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uon, #glc and county officials sald

“They were so low several years.,
ago, but things have improved a:-
lot,” said Bob Dearing, an official*’
| with the state Commission on Jail .
f r;‘lStahdards. “So while we’re con--
cemed,m we’'re not overly con-
- cerned.

 BYKENDILANIAN

}y ~ FontWorth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — The Tarrant
ounty Sheriff’s Department is in-
estigating an allegation that male
ailers were called in to watch while
femal ped an
- disit for body parasites Fri-
day night at the Belknap Street jail.
| Chief Deputy Hank Pope said the
ﬁlleaau(m was made in an anony-

L

yesterday. =

i
-3
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In one case thc coumy did not‘ ;
rectify a violation it was told to cor-"*
_ rect last year, Dearing said, adding

Springs facility wnhout state ap- o
proval.

told them to do something about it, -

“We're really going to get on them -
thisyear.” i

Dearing was not spcmﬁc about .
what actions the state may take over 0
the bunks.

The county was also cited for not -
having enough staff members in the . X
| corrections center, where more than *-
| 650 additional bunks were recently -
| added using emergency state
money.

The Belknap facility, the county’s .
oldest, drew citations for inad- '
equate air conditioning, not enough

cells and bunks, inadequate separa- v
tion of first offenders awaiting trial *
_from convicted prisoners, and not ;
enough recreation time for prison- «
ers. . i

£ %

‘that it built 142 bunks at its Cold * |

“We wrote them up last year and “ﬂ‘ ‘

and they didn't,” Dearing said. |

ers watched nudei inmates, caller alleges

Swanson said he was | eral’ty

address the infractions.

“I’s not as good as | would have
hoped, but it’s a whole lot better
than last year,” he said.

Swanson said the additional

bunks in the corrections center have:

allowed the county to move more
than 400 people off the ﬂoor of the

Belknap facility.
. “We can already feel the relief,”,
hesaid.

When the new bunks are filled,
200 prisoners will be left sleeping on
the floor, down from a high of more
than 800, Swanson said.

Although the new bunks eased

 overcrowding, they spelled the end

of the new jail’s vaunted “direct su-
pervision” design, based on the con-
cept of one guard supervising a
“pod” of single-cell inmates, of-

ficials said,, Direct supervisiorms
been toutea.as a deterrent to in e
' violence.

gen
pleased with the inspection results,
and he said the county mll try to

(RS e e s

inmates were stripped and

mous complaint yesterday. He said '-Jo-woman oellbiock and that ja:krs
he referred the complaint to War-  ordered the women to undress tobe :
den John Smedléy for investigation. - treated with adnsmfectam i
The Fort Worth Star-Telegram A female jailer then umted male
received an anonymous phone call jailers to watch as the women ‘were
yesterday making the same allega-  disinfected, aceordm; to the allm-f
tion. The caller said the incident tion.
occurred in cellblock 25A on the  “If it happened, that’s deﬁnnefy

fifth floor of the Belknap facility.
Pope said that an outbreak of
body parasites was diagnosed in the

nogood,” ll:ope said. “lfthemuny-
thing to this, I'm going to turn it |
overtomtcmalaﬁ'a?i.:;” o :
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addsbeds

atnewjail

Improvements will
help to relieve some
overcrowding but 200
inmates will still have
to sleep on the floor.

By KENDILANIAN
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — The inmates,
hurriedly ushered out of their cell
pod by insistent jailers, stood peer-
ing through thick glass at the scene
before them.

They watched intently as Tarrant
County Sheriff David Williams led
a troop of reporters and photogra-
phers into their day room, cameras
whirring and notebooks at the
ready.

The sheriff held a media tour yes-
terday of the county’s state-of-the-
art corrections center — an event
designed to show off a 648-bed ex-
pansion that has already dra-
matically reduced the number of
county jail inmates sleeping on the
floor.

* Joined by Jack Crump, the execu-
tive director of the Texas Commis-
sion on Jail Standards, and County
Commissioner J.D. Johnson, a jail
standards commission member,
Williams proclaimed that Tarrant
County has turned the corner in its
jail-overcrowding crisis. He scarce-
ly mentioned the fact that an inspec-
tion last week found the county’s
jails, including the corrections cen-
ter, out of comphiance with state
standards.

-* Williams and Johnson offered re-
porters a show-and-tell view of the
new bunks, which were paid for
under a state emergency plan to re-
lieve overcrowding.

© “We felt like the citizens needed
to really see what’s behind the
bars,” Johnson said.

- They noted that instead of placing
prisoners in temporary tents or bar-
racks, as most other counties are
doing, Tarrant built permanent
‘beds more cheaply. The state gave |

|

beds; the county built 648, at a cost |
ofless than $300,000.

When all the new bunks are filled,
about 200 inmates will still have to
sleep on the floor in Tarrant Coun-
ty, down from 850, Williams said.

“Tarrant County is well-
managed, and working toward a so-
lution of their problem,” Crump
said.

But the solutions aren’t without
flaws. Crump’s agency cited the
county last week for not having
enough jailers to monitor the ad-
ditional inmates in the new jail. ‘

“We see ways that we can deal
with that matter,” Crump said, add- |
ing that he was negotiating with
cqunty officials over a plan to add
more staff.

The new arrangement also repre-
sents a significant change in the cor-
rection center’s original design,
which included mostly single-bed
cellstodeter violence.

With the added bunks, most of
the single cells are now doubles. But

officials said that situation was less
dangerous than continuing to have
inmates sleep on the floor.

“The opportunity for violence al-
ways exists — that’s just a given,”
said Williams. :

But the sheriff stressed that the
jail was still operating under the ““di-
rect supervision” principle
meaning, he said, that during the
day the inmates still mingle in a
common room with no bars be-
tween them and a guard.

“This is pretty much the Cadillac,
when you get right down to it,”” Wil-
liams said of the corrections center,
finished in 1990.

The proverbial Edsel, officials
agreed, is the Belknap facility, the
county’s oldest, which was cited for

several jail standards violations last |

week and will be very difficult to|
ever bring into full compliance, Wil-
liams said. "

As they have in the past at
Belknap, inspectors found ' in-
adequate air conditioning, in-
adequate recreational facilities, in-
adequate sorting of different kinds
of inmates and not enough bunks at
the old jail, where most of the in-
mates who must sleep on the floor
are held.

the county $1.57 million for 396 |
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Nevertheless, said Bob Dearing,
another jail standards commission |

official, Tarrant County has come a

long way in providing humane shel- ||

ter for its exploding population of
Inmates — more than half of whom
are sentenced felons awaiting trans-
fer to state prison.

The cost has been high. The coun-
ty spent about $11 million on jails
with a capacity of 1,668 prisoners in
1987, according to the budget of-
fice; this year, it will spend more
than $36 million to house 5,228 in-
mates daily.

During that time, the county
property tax rate more than doubled
while most county services re-

mained flat, said County Budget Di- |

rector Debbie Schneider.

“I's difficult to deal with any new |

programs, no matter how valid they
are, ,whep you're sinking all your
money into criminal justice,”
Schneidersaid. ,

Tarrant County Sheriff David Williams

shows off two of the new beds ‘at the county’s.

main jail. '

ad were paid for with state funds.
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e 648 bunks were built
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TARRANT COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
CONFINEMENT BUREAU e
INTEROFFICE MEMO

June 20, 1994

N

T

All Personnel
FROM: Chief Hamp Scruggs/Confinement-Housing

SUBJECT: Daily Memo

Effective immediately. Cynthia Marks has resigned her
employment with the Tarrant County Sheriff's Office and is
not allowed access into any Tarrant County Jail factlity.
************************************************************
WEAPONS QUALIFICATIONS-PERSONNEL WHO HAVE NOT QUALIFIED:
Personnel who have not reported to the Tarrant County Water
Board Gun Range to perform weapons qualifications have one
last chance to qualify. The following personnel are to
report to the Water Board Gun Range Wednesday, June 22, 1994
at 8:30 AM to qualify : ' '

Judy Sue Moreland Susan Bailey ?¥1oya Clark
Nancy Foster Joseph Jones Lt. Wm. Casto
Ada Cunningham

The following personnel are to report at 12:30 Pm Wednesday,
June 22, 1994 at the Water Board Range:

Benjamin Farmer Evelyn Hart - Kurt Freed
Audra Runnels Joseph Lawshe Charlotte Grady
Pamela Burd Melissa Baker

************************************************************

OFF DUTY/BACK UP WEAPONS QUALIFICATION: The firearms Range
will be open June 20, 1994 to June 23, 1994, from 8:30 AM to
2:30 PM for off duty/back up weapons qualifications.
OFFICERS MUST FURNISH THEIR OWN AMMUNITION! Qualification
cards will be available at the range. Range is closed from
11:30 AM to 12:30 PM. : :
**ff********************************************************
The following personnel have been enrolled in the Mandatory
Training for Peace Officers class beginning 6/27/94 and
continuing through 7/1/94. ' Selection was based on  the date
of request received at the Training Division. Class will
begin promptly at 0800 - Greenbay Facility - Training
Division Classroom. Appropriate civilian‘attire is
permitted - accompanied with Departmental clip on ID.

Harry Ballard Ronald Barker ' Vance Barnes

Gerald Bradburn Mark Canales William Casto
Michael Castro Walter Caywood . Carrie Ceasar

Floyd Clark Laurie Cook Kelli Creed

Wesley Curry Barbara Dodd Erin Driscoll |
Larisa Ellis’ Houston Enos , Buster Fulton o
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Death penaltystand |
of father is an enigma

By LINDA P. CAMPBELL
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Jack Koslow’s testimony that Kristi Koslow should get

the death penalty reflects an unusually fractured father-
daughter relationship, specialists in law and psychology
said yesterday.

But it might also make no difference in the outcome of’
the capital murder case.

John Vincent, a psychology professor at the University
»f Houston, said the circumstances of the Koslow case
ire so uncommon that “there’s hardly any precedent for
ow to understand” the dynamics that led Jack Koslow

(More on PENALTY on Page 7)

to endorse the death penalty for his
daughter.

Qutside the jury’s presence
Wednesday, defense attorney Tim
Evans asked Koslow whether he
would recommend the death pen-
alty.

The questioning came during
cross-examination designed to
show that he and his daughter had a
troubled history.

Kristi Koslow, now 19, is accused
of masterminding the 1992 attack
that killed her stepmether, Caren
Koslow, and left her father severely
beaten and slashed. The motive,
prosecutors say, was money.

The teen-ager contends that years
of cruelty and rejection from the
father who adopted her at birth
prompted her to joke with her boy-
friend about wanting him and his
wife dead, but she says she never
intended for them tobe hurt.

“Someone who’s been betrayed
to the level that he has ... I can
certainly understand where he
might get himself to the point of
believing she’s a despicable person
and deservestodie,” Vincent said.

Other factors that might play into
it include the bond the two estab-
lished when she was young and tlie
problems they encountered during
Kristi Koslow’s adolescence.

“It’s not the sort of thing that just
comes out of the blue,” Vincent
said.

Some psychologists say adopted -

children have a feeling of rejection
they never overcome. Joel Rifkin,
who has admitted killing 17 women
and was convicted Monday in New
York in one slaying, reportedly

;F-N—

plans to use an “adopted child syn-
drome” defense for his second trial.

Vincent said “some smal minor-
ity” of troubled individuals have
difficulty dealing emotionally with
their adoption. But he noted that

. parent-child bonds do not always

fully develop even with blood rela-
tives. )

James Marquart, a criminal jus-
tice professor at Sam Houston State
University, called Koslow’s state-
ment “awfully retributive.”

“I don’t know of too many par-
ents who would want their children
executed, no matter what,” he said.

Hazel Korol, who works with the
Fort Worth-based National Victim
Center, said homicide victims’ rela-
tives “respond very individually” to
the crime, based on the circum-
stances and their own history.

In this case, “he’s dealing with the
death of his wife and the loss, in a
different sense, of his own child,”
she said.

Fort Worth Star-Telegram File

Kristi Koslow in court Monday with her attorney, Tim Evans.

“Mr. Koslow 1s 1n an incredibly
stressful circumstance right now.”

It is unlikely that Koslow will be
allowed to offer his opinions before
jurors even if they convict Kristi
Koslow and decide hersentence.

The Texas Court of Criminal Ap-
peals said in 1990 that evidence
about long-term effects of a crime
can be introduced during the pun-
ishment phase of noncapital cases,
but not during death-penalty sen-
tencing.

Capital cases were excluded be-
cause the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
in 1987 and 1989 that juries decid-
ing punishment in such cases can-
not hear about the family’s grief or
the victim’s character.

The Supreme Court reversed it-
self in 1991, saying that capital ju-
ries can hear victim-impact evi-
dence, but Texas courts have not
allowed it.
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BY THOMAS KOROSEC
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

1992, -

In the first statement, Koslow ac-
knowledges that she helped plan a
robbery of the house, but she insists
that she was joking and had no in-
tention of having her father and
stepmother hurt orkilled.

In the second statement, she says
four times that she enlisted her boy-
friend, Brian Salter; and his friend
Jeffrey Dillingham to kill Jack and
Caren Koslow in return for a por-
tion of an inheritance she believed
would amount to as much as $15
million.

Koslow, now 19, could face the
death penalty if she is found guilty
of helping orchestrate the March 12,
1992, attack on the Koslow couple
in the bedroom of their elegant Riv-
ercrest home.

Caren Koslow, 40, was blud-
geoned to death and her throat was
cut in the attack. Her husband, busi-
nessman Jack Koslow, now 51, was
also slashed and beaten, but he sur-
vived and has testified against his
daughter.

The assault was so ferocious that
the walls of the Koslows’ bedroom
were spattered with blood.

Among the evidence photos ad-

~ ~FORT WORTH — Jurors heard the voice of
Kristi Koslow: yesterday describing the first
conversation she had with her boyfriend after
he and another young man attacked her step-
- mother and father. o
- I just said, ‘Are they dead?” And he said, ‘I
think so,” ” Koslow is heard saying in a tape-
recorded statement she made to police. :

mitted in the trial is one of a sketch |

of Kristi Koslow that had hung in
the bedroom. It is spattered with
blood.

The sweetly rendered sketch of
the 8-year-old had been made for a
pastel portrait that Caren Koslow
gave her husband shortly after their
1983 marriage.

A second photo shows a snapshot

1

A ———

“He said it was kind of messy. . . . He said it

didn’t happen like we

the tape.

blood-spotted.

Nearly two weeks after the attack,
acting on a telephone tip from a
young man whom Dillingham had
entrusted with knowledge of the
~murder, police arrested Koslow,
Dillingham and Salter.

Salter has pleaded guilty to the
slaying in exchange for a life sen-
tence and is expected to testify
against his former fiancee.

Dillingham was convicted of cap-
ital murder and sentenced to death
inatrial in August.

After her arrest, Koslow was
taken directly to the third floor of
the police station and was first inter-
viewed by Fort Worth police Detec-
tive Danny LaRue. :

In the 40-minute interview, Kos-
low admitted only to kidding about
arobbery.

“Oh, we joke around about, you
know, a year ago. We just joked
around about it,” she said in the
tape of the conversation that was
played for the jury. ** *Cause I'd al-
ways be upset because my dad, my
dad would upset me or something
and I would be upset at him. It was
justajoke.”

During the interview, however,
Koslow acknowledged that she gave
Salter the code to disarm the exten-
sive security system at the house on
Clarke Avenue.

She also said she drew a map of

! the house and told Salter the loca-
' tion of valuables.

. “Iwouldn’t say she confessed: she
- implicated herself in some plan-

of Caren and Kristi Koslow taken | ning,” LaRuetoldjurors.

when she was perhaps 10. It 100 is |

After that interview, Detective
Curt Brannan, the lead investigator

planned for it to happen,”

planned it, like they had

the teen-ager says on

Prosecutors, presenting the heart of their case
in Koslow’s capital murder trial, played that
recording and_ the recording of a second state-
ment, both made to Fort Worth police detec-
tives in the hours after her arrest March 25,

(More on KOSLOW on Page7) |~

on the case, took over the interroga-
tion, the detectives testified.

Brannan told the jury that he had
gathered a much different picture of
Koslow’s role during his question-
ing of Salter and Dillingham -

“I explained to her that there was
no purpose in lying any longer be-
cause I knew, Detective LaRue
knew, the whole world would know
exactly what happened,” Brannan
said.

“Iraccused her of setting up this

whole tragedy, pulling the trigger on
this tragedy,” Brannan said. “I ac-
cused her of being a rich girl. . . . |
accused her of being spoiled and
having absolutely no concern for
her parents oranyone else.”
' Brannan said that his words
turned the conversation around and
that he began tape-recording Kos-
low’s confession.

The damaging statement begins
with Brannan asking Koslow if she
asked Salter tokill her parents.

“Yes,” she replied.

“Youdid?” Brannan asked.

“Yes,” she said again.

In the somewhat confused, |3-
minute statement, Koslow at times
says she was motivated by resent-
ment and at other times by a wish to
get money for her mother, Paula
Koslow, who was Jack Koslow’s
first wife.

Asked how much money she of-
fered Salter, Koslow replied, *I, |
never specifically said I would give
... justif, if I got any money, they
could haveit.”

Later in the statement she said
she thought the amount might be as
muchas$15million. ;
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Convictedkiller X
provoked fight, f
L L] g " o b, & N |
Jjailer testifies
By KEN DILANIAN .
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
"FORT WORTH — Elkie Lee
Taylor, who was convicted of capi-
tal murder yesterday, attacked
Brian Salter, a convicted capital
murderer and key upcoming wit-
ness in the Kristi Koslow trial, in a
Tarrant County jail in the fall, ac-
cordingtocourt testimony. .
The intersection of Tarrant
County’s two capital murder trials
‘emerged during Taylor’s punish-
ment phase, as prosecutors called
witnesses intended to persuade a'
jury to give the 32-year-old parolee
a death sentence. Both the Taylor
and Koslow trials are taking place
on the fifth floor of the Tarrant
County Justice Center. ‘ >
Salter, who pleaded guilty to mur- '
deringsocialite Caren Koslow, is ex-
‘pected to testify that Kristi Koslow
promised him money todoit.
Jailer Edmund Choice recounted
a beating Salter took at the hands of
Taylor sometime in November or

December .
Choice said he heard Taylor tell

Salter something like “I’ll kick your

While the two were going up a
staircase out of Choice’s view, he
said, Taylor apparently hit Salter.
When he got there, Taylor had
grabbed Salter’s leg, and Salter was
bleeding from cuts on his face.

When Choice looked in Taylor’s
cell, he found that his things were
already packed as if ready for a
transfer to a different pod. “I felt |
like . .. he made up his mind that
was he was going to have a fight,”
Choice said.




,i ;j;': An invesﬁm 'in~the
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~ slain that her husband

BY THOMAS KOROSEC

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

JackKoslow: A suspectearly
_ininvestigation

FORT WORTH — The lead detective in the
Caren Koslow murder investigation testified yes-
terday that he concluded on the day after her slay-
ing that her husband was “guilty but deceitful.”

Detective Curt Brannan, in seven hours of cross-'
examination by Kristi Koslow’s attorney in her
capital murder trial, testified that a number of
signposts led him 1o focus his suspicions on Jack
Koslow, who insisted from the outset of the inves-
tigation that he and his wife were attacked by two

intruders.

|

“I had to be concerned about the possibility of
family violence,” Brannan told the jury. “Two
people alone in a house and one survives and the
otherdoesn’t. . . . We want to know all the details.”

Defense attorney Tim Evans, who is attacking
the quality of police work in the case, read a portion
of the detective’s case notes from March 13, 1992,
the day after the attack, that characterize Jack

| Koslow as *‘a guilty but deceitful person.”

“I did believe he was being deceptive at the
time,” Brannan told the jury. “I believed Mr. Kos-
low was a suspect in the crime, but I was trying to
keepan open mind.” ey gt

~ theattack.

~The rumors paralieled police suspicions, al-
| though authorities did not acknowledge thatatthe

’} ~ Speculation and gosﬁp about the possibility ot
+ Jack Koslow’s involvement was thick in west Fort
Worth socialmcles and beyond in the days after
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~*.Much of Evans’ questidnirig yes-

terday involved Brannan’s sus-
picions, but the attorney also asked
the detective several questions
about his taking of Kristi Koslow’s
confession, a more crucial issue in
the trial.

“You did not indicate to her in
any way that if she did not come
around that she’d be faced with the
death penalty?” Evans asked in the
brisk exchange.

“In no way did L even mention the
death penalty to Kristi Koslow,”
Brannan replied.

-Evans placed his hand on his cli-
ent’s shoulder while Brannan testi-
fied that he never discussed possible
charges during the questioning and
that he made no promises when he
taped her admission that she helped
set the murder plot in motion.

Tarrant Country prosecutor Alan
Levy said at the end of the day that
the state is roughly halfway through
its case after four days of calling
witnesses.

Kristi Koslow, 19, could face the
death penalty if found guilty of or-
chestrating the attack on her father
and stepmother in the bedroom of
their Rivercrest home.

Oil heiress Caren Koslow, 40, was
bludgeoned to death and her throat
was cut. Jack Koslow, now 51, was
also beaten and cut.

Kristi Koslow is accused of hiring
her boyfriend, Brian Salter, 22; and
his friend Jeffrey Dillingham, 21, to
do the killing in return for a share of
an expected multimillion-dollar in-
heritance. Salter and Dillingham
have been convicted of capital mur-
der.

Several things aroused his suspi-
cions about Jack Koslow, Brannan
told the packed courtroom. .

They included forensic dental ev-
idence indicating that cuts on Kos-
low’s hands were teeth marks and
that they matched a mold made of
his wife’s teeth.

There were also discrepancies in
Koslow’s various recollections of
the attack, which left him with

memory and vision problems for

months.

As examples, Brannan said, at
one time Koslow said it was dark in
the_ room and then said it was light;
he initially said he was awakened by
the security alarm, and then said it
was the sound of a door being kicked

in

Evans tried to show that Brannan
was so focused on Jack Koslow that
he made only cursory attempts to
follow other suspects. Brannan said
that he took no notes during his first
interview with Kristi Koslow, who
voluntarily submitted to ques-

tioning at police head

week before herarrest. o o
Brannan also testified that earlier

the same day that Dillingham’s

friend came forward, he conducted

" avideotaped interview of Jack Kos-

lqw at Koslqw’s home. The inter-
view began with Brannan informing

—_
!(os!o»y of his right against self-
Incrimination.

During his testimony, Brannan
revealed that he had entered into a
$10,000 agreement with a Hol-
lywood production company for his

story about his work on the Koslow
case.

That agreement was made six
months after the investigation w;
completed and will not be affectec
by the trial verdict, the detectivel

said.

Testimony is scheduled to resume

at9a.m. today.

¥
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Brian Salter

N

BY THOMAS KOROSEC
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — As Kristi
Koslow dabbed back tears, her
former boyfriend told jurors yester-
day how- he slashed the throats of
her wealthy stepmother and father
in a murderous scheme that he said
she spurred on and worked to hide.

~**She was like, ‘Get this done or

attack grew from talk of a burglary
in which Koslow was to get her step-
mother’s clothes to a plan in which
their accotnplice, Jeffrey Dilling-
ham, was promised $500,000 from
Koslow’s expected $14 million in-
heritance.

‘forget about it,” ”” said Brian Salter,
describing Koslow’s anger after one
postponement of the attack.

When she learned that her father,
businessman Jack Koslow, had sur-
vived the slashing and bludgeoning,
Salter said, “She asked me, ‘What
wentwrong? :

Through two hours of explosive
testimony, Salter described how the

said. “She said something about
making it as painlessas possible.”

He also testified: “She said both
of them had to be killed because if
only one of them were killed, she
wouldn’t get anything.”

. ‘She said something about making it as painless as poSéiblé" '

Kristi Koslow approved attack,
former boyfriend tells jurors

.

T . The 22-year-old Salter, who re-
She approved it,” Salter told the

; counted the crime in a near-
jury. : : 4 monotone, testified under a plea
She said to do it quietly,” he (More on TRIAL on Page 3) ;

agreement with Tarrant County
prosecutors that yielded him 1h_e
promise of a life sentence fora capi-
' tal murder conviction, but spared
him from facing the prospect of a
death sentence. . ;

The plea bargain required him to
testify against Koslow, whom he
had dated for five months before his
arrest.

Koslow, 19, could be sentench to
death if found guilty of playing a
role in the March 12, 1992, attack
on her father, Jack Koslow, now 51,
and stepmother, Caren Koslow, 40.

Caren Koslow was slashed and
bludgeoned to death; her h_usband
was beaten and cut but survived the
bloody onslaught in the second-
story bedroom of their elegant Riv-
ercrest home. : ;

Dillingham, who rejected a plea

" offer similar to Salter’s, was sen-
tenced todeath in a trial last year.

Kristi Koslow’s defense attorney,
Tim Evans, told jurorsin his open-
ing statement last week that Salter
set the fatal plot in motion and that
he islying to save hislife.

Fort Worth Star-Telegram / JIMATHERTON

~ At left, a bailiff sits behind murder defendant Kristi Koslow. To
Koslow’s right is attorney Mark Daniel. Center from left are defense
attorneys Tim Evans and Robert Mayfield, and prosecutor Alan Levy.
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thought the ideas were *“crazy.”

At another point, Salter said he
and Kristi Koslow browsed at a car
lot and in several wealthy neighbor-
hoods and planned what to buy with
her inheritance. She picked out a
red BMW 325i; he, a Toyota Land
Cruiser, Salter said.

They also drove through Westo-
ver Hills, Rivercrest and Monticello
looking at houses, he said.

Salter, peering through wire-rim
glasses, recounted Koslow telling
him within the first month of their
relationship about her “extreme
dislike” of her stepmother and fa-
ther.

“She said she wished they were
dead,” Salter said. “*She said Caren
had tried to take [her mother]
Paula’s place . .. and tried to turn
her into a snob. She thought Caren
took her dad’s relationship from

 her.”

Salter told the jury that he once
considered killing his own parents,
and that Koslow had suggested that
“maybe two years down the line, we
could kill her parents, t0o.”

Salter said his discussions about
robbing and killing the Koslows in-
tensified after he and Kristi Koslow
became engaged around Christmas
1991. '

During the planning of what
eventually became a plot to kill her
parents and loot the house, Salter
said, Koslow drew a three-page map
of the spacious home, described
where she thought money and other
valuables were kept and gave him
the code to deactivate the alarm sys-
tem.

I told her we were going to do it
this day. She said, “That’s good,” ™
Saltersald

He said Koslow was present for

,many ‘of his conversations as he
" o ﬁngguns and was with him
en he drove to h»s,fathar 's house

PSSV
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fered a hsVa‘f ’

how to kill fhe](ﬁdslow couple. The
video store clerk suggested blowing
up their car, or po:somng them or
setting up the crime to look like a
murder-suicide. Salter said he

»

The final plan, he said dispas-
sionately, was to break into the Kos-
low house, disarm the alarm, knock
the couple out after confronting
them in their bedroom, and cut
their throats. The guns were needed
forself-protection, he said.

Around midnight on the night of
the attack, just before he left his
house to meet Dillingham, he said,
he called Koslow and told her they
were leaving to carry out the assault.
“She said, ‘OK, be careful,” ” he re-
counted.

