomecoming
queen and walked like a street
tough.

Smart, competitive and full of
laughter among friends at Paschal
High, she was ‘“‘average” and
sometimes sleepy at her after-school
job.

She was also an All-District
athlete with a weakness for

“chocolates and, apparently, drugs.

Channing Elizabeth Freelove, 19, ‘

a Texas Christian University
freshman whose friends rarely saw

- herwearinganythingbutjeansand ' :

‘T-shirts, was buried yesterday ina
‘White and pink sweater that
matched the colors of her
velvet-lined coffin.

Atgraveside, mourners mirrored

Freelove’s life; Half were dressed in

upscale fashion wear, the otherhalf |

wore leather and cropped New
' Wave haircuts.
Freelove and her close friend
Melanie Golchert, 18, were shotto
_death early Saturday in aslaying
- that police have linked to lesbian
love triangles and perhaps
marijuanasales.

A native of Fort Worth, Freelove
was the baby in a family with two
older brothers, Kevin and Kenneth.
Starting with kindergarten and into
the ninth grade, she attended the
private All Saints Episcopal School.

“She did have a flair for comedy,”
said Louis Hayden, headmaster at
AllSaints. ““She had a good stage-
presence. She had leadership
ability.”

Sheapparently started using
drugs while at All Saints, and that

* CHANNING |4

v Freelove

Comments by friends
who knew her in high
school reveal opposite
‘images of the teen-ager
it after her violent death.

may have figured into her transfer
to public school as a sophomore,
said former Paschal soccer coach
Vida Treyvino.

. “Bothherparentsand I had
worked with her to help get her back
ontrack,” Trevino said. “I felt like
by her senior year certainly she had

" herlife turned around.”

The Paschal yearbook reflects
just that: Freelove made the Society
for Academic Excellence; joined
Panther Pride, a school spirit club;
played JV basketball; captained the
soccer team — and munched
chocolate bars in class, a fellow
studentrecalled.
" Hersenior yearbook picture
presents a glamorous portrait, but
friends say Freelove used little
'makeup, wore her hair in a ponytail
and came to school in a skirt just
once — ‘“‘foraninterviewat TCU,”
said ateammate who stopped at a
TCBY yogurt shop near Paschal
during lunchtime yesterday.

**She looked really awkward when

she wore a skirt,” a soccer teammate
said. “For her senior picture, when
she showed it to us, we said, ‘Oh, my
God. That’snotyou.’ ”

The yogurt shop was a place
where Freelove worked and
mingled during her high school
‘years.

. Across Berry Street at Wendy’s
and Taco Bell, other lunchtime
student hangouts, two seniors
described agradual change in
Freelove’sappearance. ““‘She used to
be really pretty and she dressed
nice,” said a 17-year-old. “She
gradually turned kind of masculine.
She just kind of walked like she was

tough.”

. Inhercasket, she more resembled
hersenior portrait than the
disheveled teen many classmates
recollected. Carrying the contrasts
of herlife tothe grave, a teddy bear
was propped along one side of
Freelove’s body and a metal peace
symbol on the other.



The Fort Worth slayings of two young women linked

to narcotics highlight a reported resurgence ofadrug
many people associate with the °70s, in Whatsomeseeasa

Marijuana ﬂashback

é BY PATRICIA RODRIGUEZ
] Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Although the public may have
‘been surprised that two female teen-
‘age honor students could be in-
<volved in dealing marijuana, the re-
lality is that drug use pervades all
[levels of society.

In fact, among clients at the Tar-
rant Council for Alcoholism and
-Drug Abuse, marijuana users tend
‘to be upper-middle-class, educated
'people, said Linda King, case man-
:ager at the council.

And at NORML, the National
'Orgamzatlon for Reform of Mari-
juana Laws; most of the 5,000 mem-
bers are blue-collar, working-class
Anglos, said Richard Cowan, the
group’s national director.

Channing Freelove, 19, and Mel-
anie Golchert, 18, were killed last
weekend in a shooting that police
say apparently had links to drug
dealing. Police found 2.5 pounds of

marijuana in Golchert’s apartment

afterthe deaths.

Marijuana usage, which has been

prominently mentioned in music,
movies and media reports over the
past year, has never really declined,
authorities across Tarrant County
say.

<in the high schools. It was real prev-

7alent in my high school in the *70s
and it seems to have gone back to
that,” said Terri King, education
specialist at the Tarrant Council for
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse. “It’s
considered cool, and it’s considered
it’s no big deal. It’s [perceived to be]
like smoking cigarettes or drinking
‘alcohol. They don’t think there’s
anydanger.”

Daymon Grandberry, 17, asenior
:at O.D. Wyatt High School in Fort
Worth, said he thinks marijuana
had become more popular among
teen-agers in the past year or two.

“Marijuana use is real prevalent

Day! mon} Grandberry
O D. Wyatt senior

“The word on the street is that

crack sales are declining and [mari-
juana] is on the rise,” said Grand-
berry, a three-sport athlete who said
he had never tried the substance.
“It’s widespread throughout the
school. It’s not just certain types of,
people. It’s some athletes, some
popular people, some nerds, any-.
body.”

-James Hawthorne, school re-
source officer for Arlington High
School, also said he thinks mari-

juana use is up among teens. He said

that he hasn’t made an unusual
number of arrests this year but that
he’s more likely to hear teen-agers
talking about using it than in years
past.

Pot-leaf clothing, marijuana-
themed music by artists such as Cy-
press Hill and Dr. Dre, and drug
references in movies and television
have helped marijuana become
more socially acceptable — even
fashionable, some authorities said.

Cowan of NORML disagrees.

“The media has been leading this
charge people are smoking more be-
cause popular groups are singing
about it,” Cowan says. “They have
it just backwards. People are singing

about pot becdlié mare people are

doingit.”

Statistics, however, only pamally
support the assertion that mari-
juana use is rising. Last year, mari-
juana usage rose slightly among
young adults ages 19-29, after 10
years of steady decline, according to
an annual survey conducted by the
University of chhlgan Institute for
Social Research.

About 28 percent of those ques-
tioned said they had used marijuana
at least once in the preceding year,
according to the 1992 results. In the
1991 survey, 27 percent said they
had tried the drug.

That compares, however, with a
high of 51.3 percent in the 1981 sur-
vey.

Arrest records seem to support
the assertion that marijuana use is
growing, however. For example,
Northeast Tarrant County drug sei-
zure totals have risen sharply, from
338 pounds confiscated last year to
1,190 pounds confiscated from Jan.
1toOct. 31 this year.

Nationally, the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency made 9,364 arrests in
1991 in connection with domestic
marijuana production, said James
McGivney, a DEA spokesman in
Washington. That compares with
12,639 arrestsin 1992.

The DEA said it eradicated 139
million marijuana plants in 1991,
compared with 272 million plants
in 1992.

Even taking into account that "91
may have been a poor harvest and
that DEA officials are getting more
sophxsucated at search and seizure,
it is clear that production is up, Mc-
Givney said.

!

| Staff writers Karen Auge, Yvonne
Guzman and Domingo Ramirez Jr.
contributed to this report.
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.Jill Pollard, left, and Andrea Palko lean on each other after Channing Freelove’s funeral.

Mourners face grief, shock

The victim of an execution-style
-slaying is remembered as a daughter,
- asister and a friend,

BY TONY DEMARCO
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

They buried Channing Freelove yesterday, but
not the questions surrounding her death.

A few hours before Freelove was eulogized at
Calvary Cathedral and buried in Laurel Land
Memorial Park, Fort Worth policearrested two
women who they believe were lesbian lovers of
Freelove and Melanie Golchert, on suspicion of
solicitation of capital murder.

Word of the arrests only made the moment more
devastating to Patrick Benshetler, a friend and
former roommate of F reelove, who said he knew of
the circumstances that led to Freelove’s death.

“Itshouldn’t have come to this,” Benshetler, 18,
said. “Not over what it was over. It wasn’i worth a
life.”

About 400 people, many of them teen-agers, and
atleast one wearing a Paschal High School letter
Jjacket, came to mourn the loss. Freelove, who was
captain of the Paschal soccer team last year, was
buried in a white casket, a small white teddy bear
beside her. In the casket, written in gold sparkles on
strips of satin was a message from her family:
“Dear Channing, Youare the love of our lives.”

“There’s hope for this day, and his name is
Jesus,” Pastor Bob Nichols said. . . . Life isn’t

_hehad of Free

always fair. But God is.”

Nichols also read a poem written byone of )2
Freelove’s two brothers, Kevin, which said herloss .
would be “forevera shadow in my heart.” S

The Rev. John Worrell, retired from All Saints
Episcopal Church, the church that the Freelove
family used toattend, spoke of the fond memories

iove and hertwo brothers as young i
children — a contrast to her brutal execution-style ./,
death inavacant lot in southwest Fort Worth.

Along procession of cars wound its way through
southwest Fort Worthon a | 5-minute rideto the
cemetery, where under agreen canopy that blocked .
achillingwind on agray, rainy day, the two )
clergymen said their final words,

The Freelove family declined to speak to
reporters. Sodid a few of Freelove’s friends who
made their way to the muddy cemetery grounds.

“The family is so brokenhearted,” Nichols said.
“Whatdoyoudo?I have two daughters. I try to
relatetoit, butIcan’t.”

Afterthe burial ceremony, Benshetler stood with "
two friends, smoking a cigarette. Hesaid thathe
talked to Freelove on the night before her death
and that she predicted an attempton herlife.

*“She told me she was goingtobeshot,”
Benshetlersaid. “That was the first time I saw her
scared. She was fearful of her life. Then Isaw her :
againon Friday. She was totally different. It was /
herbirthday. We were supposed toget together
later that night. I never made it [Herkilling]
happened before that.” /
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‘news that two women had been arrested and accused of soliciting the
killings of Freelove and Melanie Golchert. STORY ON PAGE 10A

F riends of slain student Channing Freelove leave Calvary Cathe-
, dral after her funeral yesterday. Their grief was compounded by
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Campus scene of today

~includesp
confused yout

I
)

Welcome to the fast lane.
~dealing marijuana and hard stuff
samid the reborn drug
1counterculture. Young women, one

ironically voted “Most Flirtatious”
-at her high school, ensnarled in what
ymay have become deadly bisexual
-and lesbian romances.

Ifthisis not your college in 1953
zor mine in 1973, itisalmost every
/collegein 1993. Some “lessons”

learned after class on a college
.campus three months ago came
‘back to mind-yesterday.
Potisback. “It’s natural, like an

-herb,” a sophomore woman said.
“And it mellows out my morthly
icycles. I don’t gain weight. And
snobody gets in fights like when

-angry lover,

The crowd that gathered ik
yesterday at Calvary Cathedraland -
Laurel Land Memorial Park didn’t
want to think about drug _
bootleggers and broken romances,
They came to say goodbye to a star
Paschal High student and athlete, to

the Freelove family’s darling baby
girl.
“Inmany, many years of doing
this,” pastor Bob Nichols said, “this_
is the first time I can only ask God to
Just help me and help you.”
Inabrother’s poem, Nichols said
Freelove’s “dream was to care for
people.”

Friends have said that her love for
others also turned into “let me help

College and high school students

5

you'redrunk.” ‘
Bisexuality is chic. “I want to love

everybody,” a female freshman
said. “Iwant to take care of :
everybody. Idon’tthinkit’srightto

youget some pot,” a near-essential
fashion accessory intoday’s
alternative musicand
entertainment culture.

Herteam leadership, as always,
made her a natural togointo sales.

Andthat is where everything goes
wrong with the back-to-pot
movement, :

The problem with pot is who selis
it. Tobuy pot, somebody has to deal
with the underworld.

And like salesmen everywhere,
drug dealers always “sell you up” to
amoreexpensive and addictive
product.

Channing Freelove and Melanie
Golchert were teen-agersina very
confused world. Marijuana triggers

Bud Kennedy :

ortraits of

onlylove halfthe world.”

Nothingbad can happen to you. If
itdoes, blame it on a bad legal
system or bad parents.

‘SoI’'mnot surprised by what
happened to two young women who
grew up as sweet young girls.

They wound up like dozens of
sweet young boysall over Fort
Worth who thought they were
smart. Until they swam too deep
into the organized-crime drug
underworld.

Meanwhile, according to police
affidavits, Channing Freelove also
wound up like one of every three
women slain in America: She is
believed to have been targeted, not
by some stranger, but by a jealous or

V.
less violence than alcohol, but o
booze has the fix in with politicians;

- Parentssay, “Don’t you ever smi ke
pot” while pouring a glass of wind“g

abeer.

g

Loveand sex can be with

anybody. To settle fights, you gét’v’éﬂ

{

gun. Forgeta picture-book life or. .
honest job: The economy is bad.
Nobody hires young people. Th
baby boomers make all the mone:

No wonder two more good
teen-agers lost their way. 3
And leftall of us very confuse%
™

Bud Kennedy’s column apm”
Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdays a
Saturdays.andinStarTimeonF_‘"
Phone (817) 390-7538, fax (817)

7789, StarText ID 120087, )
28 2
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Harassment complaint

i

Jeads toarrest

2 men jailed in

¥

By M.C. MOEWE
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Police ar-
rested two men last night in the ex-
ecution-style slayings of two Fort
Worth college students who were
found dead last weekend.

The men were being held in lieu of
$500,000 bail each in the slayings of
Channing Freelove, 19, who was a
student at Texas Christian Univer-
sity, and Melanie Golchert, 18, a

slayings, an informant told police
that on the night Freelove was
killed, she was planning to sell a
pound of marijuana to a gang mem-
ber called “Boot,” according to doc-
uments. Freelove was worried be-
cause the gang member had never
purchased that much pot before.

An informant told police that he
had met a stocky man with shqrt
curly hair and unusual eyes at Cir-
elli’s apartment on one occasion, ac-

double killin

student at Tarrant County Junior
College.

A 19-year-old suspect nicknamed
“Boot” and another man, who po-
lice said is 21 or 22 years old, were
arrested in a southwest Fort Worth
grocery store parking lot after police
received a complaint that they were
harassing a store clerk, homicide
Sgt. Paul Kratz said.

At least one of the men was an
acquaintance of Brandi Cirelli, 20,

cording to an arrest warrant af-
fidavit.

“He was a Crip [gang member]
and had noted that each time he saw
[him] he was wearing all blue: a blue
bandanna, blue flannel shirt and
blue T-shirt,” the document states.

Sources say that description fits
Boot.

zzmd her roommate, Sherrie Sikes,
4. :

The two women, who police said |
in an affidavit were involved in a
lesbian love triangle with Freelove, |
were arrested Tuesday morning in |
what police say was a killing-for- ‘
hire conspiracy that targeted |
Freelove.

No formal charges had been filed
against Sikes or Cirelli last night. ,

Early in the investigation of the

When the arrests were made
about 8:30 p.m., the younger man.

was free on bail after being charged /

with attempted capital murder, po- |
lice said, and the older suspect was
frec on bail on a weapons charge, |
police said. g

¥ -

Kratz said last night that both sus-

pects are “known gang members”
with long criminal records.




't Arrest warrants were being pre-
pared for them when police arrested
them in a store parking lot in the
13600 block of Alta Mesa Blvd.
| “This was totally unplanned,”
1 Kratz said.
| Police were interviewing the men
ylate last night, Kratz said. He said
they had only recently developed
‘lenough evidence to seek arrest war-
irants. “In the last 12 to 15 hours,
‘fenough probable cause developed to
‘Uustify an arrest,” he said.
{ Kratz declined to comment last
night on amotive for the killings.
“We have a lot more information
'ithan a few days ago, but I’'m not
/igoing to talk about motive right
ow,” Kratzsaid.

he victims, raised her right arm

tbove her head in a gesture of vic-

—tory and said, “Yes! Yes!” when she

Jearned about the arrests. She
praised detectives, saying they had
been helpful and cooperative.

- :Jon Freelove, Channing

_ Freelove’s father, declined to com-
ment last night.

. Earlier yesterday, Fran Golchert

_said in her first public comments
since her daughter’s body was found
Saturday that Melanie Golchert was
aninnocent victim.

. The mother, who lives in Corpus
Christi, said, “She had an undying
loyalty to her friends, which was a
strength, but it was also a weak-
ness.”

; Fran Golchert and the teen’s sis-
tér, former coach, high school teach-
ers and friends gathered at a Fort
Worth church last night to rebut al-
legations that the 18-year-old junior
cpllege student was involved in bi-

. sexual relationships and drug deal-
ing.

- Golchert, according to police, rel-

atives and friends of the women, |

was not a drug dealer and was not

involved in any lesbian relation-

ships. Police say that the 2% pounds

of a substance believed to be mari-

juana found in Golchert’s apart-
- nient belonged to Freelove.

‘A private funeral for Golchert

was conducted yesterday at St.
John’s Episcopal Church.

.“She was not bisexual. She was
npt a lesbian. She was not a drug

dealer. She was not a pusher. At

most she was a user,” said Patricl;
o \

Benshetler, a confidant

_ Fran Golchert, mother of one of J

EPE‘ Wbr& SWTObamm / Friday, November 19,1993 ]

“It was getting to be too much,”

' Benshetler said. “She told me she |

was going to give him [her supplier]
all the money she could and get
out.”
In the hours before she and her
- friend Golchert were found shot to
| death in a vacant south Fort Worth
' field, friends of the Texas Christian
University student say Freelove was
frantically trying to get back 15

lieved had been stolen.
‘ Benshetler said Freelove told him
she suspected that Cirelli and Sikes
were responsible for the theft.

Freelove told a friend that she
| suspected that Cirelli and Sikes
stole 8 pounds of marijuana shortly
after a Nov. 4 burglary at her Park
Hill Drive apartment, according to
 the 17-year-old friend. The friend
said he introduced Freelove to Cir-
ellifour months ago.

“She came over late that day and
said everything was stolen. She
asked me if I thought they would set
| [the burglary] up. I told her I
| thought they would.”

Freelove told friends she also sus-
pected that Sikes and Cirelli were

| responsible for a second burglary at

| her Park Hill apartment the day be-
fore she was killed, in which 7 ad-
ditional pounds of marijuana was
stolen, friends say.

After the first burglary, Freelove
fearfully approached her supplier
about the problem, said the 17-year-
old, who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity.,

| . “After she talked to the guy she
| got the weed from, she wasn’t that
worried,” the friend said. “She
wasn’t scared; she was” angry.

The supplier then fronted
 Freelove 7 more pounds of mari-
i juana and advised her to act casu-
. ally with Cirelli and Sikes in hope of
getting the drugs back, friends say
Freelove told them. But the new
marijuana soon disappeared in the
same manner, they said.
| The second burglary occurred

|| while Freelove and Sikes were out

eating breakfast, according to
friendsand police reports.
“Channing accused her of being
the one who stole the substance, . . .
Sherrie was making a big deal that

Freelove’s who works locally as a| she couldn’t have done it because
cook. “She happened to be at the they were together,” Benshetler

wrong place at the wrong time.”

Friends say that Freelove, a col-

said.
The friend said Freelove had

| lege freshman, had made plans in often supplied Sikes and Cirelli with
the days before her death to move an ounce of marijuana here and

back in with her parents and escape there and that they continued to call \

the world of drug dealing.

her for drugs.

| pounds of marijuana that she be- |

e

“They kept calling her for a bag,”
the friend said. “Brandi never had a
lot of weed; she always had just
enough.”

Police confiscated 4 pounds of
marijuana when Cirelli and Sikes

' were arrested Tuesday at their
| southwest Fort Worth apartment.
| Police have said that the pot was
' believed to have been taken from
/ Freelove’s apartment.

Benshetler said he spoke to

| Freelove’s longtime lover, who ap-

( parently was not associated with the
| recent events, on the night before

|
|
|

Freelove and Golchert were killed,
and she said Freelove was going to
“drop a pound off and she’s coming
back.”

Golchert simply went along for
the ride, the friends said. Neither
fri%nd heard from them again, they
said.

Freelove’s disastrous drug-
dealing career was a short one, both
friends of Freelove said. It wasn’t

‘until six months ago, one friend
said, that she could obtain large
quantities of marijuana.

Her clientele grew quickly, the 17-
year-old said. “Within weeks, she
was buying 4 or 5 pounds. She was
good ateverything she did.”

She met Cirelli on the job when
th_e 17-year-old introduced mutual

friends in a drug deal four months

|ago, the friend said. “We met in a

' parking lot,” he said. “I pulled up
with Brandi and we got the stuffand.
left.” |

Later, the teen-ager mentioned
Cirelli to Freelove and Freelove
asked to meet her, the friend said, so-
he took Freelove to Cirelli’s apart-
ment one afternoon. “They hit it off
pretty good right away,” the friend
said. “They went off together for

| about six hours. Me and another
friend just hungaround.”

From mid-September to mid-
October, Cirelli and Freelove lived

| together, the friend said. The rela-

. tionship ended, the friend said,
'« when Sikes, Cirelli’s former lover,
" showedup.
| “Channing told me that’s when
| they started having their prob-
- lems,” the friend said.
Later, the friends said, Freelove
had a whirlwind two-week romance
| with Sikes, ;
“They moved in together,” he
. said. “It just happened.”

Staff writers Kathy Sanders, Bob
Mahlburg, Bill Hanna and Jennifer
. Briggscontributedtothisreport. ' |



Sgt. Paul Kratz, a homici
suspects in the shooting
Freelove and Melanie Golchert.
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de detective, speaks about the arrest of t_wo
deaths of Fort Worth students Channing

Disturbance prompts
early arrest of suspects

BYKATHY SANDERS
AND BILLHANNA
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Even as
detectives were writing war-
rants for two gang members
suspected of killing two college
students, another twist in the
bizarre case landed the accused
killersinjail.

By happenstance — as police
laid their plans to arrest the sus-
pects last night — the suspects
walked into a southwest Fort

Worth Sack N Save grocery |

store and caused a disturbance,
witnesses and police said.

“We received a call that three
males were ... harassing the
clerk in the store,” Sgt. Tim
Ellis said. The call went to po-
liceat 7:58 p.m.

An unidentified employee at
the store, 3451 Altamesa Blvd.,
said that the men entered the
store and split up. One of them
immediately began harassing
the clerk in the deli.

The employee said that the
suspect kept asking the deli
clerk her name and saying that
he was a gang member and that
she should do what he said,

“He said most people do

what he says 'cause he’s in a
gang,” said the employee. “He
told her, ‘You better do what I
say, woman, you better do what

I say.Q ”

The employee said that the
men then began asking other
employees the deli clerk’s name

and what kind of car she drove '

before the men left the store,

Then the men harassed peo-
ple outside the store until the
pql;ce arrived, the employee
said.

Ellis said that when officers °

arrived, officer Don Hanlon
“recogng'zed one ofthemen asa
suspect in the killing of the two
girls.”

Hanlon called detectives,
who were busy writing capital
murder arrest warrants on two
of the men, and was told to take
them to the detectives’ office,
Ellis said.

Homicide Sgt. Paul Kratz
said that detectives completed
the warrants just as the men ar-
rived at the police station.

The third man, who has not
been identified, is not believed
to have been involved in the
slayings.

I\..
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‘Events surrounding
students’ slayings
spur media interest

BY TIMMADIGAN

AND RUTHM. BoND
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — The shoulders of Paschal High
‘School Principal Anita Whiteside sagged as she sat in =

her office yesterday afternoon.
“I've been dragged through it,” she

said, gesturing

toward a telephone message near ‘her desk. “Now

Hard Copy called.”

The tabloid TV show was calling about Melanie
Golchert and Channing Freelove, both first-year col-
lege students who were only six months removed from
life at Paschal when their bodies, shot execution-style,
were discovered early Saturday morning.

Hard Copy wasn’t calling to inquire about

* (MoreonSLAYINGS onPage18) -

Golchert’s and Freelove’s academic
achievements or prominence as ath-
Jetes. Since the news was first re-
ported, Whiteside has been inun-
dated with request after request for

interviews. A
The first news reports cast the vic-

tims in a rather positive light — two
‘bright, pretty women who died at
the hands of an unknown killer.,

Golchert was a student at Tarrant

County Junior College; Freelove, a
high school honor student, was at-
tending Texas Christian University.

Then the reports changed. In the
next few days, headlines reported
that police believed that drugs
played a part in the killings. Then
police announced that they had ar-
rested two women and arrest war-
rant affidavits said that the slayings
were sex- and drug-related.

Investigators continued yester-
day to sift through the accounts of
the young women’s lifestyles and ac-
tivities in an attempt to find the
killer or killers. Police declined to
comment yesterday other than to
say that no additional arrests have
been made. '

Two women who a police af-
fidavit says were former lovers of
Freelove’s were arrested Tuesday
morning. Sherrie Lynn Sikes, 24,
and Brandi Michelle Cirelli, 20,
each remained jailed on about
$60,000 bail. _

They are accused of trying to hire
an acquaintance to kill Freelove and
of possession of marijuana. How-
ever, the women have not been
charged in theslayings. .

~ Additionally, Cirelli is being held

on a hot check warrant and Sikes
had more than $300 in traffic fines
placed against her yesterday.

At Paschal, the slayings and
equally shocking aftermath have
dominated - conversation among
students. Some instructors dis-
cussed the tragedy with the stud_ents
in class, urging them to be cautious
and to seek counseling if needed. :

| “Everybody’s talking about IE:
| teachers, principals, everybody,
Mike Kelly, an 18-year-old senior,
| said yesterday. “It’s really affected
the school, because a lot of people

RO

" used toknow those girls.”
On Tuesday afternoon, students,
| teachers and administrators left the
campus early to attend Freelove’s
funeral,

“Grief, then there’s been shock,
then back to grief, then anger that
our school has been spread all over
the news,” Whiteside said of faculty
reaction to this week’s news. “What
1s this going to do to our school and
wlgat kind of negative pall is this
goingto have overour school?”

Whiteside, meanwhile, has seen
newspaper, TV and radio reporters
frqrr} across the Metroplex set up a
minicamp of vans, cameras and
other equipment across the street
from the school.

The slayings and subsequent re-
ports are “incredible Hollywood
material,” said TCU Jjournalism
Professor Anantha S. Babbili.

“Sex and money,” said KXAS/
Channel 5 News Director Dave
Overton. ’

“Sex and drugs,” said WFAA/
Channel 8 News Director John
Miller. !

“We’re looking into it,” said a
representative of Hard Copy, ‘the
syndicated news show. “Just as we
dowith any sensational story, where
there could be more than meets the
eye.”