Carrying two pistols, a pry bar
and a backpack containing glass cut-
ters, extra ammunition and two
knives, Salter and Dillingham
climbed over the back fence of the
Koslow property, Salter said.

Then, after working 15 to 20 min-
utes to quietly weaken and pry open
the back door, “We hit the door run-
ning,” he recalled.

While he deactivated the alarm
system, Dillingham bolted up the
stairs to the master bedroom and
ordered the Koslow couple to lie at
the foot of their bed.

“Jeff went to beating on them,”
Salter said, explaining that the cou-
ple did not pass out after one or two
blows with the pry bar, as planned.

As the beating continued, Salter
said, he began searching Jack Kos-
low’s walk-in closet for the money
Kristi Koslow had told him he could
find there.

Instead he found a lock-blade
knife inadrawer.

“I offered Jeff the knife, and he
said, no, he wasn’t going to do it. |
went and I stood over Caren, lifted
her chin and cut, left to right. I did
the same thing to Jack,” Salter said.

When they returned to the closet,
Salter said, he was startled to see

Jack Koslow on his feet.

“Jack got up and went after Jeff,”
he said.

- As Dillingham hit his victim
three or four more times and Jack
Koslow slumped to the flocr, Salter
said, the gun he was holding “went -
offin myhand.”

Scared, they made a hasty search
for the Koslows’ car keys and ran
from the house.

After returning home around: 4
a.m., Salter said, he called Kosl'ow
“1 told her I waited outside the roam
while Jeff did it. I was covering my
own actions,” he told the hushed
courtroom.

After daybreak, Salter said,
and Koslow went to the hospnal to
see her father. As they prcpared 10
g0, he said: “She asked me if her dad
had seen me. I said, ‘No.” ™

During the drive she told him,
“Don’t worry, you won’t get
caught,” he said.

In the days that followed, he sald
Koslow decided to give a group ‘of
reporters gathered outside her fa-
ther’s house an interview “to keep
the guilt from fallingon her.” |

Salter said she laughed when he
told her afterward, “You should be
anactress.” A

In other testimony yesterday, a
relative said Kristi Koslow was one
of the first two people to visit .lack
Koslow in his hospital room. %

Pam Giffin, Jack Koslow’s sistgr,
also recalled for the jury a conversa-
tion with Kristi Koslow at the hospi-
tal that struck her then as “bizarre.”

“She said she was particularly
tired because the night before she
had been up all night,” Giffin said.
“She said she was nervous and upset
until she got a phone call at 4 in the
morning. She said, ‘After I got that

9 9.

phone call, I fell asleep. .

=




.. BYTHOMAS KOROSEC
’ Fort Worth Star-Telegram

‘FORT WORTH — In a rare Sun-
day court session. Kristi Koslow’s
defense attorney challenged her

- former boyfriend yesterday and his

*testimony that'she was an eager par-
ticipant in a plot to kill her well-to-
do fatherand stepmother.

_ Although 22-year-old Brian Salt-
er admitted lying to prosecutors last
year about how the plan was
hatched, he did not retreat from the
damaging testimony he gave on Sat-
urday.

As a star prosecution witness in
Koslow’s capital murder trial, he
said that his one-time fiance urged,
helped plan and covered up blame
for the crime.

In an exchange typical of yester-
day’s questioning, defense attorney
Tim Evans asked Salter: “Jeff
Dillingham came up with [the idea
of the killing] while Kristi was still

-Jack Koslow, severely injured.

- Caren Koslow, 40, was slashed
and bludgeoned to death in the furi-
ous early morning attack that began

‘when two intruders stormed into

“ the bedroom of their home in the

" upscale Rivercrest section of west
Fort Worth. :
. Kristi Koslow is accused of assist-
- ing m.tpe planning of the crime and
promising to give Salter and his
friend Dillingham a share of a mul-
timillion-dollar inheritance she

 mistakenly expected toreceive.
Salter and Dillingham have been

convicted of capital murder.
_ In September, a month after a
Jury in Wichita Falls gave Dilling-
ham the death penalty, Salter en-
tered into a plea agreement with
"Tarrant County prosecutors, net-
ting him a life sentence in return for
testimony about Koslow'srole,

changing story

talking about burglarizing the
place?”

“No, sir,” responded Salter, a

former student at All Saints Episco-
pal School and the son of a Fort
Worth accountant, :
More forcefully, Evans asked:
“This whole crazy plan was some-
thing you and Jeff Dillingham
cooked up and spun off of the fact
that Kristi Koslow said, when she
was mad, that she’d just like to take
alot of [her stepmother’s] stuff, isn’t
that true?”
Again Salter replied, “No.”
Because the jury is sequestered,
state District Judge Bob Gill sched-
uled testimony throughout the
weekend in the high-profile trial.
Koslow, 19, could face the death

penalty if found guilty of participat-

ing in the March 12, 1992, attack
that left her stepmother, oil heiréss
Caren Koslow, dead and her fathgr,

(Moreon TRIAL on Page 3)

Evans made much of the plea bar-
gain in his questioning yesterday,
underlining for jurors that his sen-
tence would not be finalized until he
completed his testimony for the
state. y

“If you don’t live up to the agree-
ment the whole thing’s void?”
Evans asked. “Yes,” Salter re-
sponded.

Before Salter pleaded guilty last
September, he gave prosecutors a
23-page statement that contained a
different account of how the plan
was hatched than the one he gave on
the witness stand over the weekend.

In Salter’s testimony, he said that
conversations moved from talk of
burglarizing the Koslow house, to

‘Salter and Dillingham talking about
“killing Salter’s parents, to Salter and
Koslow talking about killing his par-

ents and her father and stepmother |

two years later. Finally, he said, the

plan evolved into killing just the
Koslows.

In his earlier statement, Salter
made it appear as if the idea of kill-
ing the Koslows arose in conversa-
tions between him and Dillingham.

“I told Jeff during this phone con-
versation that I knew she didn’t like
[Caren Koslow] but I didn’t think
she wanted them killed,” Salter said
in the statement.

Salter said during Evans’ ques-
tioning yesterday that those com-
ments and several other parts of the
statement were lies.

Tarrant County prosecutor Alan
Levy explained to reporters at the
end of the day that Salter’s state-
ment last year left out any mention
that Salter had talked about killing
his parents.

“It’s a normal instinct not to want
to say, ‘Not only have | committed a
capital crime but I was also thinking
about killing my own parents,’”’
Levy said.

The prosecutor said Salter pro-
vided the new information in recent
weeks. His plea bargain will not be

jeopardized, because it hinged on
the truthfulness of his testimony,
not his earlier statement, Levy said.

In other testimony, Salter told the
jury that a Fort Worth police detec-
tive twice turned off his tape re-
corder when he asked to have a law-
yer present during questioning fol-
lowing his arrest on March 23, 1992.

Salter said that at the outset of
questioning by homicide Det. Curt
Brannan. he invoked his right to
have an attorney present, but Bran-
nan stopped his tape recorder and
backed up the tape.

He said Brannan told him that
“things would go better” if he coop-
erated with the investigation.

Salter then gave Brannan a con-
fession in which he placed himselfat
the Koslow house during the attack.

" Testimony by prosecution wit--
resume tod
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Defense attorney Mark Daniel sits as Kristi Kosﬁw, right, hugs her mother,
is convicted yesterday of capital murder.

Paula Koslow, after ther lé-ym-bld
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She aces
life term
ordea tb

BY THOMAS KOROSEC
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — After hearing Kristi
Koslow described as either the hate-filled
“boss” of a murder-for-hire plot, or a naive
teen-ager given to idle words of spite, a Tar-
rant County jury convicted her of capital
murder yesterday in the slaying of her
wealthy stepmother.

Jurors are expected to begin hearing evi-
dence today to help them decide whether to
place Koslow among the four women now on
Texas’ Death Row or to give her a life sen-
tence — the only choices under the law.

Koslow, 19, wiped back tears in the min-
utes after state District Judge Bob Gill an-
nounced the verdict, which came after three
hoursand 15 minutes of jury deliberation.

A few minutes later, as Koslow was given |
several minutes alone with her mother, Paula
Koslow, both cried openly as they hugged at
the back of the courtroom.

At the center of the room, among the stack
of evidence used in the case, sat a large, gold-
framed pastel portrait of the defendant wear-
ing a white dress and an unaffected smile.
Her stepmother commissioned the portrait |
when the defendant was 8.

Jack Koslow, her father, sat dispas-
sionately as the verdict was read and left the |
courthouse without comment.

The 50-year-old businessman was also a ‘
victim of the attack that killed his wife, oil
heiress Caren Koslow. He testified last week
outside the jury’s presence that he would

(Moreon KOSLOW on Page 16)

recommend that his daughter re-
ceive the death penalty.

. Tarrant County prosecutor Alan
Levy huddled with Jack Koslow
after the verdict and later described
Koslow’sreaction as ““reserved.”

¢ “He’s not a person given to big
displays. ... It’ snota happy time,”
Levysaid.

. Mark Daniel, one of two defense
attorneys Kcslow’s mother hired,
said: “We plan to be a lot more suc-
cessful tomorrow. . . . Therearealot
of'significant issues; a great deal will

’gome out about her and her back-

, l Asked what c0uld save his chcnt
| from the death penalty, lead defense
| attorney Tim Evans said: “This is
just not the kind of person I think
juries generally sentence to death.
She is a young girl with no past crim-

inal history, and there is a lot of |

mitigating evidence that has come
nutduring thistrial.”
% Levy said the planning that went

-mto the murder-for-hire plot willbe |

among his most persuasive evi-
dence as he turns his efforts to seek-
inga sentence of death by injection.
| < “The thought process that went
into it, the premeditation, that may
| be the most persuasive thing for a
| jury,” said Levy, who has asked ju-
 ries 10 times before to deliver death

' semences and has never been de-

' med

¢ Levy conceded that the defen- |

| dant’s age and gender could work in
her favor. “It’s always hard to sell
| 1he juryon the death penalty, and it
should be,” he said.
'+ Koslow was convicted of orches-
| trating the fatal March 12, 1992,
| ‘attack on her stepmother and fa-
| ither, who were startled from their
sleep when two intruders broke into
their stately Rivercrest home.
Caren Koslow, 40, was fatally

bludgeoned and her throat was cut |

in the early-morning attack. Her

husband was beaten and his throat
. wasalsocut. '

« Prosecutors called 23 witnesses in
their attempt to show that Koslow

' hired Brian Salter, who was her boy-

friend, and his friend Jeffrey
Dnlhngham to do the killing in re-
turn for a share of what she expected
would be as much as a $14 million
nheritance.

¢ The judge instructed jurors to de-
termine whether Koslow hired the
killers and therefore was gunlty of
¢apital murder.

1 They also were told to find Kos- |

low guilty of capital murder if they

found that she acted as an ac-

complice in what became a murder

during a burglary of the Koslow -

home.

+ Salter, 22, and Dlllmgham P4 3"
have been convicted of capital mur-
der after both admitted to authori-
fies that they carried out the bloody

"During testimony.jurors h

admitted  offering inheritance
money for her faxl}:ers aﬂ& step-\

mother’s deaths. :
Salter testified that Kosh3w

helped plan and cover up the crime,.
and an array of physical ev1den€fe f

supported bothaccounts: g
' “There was a variety “of things,
mutually supporting each. other,

that when you add them up,it’s a
compelling case,” Levy said after
the verdict.

Said Evans, “We knew it was a
rough case from the beginning. .
Alan’salso a very good lawyer.” *

In closing arguments, Levy and
Tarrant County prosecutor Robert
Mayfield portrayed Koslow: as “‘the
boss™ behind the murder plot, a de-
ceptive teen-ager who was filled
with hatred for her stepmother.

“*She was consumed with this ma-
lignancy — it always grows; it al-
ways needs feeding,” Levy said.

He labeled as ridiculous defense

contentions that Salter and Dilling-"

ham acted on Koslow’s idle threats.
that she wamcd her stepmother and
fatherkilled. »

“You’d have to be levitated to
another solar system with another
system of logie,”” Levy said, adding
at another point, *How stupid do

they think we are?”
Mayfield cast Koslow as the mas-

termind of the murder-for-hire |

jscheme. ;

Citing testimony that Salter tele-
phoned Koslow minutes after he re-
turned home from the attack; May-
field- t0ld jurors: “When an em-
ployee finishes an assxgnmem .what
do they do? They check \\qth the
bQssii

Defense attorney Daniel, on the
other hand, told jurors that Koslow'

“does not have the intellect or the
maturity to organize a rock fight,”
Evans, who told the jury that Kos-
low was given to mouthing threats
“out of spite formed. by years of

family turmoil,” told the jury that

prosecutors -failed teprove their
case beyondareasonabledoubt.
‘He closed his rousing summation
with his handon Koslow’s shoulder.
“I give you the life of Kristi Kos-
low," he said, choking back tears. “I
wish'you godspeed.”

; rd a
‘taped statemenv ‘in which Kos ow‘
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Paula Koslow, mother of Kristi Koélow, sits cryingin the cleamd courtroom yester day after the verdict. .




* Paula Koslow, Kristi Koslow’s mother, cnes as she pleads with the jury that
’ convicted her daughter to spare her life. '
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 Death

penalty
rejected

BY THOMAS KOROSEC
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Jurors in the
Kristi Koslow capital murder trial
sentenced the teen-ager to life in
prison yesterday, rejecting prosecu-
tors” demands for the death penalty
during an emotionally charged final
dayincourt.

The 19-year-old Koslow, con-
victed Wednesday of orchestrating
the murder for hire of her wealthy
stepmother, breathed an audible
sigh of relief when state District
Judge Bob Gill read the jury’s deci-
sion.

The panel of six. men and six
women, which deliberated for one
hour and 20 minutes, found ‘that
Koslow had acted intentionally but
that prosecutors had not proven be-
yond a reasonable doubt that Kos-
low presents a future danger to soci-
ety.

Under Texas law, their answer to
the question of future dangerous-
ness automatically ruled out the
death penalty.

Juror Keri Glyn Gill said in an
interview that the jury decided on
its first vote for a life sentence.

“We never thought she would
ever be a continuing threat to soci-
ety,” the jurorsaid,

Jack Koslow, who was injured in

(More on KOSLOW on Page4)
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There was no ‘comment etther
from Paula Koslow, the defendant’s
ther, who took the stand earlier
the day and tearfully asked the
- “Please don’t give her the
th penalty, that’s all I have to.
2 Please.’ 1o :
Jilary Tomlinson, 19, who testi-
earlier in the day as a childhood
nd of Kristi Koslow’s, said after
sentencing: ‘‘We're
relieved. . ..IhopedIhelped.”
arrant County prosecutor Alan
said, “We thought we’d get the
maximum penalty but this is not a
nalty that’s unacceptable.”
He said he thought that Koslow’s
agk and lack of criminal record

worked for the defense.

The prosecution presented no
witnesses during the morning’s pun- |

ishment hearing because Kristi

Koslow had no pnor criminal his- |

tory.
Said defense attorney Tim Evans:
“Virtually any jury in this state

would have reached the same deci- |

sion on this issue. Anybody who lis-

tened to every word would have |

come tothe same decision.”
Headded, It would serve no pur-

pose to give Kristi Koslow the death |

penalty.”

Under Texas law, his client must |

servea minimum of 35 yearsin pris-
on before she is eligible for parole.

“It certainly was not anything‘

that I'd call a lenient sentence,”
Evans said.

Mark Daniel, who emphasized |
his client’s emotlonally troubled

childhood during his summation at |
the daylong sentencing hearing, said |
he was not surprised that the jury
spared hisclient’slife.

“This was not a crime that

showed she would be a danger to
soctety,’,’he said. “It is a crime that
used onafam:f member

 the eight days ¢

trtal’s first phase that Knstt ‘Koslow

hired her boyfriend, Brian Salter

22: and Jeffrey Dillingham, 21, to
kill the couple in return for shares of
an expected multtmtlfton-dollar in-
heritance.

Salter pleaded gutlty to capital

i murder and accepted a plea bargain
for a life sentence in return for his
testimony in his ex-fiancee’s trial.

Dillingham rejected a similar
 plea offer and a jury sentenced him
| in August todeath.

' Daniel and Evans portrayed their
‘client as the product of a dysfunc--
tional family who was raised by a
permissive mother and developed

deep resentment against her father
and his second wife, Caren.

During his emotional summa-
tion, Danie]l made much of the pros-

| ecutors’ decision to give Salter, who

admitted cutting the victims’
throats, a life sentence.

“What did the state bring to you
to help you peer into the future?” he
asked rhetorically.

“Qur law lets you decide whether
she was 17 years old, a child, at the
time this occurred, a child who did
not have a positive stable-adult in-
fluence throughout her life.”

Daniel continued, “I am not say-
" ing she sits in the chair [that] she

does because of her parents, but she:

had Paula Koslow, who provided a
lot of warmth but a lot of mlsgmded
parenting.

“She had Jack Koslow, who had
some structure, but warmth and
compassion simply wasn’t part of
~ the package. She had Caren Koslow.

" In all respect to her, she was placed
~in the tmp0551ble posnton of a step-
| parent.”

" The prosecutor continued: “The:

‘ ,phllosophy that someone’s parents

or one’s schools”or environment
should diminish their moral respon-
sibility is a ‘bankrupt philosophy. It

| is the philosophy that turned the

' Koslow home on March 12 into a

Levy, whom Daniel descnbed 10 |

jurors as “the only lawyer in this

state who could talk a jury into kill-
ing this girl,” took aim at Daniel’s
mention of the victim as he paced
and talked inhisclosing.

“What greater crime can occur

her dreams . . _and then cqme into
court and blmjc m}

¥ N‘ﬁl ;’"ﬂ‘“‘ﬁ*‘:l u{uﬂl "#)"ﬂ‘f Y...!
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slaughterhouse.”

Earlier. in his closing, Tarrant
County prosecutor Robert Mayfield,
waved a videotape cassette of the
news conference Kristi Koslow gave
on the lawn of her stepmother’s

“house the day after the attack.

“What manner of person could
give a press conference on the lawn
of 4100 Clarke Avenue while be-
hind her the blood of her father and
stepmother was drying on the
walls?” he asked quietly.

During the morning punishment
hearing, the defense team brought
seven witnesses, including three
Tarrant County jailers who de-
scribed Kristi Koslow as a model
inmate.

“She is one of the most respectful
and considerate people I've ever
had in my pod,” said Norma Sue
Cook, who supervised Koslow for
20 months. *If I had 71 more like

her, I wouldn’t have any problems.”

The defense also questioned Hile
ary Tomlinson, 19, a student qtt
University of Texas at Austin
said she has known Koslow smce
they were 2 years old.

She recounted how the defendant

. had been deeply affected by her par-
. ents’ divorce when she was 7 years,

old, and how she would plead wnth
her mother not to send her off
weekend visits wnth her father an

stepmother i

“She’d be a nervous wreck, tying!
knots in her hair, sucking her”
thumb,” Tomlinson said.

Kenny Pannell, a former psych
therapist at Charter Hospital of Fo
Worth, told jurors that Kristi Kos- A

- low was caught in the rmddle &‘ ,

than for this defendant to steal from
Caren Koslow her life, her hopes,

deep rift between hpr dwprpgd pai
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‘Durmg meetings at the psychiat- f i
ric hospital, where Koslow was a.!k '
patient for several months atage | 34
Pannell said he could see there wa§‘ R
little emotional contact between ﬁ'i
Kristi Koslowand her father. = 1™

“There was a lack of warmth a
affection you'd expect 1o see be-
tween a father and a daughter,” he
said. ad

M
Staff writer Mike Menichini contrib-*
uted to this report.
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Knstl Koslow, alongside her attorney
Mark Daniel, listens as the life sentence
s pronounced.

Trial deliberations were |
tough for jurors, panelist says.

e IRy -

BY MIKE MENICHINI
AND THOMAS KOROSEC
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — For the sequestered
jurors in the Kristi Koslow murder ease,
finding her guilty and sentencing her to life
in prison came at a personal price paid in
stressand consternation.

I think it was more tough than anyone
could imagine,” juror Keri Glyn Gill of
Fort Worth said in a telephone interview
last night. “We had the life of a 19-year-old
girl in our hands, and we had to make cer-
tain we made the right decision.”

Gill, only three years older than the de-
fendant, was the only one of 10 jurors con-
tacted who agreed to comment on the delib-

erations. Several declined entirely. Others,
citing the stress of serving on the jury, said
they might talk at a later date.

Jurors took little time to dispense with
the question of whether Koslow should re-
ceive the death penalty, Gill said. A vote
shortly after deliberations began was unan-
imously in favor of the life sentence, she
said.

“We never thought she would ever be a
continuing threat tosociety,” Gill said.

Outside the courthouse, legal profession-
als questioned whether jurors would be
willing to sentence a teen-age woman to
.death, but Gill said the jurors concentrated
solely on the facts of the case.

“In my opinion, one death is not worth

S ST e R e TR S R SR

another,” she said. “But.if the evidence had
been there, we would have voted for [ the
death penalty]. But the evidence wasn’t suf-
ficient forthe death penalty.”

Prosecutors had asked for the death pen-
alty, saying Koslow engineered the death of
her stepmother, Caren Koslow, 40, in
hopes of inheriting the family fortune. Her
boyfriend, Brian Salter, 22, and another
friend, Jeffrey Dillingham, 21, carried out
the attack on March 12, 1992.

Salter received a life sentence in ex-
change for his testimony against Koslow.
Dillingham rejected a similar offer, and in
August a jury sentenced him to death.

*I think what we did was the right deci-
sion,” Gill said, adding that she hopes “the

public, which did not see or have to hear
what we did, does not hold it against any of
us. because she did not deserve the death
penalty.” 3

In the Rivercrest area where the murder
occurred, a couple out for their evening
walk stopped briefly to look at the former
Koslow home and said they are relleved
that the trial isover.

“I'don’t know that she deserved the death’
penalty or not,” said the woman, who did'*
not want her name used. “But I do know lt
will be good for this area to put it behind

them. Maybe we can go back to being a

quiet neighborhood again.”
Staff writer Bill Hanna contributed to tluq A
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David Williams: Pledgesto

TUESDAY, JULY 12, 1994

BY KEN DILANIAN

Fort Worth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — Tarrant
County Sheriff David Williams,
who this year got county commis-
sioners to buy his department four

souped-up Camaros for high-speed

chases, will come to them today
proposing a different kind of

Tarrant sheriffasks
county for copters

Helicopters.

Williams is asking commis-
sioners to accept a donation from
the Defense Department of three
1960s-vintage Army OH-6 heli-
copters to create — as far as Wil-
liams knows — the only sheriffs
department in Texas with a copter
fleet.

seek donations, grants

horsepower:

(More on SHERIFF on Page 3)

Sheriff

From Page |’

“They will be a force multiplier
that can enhance our officers,”
said the sheriff, who pledged to
seek federal grants and private do-
nations for the aircraft’s upkeep
and repair, rather than ask county
taxpayers to foot the bill — at least
fornow.

Williams said he envisions the
helicopters as law enforcement

birds of prey, swooping down on
fugitives fleeing down dark county
roads — or catching drug smug-
glers trying to dispose of contra-
band. And he said he will make the
copters available for other law
agencies in the county which now
rely on the city of Fort Worth’s 24-
hour helicopter division.

Fort Worth’s aircraft primarily
support the city’s police, but they
also aid the county drug task force
and other cities with which the de-
partment has agreements, police
Lt. David Ellis said.

The OH-6 helicopter manufac-
tured by Hughes Aircraft is a “light
observation helicopter . . . prima-
rily designed to carry one pilot and
one observer,” said Lt. Maurice
Hendrix, spokesman for the
Sheriff's Department and a li-
censed pilot.

Only two of the copters are air-
worthy, with the third to be used
for spare parts, Hendrix said.

Dwight Tiller, a local spokes-
man for the Combined Law En-
forcement Associations of Texas
(CLEAT) — which represents

sheriff’s deputies and has criti-
cized Williams’ department for
understaffing its jails — expressed
bewilderment at the proposal.

“Does he have any idea what
these things cost to maintain?”
Tiller said.

Tiller didn’t know, and Williams
said he didn’t have an estimate.

The Fort Worth Police De-
partment operates two helicopters
for about $800,000 a year, includ-
ing maintenance, pilots and sup-
port, Ellis said.

Williams wouldn’t rule out seek-

ing taxpayer funding at some
point.

“I can’t see into the future that
far,” he said.

The sheriff said he received posi-

tive responses to the copter brigade’

when he briefed individual county
commissioners. Commissioner
Marti VanRavenswaay said yes-
terday that she will support the
plan as long as it doesn’t cost tax-
payers.

Asked if having the aircraft
could create pressure on commis-

sioners to help fund their opera-
tion, she said, “Not on me it
doesn’t.”

Helicopters are great law-
enforcement tools, Tiller said, but,
“I think this is a misplacement of
priorities. This is a proposal that
would be nice if they were taking
care of all the other needs of the
Sheriff’s Department. I’ve never
heard a complaint from other de-
partments that they couldn’t get
access to- Fort Worth’s . bgli-

"

copters.” 3
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Sheriff to take
o B A 3
crime-fighting
\ v ;

to new heights

By KEN DILANIAN y

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Lawbreak-
ers with fast cars or rural hide-
aways, beware: The Tamqt Copn-
ty Sheriff's Department is going

airborne. ;

For the second time in its his-
tory. ,
County commissioners, after
noting that it won’t cost Tarrant
taxpayers anything, voted unani-
mously yesterday to accept three
small, 1960s vintage Hughes Air-
craft helicopters donated by the
Defense Department and place
them under the command of Sher-
iff David Williams. ;
“I’m telling you, it’s a great day
for law enforcement,” said Lt.
G.M. Hendrix, the sheriff’s public

relations officer, who flew Hueys
in Vietnam. Hendrix will be the
main pilot of what Williams said
will become the only sheriff’s air
force in Texas.

It won’t be the first time a Tar-
rant County sheriff secured air
power. In 1976, at the behest of
Sheriff Lon Evans, the commis-
sioners spent $78,000 on a Hughes
helicopter that was intended to
help catch burglars and armed rob-
bers, according to a newspaper ac-
count.

Williams said he will rely on fed-
eralgrants to operate the copter. So
did Evans, but his grants dried up a
year later, Hendrix said. “It was
poorly managed. The sheriff just
said, ‘Scrapit.’ ”

Hendrix said the aircraft will
add a new dimension to the fight
against drug trafficking. “Asevery-
one knows, the Dallas-Fort Worth
area is a crossroads of intense drug
traffic. We’re going to provide sup-
port to local law-enforcement
agencies,” he said.

FoitWorth Star-Telegram / Wednesday, July

N

Officials credited U.S. Rep. Pete
Geren with helping Tarrant secure
the four-seat observation copters,
two of which will be used while the
other is kept for parts.

But before the OH-6 birds fly,

Williams will have to find the
money to pay for their insurance,
upkeep and operating costs. He’s
also looking to private donations,
he said.
- The sheriff didn’t have a figure
on what that might cost. But he
said comparisons with Fort
Worth’s $800,000-a-year budget
for their two-helicopter operation
probably aren’t valid. “We’re talk-
ing about the difference between a
Dodge and a Mercedes,” he said.

-Fort Worth uses Bell’s Jet Rang-
er. Tarrant’s OH-6s, which are
coming from the Pennsylvania
Army National Guard, kave about
a year of life before they will need
an overhaul, Hendrix said. But he
said he has already secured six new
engines valued at $167,000 each
from the Defense Department.
“That’s over a million in assets
free, right there.”

Officials from both unions that
represent deputies criticized the
helicopter plan, saying the sheriff
should be boosting the jail staff in-
stead.

Williams said the helicopters
have no bearing on the jails.

During his session with report-
ers, the sheriff, who acknowledges
that he sometimes drives one of the
four souped-up Camaros that the
county purchased for high-speed
chases, said there will be no per-
sonal oradministrative tripson the
helicopters.

Referring to a recent White
House mini-scandal in which an
a‘de had to resign after he hopped a
Marine helicopter to get to a golf
course, Williams said: “No golf
trips. Definitely none of that
stuff.” :

P T
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THE SHERIFF IN HOT PURSUIT OF PONATIONS TO RUN HI$ FREE HELICOPTERS




Set the record straight

The helicopter that Sheriff Lon Evans had
from 1976 to 1977 was not lost l)ecausft "itgwas
poorly managed,” in the words of Lt. GM.
Hendrix, Sheriff David Williams’ public rela-

tions officer. s
The helicopter cost $78,000, but the craft
was not paid for by the Tarrant County Com-

missioners Court. It was purchased with state
and federal grants to assist law enforcement
programs. The first year’s operating cost was

also paid through state and federal grants.
Every penny spent was monitored and paid
through the auditor’s office, with monthly
reports and quarterly audits by the state. The
unit operated within the budget as set forth in
the grants. ;

Evans did not say “scrap it.” The money
was being cut back. They would only pay for
half of the second year’s operating cost, and
the commissioners would not pay for the
other half. The commissioners had the audi-
" tor’s office do a cost study and found out that
the county could hire 12 to 14 jailers for the
county’s part of the helicopter operating cost.
The state gave the helicopter to the Pasadena
Police Department outside Houston.

Yes, there were problems. The helicopter

was too slow to respond to calls of assistance

and properly trained mechanics for that heli-
copter model were not available.

Idonotbelievet.hisprog:ramwillﬂy‘l_ ,
believe I am qualified to comment because I -
did the research, wrote the grants, was flight

trained at Hughes Aircraft factory, flew the
helicopter for a year and was a supervisor.

Sheriff Williams, please have your public
relations assistant get the facts straight
before he speaks.

BUDDY SOLLIE

Keller




Tarrant County Sheriff David Williams, left, smiles yesterday after
inspecting a helicopter donated to his department.

Anti-crime copter
arrives
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-indefinitely? The maintenance money lasted only a year when

'! Most important, Williams must demonstrate need. To what

‘gests a desire to depart from the sheriff’s primary responsibilities:

T s T b o
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- Whoa, Sheriff!
oa, Sheriff!
TARRANT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS have granted
‘two major requests recently from Sheriff David Williams for
¢rime-fighting hardware, decisions that lacked sufficient scrutiny.
’;l"he latest request — for automatic weapons — should not be so
«casually considered. o o
- First, Williams asked for four Camaros, noting the need to
‘apprehend speeders and perhaps deter high-speed chases on long
stretches of rural roads. The request was granted. N
Then he asked for permission to accept two donated helicopters,
saying that federal grants and donations, not taxpayer dollars,
would pay for their maintenance. Permission was granted speedily.
Now that Williams wants eight submachine guns to help out-
fit an 18-person county SWAT team, Tarrant County commis-
gioners need some answers. :
How much will maintenance of the helicopters actually cost?
ill the grants and donations to maintain the helicopters last

‘the county purchased helicopters in the mid-1970s. Will taxpay-

-¢érs get the bill a year from now? ,

Commissioners also need to grade the sheriff’s homework on

‘the SWAT team. How much will a team cost to train, equip

Ind maintain? The sheriff’s department says it would use the
utomatic weapons in case of a jail riot, a courtroom hostage-

‘taking or protection of a deputy while serving a warrant.

S
—  ——— o —e——

Is an automatic weapon necessary, effective or even advisable
restoring order in those situations? Besides, Williams should
xplain how the lack of these weapons has hindered his depart-

ent’s past effectiveness.

ee is the department actually involved in law enforcement —
investigation, surveillance and the apprehension of criminals?
This infatuation with fast cars, helicopters and firepower sug-

aintaining county jails and issuing ‘warrants.
Williams needs to justify the weapons and his department’s
ompetence to handle them. Otherwise, the commissioners |

hould deny the gun request.
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doesn’tadd up
on copter bid

By KEN DILANIAN
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH —- The Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department, on a
competitive application for sur-
plus military helicopters, told the
Pentagon that it has 60 officers in-
volved in full-time drug enforce-
ment.

But that figure has been brought
into question by county budget
records and by some sheriff’s per-
sonnel.

One high-ranking official in the
department said that only two
sheriff’s investigators work full
time on drug cases. But the lieuten-
ant who wrote the application jus-
tified the count, saying he included
60 officers who do at least some
drugenforgement work.

Sheriff David Williams said he
briefly reviewed the helicopter ap-
plication and found it “reason-
able” before approving it. He said
he was under the impression that
the number 60 referred to all the

full-time counter-drug officers
countywide.

The Sheriff’'s Department ob-
tained three OH-6 military heli-
copters last month under a De-
fense Department program that
gives priority to agencies that can
demonstrate the means to mount
serious anti-drug operations.
Based on the information it pro-
vided, Tarrant County ranked
10th of 66 applicants nanonwxde
Pentagon officials said.

The program application asks
for the “Number of sworn officers
in the agency making the request
which are involved full-time in
counterdrugactivity.”

Sheriff’s Lt. G.M. Hendrix, the
department’s spokesman and the
man who will fly the copters,
wrote: “Sixty (60) sworn officers,
including investigators, task force
and tactical strike force members,
are directly involved in full-time
counter-drugactivities.”

(Moreon COPTERS on Page 32)

Forl orlh gur—TcIcgram F ile
Slleriﬁ' David Williams speaks to the media July 29 in front of one of
' the heheoptorshia department has acquired.




Copi‘ers

“ But Chlef Depnty Han‘k Pope
_said two sheriff’s investigators
work full time on drug cases. Pope, -
“who supervises the sheriff’s law en-
' forcement operations and was not -

i involved in the helicopter ap--

a phcatnon said both are assigned to
‘outside task forces.

County Budget Director Debbie
_Schneider questioned the figure on
heapphcauon

“Sixty?”’ Schneider
. “You’ve got tobe kidding.”
. Hendrix said he did not misrep-

i rcsentthefacts

, In an interview, he initially said
the number 60 includes not just:

"‘Sheriﬁ’s Department personnel,
but officers from other ]lll’lSdlC
tions throughout the county, in-

eluding those on the 60-member
Tarrant County Narcotics Intel-

.~ligence and Coordination Unit,

i-known as the drug task force.

- - The application Hendrix filled

t contains a separate question
ut the number of officers from
Junsdlctnons involved in drug
sases countywide.. Hendrix an-
ered that one with a different

number 120.
. In a subsequent interview, Hen-

"

x changed his explanation, say-
g’cg; “I guarantee you that I have

- close ‘to 60 people within the
Sheriff’s Department involved in
quunter-drugacuvmes

= Hendrix said he counted officers,

-'who do not work exclusively on’

“drug cases, explaining that his use

said.

icers’ full-time missions.

4

" time to counter drug activity, ac-

the term “full-time,” meant that cars. This month, he asked for
Priforcing drug laws isamong those  €ight submachine guns for the re-

oum budm tecords slmw |
that only a small portion of the
arrests made by sheriff’s deputies
" involve drugs. Most employees of
the 1,300-member dqunment are
assigned to thejails.
- “Itreally seems like you’ rc»spht-
nng hairs,” Williams said in an in-
~terview. *‘Did you find any spelling
‘errorson there, t00?”
‘The Fort Worth Police Depart-
ment has 40 officers assigned full

cording to spokeswoman Pat
Kneblick. That includes 22 people
loaned out to the drug task forces.
‘Brian Sheridan, the Defense De-
partment official in charge of the
surplus equipment program, said
he did not know what role the per-
ceived number of full-time
counter-drug officers played in the
awarding of the helicopters to Tar-
rant County. An officer involved
in “full-time counter-drug activ-
ity” would work roughly 40 hours a
week on drug cases, Sheridan’s as-
sistant said. :
“We do not have the means to go|
out fact-checking,” Sheridan said.

But Sheridan doumplayed the
significance of possible misrepre-
sentation, and said Tarrant Coun-
ty probably would have gotten the
coptersanyway.

“Keep in mind, these assets |
would be scrapped if we didn’t glve
them away,” he said.

Since taking office last year Wil-
liams has sought to emphasize and
expand his department’s law en-
forcement capabilities. Before ob-
taining the helicopters, the sheriff
got county commissioners to pay
for four high-performance patrol

sponse team.
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 plication for military helicopters

as part of a nationwide investiga-
tion of the program that awards
surplus equipment to faw enforce-
~ ment agencies; a federal agent said

g

- Sheriff David Williams’ ap-
plication for helicopters “will be
one of many we are looking at,”
said John- Hall, special agent in
charge of the Fort Worth-based

this year, Hall said. .
* “We’re finding a lot of graft,
crud and corruption,” said Hall,
whose office has jurisdiction over

Mouthwest. :

¢ In one instance being investi-
_gated, he said, a police department
f20secured 60cars. '

i In another, a program billed as
‘‘anti-gang” was awarded a piano.

! Investigators are also looking
into instances where law enforce-
ment officials are said to have used
the military equipment for private
gain, Hall said.

! Williams, whose department ac-

quired three Army helicopters last
month from the Pentagon under
the reutilization program, said, “I
welcome the federal government
or anybody else that wants to look
at this application that we pre-
pared with the gracious assistance

of congressman Pete Geren and his -

assistant.”

A spokeswoman for Geren said -

the Fort Worth Democrat was on
his way from Washington to Texas
and was unavailable for comment.
- The Fort Worth Star-Telegram
reported yesterday that in its ap-
plication for the surplus helicop-
ters, the Sheriff’s Department told
the Pentagon that the department
has 60 officers involved in full-
Adimecounter-drugactivity.
% ‘county records do not sup-
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inspecor generals fild_offic
‘We’re not sing[ing himou L
Hall said he is not aware of any

impropriety on the part of the

Sheriff'sDepartment.

~He said his office will examine
the helicopter acquisition mainly
because the aircraft are considered
a major item and because the de-
fense reutilization program, as it is
known, has been rife with abuse

~.acrossthe country.

The inspector general’s oﬁit::e,
the Pentagon’s independent inves-
tigative arm, has targeted the pro-

hat number, and an official

gram as an investigative priority

(Moreon SHERIFF on Page4). -

> high in the department said that

only two investigators work drug
cases full time. Each is assigned to
outside task forces.

Sheriff’s officials said the num-
ber is justified, however, because
they included officers who make
drug arrests as part of their general
dutiesinthecount.

~ A Defense Department official
in charge of the surplus-equipment

. program said that full-time drug
. activity is defined as 40 hours per

week devoted to drugenforce-
ment.

According to county records,
only a few hundred cases from
among nearly 100,000 service calls
made in the last year by sheriff’s
deputiesinvolved drugs.

~ Williams said he thinks the issue

is one of semantics and hair-
splitting.

Hall said he does not have
enough information to draw a con-
clusion about whether there was
misrepresentation.

“There probably isn’t a prob-
lem. When you get into defini-

tions, you get into a sticky area —

what is full time.”

panogled. st i T TR
- Surplus defense ifems have be-
~come_increasingly available to
local governments because of cut-
backs in the military. Applications
to the program have outpaced the
staff’s ability to verify them, Hall

“We might look at the sheriffs

“situation to see if the Defense De--
partment is doing things according.
to their regulations,” Hall said.

- Brian Sheridan, in charge of the
Pentagon program under which

‘the sheriff " got the helicopters,
could not be reached yesterday for
comment. :

In another development related
to the helicopters, County Com-
missioner Bob Hampton said he
will propose next week that the

‘commissioners require Williams
to set up a nonprofit corporation to
fund the helicopter operation.

The commissioner said such an”
:rrangiment will insure that “we
on’t slip up and pay for anything
through the count)lr).”y SRR
- Williams has pledged not to use
taxpayer money to fund what
could be an expensive operation,

~-as well as maintenance bills for the

aircraft.

_ A nonprofit éorpomtion could
-also insulate the county from li-

3 _ability, Hampton said.

‘He said he will propose that only’
employees of the corporation, not’
county employees, be allowed to’
pilot the helicopters because of the
risk of lawsuits if there is an ac-

- cident.

‘fI_ want to separate totally the
helicopter business from the coun-
ty,” Hampton said.

Fort Worth Star-Telegram / Saturday, August 6, 1994 :

Although intentionally making

false statements on a federal docu-
ment is a felony, Hall said such

cases are rarely prosecuted because

“you’ve got to prove intent, and
that’shardtodo.”
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Sherift,
can we talk
aminute?

The new high sheriff of Tarrant County
is not satisficd with just being a jailer. He
wants to be a law enforcement officer —
in fact, “the top law enforcement official
in the county,” as outlined in state statute
more than 100 years ago.

Of course,
things have
changed in the
past 100 years,
including the
fact that most of
the county is
urban with in-

. corporated cit-
ics operating
their own police
departments.

So, the sheriff's

role has become

one of basically
opcrating the
county jail.

The sheriff’s
office is the most expensive county de-
partment. With a budget of more than
$44.3 million annually, 80 percent 1o 85
percent of that is for jail operations, said
Chicl Deputy Hank Pope.

But Sheriff David Williams is rapidly
expanding the mission and responsibili-
tics of the office, with very little discus-
sionabout this major policy shift.

The sheriff has received approval for a
number of new law enforcement tools to
carry out his new crime-fighting agenda,
Tarrant County commissioners. granted
his requests for a canine narcotics patrol,
four new souped-up sports cars for high
speed chases and three old donated heli-
copterstoassistin fighting crime.

Williams now wants commissioners to
approve the purchase of eight submachine
guns for his new 18-member SWAT team,
and there's even talk of adding an ar-
mored personnel carrier.

It would be easy to criticize the sheriff,
as many have, for wanting to be the
Rambo of Tarrant County and for having
watched too many Arnold Schwar-
zencgger movies. What war is he really
preparing for?

. Onc could argue that the sheriff has not

proved sufficient need for this new gung-

BOBRAY
SANDERS

-—-= ho direction and there are unanswered

questions about the costs of these new
operationsand equipment.

The sherifls department, however,
would say that it has a mammoth job few
people understand. The sheriff is respon-
sible for law enforcement in 100 square
miles of unincorporated territory, Pope
said. where there are about 50,000 people.

Because these areas are scattered all

over the county, the long distances require
a helicopter, he said. Plus, there arc some
emergencics in smaller cities where air-
craft would be uscful, and Williams ran on
aplatform of cooperating more with those
towns’ police departments.

[ don’t have an argument with the sher-
iff; he's doing what he thinks is right. But 1
do have a question for commissioners: Do
they support this policy change or not?

The commissioners have been much
too passive on tisis issue, basically nod-
ding approval of the sheriff's plans, espe-
cially for things that supposedly won’t
cost the county money (such as the heli-
copters).

What the commissioners must know is
when they voted to accept the helicopters,
the county also accepted responsibility
and liability. It is hard to believe private
financing wiil be sutficient to maintain
this equipment ecven on a short-term
basis.

Perhaps the smaller cities could use a
helicopter and more backup officers, but
should the county pay for it or should
those cities contract for this added police
protection?

The commissioners owe it to county
residents, and to the sherifT, to fully study
ihissignificant shiftin policy. If they agree
it is desirable and/or necessary, then back
thesheriffall the way.

If, on the other hand, commirfsioncgf
think the sheriff is overstepping hi
bounds, it’stime to reel himin.

Bob Ray Sanders’ columnr - s
» poalc>




landed threeused Army =~ “‘i:” ;

keep or get rid of Sheriff Williams.
Twoyears ago, voters promoted
ayoungdetective from the streets

helicopters. He has two years to
decide whether to keep orget rid of , 7
them. loose ina candy

Wemadeakid»(‘;\1;({)‘,3{;‘“e iy

In 1996, if our helicdpters have 5
turned into foolish or expensive company. A TR Wi sl sk IO 2
toys, we can decide whether to So far, Williams has decided that ~ IRAAMMISINIFALS "

‘patrol carsand a trained,
“automatic weapon-equipped
SWAT team.

Heis totally right about urban
‘deputies needing special weapons
4nd SWAT training. Hemaybe |
right about Camarosand dogs,

though he has yet to proveit. (The
dogs are provided and fed with
gifts, not our tax money.)
« . Hewill need to prove thathe is
-right about helicopters.
- Inanabandoned hangarat the
old Carswell Air Force Base two
deputiesare tinkering with three
/hand-me-down Hughes OH-6A
.iCayuse whirlybirds, two airworthy
-and one for spare parts. Since the
Vietnam War, the 1960s-era
copters have only beendrivenon
‘Sundays by little old — uh, make
“thatby the Pennsylvania National
Guard.

“We’ve been way behind the
power curve on professional law
enforcement equipment for many,
many years,” said sheriff’s
spokesman Lt. G.M. “Copter”
Hendrix, 48, also the very proud
helicopter pilot.

“Fort Worth has two
helicopters. Why do we have to be
on the hot seat about this?”

Williams is on the hot seat for
several reasons. For one, our new/
used helicopters are conditionally
given for drug enforcement, not for
routine tasks like chases and
~ Hendrix says we need the old

birdsto “help usfight the war on

s
L
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oursheriffspatrol—a -
countywide police force and also
the only police for 36,650 residents (NWQMKENNEDY nliPagez)
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drugs.” The sheriffhas tw |
Butourdeputieshavenotwaged | prove that heis spen?ii!fga?u? }

much ofaground war. Lastyear, | money on tools, not toys.
tthey averaged one drugarrest per Then the voters can make an
week. impact on the sheriff.

That led County Commissioner
Bob Hampton of Hurst, in one of
five yea-or-nay votes over our
county taxes, to ask whether we
can afford deputies to rebuild and
fly helicopters on new anti-drug
missions. (The sheriffhas agreed to
round up $100,000 in gift money
to pay gas, upkeep and insurance.)

“I don’t want to wake upand
read that the sheriffhasa
helicopter department of 40
people, or 15,” Hampton said at
the commissioners’ meeting last
week.

Afterward, Hendrix muttered:
“‘He must be for the drug dealers.”

Hampton is not for the drug
dealers. Hampton is for the
taxpayers. Those are our
helicopters, not the sheriff’s. We
are the people who pay the bills,
and we must decide whether we
can afford vintage helicopters,
more drugenforcement and
possible liability claims.
~ But Williams deserves a chance
to prove that he can make our old
war birds pay off, tracing
shipments of killer crack cocaine
or busting up labs that cook
brain-frying methamphetamines.

“We’re going to find out what
kind of impact we can make on
crime,” Hendrix said.

Bud Kennedy’s column lmn“
Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdays and !
Saturdays, and Fridays in Star Time. |
Phone (817) 390-7538, fax 390-7789,

~ StarText ID 120087.
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stagedon thegroundsofthe
county’s Green Bay jail in north
‘ort Worth. G :
- “Wegot permission from the
Sheriff’s Department and the
! ‘ officer volunteered,” Bashur said.
i - Bashur said the scene was shot
Ifthat police officer in George alongside a parked patrol car, so no

1

o

i
o
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“W. Bush’s TV commercial looks public money was spent to move
familiar, thereisa reason. g the car. )
Heisa Tarrant County sheriff’s That may take care of the legal
deputy. / . questions. -
- Kneelinginfront of one of our But why would Williams let our
Tarrant County patrol cars. county patrol carand uniform

Andheis standing on our public become props in one party’s
Jail property — posing for a scene political campaign?

staged to promote Bush’s Tom Wilder, a former campaign
campaign for Texas governor. manager and frequent unofficial
Inthe TVaad,shotinwhat spokesman, said the sheriff will
appears to be grainy : issueastatemqlt today. :
“black-and-white news footage, an Wilder declined to comment

officer coversa child’s body wi.th a  further, adding, “w!,y don’tyou
shéet while Bush says, “Texas is call Judge Vandergriff? He’s a

i c campaign chairman.”
considered the third most | Vandergriffwas not so reluctant
dangerous state in the nation.” " :

A Bush spokesman identified | o comiiat

the officer yesterday as a volunteer
reserve sheriff’s deputy, actingina
scene approved by Tarrant County

“lamdismayed,” hesaid. "
“Ifithad been a clip from the

: Qlsobiab i [TV] news, that would be
i iy liams | Gifferent,” e said B fFous
could not be reached for comment. officers in effect posed fora |

The county personnel policy political campaign — I find tha}‘

reprehensible.”

- Many certified peace officers.
- volunteer their time to work as N

reserve deputies or police officers
" inTarrant County, the city of Fort
County Judge Tom Vandergriff, quth and other countyand cit?
alocal co-chairman of Bush’s  police agencies. ¢ L
campaign, saidhe hasnotseenthe  The commercial ends with Bysh
commercial. stakl‘l‘lghxs plqtforgn to wl,l,at he

But he called the use of the calls “one basic p eiple

g ; “Thatindividuals should be
county’s car and uniform as props responsible, and accountable. for
“reprehensible.” ' : i

reads, “Employees must not use
county equipment, vehicles,
uniforms or other property inany
way for political service.”

theiractions.” it
Bush spokesman Reggie Bashur R il . ik
; ) u ennedy’s column appears
said he does not know the deputy s‘ ‘Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdarr oy
name. Bashuraddeq thatasa " Saturdays, and Fridays in Stay Time.
reserve, the deputy isnot an Phone (817) 390-7538, fax 390-7739,
“employee” and that the deputy ‘StarText ID 120087, W

was off-duty when the scene was




Whoa,Stawhlegmd Thcmboheves,
according to an Aug. 4 editorial, that the sher-
iff has a desire to “depart from the sheriff’s

\
l

primary responsibilities: maintaining §
Jnﬂsandumnngwarranm mfmm

leeso
mpombmq Amz 18d‘t.h:¥§mleode: |
cmmnal Procedure states that “when a

prisoner is committed to jail . . . he shall be

placedili]allbytheShbnﬂ“’l*hsouﬂimsthe,

responsibility.
However, Article 2.17 clearly states that

"‘eachSheﬂﬂahallbeaconservatOrofﬂw‘

" peace in his county.” It goes on to state that
the sheriff “shall arrest all offenders against
state law, quell and suppress all assaults and
batteries, affrays, insurrections and unlawful
assemblies. He shall apprehend all offenders
and put them in jail until trial.”

The sheriff is the backup for all the cities.

'I'hedepartmentmrespmﬂleforlﬂﬂsqum




"THEY WERE ONLY FLOWN ON SUNDAYS;
AND, IF YOU'RE SHORT ON CASH—I'LL

TAKE SIX MACHINE GUNS AS A DOWN PAYMENT.




 Sheriff's  Department’s - acquisition last. |
.gglonth;tgltbteb : ol y National Guard |
. OH-6 helicopters does not warrant examina-
- tion by the regional Defense Department In- |
 spector General’s Office, the federal agent in |
: charge of that office said yesterday. “It does |
f " (Moreon SHERIFF on Page 7)
t+ TP

!

“hot raise any red flags,” Special
“Agent Dave Hall said of the ac-
“Quisition. '

~ The Fort Worth Star-Telegram
‘Ancorrectly reported Aug. 6 that the
Tnspector General’s Office is con-
‘ducting a nationwide investigation
©f the program that awards surplus
equipment to law enforcement

t

agencies and other institutions.

Hall said yesterday that there is
_nosuch investigation.

The Inspector General’s Office
has issued a national directive call- ;
ing for “aggressive investigative ef-
forts™ concerning the program, but |
the agency has not opened a formal ‘
criminal investigation, he said.

To carry out the directive vari-
ous field offices will conduct pre- |
liminary inquiries into large num-
bers of surplus equipment acquisi-

tions, looking for evidence of crim-

* inal wrongdoing, he said. L
Hall, who heads a Fort Worth
field office that covers the South- ‘
western United States, said last
week that Sheriff David Williams®
application for helicopters “will be |
one of many we are lookingat. . ..
‘We'renotsinglinghimout.”
He said yesterday: “I fully in-
tended that we wouldgetaroundto
looking at all of them. I've since
learned that there are too many.
thw\;dmis too big for us to do

g i«im.. Il S

Jipme :
- tions W 1l el 3‘ !n'.\“ l10ns
not just by hw;pnfomm\, eme \mn- -

* Universities can obtain items
‘under ME ygram, for example.

‘But he said he intends to focus on
law enforcement agencies in par-
ticular.

Hall said he is aware of past
abuses in the nationwide program.

! ed.”

e |
“In the past we've found prob-,
lems,” he said, “and we have no
reason to believe they have halt-‘

The acquisition of donated heli-
copters by the Sheriff's Depart-
‘ment has sparked a lively debate
over whether the department’s
chief priority should be maintain-
ing the jails, where most of its em-
ployees and resources are concen-
trated, or expanding its law en-
forcement capability. One county
commissioner has called the heli-

coptersabad idea.

Williams has defended the heli-
copters vigorously, saying the
county can only benefit if his de-
partment augments its crime-
fighting power. ‘

The Sheriff’'s Department se-
cured the helicopters through a
competitive application process
designed to reward agencies that
demonstrate drug-fighting capa-
bilities. .

L




t has been criticized recently for ad-

Yocating an increased law enforcement’

- capability.

. The questions raised by the Star-
Telegram were within the legitimate
realm of debate.
But the answers

to questions of DAVID )
“expanding the WILLIAMS
need and re- 4

sponsibilities of My main opponents
the office, with  _ wantedtobe
very little dis- i

cussion about s b "°°5°'
this major poli- ofthekeys.

cy shift” — in

the Aug. 7

words of columnist Bob Ray Sanders —
totally ignore the issues and results of the
last election for sheriff, as well as what the
law says about the sheriffs duties.

- During the 1992 election season, there
was a lively debate about the role of the

. in our urban county.*My main op-
ponents in the primary and general elec-
tions wanted to be only the “keeper of the
keys” for the jail. That contrasted sharply
with my contention that the Sheriff’s De-
partment was a countywide law enforce-
ment entity as well as the administrator
for the jail svstem. ,

Article 2.17 of the Texas Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure describes the sheriff as the
“conservator of the peace in his county
[who] shall arrest all offenders against the
laws of the State . . . quell and suppress all

| assaults and batteries, affrays and insur-
rections and unlawful assemblies . . . ap-
prehend and commit to jail all offenders.”

1 proposed a specific plan for increased
law enforcement that included aircraft pa-
trol, drug dog units, a Violent Repeat Of-
fender Program Enforcement unit —
which is on line and targets violent career
criminals for arrest — as well as a plan for
more efficient use of jail space. I began to
execute that plan after taking office in

1993, and I continue todo so.

Although I was the only candidate to
advq@tt a specific program to improve
the crime-fighting activities of the Sher-
iff’s Department, my main opponents
criticized my programs and vigorously

contested every one of them.