At least two book publishers are
making inquiries about commis-
sioning what Mark Hulme, chief ex-
ecutive officer of The Summit
Group, a Fort Worth publisher,
callsan “instant book.” :

“This is definitely a possibility
for us,” said Summit Managing
Editor Mike Towle. “We’ve been
discussing it informally since Tues-
day morning.” Since then, Towle
said, the news has taken so many
twists and turns that an intriguing
story ‘“‘is now becoming a super-
intriguing story. T

“Of course,” Towle said, “I don’t
want to do anything to glorify what
hasgone on here.” -

Although Babbili agrees that this
current case is “‘definitely a national
story,” he said that news of this sort
does not necessarily result in jour-
nalism’s finest moments, j

“Stories of such a sensational ha-
Lure should be accompanied by an
analysis of society’s agenda,” Bab-
bili said. “And that kind of analyti-
callink is not always made.”

Staff writers Kathy Sanders and
Steven Cole Smith contributed to
report. i H0Of



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A time for privacy

Channing Freelove and Melanie |

Golchert were the victims in a tragic homi-
cide case. When lives end dramatically, a
spotlight shines on all involved. {

In this tragedy, we seem to have lost sight
of any right to privacy the victims should
haye. All warts and seams are being ex--
plored in that media spotlight. This is a
shame and a needless cruelty for those left
behind. It was once the ethic that revealing
information about victims was not bandied
about unnecessarily. ~

Often, victims have some complicity in
their deaths. Mistakes are made. But we all
make mistakes. We forget to lock a door.
We extend loyalty to friends who may not
deserve it. We éxtend trust to those who do
not merit trust. We love inappropriately.
For most of us, the result is only chagrin,
not a tragic death. But it could be.

Let us hope that if the spotlight of tragedy
falls on us, our neighbors and the media will
be more charitable about our foibles than in
this case. That these young women made
mistakes in no way diminishes the loss to
our society that their deaths leave.

; Laurel Paulson
Arlington

Number, please

By his own admission, Tarrant County
Sheriff David Williams entered a personal
criminal identification number into the de-

partment’s computer “in the interest of ef-
ficiency.” His excuse for this was to have a
standby number in case he was arrested for
any number of reasons, such as having an
overcrowded jail or for contempt-of-court
orders. Being an elected official, he felt he
deserved an “express lane” in the booking

process.

Tarrant County has never had a sheriff
arrested for the overcrowded jail. The Tar- '

rant County Jail has operated for several
years under a variance from the Texas

Commission on Jail Standards because of

the overcrowded conditions. The commis-
sion is well aware that the Tarrant County

government and taxpayers are working

hard torelieve the problem.

If Williams is afraid of being arrested for,|
contempt in disregarding a judge’s court”
orders, he nged only respect the order and

carry out his official duties. It is not his
decision whether a judge is right or wrong.

The Texas Penal Code states that a false |

entry into our governmental records is
against the law. Maybe District Attorney
Tim Curry could give us a ruling to en-
lighten the taxpayers who foot the bill for
county government.

We can only hope that Williams has not
established a precedent or another loophole
in our laws for the drug kingpins to have
standby criminal identification numbers in
order to get back to their line of work on our
streets in “the interest of efficiency.”

Lowrie .
Fort Worth

A salute toall

There comes the time when the words *“a
jobwell done™ must be said. f

For the past nine weeks, 33 bailiffs have
attended the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Training Center. During this period, the
Tarrant County bailiffs, security officers,
security deputies and all the jailers on loan
1o the courts have done an outstanding job.
Every court has been covered in a profes-
sional manner.

1 would also say a special thanks to mem- -

bers of the Tarrant County sheriff’s training
staff for their outstanding teaching in their
usual studious way. Again, a job well done.
Tony Wise
Chief bailiff/security
Tarrant County Sheriff’s Department



By MAXB. BAKER

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Some of Betty Marshall’s dreams died in
a Tarrant County Courthouse on July 1,

1992. That’s when George Lott gunned
-down her husband, Chris Marshall, in the

2nd Court of Appeals courtroom.
But Matshall is keeping one dream alive

by running for the state Court of Criminal §

Appeals in 1994 against incumbent Judge

Chuck Miller. Miller switched from the
Democratic to the Republican Party this {

year.

said Marshall, 47, the assistant chief in the
Tarrant County district attorney’s appel-
late division. “But that’s not the reason I’m
running. I'm qualified for the job.”

Although Marshall has never run for of-
fice before, she said the Democratic Party
approached her about seeking the bench. If
she is elected, she said, she will be the first
woman to serve on that court.

Wifeof George

“This is something he wanted to do,”

Wilde :

of George Lott victim
nmmngforappe’l]ate Judge

 Wilder may turn in his badge: Tom
| Wilder, the confidant of Sheriff David Wil-
- liams who has been nicknamed the “Shad-
ow Sheriff,” is considering running for Tar-
rant County district clerk, sources said.
Wilder ran for Commissioners Court in
1984 and 1988 against Bob Hampton. The
district clerk, fellow Republican Tom
Hughes, is considering running for Texas
state treasurer. Among the other Republi-

~ cans considering the race is Clete McAlis-

ter, the operations manager in the district'
clerk’s office.



have killed others,
police say

Investigators see similarities in
) | unsolved drug-related deaths

BY KATHY SANDERS
AND MAX B. BAKER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — Homicide in-
vestigators broadened their scrutiny
yesterday of two capital murder sus-
pects who they said may be respon-
sible for at least three more unsolved
killings in Fort Worth, officials said.
The suspects — Melvin James

“Boot” White II, 19, and Darron De-
Shone Curl, 22, both of Fort Worth
— were acquaintances of two female
college students found shot to death
execution-style a week ago, police
said.

White and Curl were arrested
Thursday night in connection with
the women’s deaths.

They also associated with two

women who were arrested this week
and are accused in a separate incident
of trying to hire someone to kill Chan-
ning Freelove, one of the slain
women, police said.

However, police said they do not
have evidence that Curl and White
were hired to kill Freelove and Mela-
nie Golchert.

“The evidence [of a successful

murder-for-hire plot] at this point, is
not there. At this point, they are not
related,” said Lt. Pat Kneblick, a po-
lice spokeswoman, referring to the
cases against the two women and the
two men.

The thread that connected all six —
the four suspects and two victims —
was drugs. “All the people involved

(Moreon SUSPECTS on Page 5)

' Melvin White IT




.-an apartment balcony and then

were acquaintances of each other
- regarding the narcotic involve-
- ment,” Kneblick said.

The arrests of White and Curl
came as both were out on bail and
awaiting trial on other charges —

White and Curl, whom police de-  whito on acharge of attempted cap-

scribed as Crips gang members with :
long criminal records, remained
Jailed last night in the slayings of |
two high school friends: Freelove, a
19-year-old student at Texas Chris-l'
tian University, and Golchert, an
18-year-old part-time student at
Tarrant County Junior College,

Bail on each man was set at
$500,000 pending formal charges,
which authorities say they expect to,
be filed next week. :

“It appears to be a pretty good
case against the two gentlemen,”
Kneblick said.

However, officials would not re-
lease any details of the case, includ-
ing a motive for the killings. State
District Judge Sharen Wilson sealed
documents outlining why the men
werearrested.

' 1tal murder in a convenience store [

robbery and Curl on a weapons
charge. '

White’s record also shows arrests
on charges of unlawfully carrying a
weapon, sexual assault and evading
arrest. He is awaiting trial on all the
charges.

Curl has been convicted of theft

between $750 and $20,000, bur- |

glary of a vehicle and filing a false
alarm.

White lived off and on with his
parents in a small house just south
of Altamesa Boulevard, about a
mile from the Creekside Apart-
ments, where Curl lives with his
mother and stepfather.

‘White’s father, Melvin J. White,
is an assembly line inspector at*

At a news conference yesterday, - | Lockheed F ort Worth Co. who is

Kneblick announced that the two
men were also possible suspects in {
other slayings within the past year, ‘
based on similarities in the way the
victims were killed.

Not all those slayings are drug-
related, Kneblick said, but all in-
volve victims who were shot in the
head. Freelove was shot in the neck,
and Golchert was shot in the head.

Kneblick declined to be more spe-
cific about which killings police
were looking at. She said detectives
are looking back *“as far as almost a
year ago, and more and more num-
bers are coming up.” Officials had
found three similar killings so far,
shesaid.

Kneblick also stressed that the ar-
rests of the two men were separate
from the arrests Tuesday of Brandi
Cirelli, 20, and her roommate, Sher-
rie Sikes, 24. Cirelli and Sikes were

- arrested on suspicion of trying to

hire someone to kill Freelove, who
was reported to be their former
lover. No charges have been filed
against Cirelli and Sikes.

Curl lived across the hall from
Cirelli and Sikes at Creekside
Apartments.

Arrest warrant affidavits for Cir-
elli and Sikes say that two other
young men reported that the women
tried to hire them to kill Freelove
after a violent confrontation in
which Freelove tried to Jjump from.

pulled a gun on the other two
women.

The affidavit also says that the
gun was wrestled from Freelove,
Sikes beat on her and Cirelli told her
neverto come back, , :

i
{
|
[

scheduled to be laid off Monday.
His mother, Caroline, is co-owner
of a ceramic and collectable storeon
West Seminary Drive in Fort
Worth.

“My son wouldn’t kill anybody,”
Caroline White said yesterday. “My
son gives money to people who

 don’thaveany money to eat.”

Melvin White said his son got his
nickname, “Boot,” when he was 7
months old because he used to jump

' inside his father’s boots and walk. It
- was a happy memory, but yesterday
. he found little to smile about when
. talking about his son, whom he de-

scribed as bright but troubled.
Although the younger White
scored high on aptitude tests, his
fathersaid, he dropped out of school
in the ninth grade, The teen is good-
hearted at home, his father said, but

- he added that he doesn’t know how

his son acts “when he’s out with the
people he runs with.”

“He claims he wasn’t with no
gang, but I got an inner feeling he

is,” the elder White said, shaking his |

" head.

“I know he’s been running with
this group, and I told him to stay
away from them. I told him over
and over that if you run with a bad

crowd that do the bad stuff, theyare

going to pick him up along with the
crowd,” he said.
The elder White said he has not
 talked to his son since his arrest. He
learned about the accusations from
one of the teen’s girlfriends, who
used to live with the family along
with the baby she had with the teen.

~ “I don’t think he’d be someone
that would try to bump someone
off,” the fathersaid.
’ Kimberlie Landers, one of t.he
teen’s girlfriends who works with

| his mother in the ceramics store,

| said the younger White is a member
of the Crips gang but that doesn’t
mean he would kill someone.

“He’s got his good days and his
bad days, but his bad days are never

' thisbad,” Landers said.

Another former girlfriend who

asked to not to be named for fear of

' other gang members said that the
younger White and Curl would not
commit violent crimes. “They talk a
lot of stuff, but I don’t think they’d
doit,” shesaid.

She described White initially as a
“little nerdlike, a bookworm” in
high school who later changed. “He
was real good in school like with his
grades and stuff. He read a lot,” she
said.

The Whites moved to Fort Worth

’ from Corpus Christi in 1986, when
\
|

the elder White retired from the
Army. ;

Curl’s mother, Mary Reed,140,
' said she believes that her son i'%n-
' nocent. :
"I don’t feel my child would do
- something like that,” Reed said. I
| would say it’s a matter of Darron
' picking the wrong friends,”

Her son called her yesterdhy
morning with the news of his arrést,
shesaid. s

“He was upset about it,” Rééd
said. “He said he would cooperate
with them inany way possible.” =@

Curl attended Crowley High
School but dropped out before grad-
uation, she said. Although he didn't
play school sports, he was an avid
basketball fan. If her son was in a
gang, she wasn’t aware of it, she

| said. 38
“They know I didn’t condohe
stufflike that,” she said. “He knows

' Iwould pressure him.”
S writers M.C. Moewe and Bob
Mghlburg_ contributed to this report.
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“One deal away from

Channing Freelove told
friends that she would

deliver her last shipment of [Melanie Golchert, 18, another

.juana ~model student and athlete, who
ke and then €8CaAPE “riends say had just gone along for

the dark world of drugs the ride and never returned.
But the web she was ~ ,r
caught in was e Unraveling the web

T As police worked to crack the case
last week, they began unraveling a
iangle of bizarre plots, bisexual jeal-
,ousies and dangerous gang mem-
. bers.

.. Two women arrested Tuesday
‘had sexual relationships with
Freelove and are accused of trying

hire someone to take Freelove’s
life for motives loosely described as

F ORTWORTE - Chakinikg Freafbve \4eYoLYine sex a0 drugh, peconding

e:cape-proof...and fatal.

By Robert Camuto
and Jack Z. Smith
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

seemed to flower in the world of honor fo gg;ﬁ%g;‘go isa high school

soc ieties, girls soccer and the high school
soc ial scene.

¢ he drowned, authorities say, in a world
ap. rt from the high achievers of Paschal
Hi th School, the corner yogurt shop and y of sex, drugs and death.

tony Forest Park. "' As Freelove moved deeper into

" reelove, 19, was a Texas Christian 4! i
Ut iversity scholarship freshman whose "-gfit;n:;l (::Sv ‘;{,‘f qﬁfck?ﬂﬁfﬁl :f,'f;

|bo ly was found shot execution-styleina
fie dinsouth Fort Worth eight daysago. ! gj;:: ;tw::;%m&;:&:gﬁi
Th :police investigation, and numerous  ‘gn4 police found a .38-caliber gun
intzrviews with friends, many of whom ‘I (e waistband of et jeans
recuested anonymity, isrevealing that in 3 The two men arrested laté Thurs-
recent molndth?;he made her final descent day as prime suspects in the deaths
intoa world of big-time drug dealing, loose ;
bisexual liaisons and violence. aggf;r;:t{l: 1;)1;\1(1)‘1: s;:g Tr?mr:;
Perhaps the tragedy is made even more investigation in thrqe other killin'gsA
poignant by what Freelove — known by her fgne igf t;‘elfg’_Me:lrv_:)dea?::th l:
friends as *“Chica” — told friends: She ““ﬁoot v bl v)\’ras out on bail on a
gl:tn(;\;; to turn her life around after one a8 arge of attempted capital murder.
She would settle her drug-dealing debts, F,X;:::,: _wf?u ot;l:ai‘:: zgnﬁ‘zle‘::g’e
shesaid. She’d move back home with her ' 8 had told fﬁends just hours before
parentsand complete her premed studies. i;hTe died she was going 1o meet 10
Her dream wasto get marrieg!, have v e drop offa pound” of marijuana
children and settle into the picture-perfect - The other suspect in the killings is

dropout who befriended members
.of a Crip gang, friends said. Sherrie
gikes is a tough 24-year-old who
- ‘moved from job to job and wrote

anew life

I don’t know how many times
she [ Freelove] told me she wanted
to get married and have kids and
have a normal life,” Benshetler re-
called. “She wasn’t lesbian. She was
bisexual. She told me the only rea-
son why she was doing it was be-
cause she was young and wanted to
experiment while she could.”

Adventuresome experimen-
tation ;

On the surface, Channing
Freelove seemed to have it all:
brains, athletic ability, great looks
and a winning smile.

Whatever the source of her prob-
lems, she sought the temporary ref-
uge of drugs.

“She tried it, and it was so much
fun,” a friend said. “It was a release
from everything.”

Friends described Freelove as an
adventurous type in all aspects of
herlife, including drugs. !

“She was not afraid to try any-
thing new. . .. She’s the type who

would have bungee-jumped,” a

friend said.

Until the end of her life, one adult
whom Freelove confided in was
Paschal’s former soccer coach, Vida
Trevino, who had explored
Freelove'sdrug use.

“Through her sophomore year
and the summer and beginning of
her junior year . . . both her parents
and I had worked with her to help
get her back on track,” Trevinosaid.
“] felt like by her senior year cer-
tainly she had her life turned
around.”

Her former high school class-
mates, however, tell a different
story. ‘

“normal” life that had eluded her and her
friends. ; Darron Deshone Curl, 22, who
Patrick Benshetler, 18, a confidant of lived in the same apartment com-
Freelove, said of his close friend, “When plex where Freelove had once
you're 18 and onyourown. . . [dealing] i roomed with Cirelli.
addictive and it’shard to say noand it’s Benshetler and other friends de-
scary tosay no.Once yougetinit’shardto | scribed Freelove as bisexual,
getout.” Golchert as heterosexual.
And into that world Freelove took

(M_ore on WOMEN on Page 12)

Freelove, current and former stu-
dents say, was the girl on campus
with connections.

“If you needed anything — acid,
hemp, coke — you went to her,”
said one Paschal senior.

Trevino said that the lure of drug-
dealing for Freelove was money.

At home there were financial |
troubles. Freelove’s parents filed for |

bankruptcy in federal court last

year, listing liabilities of $466,585 |
and assets of only $24,530. They |

gompleted bankruptcy proceedings
in April. ‘




! .

Freelove’s parents declined to be

interviewed. ;

“Even though she was real smart
and always made good grades, work
always came before it, because she
Freelove] needed the money. ...
She never asked for money from her
parents,” said a former soccer team-
mate.
. Two longtime friends of Freelove

said they believe she lacked a strong
emotional rapport with her parents.

“There wasn’t any kind of close-
ness with her parents. ... I just
don’t think there was any kind of
relationship there,” one friend said.

The friend said that Freelove’s
lack of closeness to her parents
showed in many little ways: when
she brought a friend to her house,
she wouldn’t bother to introduce
her parents; or when Freelove had a
change of plans, she wouldn’t in-
form them.

Afatal friendship

At Paschal, Golchert and
Freelove became fast friends. They
were both good students, athletic,
popularand good-looking. And they
liked to party.

“They were pretty close to insepa-
rable,” said the friend. “Melanie
was more preppie. She wore cute
litle matching outfits and that kind

*of thing ing was more of a

ege part time
ing full time at a
store. Friends

- dance, k concerts (U2,
- Sting and EltonJohn were favorite

g
2
2
2
g
8
2
3
<
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mals,” recalls one friend, Efren
CabanJr. [l he

Golchert’s mpathetic streak
drew the two young women to-
gether. J

Golchert “kniw she [Freelove] re-
ally needed help mentally” and was
sympatheticto ler, said David Oba-

diah, a friznd ofGolchert.
. Golchert’s nother said that on

one occasion, vhen she expressed
| concern to Melinie about her close
| association wita Freelove, Melanie
| responded enphatically: “You
| can’t stop me?*from being Chan-
| ning’sfriend.” | :
. Even beforeher high school days
. were over, Fretlove left home. She
lived in a howe near Berry Street
with a group pf friends including.
Benshetler ard a former soccer
teammate. |

& “It was hippie drugs: pot and
@cid,” explained Benshetler of the
“parties there. “There was no deal-
 -ing. Just friends hanging out being
friends. Being cool. No crystal. No
- _powders. Just hanging out and good

‘times.”
- Sometime in the spring, the

youths in the house dispersed:

“Freelove, her lover and Golchert to’
an apartment on Rogers Road.

= About that same time, Benshetler
-said, the lure of fast money led
Freelove deeper and deeper into

dealing drugs.

. Benshetler said he did not know
how Freelove met her dealer, but
whoever it was, it was big-time. She
got bigger and bigger and deeper
and deeper. Within four months she
was dealing pounds and pounds,

Benshetlersaid.

About two months ago, Freelove
and her longtime lover had a fight,
and Freelove took up with Cirelli,
whom she reportedly had known

through her drug-dealing.

Intothe dark world

In Cirelli, Freelove found a young
woman who apparently had several
lovers, male and female. Visitors to
the apartment on Westcreek Drive
in southwest Fort Worth were fre-
quent. One recent boyfriend left her
apartment after a month, after a

fight in which he admitted to
bloodying her face.

It was also a place where men who
purported to be gang members, with
names like “Boot” and “Black” and
“Old Man,” gathered, drank malt
liquor and smoked, said friends and
neighbors of Cirrelli and Sikes.

“They knew Brandi. They hung
around her apartment,” said one
friend. “They thought she was a cool
person.”

Cirelli, a Burleson native, had
also been a confused youth with
problems dating back before high
school. Her father was twice-
divorced. She complained to
friends about her unhappy home
life and moved in with her grand-
mother at 16, friends and acquain-
tances said.

*“She’s had a really tough life,”
explained one longtime friend.
“She’s never really felt wanted by
her family.”

Castleberry High School teacher
Pat Hardy remembers Cirelli when
she was a 16-year-old student strug-
gling to turn her life around.

!

said. “I think, if she'd get some

~ counseling, she could be a real good

8ir -’7
Former employers in Fort Worth

e including a TCU-area dog-
. grooming shop and the White El-

ephant Saloon, where she worked as
acocktail waitress — tell a story of a
confused young woman who would
show up for work red-eyed or not at

| all

Darrell Hohman, a manager of
the White Elephant, remembered
the “wild stories” Sikes told of her
adventures, including an incident
when Sikes said she was shot.

“I really think she exaggerated

things, always making herself out to

be tough. Her mannerisms, every-
thing. She wanted you to think ‘I can
handle myself. I can take care of
myself.” ”

Messages of despair

Sikes poured the depths of her
angst into poems that she left be-
hind at the house of her 17-year-old
friend. Although there are at least
two handwriting styles in the pa-
pers, they cover similar themes,
with titles like Nothingness, Live
and Die, and Be Home in Time for
Hell. ;

Sikes wrote in one passage: “Take
my life I can’t use it, always turns
out thatI abuseit.”

Freelove’s relationship with Sikes
was like her relationship with Cir-
elli: stormy and short-lived.
Freelove quickly grew jealous when
she thought Sikes had turned her
attention to another friend. It was
shortly after that that Sikes and Cir-
elli moved in together, friends of
Cirelli and Sikes said.

Early this month, according to
police, Freelove went to Cirelli and
Sikes’ apartment. Overcome with
jealousy, Freelove threatened to kill
herself, brandishing a gun and
threatening to jump off a balcony.

From there, Freelove’s life went

from bad to worse. 7
In two incidents — on Nov. 5 and
again on the day before she died —

Freelove’s newly rented townhome

in the Forest Park area was burglar-
 ized, according to police affidavits.
' A total of 15 pounds of marijuana
| were reportedly stolen, and she ac-
| cused Sikes and Cirelli. .

| Friends said that the incidents

left her more than $11,000in debtto

| her drug supplier. And in the last

- days of her life she openly expressed
fears that he would kill her.



Friday, Nov. 12, % reelove

. 19th birthday. She went to‘herp“’ir :

ents and made a confession.
told them that she had been g

drugs and owed a dealer $6, 000 a‘c- |

cordingto police records.

Police have not said whether h'er “

parents agreed or refused to give her
the money. Her mother did lend
Freelove her 1984 Oldsmobile
sedan.

About 10:30 p.m., according to
reports, she left her longtime lover’s
apartment, saying that she had to
deliver a pound of marijuana to the
man known as Boot. g

At 4 a.m. a bicyclist found the
fully clothed bodies of Freelove and
Golchert in a vacant lot off Loop
820 in southwest Fort Worth. Their
bodies were face-down in the dirt gn
opposite sides of Freelove’s moth-
er’s car. Freelove was shot once in
the neck and Golchert several timés
inthe head.

Fran Golchert, Melanie’ smother
has been left to ponder questions
about her daughter’s life and death.

“We all have a million-dollar
question,” said Fran Golcheft
“And that is, why did she go with
Channing? We may never have that
question answered.”

Staff writers M.C. Moewe, Kathy
Sanders, Thomas Korosec, Hollace
Weiner and Bob Mahlburg contrlb-
uted to this report.

Channing Freelove: Wanted to
move home, friends say

“As I understand, she had gone to
some kind of youth camp or church
camp. . . trying to straighten her life
up,” Hardy recalls.

Although Cirelli “was not aca-
demically a good student ... she
had a good personality and ... a
sweetness about her,” Hardy said.
*““She was a kind of Dolly Parton or
Marilyn Monroe voluptuous-
looking girl. She had very striking
eyes, these bxg oldeyes.”

An acquaintance of Cirelli recalls
a soft, human side. Early last sum-
mer, Cirelli was attempting to estab-
lish a closer relationship with her
father, whom she had seen very lit-
tle.

“She invited him over for dinner
and was all excited about making
him cheesecake. He came over and
she said it was real nice,” the ac-
quaintance said.

Shaky relationships

In their few weeks living together

Melanie Golchert: Reportedly was
justalong for the ride

this fall, Freelove and Cirelli had a
tumultuous relationship.

According to Benshetler,
Freelove became angry because she
found herself giving Cirelli more
money and drugs. “‘She started com-
plaining that Brandi was using her,”
Benshetler said.

Freelove left the apartment and
took up with Sikes. !

Sikes, a graduate of Waco High
School, had been another child from
a broken home. Her stepfather and
mother, who live in White Settle-
ment, declined to comment for this
report.

According to a 17-year-old and
his father — both of whom spoke on
the condition of anonymity — Sikes
lived in their south Fort Worth
home on and off for more than a
year. "

“It was more like she bummed

here for one and a half years,” the
father said. “She’d show up and say, |

‘Hi, Ineed tocrash.’
“You feel so sorry for her,” he
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«“The motive was robbery,” As-
;plstant Dlstnct Attomey Terri
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wFORT JWORI’H One of two

f2 college women, official says

- Moore sald of the double homicide.
*“This wasa dope ripoff.”

Darron Deshone *“Taz” Curl and

- Melvin James “Boot” White II have
“been charged with murder in the

deaths of Channing Freelove and
Melanie Golchert. Roommates
Sherrie Sikes and Brandi Cirelli are

- accused of trying to hire two other
- peopletokill Freelove.

Sikes and Cirelli told police that
Curl “would always talk a lot about

Anaffidavit released Yésterday indicates that a
suspect had eyes on the large amount of marijuana
thatone of the victims was believed to have.

killing Chanmng when he vnsxted
one of the women when she was

alone, the affidavit says.

“On numerous occasions, Taz. 4
had confronted Sherrie about kill-
ing Channing. They related that Taz
and Boot realized how much dope

Yesterday, the .Fort Worth Star-
Telegram obtained a heavily edited
copy from prosecutors,

Moore said that 11 of the 54 para-
graphs in the affidavit were blacked
out to protect the identity of a confi-

- dential informant. Among reasons

cited for sealing the document were
protecting the informant and limit-
ing the pubhcxty surrounding the
case.

Both Curl and White remained in

Channing was dealing and would
‘likely have in her possess:on,” the
-affidavitsays. .~
‘District Judge Sharen Wilson,

tors, sealed the affidavits after Curl
and White were arrested Nov. 18.

the Tarrant County Jail in lieu of
$500,000 bail each yesterday.

Freelove, a Texas Christian Uni-
versity premed scholarship student
who turned 19 the day she was
killed, and her high school friend
Golchert, an 18-year-old Tarrant
County Junior College student,
were found dead about 3:30 a.m.
Nov. 13 beside their car in a vacant
lot.