' My campaign ‘mailings laid out 1
‘plans, and news stories repeatedly con-

we Tarrant County Sheriff's Depart-
l trasted the views of the candidates. It is

i mailngs 1aid out my

inconceivable that the public was un-

“awareof the candidates’ positions.

As the candidate the people elected

from a field of seven in the Republican

primary and the winner in the general

election against a Democrat who outspent

me, should I then renege on my campaign
promises and drop the plan that the peo-
pleapparently preferred?

The public is sick and tired of political
promises not kept. Therefore, it is some-
what disconcerting that these programs
have been criticized as unneeded and per-
hapstoo costly. :

During the campaign, I pledged to raise
the money for these new initiatives from
private grants and through seizures of il-
legal drug money and forfeitures of assets,
which by law are to be used for law en-
forcement hardware. ‘

This has been the case with the helicop-
ters, which were obtained with the able
assistance of Rep. Pete Geren, D-Fort
Worth, and his staff from surplus military
equipment, and the drug dogs, which were
purchased with funds from a private foun-
dation. o

Both of these proven enhancements to
law enforcement will benefit our battle
with crime. The helicopters would be a
great help in disaster situations, such as
tornadoes, floods, lost children, train de-
railmentsand many other instances.

In addition, the Sheriff’s Department
would make available the helicopters,
drug dogs and tactical unit to suburban
cities on request. After all, these people
pay county taxes and deserve the benefit
from the economies of scale available

through the departmént as opposed to

- eachcity having its own units.

~ It should be noted that I have not ig-

nored the jail situation.

In the last election, I pledged to end the
practice of closing the jails, which the pre-
vious administration did when the pris-

oner population reached the design capac-

ity. it

\




326 mﬂhon trom the staie ‘thxs\rear as
-reimbursement for our housing the state’s
febn&mml beds are avallablc amhe peni-

tentiary.

After oﬁ‘scttmg tlns amonnt and other
gramsfrom thestateagnmstoursu mil-

lmnbma,wearednwntoabomasn
million cost to the local taxpayer. From.
that amount should be deducted other
revenue generated by the Sheriff's Depart-
ment mservicefebﬁ.ﬁﬁnnlmuntmg
will be made pu 1caﬁerthisﬁsuhm|s

oomp’letedin e
Asibrthetota‘lbudg&,wempwtobe
eommg in under budget &ﬂheﬁrst tlme

inthe department’s recent history.
I appeal to the residents of Tarrant

VCounty ‘who supported me through the

campaxgn and elected me to provide an
aggressive law enforcement capability:
Voice your continued applmml of what
has been started with such promise. The
Star-Telegram carried two stories last
week mprdmg«ﬁw publm oonwm that

cnme:mmamStheN?rl
mumtyandmtﬁe 2 ti f
~ If you, the people, want a stronger;
crime-fighting department that will aug-

ment your cities’ capabilities, please
speak out and help me answer the critics
who seem t(! tﬁiﬁlﬂhﬂﬂle shenff should

mpomuonistheanly duly ﬂectedeoun-
“tywide law enforcement officer to serve
“and protect all of the pe‘oﬁe of Tarrant
County. lremtinmﬁmmlhcbeuer
mentofomMOmty. et e




I have a question |
Letmeseeiflgot'thisright: The Star-
: /m wants a ban on civilian ownership
of semi-automatic militia rifles because the

police are outgunned, but it doesn’t want the

- Sheriff’s Department to have eight subma-
The editors question the deputies’ ability to
hand[e submachine guns but trusts t)t'he
deputles.to be able to protect residents who
are required to be unarmed in courthouses.
It may be news to the Star-Telegram, but
submachine guns are not as complicated to

J ‘operate as automobiles. Tens of millions of

American servicemen, including draftees,
havg learned to safely operate machine guns
during the last century; it’s absurd to believe
thatanydeputysheriﬂ'isunabletoleamto
operate a submachine gun safely.

If the Tarrant County commissioners don’t
want to spend the money on brand-new, state-

of-the-art submachine guns, the federal gov- .
] v

| ernment is currently d. i i 3
;do . y destroying millions or
bines and M-3 submachine guns that could be

given to civilian law enforcement officials.
Although there are legitimate reasons for the -

sheriff to prefer new submachine guns, crimi-
nals would be just as impressed with guns
th.at'helped to defeat the troops of the war
als of imperial Japan and Nazi Ger-

many.
EDWIN T. LEE

Fort Worth

A ta's

serviceable M-2 car-

‘Why the furor? T
~_ The recent criticism directed at Sheriff
‘David Williams regarding his efforts to

“fulfill his campaign promises for in-

‘creased law enforcement must raise seri-

_ious questions in the minds of Tarrant
" .County residents about the motivations
' behind suchattacks.

o
|
3

The July issue of Texas, Where We

rStaud, published by Texas Comptroller
.,John Sharp, reveals the following facts
. about the rankings of Texas vs. the 49

other states on crime statistics.
Texas ranks first in adults under state

., parole supervision; second in crime rate
- and in state inmates as a percent of adult
- population; third in burglary rate, murder
““rate, property crime rate and percentage
* of highway fatalities involving a drunken
- driver; fourth in motor vehicle theft rate;

‘sixth in larceny and theft rate; ninth in
‘robbery rate and incidence of rape; and

.. tenth in hard-core cocaine users.
-/ In addition, FBI statistics for 1991
.showed Fort Worth to have the worst

crime rate in Texas and the second-worst
in the entire United States, ranking worse
‘than such perceived highﬁime cities such
‘as New York, Detroit, Los Angeles and
Washington. Although this rate came
.down somewhat last year, our area still has
aserious problem. : :
Why, then, are the hounds baying about

- ' the sheriff’s attempts to use proven, effec-

“tive methods such as helicopter patrols,

' “drug dogs and more to combat the crime

wave swamping us? Wk ey
,, The public has repeatedly stated that it
. wants stronger law enforcement, with
,more patrols and visibility, and has voted
that way for some years, Why, then, the
_furor about Williams® intentions to do

what the people want? =

When the will of the people is clear, isn’t
it time to overlook the politically driven
critics who constantly carp about Wil-
liams’ crime-fighting policies?

: ; Tom Wilder
North Richland Hills
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By MAXB.BAKER

Fort Worth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — Tarrant
County Sheriff David Williams al-
lowed Republican gubernatorial
candidate George W. Bush’s cam-
paign to shoot footage of county
employees in a county jail for a
political advertisement in viola-

civil service rules and code of con-
duct.

Williams said he was unaware
that the use of county property,

employees and equipment in the

July 19 filming at the Belknap
Street Jail would violate depart-
ment policies.

Several deputies said in written
statements that they participated

tion of the Sheriﬂ’s_ Department’s

/|

FromPagel |
E
|

of the jail and of deputies leading a

v-¢amera crew member — who had

been issued a green inmate jump-
suit — to a cell, according to re-

.ports filed by several jailers after

the filming.

The footage is not used in a Bush
_ TV spot about his criminal justice
“policies.

“We made an error. We made an
error,” said Williams, a Republi-
can who has endorsed Bush in his
race against Democratic Gov. Ann
Richards. “I thought we were fol-
iowmg all the rules and
regulauons . ..I’'m the guy to cor-
rectit. I've talked to the Bush cam-
paign and in no future advertis-
ments will there be any footage
from the county jail.”

The Sheriff’s Department civil -

service rules state; “Tarrant Coun-

ty employees shall not be allowed '

to perform or be involved in politi-
cal services, campaigning or re-
lated activities during their normal

working hours or while directlyon
the payroll at the specifictimesuch |

other activities are being per-

formed. Employees must not use
county equipment, vehicles, uni-
forms or other property inany way
for. political service or involve- |
~ mentin ‘

political service.”

_ usual parking spot.

. paign, criticized using county em-
- ployees and equipment for politi-

#== A code of conduct in a new per- |
+ {Sonnel manual approved by Wil-

liams in June and distributed to
employees July 27 — eight days

i after the filming — also prohnblts

employces from engaging in polm-

4 calactivity.

Bush’s spokesman Reggie

Bashur said the campaign went

through the proper channels to se- |
cure the use of the jail as a back-
drop. He said everyone who was
fi d signed arelease voluntarily.
We secured the permission of

- tﬂe sheriff,” Bashur said. He said
4 the footage in the jail will not be

used in any future commercials.

" .. .Bush’s advertisement on his
1 {¢riminal justice policies does in-
i c'IuQe footage of an off-duty, uni-

: Quzd car. That footage, which
% Williams said he also authorized,
4 avasshot at the county’s Green Bay
o Jailin north Fort Worth.

Williams said he did not believe L
that using the off-duty reserve of-
ficer and a patrol car in an ad vio-
lated any county policies for these
reasons: because the reserve depu-
ty volunteered, because the deputy
is not covered by the same policies
as full-time employees and because
the car was not moved from its

County Judge Tom Vandergriff,
local co-chairman of Bush’s cam-

cal activities.

. staged situations for political pur-

- member posing as an inmate, she

SR S WW%‘\ » v‘,.’ ‘\.‘: O i S ‘ '"-4 B
N \ { m N _& i 2 \v %\'K. ~"\"‘\1 ‘ﬂ\ ) % " i

‘Tarrant County personnel, facilitiesfused for’Tﬁ“‘sfpot's

in some of the filming segments,
although one said he believed the
footage was being shot by a news .
crew rather than a political cam-

paign. Other deputies said they did
not know until after the filming
that it was political.

Pictures were taken of cell doors
being closed, of the catwalk areas

(More on BUSH on Page 20)

“I don’t believe county or pub-
licly owned property or personnel
should be utilized in political ad-
vertisements for me or for anyone
else,” Vandergriff said. “That is
unwise even ifitislegal.”

County Commissioner Bob
Hampton, a Republican, said that
using employees and equipment in

poses crosses the line of propriety.

“It is the height of something;
I’'m not sure what,” Hampton said.
“I've heard of dumb stunts, but
thisisabout thetop.”

Williams acknowledged that the
filming at the downtown jail in-
volved county equipment and full-
time, on-duty jailers.

Several of the jailers filed reports
afterward, which the Fort Worth
Star-Telegramobtained.

Although the deputies said they
' signed releases agreeing to be
filmed, some said they did not ini-
tially know the film crew’s affilia-
tion. One deputy said the “release
form to my recollection was very
general in nature and did not iden-
tify who they were filming for.”

Another deputy said that after |
she was videotaped putting hand-
cuffs and leg irons on a film crew

was told that they were filming a
commercial for Bush’s gubernato-
rial campaign.

e . v - S
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| “We had somecitizen informatio
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~ onMonday.

“Bush for governor; he and the sher-
iff are from the same Republican
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BY JACK DOUGLAS JR.
f Fort Worth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — Acting on a tip, fede
raided a south Fort Worth house Thu
seized 240 kilograms of cocaine estimated
worth $24 million in street sales, the Dru
ment Administration said. 2y
~ David Mattingley, DEA’s resident agent-
in Fort Worth, said Randel Cervantes, 24,
“into custody after the 528 pounds of co
recovered from a bedroom of a house in
block of Cameron Street. LR
Cervantes was charged yesterday with pos
of cocaine with the intent to distribute. He

 that led us to that house.”
" DEA'sresident agent-in-;argein' Fort W

before -*LI:.S.". Magistrate Alex ! ’
 dered Cervantes held without ¢

i
¥

»

¥

Ifconvicted of the charge, Cervantes could
 to $4 million in fines and a life
ASBREYOBoesile .

- —

Authorities were attempting to

~ determine how long the drug op-

~eration had been in existence.

Mattingley said the raid in-

~ cluded about a dozen agents with
~ the DEA task force, with assistance

- from Fort Worth police.
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Deputy says he Was pumshed

’ \\\‘

"7)/

e
w
[4

£
I/

‘‘‘‘‘

after stoppmg shem'

By Jacquielynn Floyd
For: Worth Bureau of The Dallas Mormung News

- FORT WORTH — A veteran Tar-
rant County sheriff's deputy filed a
grievance FPriday, claiming he was
unfairly punished after he stopped
Sheriff David Williams’ top aide for
speeding on Aug. 12,

Deputy Mark Hoop said that after
he pulled Chief Deputy Pat Howell
over for driving 49 mpk in a 30 mph
zone, Chief Howell refused to show
2is driver's license and drove off.

In 2 sworn affidavit, Deputy’
Hoop said that later the same day, 2

for speed g

patrol lieutenant ordered him 10
never stop Chief Howell's car again
and reassigned him to a beat on the
opposite side of the connty.

Chief Howell, who is Sheriff Wil-
liams’ second-incommand, did not
return calls about the incident Fri-
day. Sheriff Williams and his public
information officer also did not re-
turn calls.

Deputy Hoop's attorney, Leonard
Schilling, said his client is asking
that the sheriff investgate the inci-
dent and return him to his former
patrol beat in northern Tarrant

’s aid_,ej_}

Counry.

Mr. Schilling is president of the
Police Protective League of Texas, a
state association of law enforce-
ment officers.

“He was doing his job, which he
took an oath to the people of Tar-
rant County to do,” Mr. Schilling
said. “All he wanted to do was log
the information down that he did
make the traffic stop, and he's be-
ing harassed.”

According to his affidavit, Depu-
1y Hoop said he clocked Chief How-
ell's county-issued blue Chevrolet

just'a‘.fter noon An)g. 12 while he was

working radar dury along a county
road in far northwest Tarrant
County.

After pulling over, Chief Howell
asked, “Boy, can't you identify a
county unit?” and “What the hell
you stopping me for?” the affidavit
said.

“I then asked him if he was
above the law, to which he replied,
‘Yes, 1 think I am,’ " the statement
said.

Deputy Hoop said in the state-
ment that he then asked Chief How-

ell for his driver's license. Chief

Howell refused, got back in his car,
and told Deputy Hoop to “find some
real bad guys to chase” before driv-
ing away, the statement said.

The deputy, 2 nine-year depart-
ment veteran, said he was ordered
10 a patrol lieutenant’s office later
that day, where he was reprimand-
ed and ordered to obtain a supervi-
sor's approval before stopping other
county-owned vehicles in the fu-
rure. :

Lt. Ray Bell “added that my atu-
tude and judgment toward supervi-
sors better change or he would not

be hearing from me any more,” ac-
cording to the statemen:i *T feel I
have been retaliated against for do
ing my job and trying to treat every
one equally under the law.™ o

Lt Bell could not be reached for
comment Friday.

In 2 telephone mlerview day,
Deputy Hoop said he was folloying
routine procedure when he stopped
Chief Howell and asked for his li:
cense.

“I'd like to see him treated as any

other deputry, and make him see
he's not above the law,” he said.

>
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mi)e years, said in hls statement
tbat he did not at first recognize the
catasaeoumy-ownedvehwhmnl
_he saw the radio antenna and that
gﬁ e did moér mk?ownu wg_s men
» y ving un ulled off't d.
route to a mwtmzmwathwdzd, At gtha‘l lmge, ‘according to
nothmmmmm Hdoifs “affidavit, Howell - said:

ticket wasbeingissued. . - " “Boy, can’t you recognize a county

mwwm‘ﬂm unit?” and, “What the hellyou
) S sbhth ‘stop] ppingme for?”

18- Hoop’s statement said Howell

_ also said that h tt

wﬂﬁmw ‘t w‘m eatly for s;hlm' : € flﬁd no "Bh 0

him tocomment. However, hesaid ~ 1 the aﬂidawt, Hoop ﬂ!ld he

" he asked Bmes to look into the ,gked Howell if he was above the

incident. - ~ law and that Howell replied. Y
Howell was unavanable MICHR dabibannt i o
ment. . : ~ Howell would not show Hoop

Leona:dﬁchillins,-vﬂoop’s'm' his driver‘s lwense,r desfp’it.ea the

Sheriff’s Department will fully in-

vestigate the incident. T h

~ “It’s ajoke,” said Schilling, Whﬂ wgg, bac?cﬂﬁtolatt:: pa
also represents the Tarrant County where he was quizzed nnﬂ fepn

Deputy Sheriffs Association and :
'whonsmendantofthel’ohoe!’ro- mandedbyl.ilkay Bell, S0
 tective League of Texas. “The‘m-

vestigation malm?done.
Hoop wd ina ‘




toadmitthoormr. ' I
s time for you to stop criticizing Williams

0




of workers 7

B ;_ - BYBOBMAHLBURG

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Tarrant County Sheriff David
Williams clashed yesterday with
county commissioners over his re-
quest to hire hundreds of extra em-
ployees, a recent lawsuit and al-
leged security lapses at county
buildings.

A _./ﬁmf/ﬁx#ﬂ/ﬂ/f/é{f‘//%
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| whattver number of jail mf"

~ commissioners approve. But he
wamed that they will pay — one
way or another.

“If I don’t have enough banlers]

" to meet state standards, I'll have to

use overtime,” he said.

Williams has proposed hiring

243 more employees, including
208 more for the ]all Despite a
recent drop in prisoners and a
pledge by state officials to take
more inmates, Williams said the

County

From Page 27

jail count is certain to climb.
County Budget Director Debbie
Schneider recommended no new
sheriff's employees in her $141
million spending proposal for the
year that begins Oct. 1. And some
commissioners - yesterday - ques-
tioned the need for added staff.
The Sheriff’'s Department, the big-

gest department in county govern- - -

ment, employs more than one-
third of all county workers.
In a testy exchange with Com-

missioner Bob Hampton of Hurst,

the sheriff defended a plan to hire
several investigators to do back-
ground checks for new sheriff’s:

employees. Williams noted that he

must personally certify that sher-

iff’s officers have no criminal back- '

ground.

“I can’t have confidence and
faith in people unless I have some
control over the process,” Wil-
liams said.,

But Hampton"said that investi-
gators would duplicate current

“sheriff’s staff and that the county

£
i

personnel office is more qualified
todo testing and recruiting.

“I think we should impose some
expertise and knowledge about
federal labor standards into the
Sheriff’s Department,” Hampton
added. He blamed the sheriff’s
staff for two lawsuits in recent
years accusing the sheriff of il-
legally denying overtime pay to
employees. ,

‘Williams said, “Anyone can
read federal labor standards and

‘my people have the ability to

read.”
Hampton, a Repubhcan like
Williams, * shot back: “If they

could, we- wouldn’t have mon-

strous lawsuits over and over
again.” .
Williams also argued that sher-

'if’s employees have special cre-

dentials, adding, “There’s a greater
amount of knowledge required for

sheriff’s deputies than a city police
oi’ﬁcer because of the process serv-

ing.”
“County Judge Tom Vandergriff
also -expressed concern that the

- sheriff’s jail staffing may be “try-
ingto gear up for something farand

above ourneeds.”
Williams said the 18 percent ex-
pansion in staff is needed to keep

“the matter and “redouble our ef-

pace with growing prisoner popu-,/
lation and that 98 percent of the
added jobs are required by state
jail standards.

“The Sheriff’s Department has
been operated more efficiently in
the past year than any time in his-
tory,” Williams said in an inter-
view.

Commissioners also questioned
security at county buildings, say-
ing sheriff’'s officers routinely
allow some county workers to
avoid the metal detectors installed
after several fatal shootings in the
courthouse. -

“I have some real concerns,”
Commissioner Marti VanRaven-
swaay said. “I think we have a false
sense of security.” Commissioner
Dionne Bagsby echoed the con-
cern, saying some employees avoid
dctectors after going outside to
smoke.

Williams pledged to look into

forts.”

Commissioners took no final ac- |
tion on the requests yesterday. |
With $20 million in reserves, they
are hoping for a second straight
year with no tax hike, and Com-
missioner -J.D. Johnson has sug-
gested that taxes could be cut.
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Ed Max:

S

A booster
for law
and order

Shadow sheriff? Selfless
volunteer? He doesn’t quite fit
into either category. But he
doesn’t like crooks.

By MAX B. BAKER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
'FORT WORTH — Waiting to
talk privately with the Tarrant
County commissioners, Sheriff
David Williams
and two of his top
deputies pace like
inmates trapped
in one of their
1 jails. Hanging
‘| around with Wil-
liams and his
deputies is an
. older man with
: thick glasses, thin
Eng .3 y hair and
rumpled clothes. He isn’t wearinga
badge or a gun, but he counsels
+Williams and visits with the depu-
ties.
Meet Ed Max, a 66-year-old sal-
vage-yard owner, auto-parts dealer
and real estate investor who is so
involved in Tarrant County Sher-
ifPs Department operations that
he goes on patrol with the sheriff,
sits in on departmental budget
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ers foradditional jail beds and heli-

. copters.

A self-made multimillionaire
who never made it through high

. school, Max is subsidizing Wil-

“ liams’ fleet of crime-fighting heli-

copters, and his nonprofit founda-
tion bought and maintains the de-
partment’s $20,000 in drug-

‘sniffing dogs.

Max was deputized in January

£ 1993 and received badges, a bul-

letproof vest and a pistol-grip shot-

£ gun, but returned them when it was

Wt

discovered that the action was il-
legal.” He also returned a police
radio and office keys. He said he
never wore the badges, kept the

*i* shotgun in his car trunk and never
** performed the duties of a peace

officer when he rode with Williams

" orother deputies.

County Commissioner Bob

" Hampton called Max a “shadow

sheriff” On an organizational
chart passed around county gov-
ernment as a joke, Williams shared

““ top billing with Max.

Tarrant County Commissioner

“ J.D. Johnson compared Max with

a volunteer firefighter who comes
to the rescue, free of charge, when-

¢ everasked.

“I can only tell you good things
about Ed Max,” Johnson said. “He
has poured his heart, soul and
money into helping the county and”
Ifind it hard to knock that.”

Wise County Sheriff Phil Ryan,

" a former Texas Ranger who has

known Max for more than a

- decade, said: “Ed is unique people.
' If you start to categorize him with

other people in society, he won’t
fir.”

Max’s passion for law and order
goes back to the 1940s and 1950s,
when he said corruption in the Tar-
rant County Sheriff's Department
allowed illegal slot machines in
every beer joint and gambling

AL
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- “He also said he s tired of seeing

county government waste tax dol-
lars by being inefficient and not

running the operation like a busi-
ness. As a semiofficial quality con-
trol adviser to Williams, Max

keepsan eye on the bottom line.
“What's wrong with having ef-
ficient government?” Max asked.
“What’s wrong with putting in
input? When you tell people you

A

“I canonly tell you
good things about
Ed Max.

— J.D. Johnson

Tarrant county commissioner

can do this, this and this and save
taxpayers thousands of dollars, is
thatasin?”

But Max has been criticized for
his deep involvement in the Sher-
iffs Department, and Williams’
critics want to know who is run-
ning the department.

When the sheriff dismissed three
top deputies immediately after
taking office in January 1993, only
to reinstate them a few days later,
Max negotiated a contract with the
trio that prevented them from
suing Max. TN

“My theory was that Ed Max had |

taken over as personnel director
for the Sheriff’s Department,” said
Jim Lane, a Fort Worth lawyer
who represented one of the three

, deputies.
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don’tknow if that is

Wr

That

White House. But it is suspect.” -
In his nine years on the

{

- Commissioners Court, Hampton

said he has not seen a similar politi-
cian-contributor relationship.
“I certainly would not be com-
fortable with a contributor, a big
contributor, being my constant
companion,” Hampton said.

A buddy and adviser ;

J illiams said that way too |
much is being made of his
relationship with Max. The sheriff
said that Max is his “buddy” but
that Max is only one of a handful of {
people who give him advice, in-
cludingJohnson. I
“He’s definitely an extra-mile |
person,” Williams said. “The
things that he brings are the meth- |
ods and skills utilized in operating
a venture on a cost-efficient basis. |
I’ve had the benefit of his counsel.” |
Max defends his role as Wil-
liams’ partner and patron, saying|
that ““the things I've done I’ve been

-asked to do. I certainly didn’t im-|

pose myselfon no one.” He said all
heistryingtodo is save the taxpay-
ersmoney. |

“I guess I don’t understand. 1
ought to be able to spend my
money how I want. I paid taxes on
it and I ought to be able to do what
the hell I want to do with it,” he
said.

[

Max’s fingers are often covered
in grease from hours spent work-
ing in the shop alongside his em-
ployees. A wad of money, cinched
with a rubber band, is usually in
his shirt pocket.

When he gets mad, he waves
his arms and does an odd up-and-
down pacing dance that ends with
his face in that of his adversary.

His conversation is sprinkled |

with strong opinions, curse words

and sometimes racial slurs.
Beneath his rough exterior is a

cunning businessman, friends
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counter” who can keep inventory
inhishead. i
Max said the chain of Discount

Auto Parts Exchange stores he

started in 1985 has locations in
Fort Worth, Grand Prairie,
Houston, San Antonio and Waco
and will generate $6.5 million in
sales this year. Besides Discount
Auto, Max also owns a real-estate
investment firm with holdings
throughout the state. He still
owns an auto salvage yard in
Johnson County partly for what
Max called sentimental reasons.
Itis an empire that Max and his
wife, Catherine, command by ris-
ing at 4 a.m. every day. Ed is out

the door by 5 a.m. Catherine,
wearing clothes bought at the Sal-

vation Army thrift store, keeps .

the books at their home.

The only notable signs of
wealth are their home and Ed’s
Mercedes-Benz. The couple, who
do not like to borrow money, said
they paid cash for their 5,400-
square-foot, $450,000 home on
Eagle Mountain Lake,

Privately, they have also
shared their good fortune by
anonymously giving thousands
of dollars to charities such as the
Southwestern Exposition and
Livestock Show, the Salvation
Army and the United Methodist
Church’s home for children in
Waco, accordir- to officials of

' the charities, busliness associates
and friends. ‘

Catherine, who describes her-
self as “an extremist with ani-
mals,” also has singled out the
Humane Society of North Texas
as a favorite charity. The couple
donated and maintain the air-

conditioned van that the agency
uses, according to the humane so-'

| ciety.

‘“I domn’t have much
education. ... We came up in
pretty hard times. But there is no
substitute for: the education of
hard knocks,” said Ed Max.
“Where I don’t have an educa-

, tion, I’ve had to do by the sweat of
my brow. That’s all I've ever

(Moreon l_\’AX on Page11)

iv- said. One of hisbusinésspaftﬁ;fé i ot v

. .ern Pacific Railroad ix%

“son to the Maxes, and just about
~every Sunday, he shows up at
l’!héirhoméforrbréakfast.

¢ “They remind you of the Bev-
‘erly Hillbillies,” Ryan, 49, said
- with a chuckle. “To know them is
“tolove them.”

i that Max “la's nanstibonn - "describes himself as a surrogate

n 8
“'Father wasalawman

ax was born in south Fort

‘ Worth, where his father

~eked out a living first as an electri-

cian and a mechanic, then asa U.S.

marshal, and eventually as a Tar-

rant County deputy from 1947 to
1960 ;

During those years, Max got his

first taste of law enforcement and
 politics. He said he saw how loose
‘operations of the Sheriff’s
- Department allowed illegal gam-
 bling and that he often smelled li-
quor on the breath of top county
law enforcement officials. -

Max also knew how tough it was
to make a living as a deputy. And
when he dropped out of Paschal
High School at age 17 to marry
Catherine — who was two years
older and a nursing student — he
had to sell a shotgun to pay the

, justice of the peace.