(More on CHARGES on Page 6)

_acting on a motion from prosecu-



Charges

An autopsy showed that Freelove
had been shot once in the neck, sev-
ering her spinal cord, and Golchert
‘had been shot at least twice in the
head. The affidavit says that a .380-
caliber handgun was probably the
weapon.

Both White and Curl are Project
Watts Crips gang members and
have been arrested before with .380-'
caliber handguns in their posses-
sion, the affidavit says. White is a
purported leader of the gang, it says.
. Freelove and Golchert were last
seen alive about 10:30 p.m. Nov. 12
as they were leaving Golchert’s
apartment. Golchert’s roommate
told police that the women were
going to conduct a drug deal with a
gang member named Boot.

The roommate told police that
Freelove talked to White twice that
night and “the last conversation [
she] had with . . . Boot, he stated he
did not care about the quality of the
marijuana,” the affidavit says.

amounts of marijuana to White
fore, was going to meet him that

o

‘night to sell him a pound of mari-

Juana, theaffidavit says.

The roommate said she became
concerned when Freelove and
Golchert didn’t return. She told in-
vestigators that when Freelove
made drug deals, she was gone only
about 45 minutes or would call to
say why she was late, the affidavit
says. - R

During the investigation,
Detective Larry Steffler “received
information from numerous sourc-
es naming Boot and Taz as the per-
sons responsible for committing
these offenses,” the affidavit says. It
provides no further details.

Police and friends said Freelové.-
Sikes, Cirelli and White all were ac-

quaintances. Sikes and Cirelli both

were reportedly ex-lovers of
Freelove’s and also were involved in

drugs, police said, and White and

Curl were frequent visitors at Sikes

and Cirelli’s apartment.

Sikes, 24, and Cirelli, 20, have

been charged with solicitation of |
capital murder. They are accused of

trying to hire two different men to
kill Freelove because they were tired
of her “high school games” and be-
lieved she *“was bad for [drug] busi-
ness,” those men told police.

Officials have stressed that the
.scheme Sikes and Cirelli are ac-

l

cused of plotting is separate fro)

 the actual killings and that Curl and

. White are not the two men the
women are suspected of trying to.
hire for the killing.

. Staff writer Thomas Korosec con-
tributed to this report. '
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Counties beg state
forbailout as flood
ofinmates worsens

BY MARY ANNROSER
AND BOBMAHLBURG

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

AUSTIN — County officials, saying their jailsare in
crisis, begged a _Senate panel yesterday to remove state
prisoners clogging their facilities — even if it means
using the Texas National Guard to house and guard the

inmates,

The pleas came during a Senate Criminal Justice
_Commltgee hearing at which the head of the state Crim-
inal Justice Policy Council warned that Texas cannot
meet a court deadline of Sept. 1, 1995, for removing its

prisoners from county jails.
Gov. Ann Richards threw cold

“water on the idea of calling out the

Guard and said the state is doing all
it can to cope with the inmate back-
log.

In Tarrant County, 986 prisoners
are sleeping on the floors. Of the
jail’s 5,157 inmates, 3,034 are fel-
ons waiting to be transferred. To
cope with the backlog, Tarrant
County commissioners voted yes-
terday to renovate two more bar-
racks at the Cold Springs jail facility
to house 96 inmates. The renova-
tion will cost about $70,000.

Officials of other counties told
the committee that their jails have
reached the breaking point and are
growing more dangerous by the day.

“We’ve gone as far as we can,”
McLennan County Judge Jim Lewis
testified. ... We need the relief
today. We don’t need to break
ground in March 1995. We need to
break ground today . .. or we will
have folks dying in our facilities.”

Lewis said that his county’s 431-
bed jail is teeming with 700 in-
mates, 250 of whom are ready to be

moved to state prisons. The prob- |

lem is that the state cannot build
prisons fast enough to accom-
modate the inmate explosion. More
than 28,000 state inmates are in
countyjails awaiting transfer.

The state should immediately re-
move at least 300 inmates a day
from county jails and activate the
Texas National Guard facilities to
hold the felons until new prison
space opens up, said James P. Al-
lison, general counsel to the County

Judges and Commissioners As-

sociation of Texas.

. “You’re serious about this?”
- asked Sen. John Whitmire, the com-
' mittee chairman.

“I’'m dead serious,” Allison re-
sponded.

Allison also said that the state
should speed up construction of
state prisons and jails, an idea that
Whitmirealso favors. If necessary, a
special legislative session should be
held to put the recommendations in
place, Allison said.

“Overcrowding in county jails
creates a dangerous situation,” Al-
lison said. “In the past two months,
at least three violent disturbances
have occurred in overcrowded jails.
If action is not taken immediately,

_these incidents will likely increase
-with great risk to the safety of our
county property, and more impor-
tantly, to our jail personnel.” ‘

Allison said that nearly 60 per-
cent of the inmates in county jails
are waiting to be moved to state
prisons.

But Richards said the state is
building state prisons as quickly as.
it can. “Unless we have some spe-
cific idea of what the County Judges'
and Commissioners Association be-
lieves the Texas National Guard
can accomplish, when you consider
that they are not trained to be prison
guards, we are not going to call them
in,” she said in a statement. “Fur-
thermore, we are not going to call a
special session because it would
serve no purpose.”

Bexar County Judge Cyndi Krier
said that using the National Guard
“may be the least offensive alterna-
tive.”

She told the committee that Bexar

County has cells the size of walk-in

| closets that were built for one in-
'mate but now hold four. The cells

have two bunks, and two mattresses
on the floor underneath the bunks,
she said.

In addition, she said, gang mem-
bers are committing crimes so they
can go to jail and be protected from
rival gang members. The rivals,
however, are now getting jailed to
carry out “the hit,” Krier said.

The Bexar County Jail has 2,397
inmates, 1,400 of whom are state
prisoners, she said. The county is
completing an annex this month for
782 inmates and an additional 300
inmates are being lodged in pri-
vately run facilities.

“Ifyou had all of your inmates. . .
we would not have a problem,” she'
told the committee.

Tony Fabelo, chief of the state’s

‘Criminal Justice Policy Council,

said that the backlog resulted from
stiffer sentences for a variety of
crimes and more restrictive parole
policies.

Parole releases have been almost
halved, from 38,041 in fiscal 1990
to 20,794 in the 1993 budget year,
Fabelosaid.

“What they were doing was reach-
ing into a population that did not
really need to be considered for pa-
role, much less released,” Parole
Board Chairman Jack Kyle said. |
“We’ve tried to get a handle on that

| since I came on boardin 1991, and I
| think we have.”

The changes mean more time be-

' hind bars for prisoners such as re-
| cently convicted killer Christopher

Brosky, said Marvin Collins, one of
the prosecutors in the Brosky case
and a former U.S. attorney.

“I think it has dawned on them

‘that the idea of releasing people

early is a bankrupt idea,” Collins
said. “It’s a very bad way to ease the
prison overcrowding problem.” .

Fabelo predicted that the changes
will not permit the state to meet a
Sept. 1, 1995, deadline for remov-
ing inmates from county jails.

Sen. Jim Turner, D-Crockett,
said that the state should start nego-

'~ tiating with county jails to keep

state prisoners longer. Some coun-

. ties are planning to build larger jails

because the state pays counties for
each inmate housed, Turnersaid.

But Whitmire, D-Houston, said
that the state should speed up con-
struction of state jails, which will
hold prisoners for two years. New
jails will also provide rehabilitation,
which experts say keeps felons from
becoming repeat offenders. Voters
approveda$1 billion bond issue last
month for the new jails, and “the
public would think we were nuts if
we didn’t spend it” quickly, Whits
mire said.




Jails

Skeptics have argued that al-
though the state has the money to
build jails, it does not have the funds
to operate them. Whitmire said he is
confident that the state can come up
with the money despite financial
constraints.

“It’s the No. | concern of all Tex-
ans. . . that we do something about
public safety,” he said.

Whitmire and other panel mem-
bers also questioned state officials
about how they select state jail sites.
The committee criticized counties
that conduct bidding wars to land
jails and lawmakers who use their
influence to obtain jails in their dis-
tricts for development purposes.

Staff writer Stefani G. Kopenec con-
tributed to this report.

the bars,” Casey said.

g i Ty
. | Before that transfer, Br

Brosky, who was convicted for his  one-time member of several las-
role in the hate-inspired drive-by area skinhead groups, had been the
~murderofablack man in Arlington, target of black inmates who ex-
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was transferred to an undisclosed pressed anger at his role in the 1991

nearby county in late May to await ' slaying, officials said.

trial in Galveston.

He was convicted of murder in
the case in March, but the Tarrant
County jury’s sentence of probation
sparked public protests and District
Attorney Tim Curry’s decision to
pursue further charges.

Casey said yesterday that he
asked Burdock whether his current
request for a transfer could be han-
dled informally, as it had been in
May.

Burdock said that his court coor-
dinator, Janice Pullam, had con-
tacted the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Office to ask for a transfer and was
told that Brosky would be trans-

As the threats mounted, he was

‘taken to a single-cell area, com-

pletely removed from other in-
mates, but the attempts proved fu-
tile, jail officials said at the time.

Tarrant County Sheriff David
Williams said at that time that he ‘
supported moving Brosky because
“his presence in our jail escalated’
the potential for violence.”

The sheriff of the county to which j
Brosky had been moved said that
his presence was kept quiet and that
the county’s mostly Anglo inmate
population had caused no
problems.

Thursday, December 2,1993

Transfer

ferred only to the Texas prison sys-
tem — a process that typically takes
months.

Chief Deputy Sheriff Hank Pope,
who oversees prisoner housing, said
yesterday that he was unaware of
the judge’s request. “We're charged

with their care and custody,” he
said. “We have to maintain a safe
and sanitary and healthy environ-
ment for them.”

Casey said that he decided to
make a formal request for a transfer
after it appeared that informal ef-
forts were not working.

\
In his motion, Casey said the
urine-throwing and other treatment

for Brosky

Inmates harassing him

amount to cruel and unusual pun-
ishment. \

Brosky has been made to wait sev-
eral hours before being allowed to
clean himself because jailers need to
clear halls and isolate him for his
own safety, Casey said.

The 19-year-old former Dallas
resident is being confined in his cell

in Tarrant Jaﬂ . judge to]d 24 hours a day and not allowed to

BY THOMAS KOROSEC

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

exercise, Casey said. Brosky *“has
not violated any jail rules and has
not been disciplined, but he none-

FORT WORTH — Attorneys for convicted hate theless suffers the same conditions

murderer Christopher Brosky asked a judge yesterday

of confinement as those prisoners

to transfer their client to an out-of-county jail because pqingldl.icné)lmed fon: vnplauor_l of
Tarrant County inmates have been pelting him with Jail rules,” Casey said in his motion.

containers of urine, hot water and other liquids.

The defense lawyer said he be-

—

Brosky, convicted last month of organized crime and .;;v 4 that Brosky'’s life is in danger
sentenced to 40 years in prison, has been held in a single and will continue to be as long as he
cell in a Tarrant County jail since returning from is in the Tarrant County lockup.

Galveston, one of his defense attorneys said yesterday.

In late May, Brosky was booked

His trial on charges of organized crime and conspiracy into a nearby county jail under a

was moved to Galveston on a change of venue.
Brosky “is being subjected to constant threats, ha-

fictitious name and charge to rem-
edy similar problems.

rassment and assaultive conduct by his fellow jnr{\’atcs He was placed in an isolated cell
because of the notoriety connected with his trial,” de- and given different visiting hours
fense attorney Ward Casey said in a motion filed wuh_‘ than other prisoners to avoid being

state District Judge Bill Burdock.

“The prisoners fill small containers with urine and
. other unidentified substances and throw them through |

recognized. Brosky’s lawyer and the
district attorney’s office supported
the transfer. ‘
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. FORT WORTH — A woman charged
 with soliciting the death of slain Texas
- Christian University student Channing
. Freelove says she asked a friend to keep
k Freelove away from her but never ordered
" heérkilled. . ;
. - “I asked one person to keep her away
. from my apartment,” Brandi Cirelli, 20,
. told a TV reporter in a recent jailhouse
© interview. I said, ‘Sit her down and talk to
~her.’ He said, ‘I can intimidate her that
. way.” And then I said: ‘Don’t kill her. She

)

show A Current Affair that she and Sikes
had a falling-out with Freelove over their
intimate relationships. j
But in a quiet, breathy voice, Cirelli said:
“I don’t think I had anything to do with her
death. . . . I didn’t have money to buy gro-
ceries or even cat food, much less give
someone money to kill them. If I had Q,Q\at
money, I would have used it for myself.”
The interview, which is expected to be
broadcast next week, was videotaped by the
Tarrant County district attorney’s office.
The Fort Worth Star-Telegram obtained a
copy of the prosecutors’ videotape yester-

- apartment in southwest Fort Worth was
- reportedly the site of frequent drug parties,
said she was raised “to be prim and prop-
er.” At age 15 or 16, she became, in her
~ words, “very wild ... in the manner of
clubs. I partied. I got intodrugs.”
~ Although she said she did not hang out
with gang members, she said knew “violent
people” who would “beat each other up,
shoot at each other. That’s what they liked
todo.” : WUE o
In the taped interview, Cirelli said that
she and Freelove were involved intimately

' but that after about a month, “I )

| didn’t want an intimate relation-
ship. That caused problems.”

“If she didn’t have someone to go
out with, she’d get upset,” Cirelli
said. ““‘She threw fits.” :

Freelove “played the role of an
innocent college girl but she really
wasn’t,” Cirelli said. “She wasn’t a
bad person but she put herself in the
position toget in trouble.”

" doesn’tdeserve todie.

relli tells TV show she
n’torder student’s death

LRl

Cirelli and her roommate, Sherri Sikes,
24, have been charged with solicitation of
capital murder, accused of asking two men
to kill Freelove. Police have said the three
women had been involved in a love tri-

angle.

Prosecutors say the Nov. 18 execution-
style slayings of Freelove, 19,and her friend
Melanie Golchert, 18, were carried out in-
dependently of the alleged attempt to con-
tract the killing. Two men have been

charged with the killings.

Cirelli said in an interview with the TV

day under the state Open Records Act.
During the wide-ranging interview, Cir-
elli appeared on camera in blue jail garb

" and wore handcuffs. Sobbing at times, she

frequently let her voice drop so low that it
was impossible to hear. ,

According to affidavits released two days
after the slayings when Cirelli and Sikes
were arrested, two informants said that the
two women told them they were tired of
Freelove’s “high school games” and be-
lieved she “was bad for [the drug] busi-
ness.” :

Cirelli, 'a high school dropout whose

The execution-style slaying of
Freelove and Golchert in a south
Fort Worth field “was just a drug
deal gone bad,” Cirelli said.

Curl and White were friends of
Cirelli and Sikes, but authorities say

| their motive for the sla in
robbery. R '

Asked if she wanted to
Freelove’s and Golchert’s 1"amiltiilsl \
anythn’lg, Cirelli said: “I want to tell
them I'm sorry that they are gone,

- - . Ifeel sorry for the families, **

Without elaborating, Cirellj sai
s g, Cirelli said,
i eliit\:e}x;ybody I know, for their own
d 1sh reasons, have poi
| fingerat me.” oo
|

“Everybody thinks [ had h
. er
killed. I have 2 feeling no matter

what I do, I am not going to ch
anybody’s mind.” < Wi
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Many
inmates
belong
to gangs
when
they
enter the
system.
_|f they
don't,
they
probably
will

before
they
EEVEED

Deandra Moore makes a gang
sign through his cell windo

joiningagang. Outnumber the other gangs. Add in

GANGING UP
ON THE JAILS

By M.C. MOEWE i

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

From his vantage point in a Tarrant
Countyjail cell, gang leader Carlos J ohnson
is aman with a mission.
| “Before 1995, the jail will be run by the
Crips,” said Johnson, a Crips faction leader
who goes by the nickname C-Los. “That’s
why we’re recruiting. We’re closer than any-

oneelse.”
Chief Deputy Hank Pope, whoisin

charge of inmate housing, doesn’t hide his

exasperation. “Jails are big recruit- 1he problem is, we’ve run out of
inggrounds,” he said. “It’saform of Places to put these people,” Farmer
protection: “This is our gang; join us said. “We play continual rotation.
while you’re in jail and we'll make YY¢haveguyswho have been moved
sure nothing happens to you.” We 30uor40t,1mes. , , ’
try to watch them. But we can’t do _ "I don’tsee things getting better,

much more than that.” Farmc‘r said. “I see it getting

As jail overcrowding drains coun- Worse.” ;

ty resources, the gang population is  1he jail is already running 120
escalating and straining the system Percent over capacity, Pope said.
even more. Tarrant County officials On Friday, the jail held 5,102 pris-

say that gang members are more Oners, including 928 who were
prone to violence and prey upon Sleepingon the floor. The jail popu-

weaker inmates. Often, guards 1ation began to soar in August, as
spend considerable time moving fewer sentenced prisoners were al-
gang members from cell to cell to 10Wed into the state system. Since
prevent fighting among rival mem- then, the Belknap Street facility has
bers. averaged about 60 more physical

“Having to deal with gangs adds co.nfror)tatnons per month, Pope
another element into a potentially $aid. Figures are not kept on how

volatile situation,” Sheriff David Many aregang-related.
Williams said. Farmer estimates that 20 percent

Johnson said he is confident that t© 25 percent of the county inmates
his gang members behind bars will 2re gang members. Most gang mem-
only get stronger. “bers in jail say that at least half are

“There’salotof Cripsinhere,” he | banging,” which is slang for be-
said. “They know we’re powerful. In longingtoagang. e
the county, they just want to be  Authorities say that in jail, as in
down.” Being down is slang for the streets, Crips members easily

Deputy William Farmer’s job is $ome Bloods, Latin Kings, Aryan
to keep warring gang members out Brotherhood members and other
of the same cell, stop those in the $amples of the 349 known gangs in
same group from taking over a tank the county, and clashes become in-

and attempt to slow down gang re- gvitable. ;
cruiting. It is an unenviable posi- - Old Man, 17, is one of the few

tion. With jail overcrowding at its Bloods in the Tarrant County Jail.
peak in Texas, it is difficult to find As every Crip’s sworn enemy, he
bunks for criminals, let alone safe fears for his life daily. “Everybody

,

ones. m my tank was Crips,” he said. |




tuff.
ificat
‘and y'a me in a tank with a
unch of Crips. I don’t ever goin to
She gym. [justsitin my cell.”
- There’s no changing who he is,

Id Man said: Once in a gang, al-
ways in a gang. Gang experts said
that people who join gangs for pro-
tection while in jail find-it hard to
Quitwhentheygetout.
| “You can’t go flipping flavors,”

Id Man said. “I could tell my

ama goodbye. She’s the closest

hing to me. They would take care of

t [harm his mother].”” ‘
i Old Man, who asked that his real
hame not be used to ensure his safe-
ty, said he is happy in his single cell,
wherenoonecangettohim.
¢ Popesaid: “Wehave to keepthem
?rom killing each other. They’re our
wards. I’ve got a statutory obliga-

tion to protect them.” :
! Pope also worries about the safety
of the deputies who work in the jail.
“It’s an extremely difficult situa-
tion,” Pope said.. “We’re doing the
bestwecan.” s R
i Deputy S.C. Seabolt, a jailer for
more than a year, hadn’t thought
much about gangs until May, when
he took two rival gang members to a
medical unit. 3
! “They didn’t know each other..
But within two minutes, they were
oing at it,” Seabolt said. *‘I stepped
between them; why, I’ll never know.
I was able to back one to the door
and call for help. That’s when I start-
&d payingattention to the gang stuff.
I carry alist of known gang members
inmy pocket. I don’t want toget into
that position again.”
¢ Farmeris the first to acknowledge
that Seabolt’s list is probably far

from complete. Each time a pris-

oner who may be a gang member
enters the jail, Farmer interviews
the newinmate. 1 b
¢ “For every one [gang member] I
get, there -are at least' two that
slipped through,” Farmer said.
Most do not confess their gang
affiliation easily, Farmer said. But
after a week or so in the general

population, many send him a note
saying that they are gang members
‘andn“dhelpw ey ¥ i
“The street gangs try to run the
inside of the pods like they do the
streets,” Farmer said. “You get
someone in and they have to be
moved out the same day because

they got someone from the world

[outside the prison] in there who's a
rival gangmember.”” \

~ In Los Angeles Count;
jail have been a recognized p
proaches have been used to contr
the accompanying violence, said
Mark Milburn, coordinator of that
county’s gang management pro-

gram, . = . Tialion

Milburn hgs 25 employees who,
like Farmer, identify gang members
and attempt tokeepthe peace.

In the early 1980s, Milburn said,
gang mermbers were segregated ac-
cording to their affiliation. “You al-
most create your own hazardous sit-
uation, because you give them ‘a
power base,” Milburn said. “There
was a mob mentality; they began
doing things that they wouldn’t
have done asindividuals.” :

In 1986, Los Angeles County
started incorporating the gang
members back into the general pop-
ulation, and violeénce increased dra-
matically, Milburn said. Four
months ago, his team began identi-
fying the gang leaders and trouble-
makers. Now, those people are seg-
regated according to gang affilia-
tion. “All of these people are es-
corted everywhere they go and
they’re all handcuffed,” Milburn
said. ““This seems to be working. |
think we’ll be doing this for a
while.”

Those who are not gang members
when they are jailed have a good
chance to be members by the time
they get out. Johnson leads one of

the Crips’ many Fort Worth fac-

tions. He calls people who aren’tina
gang “‘marks.”
“He’s [a mark] got no chance at

| all,” :Iohnson said. “He’s going to
 get his money took. He’s going to

‘ have to wash clothes. He might even
| get his manhood took. They’re suck-

ers "
" Johnson was recently moved
from a cell where 24 men were

housed in a facility built for 40ya

common situation in the old’jail,
Pope said. 2913
When several other Crins were

95 L By
'!gfu \
" M

are you talking abou
up.’ Within a week
s and is wearing
- homemade tat-
oduced with ink or pencil
| punched into the skin. “Col-
* are applied to clothes or shoes
felt-tip markers; some inmates
r strips from their blue mattress
ers to use as headbands or ban-
as.

mil “Dice” Peoples, 20, who

m who beat him up. e

- was jailed last month on a charge of
| involuntary manslaughter, said he

is already running a tank with some

‘ofthis “Locs” (fellow gang member§)
‘and has two recruitment possibili-
ties.

19#We don’t have enough. We

‘never have ‘enough,” Peoples said.
“There’s a lot of people who want to

‘get down. Hopefully, I can get 10 or

5 in here. That’s what I'm expect-

=

& “Peoples drops his green prison
Jumpsuit and proudly shows off his
‘pew tattoo. “FO-TRE,” the name of
his Crips faction, is tattooed above
his navel in neat Roman script. He
‘throws up his set — makes his gang
‘hand sign — for the camera. “T’ve
‘been wanting an interview,” he
said. “This will help. I'm recruit-
[ 9.
« Ernest Anderson, 23, is in Peo-
‘ples’ cell. He said he is fighting the
‘urge to join a gang. “It’s pressure if
you let it get to you,” he said.
“There’s a lot of love and unity. But
maybe this is my last trip here.
' Hopefully, I'll get out and start a
business.” '
In cell 1-9D, plans for a new Fort
Worth gang are being discussed. An-
thopy “Copperhead” Gunnell re-
cruited Jerald *J.J.” Berry, his 19-
year-old cellmate, three weeks ago..
' “Iput him down,” said Gunnell, 22.
“I'have love for him now. I told him
togoout recruiting for me.”
: .Gunnell and his brother, both in
Jail, came from Las Vegas, where
their gang faction was strong. Berry
is due to get out any day. Gunnell

i moved into the tank, Johnson | decided that the 19-year-old would
proudly said, they took over. “We | beagoodsoldier. oty
got control. There wasn’t no voting ' “When I go out into the world,
-on what to watch on TV. We could I'm going to start recruiting,” Berry
eat [from] other people’s trays. Said.“When hegetsout, we'll have a
They’re just marks.” | little family. He’s the O.G. [Original

‘When deputies learned of of the | Gangster]overme.” ‘
situation, they moved Johnson and|  Berry takes the recruiting assign-
his friends to separate cells, Farmer| ment seriously. “I'm thinking I can
said. Johnson is now the only Crip  get 10 or 15 [new recruits] in one
in a tank with older, more docile| week,” he said. “I'm down to the
inrsrgageg PI A glrt — I'm down 'til the casket

ince coming in, he has recruited drops,” = g '
four people'i ”G his?gaﬁg Each was

 beaten by the other ing members

i nitiati - T

i



 Recruiting is difficult to stop,
Pope said. Guards are taught what
to look for: the hand signs and tat-
toos. But with one jailer per 65 in-

mates — the state recommendsa 1-

48 ratio — vigilance is not always
possible. '

Another hurdle, Pope said, is his.
current inability to punish pris-
oners. ‘‘When they violate rules or |
fight, they should be put into an
isolation cell,” Pope said. “I'm
overcrowded; I don’t have places to
put them. If the state would take
their 3,000 prisoners, then I'd have
room.” The county had 3,057 sen-
tenced felons awaiting transfer to
the state system as of Friday.

Officials have quashed obvious
recruiting efforts, such as a recent
fad that had members cutting their
hair in a gang-identifying style,
Pope said. Then inmates began
drawing gang symbols on their
white T-shirts, and jailers quickly
confiscated the shirts.

But there are other ways to get the
message out. Some gangs use hand-
written materials to promote and
explain their group.

“Memorize and then flush it!” is
written at the top of a three-page
recruiting handout confiscated by

Jail officials. “A picture of the devil
is also our emblem. It stands for you
will follow your folks to hell and
back if nessasary,” explains the
handout, which includes misspell-
ings.

The letters are mailed from pris-
oner to prisoner. Each is painstak-
ingly written in tiny script. :

The jail, which has its own ZIP
code, receives three bags of mail
each day. All are checked for contra-
band. Writings in code are com-
mon. One confiscated key shows the
alphabet letters next to their cor-
responding code symbols.

Other written handouts are used
_simply to keep jailed gang members
informed about which factions are
atwar with their gang,

“Nuestra Raza is at war with
M.M. and we don’t —— with Pis-
toleros,” reads one handwritten 19-
page handout for a Hispanic prison
gang.

Farmer does his best to keep up
with the ever-changing gang con-
flicts. Crips and Bloods will fight if
put in the same cell, but a tentative
alliance seems to be building be-
tween the Latin Kings and the
Crips.

An Aryan Brotherhood member
with a federal-prison background is

hostile toward a Texas member bp- |
cause the Texas branch allows His- |
panics to join. But then, Farmer

says, it is best to keep all Aryan

Brotherhood members out of opcn ¢

tanks.

he

don’t want to go into an

- open tank. Farmer’s smart enough

]to 'ﬁn?‘w that. I would have prob-
ems.” : yh

~ 8 asa TG (Tiny Gangster) and is

F where am,”

Then there are the imports, who
have_ landed where theypgon"t fit.
Monie Jones is an Eastcoast 190
Crips gang member from around
Los Angeles. He was recruited at age

now a 20-year-old YG (Young
Gangster).

“I'm from the "hood,” Jones said.
“I want to get back to the house [his
communal gang home]. I wish I
never would have come here.”

Where Jones comes from, the
Eastcoast 190 Crips are in a fero-
cious battle with the Five Deuce
Hoover Crips, who are the most
common Crips in Tarrant County. .
Few local Crips knew of the Califor- '
nia-based hostilities.
~=*This kid came in and claimed to
be a Hoover,” Farmer said. “Monie
was all over him. They busted it up
but the kid didn’t know what had |
happened. [ had to take him aside
and tell him how it is. The kid had
noidea.”

Jones will never go back into the

- general population. “He’s had too
many problems,” Farmersaid. .

Other jailed gang members may
envy Jones’ position. Farmer listens
to a gang member beg for relocation

and makes no promises. “They're
threatening him,” Farmer said.
“But, right now, there’s no place to
move him. Word is, he’s having
trouble with Crips. If that’s it, it's
goingto follow him everywhere.” -
Farmer gives it a second thought.
“But it all depends on how big of a
problem it is,” he said. “I'll try to
find a place to move him » ‘
Up on thessixth floor, a guard tells
Farmer about a suspect in a drive-by

shooting who has just come in the Crips gang mem

back door. When Farmer pulls him i3 bers Anthony

o}:n o!l’ the holding tank, he seesthat ~ “Copperhead” Gunnell, right, and .
the 17-year-old has the tattoos of a erald “J.J” and
gang member, but like many enter- 1 peliamibe e

ing the jail he denies the affiliation. “Bhod'xmet”hndm v,

“Well, OK,” Farmer said. *“But
you remember my name, and if you
have any trouble let me know.” e

The thin Hispanic teen goes back
to the concrete bench he was sleep
ing on. “He’ll drop me a kite, [
memo] saying he’s got enemies,”
Farmer said. “He’ll be claiming his
ganginaweek.”

"t
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Deandra “Lil Twin” Moore, 17, displays his gang hand signs in his Tarrant County Jail cell.
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Clark receives TCCC award

Floyd Clark, former Cleburne re-
sident and Cleburne High School
graduate, received the “1593 De-
puty of the Year” Award for the
Tarrant County Correcticnal Center
at its annual award banquet.

Clark joined the Tarrant County
Sheriff’s Deparmment in 1986, and
has been consistently recognized
for his ability and dedication to ef-
fective law enforcement.

As a certified peace officer, over-
seeing the release of individuals
from custody, a position he has
~ maintained for the past five years,
: hexsgreaﬂyadmxrednotonlybyhxs
- fellow officers (thcbasxsof this pre-

- stigious award); but, is highly re- }

. spected in law enforcement circles
. for his cooperation and proﬁcxency
| Clark was also this year’s elected

representative of the newly con-
structed correctional facility, cho- -
sen by fellow officers as thexr
spokesman with the current admi-

nistration on matters pertainin '
working "conditions and'm’_o%ﬂ'1

within the de

processes the release of parolees, as

well as those being transported to

pre-parole and other intermediate
sanction facilties.

Prior to joining the Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department,
Clark was a Senior Traffic Clerk at
Monztgomery Ward’s Seventh

2

Floyd Clark

Street facility in Fort Worth.
When “asked what factors have .

contributed most to his p'ofasxonal

vocation, Clark is quick to respond,

' “Other than a genuine liking for
. people, a good -education; espe- 5
aallythconcrecexvedauhchands‘
"of my teachers when in Clebume |
High School, and those instructors :
whohavegmdedmemmylawen-"

forcement career.”

=
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By KATHYSANDERS

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

officials and documents.

County district attorney’s office
and state charges are expected to be
filed today.

Hamilton’s attorney, Mike Ware,

i'of his own investigation and de-
ferred further comment. Attorney

Motes. The attorneys were not al-

lowingeither jailer to comment.
Sheriff David Williams could not

bereached forcomment.
Authorities are seeking charges

seckinga charge of civil-rights viola-
t{on against Motes in the Nov. 18
sating. He posted $5,000 bail.

. sergeant remains on leave with
pay in connection with the case after
i witnesses said he didn’t intervene
iiwhen he saw one of the beatings,
officials said.
investigation continues, officials
said.

Hamilton and Motes were hired
at the Sheriff’s Department in No-
vember 1992 and have been on
leave with pay since the investi-
igation began about three weeks ago.
Sh_erift‘s Department spokesman
GsM. Hendrix said their status will
nain unchanged unul the case is
concluded. ‘

The jailers were members of the
h’ERT team, which is trained to
handle situations in which inmates
refuse to comply with rules or are
prone to violence.

When those situations arise at the
T‘arrant County Jail, Chief Deputy

FORT WORTH — Two Tarrant County =
jailers have been arrested on suspicion of

_beating two.inmates, one so severely thata
warden did not recogize his bloody face as’
he lay handcufted on the floor, according to

The arrests focused attention for the ﬁrst
time on the jail’s Primary Emergency Re-
sponse Team — composed of jailers who*
are trained to quell violence and deal with
volatile mn‘lates —- because the two Jallers\ .

has been turned over to the Tarrant |

said yesterday that he is in the midst '

Leonard Schilling is representing

against Hamilton of violation of
civil rights in both beatings. He was |
freed on $10,000 bail. They are |

~ “IPERT team members

Others may be disciplined as the

2 Tan Jant jailers arrested
m beatmgs of Inmates

gg/ere assigned to the team when the beatmgs

0ccurred

The jailers — Todd Hamilton, 32, and'
Dale Motes, 44 — were escorted by their
" attorneys to the jail shortly after 4 p.m.
“ Wednesday The two were booked on suspi-
. cion of violating the inmates’ civil rights,

records show. Both were released on bail.

Hank Pope said, team members |

[ suit up” in protective clothing and |
20 in as a group to subdue the in- |
. mates or force them to comply wnth
" orders. J

_ An internal investigation was aided by a
wdeotape of an Oct. 21 beating and parts of
a videotape showing the otlier, more severe
beatmg, which took place Nov. 18. The case

(More on JAIL on Page 15)

Maj. John Smedley, the jail war-
den, discovered the Oct. 21 incident
involving inmate Neal Sharkey, 40,
when he rev:ewed avideotape of the
Nov. 18 incident involving inmate

To protect everyone’s interests,
one of the officers carries a video-

the team is activated, said Pope,
who oversees the jail operation.

Hendrix said PERT members

| must also be large in order to handle

the inmates. Motes is 6-foot-1 and
.weighs 195 pounds; Hamilton
stands 6-foot-2 and weighs 220
pounds, records show.

In each of the two reported beat-

are] supposed to exhibit
good judgment in these
situations. . . . Every
oncein a while, you get
people who carry this too
farand when they do,

thisis the result.”
— G.M. Hendrix
sheriff’s department spokesman

ings, four to six team members were
present, documents say.

“It’s not a goon squad,” Hendrix
said. “They’re supposed to exhibit

good judgment in these situations.

: Every once in a while, you get
people who carry this too far and
when they do, this is the result,” he
said, referring to the arrests.

arrl Tony Blacklock, an arrest warrant
camera to tape the incident when |

affidavit says.

" Blacklock, a 28-year-old Houston
man, has been in jail more than a
year awaiting trial on two ag-

| gravated robbery charges. Smedley

said in a statement that he came
running when he was notified of a
fight between an inmate and an of-
ficer. '-

When he saw Blacklock his
hands were cuffed behind his back,
his bloody face was down on the
floor with his eyes were swollen
shut, the affidavit says.

Although Smedley knew Black-
lock well, he told investigators that
he didn’t recognize the inmate that
morning because he had been beat-
ensoseverely.

Smedley reviewed the tape of the

. incident after he saw Blacklock’s in-

juries and at that time found the
October incident on the tape. No
complaint had been filed on that
incident at the time.

Hendrix said that jail administra-
tors “on the 20th or 21st of No-
vember . .. became aware through
some sources and regular jail proce-
dures of the alleged civil-rights vio-
lation of two inmates in the jail. We
didn’ttry to cover up anything.”

Arrest warrant affidavits detail
the two beatings as recorded on vid-
eotape and by witnesses.



Sharkey’s cell, preparing to move
him toanother cell on another floor,
the document says. It did not speci-
fy why Sharkey was being moved.
He was in jail on a parole violation
and wasreleased Nov.23. }
Reports on the incident filed by a
sergeant and a medical technician
did not match what investigators
saw in the videotape, the affidavit’
says. ;
The video shows that at first Shar-

key resisted efforts to remove him’

from his cell, but after handcuffs
and leg irons were put on, he
stopped, the affidavit says. Sharkey
continued mouthing off, however, it
says. :
Other officers who were present
during the incident told investiga-
tors that Hamilton slammed Shar-
key into the eievator, kneed him in
the thigh, slapped him in the back of

the head, used a kubtan — a small,

metal expandable baton — to apply
excessive pressure to a spot behind
his ear, and kneed him again, lifting
him off the ground, the affidavit
says.

Before putting Sharkey in his new
cell, Hamilton threw Sharkey over

“They beat him until he
was bleeding. They
threw him on the floor
and sprayed him with
some kind of gas that
madeit hard for him to
breathe.”

— Monique Blacklock
inmate’s sister

the jailer’s leg and onto the floor,
one officer said in his statement.
“From my vantage point, I could see
no reason for Officer Hamilton to
do this,” the officer said in the af-
fidavit.

The officers said a sergeant saw
all this but made no effort to inter-
vene, the affidavit says. The ser-
geant was later was placed on ad-
ministrative leave.

“In the video, it is plain to see that
the force used against the inmate is
unnecessary and uncalled for,” the
investigators wrote in the affidavit,

The second incident, involving

‘Nov. 18 after he

¢ was taken for

down his cell” and his belongings
were scattered, the affidavit says.
- Blacklock began yelling about his
belongings and told investigators
that the jailer grabbed him by the
back of the neck and punched him
inthe fm- » 1 A
“Hamilton, according to Black-

‘lock, began to choke him and that

was when he, Blacklock, was trying
to get free,” the affidavit says. An-
other PERT member sprayed pep-
per self-defense spray on the inmate
and Blacklock told detectives that
he didn’t see who was beating him
after that.

A jailer in the area said she heard

scuffling and notified supervisors of
a fight between an inmate and an
officer, and then saw Hamilton on
Blacklock’s back, punching the in-
mate as Motes held Blacklock’s

- shoulder, the affidavitsays.

Another officer at the scene said
he held Blacklock while Hamilton
punched him in the face and told
investigators of seeing **‘Motes kick-
ing Blacklock in the face and upper
body” while the inmate was on the
ground, the affidavit says.

The blows and kicks occurred be-
fore Smedley and other senior of-
ficersarrived, the document says.

The affidavit also details what ap-
pear to be several violations of
PERT procedures during the inci-
dent and quotes an officer who said
he overheard Hamilton, Motes and
another officer talking about “get-
ting their stories straight.”

Blacklock’s sister, Monique
Blacklock, 29, of Houston, told the
Fort Worth Star-Telegram yester-
day that her brother was badly beat-
en two weeks ago in the jail.

found that amil M\ “shook

nap

him with some kind of gas that
made it hard forhim to breathe.” -

" She said he told her that the beat-

ing began after he returned to his
celland foundhis possessions imiis}

“They [jailers] had stepped on his

soap and stepped on all his different

things,” she said. “He questioned
them and they felt that was reason

‘enoughtobeathim.”

PERT is a concept introduced in
the Tarrant County Jail two years
ago and is “patterned after some
people in Arizona and the West
Coast,” Pope said. He did not speci-
fy whothose peopleare.

All county jailers are trained in
PERT procedure, Pope said, and
jailers are chosen at random for the
team. It was not clear yesterday how

often jailers rotate onto the team or-

howmany are on the team at atime.

Although no such special team of

jailers is used at the Dallas County
Jail, one has been in operation for
nearly four years at the Bexar Coun-
ty Jail in San Antonio, officials said.

In Dallas, jail-floor commanders
are responsible for dispatching of-
ficers when trouble occurs, said Jim

Ewell, spokesman for the Dallas .

County Sheriff’s Department.

A 100-officer team at the Bexar’

County Jail is responsible for deal-
ing with troublemakers, Cpl. Garf-
ield McCulley said. i

“We've really had very good suc-
cess with ours,” McCulley said. He
said it was a “fantastic deterrent”
for any of the jail’s 4,000 prisoners

who might otherwise cause trouble.

Staff writers M.C. Moewe, ﬁ
Hanna and Jack Douglas Jr.
uted to this report. s

-



 Sheriffcalls attacks unjustified

~Inquiry prompted by tape of inmates’ beating

BY KATHY SANDERS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

. FORT WORTH — Videotapes
of Jaxlgrs beating two inmates show
no evidence to justify the attacks

an_d “prisoner abuse is not some-
thing we will tolerate,” Sheriff
David Wiiliams said today.

The videotapes, a normal proce-
dure when members of a specially-

trained jail squad attempt to quell
disturbances or restrain unruly in-
mates, serve as a “further record of
the entire episode in these cases,”
Williams said. “A picture is truly

-worth athousand words.”

Commenting for the first time

- 'since two jailers were arrested

Wednesdgy. and accused of violat-
ing the civil rights of the two in-

mates, the sheriff said the video-
tapes of the incidents prompted the

. internal investigation that led to the

arrests of jailers Todd Hamilton,
32,and Dale Motes, 44. v
“Obviously, this incident and
what I think we're seeing (on the
vnqeotapes) is not acceptable,” he
said. “I don’t think it’s consistent
(Moreon JAIL on Page15)
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Jail

From Page 1
with the normal routine.”

While prisoner abuse will not be

not going to tolerate our staff being
abused by the prisoners. But I don’t

Williams said.
Formal charges were expected to

Motes, who are free on bond and on
leave with pay pending disposition
of the cases. A sheriff’s sergeant who

T R TR I R e o

reportedly witnessed one of the inci-
dents but did not intervene also has
been put on leave with pay.

An internal investigation was
aided by a videotape of an Oct. 21
beating and parts of a videotape
showing the other, more severe
beating Nov. 18.

tolerated, “at the same time we are:

! think the prisoner was abusing” the .
{jailers involved in the incidents,

be filed today against Hamilton and '

Hamilton’s attorney, Mike Ware, :

~ orders.

To protect everyone’s interests,
‘one of the officers carries a video-

* camera to tape the incident when
the team is activated, said Pope,

who oversees the jail operation.
SherifPs spokesman G.M. Hen-
drix said PERT members also must

" be large in order to handle the in-

mates. Motes is 6-foot-1 and weighs
195 pounds; Hamilton stands 6-
foot-2 and weighs 220 pounds,
records show. :

~ In each of the two reported beat-

ings, four to six team members were

present, documents say.

Maj. John Smedley, the jail war-
den, discovered the Oct. 21incident
involving inmate Neal Sharkey, 40,
while reviewing a videotape of the
Nov. 18 incident involving inmate
Tony Blacklock, an arrest warrant
affidavit says.

Blacklock, a 28-year-old Houston
man, has been in jail more than a
year awaiting trial on two  ag-
gravated robbery charges. Smedley

said in a statement that he came

running when he was notified of a

\I

bisaid yesterday that he is inthemidst  fight between an inmate and an of-
Jlof his own investigation and de-  ficer.

“lclined further comment. He and at- When he saw Blacklock, his
{itorney Leonard Schilling, who is - hands were cuffed behind his back,
epresenting Motes, would not  hisbloody face was on the floor with
low either jailer tocomment. his eyes were swollen shut, the af-
Others may be disciplined as the  fidavitsays.

investigation continues, officials ‘Although Smedley knew Black-
said. TN : lock well, he told investigators that
't The two jailers at the time of the  he didn’t recognize the inmate be-
gpeatings wert assigned to Primary  cayse he had been beaten so Se-
i' Emergency Response Team, a - verely.

AR
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o

4 quad of jailers trained to quell vio-  “Smedley reviewed the tape of that
tlence and deal with volatile in-  incident after he saw Blacklock’s in-
ates. juries and at that time found the

When those situations arise at the  QOctober incident on the tape. No
arrant County Jail, Chief Deputy  complaint had been filed on that
g:lank Pope said, team members incidentat thetime. :

B

&

v

4i*suitup” in protective clothingand ~ According to an arrest warrant af-
{Bo in as a group 10 subdue the in-  fidavit, the PERT jailers were gath-
% ates or force them 10 comply with  ered near Sharkey’s cell about 2:45
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Tarrant County officers plan
to intensify anti-gang efforts

BYDOMINGO RAMIREZ JR.
~ ANDM.C.MOEWE
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
. Fort Worth and other Tarrant
. County police departments vowed
. yesterday to keep the heat on gang
+ leaders and members in their cities
after Dallas declared war against

street gangs with the creation of an

. anti-gangstrike force.
Fort Worth, Arlington and
Northeast Tarrant County subur-
' ban police officials say they have
+ had a zero-tolerance policy on gangs
+ and gang task forces for years, but

« they still plan to intensify their focus.

. ongangsinthecomingmonths. -
Dallas Police Chief Ben Click an-
. nounced yesterday that the forma-
tion of a 60-officer gang task force
- will target leaders of the city’s most
- violent gangs after a spate of drive-
« by and retaliatory gang shootings.
“The gang-related violence the
, city has experienced in recent weeks
necessitates a strong response from
law enforcement,” Click said. “We
¥ intend to do everything possible to
make the streets of Dallas safer from
the threat of gang violence.”
Dallas is pulling officers from its
- six operations bureaus and one
.. street narcotics squad to beef up the
, gang task force, which earlier had 14
 officers.
! The task force hits the streets at 7
' a.m. today, and will concentrate on
i areas such as schools and street cor-
| ners where gangs are most common.
; Dallas has more than 100 gangs,
| according to estimates, and police
 officials have said that 30 gangs are
| activeatany one time.
' Police spokesman Ed Spencer

i
L}

said the task force will take a “zero-
tolerance approach” with gang
members and will ticket them for
minor traffic violations such as ex-
pired license tags. The task force
will also work to identify members
and crack down on the most violent
gangs, he said.

In June, Fort Worth police began
a two-month intensive crackdown.
Thirty officers were reassigned to a
detail targeting gangs in the south
and east areas of the city. The pro-
gram included setting up driver’s
license checkpoints, beefing up gang
intelligence efforts, using every legal

reason to pull over drivers and in-.

terviewing people suspected of
beinginvolved in gangs.

Police Chief Thomas Windham
has heralded his city’s program as a
success.

Within the first three weeks, seri-
ous crimes decreased 31 percent
compared to the same period last
year. During that time, officers in

the three targeted zones arrested

191 people, issued 3,029 citations
and confiscated 20 weapons.

“Any time you have a 31 percent
decrease in area crimes you’d have
to consider that a success,” said Lt.
Ed Daniels, who heads the Fort
Worth gang unit.

Like Dallas, Fort Worth police
started its program after a spurt of
gang violence. In the week before
the program was launched, eight
people were injured in drive-by
shootings — including a 7-year-old
boy who was critically wounded
when caught in the cross fire of war-
ring gangs.

Fort Worth police are still using

zero-tolerance methods but not on
such agrand scale, Daniels said.
“What we’re doing now we con-
sider a very scaled-down version,”
he said. “We’re moving into small
areas as the need arises.”
Arlington police created their

- first gang suppression task force in

spring 1992 after a spate of neigh-
borhood shootings that residents at-
tributed to gangs. It has since in-
creased to a four-member gang unit.
Detectives assigned to the unit
maintain a database of information
about the city’s estimated 400 gang
members, try to head off gang-
related crimes and develop anti-
gang programs for schools and com-
munity groups. :

Grand Prairie police have oper-
ated a similar unit for about three
years. This fall, a state gang unit
grant began paying salaries and
equipment allotments for three de-
tectives and one sergeant. The
Grand Prairie grant was worth
$158,000, police administrators
said. ‘

Grand Prairie gang unit de-
tectives operate from an undis-
closed site near gang territories. Of-
ficers have identified 200 to 300
gang members in the city.

During the past year, Irving and
some Northeast Tarrant County po-
lice departments have enforced
theirown form of zero-tolerance.

And a proposed ordinance aimed
at gangs is planned for next year in
Haltom City. b

Staff writers John Council and
Kristin Sullivan contributed to this
report.
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Shenﬁ says he won 't tolerate mmate abugé"

BY KATHYSANDERS
AND BILLHANNA
Fort Worth Star- Tdegn*

FORT WORTH — Sheriff David
Williams said yesterday that he will
_not tolerate abuse of prisoners in the
Tarrant County Jail and that he or-
dered the internal investigation that
led to the arrest of two jailers this
week on suspicion of beating in-
mates.

Jailers

From Page 1

- with pay pending disposition of the
cases.

Videotaping is considered a nor-
mal procedure when members of
the Primary Emergency Response
Team attempt to quell disturbances
or restrain unruly inmates, and the
tapes serve as a ‘““further record of
the entire episode in these type
cases,” Williams said. ““A picture, in
most cases, is truly worth a thou-
sand words.”

He said that when he first saw the
videotape, *“I was greatly disheart-
ened and am always angry when an
incident of excessive force exists in
any law enforcement agency, espe-
cially my own. It’s intolerable in my
view.”

“Obviously, this incident and
what I think we’re seeing [on the
videotapes] is not acceptable,” he
said. “I don’t think it’s consistent
with the normal routine.”

Although prisoner abuse will not
be tolerated, ““at the same time, we
are not going to tolerate our staff
being abused by the prisoners. But I
don’t believe the prisoner was abus-
ing” the jailers involved in the inci-
dents, Williams said.

The jmlcrs actlons as part of a
special squad to subdue unruly in-
mates were recorded on videotape
‘in separate incidents in October and
November. Willums .said he or-

dered the inquiry after seeing the:
yvndeotape

“Prisoner abuse is not somethmg
‘we will tolerate,” Williams said.
A lawyer for one of the ‘jailers

- said, however, that the deputy was

justdoing hisjob. %
The two jailers, Todd Halmnyn; ‘
32, and Dale Motes, 44, were ay-
rested Wednesday and maed:’gf
violating the civil rights of twoah. |

‘mates, both of whom were

andkicked, investigators say.
Formal chameswerenotﬁluf’
terday against Hamilton and Mbuh,
who are free on Im'landonleﬂe
(Moreon JAILERS onPage9) .
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Hamilton’s attorney, Mike Ware,
said in a news release yesterday that
his client was simply doing his job.

“I have reviewed the videotape,
and it depicts some deputies per-
forming an unpleasant job in an un-
pleasant place among unpleasant
people, but there are no criminal
violations depicted,” Ware wrote.

The deputies’ jobs require them
to use force to stop disturbances,

‘Ware said.

*“*Sometimes the use of force is not
only necessary for the protection of
the jailers, but for the protection of
the other inmates and for orderly
administration of jail business,”
Ware said. “It is just a daily fact of
lifein thejail.”

Leonard Schilling, the attorney
representing Motes, could not be
reached for comment yesterday.

A sheriff’s sergeant who report-
edly witnessed one of the incidents
but did not intervene has also been
put on leave with pay. Others may
be disciplined as the investigation
continues, officials said.

Maj. John Smedley, the jail war-
den, discovered the Oct. 21 incident
involving inmate Neal Sharkey, 40,
while reviewing a videotape of the
Nov. 18 incident involving inmate
Tony Blacklock, an arrest warrant
for the jailers says.

Blacklock, 28, of Houston, has
been in jail more than a year await-
ing trial on two aggravated robbery

charges. Smedley said in a sta
ment that he came running when
was notified of a fight between

inmate and an officer. —
When he saw Blacklock, his
hands were cuffed behind his

and his bloody face was on the fl
with his eyes swollen shut, the #F"'
fidavit says.

Although Smedley knew Blackd!
lock well, he told investigators that
he didn’t recognize the inmate bé
cause he had bccn beaten so s&

incident after he saw Blacklock’s i
Jjuries and then found the Octo
incident on the tape. No complai
had been filed on that incident at the
time. ué
The tape shows that Sharkey i
tially resisted efforts to remove h .
from his cell, but after handcu
and leg irons were put on, he
stopped, the affidavit says. Sharkn)o
continued mouthing off, however, s
says. T
Other officers who were present
told investigators that Hamiltome
had slammed Sharkey into the ehbds
evator, kneed him in the thighfs
slapped him in the back of the headyo!
used a kubtan — a small, metal exsn
pandable baton — to apply excesas
sive pressure 10 a spot behind his
ear, and kneed him again, lifti
him off the ground, the affidaypy
says. awl |

L



‘Laptan
suecou

BY STEFANI GAMMAGE KOPENEC
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — A Sheriffs
Department captain arrested on
suspicion of drunken driving and a
fired sheriff’s lieutenant filed sepa-
rate lawsuits yesterday against Tar-
rant County and Sheriff David Wil-
liams, alleging infringement of con-
stitutional rights and wrongful ter-
mination, respectively.

The suit by Capt. George Camp-
bell, who was arrested on suspicion
of drunken driving in June but was
never charged, was filed in federal
court. The one by ex-Lt. Richard

ONESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1993 ‘W,

, ex-lieutenant
nty and sheriff

Bivins, a former California law of-

ficer who worked for Tarrant Coun-
ty almost four months, was filed in
state District Court.

Neither suit specified the amount
of damages sought.

Williams said last night that he
did not want to comment on the
specific allegations because he had
not seen the lawsuits and had not
talked to legal counsel.

However, he called the lawsuits
*“politically generated attacks” and
accused lawyers for Campbell of

(More on SUIT on Page 38)

Suit

From Page 29

grandstanding.

“They’'ve made dog-and-pony
show events out of everything they
could onit,” he said.

Campbell alleges that his arrest
was a setup by Lt. Ray Bell and that
his Fourth Amendment right
against unreasonable search and
seizure and his 14th Amendment
rights to due process and equal pro-
tection of the law were violated.

_Bell is named as a defendant in
Campbell’s suit.

- Bell followed Campbell’s car
from a golf tournament and told a
~ deputy to pull him over because he
was driving erratically, the arresting
deputy said in an affidavit.

Campbell was suspended but re-
instated three days later when the
Tarrant County district attorney’s
office declined to charge him with
driving while intoxicated.

Officials with the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety have said they
do.not believe that the county had
probable cause to stop Campbell or
enough evidence to deem him
drunk. j

Neither Bell nor Campbell cguld ;
be reached for comment. ‘

However, Chief Deputy Pat How-
ell, who has come under fire by

Campbell’s attorneys, said he talked
to Bell, who declined to comment
until he is represented by an at-
‘torney.