First, Max worked forthe South-

} the tele-

graph office, living in Ennis and
Corsicana before returning to Fort
Worth to run a cut-rate liquor store
at East 15th and Calhoun streets.
-He opened for business onMay 13,
1949 — three days before the great
'Fort Worth flood, which| almost
wiped out hisbusiness. |
For about nine years, tha Maxes
watched their business grop until
they owned a small chain ofiquor
stores. The Maxes put all | f the
money they made back injo the
_stores. Max eventually sold put to
the current owners of Majestic Li-
‘quors.
In 1958, Max went to work for
ithe Good Luck Oil Co. and warked
‘there until 1963 when he b«J ght
his first salvage yard near ddwn-
town Dallas. Max said he didinot
know much about cars or the
-wrecking business, but he lad
- made up his mind never to e pdor
tagain. And he invested i1 other
'businesses and profitable 1 :al ¢s-

|
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- Maxes, who were then livin
Boyd. Ryan said he was calle
‘investigate threats agair d (|
Max’s life. Max had helped severg!
federal and state investigatiofs)
into auto theft rings. 1
During those years, they becang |
so close that Ryan eventually b¢
came a business partner with Ma}
and his wife. His 20 percent inte
est in some of the Discount Autg
Exchange stores has made his lif¢|
much easier, Ryan said.

Family tragedy

yan also discovered that the

most painful part of their life
is the drug addictions and convic-
tions of their own sons.

Although not proud of what has
happened, the Maxes do not hide
the troubles and heartache that |
their family has endured. Their
older son, William, is 43 and in a
Texas prison on a parole violation. |
Gary, 41, lives at home.

Ryan said that after he was elect-
ed Wise County sheriffin 1992, he
arrived at work one day and found
Max’s younger son in his jail on a
cocaine charge. Ed Max had driven |
to Decatur from his home at Eagle |
Mountain Lake to pick up his
grandson, who was with his father
atthetime of the arrest. |

But Max never called Ryan, his
partner, the sheriff.

“I’'ve never made a bond for

“iem,” Max said. “If they get in

ere, they can get out. You don’t

practice one thing and preach an-
other.” T

Described as loving pa
Maxes said the illegal

pected to receive a porticn of their

Sitting near portraits of her sons
when they were younger men, full

; Ik, o, th" i ‘N our‘ ™ I " ]
‘were going to be in it. We’ve had to
g0 to outsiders [as business part-
ners] to run our business because
of drugs. . .. Ed has no relation-
ship with his children. I don’t ei-
ther. oY

»

Max’s role at the Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department is
unusual for a major campaign
contributor, political analysts
said. Most contributors give their
money and never get involved in
day-to-day office operations.

In 1992, Max and his family
provided Williams with 46 per-
cent of his $120,000 campaign
financing. His other large con-
tributors included the late Eddie
Chiles, who donated $6,000;
Rep. Joe Barton, R-Ennis,
$2,000; and the Bass family’s
Good Government political ac-
tion committee, $3,500.

“Some people collect baseball
cards. Some people collect
stamps. But Ed Max collects
down-ballot politicians. . .,” said
Bryan Eppstein, a Fort Worth po-
litical consultant. “It is an expen-
sive hobby.”

Reluctant to talk

everal elected county officials
were reluctant to say too much

about Max, They were conc;med
about his willingness to pump so
much money into a single cam-
paign. In the last week of Williams’
campaign, he lent him $10,000.

But a close friend of the family
the_ Rev. Don Pike of the First’
ll}ng::ed Methodist Church in Ar-
Ington, said Max is misunder-
stood becguse he so adamantly
supports his causes with his time
and his money.

s

land Hills 20 years ago. ‘
person of strong principles. .. ..
he believes something is right,

sticks with it.” iy

Commissioner Marti Van-

Ravenswaay said Max is someone

who believes so strongly in Wil-
liams and his causes that he is will-
ing to “risk the ire of some mem-
bers of the community and county
government.”

Steve Hollern, chairman of the
Tarrant County Republican Party,
said that despite all of Max’s
money, he does not consider him
to be a power broker. That would
imply that Max is looking to gain
personally. : o

“He just thinks that crooks

ought to be caught and punished,”
Hollern said. “He is like the old-
time Texan who focuses on what

doesit.”

needs to be done and goes out and
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murders

“The Arlington attorney’s ‘

‘éxecution, only 18 months after
his conviction, sets a record in

‘modern Texas history.
P,
. ByJOHNGONZALEZ

<44 Fort Worth Star-Telegram Austin Bureau

“*HUNTSVILLE — George Dou-
glas Lott, whose shooting spree in

‘the Tarrant County Courthouse

Killed two fellow attorneys and

wounded three others, was ex-

‘&cuted early today after he refused

Toappeal hisconviction.

2. Lott, 47, of Arlington, was de-

‘tlared dead from injectionat 12:19.
“a.m. He was put to death for the

iSlayings of attorneys Chris Mar-

i$hall and John Edwards in a July

11992 handgun attack. Also wound- .
‘éd in the courtroom of the 2nd

“Eburt of Appeals were two judges

“afid a third attorney.

Z5:Asked by prison officials if he
% any final comment, Lott said, .

| sk ot would kill him.
- But the anger is “all gone,” Ash-

 lierstatements that he forgives the |

b

| n hopes
AIs lorgiveness
helped Lott

** BYCHRISTOPHER EVANS

¥4 Fort Worth Star-Telegram

#wFORT WORTH — When he
‘Fiears the name George Lott, Dis-
trict Judge Clyde Ashworth says he j
"§%es the face of the man who, hav-
“tig already shot him once, bent
~@er to tell Ashworth that the next

worth said yesterday as Lott await-
£d 2xecution in Huntsville,
. £nd Ashworth, 71, repeated ear- |
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want to comment any more than
that,” said Hill's wife, Lynda,
reached by phone at the couple’s
Fort Worth home. o
Assistant - District  Attorney
Steve Conder, whose chest was
| grazed by a bullet from Lott’s pis-
' tol, said that he believes Lott’s ex-
ecution “is justified, and I feel he
has had every opportunity of ap-
peal and hasn’t taken those op-
portunities.

“I don’t believe it’s altered my
life a great deal,” said Condor, 30,
who is still a prosecutor. | don’t
have flashbacks or anything like
that because 1 was just grazed
across the lower chest, which was
nothing compared to what hap-
pened to the judges and the other
lawyers . . . 1do have a scar, a small

mait who limited his mobility if
«mothis independence. “That still is ,
-miy ‘eeling, but perhaps at first I |
“did ifor selfish reasons,” the judge
-said. ‘You’re hurting no one but

‘yourself carrying around hatred
‘and recrimination.”

. Ashworth said that after “having
some time to think about it,” he
hopes that his forgiveness in some
‘way helped Lott “recover from
‘what he did.”

. “I think I'm sincere when I say

ithat,” Ashworth said.

;. The families of Chris Marshall
tand John Edwards, the men who
idied in the July 1, 1992, shooting
ispree by Lott at the Tarrant Coun-
ity Courthouse, declined to com-
iment yesterday on the gunman.

. .David Stanton, stepson of Mar-
:shall, who was an assistant district
.attorney, said neither he nor his
mother, Betty Marshall, will dis-
Jcuss the execution.

+ Cecil Edwards Jr., brother of
slain Dallas attorney John Ed-
wards, said his family has made a
‘pdct to not comment on the execu-
tion.

¢ “I don’t have any comment to
‘make,” he said.

. John Hill, chief justice of the 2nd
Céurt of Appeals, was out of town
and could not be reached for com-
mént yesterday. Hill was shot once
i 'the lower shoulder by Lott and

scar, but it’s practically gone.”
Not so Ashworth, who main-

| tains a frenetic schedule despite
paralysis to his chest and legs that'
“affectseverythingldo.”

Ashworth said the first bullet
“hit my right buttock, hit my sci-
atic nerve and went out.” The sec-

| ond, fired after Lott told Ashworth

| that he planned to kill him, “went

| in my lower left back, through my
pelvis and sacrum and ended up in
my mid-chest,” the judge said.

“I try to present a picture of
strength and health, which is what |
believe people in my profession
should try to do,” Ashworth said.
*“I wear a brace on the right lower
leg. I wear a corset-type thing on
my chest. I have to sit down to take
ashower. I did have a cane but I've
givenup usingit.”

Ashworth said he knows now
that Lott “wasn’t really out to get
me.

“l do know that George Lott
didn’t have anything personal
against Clyde Ashworth,” the
judge said. ‘I was a symbol, that’s
all.

“I personally will receive no sat-
isfaction or relief by the carrying
out of Mr. Lott’s death,” Ashworth
said. “I feel it was a waste, not just
in terms of what he did to me and
to all these families [of victims],
but in terms of [Lott], who had

A S A A SRl AN SN AT AN
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4 hospitalized tor several days. ¢

2, 11 . “AllI could say is that the whole
’/thing is just a tragedy, I wouldn’t
I

MERRET

B Fort Worth Star-Telegram File ~ _2&x ; itied

VR A physical and mental abllmes‘ e

George Lott, left, is escorted by could have used for good, but just
Kurt wasted.”

Fort . ‘
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Lott

quurs after the attack, which he
sgld was prompted by bitter di-
-yqree and child-custody proceed-
. The court that Lott attacked
had upheld a lower court ruling
that awarded custody of Lott’s son
10 his ex-wife.
ziLott’s chances for a reprieve
faded yesterday when the Texas
®ourt of Criminal Appeals refused
to force him into a new round of
gompetency examinations. In
April, the same court upheld his
I§93 conviction.

-, Lott spent part of yesterday vis-
mpg with his mother, Nancy Lott,
his sister, Pam Lott, and a minis-
;cr said Texas Department of
Criminal Justice spokesman
Dawd Nunnelee. His last meal
cop sisted of an egg, French toast,
g sage and baked sweet potato,

nelee said.

tt’s interval from conviction
to execution was the most rapid in
modern Texas history. He has
spent just 18 months on Death
Row when eight and a half years is
the typical wait. In 1986, a prisoner
was executed after waiting 2.1
years on Texas’ Death Row, said
€Harles Brown, spokesman for the
Texas Department of Criminal
Justice.

,Rlchard Dieter, executive direc-
to; of the Death Penalty Informa-
tlon Center in Washington, said

Wo years is the average time to
execution for Death Row inmates
who will not appeal their
getitences.

““Lott became the fourth Tarrant
sunty inmate to be put to death

From Page 1 ~

since 1982, and the first since
1985, when Henry Martinez Por-'

executed.

Webb, a Dallas attorney

who represents Lott’s ex-wife,
rgo Z. Best of Peoria, Ill., said

that Lott’s punishment was justi-

: “ltjuamstqmen‘u thu yer, Mm
guy'soutoftheway.” - | court had al y u

Lott
before WND&MI@ Sharen Wil-
son and declined o challenge his |
death warrant. He could have halt-
ed his execution yesterday by filing
his first federal appeal. Lott, a
graduate of Southern Methodist
University and the University of
Texas School of Law, practiced
from 1981 to 1988, when he went
on inactive status, according to the
State Bar of Texas.

In not filing an appeal, Lott by-
passed several courts that could
have considered his case, including
the U.S. district court, the Fifth
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals and
the U.S. Supreme Court, said Ed-
ward Wilkinson, a Tarrant County
assistant district attorney who
helped handle Lott’s case at the
appellate level.

He said Lott was transferred yes-
terday afternoon from Death Row
to the Walls Unit at Huntsville, site
of the death chamber. His death
sentence stated he was to be ex-
ecuted “on or before sunrise”
today.

Not counting Lott, there have
been 80 Texas executions since the
death penalty was reinstated in
1976 and almost all have been con-|

. ducted shortly after midnight.

As Lott’s final appointment ap-
proached, death-penalty op-
ponents said there was nothing
they could do to stop the proceed-
ings, given Lott’s refusal to appeal.

“Thus far he has essentially re-
fused to participate in the system.,
There is obviously no doubt about
Lott’s guilt, but I think the courts
and our legal system have a very
vested interest in determining his
competency,” said Texas Re-

source Center spokesman Steve .

Hall, whose group helps Death
Row inmates find appellate law-
yers.

The court, in a one-page order
yesterday, turned down the inter-
vention efforts of the Texas Crimi-
nal Defense Lawyers Association.
The group asked the court to halt
the execution so that Lott’s compe-
tency dould undergo “a.meaning-
ful determination.” '

But ‘-l'mm County prosecnton
Lott was competent
> 10 be his own law-|

- "j »
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Lott had no hi;tory of profes-
sional disciplinary action at the
state bar, but friends and associ-
ates said he became obsessed with
the belief that corruption perme-
ated the judicial and legal profes-
sions. He claimed the judge who
ruled against his child-custody
claim was corrupt, and confessed
that he then took out his rage on the

‘appellate court, which ruled
‘against him on Jan. 3, 1992, six

months before the shootings.
Questions about Lott's mental
state figured in all his court pro-
ceedings. The defense lawyers’ pe-
tition, citing news-accounts and
testimony from Lott’s trial, said
Lott’s demeanor suggested he was
mentally incompetent to present a
complex legal defense. The group
asserted that Lott uttered ir-
revelant and sometimes obscene
comments during his Amarillo
trial, made bizarre sexual refer-
ences to his prosecutors and put on
an inadequate 1 5-minute defense.
Even so, the trial and appellate
courts said Lott was well enough to

stand trial and to represent him-
ocalf

Hall sand Lott never acknowl-
edged the resource center’s offer to
find him an appellatelawyer.

“That’s a very trtmbhﬁg‘aspect ‘

of this case,” Hall said.

“I don’t know of any other capi-
tal murder case in which the indi-
vidual accused of the crime has
represented himself at both the
trial and the direct appeal. And the
nature of this case begs for a very
high degree of the appearance of
justice, as well as justice,” Hall
said.

Shortly befori 10 ‘a.m on
‘Wednesday, July 1, 1992, Lott
‘walked into the fqunh—ﬂoor court-
room of the 2nd Court of Appeals,

produced a 9 mm pistol, randomly
shot four of the dozen people in the
room and pursued the fleeing Ed-
wards intoa stairwell.

Slain were Marshall, 41, and Ed-
wards, 33. Wounded were Judges
John Hill and Clyde Ashworth,
along with Assistant Dlstnct At-
torney Steve Condgr
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Ex-mterlm Tarrant she

quits after being reassigned

BY MIKE MENICHINI
AND MAX B BAKER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram y

FORT WORTH — Capt. Jim
Minter, who served as interim Tar-
rant County sheriff for nearly a
year in 1992, has resigned, ending
atempestuous year of employment

with Sheriff David Williams.

“I can no longer work for a man
whose word I cannot trust,” Mint-
er said in his letter of resignation
delivered to Williams on Monday.

In an interview yesterday, Mint-
er said he has not ruled out the
possibility of running against Wil-
liams in the 1996 Republican pri-
mary.

“I am moving in that direction,
but I’'m not ready to announce,”
the 24-year department veteran

. said.

His last day with the department

will be Oct. 2.

Williams, who was elected in
1992 and took over from Minter,
said: “I’m sure he’s got some bitter-
ness about that. In any transition
in public life, there are going to be
people from the outgoing adminis-
tration who don’t share the same
goals as the incoming adminis-
tration. He could not accept me
from the beginning.”

Minter was finishing the unex-
pired term of Sheriff Don Carpen-
ter when Williams was elected to
head the 1,300-member depart-
ment.

“In 1992, the voters said to me
that they wanted me to provide
stronger law enforcement,” Wil-
liams said. “However, this em-
ployee seems to believe that the
sheriffisjust a glorifiedjailer.”

In his letter of res1gnat10n Mint-
er said “the main directive of the
sheriff’s office is the orderly and
safe confinement of prisoners.”

Within minutes of his swearing-
in Jan. 1, 1993, Williams fired
Minter and two other top deputies.
Eleven days later, after threatening
a lawsuit, they were rehired at
lower positions and salaries. Mint-
er was named captain in charge of
training.

Both sides signed an agreement
that specified the type of work the
men would do.

In February, Williams reas-
signed Minter to oversee booking
and release. Minter successfully
appealed the reassignment, saying
the required weekend and night
work would interfere with him at-
tending law school.

Then, in June, he was reassigned
to the low-risk Cold Springs jail

facility and ordered to start July 1.

Minter again appealed but the ap-
Il s

peal was denied. I

He hasbeen on vacation andsick
leave sinceatleastJune27. 1

Minter said yesterday that he
considers the reassignment a
breach of a “written contract of
employment” and “political retali-
ation.”

“I still contend that our agree-
ment was to leave me in a captain’s
position in training,” Minter said.

Williams said he believes that
Minter is giving the agreement too
much strength.

“I never viewed that as a, 1€on-
tract, although I did see it as Byie-
gally and mutually agreed-to serle
ment,” Williams said. :

Williams said Minter was reas-
signed because the training divi-
sion — consisting of two instric-
tors, a sergeant and a lieutenanti—
did not need a captain in charge:

“It’s way too top-heavy,” Wi
liamssaid.

"
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FonWonhSm—Telegmn :

FORT WORTH — A Tarrant
County deputy who says he was
unfairly disciplined after stopping
one of Sheriff David Williams’ top
aides for speeding has quit over the
handling of the incident.

Deputy Mark Hoop’s resigna-
tion comes at the same time that
the mtcrﬂ'aﬂaxrs division says he
improperly stopped Chief Deputy
Pat Howell on Aug. 12 for driving

Deputy

From Page 11

force for nine years.

“After long and careful consid-
eration, I -have come to the deci-
sion that I can no longer work for a
Law Enforcement agency that con-
dones (lhrough macuon) criminal
actmty, Hoop says in his letter of
resignation, which was submitted
Fnday He describes his working
environment since the incident as
“hostile, at best.”

Wllllams defended his de-
partment’s handling of the matter.
He said yesterday that Hoop
should not have stopped Howell’
but that the deputy’s reassignment
was unrelated.

.“He was moved to a different
work assignment, and that is not
something that is uncommon, and
I reserve the right to move staff” to
operate the department more ef-
ficiently, Williams said.

Hoop filed a grievance with the
:g:nmt alf;er the Aug. 12 inci-

saying he was reprimanded
and unfairly transferred
i Awordmg to a mrn affi davit
Hoop, the did n

g AWW

ity sheritique |
ding StOp§

49 mphin a 30-mph zone. '
Capt. Pat Byrnes, who heads the
department’s professional stand-
ards division, has repeatedly dis-
puted Hoop’s assertions that he
was disciplined. Although the dep-
uty was reassigned afterward toan-
other sector of the county, it was a
routine administrative decision,
officials have said.
Hoop, whose resignation takes
effect Monday, has been on the
(Moreon DEPUTY on Page15) | -

Hoop says that he realized the
sedan was a county vehicle when
he saw the radio antenna but that
he did not know it was Howell
driving until he pulled over. How-
ell was not using the siren or emer-
gency lights, according to Hoop.

In Hoop’s statement, Howell is
quoted as saying that the deputy
had no right to stop him. In the
affidavit, Hoop says that he asked'
Howell if he was above the lawand
that Howell replied, “Yes, I think I
am.”

Howell also declined to show
Hoop his driver’s license, although
state law requires that he do so, the
deputy said. Hoop did not issue
Howell a ticket.

Two hours after the traffic stop,
Hoop said, his supervisor repri-
manded him about it. Hoop also

said another supervisor told him
never to stop Howell again.

Byrnes said that Hoop tried to
handle the traffic stop as if it in-
volved a private citizen ina private
car.

“Chief Howell is not above the
law, but when he is responding to a
call in an authorized emergency
vehicle, attempting to meet with a

4 cometothe dccmon IM
I can no longer work for
a Law Enforcement
agency that condones
(through inaction)

criminal activity.”

— Deputy Mark Hoop
letter of resignation

confidential informant at a spe-
cific and necessary time, he is ex-
empt from the speed law,” Byrnes
saysinanewsrelease.

Because Hoop recognized How-
ell and no ticket was issued, Howell
did not have to produce his license,
Byrnesadded.

But attorney Leonard Schilling,
who represents Hoop and other
members of the Tarrant County
Deputy Sheriffs Association, said
Howell’s unmarked patrol car is
not the type of emergency vehicle |
normally permitted to exceed the |
speed limit. He also said that there |
was no mention of an emergency at
the time.

Schilling has asked Tarrant
County District Attorney Tim
Curry to seek an independent re-
view of the incident. Curry said
yesterday that he has reviewed By-
mes’ internal investigation and
considers that to be adequate.

When the incident occurred, the
Sheriff’s Department did not have
a policy on responding to calls
without emergency lights or sirens
on.

According to Fort Worth Police
Department policies, only marked
police units with their emergency
lights and sirens on can exceed the
speed limit. And the police dis-
patcher must be notified.
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LeTTeRs TO THE EDITOR

We’re losmgsdeputi& ™
I read “Tarrant deputy sheriff resigns,” in
your Oct. 18 edition. How many more g
deputies must leave the Sheriff’s Departme:
before someone realizes what is goin,
down there? But, then, it has been g
forsomanyyearsthatpeoplejust i

we deserve what we will get. Wi r
standuptodaymdbecpuntedin:hﬂﬂ#!‘o%

e MARGUERITE D. UTLEY




,,BY GRACIE BONDS STAPLES
; Fort Worth Star-Telegram

«FORT WORTH — For almost
hours each week, the Rev.
% Liémarian Wallace Jr. trades his
q % pastoral duties at his small south-
east Fort Worth church to counsel
and teach the Bible to those behind

4 the bars of the Tarrant County Jail.

It is not unusual for him to see as
£ many as 25 men. Some are de-
5 pressed about conditions that led
; to their imprisonment; some are
{ angry over the way they perceive
u they are being mistreated by the
system All, Wallace said, are prob-
lems that he feels equipped to han-
dle.

But it can be awkward when he
tries to talk to female inmates.
Their concerns are often different
from those of men, and they might
even ask if a woman were avail-
able, said the pastor of Greater St.

Paul Baptist Church.

allace and other ministers said
male chaplain, preferably an
ican-American, is badly needed
the jail.

~“They worry about such things
. as child care, and, sometimes preg-
nant, whether they’ll still be con-

Wallace said. “The female popula-

§
3 fined when their babies are born,™:
{

tion is growing, and their needs
and concerns, men aren’t always as
sensitiveto.”

And so, tomorrow, when the
Fort Worth Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance and the Bap-
tist Ministers Union come to-'

. gether again to raise funds for Wal-

lace’s salary, the groups will also

“try to raise enough money to pay

for a female chaplain at the jail.

Although the two groups, along
with the Tarrant Area Community
of Churches, have financed Wal-
lace’s jail ministry for the past
seven years, this is the first time
they will hold a joint fund-raiser,
said the Rev. Robert L. Swain Sr.,
president of the alliance and pastor
of the Wayside Christ Holy Sancti-
fied Church.

Up to 1,000 people are expected

‘to attend tomorrow’s fund-raiser,

which is set for 6:30 p.m. in the
Roundup Inn at Will Rogers Me-
morial Center, Swain said. Tickets
cost $30 each. A female chaplain
has not been selected, but several
women have applied, and a woman
is expected to be named next week,
Swain said.

“Women feel more confortable
confiding in another woman,” said
Henry Smith, executive director of

the Tarrant Area Community of
Churches. “And many times
women who are in situations where
they need counseling, need sup-
port and need advice, they are
more receptive to someone who
can speak to them more bluntly
without having to worry about gen-

- der problems or other barriers that

might be there.”

Of the 732 female inmates, 310
are African-American, said Hugh
Atwell, the director of chaplaincy
for the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Department.

“It would be so much better if we
did have an African-American fe-
male, not only because of the gen-
der issues, but also because of the
various ethnic issues that arise,”
Atwell said.

- There are five paid chaplams at
the county jail, Atwell said. All of
them are male, and only one, Wal-
lace, is African-American. Except
for Atwell, all of their salaries are
paid by religious organizations.
Atwell, an unpaid volunteer until
about 20 months ago, declined to

'say how much the part-time chap-

lains are paid.

Said Smith: “I don’t know if any-
one familiar with jail ministry
would question the need for more
femalejail chaplains.”




Commissioners hug budget

as sheriff widens office’s role

BY MAXB. BAKER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — Sheriff
David Williams promised voters
two years ago that he would be
more than “keeper of the keys” at
the Tarrant County Jail.
Two helicopters, two drug dogs
and a tactical team later, his rein-
vention of his department into a

comprehensive, countywide,
crime-fighting force is well under
way.

But Williams® stated intentions
to become the county’s top cop,
and his attempts to get the money
to pay for it, are colliding with
some Tarrant County commis-
sioners’ concerns about cost.

On -Tuesday, two months after

approving a $46.9 million annual
budget for Williams, the commis-
sioners will take the highly unusual
step of revisiting how the sheriff
runs his department. During that
review, commissioners may ques-
tion whether the county can afford
a Sheriff's Department that goes
beyond the care of inmates.
(Moreon REVIEW on Page 35)

inclndingairsuneillanceanddrng—s

During his two years in office,
liams has added several crime-

Fort Worth Star-Telegram / PAUL MOSELEY -
Ta!'nnt County Sheriff David Wil-
fighting capabilities to his department,
niffing dogs.

sl
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“Review
,.T)‘.G 10 From Page 33

I % ylg
25 esWilliams agreed to the review,
g that he does not want to
. O“Burden the taxpayers any more.
*- 'thanisnecessary.” |
lliw flsthink they are asking legiti-
seudDate. questions that are in the-
smAealm of public debate,” Williams
nnpsaid; of the commissioners. “It’s
20 1ipartof the checks-and-balance sys-
sol§Bio
-aoiiskhe sheriff can expect tough
.- scrutiny of his plans, notably from
~_Commissioner Bob Hampton, his
15" most vocal critic on the county’s
16" ggvérning body.
noLRHWhen a person makes a state-
""ﬂﬂnfé‘i’l,,during a campaign and they
"o tgegélected, I personally don’t think
-D54hat is a mandate for the whole
-Z- county to be turned upside down,”
sssHampton said. “It’s still the re-
4:8pensibility of the commission to
isontrol costs.”
1ovo What has caused the most stir
25 @MONg Williams’ critics is his de-
.-votion to a long-standing provi-
.sion of the Texas Code of Criminal
“A?Procedures that describes the sher-
“"§f¥as'the “conservator of the peace

"% His county” who shall “ap-
,l-"ﬁ *hend and commit to jail all of- |
b0 feidets,” |

' Traditionally, the Tarrant
~County Sheriff’s Department and
f its urban counterparts run
4 the county jail but are not as in-
7 volved in investigating or fighting
crime as are the local municipal
police- departments. As an ex-
ample, the Dallas County sheriff’s
primary job is to provide jail and

courtroom security services.

Fort Worth Star-Telegram / PAUL MOSELEY

In an unusual review Tuesday,
Tarrant commissioners will take:
a second look at how Sheriff
David Williams’ department is
run.

for using aircraft patrols, drug dog
units and tactical teams to ferret
out repeat violent offenders. Wil-
liams said he could do it at no ad-
ditional cost to the taxpayers —
and so far, apparently, he has.

“I am the one the people elected
from a specific platform, and that
is what I am doing,” Williams said.
“I believe that’s clear. I think the
law clearly supports what the sher-
iffis responsible for.”

As part of his missioi to expand
operations, Williams accepted free
surplus military helicopters this
year from the federal government.
He did not consult with commis-

sioners beforehand, even though
the aircraft are expec.ed to cost
$130,000 a year to operate and
maintain. . :

He has also crea.cd a tactical
weapons team with up ‘v 18 mem-

bers to handle courtroom hostage

crises, quell riots 1n jail facilities,
serve warrants in dangerous situa-
tions and support police depart-
ments.

Williams said !:e plans to pay for
the helicopter p: ogram and for the
tactical team’s machine guns with
drug-forfeiturc m-ney. In fiscal

1994, the county took in $86,952

from that source, according to
county budget records.

'Ed Max, Williams’ chief cam-
paign contributor, has also pledged
money to support the helicopter
program, and Max underwrites the
drug-sniffing canine units. He paid
about $20,000 to purchase and
train the dogs and is paying their
food and veterinary bills. He has
said he will continue to do so even
if Williams is no longer sheriff.

During his campaign, Williams_

also vowed never to shut the jail’s
doors. Former Sheriff Don Car-
penter’s administration had done
so in 1988, 1989 and 1991, when
the state’s prisons refused to accept
any more inmates from the county
jail because of overcrowding.

But when Williams ran for sher-

iff in 1992, he had a specific plan |

-



To make good on his promise,

Williams said, he expects to have

added 1,700 beds to the county jail

system by January. One thousand
ofthose are already in use.
The sheriff said that with the ad-

dition of 36 jailers authorized in'

the new budget, the jail is now
complying with state standards on
staffing ratios for the first time in
more than a decade.

The county jail in recent weeks
has held 4,300 to 4,500 inmates,
about half of whom are awaiting a
transfer to prison. In the past, as
many as 80 percent of the jail’s
inmates were awaiting transfers.

Williams has also reorganized
his 1,350-employee department,
1,100 of whom are assigned to the
confinement division, to provide
what he considers proper supervi-
sion and manpower 24 hoursa day.

Previously, top management
worked 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays,
he said.

Even with the changes, cost-
saving programs implemented by
Williams allowed the department
to come in about $300,000 under
budget last year, Chief Deputy
Hank Pope said.

Commissioners Marti Van-
Ravenswaay and J.D. Johnson

praise Williams for reallocating his

work force and bringing order to a

Carpenter, once decided a promo-
tion with the flip of a coin.

But VanRavenswaay remains
cautious about the sheriff’s plans.

“I'm willing to be open-minded
and listen,” she said. “He does
have a vision, and we need to see if
we can afford to go in the same
direction.”

That sentiment is what led com-
missioners in September to adopt
what basically was a 90-day budget
for the Sheriff’s Department.

At the time, Williams had asked
for 200 new employees, many of
them jailers. Commissioners
balked, saying that they needed
better projections of how prison
overcrowding and changes in the
state penal code would affect the
jail’s population. They authorized
36 new employees instead.

The changes, which took effect

in September, were adopted to

help manage the size of the state
prison population and make more
room for violent offenders. County

‘prosecutors said the new penal

code will result in criminals serv-
ing more time in county jails.

At Hampton’s suggestion, the
commission also changed two of
the sheriff’s recruiters into person-
nel clerks who report directly to the
commission. Hampton said this

ple hired as jailers are actually
working as such because Williams

assigns all new to ‘the
confinement division and' then'
transfers some. As a result, Schhei-
der and Hampton said, it is ‘ex-
tremely difficult 1o assess whether
the various Sheriff's Department
divisions are, being run safely and
efficiently. g gl ol TR
“It gives one reason to question
how the sheriff is running his-de-
partment,” Hampton said. “I sus-
pect when we comb this thing eut,
itwill have a lot of cockleburs.”
Johnson said Williams inherited
a“nightmare” when he waselected
and that some of the criticism of
him is unfair. He praised the sher-
iff for agreeing to additional
getoversight. e
- Williams said he will continue to
cooperate, up to a point. But above
all, he said, he intends to fulfill his
campaign promises. A
“The people voted. They ‘said
they wanted a Sheriff's De-
partment that is a strong advdeate
forlawand orderand forit totake a
more expanded role,” Williams

said. g v
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is ‘nit-picking’

By MAXB. BAKER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — Tarrant County
Sheriff David Williams defended the op-
eration and expanded mission of his de-
partment yesterday, while criticizing
Commissioner Bob Hampton as “nit-
picking” on his budget.

Williams appeared before the Tarrant
County Commissioners Court to answer
questions about Sheriff’s Department op-

erations as the commissioners tried tode- . C f For
good is good and what is cost-efficient is

termine whether they need to pump more
money into Williams’ $46.9 million bud-
get.

In the past two years, Williams has cre-
ated a dog team to sniff out drugs and
accepted free surplus military helicopters
as part of an effort to transform the de-
partment into a comprehensive, county-
‘wide crime-fighting force. :

Hampton has criticized Williams’ plans
to expand his responsibilities beyond the
traditional role of running the county jail.

“It is awful nit-picking by its appear-

~ ance,” Williams said of Hampton’s ques-

tions about several jobs in a 1,350-
employee department. “If he is serious
about running the Sheriff’s Department,
thereisanelectionin 1996.”

Hampton said he is not picking on Wil-
liams. As a commissioner, he said he

‘wants to make sure that tax dollars are.

being spent wisely as Williams expands.
the department’s operations. :
“I don’t care who is sheriff. What is

cost-efficient,” Hampton said. “I don’t
mind spending the money if it will do the
job, if it really contributes.”

The commissioners approved the sher-
iff's budget in September. But they took
the unusual step of saying they will review
the budget again in December or January
to see whether the county needs to hire
more employees to run the county jails.

During a review of department op-
erations, Williams said the jail population
has recently hovered at about 4,500 in-

I

mates. In recent years, it has exceede
5,000. Williams said he does not expect tg
need more jailers.

_ But because deputies are answering an
Increasing number of calls, Williams said
hg may ask for money to hire 10 more
dispatchers and six more deputies to pa-
trol rural areas.

“I’'m not going to come over here and

get egg on my face and ask for more than I

need,” Williams said. “If the need is there
I'llask forit.” :

Commissioner J.D. Johnson defended
Williams, saying he has no problems with
the sheriff's management and that he
would support hiring dispatchers.

But Hampton, along with County Bud-
get Director Debbie Schneider, said Wil-
liams may already have enough autho-
rized positions within his department.

“I can’t say I have a problem with the
expanded mission,” Schneider said. “But
it is something the governing body needs
to be presented and they need to say yes
to.” # )
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Larry Edgmon, 35, a
self-employed paint |
~ contractor, died Mon-
 dayathome. Ry
Funeral: 2 p.m. p
today at First Baptist
Church in Benbrook,
where he was a mem-
ber. Graveside ser-
vice: 4:30 p.m. today in
| Ewrgte_on(:dmetewm Lipan. ;
- Mr. Edgmon was born in Granbury and
~ lived in Fort Worth most of his life. He was ;
amember of the Tarrant County Sheritf's
- Department for five years. Mr. Edgmon
attended Western Hills High School.
Survivors: Wife, Jo Clark Edgmon of
Fort Worth; two daughters, Lacy Lee Edg-
mon of Waco and Mariah Jo Edgmon of
Fort Worth; mother and stepfather, Rosa
Lee and William Hawkins of Fort Worth;
brother, Gary Wayne Edgmon of Lipan; -
two sisters, Terri Gail Edgmon of Mes-
quite and Melinda Pond of Fort Worth;
i stepbrother, Michael Hawkins of Lewis-

ville; and grandmother, Ervie Edgmon of
Lipan.

Wednesday, January 18,1995 / Fory Worth Star-Teleg,




January 19, 1995

Memo To: Colonel Savala Swanson,
My Friends, and Fellow Off;cers

From: Deputy Floyd F. Clark, 1491

Ref: Retirement

I find it almost ineffable to place, on cold white paper without
impersonal tones, my deepest appreciation for the "surprise"
retirement party which you hosted in my honor. Long will I
remember your kind words and introduction. There is really
nothing “special" about me; but, you and others are to be truly
blessed for making me feel and appear so.

I never gave any thought of retiring from the world until I
sensed the workplace would be sorry for my absence. Your words
last evening convinced me I had chosen the appropriate time.

I have enjoyed every phase of my law enforcement career, and
trust any progressive flame I may have ignited will smoulder
long in the ashes of memory.

As I stand on the threshold of retirement, I look back with
much love and humility to my many friends and associates who
have allowed me the privilege to trespass in their lives along
the way.

So, may I please just say "thank you;" but with a heart-felt
expression far greater than these mere words placed on paper.

Ei_ncerel Y,

)

F. CLARK
9 p Office (817) 884-1966
F 17) 884-3040
cc: Sheriff David Williams I, : = -
Chief Hank Pope

7 e FLOYD F. CLARK
: DEPUTY SHERIFF
“1993 DEPUTY OF THE YEAR”

TARRANT COUNTY CORRECTIONAL CENTER
100 N. LAMAR

EMERGENCY 911 FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76196-2084
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Thursday, March 30, 1995 / Fort Worth Ster- Telegram

By DAVE HARMON
. Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — A jury in the
372nd District Court is expected to
decide this week whether Tarrant
County jailer Todd Hamilton beat
two inmates in 1993 or merely did
hisjob to quell jailhouse violence.

The incidents, captured on vid-
eotape, led to Hamilton’s arrest in
December 1993. He is accused of
violating the civil rights of inmates
Neal Sharkey and Tony Blacklock.

During the incidents in October
and November 1993, Hamilton,
then 32, was a member of the Pri-

mary Emergency Response Team,.

a squad of jailers assigned to han-

dle potentially troublesome in-.

mates and quell violence.

In a -four-count indictment,
Hamilton was charged with hitting
and kicking Sharkey on Oct. 21,
1993, and striking Blacklock in the
head a month later. Other jailers
told investigators that Hamilton

Civil-rights trial of jailer

slammed Sharkey into an elevator,
slapped him in the head and kneed
him twice.

Under questioning from pros-
ecutor Andrew Stover, a lawyer
with the attorney general’s office,
Blacklock told the jury that he re-
turned to his cell in the Isolation
Row of the old Belknap jail after a
shower to find his things strewn:
around. He said Hamilton told
him that jailers were conducting a
“routine” search.

expected toend this week

“I was real upset about it; I was
cursing,” said Blacklock, who was
awaiting trial on aggravated rob.
bery cha_rges and is serving a 50-
year prison sentence. He said
Hat.mlton then “grabbed me from
behind and hit me,” and then
began choking him, :

Blacklock said he was thrown to
the floor and sprayed with pepper
gas. Blacklock said that the spray
blinded him and that he could not
see the person who then punched

‘asked Blacklock

him repeatedly in the face.
Hamilton’s attorneys, Leonard

«Schilling and Michael Ware, said

the_ convicted felon was lying and
pointed out to the jury that Black-

lockhasalong felony record.

“Y'ou took a swing at [
Hamilton,] didn’t you?” Ware
d I in  cross-
€xamination. Blacklock replied,
“NO.”

Charges against PERT member
Dale Motes, who was also arrested

ir} Degember 1993 and accused of
violating Blacklock’s civil rights,
were dropped.

~ According to an arrest affidavit,
Jail warden Major John Smedley
was reviewing a videotape of
Blacklock’s handling when he dis-
covered the October incident in-
volv1pg Sharkey. Smedley later
told investigators that he did not
recognize Blacklock because he
was beaten so badly.
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‘Former jailer not guilty
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- Taped ’93 incidents resulted in charges

-
BY DAVE HARMON
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — After more
than three hours of deliberation
yesterday, a jury found former
Tarrant County jailer Todd Ham-
ilton not guilty of violating two in-
mates’ civil rights in videotaped
incidentsin 1993.

The verdict, delivered in Judge
Scott Wisch’s 372nd District
Court, brought tears to some of
Hamilton’s family and a vow from
former jailer Dale Motes — who

was arrested, indicted and fired

~with Hamilton after the incidents

— to fight for their reinstatement
to the Sheriff’s Department.

“We’ve got the verdict now, but-

we’re still out of work,” said
Motes, who was not rehired after
charges against him were dropped
in July. “People have to see that
when you go through something
like this, you can get your job
back.” %

Motes, who worked with Ham-

(Moreon JAILER on Page9)

Protective League of Texas, a year-
old Tarrant County peace officers’
association, called on Sheriff
From Page 1 David Williams to “do the right

Jailer

ilton on the jail’s anti-violence Pri- right now, immediately.”
mary Emergency Response Team,  Maj. James Skidmore, a Sher-
is director of security for a South iff’s Department spokesman, said,
American-based gold and dia- “Any questions regarding possible
mond exploration company. reinstatement of Mr. Hamilton
I’'s a big victory for the offic- would most likely be determined
ers,” said Hamilton, who faced two by Civil Service rules and regula-
to 10yearsin prison on each of four tions governingsuch matters,”
felony counts. Hamilton now lives Schilling, a vocal critic of the sher-

in Michigan and works in his fa- iff, contends that the incidents .

ther-in-law’s auto body shop. should have been handled inter-

Prosecutor Andrew Stover ofthe nally to spare Hamilton the indict-
state attorney general’s office ar- ment and the seven-day trial.
gued that Hamilton beat inmates  “The sheriff said he didn’t want
Neal Sharkey and Tony Blacklock 10 be just the keeper of the keys, but
in separate 1993 incidents at the if | was him, I would go looking for
old Belknap Jail. Stover quickly them,” Schilling said. “He needsto
left the courtroom after the verdict find out what's going on in that jail.
was read and could not be found [t might save the taxpayers a lot of
for comment. : money.”

“Justice was served,” said at-  Hamilton and his lawyers would
torney Leonard Schilling, who not say ifalawsuit will be filed.
teamed with attorney Michael “We'll just take it a step at a
Ware in defending Hamilton. “An time,” attorney Ware said. “It was
innocent man was found not outrageous that Todd got indicted
guilty, and that’s got to make you in the first place. He's gone
‘happy.” . through 16 months of hell, and so
i - president of the Police has his family.”

In an emotional closing state-
ment, Schilling said Hamilton
“was doing what he knew to be
right and what he was trained to
do” in restraining Sharkey and
Blacklock.

Gesturing toward Maj. John
Smedley, the former warden who
discovered the incidents and re-
ported them to his superiors,
Schilling told the jury that Smedley
gave misleading information to the
grand jury to “purposely get a man
indicted.”

“It was an abuse of the grand |

jury process,” Schilling said after
the verdict.

Smedley had testified that Ham-
ilton used excessive force when he |
struck Sharkey in the head with his |

forearm, kneed him in the leg and
used a small baton on a pressure

point in Sharkey’s neck. Smedley |
also said his conversation with
Blacklock, and the inmate’s blood- |
ied face, persuaded him that Black- |
lock was truthful when he said |

Hamilton beat him.

“We're not supposed to com-
ment without permission from the
sheriff,” Smedley said after the
verdict.
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Brasesa
; “Americans have always
managed to rally behind dur ,
president when dangér sig- ‘
nals have appeared on the
horizon. I firmly beheve thqt
. we have enough reason
and understanding to work
toward restoring a semblance
of patriotism in this country.” Y,

I | Floyd F. Clark -
| | Fort Worth -

I'm not pessimistic

One need only turn to the radicals on talk
radio and television or read the biased philos-
ophy of many columnists to learn of a new
extremism in our land: the publicity given to
the spokesmen of violence and irrationality.
| Such voices, few in number but strong in vol-
| ume, create the impression that this country
no longer heeds reason and tolerance. ' |

Although I am a staunch Democrat, I still
refuse to become pessimistic about our future.
Most Americans, I feel certain, want to see
President Clinton succeed against the critical -
problems confronting our nation — whether
they voted for him or not. And I still believe -
that not every member of the opposition party .
is a villain; many are dedicated politicians
who want to be constructive and help remedy
grievous national ills. F ot

Given some reason, persuasion and a little
compromise, an opposing Congress should not
become an impossible handicap. Although
some members of Congress believe that com-
promise is a form of entrenched weakness, it
is often the only ‘way to reach successﬁx] solu-
tions within one’s principles. :

Americans have always managed to rally
behind our president when danger signals
have appeared on the horizon. I firmly believe
that, whether Democrat or Republican, we

have enough reason and understandm'g‘

work toward restoring a semblance of patno e
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-»Retired Chief Deputy George

\"?ﬂ

W. Campbell, whom friends and’

family remember as a rough and
tough- lawman dedicated to the
Tarrant County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, died at his Lake Worth home
Friday after a bout with pancreatic
cancer. He was 66.

~ Campbell’s law enforcement ca-
reer spanned more than four de-
‘tades beginning in the Texas Pan-
Handle towns of Pampa and Borger
and culminating with Campbell
hemg named chief deputy for op-
erations under former Tarrant
County Sheriff Don Carpenter. He
also served as police chief in Lake
Worth from 1958 to 1968 and in
Richland Hills from 1968t0 1977.
* “I'considered him not as an em-

ployee, but as a friend and a-

buddy,” said Carpenter, who lost
is re-election bid in 1992. “Iloved
thé boy. He was one of my true
friends. He was a man who had a
htofdisnny

" Relatives recalled that Campbell
.moved his family from California
toTexas in 1954, lured by the Lone
Star-state’s wide-open spaces and
booming law enforcement career
opportunities. He had served in
the Navy during World War I and
inthe Army in postwar Japan.

“He basically had a desire to do
something to make a difference for

Jinterested him,” said Gary L.
' of Arlington, Camp-
el’s eldest son. “Wherever he
, he tried to improve the tech-
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and law enforcement al-
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As Lake ww*polm chief,
Gary Campbell said, his father was
known for his efforts to clean up
petty crime around nightclubs on
the Jacksboro Highway strip.

Local news media attention fo-
cused on Campbell in early 1993
when he was relieved of his posi-
tion by incoming Sheriff David
Williams. Campbell was eventu-
ally reinstated as a captain and
then arrested June 14, 1993, on
suspicion of drunken driving, a
charge that was dismissed for lack
of evidence. Campbell sued the
county then
dropped the gase in exchange for a
$25,000 settlement. oo

Campbell retired: from the de-
partment in Jtmal??llﬁgrhewas
found to have cancer. -

Gary Campbell said his faﬂler s
last years were particularly dif-
ficult because of the friction with
the Sheriff's Department, where he
had been employed 17 years.

“That really hurt him,” Gary
Campbell said. “He had done
nothing but serve law enforcement
all his life. . . He was one of the
good guys out there trying to right

wife, Barbara, th

daughters.ic. vdoR & Dio! 'vv. :
The Pelican Bay Poﬂee Depart-

ment, where Campbell worked

after retiring from the Sheniff’s De-

partment, is recruiting police

honor guard volunteers for funeral

- servicesscheduled at 1 1 a.m. Tues-

day at First Baptist Church of
Lakeside. Graveside services will
be at Azleland Memorial Park.

served as police chief in Lake Worth and
Richland Hills for 10 years, respectively,
before joining the Tarrant County Sher-
iff’s Department in 1978. He became Tar-
rant County’s chief deputy of operations.
Heretired in 1994 duetoiliness.

Mr. Campbell was a charter member
and past master of Lake Worth Masonic
Lodge 1410 and a member of Scottish
Rite. He was a life member and Past Com-
mander of Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Post 708. He was also a member of Texas
Police Office Association, Combined Law
Enforcement Association and Deputy
Sheritfs Association.

Survivors: Wife of 49 years, Mrs. Bar-
bara N. Campbell of Lake Worth; sons,
Gary L. Campbell of Arlington, Curtis R.
Campbell of Fort Worth and Larry D.
campmocu.wmm Dar-

lene Daugherty Campbell of Corpus
Christi; brother, Ernest Campbell of Na-
tional City, Calif.; sisters, Mrs. Ann Pietila
of National City and Mrs. Patricia Ann

Fisher of Las Cruces, N.M.;
children, Kerri Campbell of Corpus Chris-
ti and Tanya Campbell of Lake Worth; and

anumber of nieces and nephews.

Funeral Home

7139 Jacksboro Hwy., 237-3341




Green Bay
jail closed

Fort Worth 'lbl

BY DAVE HARMON
Fort Wonh Star-Telegram

David Williams said yesterday
that he has temporarily deacti-
vated the Green Bay jail — the
second county facility mothballed
in the past two weeks — and wants
to rent the now-empty beds to
other states. -

Williams said he cleared out the
jail, which had held the maximum

population dwindled to about 225.
The last 97 prisoners were sent to
| the county’s two remaining jails

| Thursday.
" Of the 120 employees assigned

1o Green Bay, only a small crew’

remains to provide security and |

make the building presentable for
out-of-state suitors.

“It’s in mothballs,-but we could
reactivate in two weeks,” Williams
said.

The sheriff, who emptied the

FORT WORTH — Sheriff:

480 prisoners for years, after the '

Cold Springsjail on Aug. 1,said he

“ sociation, said the employees have

‘maining jails, the warrants divi-

~former Green Bay Packaging Inc.

sreen Bay jail

. tionof2,231.
has temporarily reass:gned Green
Bay’s employees and will discuss
his long-term plans for them when |
he briefs  county comtmsswners
this mommg

Mack West, president of the Tar-
rant County Deputy Sheriff’s As- |

Williams: said he will put the
| leasing option before the county
commissioners, who have the au-
' thority to rent jaxl beds and close
jails, Williams is under pressure to
downsize his confinement divi-

sion, which employs nearly 1,000

people, because of the dramatic
+ drop in prisoners. ,
sion, the patrol division and the = “I’'m comfortable with the [leas-
district courts. . ing] concept to the point now
“It does leave them in limbo; | where we can seriously market that
some of them are worried, and I facility and compete with the best
don’t blame them,” he said. “But | of them and still do it at a profit,”
they still have jObS; I’l'l"l for any- Williams said. .
thing to keep these people work- Although the sheriff expressed
Ing,,’
Tarrant County turned

been divided among the two re- u

mixed feelings about leasing beds
only a few weeks ago, he seemed
eager yesterday to embrace the
growmg rent-a-cell movement

the'

warehouse into . an emergency
maximum-security jail in 1989. A
recently completed $3.5 million
addition added 672 beds, pushing
the jail’s capacity to 1,056.

Williams said his department
has talked to several states that
have shown a desire to lease be-
tween 300 and 1,000 beds and
want to tour Green Bay.

As the state reclaims the felons
who have clogged county jails for
years, sheriffs in Denton, Dallas
and other Texas cities have also
begun marketing their rapidly
emptyingjails.

A’ little more than a year ago
Tarrant County’s four jails held
more than 5,300 inmates, and
3,300 of them were . state-
sentenced felons. Today, the two
remaining jails are at 72 percent of
capacity with only 71, transfer-
ready state felons among a popula-

“I'm going to push the issue of
location, . location, location,” he
added. “We’re right off an inter-
state; we’re easy toget to.”




W hia, " o, e, i i e S N N ST B
A . ", oy

B
#
7
7

4
7/
s74
rJ
r
£

£

Fon Worth

m ( JIMOMKE

Tarrant County’s Green Bay jail stands idle after being mothballed by Sheriff David Wlllians.

Williams wants county to approve
renting cell space to other states
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he can avéft
jailer layoffs

BYDAVEHARMON
.+~ FortWorthStar-Telegram y
FORT WORTH — Seekmg to avofd
layoffsin his rapidly emptying jails, Sher-
iff David Williams has reassigned more
than 100 jailers to law enforcement posts
"and unvexled a plan yesterday to rent
empty beds. i
Although leliams said the staffr movcs .
give the county more crime-fighting capa-
~ bility for the same money, several Tarranj
County commissioners said the transfers
probably will not save the county’s largest
department from layoffs.
“I think it’s time to face up to the pos-
sibility of people being laid off,” Commis-
(More on SHERIFF on Page 20)

o

Sheriff

From Page 1

sioner Bob Hampton said. “‘And I
don’t like that prospect either.”

A year after authorizing 1,068
confinement positions — when the
county’s four jails held more than
5,000 prisoners — commissioners
must now adjust Williams’ budget
to reflect a new reality: Two jails
have been mothballed this month,
and the remaining two jails hold
only 2,200 prisoners.

“Realistically, when you are
staffed for 5,000 prisoners, you
cannot maintain that staffing when
you get down to the numbers we
are down to,” Commissioner Di-
onne Bagsby said.

“I can’t hold out false hope that
we can find a place foriéverybody,”
Commissioner Marti VanRaven-

swaay said. “I don’t thmk 1t can
happen.”™

Williams said he has assigned 22
officers to a security detail at the
deactivated Green Bay and Cold
Springs jails and transferred 94
employees from the jails to other
departments.

The 13-person warrants
division, with its backlog of 20,000
warrants, got 31 new people and
extended its hours. Eleven are as-
signed to ‘“‘criminal profiling” to
help locate wanted criminals.

Thirty-nine jailers were reas-
signed to security in county build-
ings, and another 24 were trans-
ferred to the patrol division to
begin yearlong field training.

“This isn’t make-work stuff,
these are positions that we can eas-

ily justify,” Williams said, adding.

that staffing in the law enforce-
ment side of his dgpartment has
remained virtually 'the same for
two decades.

.but added that th?

"accept Williams’

He also proposed'reducing the
staff through attritionjiwhich has
left more than 100 vacanciessince
ahiring freeze beganinMay;i; - -

Williams said the‘Green-Bay jau
could employ 142 people dad gen-
erate a $7.5 million annuabprofit if
his department can leaseits 1,056
beds to another staterat:$35 per
prisonerperday. 2stiupade "

Commissioners said:they were
receptive to leasing but-would not
make a firm decision until ey see
acontract. tbng,wsl (/-

Commissioner f he ’f ri.ms'on

said he will not s pd&%
employees who have

ment side of the She’ﬁ
ment is long overdu?

“We’ve got a lotof! baéklagggd
work that needs tobe done,” he
spid. “I would hopethatwewould [
éposals] and

not have to lay off.”
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about four months.

But a year will mmayearnowthatsw
iff David Williams has virtually eliminated
a practice of giving all inmates three days’
credit for every day smred regardms of"

their behavior.

FORT WORTH — A yearlong Semtenice
mtheTarramCoqmyMusedto mean‘

easier.

“Nowwewon'thtvemdoﬂlemtbf?md
. Assistant District Attorney Richard Alpert.
“When we wanted someonewm 10 days,
Wehidtoaskformdlya.

Misdemeanors make np"thbtnﬂ’of ar-
rests in Tarrant County. Between Jan. | and
P ‘Jnly3l more than 14, OOOQauAMCha
Williams said he' changed the 6-year-old B misdemeanor
policy Aug, 5 to bring *‘realism and truth in
sentencmg and to simplify punishment

. wnthllmfnti Sﬂggn

flquonJA!Lonhaﬁ) 3

Jail

Prosecutors and police ap-
plauded the move, which gives
two-for-one credit only to prison-
ers who work as trusties in the jails.
Good time can be taken away if a
trusty breaks the rules, said Cmdr.
James Skidmore, a spokesman for
the Sheriff’s Department.

River Oaks Police Chief Dub
Bransom, the Democratic candi-
date who lost to Williams in the
1992 general election, said: “I sup-
port him 150 percent on that. Ob-
viously it’s going to create a deter-
rent if people know they’re going to
serve their time.”

Others criticized the policy
change as an attempt to save jail-

From Page 1

_ers’ jobs or as a financial burden on

taxpayers.