Campbell’s attorneys previously
have said that they understand Bell
was in constant contact with Howell
before Campbell’sarrest.

Howell rejects allegations of a
setup.

Campbell’s attorney, Bill Ray, ac-
cused Williams and his administra-

tion of favoritism and inner-office:

dirty politics.

“They want to run off everybody
they don’t like and put their friends
in there,” Ray said. “We’re goingto
putanendtoit.

*“This suit is more to punish the
offender rather than make George
Campbell rich,” he said.

Campbell contends in the lawsuit
that Williams knew or should have
known that Bell set out to arrest
Campbell and accuses Tarrant
County of gross negligence in train-
ingand supervising Bell.

Williams said an internal investi-
gation into the arrest has been com-
pleted but he would not release any
details without first talking to his
attorney.

In the other lawsuit, Bivins said
he was part of the internal team in-
vestigating Campbell’s DWI arrest
and alleges that he was firedor re-
porting “a violation of the law to an
appropriate law enforcement au-
thority.”

The sheriff says he did not fire
Bivins for that reason, saying in-
stead that Bivins was fired in Sep-
tember for not completing a six-
month probationary period. 3

Bivins referred all questions to
his attorney, Jim Lane, who was out
of townand could not be reached.

Bivins says in court documents
that he spoke to an FBI agent about
his knowledge of activities by Bell
and Howell and about his belief that
Campbell’s civil rights had been v
olated. Bivins also told the agent
that Howell was targeting him for
retaliation because of his “knowl-
edge-of his illegal acts relating to
Campbell’s arrest,” the lawsuit
states. I8

Bivins also says he told Williams
that Howell was ‘*dirty” in the
Campbell arrest and that Howell set
up Campbell, court papers state.

Bivins also is suing Williams fer:
libel and slander, contending that,
the sheriff published accusations of
alleged acts of sexual harassment by
Bivins when he knew they were not
true. i}

Bivins, who is not a civil service;
employee, was put on administrat
tive leave with pay in September:
after two female deputies filed a
complaint. No details of the coms«!
plaint were disclosed. i

He wasiteassigned earliersfitters
news reports regarding his involves!
ment in a California freeway shoots:
ing 18 years ago.



Ex-judge
indicted
onDWI

Third such charge
prosecuted as felony

BY THOMAS KOROSEC
Fort Worth Star-Telegram i

FORT WORTH — Former visit-
ing Judge Franklin Douthitt was in-
dicted yesterday on felony charges
of drunken driving and has resigned
from the bench, officials said.

Douthitt, 56, was indicted by a
Tarrant County grand jury in con-
nection with a minor auto accident
on Aug. 27 involving a Fort Worth
police car in a parking lot off Bryant
Irvin Road, according to court and
police records. : ¢

Douthitt recently informed Judge
Clyde Ashworth, the administrative
Jjudge for Tarrant County, that he
was giving up his judicial status this~
month and returning to practice law
in Henrietta, Ashworth said yester-
day.

Douthitt, who has presided over
Aumerous felony trials in Tarrant
County, could not be reached for
comment.

“Judge Douthitt has valid de-
fense to this indictment, both legally
and factually,” his attorney, Tim
Evans, said yesterday. “We intend
to present them in court and are
optimistic about the result. That’s
alll can say now.”

Douthitt had been freed on
$1,000 bail and had been restricted
to hearing civil cases in the weeks
following his arrest.

His latest DWI charge is being

(Moreon JUDGE on Page 36)

i

a
~sentence assessed in February in

was serving two years’ prquej for
a misdemeanor DWI convicti ’

County Criminal Court No. 2, court
records show. In that case, Douthitt
was arrested on a charge of driving
while intoxicated in Arlington on
Junel3,1991. ] M
Travis County records show that
Douthitt was arrested on a DWI
charge there in October 1990 and
placed on probation June 17, 1991
— four days after his arrest in Ar- ;
lington. ’ : 2y
Douthitt was discharged early
from the Travis Coumy,pmhtipn.”
inOctober 1992, recordsshow.
Joe Shearin, an assistant in the
Dallas County district attorney’s of-
fice, was appointed in the fall to
serve as a special prosecutor in the
current case. He declined to discuss
the case except to say that he pre-
sented it to the grand jury, which
returnéd the indictment the same

Y. .

Shearin said that Douthitt’s pro-
bation in the June 1991 DWI arrest
in Arlington will continue until the
latest caseisresolved. ¢!

- A probation revocation hearing
that had been scheduled for Mon-
day is likely to be ned, Shea-
rin said. If a judge revokes
Douthitt’s probation, he could be
required to serve the 90-day sen-
tenceimposed in thatcase. ¥

Douthitt was a longtime state dis-
trict judge and former general coun-
sel for the State Bar of Texas. He was'
among about lOOretiredorfor;g
state judges who are assigned to help
handle overburdened court dockets -
and to fill in for sick or vaca ioning
Jurists or those who have moved

malofﬁdmhﬁmﬁd

o 18 Tarraas € unty in the past
year, including the “ﬁ“’W~

(-
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‘Officer critically

Fort Worth crime scene officers investigate a wreck involving a Fort Worth officer this morning on Interstate

2,1993

Car hits policeman aiding
motorist stranded along I-20

By BiLL HANNA
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — A Fort Worth police
officer helping a stranded motorist along
Interstate 20 in south Fort Worth was seri-
ously injured before dawn today by a pos-
sibly drunken driver.
Officer Alan Chick, a 12-year veteran of
the department and father of two, was list-
ed in critical condition this morning in the

intensive care unit at John Peter Smith
Hospital. Chick, 34, had not regained con-
sciousness this morning and had suffered
lacerations to the head and broken facial
bones but doctors had found no internal
injuries.

Eugene Standerford, 55, of Dallas, the
driver of the Cadillac that struck Chick was
arrested on suspicion of drunken driving

(More on ACCIDENT on Page 4)



The car that hit the officer sits east of Oak Grove Road.

Accident

From Page 1

and booked into the Tarrant County .
Jail, police said. A sample of the
man’s blood was taken at Harris
Methodist Fort Worth but he re-
fused medical treatment, said Lt. |
Pat Kneblick, Fort Worth Police
Department spokeswoman.

Standerford has five DWI convic-
tions, four of which were felonies, in
Dallas County, according to a
spokeswoman for the Dallas Coun-
ty District Attorney’s Office.

The most recent was a DWI con-
viction in Dallas in 1984 and he was
sentenced to three years in prison,
the spokeswoman said.

Today’s accident occurred about
3:55 a.m. when the white 1984 Ca-
dillac struck Chick, who was stand-
ing along the shoulder of the free-
way, in the 1400 block of Southeast
Loop 820 (as the freeway’s access
roads are designated), according to
the policcreport.

Chick had passed a set of jumper
cables to a woman in the cab of a
Chevrolet pickup that he had jump-
started. The woman told police that
was when Chick saw the car coming
toward him.

*“She said she saw a look of fear on
his face and he started to yell,”
Kneblick said. “But he didn’t have
time to get out of the way. There was
nowhere for him to move.”

The Cadillac first clipped the rear
of the pickup, knocking the truck
into the front bumper of Chick’s

"squad car, then hit Chick, knocking

him to the ground, Kneblick said.
The Cadillac went another 300 to
400 feet before stopping.

After the accident, the woman,
24, got out of her pickup and ran to
Chick who was unconscious and
bleeding.

She then went to Chick’s cruiser
and tried to call for help but she
could not operate his car radio. She
then ran to the driver of the Ca-
dillac, who refused to help her,
Kneblick said.

The woman then ran back to
Chick and grabbed the officer’s
hand-held radio to frantically call
for help.

“She was hysterical,” said Sgt.
V.L. Autrey. “She was yelling, ‘He’s
down! He’'sdown!”

Another officer, who had left
Chick minutes earlier to pull over a
car fora traffic violation, raced back
to the scene and found the officer.

Police this morning were credit-
ing the stranded motorist for getting
Chick help.

“The woman in the truck he as-
sisted probably saved Officer

Chick’s life by getting him medical |

attention,” Kneblick said.

The accident was similar to sev-
eral other accidents in the last year
and a half where officers were killed
by drunkendrivers.

In September 1992, Fort Worth
officer Brent Wisdom, 22. was
struck by a drunken driver while
helping a motorist with a flat tire

along Interstate 35W in south Fort |

Worth.

One month later, Arlington of-
ficer Terry Lewis and reserve officer
Jerry Crocker were killed when the
drunken driver of a flat bed truck
smashed into the officers’ police car
on CollinsStreet in Arlington.

And last July in Irving, police of-
ficer Glenn Homs was struck and
killed by a hit-and-run driver on
Texas Highway 114 near Dallas/
Fort Worth Airport.

Chick works the midnight shift on
the south division. His wife, Lisa
Chick, is a Fort Worth police officer
in the East Division. They have two
children.

The stranded motorist had been
shopping for Christmas cards with

4

her male passenger when her pickup

warning lights went on and her bat-

tery died as she was driving east on

1-20, Kneblick said. She pulled over
on the shoulder of the road and had

been stranded several hours when

Chick stopped. Neither the woman'
nor her passenger were seriously in-
jured in the accident.

The woman was listed in good
condition at JPS.

Police Chief Thomas Windham
said doctors are concerned because
they don’t know why Chick is still
unconscious.

“He is on the bad side of critical,”
Windham.

But Windham remained hopeful.

“I’'m pulling for the officer. He is
a big, strong officer. He is a fighter
and I believe he will makeit.”

Windham said the incident upset
him.

*] was very saddened by this. The
fact that we have another Fort
Worth police officer so critically in-
jured by adrunk driver.”

He also praised the woman.

*She had the presence of mind to
geton the radio and push buttons.”

Surgery is a strong possibility,
Windham said, and a call has gone'
out for blood donors.

Staff writers Anita Baker and Ste-
fani Gammage Kopenec contrib-
uted to this report.
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BYLOUCHAPMAN
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
»+.FORT WORTH — After Fort
“Worth police officer Lisa Chick
.opens Christmas presents with her
»Children and relatives at home this
morning, she expects to spend the
- test of the day doing exactly what
“she has done since early Wednes-
day.
~ She plans to continue her vigil at
the hospital bed of her husband, of-

main at 50-50.”

at she loves him, her mother said.

nily.

ive to them,” Chick said.

e said.

heir daughter, 8-year-old Jes-
gca, had visited her father in the
spital, held his hand and told him

Their youngest child, 2-year-old,
son, had not seen his injured fa-

ficer Alan Chick, who was struck by
a motorist along Interstate 20 be-
fore dawn Wednesday as he was
helping another driver whose truck
had broken down.

Tears trickled from swollen, red
eyes, and the fatigue of only six
hours’ sleep in two days showed in
her face as she talked of her hus-
band, who remained unconscious
yesterday. 1|

He was suffering primarily from

sently in 1984,

sen convicted at least eight times
«driving while intoxicated, most

fficer’s family keeps vigil
B | Cbﬁstmas to be briefrespite for wife, children

fluid pressure on his brain, his wife -

said yesterday afternoon. By late
last night, police sources indicated
that his condition had deteriorated.
Police Chief Thomas Windham was
at John Peter Smith Hospital with
Chick’s family.

At an afternoon news conference
at the hospital, 10-year police vet-
eran Lisa Chick said her husband
was “holding his own. His chances

(More on CHICK on Page 24) ‘

Wife Lisa Chick, cousin
Karen Griffith and father
Eugene Chick wait at the
hospital where Fort Worth
police officer Alan Chick is
clinging to life after being
struck by a motorist while
helping another driver
whose vehicle had stalled
along Interstate 20.

ones, who did not set Stander-
d’s bail, said judges consider sev- |
eral things when setting bail, includ-
-ing the number of previous convic-

| tigns, whether anyone was injured.

1 4 ' and a possible future threat to soci-
hick’s family and others have ¢

*‘Generally, a person hasa right to
bond,” Jones said. “The purpose | .

jtching video recordings of the,
“We're keeping that image of him

" eanwhile, Alan Chick remained
avily sedated and was not in pain,

Eugene Standerford, 55, of Dallas
s arrested at the scene of the ac-
nt on suspicion of drunken

Police said Standerford’s blood-
afohol level was 0.15 percent at the
tifne of the accident; state law says a

se on bail in the current case. | offa bond is to secure someone’s
'We have laws in this state to pre- Iap‘pearam:e in court, it’s not sup-
ent these people from driving, | posed tobe oppressive.”

ym getting their licenses back,” | Alan Chick’s father, Eugene
Lisa Chick, a community rela- Chick of Littleton, Colo., was in
tions officer in the Police Texas for the holidays when the ac-
Départment’s Weed and Seed pro- | ci
. “We need judges to carry out | jt
the sentencing.

WA . FIt bothers me that the man who
He [Standerford] is at home raf over him is out,” Eugene Chick
naw. He's at home with his familyat | said, standing beside his daughter-
Christmas. . . Ijustthinkitstinks,” |inflaw. “We need Jjudges that will
sthaid. le i

udge Molly Jones, a Tarrant ;
Cqunty criminal district court mag- |
istrate, explained that a standard |
recommended bail is$500 bondina |
first-offense DWI case and $1,000 |the
inja third-degree felony DWI case.
*“Fhose are very basic guidelines,”
essaid.

’s something about that that
ersme.”




Julic Ann Wright, the driver
Chick had stepped to help about 4
a.m. Wednesday, was similarly per-
plexed. j

¥I'm confused about how they
cobld release him when we don’t
even know what’s going to happen
to'the officer,” she said yesterday.
*“How could they release him?”

Like the Chick family, Wright
wds grateful for the outpouring of
support from friends and strangers
since theaccident.

On Thursday, Wright received a
1983 Ford pickup from Fort Worth
uséd-car dealer Jeff Owings. She
and herfiance, who have a sign com-
pany, had spent their available cash
only a month ago on the truck that
was hitintheaccident.

cause of financial problems,
theéy had not insured the truck,
Wright said. She acknowledged that

that was a violation of state law.

In the bed of the donated pickup
was a bicycle and a bag of wrapped
gifts for her two children, Christo-
pher Wright, 4, and Johnathon Serr,
15 months. The money for the gifts
was apparently raised by a victims
assistance program and individuals,
she said.

“I intend to send thank-you cards
to people I know who have helped,”
Wright said. “But saying thank you
to the people that I don’t even know,
that I cannot send a thank-you card
to, I want some way to say thank you
very, very much.”

Lisa Chick and Wright have not
met. They may thisafternoon.

“I’m going to visit him, visit the
family again,” Wright said yester-
day. -
~ Wright first visited Chick’s fam-

ily Thursday evening at John Peter
Smith, and she brought a bouquet of
flowers.

“They were like family to me
when I got there,” she said. “They
are so loving and appreciative. It
was a very overwhelming feeling.”

She said the smashup happened
so quickly that one moment Chick
was standing beside her on the driv-
er’s side of the truck, then he sud-
denly looked to his right, the glare of
headlights hit his face, and both her
truck and the officer were struck.

Within moments of the accident,
Wright had called for help on the

hand-held police radio on Chick’s |

belt.

“She’s convinced Alan saved her
life,” Eugene Chick said yesterday.
“But we are convinced she saved
his, t0o.”

Injured FW policeman

praised |
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BY ANITA BAKER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — While Fort

Worth police officer Alan Chick re- |
mained unconscious and in critical |
condition this morning, his fellow of- |
ficers were not surprised that he was .

injured while helping a stranded mo-
torist.
“He is a very determined officer

Officer big boost
to his colleagues

and that’s why he got hurt,” police
chaplain Terry Constant said yester-
day afternoon. ““He saw a person who
needed help and got out to help
them.”

Chick, 34, was struck by a driver
about 4 a.m. yesterday after the of-
ficer helped a woman start her stalled
car on Interstate 20 near the Wichita
Street exit. Police say the driver ap-
peared to be drunk.

The driver, Eugene Standerford,
55, of Dallas was being held in the
Tarrant County Jail this morning in

(More on CHICK on Page 2)

lieu of $10,0000 bail. According to
court records, Standerford has at
least five DWI convictions in Dallas
County, four of them felonies.

Police said Standerford failed a
field sobriety test after the accident
yesterday. Though Standerford re-
fused a Breathalyzer, police took a
blood sample, over his objection,
for analysis. That test showed
Standerford had an alcohol level of
.15, said Fort Worth police spokes-
woman Lt. Pat Kneblick. A person
is considered legally drunk if their
alcohol levelis. 10.

Throughout yesterday, while

Chick, a Burleson resident, lay un- -

conscious from massive head inju-
ries, officers filed in and out of the
John Peter Smith Hospital emer-
gency entrance to offer support and
then headed to Carter Blood Center
to donate blood on his behalf.

His wife, Lisa Chick, a neighbor-
hood patrol officer for the near
south side, remained by his side.

Although he is described as a ded-
icated police officer, duty has never
put a damper on an outgoing per-
sonality, officers said.

- “This man could make you laugh
in a heartbeat,” said a former part-
ner. officer Woody Holman.'



' Heishigh-spirited and always has| ~ “He personifies whata lot of us do

'a good attitude, officer Chip Fergu-| out there,” the officer said. “He isa

~son said. While working the day  strong person and isin God’s hands. -
shift, Chick made friends with Fer- | | feel like he will be OK.”
guson’s parents, who own a plumb-  Chick was struck after he had
ing company on his beat. He often | jump started the car of Julie Wright,
stopped by the shop for a cup of 24 of Fort Worth. He was handing a
coffee and to talk. set of jumper cables to her when a

Although he has spent most of his | white Cadillac struck the back of her

career working a midnight shift, | pickupand then hit Chick.

Chick switched to days about a year
ago, Holman said.

But he missed working nights,
when the pace is faster, and he
changed back a couple of months
ago. i

He has always been there for
other officers, whether they needed

help on a call or in their personal
life, said Holman, who was intro-
duced togolfby Chick.

The injured officer and his wife,
parents of a 2-year-old son, Jason,
met while on the force and married
eight to nine years ago. Chick also
has a daughter from a previous mar-
riage.

Described as dedicated police of-
ficers, both often spend free time
working with youth sports programs
sponsored by the Police
Department.

Chick often accompanied his wife
to functions where she works as a
neighborhood patrol officer in the
Police Department’s Weed and
Seed program.

“Both of them are very serious
and dedicated to what they are
doing,” said Beverly Dunn, Justice
of the Peace Pct. 8 chief clerk, who is
involved in neighborhood work
with Lisa Chick. She said residents
in the neighborhood started a
prayer vigil yesterday for the in-
Jured officer.

Officers described the 6-foot-plus
Chick as outgoing, polite, hard-
working and professional, a man
who isn’t shy about speaking his
mind.

“People kind of trust him,” Con-
stant said. “He is a good cop to have
onthescene.”

The Il-year veteran graduated
from the police academy in 1983 in
the top five of his class.

“He likes the streets and is very
street-smart,”” said Lt. P.N.
Jwanowski, who attended the police
academy with Chick.

*“He is just like a lot of officers —
very committed to people and likes
doing police work,” another police
officer said. Although the depart-
ment “wants us to help people,” of-
ficers don’t have to stop to assist
stranded motorists.

Wright and her brother-in-law
were stranded as they were return-
ing home from a visit with a friend
about 1 a.m. They waited in their
pickup on the shoulder of the road

' nearly three hours until they flagged
' down Chick’s patrol car.

' Wright suffered bruises and
| whiplash when her face hit the
windshield. Her brother-in-law,
Larry G. Moore, 41, a Fort Worth
carpenter was knocked un-
| conscious. Neither was seriously in-
jured.

| After the impact, Wright ran to
'Chick, who she said was un-
}conscious and bleeding. She then
attempted to call for assistance from
 Chick’s cruiser, but could not oper-
ate the radio. She then called for
help on Chick’s portable radio.

*“I wanted to save these men. I just
thank God I didn’t pass out,”
Wright said. “I had toreact.

“I was talking to the officer when
he was on the ground. I would touch
him and I would talk to him. I had a
feeling like he knew I was there. |
was taking his pulse, making sure I
wasn’t going to lose him when I
heard somebody talk on the little
walkie-talkie attached to his belt.

Fort Worth
describing

Burleson.

police Capt. Greg Gi
to other officers arriving
what happened during the accide

“I took it out of his belt very care-
fully, gently,” said Wright, who
credits her quick reaction to TV po-

lice shows such as Rescue 911. 1
| just started screaming in it and
| pushing those little buttons until
| oneworked.” .
Police Sgt. V.L. Autrey, who
. heard her frantic call said: “*She was
hysterical. She was yelling, ‘He’s
| 'down! He’sdown!” ”

Another officer who had left
Chick minutes earlier to pull over a
car for a traffic violation raced back

' to the scene at 4:05 a.m. The Cadil-
lac had stopped 300 to 400 feet far-
ther up the road, police said. Wright

| said she “‘never sawany brake lights,
and the vehicle stopped only when

| the vehicle ceased running,” ac-
~cordingtoa police report.
More than 150 officers donated
- blood for Chick yesterday. When
| theylearned that the loss of Wright’s
- pickup, which was totaled in the ac-
cident, would wipe out her sign
‘business, they took up a collection
in the hospital corridors to buy
Christmas gifts for her two children.

“It’s hard for me to accept this

[kindness] from people,” Wright

said. I don’t know if I’ve really
saved himornot.”

Fort Worth Star-Telegram / PAUL MOSELEY

vens, center, gestures while
at John Peter Smith Hospital
nt that injured Alan Chick of
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DWiTrecord prompts

f\

complaints laws are

BY THOMAS KOROSEC
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — The long drunken- |
driving record of the man accused in the
death of Fort Worth police officer Alan
Chick has stirred complaints that Texas’
laws and attitudes about driving while in-
toxicated are far too lenient.

Police say tests show that Dallas resident
Eugene Standerford, 55, was legally drunk
early Wednesday when his car struck
Chick as the officer helped a motorist at
the edge of Interstate 20.

Standerford had been arrested 12 previ-
ous times on suspicion of DWI and con-
victed eight times, most recently in Dallas
County in April 1985, according to state
records. A warrant for his arrest was issued |
after Chick died, but he was not in custody
last night.

Standerford had a valid Texas driver’s
license when Chick was struck, despite a
record that included three trips to Texas
prisons for felony DWI convictions.

“It’s incredible,” Police Chief Thomas
Windham said yesterday after Chick’s
death. “This state has been very tolerant of
alcohol and DWI. Sometime between the
first conviction and the eighth conviction,
something should have been done.”

Said Paula Watson, president of the Tar-

rant County chapter of Mothers Against |
Drunk Driving: “People see drinking and \
driving as socially acceptable. With the |
death of officer Alan Chick, people should
see it is not socially acceptable.”

Texas’ DWI code has been stiffened sev-
eral times in the years since Standerford’s
first arrest in the state, in January 1976,
legal experts said.

Still, said Assistant District Attorney
Steve Chaney, “people think these laws are
more severe than they really are.”

A person with repeated drunken-driving
convictions can be sentenced to a maxi-
mum of five years in prison, Chaney said.

“Because it is considered a nonviolent
crime, they.are going to be paroled at the
top of the list,” Chaney explained. “Even
for the habitual offender, the penalties are
fairly light.”

B
2 e V& S QT

of
too I ment"’

Under state law, a judge can suspend a
driver’s license for no more than two years,
Chaney added. “What you want to do is
stop the guy from driving drunk, and that’s
very hard todo,” he said.

Windham said that police plan to seek
involuntary-manslaughter charges against
Standerford; the charge is a third-degree
felony punishable by up to 10 years in
prison. - ;

Under criminal code changes that will |

“It’sincredible. This state

has beenvery tolerant of alco-
holand DWI.Sometime be-
tween the first conviction and
the eighth conviction, some-
thing should have been

done.”
— Thomas Windham
Fort Worth police chief

take effect in September, a drunken driver
responsible for a traffic death can be
charged with the new offense of intoxica-
tion manslaughter, a second-degree felony
punishable by up to 20 years in prison.

_ The new code also creates the offense of
intoxicated assault, a third-degree felony
applying to offenders who seriously injure
someone while operating a motor vehicle,
aircraft or boat while intoxicated. Under
current law, a first-offense drunken driver
who injures someone can be charged with
only amisdemeanor. | ‘
_ Standerford collected at least four driv-
ing-related charges in California and II-
linois before moving to Texas. His history

of drunken-driving arrests in Texas began
in Dallas Countyin January 1976.

In June 1976, he was sentenced to one
year’s probation. Less than a month later,
he was arrested again on the same charge,
police records show. o S
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Drlver sbail setat $210,000
in FW oﬁicer sroad death

Star-Telegram / PAUL MOSELEY

Eugene Lee Standerford arrives at Judge Sharen Wilson’s courtroom yesterday afternoon.
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FORT WORTH — Facing the possiblmy of a |

life prison sentence because of his drunken driv-
ing history, Eugene Lee Standerford remained in
the Tarrant County Jail this morning under
210,000 bail on two charges.

Stapderford 55 of Dallas, is accused of mor-
tuly injuring Fort Worth police officer Alan

Chick Dec. 22 in what police say was a drunken-

drivingincident..
Standerford surrendered yesterday and was

told that he, his home and his car will be wired

with monitoring devices if he bonds out of jall
again.

Standerford had been free after posting
$10,000 bail on the original DWI charge. Yester-

day a charge of involuntary manslaughter and ’

one of failure to stop and render aid were added.

Each is a felony and, in separate
proceedings, two Tarrant County
judges required $105,000 bail on
each charge.

Standerford’s defense attorney,
Randy Taylor of Dallas, described
his client as an indigent but said that
he was ready to post bail on the
involuntary manslaughter charge.

Most bail bond operators require
20 percent of a recommended bail,
which in Standerford’s case would
be more than $40,000 on both
charges.

Asked how Standerford could pay
that, Taylor, who is not court-
appointed, said, “Perhaps he has a
rich uncle.” ‘

Taylor said that he was surprised
by the second charge.

Prosecutors, meanwhile, said
they can seek a life sentence because
Standerford has been sent to prison
three times for felony convictions of
driving while intoxicated.

“There’s not going to be any plea
bargain in this case. The state willbe |
seeking the maximum penalty,” |
said Richard Alpert, Tarrant Coun-
ty assistant district attorney and
chief prosecutor in the case.

If Standerford is released on bail
in the death of 11-year police vet-

Fund established

-A fund has been established for the
family of Fort Worth police officer
Alan Chick. Contributions may be
sent to The Alan Chick Family
Fundin care of Greg B. Wood, Pru-
dential - Securities/Fort Worth,
%o';aylw St., Fort Worth, Texas

i
|

and his defense attorney conceded
 yesterday that elaborate monitoring
equipment will not ensure that the
msuspect will np; dmnk and drive
in
“We're not pln; to know [for

sure] unless we go every step with
-him,” said ty Chief Mike
Culpepper, heuﬁ of the Police De-

partment’s special services bureau.

Judge Robert Cortez, a Tarrant
County Criminal District Court |
magistrate, arraigned Standerford
last night on a charge of failure lo
stopand renderaid.

Earlier in the day, state District
Judge Sharen Wilson arraigned
Standetforql ona chn;e of involun-

b
Culpepper and another high-
ranking police official attended
Standerford’s first court appear- l
“ance yesterday and expressed anger
that the suspect — convicted eight
previous times of drunken driving
— still has a driver’s license and

‘smdsachanceofmmomafml :

again.

A court cannot suspend a llcemc
unless there's a conviction, Cortez
said, adding, “not a prior convic-
tion but a current case before the
court.”

As he prepared to surrender be-l

fore Judge Wilson, Standerford re-
peatedly declined to respond to
shouted questions from reporters.
“Speak to my lawyer,” he wd,‘
showing no emotion.
OﬁicerChnck, thcmmSundcrford
is accused of running over, died
Monday, ending a five-day struggle
for survival that had attracted an
around-the-clock vigil by hundreds
of police officers.

Chick, the father of two, m hnrt
while helping a motorist in a stalled
pickup in the 1400 block of South-
east Loop 820. Police have said that
| tests showed that Standerford’s
bloodalcoholoomemm 15 when
ﬁ%ﬂ&m mrv;d;.imomm

Loop, ing ‘
and then the officer. In Tﬁﬁ
considered legally drunk with a
bwﬂwholmtm 1 ek

eran Chick, sevml county officials| P™

NAC

start, officials said.

But even Taylor
monitoring

pmofAndAlpMmd.

noguarantees.”
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| rested nine times in Dallas County

sentence if he is convicted of invol-

untary manslaughter in the death of
‘a Fort Worth police officer, pros-
ecutors said yesterday, because his

- previous DWI convictions subject

Pim to Texas’ repeat felony offender
aw.

The offense of involuntary man-
slaughter is normally a third-degree
felony punishable by up to 10 years
in prison. Under the Texas penal
code, however, the sentence can
range from 25 years to life in prison
if the conviction comes on a third
felony offense. By

- Standerford, who accumulated at
least four driving-related charges in

. California and Illinois before mov-
~ ing to Texas, began his history of

DWiIs in Dallas County in January
1976, when he was arrested by Dal-
las police. That June, he was sen-

- tenced to one year’s probation on
- thecharge.

Less than a month later, he was
arrested again on the same charge,
and again in late September 1976,
police records show. Those charges,
handled together as misdemeanors,

ledtoan eight-dav iail sentence.

Then, a DWI arrest in March f

- 1977 led to a 10-day jail sentence,
“court records show. ! |
In all, Standerford has been ar-

on DWI charges, and sent to prison
three times on felony convictions.
For two DWI arrests in Dallas in
early 1978, he pleaded guilty in Sep-
tember 1978 and was sentenced to
18 months in prison, court records
show. Arriving in prison in October
1978, he was paroled in May 1979. 1
Seventeen months later, in Octo-
ber 1980, he was arrested in Plano
on DWI charges. While he was
awaiting trial, he was arrested again

in February 1981 ona DWI charge. ’

Under a plea bargain, he was sen- |

tenced to two years in prison for
* both of the offenses, records show,
and served a year in prison. '

In January 1984, he was arre‘ggcw
on another charge of driving
intoxicated, this time in the
block of Skillman Street in Dallas.
‘After a trial before a Dallas j ’

-Standerford was found guilty and
sentenced to three years in priso
In April 1985, after losing an ap-
peal, he began serving his sentence,
“and he was released in April 1986.
according to court and prisor
- records. ~ L,

|
|
i

| Inall, he has been arrested nine times in
~ Dallas County.on drunken-driving charg-
es. The last three resulted in prison time.

In May 1978, he was sentenced to 18
months in prison; he began serving the
sentence in October and was released in
June 1979.
~ After an arrest in Plano in November
1980, he was sentenced to two years in
‘prison in April 1981 and paroled a year
later. ;

Finally, after a January 1984 arrest,
Standerford was sentenced to three years
in prison; he began serving that sentence in
April 1985 and wasreleased a year later.

“Twelve arrests; it’s ridiculous,” said
Brenda Daniels, vice president of
MADD?’s Tarrant County chapter. “Some
of these judges need to be accountable. We
have to ask them, ‘Why don’t you start
givingthe maximum? ”

- Daniels said her organization’s tele-
phone has been “ringing off the hook”
since. Wednesday. “We’ve been beating
our heads against the wall, but nobody

cares until it hurts someone in the public
eye,” she said.
Daniels said she and several other local

 MADD officers were in Dallas yesterday,

trying to visit the fourjudges who presided

\ ‘over Standerford’s trials.

She said that her group plans to follow
Standerford’s case in the Tarrant County
courts as well. s

- Watson concurred. “If our judges treat
this lightly, we’re going to turn this city
upside down; we’re going to clean house,”

~ shesaid.

Others are not so confident that tougher
laws are theanswer todrunken drivers. = .
“They’ll still be competing for pri:.%

" beds with robbers, rapists, kidnappers arid

other serious criminals,” Chaney saigh

- “Punishment hasn’t been the best deter-
~ rent; these people are still getting behix;ﬁ
the wheel.” 4.4

Windham said he often hears that DWi :
offenders go to the head of the line in the
parole process, “as if these offenses are,nj’g

. serious.” © 4

“I would argue that this case [the death
of Chick] substantiates what I have said for
a long time,” Windham said. “A burglar
will steal your goods buta drunk driver will

kill you. It has to be dealt with in a mogéf
severe manner.” :

icer’s death

AP et
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coffin bearing Fort Worth police officer  Park. A car struck Chick, fatally injuring
Alan Chick is carried past a flag at half-staff nuhwmmhawﬁ:m
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BY BILLTEETER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

The death of officer Alan Chick
 leftbehind agrieving Police Depart-
~ment, but it showed how far Fort
- Worth police have come in forging
bonds with the civilians they serve,

an official said last week.
Chick was a patrol officer whose
- wife, Lisa Chick, is a neighborhood
patrol officer with the Weed And
- Seed program. The program oper-

~ates in the Polytechnic Heights,

- near southeast and Stop Six neigh-
borhoods of southeast Fort Worth.

Alan Chick was fatally injured

- when struck by a car in what police
say was a drunken-driving accident
Dec. 22. The driver of the car, Eu-
gene Lee Standerford, has been

Lisa Chick having to be at the hospi-
tal. Other officers would also have
to help support her and be pursuing
action related to the accident and
ultimately Alan Chick’s death on
Dec. 27.

Although regular Weed And Seed :

officers were tied up dealing with
the situation, files still got filed and
telephones still got answered, Wil-
liams said. ;

“It’s almost like there was a crisis
team we had never discussed. They

knew what was needed to staff us. |

They knew there would be disrup-
tions,” Williams said.

Rocky Collins, a 15-year-old law
enforcement Explorer from South-
west High School, was one who sac-
rificed his time during Christmas
break to help.

charged with involuntary man-
slaughter and failure to stop and
render aid in the case.

Many in the neighborhoods are
well acquainted with Lisa Chick, if
not with her husband, said the Weed
And Seed commander, Lt. J.C. Wil-
liams. Shortly after Alan Chick was

~injured in the car-pedestrian ac-
cident on Southeast Loop 820,
southeast Fort Worth residents re-
sponded from their hearts, Wil-
liams said.

“Inthe 15 years I have been in the
department I have never seen this;
it’soverwhelming,” Williams said.

Folks from the neighborhood and
Citizens on Patrol were im-

- mediately on hand to help. It was a
given that Weed And Seed would
already be short one officer with’

“Today I've been filing for Weed
And Seed,” Collins said Dec. 28. “I
spent a lot of time at the hospital. I
was escorting people to cars. I got
ice, Cokes and food and whatever
theyneeded,” Collins said.

Collins, who knows Lisa Chick,
explained what caused him to react.
« “Lisa, she is real nice. I think she
would do the same thing for me,”
Collins said. “I was out of school.
Why not help?” ; ;

Ella Collins Nelson, who is presi-
‘dent of Neighborhoods Organized
for Substance Abuse Prevention,
alsoacted to help.

“I knew they were going to be
short-handed. I went to Weed And
Seed to answer the phone,” Nelson
said. ] :
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DWI case to be
assigned special
prosecutor

By MAXB. BAKER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Tarrant
County District Attorney Tim
Curry said he plans to appoint a
special prosecutor to handle a driv-
ing-while-intoxicated case involv-
ing a former assistant district at-
torney and judicial candidate.

Lisa A. Ryan, 32, was charged
with driving while intoxicated on
New Year's Eve. Ryan worked for
Curry from 1987 to 1990 and is the
Republican candidate for the newly
created County Criminal Court of
Appeals.

She is free on a $1,000 cash bail
bond.

Although appointing the special
prosecutor is not legally necessary
because Ryan is no longer an em-
ployee, Curry said he believes it is
wise because Ryan has so many
friends who are still employed by
thedistrictattorney.

“She has a lot of friends in the
office and there is a lot of uneasy
feelings about it [the case] in the
office,” Curry said.

Curry’s office has used special
prosecutors for other assistant dis-
trict attorneys who have been
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated.

A special prosecutor was also

| Suspect’s
‘bail status

|

I

used to handle the prosecution of |

former Tarrant County Sheriff Don
Carpenter, as well as Curry’s son in
afelony drug case.

Ryan had until yesterday to with-
draw from the race. Her first court
appearance on the misdemeanor
charge is scheduled for March 16,
after the March 8 primary, in which
she has no Republican opposition.

Ryan was stopped while driving
her black Chevrolet Suburban in the
Stockyards area New Year's Eve.
Police said she was swerving be-
tween lanes and had difficulty with
partsof a field sobriety test.

The police officer who stopped
her said she mentioned her former
job and political aspirations and
warned that an officer could get into
trouble for arresting her.

questioned
edin officer’s

Man charg
traffic death still jailed ”

BY THOMAS KOROSEC
AND JACK DOUGLAS JR. |
Fort Worth Star-Telegram !
FORT WORTH — An attorney for aman accused |
of involuntary manslaughter in the traffic death of a
Fort Worth police officer complained yesterday that

a Tarrant County judge is “messing with” his client ’ ‘

by not letting the man post bail.
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DWI death
suspect let

out of jail

Strict rules given to man
- accused of killing officer

BY KATHY SANDERS
AND M.C. MOEWE
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — A Dallas man accused of kill-
ing a Fort Worth police officer in an alcohol-related
traffic accident went home from jail yesterday under
stringent stipulations that he abstain from alcohol
and stay home except for occasional job or grocery
excursions, officials said.

Eugene Lee Standerford, 55, was surrounded by
probation officials about 9:30 a.m. yesterday as he
walked out of the Tarrant County Jail coatless and in
shirtsleeves in numbing cold winds. He repeatedly
declined to answer questions, referring reporters to
hisattorney.

The unemployed man, who has served three prison
sentences on drunken-driving convictions, was es-
corted to a waiting county car and then taken to his
residence.

*He’s being taken to his home, where electroni¢
monitoring devices will be installed,” said Don
Smith, director of the probation division, which will*
monitor Standerford.

He will be required to wear a device on an ankle
that will alert officials if he leaves his house without
permission, Smith said. A machine equipped with a.
camera and breath analyzer was installed in Stander-.
ford’s residence yesterday. A computer will phone his
home randomly and he will be instructed to blow into
the machine, which will then automatically take his
photograph. '

: - Fort Worth Star-Telegram / DALE BLACKWELL
E ugene Lee Standerford, 55, walks out of

the Tarrant County Jail Yyesterday, sur-
rounded by probation officials. He is accused

in the death of 2 police officer in an al -
related trafficaccident. —
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Cirelli, Sikes freed
from jail
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atter case dropped

- BYROLANDS.MARTIN
é 'AND KATHY SANDERS
Fori Worth Star-Telegram k
FORT WORTH — Ending two months of con-
ﬁnemer?t, Brandi Michelle Cirelli and Sherrie
Lynn Sikes walked out of Tarrant County Jail
yesterday after prosecutors dropped charges that
accused them ofa murder-for-hire scheme.
~ They dech'neq to talk with waiting reporters
except for a parting expression of disgust over the

| Coverage of the case, which involved the killings of

(‘ twc; college women. “After what y’all said about
- Us,” said a visibly upset Sikes, “yall can g0 to
! hell.”

Sikeé and Cirelli were relea
rell sed less than 24
hours after making a plea bargain in which pros-

| €cutors dropped charges of solicitation of capital

{ murder. As part.of the arrangement, they pleaded
gullt)f to possess:qn of marijuana stolen from slay-
 Ing-victim Chaamng Freelove’s apartment and re-

| :

| ceived 10years’ probation,

[ The two women had been in jail since Nov. 16,

olchert, two college students who wer
i shot todeath inavacant field in south Fo?'tewfgr:?ld
Thplt arrests were based on the statements o'f
| two mformants who told police that the women
- lried to hire them to ki]] Freelove. But Assistant
\ District Attorney Terri Moore said that pros-

. polygraph tests and after interviews of witnesses

’Release |

From Page21.

Sikes, 24, and Cirelli, 20, left the
Tarrant County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment shortly after 11 a.m. after re-

ceiving the terms of their probation

- from department officials.

While walking through the doors

~ towait for relatives to pick them up,

the two women lighted cigarettes

' and turned their backs on reporters

seeking to interview them.
 Responding to a comment from a
reporter who said that the court-
- appointed defense attorney said
that the two wanted to tell their side
of the story, Sikes shot back, “Well,
call him,” :

Cirelli, with her blond hair tucked
beneath a brown hat and carrying a

‘bag of items, said, “I don’t want to
talk.” ;

The women, without coats or

_Jackets, shivered in the cold for
nearly 30 minutes while waiting for
relatives to pick them up.

Cirelli’s grandparents hugged her
upon their arrival and whisked her
away. Sikes was picked up by her
‘stepfather.

Darron Deshone “Taz” Curl, 22,
and Melvin James “Boot” White II,

19, reportedly gang members and
friends of Cirelli and Sikes, were
arrested Nov. 18 and charged with |
capital murder in the deaths of |
Freelove and Golchert.

Prosecutors have said from the
start that the slayings were separate
from allegations that Cirelli and
Sikes attempted to contract the kill-
ing. Althouth Curl and White were

friends of Cirelli and Sikes, authori-

ties said that the men’s motive for
the slayings was robbery.
The terms of Cirelli’s and Sikes’

plea bargain do not require them to

testify against the men.

Jim Sinclair, the county’s as-
sistant director for adult probation
said that while on probation the
women must:

® Pay probation fees.

m Have monthly visits with a
probation officer. ;

m Perform 160 hours of com-
munity service. ‘

®m Submit to urinalysis and

‘blood tests for controlled sub-

stances.

m Complete an adult education
class or provide a high school di-
ploma oritsequivalent.

If Cirelli’s or Sikes’ tests indicate
use of a controlled substance, the
woman who tests positive will un-
dergo more screening and counsel-
ing, Sinclair said.
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running for jail

North Grand Prairie industrial
district included in possible sites

By MEDE NIX

Fort Worth Star-Telegram
GRAND PRAIRIE — Correc-
tions Corporation of America,
which recently dropped a proposed
jail site in south Grand Prairie in the

face of community opposition, has

found three more possible sitesin its
bid to win the contract to build and
run the state facility.

The sites are in a far north Grand
Prairie, in Glenn Heights in far
south Dallas County, and in Venus
in Johnson County, company Vice
President Robert Britton said.

The Grand Prairie site, along Roy
Orr Boulevard near the Dallas-
Tarrant county line and the West
Fork of the Trinity River, is zoned

light industrial and may not draw

the same negative reaction as the
earlier site, Britton said.

CCA wants to win the right to
build a 2,000-bed, $50 million state

jail that will house nonviolent Dal-
las County inmates. Britton said the
facility would employ 700 people,
with an annual payroll of about $13,
million.

If the site is in Grand Prairie, the
city would receive about $400,000 a
year and the school district
$600,000 annually from CCA, in
lieu of property taxes.

But CCA is competing with at
least two other companies.

U.S. Corrections Corp., based in
Louisville, Ky., wants to renovate a
warehouse on Stemmons Freeway
in Dallas, next door to the corporate
headquarters of Mary Kay Cosmet-

ics.

And a ﬁrmdrheaded by former

Texas Criminal Justice Board
Chairman Charles Terrell has se-
cured a site in Hutchins, which will
be home to another lockup to be
operated by the state prison system.

Britton said his company is inter-
ested in Grand Prairie despite an
outery from 1,600 residents who at-
tended a Jan. 10 public hearing on
"the south site. At the meeting, CCA
announced that it had dropped
plans for thessite.

“I still think it will be good for
Grand Prairie,” Britton said.
“Since that meeting, there have
beenalot of people in Grand Prairie
that have called and said they want
lit.”
| A

The north site would meet the
county’s requirement that the jail be
at least 1,000 feet from a residence,

Britton said. The nearest homes lie

about 2,000 feet east in the River
Ridge East Mobile Home Park. The
Nottingham and Wildwood Oaks
subdivisions are about a mile away
and are separated from the site by
the Trinity River.

A public hearing to discuss the
site is set for Feb. 23 at Shady Grove
Church, 1829 W. Shady Grove
Road, Britton said. CCA will hold
public hearings in Venus, on Feb.
21, and in Glenn Heights, on Feb.

L2

After proposals are received, the
Dallas County Community Justice
Council will recommend a site to
the State Board of Criminal Justice,
which will %ke the final selectionz\/



behaved himself while he w

of jail. At least no one that we know o
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Alternative jail program needs money

Both the Tarrant County Jail and a
, program designed to ease jail over-
crowding are filled beyond their capaci-

- ties. Something has to give. ;
. This week, the Tarrant County com-

- | missioners will consider funding two ad-

|
|

|
|

|
|

ditional staff members within the Sher-
iff Department’s Community Service
- Program, expanding its capacity from
1,000to0 1,500 participants.
Theyoughttodoit.
. Countyjail occupancy is about 20 per-
. cent higher than capacity, and the Com-
- munity Service Program, established in
- 'late 1992 to divert some of the less vio-
lent, first-time offenders, has 1,150 par-
{ ﬁCipaﬂts.J v
The benefits of this alternative to jail
" are clear. A judge sentences eligible of-
fenders to perform a certain number of
days of public service within a specified
number of months for nonprofit organi-
zations or governmental agencies. An
offender does the job or goes to jail.
Not only do participants ease jail
overcrowding, but they also work for

free, giving back to society instead of
costing $30 per day to be locked away.

~ One stipulation of the program is that
community service not interfere with a
participant’s job or home life, says Capt.
James Moore, director of the com-
munity service program. That way, the
participants remain contributing mem-
bers of the community both through the
taxes they pay and the services they pro-
vide. -

- “This is the most viable alternative to
incarceration,” Moore says. “It exposes
the participants to the downside [of
crime]. And the downside is incarcera-
tion.” ‘

The jail itself, located one floor above
the program’s offices at 300 Belknap St.,
isasalient reminder of the downside.

The next best thing to showing people
the consequences of crime before they
commit their first one is to reach them
before they commit a second. The Com-
munity Service Program should be fund-
ed to reach as many nascent criminals as
possible. :
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CLEBURNE — Elon Teresa
Rust, a homemaker, died Friday at
‘Cleburne hospital. She was 96. o

_Funeral will be at 2 p.m. today at
- Crosier-Pearson-Mayfield Funeral
Home in Cleburne. Burial will be in
Cleburne Memorial T

Mrs. Rust was a member of Col-
lege Heights Baptist Church in
Cleburne.

She was the widow of Willie B,
Rust. ‘ ) !
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“Suggested

Mansfield facility
-/eeds to boost security,
“‘inform community of
¥iolent offenders, state
| ?f:ficial says.

il By LisA BLACK

» i Fort Worth Star-Telegram

. MANSFIELD — Officials at the
_prison boot camp in Mansfield
should consider beefing up security
i‘ﬂn'd alerting the community that vi-
_Olent offenders continue to be
‘hqused at the facility, said a spokes-
_man from the Texas Department of

Criminal Justice.

CCMfitisa circumstance that is a
: ‘,fp"rqrunner to major change, you
, heed to indicate that you are redi-

recting your intentions,” said Dick-

. Lewis of the state’s Community Jus-
‘M ice Division, which completed an
. Audit of the boot camp’s so-called
- shock-incarceration program last
; ‘;t‘{lbpth. The audit included a recom-
~mendation that boot camp officials
remove 13 inmates whom the state
, i'egarded as violent offenders.
., “Their original expression was
'ﬁpég nonviolent offenders would be
.;i:’?nsidered for placement in the fa-
‘cility,” Lewis said. “The state does
rTecognize the need for judges to
make their placements appropriate
according to individual case.”
. Fhe audit, a routine investigation
‘of the boot camp that was moved up
in'the wake of a sexual harassment
controversy at the facility in the
isummer, said the community had
ibeen assured in public hearings be-
fore the facility opened in February
{1992 that violent offenders would
4notbesent there.
i Local officials who oversee the
rogram disagree with the state’s
efinition of violent offenders and
isay they see no need to follow the
recommendations.
i The officials are continuing dis-
:cussions with state auditors and ex-
ect to resolve the dispute before
E:ate funding is determined in Au-

st. ‘
i The state provided nearly all the

2 million required to operate the
(More on CAMP on Page 16)
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Camp

ate compromises with local jurisdic-

‘f program during fiscal 1993, records
| show.

FromPage9

The state agency prefers to negoti-

tions and has never withheld fund- ‘

~ing from a prison facility, Lewis

said.

District Judge Don Leonard said
the judges have the ultimate author-
ity to decide which offenders will be
sent to the boot camp. ‘

“We get paid to give judgment,
and we think we have it,” said Leo-
nard, one of 18 criminal court judg-

€8 who monitor the boot camp

f

through the Tarrant County Com-
munity Supervision and Correc-
tions Department.

“We’re not sending any mad kill-
ers or rapists out there,” he said.
“They were more marginal. I don’t
think we’ve sent anybody out there
that is of such a violent danger that
it would threaten the people around
there or even the [boot campl] resi-
dents.”

The state agency classified 13 of
120 boot camp inmates as violeqt
offenders when conducting an audit
‘of the program between June 28 and
July 1.

Nine of the so-called violent of-
fenders remain at the boot camp,
and others have graduated from the
program, boot camp administrator
Ron King said.

One of the offenders was charged
with robbery after snatching a

purse, and another drove a getaway
car after an accomplice held up a
convenience store with a knife,
King said. Others committed rob.-
beries without weapons or bodily
injury, although there was a threat
~of violence in some cases, he said.

Boot camp administrators have
never refused to accept an inmate
with a history of violence or threat
of violence, King said. None of the
offenders targeted by the state have
caused a problem at the boot camp,
he said. :

“The judges have been using real
good judgment,” he said. “We don’t
have anyone out here that has com-
mitted a heinousact.”

The Tarrant County Community
Supervision and Corrections De-
partment is required to submit the
boot camp’s annual criminal Jjustice
plan to state officials April 1.

State officials suggested that the
department include its intentions
on housing violent offenders in the
document.

Leonard said he doesn’t see the
need.

“Of course we’re not going to say
we’re putting more violent of-
fenders in there because we don’t
agree we have,” he said.

Acting Mansfield Mayor Tom
Fraser said he has not heard any
complaints from residents about the
boot camp, whose goalis to rehabili-
tate youthful offenders through mil-
itary-style training and self-help
classes.

“We as elected officials are al-

- Ways cognizant of the fact that that

fag:ility is there, and we try to main-
tain an awareness of who is placed
there.”
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FORT WORTH — A 37-year-old
inmate of the Tarrant County Jail
was hospitalized on life support sys-
tems last night after jailers found

him hangipg by a sock in his cell,

-officialssaid.

The man, who was not identified
pending notification of relatives,
~was found hanging at 5:09 p.m. in
the old jail at 300 W, Belknap St. by
-officers making their evening meal

rounds, said Lt. G.M. Hendrix, a
spokesman for the Tarrant County
Sheriff’s Department.
“He used a sock to hang himself
and apparently broke his neck

.

Inmate who was found hanging
in cell is hospitalized, officials say

jumping off the toilet,” Hendrix
said. “The officers had just made a
check about 20 minutes before feed-
ingtime at 4:40 and he was fine.”
The man was at John Peter Smith

Hospital last night, Hendrix said.,

*“The prisoner is on life support but
has nobrain waves,” he said.

The prisoner was alone in a cell on
“I Row,” a high-security isolation
area, Hendrix said. “He has been
known to start fires before but had

exhibited no suicidal tendencies.

priorto this event,” Hendrix said.

- The department’s criminal inves-.
tigation unit is investigating the in-

cident, Hendrix said.
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Daughter arrested in Mansfield case.

BY JESSAMY BROWN
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

MANSFIELD — Police arrested
the daughter of a slain Mansfield
man yesterday and said they plan to
file a charge of conspiracy to com-
mit capital murder against the 20-
year-old woman tomorrow.

Jennifer Nicole Yesconis was

being held last night at the Mans-
field Law Enforcement Center in
lieu of $500,000 bail, said police Lt.
Steve Noonkester. She was sched-
uled to be arraigned today, police
said.

Michael Heath, 17, were arrested
Feb. 4 and charged with capital
murder in the killings. According to
the arrest affidavit, police and fam-
ily members, Wetmore is Nicole
Yesconis’ boyfriend and lived with
herinan Arlington apartment.

Wetmore and Heath are being
held in Tarrant County Jail in lieu of
$500,000 bail each.

Nicole Yesconis was arrested at
the Mansfield police station yester-
day afternoon.

According to the arrest affidavit,
Wetmore told police that Nicole
Yesconis began discussing her fa-
ther’skilling in December. Yesconis
told Wetmore that if her father died
before she turned 21, she would get

about a quarter-million dollars, the

affidavit says.

According to the affidavit, Yesco-
nis told police that there had been a
plan to rob the couple and that Wet-
more had planned to torture them
by poking out their eyes or cutting
off their hands.

Yesconis told police that she
knew Wetmore was on his way to
her father and stepmother’s house
Jan. 29 with a gun, and said she
decided not to go and did not try to
contact them, the affidavit says. She
said he later returned and told her
that he had killed the couple, the
affidavit says.

Nicole Yesconis told police that,
two days later, she took Wetmore to
Joe Pool Lake, where they threw out
the 9mm gun used in the shootings,
the affidavit says.