But Lt. Pat Kneblick, a Fort
Worth Police Department spokes-
woman, said eliminating good
time might actually result in fewer
misdemeanor arrests by keeping
habitual criminals off the streets.

Drunkenness, assault, drug of-

fenses, disorderly conduct and

Mbplha list of misdemeanor

Fort Worth police,

- hearings — caused some skepti-

cism. Williams’ policy could in-
crease jail population at a time
when county commissioners are
considering laying offjailers.

After the county’s jail popula-
tion dropped from last year’s peak
of 5,300 to 2,200 this month, Wil-
liams closed two jails and began
negotiating with other states to
lease some of the county’s ap-
proximately 2,000emptybeds.

“Ireally doubt it’s an attempt by.
David Williams to control crime,”
said criminal defense lawyer Mark
Daniel. “I think it’s an attempt to
justify the existence of the per-
sonnel he’s stockpiled. Nobody’s
fooled orshould be fooled.”

Skidmore, however, said the
policy simply ends Tarrant Coun-
ty’s position as the only Texas
county giving three-for-one credit
and brings back “progressive pun-
ishment” to deter serious crime.

“The misdemeanor system that
would have resulted in meaningful
jail terms has been nonexistent in
Tarrant County,” he said. “That’s
what the county jail was designed
for in the first place — it was de-
signed for misdemeanors.”

But since state prisons began
backing up into county jails a de-
cade ago, state prisoners have
made up as much as 98 percent of
Tarrant County’s jail population.
Skidmore said those felons, once
seen as a burden, became more at-

.tractive when Texas began reim-

bursing counties to keep them
locked up.

Now that the state has taken |
back almost all its felons, the Sher- |
iff's Department can return to “a |
normal county jail operation,” he |

Longer misdemeanor sentences
will put more burden on local tax-
payers because they pay for hous-
ing the prisoners, said attorney Jim
Minter, who ran the Sheriff’s De-
partment for a year before he was
fired and reinstated and then re-
signed after Williams took office.

Minter said he has seen no evi-
dence that offering good time af-
fected the crimerate.

*“I think it’s just going to impact
on people’s taxes,” Minter said. “It
will necessarily increase the
amount of time people stay in jail,
and if the taxpayers think that’s a
good idea, it’sa good idea.”

The policy will increase misde-
meanor trials, he added, because
criminal defense attorneys will
have less incentive to plea bargain.

Judge Brent Carr said he has not
seen an increase in misdemeanor
cases set for trial in County Cmm-\
nal Court No. 9. :

But Carr said he has noticed that
defense lawyers are asking for
shorter sentences while prosecu-
tors are holding to their usual sen-
wnangnqm-—mthomubm-
m;foﬂhencwpod-umemhcy

S W,




BYDAVEHARMON -
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — On Aug. 5,
hours after a sheriff’s deputy re-
ceived the phone call telling him
‘that his daughter had died in a car
accident, Deputy Mark A. Mapes
Sr. was making phone calls to geta
safety net in place. ]

The net came in the form of the
Tarrant County Deputy Sheriffs
Association, which recently start-
ed a benevolent fund to help offic-
ers through deaths, illnesses and
otherunexpected crises.

Bythe end of the day, Mapesand
others in the 520-member associa-
tion had rounded up a small army
to help the deputy who was prepar-
ing to move when the news of his
daughter’sdeath arrived.

- While the deputy handled fu-
neral arrangements, they pulled a

MAKING A Dtjj‘erence

donated Ryder truck up to the

house and rounded up volunteers

to haul boxes. ok g
Three local stores donated food

and drinks for the volunteers, A

local dry cleaner, at Mapes’ re-.
quest, cleaned the deputy’s clothes
for the funeral. Someone called a
minister, who came to pray with
them. Others came through with
donations. : ‘
Mapes said they hope the be-
nevolent fund  will replace this
pass-the-hat system.
~ The association, made ‘up of
Sheriff’s Department employees,
launched the beneévolent fund in
June as a “safety net for members
of our organization, to help them
in times of great burden,” hesaid.

313

Those times seem to come regu-
larly. - ;

Two officers have terminal can-
cer. Two others recently had chil-
dren born with birth defects. The

association has also helped two

- members in the aftermath of housé
SIRCR. :

“When officers are, say, injured
in a ‘car accident or injured at
home, when their sick leave ben-
efits run out, there is no safety
net,” association President Mack
West said. “We can be there with
something so the family doesn’t
havetoworry.”

“They need help right then and
there,” said Frank Wilson, the as-
sociation’s director of special ser-
vices and projects.

Before the benevolent fund, the
association held special fund-
raisers or dipped into its general

fund to help fellow officers. Wilson
said they soon realized the need for
a permanent, stable fund like the
$6 million “Foundation Blue”

fund established in 1991 for Dallas :

officers.

Although the benevolent fund is
in its infancy, Mapes said they are
pleased by the response thus far
from the American Legion, the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and
local businesses and citizens.

The fund was established as a
nonprofit organization, and a 12-
member committee must approve
allexpenditures, Mapes said.

And while the safety net only ,

covers association members now,
Mapes said, “We' really believe
that in six months, we’re going to
be able to make this [money] avail-
abletoany officer.” L
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To contenict for housing out of stale prisoners

annex.  Total prioncr capacity at the
Greenbay wnit will be 1,056

; The projected budget for the Greenbay wnil
*for FY96 is approximatcly $5,300,000.

I a contiact can be scowed for 1,000
* prisoncrs al $33 for each inmate housed per
iday. the funds pencrated would be
* $12.775,000 onmwally.  Offselting the budget
by spprox. 37,475,000,

We are aggressively pursning (his machel,
and have several prospecia,

BLaw Enforcement Enhancements

Expanded Law Enforcement program. Dy
expanding the Warmauls Division by 20
transfer officers we are working down the
20000 + criminal warants oulstanding In
Tanant Counly. Dy providing !lvcse

additlonal officers, tpid Uansfer con be |

provided to cach unit (hercfore climinating
extra woil downtime. 11 additional officers
are assigned (o criminal profiling, a new
function in onr Warrants Division, but not in
Law Enforcement.  These officas provide
the background research information to the
officers scrving the criminal watrants. By
rescarching  addeesses  known,  physical
descriptions, mug shols, kvown relatives,
ete. the lield ofTicers arc picking wp packels
and serving woamanis continually.

Assigning 19 oflicers to Cowrt Securily has
allowed for cnhanced sccurily In all county
buildings. These officess have also allpwed
us lo schedule more coverage hobis of
service. ¢

] .
! ;
'We conld have both Law Finforcemen

enhancements  (Plan 1) and  conten
prisoners (Plan A) with the positions held

open from the Cold Springs wnlt and siil
have extra revenwe enhancing fhe Taran

; Conly Nudget.

| for a profit. Uilizing the Greenbay Facllity. |
”:2 the two housing units at this focatlon offer ||
* efficient_operation, and modem  wpdated |
howsing to nccommodate 184 prisoners In |
" the main bullding and 672 prisoners In the |

" | capabllities and not asking for more (axes to |
‘ find I because they have already paid forr. |

Assigning 24 oflicers to the Patrol Division

provide a standing cadre of ttained and

These personnel while in training are known
{as (CPOs) Candidate Patrol  Officers
| (Rookics). g
The laxpayers have shown they will pay
more taxes for move Law Enforcement, Whey

| will be elaled il you approve mote prnven
aw enforcement  Uwough ctime n;mm

'C Attvition Vacancies
Uy npproving the Greenbay officars to an

overtime elinination pool the Confinement |

Durcan could virually climinate nlveady
yoduced overtime.  Any stalf overages would
be reduced by atirition. | feel that this is a
far belter plan than a sudden rednction in
force.  Siafl can he reduced In the same

manner as the Cold Springs onit. Over af

period of months once positions are vacated
lhey would not be rcfilled wlil  the
Greenbay unit was reactivated. “This would
avold fhe costly expense of approximately
$60,000 In henclite pay off, $315,000 in
iraining expenses for employecs retuming If
the Jail population were to risc In 12 to 18
months, and nol o mention the added
burden to the taxpayers Tor tmemployment
compensation for over 100 employees that
conld extend un 1o 6 months

Necause of scceleated changes in st
prisoner removal, the budpet submitted §
May probably requires reviston.  Tharetor
I recommend a temporary postponement ¢
the Sherift's Office budget review wntil fin:
plans can be attained.

Smmnnry

With the carly projections of a $20.000 (00
ehortfall  n  refmbursement  and other|
revenues, it did not scem prident to requesy
additional personnel for Law Enforcement M|
the time of the budget deadline in Ma

Now (hat $24000.000 or moc has been
found by the Auditor. | fecl that enthacks in
public safety crime fiphting programs shoul|
not be necessary or appopriste. Coupled
with 2 revenue penernting jall and (illing
the posts for  that  facility with  the
husm'ms t have held open totallng over
1100 stnce January and the Taxpayers wiv

fwain A raw,

for completion of a field tralning cycle, will ;

qualificd personnel Tully preparcd lo sorve :
as Tarrant Connly Sheifl's Patrol Deputies. |
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j‘ﬁiur’s’day; August 17, 1995 COMMERCIAL RECORDER—g
WHAT IS A COUNTY ‘
JAIL SUPPOSED TO BE?

- by Commander James F. Skidmore

Recent events have again focused considerable
attention on the Tarrant County Jail system. After a decade
of continual jail overcrowding, the problem has reversed itself
and now forces the County to deal with a temporary surplus
of empty beds. Sheriff David Williams feels the public should
be provided a complete explanation of how we have arrived at
this point in order to understand the direction we should now
take in order to best resolve the situation. ‘ :

The intended purpose of a county jail within the state
of Texas is rather simple and straight forward. First and
foremost, a county jail is supposed to securely contain
criminal offenders which have been charged with, or convicted
of, misdemeanors. The misdemeanor population of the
average county jail should be approximately 60-70%. Pre-
trial misdemeanors should be processed quickly with the
majority of the population being convicted misdemeanors
actually serving meaningful sentences of up to one year in the
county jail.

Second, a county jail should provide secure custody of
criminal offenders charged with, or convicted of, felonies. A
typical county jail felony population should be no more than
30-40% with about 5% being State prison ready convicted
felons. Pre-trial felons should be short term inmates with
convicted felons placed into State custody within 45 days of
conviction.

The facts and statistics presented are the norm for the
county jails within both Texas and the nation. The problem is
that Tarrant County has not operated a "normal” jail for
nearly ten years. In fact, for all practical purposes, Tarrant
County has been operating a prison system which in 1994,
contained nearly 5,300 inmates of which 96-98% were felons.
During the peak of the jail overcrowding crisis, Tarrant
County was providing safe and secure housing for more than
3,000 paper ready State inmates.

Considerable financial relief from the State imposed
backlog of convicted felons arrived in the form of a lawsuit
settlement. Counties were reimbursed for a percentage of the
expenses associated with housing State felons which, in one
year alone, returned more than 30 million dollars to Tarrant
County. Obviously, housing State felons took on a new
complexion once they were capable of creating considerable

‘revenue while misdemeanors were viewed as a financial
burden.

: ,,.«v:%w;ww;«;%//’;//;@
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Tarrant County's transition from a "normal" county
jail to a 98% felon prison system became a reality in 1989, and
resulted in both positive and negative aspects. The positives
could . be described as largely financial. Larger
reimbursements from the State and minimal jail building
expenditures were realized by maintaining the highest level
of felony inmates possible. The negative results were more
complex and generally ignored by both politicians and the
media. .

The County's decision to make more room for felons
by decreasing the percentage of misdemeanors effectively
defeated the primary purpose for which county jails were
created. If the public had been made aware of the fact that
the majority of arrests are made for misdemeanor violations,
and programs were deliberately implemented to exclude jail
sentences as appropriate punishment, they might have voiced
considerable opposition to such policies:

It must be remembered that punishment for criminal
offenses was intended to begin at the lowest (misdemeanor)
level possible in an attempt to deter an offender from
progressing to more serious (felony) crimes. The decision to
delay meaningful punishment (county jail time) until an
offender is convicted of a felony shows either a lack of
knowledge of the criminal justice system or a deliberate
indifference to civic responsibility..

Finally, the Tarrant County Jail has reached a point
where normal operations could be resumed if adequate
bedspace and staff are maintained. Taxpayers could rest
more easily with the knowledge that all criminal offenders in
Tarrant County would, at last, face the prospect of actually
going to jail for Class A, B and C misdemeanors. The free ride
to a felony record would be longer with more opportunities for
a young person to get off. In short, the Sherifl's Confinement
Bureau personnel would be able to perform their duties in

Sheriff David Williams has presented proposals to
Commissioners’ Court which would allow the jail to do the job
for which it was intended without a budget increase. In fact,
contract jail operations could result in a return of more than 7
million dollars to the County general fund.  However,
budget hearings loom on the near horizon and public
statements made by various elected officials indicate a desire
to step backwards with large reductions of confinement
personnel. The financial necessity to do so does not exist, but
the tendency to restrict resources and do as little as possible
(rather than accomplish even more without increasing either
budget or personnel) is a very real possibility. The ability to
win a major battle in the war on crime may be lost due to
political short-sightedness and the refusal to authorize
available funding.
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RTHE o2 * ‘Coutity” dmpﬁed
commwsmm approved a 10 per-- %‘J}

~ cent raise for the ﬂhmff‘s Depart- g
- ment’s main spokesman sman yesterday
1 but also dehverednafstem warmni y

‘ ‘piece cmm ‘ﬁ&kﬁgmfor state f’

£ ﬁmm coumy ﬁﬂ'ﬁcxﬂs Com- who gen ite |

- magder James Skidmore defended -
[iff David Williams® plan torc- dem

“1 just think it was maccurate it  raising Skidmore’s salary 10 per-
.and in my mind is irresponsible,” ~cent to $50,318, but told Chief
Commnssnoner Dionne Bagsby Deputy Hank Pope to relay “my
said. The editorial “indicated we pémnal displeasure at Com-
just politically did things because - mander Skidmore’s most recent
we were trying to make money off column I would look for a more
the [state] pnsoneu,and,t was ‘position from some-
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County officials authorize

therelease of Michael
 Alan Rowland, who had
+been held since Aug. 8.

Fort Worth Star-Telegram =~

' FORT WORTH — The district
attorney’s office authorized the re-
lease of a man yesterday who was
arrested by the Tarrant County
Sheriff’s Department and jailed
for five weeks withodt»b%ing for-
! charged, officialssaid.
m?'lllz burr,gﬂd? ... That’s not sup-
posed to happen,” said Tarrant
County Assistant District At~
torney Alan Levy, chief of the felo-
nysection. .
lawyers expressed surprise and dis-
iﬁmt the length of the man’s jail
stay, saying they had never heard
of anyone being incarcerated in
~ Texas for so long without being
charged. s
| Under Texas law, an arrested
~ person is supposed to be charged
' within “a reasonable time” after
~ being booked into jail. According
to legal precedent, that period isno

more than 72 hours, several law- .

(More on JATL on Page 19)

v

‘. Both prosecutors and defense

YoM
~ “Pve never known anybody to.
- be in jail that long without being
- charged with something,” said Bill
Wischkaemper, president of the
‘Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers
Association, who said the inmate
could sue the county on grounds of
civil-rights violations.

land, 31, was scheduled to be re-
leased from jail yesterday after
| prosecutors declined to proceed

o asafal’’

The inmate, Michael Alan Row-

d for comment were unsuc-

- Rowland was arrested Aug. 8 in
Crowley on suspicion of ag-
gravated assault with a vehicle,
said Cmdr. James Skidmore, a

* Sheriff’s Department spokesman.

Skidmore declined to release the
arrest report but said the arrest

‘stemmed from an altercation with

another man at a Crowley skating
rink. The other man had a knife,
Skidmore said.

Skidmore said the Sheriffs
Department held Rowland so long

- with any charges against him, As-  without charges because investiga-
. sistant District Attorney Bob Hes- ~ - tors were gathe mformauonrg-
' tersaid. quested by'the district attom;e/y} 3
- Rowland’s father, Robert Row-  office. = B
- land, said he was told by jail of- Ifhe cag’t make bo dcan’t
 ficials last night that his son had , get out of jail, that’s not a depart-
e 3

ment issue,” Skidmore said.
But Bob Hester, chief of the dis-

' trict attorney’s intake division,
said it is up to the police agency to
file a case or release an arrested
person within a reasonable time.

After his arrest, Rowland was
taken before a magistrate, who
found probable cause to hold him,
Skidmore said. Three days later,
on Aug. 11, the Sheriff’s

- Department presented the case to
the intake section of the district

| attorney’s office.

' That's when the case began to
depart from the usual procedure,
officials said.

The district attorney’s office re-
Jected the Sheriffs Department’s

' case {g lack of evidence, Hester
said. Instead of releasing Rowland, -
':&QShcriﬁ’s'De'partment held him

while they gathered further evi-
dence. .?'% although they talked
informally’’ with intake prosecu-

tors, they didn’t file the caseij ith
until yesterday, Hester said.
*“At that point we looked | A
but that’s not going to fly,” » les r
said, explaining that the distri -
t
evidence to prosecute Rowlan"‘d.?l
“Iam not pleased somebody we
outbeing charged,” Hester said.
Skidmore said it is his uiid
can hold someone longer th
hours without a charge if it
requires it. Such delays are nofh
~ common, Skidmore said.
“They’re blowing smoke,
Staff writers Dave Hamoq
M.ryAnnRo-ereontri%udq

the district attorney’s office again

and our response was, ‘Ni

torney’s office found insuffici

kept in our jail for five weeks witl -
 standing that an arresting ag

demonstrate that an investig

Wischkaemper disagreed.
said. “They’re terribly wrong
report.
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OBITUARIES

Wayne B.Boggus

' FORT WORTH — Wayne B. Boggus,

i B7, a criminal investigator, died Friday at
a Fort Worth hospital

Funeral: 2 p.m. Monday at Mount

- Olivet Funeral Home. Masonic graveside

Hservice: Mount Olivet Cemetery by

“Tarrant Masonic Lodge No. 942.

; Visitation: 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday at the
funeral home.
Officiating: Chaplain Bob Cox and the

“Rev. H. Jay Atwood.

i2 Honor guard and palibearers: The

4 Tarrant County Sheriff’s Department

_ Mr. Boggus was born Sept. 30, 1927, in
“Fort Worth. In 1993, he retired from the
0 Tarrant County Sheriff’s Department and
_the Texas Department of Public

* 'Safety-Narcotics Division after 40 years

I of service.

He was a member of the Tarrant

- Masonic Lodge No. 942.

_ Survivors: Wife, Wanda Boggus of Fort
Worth; daughter, Sondra Celeste Hutsell
of Arlington; son, Ricky Blake Boggus of

_Willow Park; three stepdaughters, Diane,

““Deborah and Sandra:; three stepsons,

4/Donnie, Ricky and Randy, and six

A grandchildren.

Mount Olivet Funeral Home

13
.
5 2301 North Sylvania, 831-0511

ne



Fort Worth Star-Telegram .
A Crowley man who was locked
up for five weeks in the Tarrant
* County Jail without_beingfonnally
- charged with a crime says that
- being held prisoner so long has cost
himmore thantime,
;. - *“l just lost everything: job,
house, car,” Michael Rowland said
gyesterday. M
i Rowland, 31, said he is upset,
but he declined to discuss the inci.
_dent in detail, saying that he needs

» Rowland

Crowley on suspicion of ag-
gravatedassault with ‘a_vehicle
after an altercation with another
man at a Crowley skating rink, said
Cmdr. James Skidmore, a spokes-
man for Sheriff David Williams.

The other man had a knife, Skid- |
more said. Sheriff’s officials have

declined to release the arrest re-
port. P ;
 Jail records indicate that Row-

land wasreleased at 10:20 p.m. Fri-

day after being held on suspicion of
aggravated assault with a deadly
weapon, a jail employee said.

“He’s been there before,” Row- |

) “sometimetorestand recoup.”

oy

Rowland, who is living with hig
father and stepmother, said he’
does not know whether he will fife'
a lawsuit over his treatment. Hé
said he will have more to say lateR-
this week. 5 ile e

Rowland’s father, Robert, wha:
said he picked his son up at the:
downtown Fort Worth jail about:
11 p.m. Friday, also hesitated ig’
discuss hisson’s jailing, )
Rowland was arrested Aug. 8 it
(Moreon ROWLAND on Page33) -~

»
o

Tarrant County court records
list a felony conviction for con-
spiracy to commit arson stemming
from a 1984 incident, and two mis-
demeanor hot check convictions.
Records also show that Rowland
was sentenced to four years in pris-
on in 1987 after his probation was
revoked, officials said. ‘

The district attorney’s office au-
thorized releasing Rowland from
Jail Friday after learning that he
had been arrested by the Sheriffs
‘Department Aug. 8 but never was
formally charged. ‘

“That’s not supposed to hap-

pen,” said Tarrant County As-
sistant District Attorney Alan
Levy, chiefofthe felony section.

Texas law requires authorities to

land’s father said, declining to
elaborate. =

 Prosccutors and " defense -

torneys expressed surprise and dis-
may at th ength of Rowland's
stay. They said they have never

‘heard of anyone being incarcer-

ated in Texas for so long without

.beingt_:l ged:

Sheriff’s ‘Department officials
said they held Rowland while they
gathered more evidence against
him.. , ;

“If he can’t make the bond and
can’t get out of jail, that’s not a
department issue,” Skidmore said.
But prosecutors said it is up to the
police agency either to file formal
charges or release an arrested per-
son within a reasonable time. *

Yesterday, J. . Harrington,
legal director om Texas Civil

-Rights ‘Project in" Austin, called

Skidmore’s
geous.” ; i)
“I've heard of it where it hap-
pens by mistake, with a compiiter
glitch or something, but I've néver
ever heard of it where they defend
it as a policy,” Harrington said.
“That’s ratheramazing to me.”
“To say that's not a departiment
deal is crazy because they’ré ‘not
exempt from the Constitution,”
Harrington added. “That’s -the
very reason we have it in the Con-
stitution, is so the police can’t ar-
rest you and hold you in jail 'until
they find something on you, like in
other countries.” il

statements “outra-
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~ The Fort Worth Pollce Depart o
. ment’s major case section is inves- ;-. j‘ 7
tigating and will forward itsresults =~~~
| to a grand jury, said Lt. Pat
Kneblick, a'police spokeswoman

. ,cal exammers final autopsy re-
port, which is pending toxicology
tests that should determine wheth-
er cocaine contributed to. the
death, officials said.

Police believe that the cocaine

> Autopsy report on drug suspect pendmg

Peter Smith Hospital at 12:33p.m.

~ 24hours after being taken into cus-
- tody during a violent confronta-

'f_ By LlSA BLACK

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

; " FORT WORTH — A 31-year-
old Fort Worth man died less than

tion with a pelice officer in Fair-
mount last weekend, authorities
reported.

The Tarrant County Medical
Examiner’s Office has issued a pre-
liminary ruling that John F. Ben-
son, 31, died of cardiopulmonary
arrest Sunday. Benson, whose
blood tested positive for cocaine,

. was pronounced dead at John

Sunday, accordmg to the medlcal -

examiner’s office.
Officers sought to question Ben-

son on Saturday afternoon after

seeing what appeared to be a drug
deal, police said. Benson led a

‘plainclothes police officer on a foot

chase about 3 p.m. Saturday and
then drew a semiautomatic hand-
gun on the officer, according to a
police report. The two wrestled in
the back yard of a home in the 1900
block of Alston Ave., the report
says.
(More on BENSON on Page 25)

contributed to h1s death, Kneblick
said.

“With any m-custody death or
in-custody injury, we routinely for-
ward the results to a grand jury,”
Kneblick said. “Usually these in-
vestigations take several weeks.”

Kneblick said officer M.C.
Haley drew his gun and at one
point struck Benson in the head

- with a fist. Benson-had a wound on

his head but did not appear to have
died from a beating, a source said.
Haley was treated for cuts, police
said.

“The officer did fight with him
and did hit him,” said Kneblick,
who said that the officer’s bloodied
and torn shirt will be considered as
evidence.

Benson’s wife, Savannah Ben—
son, declined to comment but re-
ferred questions to an attorney, Jo-
seph E. Ashmore, who did not re-
turn several phone calls yesterday.

Two of Benson’s neighbors,
Johnny and Kathy Blair, said they
saw the fight and that Johnny Blair
was pressed into helping the officer
make the arrest.

The Blairs said yesterday that
they didn’tseeany unnecessary use
of force.

The Blairs, who have been Ben-
son’s neighbors for a month, said
they were startled last Saturday to
see a man with a gun chasing Ben-
son.

Johnny Blair said he called 911,
then went back outside and “heard
someone holler, “Help me, help
e’

Then, Blair said, he spotted the
armed man holdmg Benson on the

‘ground at gunpoint. Blair said he

was afraid to move, fearing he
could get shot.

“~“The man had the gun right by

John’s head,” Blair said. “Then he
looked right up at me and made eye
contact and said, ‘I'm a police of-
ficer. You need to come back here
and assistme.’ ”’

Blair, who delivers flowers for a
florist, said the officer told him to
get the officer’s handcuffs from his
pocket and place them on Benson.
The officer was holding Benson
down with one hand and had his
guninthe other, Blairsaid.

“I looked at John and said you
might as well better settle down,”
Blair said. “I told him, I don’t want
todowhatI’'m doing.”

Street, the police report says. :
“The location, a carwash, 1is
known for narcotics activity,”
Kneblick said. “They observed
Mr. Benson leaning into a pas-
senger door, appearing to be [par-
ticipating in] a hand-to-hand de-

livery. His behavior was consistent

with narcotics sales.”

The officers showed their badges
and then asked Benson for identifi-
cation, the police report says. Ben-
son stepped toward them and said,
“Why should I?”

Both officers drew their guns,

Benson lifted his arm and al-

lowed his neighbor to handcuff

him, Blairsaid.

“It all happened so quickly .
I’m sorry what happened to him,”
he said.

Haley and officer L.K. Creigh-
ton originally confronted Benson
on Saturday afternoon as he stood
in the 1900 block of Hemphill

and then Benson grabbed at
Haley’s gun but stopped when
Creighton grabbed his arm the re-
port says. Benson fled with Haley
in pursuit, it says. According to po-
lice, Benson stopped in a back yard
next to his house and pointed a gun
at Haley. The two struggled, both
holding their guns, before Blair
stepped in to help, according to tb,e
report.

Police said they retrieved frojn
Benson a 40-caliber semiautomat-
icgun that contained one round.
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Lauyersays Warden threatenedblm &

By mVEHARMON
Fort Worth Star-Teiegram

FORT WORTH — A grand jury
indicted them on charges of violat-
ing inmates’ civil rights. The sher-
iff fired them from their jobs as
jailers. Then charges were dropped
against one, and a jury acquitted
the other.

Now that Todd Hamilton and
Dale Motes have been cleared of
wrongdoing, the former Tarrant
County jailers and their lawyers
are firing back.

The men have sued Sherniff
David Williams and the county to
get their jobs back. They have ac-
cused their former boss, Maj. John
Smedley, of lying to the grand jury
to get them indicted. One of their
lawyers has filed a police com-
plaint against Smedley, saying the
warden threatened him.

Schilling and Michael Ware,
Hamilton’s lawyer, filed twin law-
suits Tuesday, trying to persuade a
judge to overrule Williams and the
Civil Service Board, which re-
cently upheld the jailers’ termina-
tion.