Police plan charges
against woman, 20,
in slayings of couple

Allegations of Yesconis’

involvement in the killings were de-
tailed in a five-page arrest warrant
affidavit that police released yester-
day.
Nicole Yesconis' mother, Sue
Shannon, said her daughter denies
the allegations.

*“She’s telling me, no, she was not

Police cited insurance money asa
possible motive in the killings.

During a Feb. 4 search of Nicole
Yesconis’ apartment, police found a
handwritten note containing direc-

tions to the Mansfield home and a
floor plan, Noonkester said.

Police said the Yesconises had
been preparing dinner for guests be-
fore they were killed. According to
the affidavit, Wetmore arranged
dinner with the Yesconises on the
day of the killings, then told Nicole
Yesconis that her father was “real
gullible, that he had just invited to
dinner the guys that were going to
kill him.”

Wetmore said that later that day,
he and Nicole argued over how Wet-
more would kill the couple, the af-
fidavit says.

Shannon said her daughter told
her last week that Robert Yesconis
had sexually molested her during
her childhood. Nicole Yesconis did
not elaborate, her mother said.

Robert Yesconis’ brother said he
was not surprised at the arrest but
did not believe his niece’s accusa-
tions of abuse.

*I can’t believe that he would ever
do something like that,” said Steve
Yesconis, 29, of Pennsylvania. “I
think this is a bunch of games."

involved. She did not help plan it,”
said Shannon, 44, of Arlington.
“She’s very upset. She feels like the
police have tricked her.”

No more arrests are expected,
Noonkester said.

A co-worker of Aletha and Robert
Yesconis discovered their bodies
Jan. 31 at their home in a year-old
Mansfield subdivision. They had
been shot to death as they were pre-
paring a pasta dinner for guests, po-
lice said.

Jeremiah Lee Wetmore, 18, and

(Moreon ARREST on Page 16)

Nicole Yesconis
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on unpaxd leave today pendmg reso-

~lution of the case, Mansﬁeld Lt. L

~,_,'Steve Noonkestersaid. .
‘ ’ tenmng it to hap-; j:

- ment was handed down. “My pur-
_pose was to save lives. .. E
‘whatlwanttodo.” .
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‘Daughter
charged in
two deaths

Tarrant gives
green light for
Chevy Camaros

By BiLL HANNA
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

* FORT WORTH — There’s noth-

ing like a fast car to prevent a high-
speed chase, according to Tarrant
County Sheriff David Williams.

And with Tarrant County
commissioners agreeing by a 3-2
vote yesterday to spend $67,256 for
four Chevrolet Camaros, the sheriff
says his department has a new tool
tostop speeders in their tracks.

Williams told commissioners yes-
terday that the sight of a Camaro
patrol car will intimidate speeders
and make them think twice about
fleeing.

But County Commissioner Bob
Hampton and County Judge Tom
Vandergriff voted against the ve-
hicles, expressing concerns that
there will be an increase in high-
speed chases.

Last year, the Sheriff’s
Department was involved in 21

(Moreon CARS on Page 16).

Suspect is transferred
In Mansfield killings

BY RACHEL GREENWALD

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

ARLINGTON — A 20-year-old Arlington woman

was formally cha
deaths in Mans

officials said.

rged yesterday in the Jan, 29 shooting
field of her father and stepmother,

Jennifer Nicole Yesconis was transferred from
Mansfield to the Tarrant County Jail yesterday after-
noon, where she was being held on 2 charge of con-
Spiracy to commit capital murder. Bail has been set at

$500,000.

_Yescbr_lis’ boyfriend, Jeremiah Lee Wetmore, and
friend Michael Heath are charged with capital murder.

Yesconis,
interviewed

wlgo is known as Nicole, declined to be
. ed this week, saying she preferred to wait
| until she is represented by an attorney. Nicole’s moth-
er, Sue Shannon, has said the family will need a court-

appointed lawyer. :

Robert and Aletha Yesconis were found shot to
death in their Mansfield home on Jan. 31 when a
wgrrie;! co-worker stopped by to check on the couple.

chases, including one that went
from Denton to Benbrook and
ended when Department of Public
Safety troopers shot out the tires of a
vehicle. ;

“We think most people won’t

mePagelS

“Because of [the Camaro’s] abil-
ity to accelerate quickly, you have

less chance of losing sight of a ve-

hicle on these two-lane roads — and
that’s where they get the idea to
run,” hesaid.

The Sheriff’'s Department’s cur-
rent chase policy limits the number

.of vehicles involved to two and plac-

es a field supervisor in control, Bell
said. If a deputy believes a chase is
becoming dangerous, the deputy
should end it, Bell said.

When delivered, the Camaros

the sheriff’'s deputies occurred in
1993.

Theseareas are: .

® Farm Road 1187 west of the
Mansfield city limit to the Fort
Worth city limit at Oak Grove
Road.

@ An area known as the five
points, which includes U.S. 287
North, business U.S. 81 North and

Farm Road 718. -

. m Farm Road 1220 north of the
Fort Worth city limit to Lake

id or flee from us when they see ered, th ,
fl:,:tl ki.(:;i of car,” said Lt. Ray )llaeu, will be used primarily in four areas Country Estates.
Sheriff’s Department patrol com- of Tarrant County where 68 percent m U.S. 377 and Farm Road 1187
mander. of the 769 accidents investigated by near Benbrook Lake. 1¢
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THERE'S ONE
BIG PROBLEM
WITH "THREE
STRIKES AND
YOU'RE OUT!".
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Jail smoke isn’t pro-life

When Tarrant County Sheriff David
Williams was campaigning for his office, I
was mystified as to why he put forth “pro-
life” views that did not at the time seem to
berelevant to the position.

However, after finding out that some
pregnant inmates and pregnant county jail
employees have complained about the
Class A carcinogen being allowed in three
of the four county jail facilities, I believe
that Williams has a “pro-life” duty to elimi-

A\

thejails.

ETS contains many toxic and carcino-
genic elements, Fetuses or unborn children
certainly should not be exposed to such
poisonous chemicals. Neither should the
inmates and the jailers, especially those
with asthma and chronic bronchitis.
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And according to the U.S. surgeon gen-

| eral’s 1986 report on ETS, there is no

known threshold for the cancer-causing ef-
fect of tobacco smoke, so the only way to
guarantee the protection of these innocent
unborn children, their mothers and per-

| haps even their fathers is to completely

eliminate ETS from the county jails.

I would hope that Williams would not
concern himself with the money that would
be lost at the jail commissary when ciga-
rettes are no longer allowed to be sold there.
“Pro-life” supporters have always con-
demned the selfishness and greed ac-

nate environmental tobacco smoke from < | companying the decision to endanger the

life of an unborn child.
If Williams does not immediately begin

{ implementing a smoke-free jail policy, I

would hope that the “pro-life” forces in the
community would stage a protest at the
three smoke-filled jails in defense of the
unborn children who are being assaulted by
a Class A carcinogen, If not, Williams and
“pro-life” supporters should not be sur-
prised when people choose to dismiss them
merely as “anti-choice.”
'Diane G. Emery
. Colleyville
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“I feel that the majority at this
table started it [the gang fighting),”
'a jailed Crips member nicknamed
|“Copperhead” said during yester-
I day’s radio broadcast. “We talked

‘toalot of people last night and there

' arealot of people” for the truce.

In Los Angeles County, a truce
called among all gangs after the
April 1992 riots had mixed results.
Although most areas have seen the
truce collapse, law officers said they
believe that the effect was positive
and that they would support it
again.

*“It was a flimsy one, a very short-

4time one,” said South Los Angeles

Bureau Chief Mark Kroeker. The
truce lasted only a few months in his
section of the city, he said. “But you
can’t criticize it because it saved
some lives.”

In nearby Compton, the truce is
believed to have caused a 30 percent
drop in the city’s overall homicide
rate — 59 killings in 1992, com-
pared with87in 1991, A

Lt. Reggie Wright supervised the
gang-homicide unit in Compton,
which has a population of about
100,000, when the truce began. His
department has documentation —
either by arrests or interviews — of
7,500 gang members in the city. X

The truce held for about a yea: in
Compton, and Wright said he con-
siders it a success. ‘

Kroekersaid that even though the
truce was short-lived, it was worth
it. “I'd try it again. There’s got to be
away.” :
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By BILLHANNA
rmyms:-rm

WORTH — A Tarrant
eriff's Department train-
ing exercise went awry Tuesday
night when'deputies clad in camou-
ed unsuspecting court
a their way out of the Tar-
rant Coupty Justice Center.

It was the first time the Sheriff’s
Department’s 6-month-old tactical
team had used a county building for
training.

It may be the last, said Lt. G.M.
Hendrix, a Sheriff’s Department
spokesman.

unsuspecting court w

Camouflage-clad

tactical team tests
strategy for crises

“Unfortunately, there were some
people who didn't know what was
going on,” Hendrix said, “and they
were alarmed by the scenario.”

A court reporter for the 153rd
District Court was and

ey

briefly detained by the deputies,

who were operating on the assump-
tion that everyone in the building
was participating in the drill. Hen-
drix said the department had re-
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July 1. 1992, andopen

Iipehadhmbndtomemu‘

Drill

The practice session was planned
about two weeks ago to be held in
the Tarrant County Justice Center
between 6 p.m. and 10 p.m. Sheriff’s
officials said they believed that all
workers had left the building.

In the training scenario, a capital
murder defendant takes a bailiff’s

From Page 23

ees captive. It is similar to a March
8, 1991, incident in which capital
murder defendant James Eugene
Bigby unsuccessfully attempted to
hold Judge Don Leonard hostage.

Several court employees con-
tacted last night said they had not
been told of the training exercise
and had not heard about Tuesday
night'sincident.

But District Judge Michael
Schattman, who presides in the
building, applauded the exercise

gun and takes several court employ-  and said the problems such as those
B eamaiiani e
created by Tuesday night’s drill bers also traveled to Austin to work

could be avoided through com-
munication.

*“] certainly wouldn’t complain
about them trying to improve court-
house security,” Schattman said.

The 18-person tactical team was
created six months ago, primarily to
deal with dangerous situations in
the county’s courthouses and jails.
The team has held previous training
exercises with Fort Worth and
North Richland Hills police.

About two weeks ago, team mem-

with the Travis County Sheriff's
Department and Austin  police
learning how to deal with riots in
overcrowded county jails.

*“I think it was kind of a joint
decision among all of the chief dep-
uties that we can't always count on

other people to bail us out,” Hen-

drix said. “'1 think we need to be able
to deal wich these types of situations
internally.” ' ‘ ;
However, Hendrix acknowledged
that the tactical team still needs
more training for such scenarios.
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steps are necessary to pratgét hate killer Chns-o
topher Brosky, who said he has received death;
threats and is afraid to be placed in the general*

- prison population.

The emergency order 5|gned by Dlsmcl
Judge Bill Burdock requn'es prison officials at»
the French Robertson Unit in Abilene to sate-
guard Brosky until a decmqn can be made on
how to protect him on a long-term basis. :

“It’s very similar to the problem we had i in
the Tarrant County Jail,” Burdock said. ‘““He’ s:
too mfamous to be left in the general popula-
tion.”

Brosky, who was convncted along with two.
other white supremacists in the dnve-by shoot-
ing of an African-American man in Arlmgton

(More on BROSKY on Page 31)

Brosky

From Pagé 29

was placed in a single cell in the

- Tarrant Coum.y Jail after his No-

" vember conviction, but was pelted

with containers of urine, hot water

and other liquids. He was subse-

quently moved to the Wise County

 jail and then sent to the French Wil-

1

Ward Casey, told the judge that

| liams Unit several weeks ago.
In his motion, Brosky’s lawyer,:

Brosky is a “‘marked man, and that

it has been publicly proclaimed that .
he should not be protected from fel--
lowinmates.”

Maj. William Stephens at the
Abilene unit declined to discuss
Brosky’s situation.

In a March 2 letter addressed to
Casey, Brosky said he feared for his
life and that he had already been
disciplined for refusing to accept a

- housing assignment in the prison’s

general population.

“People do recognize me, and
there have been more death
threats,” he wrote. “Ward, I'm
doing my best to do my time and
keep out of trouble. But, like you

and I both know, trouble comes to
me no matter what 1 do.”

Brosky was convicted in No-
vember of organized crime and was
sentenced to 40 years in prison.

“It looks to me like it’s going to be
a long-term thing,” Burdock said.
“How long I don’t know. He’s got a
40-year sentence and I want him to
serve all of it, but he’s entitled to
serve it without being harmed.”

Brosky was convicted of murdera
year ago in the 1991 drive-by slay-
mg of Donald Thomas. Brosky was
in the car with two other white su-

premacists, Joshug ‘Hendry and

&l i

William George “Trey” Roberts,
both of whom pleaded guilty.

A jury sentenced him to 10 years’
probation, igniting outrage and ;iro—
tests. Hendry was given 15 years in
prison and Roberts, the gunman, Te-
ceived a 40-year sentence.

_Tarr;mt County prosecutors lz{ter
tried him on organized criminal ac-
tivity and conspiracy charges, and a

" Galveston County jury convicted

him and sentenced him to the 40-
year term.

Casey said yesterday that the
threats have continued against his
client since his conviction.
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Sheriff disputes
account of attack

BY GRACIE BONDS STAPLES
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — A witness who re-
ported seeing two white men chase the Rev.
Gregory Spencer, a prominent African-
American mortician, this month told au-
thorities that she did not see a gun being
used in the incident, Tarrant County Sher-
iff David Williams said yesterday.

At a news conference, Williams said that
the witness ““made it very clear she didn’t
see a gun” and that she **did not hear any-
thing that sounded like a gunshot.”

After the news conference, Spencer said
he is certain that he saw a gun. The Sheriff’s
Department has not identified the witness.

Spencer has accused the department of
mishandling the case. in which he says two
men shot at him March 2 as he drove on
Farm Road 1187 near Rendon. Initially,
deputies simply ticketed one man for fail-
ure to show proof of insurance. Eight days
later. the two men were arrested on misde-
meanor charges and released.

About 70 of Spencer’s supporters, angry
over the handling of the case. staged two
two-hour protests yesterday outside the
Sheriff’s Department.

*“I want Sheriff David Williams to make a
publicapology.” Spencersaid.

Williams said he has nothing to apologize
for.

*“I don’t know that there is anything fur-
ther we can say on the matter,” he said. *I
don’t like what these two suspects did, and
it’s wrong. But I think we've done every-
thing within our power to do and we han-
dled lhlS as we would any other similar
event.”

The Sheriff’s Department arrested two
Fort Worth men Thursday. Alfred Moore,
24, was charged with reckless driving, and
Ronald Hochstine, 19, was charged with
failure to identify himself to a peace officer
anddisorderly conduct.

Hochstine pleaded guilty to lhe charges
against him and was fined $400.

Williams said that information in the
case was turned over yesterday to the FBI,
which is trying to determine whether Spen-
cer'scivil rights were violated.

The National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People and the Afri-

can-American ministers’ group said yester-
day that they intend to seek assistance from
the state attorney general’s office and the
U.S. Justice Department.

“We can’t get justice in Tarrant County,
so we’re going to appeal to whomever we
can,” said the Rev. Michael Bell, spokes-
man for the ministers’ group. *“Thisis 1994.
This is a slap in the face for every ethnic
minority in the county, and we’re going to
be on this issue with the consistency of the
Energizerbunny.”

Spencer said that he and his supporters
will picket until authorities charge the two
men with aggravated assault.

Williams said no additional charges can
be brought.

“*According to the DA’s office, this mat-
ter had been handled in a normal way and
they could not find that we could’ve done
anythingelse,” hesaid.

Williams said the district attorney’s of-
fice would not accept the aggravated assault
charges.

“That’s right.” said Steve Chaney, senior
staff attorney. “No deadly weapon was
found, and the victim was not certain in his
statement that a deadly weapon had been
used.”

Spencerdisputed that.

“Ineversaid [ wasnot sure,” he said.

Spencer and his supporters contend that
the case would have been handled differ-
ently had he been white and the suspects
African-American.

“Sheriff David Williams is«the same

ssheriff that brought dogs out during the

march in the [Christopher] Brosky case,”
said the Rev. LeRoy Haynes, a spokesman
for the African-American Summit on
Peace, Justice and Equality.

Members of Fort Worth's minority com-
munities expressed outrage after learning
that Williams had two drug-sniffing dogs
inside the Tarrant County Courthouse dur-
ing the march, which drew an estimated
10,000 people to downtown.

The marchers were protesting the proba-
tion given to an avowed white supremacist
convicted in the murder of a black man in
Arlington.

Williams later apologized for the dogs’
presence.
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TARRANT COUNTY

Interoffice Memo

DATE: March 15, 1994

TO: All Personnel

FROM: Hank Pope, Chief of Confinement - Housing

SUBJECT: Daily Memo \

An Advance Report Writing Class will be held March 23rd,
24th and 25th from 8 AM to 12 Noon at the Greenbay Training
Room. The following are scheduled to attend:

W. Brito-Rodriquez Jana Reed Joseph Sullivan
Corliss Cashion Delores Stewart Robert Corley
Debbie Faulknor Floyd Clark Evelyn Hart
Eric Bales Sandra Wise Marvin Guthrie
Patsy Lerche Joseph Null Ennis Eakin
Leon Giles Steve Henry Eve Sears

**********i**t***********i*t**iii*it**ti*i*f**ii*t*i**i**tt*

Effective immediately, Sonya Aguilar is no longer employed
with the Tarrant County Sheriff's Office and is not allowed

access into any Tarrant County Jail facility.
***********************t****t***tt***t***it*ﬁ**t*ti*i*tti**t

There will be a selection board for Classification Officer
and a Corporal at 0930 hours, Thursday, March 17, 1994. The
board will meet in the Conference Room in Jail
Administration, 3rd level, Corrections Center. The
following personnel will report to the board:

Lynn A. Boyd Kyle A. Cox Hayden Denison
Jim W. Glenn Frank Inlow Carol Moore

Norman Moreland Cloyd Polk David Stockton
Susan Vandigriff Richard ward Kenneth Wilkins

******************ﬁ*******t*iﬁ*i*it**ifitiﬁtt*#ﬁtt*iﬁﬁ*ﬁ*ﬁ.'
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y+Chief Hank” Pope/Confinement - Housing

Tarrant County Jail
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moved to
Huntsville

Prisoner reported !
hereceived threats

By LINDA PONCE CAMPBELL

i Fort Worth Star-Telegram i

Christopher Brosky, who was convicted
in the 1991 racially motivated killing of an
Arlington man, has been moved to the state
prison in Huntsville after he complained of
receiving threats that made him fear for his
life. :

Brosky, 19, was moved from the French
Robertson prison in Abilene on Friday, ac-
cording to published reports. .

Prison officials could not be reached last-
night to discugs the transfer. Brosky’s at-
torney, Ward Casey, and trial Judge Bill -
Burdock both said they did not know about
§the transfer. ,

- ' don’t know anythingabout it,” Casey
saidlastnight. s
. _Huntsville will be the’fourth facility to
hold Brosky since his second conviction in -
the drive-by slaying of Donald Thomas.

_ Tarrant County jail officials put Brosky
in a single cell after his November convic-
tion in the Thomas killing, but other pris- -
oners showered him with containers of -

urine, hot water and other liquids. i

Authorities then moved Brosky to the
Wise County Jail, and transferred him to
French Robertson in February.

Although he was separated from other -
inmates in Abilene, Brosky wrote to Casey :
that he had gotten threatening notes and .
letters.

About two weeks ago, Burdock ordered :
the prison system to ‘‘safeguard” Brosky.
The order did not specify a transfer to a -
different facility. | }

“He’s too infamous to be left in the gen-
eral population,” Burdock said in the
order. {

Casey had sought Burdock’s order with a
motion that said Brosky is a “marked
man.” ! S s
- Casey said last night that the threats ap-
peared to be “‘just a bunch of hollering and
screaming,” but he took them seriously be-
cause Brosky had “never told me he’s
scared before.” Eol

The prison system may have moved
more quickly in Brosky’s case than was ex-
pected. .

Casey said he received a copy of a letter
yesterday in which Assistant Attorney Gen-

(More on BROSKY on Page19).

-
Brosky
liw i1

From Page 15

_ P:ll Zapalac asked that Bur-
ks order to the prison system be
on hold until the Court of Crim-
Appeals could decide whether
ad authority to issue it.

Burdock said that he was “not
going to fight over Jurisdiction of

the case,” but that he wants to make
sure the law is followed and Brosky
1skept safe. f

. “If they think they can protect

~ him better down at H untsville, then
that’s what they ought to do.” he
said.

. Two ~other teen-age white su-
premacists who were with Brosky
when Thomas was killed pleaded
guilty. Joshua Hendry was sen-
tenced to 15 years, and William
George “Trey” Roberts was sen-

tenced to 40 years. -

A Tarrant County jury found
Brosky guilty but sentenced him to
10 years’ probation, prompting a
public outcry. '

Tarrant County prosecutors then
tried Brosky on charges of organ-
ized crime and conspiracy, and a
Galveston County jury gave him a
40-year prison sentence.

This report contains material from
‘ The Associated Press.




In beatings
Tarrant County guards
accused in civil-rights case
BY THOMAS KOROSEC
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — A Tarrant County
grand jury has indicted two jailers on civil-
rights charges, accusing them of unlawfully
kicking and beating prisoners during jail
scuffles last year. i

The indictments, returned March 29, ac-
cuse Todd Hamilton, 32, and Dale Motes,
44, of the third-degree felony of intention-
ally and unlawfully inflicting bodily injury
on a prisoner.

Motes is accused in a one-count indict-
ment of striking inmate Tony Blacklock in
the head with his hand and kicking him in
the head duringa Nov. 18 scuffle.

Hamilton is accused in a four-count in-
dictment of striking Blacklock in the head

with his hand and, in a separate Oct. 21
incident, striking inmate Neal Sharkey in

the head with his hand, kneeing him in the

leg and pressing a steel bar into Sharkey’s
neck. :

The jailers, who face up to 10 years in"

- prison if convicted, were arrested Dec. 8
and placed on leave with pay after an inter-
nal investigation by supervisors in the Tar-
rant County Sheriff’s Department.

The jailers, both hired in November
1992, had been part of a special squad
charged with subduing violent inmates.

“I'm surprised the grand jury indicted
them,” said attorney Michael Ware, Ham-
ilton’s attorney. “We will be asking for a

speedy trial, and we anticipate an acquit-

tal.”

Ware said that he had viewed videotapes
of the alleged offenses, tapes taken by other
Jailersasa routine matter.

“They show these men doing their job,"
Ware said. “There was a supervisor at the
scene and he observed everything that went
on and evidently approved everything that
wenton.”

Leonard Schilling, Motes’ attorney,

called the indictments “ridiculous.”
“I just can’t believe it, to be honest with
you,” he said. “This never should have
gone to the grand jury; this was an internal
affairs matter that the current administra-
tion, due to its incompetence, handed off to
agrand jury.”

In the backlogged courts, a- I case
may not go to trial for one to two years,
the Texasattorney general's o

As a matter of law, the district attorney's

office would be responsible for

the Sheriff's Department if any civil law-

suitsarise from the allegations, Levy said.
‘Ware, however, said he thought the dis-

tnctattorney “handed the ball offto the AG

because it's such a weak case.”
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By KENDILANIAN
ForWorth Star-Telegram |

" FORT WORTH — Tarrant County will
| use$1.3 million in state money to construct
| tents or barracks to house 336 jail inmates

 during the summer months at the county’s
Greenbay detention facility, officials said
yesterday. s : .

The money is the county’s portion of a
$30 million emergency plan unveiled two
weeks ago by state officials aimed at reliev-
ing jail overcrowding until new state pris-
ons are completed in August. Statewide,
countieswill get $25 million to temporarily
house 6,300 inmates, said Steve Bresnen,
general counsel to Lt. Gov. Bob Bullock.

By August, the state expects to have
15,000 new prison beds available, Bresnen
said.

As of two v&:eks ago, 850 inmates were
sleeping on the floor at the Tarrant County

oW to roug

‘reenbay

Jail, making it one of the state’s most.

cro.wded.

~ County commissioners told their staff
yesterday to locate the temporary beds at
the 480-bed Greenbay facility, where a

- major expansion is under way. Commis-

sioners rejected three other sites: the Mans-

field boot-camp facility, the early-voting

center adjacent to the new jail, and the Cold

Spring detention facility.

~ “Itlooks to me like this would be the least
hurdles to overcome in that time frame,”
County Judge Tom Vandergriff said of
Greenbay, located at I-35W and East Loop
820.

To finish the project by June 1, the coun-
ty plans to build the temporary jail facilities
on an emergency basis, thereby foregoing
the normally required bidding procedures,
County Administrator G.K. Manius said.

The plan involves Ibuilding either tents or

barracks, and additional fencing, Maﬁi;xs

said. -

Dgputy.C‘hief Savala Swanson, who su-
pervises jail facilities for the Sheriff’s

‘ Dcpa_rtmem, 'said he preferred the Green-
. baysite. :
“It’s going to present staffing problems,

but we're goin
bump,

e g to get over that speed
Swanson said,

Sheriff David Williams said two w
ago that the move would be especially sfel:(l?
. come  during the summer, when heat-
aggravated tempers make jail overcrowd-
ing particularly dangerous. ‘
The $3.4 million, 672-bed expansion
already under way at Greenbay is expected
tobe finished by Dec. 31.

By Jung, 35,000 people awaiting transfer
to state prisons are expected to be housed in
the state’s county jails. Texas is under court
order to relieve that backlog by Sept. 1>

1995,
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Lotto celebration
brings incarceration
for Fort Worth man

BY KATHY SANDERS
AN[:J?H'.NSG(T)I:’Z:“LEZ
ort Worth Star-Tef il drawn Wuwm

FORT WORTH — In the realm of excuses, Garry E
Neil R((j)t;‘e_rtson :lad a doozy when Fort Worth police | 27 33 39
stopped him early Thursday mornin on suspici ’
drunkendriving, x ; g Of; “ St .o

“1 won $5 million on the lotto,” Robertson told the | pminm“'*mm"""", b i
officers, according toa police report. “I'm celebrating.” ' ‘ M‘ Another hmhw |

Robertson, 41, went to the Tarrant County Jail any. nthm‘sS‘l =
way and spent the better part of the night locked up | 7,370::“&"18’1’2‘.’““
before posting bail carly Thursday. But he had plenty of ; 148,421 had three for $3 apiece.

consolation waiting.
Only

]

hours before Robertson’s arrest, he and his |

family had won $5.2 million, having hit all six numbers
in \.Nednesday’s‘Lotlo Texas jackpot drawing.

“He was telling people in the jail, he was telling |
everyone, that he’d won the lottery,” said Lt. Pat ‘

Kneblick, a police spokeswoman.

: Robenspn‘s wife, Roberta, purchased the winning
ticketat River Oaks Movie Rental, where she works as a

(More on LOTTERY on Page 16) l

Lottery

From Page |

clerk. The couple would not com-
ment on the arrest yesterday during
an Austin news conference held by
lotto officials.

“I just don’t want to discuss it
until I consult an attorney,” Garry
Robertson said.

Robertson said he will buy a new
car for his wife, and the couple also
talked about buying a home for their
family, which includes three chil-
dren. They live in a small frame
home in a working-class neighbor-
hood of northwest Fort Worth.

“It’s an answer to a prayer, I'll tell
you,” Roberta Robertson said. “It's
amiracle.”

The owner of a second winning
ticket, also sold in Fort Worth, had
not claimed the other half of the
prize by late yesterday afternoon.

The Robertsons’ total winnings
amount 10 $5,222,638.55. The fam-
ily received a check for $263.638
yesterday and will receive the bal-
ance in annual payments for 19
years.

Roberta Robertson, who may be

the first Lotto Texas winner to sell
herself a winning ticket, bought two
Quick Pick tickets Wednesday and
three others with number combina-
tions based on family birthdays and
ages. When the winning numbers
were flashed later that evening on
television, Robertson sent her hus-
band to a nearby lottery retailer to
confirm that they had hit the jack-
pot.

Shortly afterward, Fort Worth
police clocked a Yamaha
motorcycle traveling at 68 mph in a
55 mph zone in the 4300 block of

mummmﬁ,mmh

the North Freeway. The motorcycle
driver — whom Fort Worth police
later identified as Garry Robertson
~ was not wearing a helmet and the
motorcycle was weaving, according
topolice reports. - .

A passenger on the motorcycle, a
Euless woman in her late 30s, told
police that she and Robertson had
been drinking at the Pink Poodle
nightclub to celebrate the lottery
win, the police report says.

Staff writer Tim Madigan contrib-
uted to this report.

-
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By KEN DILANIAN
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Tucked away in a
foot-thick stack of documents on file in the
federal courthouse is the heart of the sher-
iff’s deputies’ labor lawsuit against Tarrant
County, asthey seeit.

It’s a statement that Capt. Jim Minter,
the deputies’ star witness, says he over-
heard then-Sheriff Don Carpenter make to
County Commissioner J.D. Johnson.

“We’re cheating my folks out of their
money,” Carpenter told Johnson, accord-
ing to Minter’s affidavit. That comment
allegedly came during one of Carpenter’s
many reported efforts to pry more money
for his department out of the commission-
ers, who oversee the budget.

Yesterday, Johnson said he didn’t re-
member the conversation. *“He made many
goofy statements to me,” the commissioner
said of Carpenter. “I don’t recall what all he
said.”

Carpenter’s sentiment is shared by hun-

dreds of Sheriff’'s Department employees,
who met en masse yesterday in closed-door
settlement negotiations at the Tarrant
County Convention Center with the defen-

-dants in the suit, the county commissioners

and county judge.

The talks, ordered by federal J udge John
McBryde, produced no deal but gave the
commissioners an idea of what they are
facing, according to people who were
present. The plaintiffs outlined a claim for
$10 million in back wages and $10 million

‘indamages.

The class-action lawsuit, filed in January
1993, lists as plaintiffs more than 600 em-
ployees of the 1,400-person Sheriff’s
Department, according to court docu-
ments.

A similar dispute in 1988 led the county
to pay thousands of dollars in back wages
after a routine investigation by the U.S.
Department of Labor found that more than
100 sheriff’s employees, many of them jail-
ers, had not been paid enough overtime.

The current suit alleges that the county
knowingly violated a host of provisions of
the Fair Labor Standards Act, which sets
minimum requirements for treatment of
workers.

Among the ways the county and its sher-
iff are breaking the law, the plaintiffs allege,
is not paying employees extra for overtime,
making people work through meal times,
and forcing workers to take compensatory
time off rather than getting extra pay.

Gary Ingram, the county’s labor
attorney, declined to comment yesterday
except todeny the allegations.

Ina 52-page statement to which the coun-
ty has not yet responded, the plaintiffs laid
out evidence they say supports their case,
including sworn statements from several
high-ranking people in the Sheriff’s
Department.

Most prominent among the plaintiffs is
Minter, who was acting sheriff from De-
cember 1991 until his much-publicized
Jan. 1, 1993, midnight firing by incoming.

Sheriff David Williams. Minter was later
rehired as a captain, taking a $17,000 an-
nual pay cut.

“There exists a culture within the
Sheriff’s Department of not reporting over-
time,” the plaintiffs’ statement says, quot-
ing Minter. Minter said he worked more
‘than 60 hours a week for years, but was
ordered by Carpenter to never indicate
more than 40 hours on his time sheet.

The plaintiffs allege that Carpenter said
‘he was under pressure from the commis-
sioners.

Margaret Salame, the county’s DARE of-
ficer, said in an affidavit that Carpenter
told her: “It ain’t me who won’t pay you
more money, it’s [county officials] across
the street. I want to get you more money,
but they won’t approveit.”

Judge McBryde has ordered a third set-
tlement conference, which could be re-
placed by a session with mediator, at-
torneys in the case said. Barring a set-
tlement, a trial is scheduled for May 16.

P i

) Deputles meet with commissioners
over wage suit
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Tarrant commissioners
come up with a plan to add
648 beds instead of 336 with
‘astate emergency grant.

BY KEN DILANIAN
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Tarrant County
commissioners approved a plan yesterday
to add 648 bunk beds to cells in the county

jail —a move commissioners say will cost a
fraction of the $1.3 million the county is
getting under a state emergency overcrowd-
ing relief grant that was intended to fund
~only 336 new beds.

“It’s one of these miraculous win-win
situations that we rarely see,” said Com-
missioner Marti VanRavenswaay, just be-
fore the commissioners unanimously au-

“thorized staff members to pursue a contract
with a Fort Worth sheet metal firm that
quoted a price of $244,000 for 648 beds.
Under a $30 million state initiative to
relieve county jail overcrowding in Texas
during the summer months, Tarrant Coun-
ty got $1.3 million to add at least 336 tem-
porary bedsby June 1.
But under the plan approved by the Com-
missioners Court yesterday, the county will
add nearly twice that number of permanent
beds at the Tarrant County Justice Center
and have more than $1 million of the state
grant left-over to pay for extra staffing and
other jail needs, officials said.
County Administrator G.K. Manius said
the Texas Commission on Jail Standards
has agreed to grant the county a permanent
variance for the additional bunks, which
will be installed above existing bunks.
: Commissioner J.D. Johnson said in an

.interview that the new bunks will not pose a.
hardship for prisoners and that such ar=
rangements are common in countyjails.

In deciding onthe plan to add bunks to
the jail, the commissioners abandoned the-
alternative they had discussed last week,.
which was to add temporary jail beds in.
tents or barracks at the county’s Green Bay,
facility. Either option would have cost
more than $1.2 million, not including a
security fence, county officials said yester~
day.

In order to get the beds installed by June;
1 as the state requires, commissioners will:
award the contract on an emergency basis,
which means they will not require competl-

tive bids. Unless plans change, the commis-.

sioners will award the contract next week to:
R.D. Sheet Metal Inc. of Fort Worth, which*
county officials said 1s owned by Ronald-
> Wittand Peggy Hamilton. -

_' About 850 inmates are sleeping on the:

floor in the Tarrant County Corrections:
i Center, which is among the most crowded;
, inthestate. <

Fort Worth StaI-Telegmm / Thursday, April
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Court upholds

Lott S conv1c

BY JOHN GONZALEZ

_ Fort Worth Star-Telegram Austin Bureau

AUSTIN — The Texas Court of
Criminal Appeals upheld the capi-
tal murder convictions of two Tar-
rant County Death Row inmates
yesterday, including that of George
Lott in the 1992 courthouse shoot-

A\ ings.

Also upheld was the conviction
and death sentence of Steven Ken-
neth Staley, who took part in a four-
‘state crime spree before a robbery-

_ slaying at a Fort Worth Steak & Ale
restaurant in October 1989.

Lott fatally shot two attorneys
and wounded three other people in
an appeals court in the Tarrant
County Courthouse in July 1992.

The court found ““no unassigned
fundamental error” in Lott’s trial.
Lott was tried in Potter County be-
cause of extensive publicity about

tron

the slayings of Assistant District At-

torney Chris Marshall and Dallas
attorney John Edwards.

Lott, who represented himself in
the trial and appeal, did not file legal
briefs in his own behalf, the court
noted.

“The trial court fully admomshed
[Lott] of the dangers and disadvan-.
tages of self-representation prior to
trial and prior to this appeal,” the
ruhngsays Itsaysthat Lott, an inac-
tive attorney, is not indigent. ;

Because Lott filed no brief, the

'rulmg says that “in the interest of .

Jjustice” the court reviewed the en-
tire trial record but found no cause
tooverturn the convictions.

The courthouse rampage, which
was sparked by bitter divorce and
child-custody proceedings, left
three people wounded: 2nd Court of
Appeals Judge John Hill, visiting

#

Judge Clyde Ashvionth dand/ias-
sistant DlstncmtﬁmSwvaGon-:
der.

Staley’s appeahwasﬂ;ectedfmm
30-page decision fhat' fourd mo-
error in jury selectieharotherfacets!
of his trial. Héiwaseharged:with!
killing Steak & Ale atanager Robert
Read, who offered himstHas athos-
tage in place of othereimployees as«
police arrived on theholdupsdene.

Read was beaten aid fatally shot
in a hijacked getaway vehidle; police:
said. In 1991, co-deféndant: Tiracey
Duke agreed tothregrconsecutive’
life sentences tosescape the death

penalty in Read’s murder.sbtum 2 b

The court found rsufficientevis!
dence to suppont théesonviction 'of
Staley, whom presecitdrs described
as “cold and vicionsPahditheTeader
of the botched robbery. Jngddoil




"Teen on trial

in’92 attack
on parents

Kristi Koslow accused in plot
to kill father, stepmother

BY THOMAS KOROSEC
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — Kristi Koslow’s sudden
friendliness struck her father at the time as curi-
ous, but nothing more.

For several years, the troubled teen-ager had
estranged herself from the former bank execu-
tive and his wealthy second wife, Caren Koslow.
But in early 1992, Kristi Koslow made a point to
personally deliver Jack Koslow’s Valentine’s.
Day card and to meet him for dinner on her 17th
birthday, he laterrecalled in testimony.

C s ~
-

KOSLOW

Sunday, May1,1994 / Fort Worth Star-Telegram /

In late February, two weeks before such mun-
dane dptails would take on the weight of evi-
dence in a murder case, Kristi Koslow dropped
by hc;r father’s house at the edge of Fort Worth’s
monied Rivercrest section for a brief visit. She
brought her 19-year-old boyfriend, Brian Salter,
whom her father had never met.

AsSalter watched from his car, the pudgy teen-

(Moreon TRIAL on Page 16)

Kristi Koslow appears at a pretrial hearing
last week with her attorney, Tim Evans. J ury
selection for Koslow’s capital murder trial
will begin Tuesday.

MURDER TRIALS

JEFFREY DILLINGHAM (1ccs execution in the

Kostow. BRIAN SALTER is serving a life ter

which wound
banker Jack

SALTER DILLINGHAM
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was dﬁm\g thosc weeks, au-[
orities say, that Kristi was secretly
otting with Salter to have Jack and
Koslow killed,
ile defense attorneys say Sah-[
at the heart of the crime,
tors contend that Kristi
w, acting out of rescmmem|

k on her father and stepmothcr
heir second-story bedroom the
ﬁﬂy morningof March 12,1992.
In statements, Salter and his
“ffiend Jeffrey Dillingham admmed<
to the assaults.
Salter and Dillingham parkcd<
their car at Kristi Koslow’s home
walked several blocks to the
ws' two-story house, accord-
10 arrest affidavits. It was about
3 a.m., Dillingham said, when he
pried open the back door. As Salter
entered the alarm code — which
‘they said Kristi Koslow had given
‘them — Dillingham ran up the
stairs and kicked in the door of lhe
*bedroom, police said.
**Mrs. Koslow was lying in bed,”

‘Dillingham said. “Mr. Koslow was *

going for the closet. I told him to get
back and lay on the ﬂoor By that
‘time, Brian was up there.”
Then, Dillingham said, Salter
“told him, “Doit.”
+7*4 hit Mr. Koslow in the back of
the head, on the neck with a pry bar.
Then 1 hit Mrs. Koslow. | hit Mr.
Koslow some more, and Mrs. Kos-
low started screaming,” Dillingham
said. “And then I hit Mrs. Koslow
some more.”
assault, carried out with a pry
r and a knife, left 40-year-old
aren Koslow dead at the foot of her
, her throat deeply cut and her
x crushed from one of 27 blows
Jack Koslow, who authorities say
also targeted for death, was hit
the head so many times that his
ision was blurred for months. His
roat was slashed, too, but he sur-
ived to summon help from a neigh-
across tree-lined Clarke Av-

ue.
Kristi Koslow, Salter and Dilling-
said, waited for word at her
shome nearby.
Police initially suspected Jack
, they said, but they learned
weeks after the attack that Salt-
and Dillingham, a 19-year-old
ideo store clerk, had broken into
he Koslow home. A friend en-
d with the murder wetpon
4 some bloody clothing had

greed, engineered the bloody §

ter | ly publi-
zed Fon’Wmhmntderuada-\
ad mllbmnthumkiathe‘l’wx
t County Justice Center. Testi-
0 ynsexpectedwquinhie,
i fonnonxweehofjwyaelw-

Accusedofhmmew
amurdu-forhmmm
admhmieneelfmimdd.
apital murder.
Althoughshebnweﬁniull
themmemkqulmtdmb
nalty case.
Asthet:kom
un to take
wmeyTnmEmhuhMll
hemlltryneomilam‘

: plm.
“Iamnolgomgtophymytm!
jards before I think it’s proper to do
p,” Evans said. “But it doesn’t take
lawyenoeummewm:hecnte-
orted in the media and see that
: vemmwysmlh!dmc
O m;andoneof

nother person put emupton.

¥ who has raised kids
ould know that that kind of claim
usibgukznwilhalmppaiaof

iety of witnesses, say that Salter’s
nc:patedtestnmony isonly partof

“'I'heu is going 10 be significant
idence outside of Mr. Salter —
significant and convincing evi-
nce — that his story is accurate,”
id Tarrant County prosecutor
n Levy, chief of his office’s crim-
section.

“Nobody is saying Mr. Salter isn't
nvolved,” said Levy, whg is 10-for-
0 in death-penalty cases. “This
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 ‘Doitquietly.’

ALTER, A FORMER
-Saints Episcopal School stu-
- dent and junior varsity tennis play-

| er, told Brannan in the statement

taken the day of his arrest that Kristi
Koslow brought up the idea of kill-
ing her father and stepmother. She
aided in carrying out the crime by
providing the security alarm code
and a hand-drawn floor plan of the
house, Saltersaid.

“At first it was brought up kinda
just as conversation and joking, and
then she said that she wanted it
done,” Salter told Brannan in the
statement. :

“She said she stood to gain a lot of

money from them being dead; she |.

told me to talk to Jeff about doing
it,” Salter continued. He told Bran-
nan: “She just said do it quietly.”

“Do it quietly? Did she make you
understand that she wanted both of
them dead?” Brannanasked.

“Yes, she did,” Salter answered.

“And how did she do that?”’ Bran-
nan asked.

*“She said that if just one of them |

died, the other one would get the
money, but if both died that she
~ would getit.” '

The morning after the attack, |

Salter said in the statement, he
called Kristi Koslow about 4:30.

*“I called her that night and I said
that we had been there, she ...
asked if they were dead; I said, ‘I do
not know,” ” Salter said, according
to a transcript of his taped state-
ment.

prosecutors indicated that they plan
to call at least one jailhouse witness
whom Kristi Koslow talked to dur-
ing the two years she has been in
custody. The defendant "has been
held in lieu of $350,000 bail in a
- Tarrant County jail. i

During two routine hearings last

| . week, Kristi Koslow glanced back at

her mother, who sat close by in the
gallery. The two exchanged smiles
and hugs.

Neither Paula, Kristi, nor Jack
Koslow would comment about the
trial.

The state has also subpoenaed
television and newspaper reporters,
including one from the Fort Worth
Star-Telegram who interviewed
Koslow outside her father’s home
the day after the attack.

“We were as close as a stepdaugh-
ter and stepmother could be,” Kristi
Koslow told reporters as Salter
stood nearby. -

[B5 e

All

|
At a pretrial hearing in April,

Interviéws witn iriends and fel-
low students, and Jack Koslow’s ex-
tensive testimony in Dillingham’s
trial at Wichita Falls, draw a por-

-trait of an emotionally troubled

young woman whose family rela-
tionships had all but disintegrated
by the time of the attack.

Kristi was adopted by Jack Kos-
low and his first wife, Paula, four or
five days after she was born. Shé
grew into a teen who skipped in and
out of private and publi¢ schools,
cut classes and spurned her parents’

attemptsto reshape herlife.
Kristi was 7 years old when Jack

and Paula Koslow divorced, and 8

when Jack married Caren Court-
ney. ;

Courtney, an oil heiress, met Jack
Koslow at Texas American Bank,:
where he worked as an cxecutive
vice president. Alsoa banker, Caren
Koslow left her job shortly after
their marriage and devoted herself

| to an array of charitable and social |

activities favored by the city’s west-

| sidegentry.

After the divorce, Jack Koslow
testified, he maintained a close rela-
tionship with Kristi, who lived with
Paula in a modest west Fort Worth
home.

Caren “literally acted as Kristi’s.
mother,” taking her shopping, to
the beauty parlor and visiting with
her teachers at school, he testified.

A problem child

S KRISTIGOT OLDER, Kos-
low said, “‘she started harbor-
ing some bad feelings toward me,
and our relationship.more or less

just kind of disintegrated over the

years to practically no relationship
before March of 1992, he told ju-
rors.

The teen, described by her father
as having an above-average IQ,
bounced from Fort Worth Country
Day School her freshman year to
Arlington Heights High School her
sophomore year. In her junicr year,
she enrolled at West Academy, a

_small, private school for students

having trouble
schools.

“I tried to convince her she need-
ed to change the people she ran
around with,” Jack Koslow recalled
during Dillingham’s trial. “I don’t
think any of it stuck. She’d say ‘Yes,
yes, yes. I'm going to do well in
school. I'm going to start keeping
regular hours.” You’d turn around
and she’d be doing just the op-
posite.”

in traditional

Paula Koslow indulged Kristi
with a car for her 14th birthday,
Jack Koslow said.

“She didn’t recognize many of the
things Kristi was doing,” he added.
“I think that if you ask most people,

' Kristi probably ruled the household

shelived in with her mother.”

"On several occasions, Jack Kos-
low said, Kristi ran away from her
mother’s house. At least once, Paula
Koslow had Kristi taken into cus-
tody by juvenile authorities, he said.

A source close to the family said
Kristi also was made to attend ses-

sions with a family therapist.

One 19-year-old girlfriend, who
agreed to a recent interview on the
condition that she not be named,
said of Kristi: “She so easily would
get her feelings hurt. She was more
thin-skinned than anyone I know.”

Another friend, 19-year-old Ken-
dall Ray, said: ““She had problems
with her whole family. She would fly
off the handle when her mother

. asked her to do anything; she would

justgointoarage.”
Ray and other friends said Kristi

often mentioned her dislike for her
mother or her stepmother, Caren. |
“In some ways, it seemed like the
normal hostility between a step-
mother and a stepdaughter,” he-
said. “But I never thought she’d do-
anythingdrastic.” !
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Kristi Koslow is charged in a plot to kill her father and stepmother




BYKEN DiLANl :
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| labor lawsuit brought by 635 sheriff’s depu-
‘ ~'t:es, thederutles lawyer said yesterday.
T € sett

e ”ng sxx-hour conference Monday, accord-
_ing to- ‘Fort Worth City Councilman Jim
" Lane, the deputies’ attorney. He said that a

‘verbal settlement had been reached, al-ﬁ

FORT WO,RTH — Tarrant Coumy of-i,'_
j _ﬁcnals haye agreed to pay $2.3 million and
~ implement wage reforms to settle a federal -

lement was reached during a gru-'

non Deputies and others who were present
at the settlement conference also confirmed
the agreement.

I think that all county employees are
going to benefit from this,” Lane said.

The settlement must be formally ap-
proved by commissioners, who declined to
comment yesterday on whether a deal had

(Moreon DEPUTIES on Page 13)

D eputles

F rom Page l

n struck. Attorneys f0r the coun-
.‘also declined tocomment. !
e deputnes suit alleges that the

rough meal times. The county is
accused of not allowing workers
to take compensatory time off that
had earned.

though spemﬁcs were still under negotia-

The county disputed the allega-

tions.

Under the settlement, the county
will no longer be able to routinely
prevent a deputy from taking off
earned compensatory time, said
Will Aitchison, an Oregon labor
lawyer hired by Lane. Lane is also
negotiating to set up a grievance
procedure so that workers can com-
plain to the county auditor if they
believe that they are being
pressured to lie on their time sheets,
deputiessaid.

“This is going to fundamentally

change the way the Sheriff’s

‘Department operates,” Aitchison

said. “The employees are going to
be paid for the hours they’ve
worked.”

Sheriff David Williams, who said
he had not been briefed on the set-
tlement, said his 17-month-old ad-
ministration has always complied
with federal labor laws.

“Theactions that precipitated the
[deputies’] lawsuit happened under
the administration of Sheriff Don
Carpenter and acting Sheriff Jim
Minter,” he said. :

Minter, who was acting shenff
from December 1991 until his
much-publicized Jan. 1, 1993, mid-
night firing by the incoming Wil-

liams, was scheduled to be the depu-
ties’ star witness in the lawsuit. He'
testified last year in an affidavit that
Carpenter ordered him to lie about
the hours he worked. And when he
took over the department he re-
peatedly told the commissioners
that the county was violating the
law, court papers said.

Minter declined to talk about the
case yesterday, except to say: “The
sheriff’s office has a lot of good,
hard-working - employees, and I'm

glad to see they’re getting what’s

.comingtothem.”
Originally filed in January 1993,
the suit grew to include 635 of the

‘more,”

department’s 1,400 deputies, who
will collect an average of about
$2,400 each if the settlement is ap-.
proved. Lane said the suit is not

officially a class-action, so each of

the plaintiffs will be allowed to de-
cide whether to accept the deal.

Some deputies yesterday labeled
the settlement a sellout and pledged
to fight on with another lawyer.
Others said they will grudgingly ac-
cept the deal but are not overjoyed
by the amount they will collect.

“I think it could have been
said Deputy Jim Rum-
baugh, who operates a metal detec-
tor at the county’s Justice Center.

“But if it changes some of the pay
policies, then we’re ahead.”

Lane and Aitchison will get
$766,000 of the settlement, depu-
ties said, plus $170,000 for ex-
penses.

In 1988, the U.S. Labor Depart-
ment forced the county to'pay thou-
sands of dollars in back wages aftera
routine investigation found that
sheriff’s deputies weren’t being paid
overtime they were due.
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reimburses
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As part of the settlement, the county ..
agreed to conduct labor law training ses- |
sions for supervisors in the Sheriff's De- -

deputies

Commissioners settle

lawsuit for $2.3 million

BY KEN DILANIAN
Fort Worth Star-Telegram :

FORT WORTH — In a flurry of activity.
Tarrant County commissioners approved a .
legal settlement yesterday that will cost the
county money, a iand sale that will earn it
money and a contract award worth a great
deal of money to a national firm and its -
local agents.

On the spending side, the commissioners |
formally approved a $2.3 million payment
to 635 sheriff’s deputies who sued the coun-
ty alleging violations of the Fair Labor
Standards Act. : :

But although the settlement will take an .
unforeseen bite out of the county budget,
the commissioners also learned that they
will pick up more income than anticipated
from the sale of a piece of land along an ,
Arlington retail corridor. The highest of six
bids opened yesterday was $1.5 million —
$700,000 more than the anticipated earn-'
ings for the sale listed in the budget. '

The commissioners also awarded one of—
the county’s most lucrative contracts, the
food and beverage concession at the Fort
Worth/Tarrant County Convention Cen- :
ter. It went to Greenwich, Conn.-based
Fine Host Corp. under terms considerably
more favorable to taxpayers than the cur-
rentarrangement.

The settlement with the sheriff’s deputies -
sprang from a federal lawsuit filed in Janu-

ary 1993 alleging that the commissioners
violated federal labor law by condoning a
culture where deputies were forced to
under-report their hours worked, were not
allowed to take earned compensatory time
off, and were forced to work through meals.

The county denied the allegations but
made the $2.3 million offer last week dur-
inga grueling, six-hour bargaining session.

A third of the money, plus $180,000 in
expenses, will go to the deputies’ attorneys:

Fort Worth City Councilman Jim Laneand

Oregon labor lawyer Will Aitchison.

The rest will be distributed to individual
plaintiffs as each signs the agreement relin-
quishing labor claims against the county.
Each plaintiff will get an average of about

~ $2.400each.

partment and to set up a procedure so that

deputies with wage disputes can appeal di- .,

rectly to the county personnel department.

With the land sale, the county will unload <

a 5.85-acre tract at Interstate 20 and Scots :

Legacy Drive, once home to a precinct ga-
rage, that is _close to several restaurants and-
retail establishments. Commissioner Marti |

‘VanRavenswaay, whose precinct includes

the site, said she believes this is the best

time to sell.

The winning bidder was Windstar Devel-

opment, a group of local investors includ-

ing physician Paul Scharf and businessman

Bob Yonke. The firm owns 60 surrounding

acres and will probably either develop the

land or sgll it to a commercial developer,
‘Yonke said. He said the property is ideal for

arestaurant or hotel. =

Concessions at the convention centerare
expected to bring in more than $2 million
this year, according to the county budget
office. Under the contract awarded to Fine -

Host Corp., the county will get42.5 percent

of that — higher than anything offered by
the other four companies seeking the con-
tract, officials said. Under the current ar-
rangement, the county gets 35 percent of .
receipts. G :
The firm, which has the concession at the .
Arlington Convention Center, also agreec.
to make $800,000 in capital improvements
tothe Tarrant County building. ;
Two African-American contractors have
a 22 percent interest in the contract: Vernell .
Sturns, the former executive director of
Dallas/Fort Worth Airport, and Norma
Roby3 chairwomen of the Fort Worth Met-
ropolitan Black Chamber of Commerce. :
The vote was 4-I with Commissiones
J.D. Johnson dissen ing. Johnson declinéd’ .
tosay which firm he preferred. f
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