Andrew Trusevich, an employ-
ment/Constitutional lawyer aiding
in the suits, said Hamilton and
Motes were deprived of a fair hear-
ing because the sheriff did not at-
tend the civil service hearing to
explain why he will not reinstate
them with back pay and benefits.

“Under the rules, the sheriff was
supposed to testify, and when we
subpoenaed him, he didn’t show
up,” Trusevich said. “When you
take a man’s job away, the least you

can do is tell the commission the®

reason.”

Schilling called the civil service
hearing “a joke” and said the sher-
iff has closed his eyes to accusa-

* tions of perjury against Smedley: ’s
alleged perjury: “Williams chooses

The tangled dispute,
began when Williams fired the jail-
ers in April 1994 after watching
videotapes of scuffles with two in-
mates, is far from over.

The men’s lawyers say that
Smedley lied to the grand jury
about previous violence by Tony
Blacklock, an inmate involved in
two 1993 altercations with Hamil-
ton, Motes and other members of
the anti-riot Primary Emergency
Response Team.

Leonard Schilling, Motes’ law-
yer, said Smedley told the grand
jury “that in no shape, form or
fashion . . . was [Blacklock] physi-
cally violent, and we have docu-
mentation that he signed showing
[Blacklock] was violent.”

Blacklock was bloodied in the
struggle, and Smedley and Wil-

‘which "

Suit

FromPage 13

liams concluded that the jailers
crossed the line. But prosecutors
with the state attorney general’s of-
fice dropped charges against Motes
in July 1994, and lost their case
against Hamilton in April when a
Jury acquitted him of charges of
civil-rights abuses.

Smedley has said he did not mis-
lead the grand jury or the trial jury,
adding that the prisoner was not
classified as violent in jail files.
Williams, who has refused to re-
hire Hamilton and Motes, has
stood firm with Smedley.

“He has confidence in Maj.
Smedley’s honesty and intends to
stand by him through any allega-
tions made by Schilling,” said the
sheriff’s spokesman, Cmdr. James
Skidmore.

(More on SUIT on Page 16)

to ignore a serious violation of his
own rules, or he’s too incompetent
to realize a violation has taken
place.”

Marvin Collms, head of the dis-
trict attorney’s civil division, said
the office has decided to let the
attorney general’s office investi-
gate. In a Sept. 21 letter to Ware,
the sheriff said he would ask the
attorney general’s office to investi-
gate the allegations and take
“whatever action that he feels is
appropriate.”

But Ward Tisdale, spokesman
for the attorney general’s office,
said: “We’ve not gotten any re-
quest by Tarrant County to do any
kind of investigation. It’s- pretty
clear that we need a request from
the DA” because the allegations
against Smedley would be a sepa-
rate case.

Skidmore said the sheriff will re-
submit the request through the dlS-
trict attorney’s office.

|

Schilling, meanwhile, filed a
complaint - against Smedley on
Sept. 22, saying that Smedley told
another Sheriff’s Department em-
ployee to “make sure you tell
[Schilling] that the next time I see
him I’m going to beat hisever livin’

Schilling said he takes the al-
leged threat “very seriously. It
bothers me to be threatened by a
man who can carry a gun legally.”

Fort Worth Police Lt. Pat
Kneblick said the ‘department is
investigating - Schilling’s com-
plaint.

Skidmore said Smedley will not
comment directly, but said he did
not threaten the lawyer. The de-
partment’s administration is
aware of the alleged threat, but
Skidmore said Schilling has not
taken his complaint to the de-
partment’s internal - Professional
Standards Division and “we have
no factual knowledge to support
theseallegations.” . . |
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g llhams,akepub!, ‘saldhe
- is most proud of fine-tuning the
‘department’s abilities to catch
~crooks and fugitives. In addition,

he said, the department has initiat-
edannthmcodefordepunes,and

~ improved the effectiveness of the

~ Tarrant County Jail by adding 648 .

. more beds for prisoners.

‘So far, Williams has only one
opponent in the March 12 Repub-
lican primary, and that is one of his
own employees — sheriff’s Lt. Sue
M ck, a watch commander in

ounty jail system. Maddock
lald during a news conference last

. opponem.

Before his st sun mbeeom‘

the county’s top lawman in 1992, ‘

~ Williams was a Haltom City police
detective with no political resume.
He took over a dcpartment !

plagued with troubles under the  Thg

administration of former Sben#’f |
‘Don Carpenter.

Yesterday, Wﬂhams stood on a
platform at Tarrant County’s Re-
publican Party headquarters and

introduced his wife and three clul- ]

dren to a crowd of foilowers, many
of them civil leaders and Repub—

: hcanheavywenghts.

Looking at my family and
ing-about the kind of com-

: 4mumty I want to ra;se myfamnym

nly 3600,
of a $1.6 million state grant, and
that the department was able to
keep the change.

“I guess the bottom line 1s
‘promises made, promlses kept,’
‘Williams said, adding: “Every-
thing that I've committed to, that I
‘promised the voters of Tarrant
County, I've delivered on, and de-
liveredin spades i

l
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Shenﬂ’s copters
see little action
inwar on crime
: BYLAmVozm

Fort Worth Star-Telegram -

~ FORT WORTH — When three
surplus military helicopters
touched down at the Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department in
July 1994, they kicked up acloud
bfcontroversy

But Sheriff David Wllhams’

_mgh-proﬁle aviation program
quickly dropped off the radar
screen. Today, even critics within
the department wonder what, if
anything, Williams’ choppers have
been up to.

The answer, according to the
sheriff’s top deputies, is not much;
-~ Until three weeks ago, when one
‘oftwo replacement helicopters was

brought on line, the copter fleet
_that Williams had to touted asa vital

.c.‘

weapon in the war on drugs had

%A% S S

xn\ - >_"-

was used fewer than 20 hours over
ne days before it was grounded
Nov 17 toinstall a searchlight.

Department officials expect to
have the helicopter back in action
next week and to get the second one
upwithina year.

“It’s already been suecessful
and we know it will be in the fu-
ture,” said Chief Deputy Pat How-
ell, who oversees aviation for the
department “We didn’t expect to

just jump up and start flying. .
ln government, you learn not to get
in a hurry foranything.”

The helicopters are funded with
money and assets seized in drug,
cases, which totaled $101,000 last
year, county budget officer Debbie
Schneidersaid.

o e

other four commissioners voted N

unanimously to accept the aircraft.
He said the county could be held
liable in the event of an accident.

Hampton expressed similar res-
ervations about the sheriff’s recent
plan to acquire one of several twin-
engine planes being given away by
the f:ederal Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration.

“I don’t think we can go into the
business of creating an air force
without defining what its mission
is and what limits we’re going to
put on it,” Hampton said. “It’s ei-
ther very tightly controlled or it’s
open to abuse.”

Interviewed about the plane last
month, Williams stressed that it
had nothirg to do with the helicop-

ter program. He did not respond to

The hangar space is donated by
Texas Jet; the primary pilot is a
volunteer, and the backup pilotisa
jailer. The jailer’s salary is reim-
bursed to the county from the
seized funds when he flies, Howell
said.

The department has $70,000 of

flown only about a half-dozen the drug money budgeted for the

times.

helicopter program for the fiscal

_ But the sheriff is far from back- year that began in October. About
ing away from his foray into avia- $33,000 of that has been spent so
tion. He recently sought a surplus far, mostly on retrofits, said Maj.
airplane for transporting prisoners Scott Ramsey, the department s

extradited from out of state.

sioner also expressed interest in
using the plane to transport of-
ficialstoand from Austin.

‘Only recently has the helicopter
program gotten off the ground —
and briefly, at that.

Just one of the three 1960s-era.
Hughes OH-6 helicopters acquired
by the county was airworthy, and
even that was grounded by a tug of
war between Williams and the
county auditor, who both claimed:
control of the drug forfeiture
money the sheriff wanted to use for.
the aircraft. Williams won.

But the OH-6 flew only a handful
of times before the sheriff swapped
all three for two Bell Helicopter
OH-58s. Both of those choppers,
which Williams described as supe-
rior equipment, had to be adapted
for the Sheriff’s Department’s use.
Work on one helicopter was com-

 pleted early this month.
~ Finally, on Nov. 6, the

nienf got one of the two 0H-585 in

Mﬂff()f the first time. The craft

director of financial services.

At least one county commis- So far, the newly retrofitted OH—

58 has assisted witha $25,000 mar-
ijuana seizure in Fort Worth, hov-
" ered over a suspected drug lab in
Northwest Tarrant County,
swoaped two deputies to the aid of
third, visited Benbrook elemen-

tary school, chased a car from Fort
Worth to Irving and back, and en-
abled officials to take aerial crime
scene photos for the district at-
torney’s office, Howell said.

Only the drug bust and lab sur-
veillance helped fulfill the pro-
gram’s anti-drug mission, Howell
acknowledged. But he said the
other flights were useful to the
county.

If the helicopter has come in
handy in a variety of ways, that,
versatility makes the craft look all
the more valuable to some. For
others, that just looks like trouble.

“We have no policies or proce-,
dures about who uses the helicop-‘
ter for what purpose,” said County.
Commissidner Bob Hampton,
who was out of town when the

several subsequent requests to dxs-
cuss the helicopters.

Williams’ critics see his av1atron -
program as proof that he is unduly -
enamored of Iaw-enforcement -
hardware. The sheriff prevxously “
acquired souped-up Camaros, -
drug-sniffing dogs and subma-
chine guns for a tactical weapons *
team, bolstering his deputies’ du-
ties as law officers over their tradl-
tional role as jailers. =3

The helicopters have alreadyb
come a campaign issue. Sue
dock, a sheriffs lieutenant ¢ al- » »
lenging her boss in the Mar ‘
Republican primary, said the .
money could be better spent, even .
ifnocounty fundsareinvolved. &

Williams said the plane would ©
have been used primarily for extra-
dltmg prisoners, but County Com-
‘missioner Marti VanRavenswaay
said it also might have shuttled ©
commissioners or other county of- .
ficials to Austin for official bu81-
ness. Both Williams and Van- ¥
Ravenswaay said the plane would .
have been less expensive than the !
commiercial flights often taken for | .
such trips. -

The federal government, which [ :
in the past five years has donated :
24 surplus aircraft to county sher- |
iff's departments in 15 states, |
opted not to award a plane to Tar- |
rant County last month. Howell * .
‘said the department would be in- * ’
terested if more planes become:
available but said he wasn’t expect-
ing thattohappen any timesoon. »

FEIARN
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The Tarrant County sheriff
- and two Democratic
 challengers enter the race
onopening day.

BY CHRISTOPHER AVE
AND MAX B. BAKER
Fort W?rlh Star-Telegram

Rep. Martin Frost, targeted for
defeat by Republicans at home as
he campaigns nationally for fellow
Democrats, was among the early
filers yesterday as both major par-
sties began processing applications
to compete in the March 12 prima-
ries.

Tarrant County Sheriff David
Williams also filed yesterday for a

Frost, Williams among
first candidates to file

second term in what is expected to
be a spirited political season in
which everyone from constables to
members of Congress — as well as -
presidential candidates — will be
on local ballots.

At least four other candidates,
including former Chief Deputy
Jim Minter, are expected to run for
sheriff. !

Candidates can enroll until Jan.
2 for the Super Tuesday primaries
in March.

Frost, a Dallas Democrat who
mailed his forms yesterday to reg-
ister to run for his 10th term, won
with 53 percent of the vote last
year, bucking a nationwide Repub-

(Moreon PRIMARIES on Page13) .

Primaries

From Page 1

lican tide to beat home builder Ed
Harrison of DeSoto. Harrison
plans to challenge Frost again but
faces a Republican primary op-
ponent in first-time candidate
Olivia Coggin Eudaly of Fort
Worth. :

Both Republicans have said they
plan to run in the primary, but nei-
ther had completed paperwork
yesterday, the first day candidates
were allowed tofile.

Frost’s congressional district in-
cludes southeast Fort Worth, south
Arlington, southwest Dallas Coun-
ty, part of Ellis County and all of
Navarro County. The district
boundaries are being reviewed by
the U.S. Supreme Court, which is
studying the tactics state lawmak-

ers use to design election districts
that benefit racial minorities.

Frost, 53, chairman of the Dem-
ocratic Congressional Campaign
Committee, scoffed yesterday at
“the notion that his national ap-
pointment will make it more dif-
ficult to win in the general election

in November.

- “You don’t turn down a leader-
ship opportunity,” he said, adding
that “Dick Armey [R-Irving] cer-
tainly didn’t turn down the op-
portunity to be House majority
leader.” :

Also filing yesterday was Rep.
 Eddie Bernice Johnson, also a Dal-
las Democrat whose district is
being reviewed by the Supreme
Court. e

Locally, state Sen. Mike Mon-
crief, D-Fort Worth, was among
‘the first-day filers, saying he is
_eeking a third term in the Texas
enate to protect hometown inter-

ests as Congress shifts financial re- '

sponsibility to the states for health
and social programs.

In the sheriff’s race, Williams,

a Republican, and two Democrats
— Euless police Lt. Bill McLendon

~and Tarrant County Deputy

Sheriff Glen Allison of Azle —
filed yesterday.

- Williams will be a primary target
of the Democratic Party, which
‘hopes to begin rebuilding during

- 1996 elections after suffering large

losses at the polls and defections of
some of'its top candidates.

“I love this sheriff’s race. This is
my favorite race so far,” said Tar-
rant County Democratic
Chairman Evelyn Parmer. “I think

David Williams is vulnerable, and

Ithink he iscontroversial.”
Minter, a 24-year-veteran of the
Sheriff’s Department until he re-
signed last year, considered run-
ning in the Republican primary.

‘He said he decided to run as a
Democrat because he didn’t like
the GOP’s swing to the far right.

Minter has not announced when
he will officially file for office.

But Minter’s decision not to run
in the GOP primary indicates how
strong the support for Williams is
in particular and the GOP as a

~whole, said Tarrant County Re-

publican Chairman Steve Hollern.

“I think it is unlikely that a Dem-
ocrat can win a countywide elec-
tion in Tarrant County,” Hollern
said. te ,

Tarrant County has been a Re-
publican stronghold for the past
two election cycles. The GOP con-
trols most of the offices elected
countywide, including district at-
torney, district and county clerks,
and tax assessor/collector.

Staff writer John Gonzalez in Aus-

tin contributed to this report. ‘
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}"QRJ‘ WORTH — A Tarrant

Caﬂﬁty Jail guarﬂ' is under crimi- -
nal investigation after a female
prisoner told authorities he sexu-
ally assaulted her on Chnstmas
Day.
: “We’re mvestigatmg the aﬂega-
tions, yes,” said Commander
James Skidmore, spokesman for
the Tarrant County Sheriff’s De-
‘partment and the actmg chlef over
thejail

‘The mvesnganon was  incom-
plete and officials had not deter-
mined what happened Sk:dmore
sald ;

He said officers have inter-

r’
)
i

" to be quesﬁoned yesterdd‘y

~Jail guard

on paid leave
during inquiry ‘=
; P‘ORTF“\;I“(’;:':I.;T Tarrant

~ County Jail guard has been placed

on paid leave pending an investiga-

tion into allegations that he sexu-

"ally assaulted a female pnsonet
ChnstmasDay :

Theguard, who is assigned to the |

" jail in downtown Fort Worth, was
questioned Wednesday when he

returned to work after two daysoff, -

said Commander James Skid-
; more, a spokesman for the Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department and
the acting chief over the jail. The
xnard_was then relieved of duty,
- which Ski .__,oresml u routiimm

FTd

viewed the woman, a ZZ-Year-old

3/1?0" is in the do'\imto _ n
drug possession charges. The

guard, who was not identified, was

, once
he returned to work after two days
off.

At that tlme, Skndmore said, the
guard will be notlﬁed of his “ad-
mimstratwe statu - whxch could
be suspension with or thhout pay,
pending completion of the i mvesn—

gation.” >
The commander declined to de-
tail the allegat;ons He also de-
clined to say whether the prisoner
was given a physical examination
to determine whether she was sex-
ually assaulted. Skidmore addcd
however, that such an exam is
(MoreonJAILon Page 19)‘

Dep: is prohnbnted by law
from pairing guards with pnsoneq
{based ongender.
~ Once the inquiry is complete
\the Sheriff's Department will like
1!y issue a statement or call a ne
\confdrence, Skidmore said.

The case had not reached tha

Tarrant County district attorney
fﬁce by late yestcrday, officials i
\that office said.

‘December 29,1995 / Fort Worth Star-Telegram /

/
Meanwhﬂe, officers were await-

7 - ing the results of medical tests con-

- ducted to determine whether the

 prisoner was assaulted, Skidmore

 said. The woman, 22, who is being

~ held on drug possession charges,

'has been moved to a different part
'ofthe_paxl and oounsclmg will be
avaulal:ole< at her request, Skidmore

7 He predxcted thiit the investiga-
continue for about a week
A\d then be turned'bver to the Tar-

" “ant County duﬁhct attorney’s

Fice. Nl
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name out there to the rest of the county,”

service 10 unincorporated areas of the
mymmhmity'dﬂt

“Pvenmmhm
Tarrant County, but I've got to get my
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BYLAURAVOZZELLA
Fort Worth Star-Telegram:

FORT WORTH — The three
‘Democrats and one Republican
gunning for Tarrant County Sher-
\iff David Williams’ job have come
ed with suggestions for run-
ingasafer, moreefficientjail.
They are also toting plans for
elicopters, SWAT teams and in-

&

77

ey
:

%

s

2. %
llofid

mate abortions. ‘
Spiked by some of the more unu-
sual controversies of Williams’
tenure, the race for sheriff is shap-
ing up as one of the more interest-
ing local contests this year, politi-
calobserverssay. :
Williams, who was a Haltom
City police detective when he be-
came sheriffin 1992, faces sheriff’s

f)

i TR n
2

for department

Lt. Sue Maddock of Pantego in the
March 12 GOP primary.

- Democrats vying for the post are
Euless police Lt. W.F. “Bill”
McLendon, sheriff’s Deputy Glen
Allison of Azle and Jim Minter of
Fort Worth, a 24-year veteran of
the Sheriff’s Department who re-
signed last year to start a law prac-

(Moreon SHERIFF on Page19)

{uce.
*  The race has already inspired a
* few ideas. Maddock would set up a
' 24-hour day-care center for county
- employees, charge inmates for toi-
* 1ét paper and soap, and ban Bay-
. watch on jail televisions. A watch
' commander in the jails, Maddock
. said inmates get too riled up by the
. series’ women in brief outfits.
. “They’re whistling, whooping
~and hollering. . .,”’ Maddock said.
Minter would get rid of jail tele-
visions as inmates break them.
“Look at the bill of rights and see
- if it says television anywhere in
- there,” he said.

the issue of how each candidate
views the role of sheriff. Since tak-
- ing the agency’s reins, Williams,
- 41, has transformed the traditional
- role of jailer into that of top county

4 cop. Some of the challengers say
. they, too, would concentrate on |
~ law enforcement. Others say they |

. would refocus on the jails.

“An issue that seems to be sur-
facinga little bit deals with the con-
cept of what the sheriff’s office is
and what it should do,” Tarrant

County Republican Party Chair-

' man Steve Hollern said.

~ But Hollern, who has endorsed
Williams, said the race will turn on
whether voters believe the incum-
bent has done his job well.

Williams has been passing out a

_three-page list of supporters, in-
' cluding U.S. Rep. Joe Barton, R-
“Ennis, numerous statewide of-
“ficials and the mayors of Col-
' leyville, Benbrook, Southlake and
| Haltom City. B Tt y

More central to the campaign is and McLendon, 41 — stand more |

Evelyn Parmer, Tarrant County
Democratic chairwoman, said she

is optimistic because the race at- |

tracted a large number of qualified
 Democratic candidates.

“It told me that people out there
in the know think either Williams
is vulnerable or should be vulner-
able,” she said.

As part of his crime-fighting ef-
fort, Williams added drug-sniffing
dogs, surplus military helicopters
and a SWAT team to the depart-

serve outstanding arrest warrants
' for fugitives, slashing a backlog of
' 40,0000 17,000, he said.

Two challengers — Allison, 49,

' or less in Williams’ camp when it
| comes to their philosophy toward
 the agency. Minter, 50, said his
| first priorities would he staffino the

| ment. He also bolstered efforts to |

coordinator to establish some true
countywide law enforcement ef-
forts,” McLendon said.

All of Williams’ opponents say
his emphasis on crime-fighting has
taken a toll on the jails, where they
say the inmate-jailer ratio far ex-
ceeds the state-mandated 48-1.
Williams said he was not sure what
the current inmate-to-jailer figure
is, but disputed his challengers’
contention that jailers’ lives are en-
dangered.

“If you didn’t have people in he-
licopters and running out on
SWAT teams you could put some
of these people in the jails,”” Minter
said.

.All of the challengers said they

| would restore the 48-1 ratio, which

dock, 50, said she would proudly

wear the badge of “keeper of the
- is financed with drug forfeiture

1 think the Sheriff’s |
Department’s responsibility is far
' more than just maintaining the

keys.”

jail,” Allison said. “We do have an

' obligation to the citizensout here.”

McLendon said he would use the
office to promote countywide law
enforcement efforts, attempting to
link local agencies’ radio and pa-
trol car computer systems for bet-
ter crime-fighting efforts. He also
advocates a number of ‘“‘com-
munity policing” initiatives, such
as youth activities, a citizens’ sher-
iffs academy and a system of

- checking on senior citizens.

] see the role of the sheriff being
that of a facilitator and_.-'that ofa

Williams said the jails attained for
the first time during the summer

| before hereassigned some jailers to
| jails and serving warrants. Mad- |

the warrants division and othér
areas of the department.
The helicopter program, which

money, would not fare well under
most of the challengers. McLen-
don, Minter and Maddock said
they would scrap it. Allison ques-
tioned the need for it, but said he
would need to study the cost and
effectiveness before making a deci-
sion. ~

All of the candidates had a
slightly different take on Williams’
newly adopted policy concerning
elective medical treatment, which
was prompted by an inmate seek-
ing an abortion. The policy prohib-
its jail personnel from transporting
inmates for medical care, except in
life-threatening situations. #

R T
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. It' a Juﬂge were to order Jaxl per-
- sonnel to transport an inmate for
- -an abortion, Williams said he
: wouldconsultalegalexpeﬂ to de-
‘ gmme such an order were “law-
. McLendon agreed with the: poli-

cy, but criticized Williams for not -
fulﬁlm a court order to transport
tllc mmntc.A judge later withdrew

the order and allowed the
t{)befudoughedforthep DC
which she eventually deci
toundergo.

Allison said he would| have
sought a legal opinion on thd i§sue.
. Maddock said she would bé re-
quired under the law to transport
any patient who requcsted abor-
tion. i
T4

e

\
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top spoton '
GOP ballot

Sue Maddock says her
\name should appear first
because the incumbent,
David Williams, drew
when her name was called.

BYLAURA VOZZELLA
! Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Sheriff
‘David Williams had more than
Jluck on his side when he drew the
’top spot in the sheriff’s race on the
lGOP primary ballot this week, an
2aide to challenger Sue Maddock
says.

He also had sensible shoes.

Aide Karen Dyson was in high
heels and, she says, was quickly
‘outrun by Williams when it was
‘her turn to draw Maddock’s ballot
‘position at a meeting of Tarrant
County Republicans on Tuesday

night.

\\\\\

. Williams drew pingpong ball
ﬁa 1, earning a ballot position
1at many candidates consider at
least mildly advantageous.
w.j)yson filed a letter of complaint
mrday with County Elections

inistrator Robert Parten,
Texas GOP Chairman Tom
en and Attorney General Dan
orales.
. Williams said he drew first be-
cause Maddock was not present,
which, he said, is standard proce-
‘dure.

- “I figured if she wanted to draw
herself, she would have been
there,” he said.

- But Hollern, who held the hat
and has endorsed Williams, ac-
knowledged that his policy was to
allow stand-ins to draw when their
candidates’ names were called. He
said Dyson lost her turn simply
because she did not make herself
known in the bustling Fort Worth
school board chambers.

« “I frankly don’t remember that
anyone stepped up for Sue,”
Hollern said. Maddock ac-

knowledged that, statistically, her \

aide would still have had a 50-50
chance of drawing No. 2, had she
gone first. But she says her name
ought to appear above Williams’
on the ballot because “technically,
bewas grabbing forme.”

Following alphabetical order,

County GOP Chairman Steve
Hollern called Maddock’s name
first to pick one of two numbered
pingpong balls from a plastic hat.
Maddock, a sheriff’s lieutenant, is
Williams® only challenger in the
March 12 Republican primary.
* “I raised my hand and I started
down the stairs,” said Dyson, who
filled in because Maddock was at
‘work. “I got maybe one-third of the
down and Davnd holted by

Sy ,t
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‘abc rtlons
blocked

Sheriff’s rule targets
elective procedures

BY GABRIELLE CRIST
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — The Tarrant Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department issued a new poli-
cy yesterday prohibiting its personnel
from transporting inmates except in life-
threatemng situations; in effect prohibit-
ing inmates from having elective abor-
tions. :

Experts on both sides of the abortion
issue questioned whether the policy vio-
lates a woman’s right to seek an abortion.

“The government probably doesn’t
have the right to stop a person from get-
ting medical attention,” said Kelly Shack-
elford, an attorney at the Dallas office of
the Rutherford Institute, which provides
legal assistance on anti-abortion issues.

The new policy adheres with the code of
criminal procedure, said Tarrant County
Sheriff’s Commander James Skidmore.

The new policy was established just one
day after a Tarrant County Jail inmate
returned to jail after being released so she
could decide if she wanted an abortion.
Kristie Ann Brown, 29, had requested that
jail personnel take her to get an abortion,
but Tarrant County Sheriff David Wil-
liams declined.

State District Judge Don Leonard
avoided a ruling on the issue by releasing
the woman on bail, a move that was rec-
ommended by Williams’ and Brown’s at-
torneys. When he told Brown she could
leave jail, he said it was to give her time to
think about what she wanted to do.
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Fort Worth Police spokesdr

- Mark Krey said Fort Worth police:

- were called to a home in the 4400

- block of Longmeadow Wayin south
Fort Worth shortly before 9 p.m.
Wednesday regarding a fight.

~ Merriman told police that she and
‘her boyfriend, Carl Wayne Ed-
mondson, 38, were drinking wine in
their home when he suggested they
participate in three-way sex and she
vehemently disagreed, a police re-
portsaid. :

Edmondson told police the fight
began when she wanted to earn
money by stripping and he told her
she couldn’t, the report said.

However the fight started, Ed-
mondson was cut on the hand by a
pocket knife and Merriman was hit

ort Worth Star-Telegram
il s i
¥

| _FORT WORTH — A Fort

4 -den-womaﬁfa?esf@dw& esday
. nightaftera fight with her boyfriend
§ o e Nt il o
cord in a holding cell at the Tarrant -
- County Jail early yesterday morn-
 ing,officialssaid.
' Jennifer Merriman, 36, was pro-
nounced dead at John Peter Smith
- Hospital at 5:58 a.m., just hours
 after she was treated there for MU~ intheeye and head, the report said.
ries she suffered in the fight, of- - “It should be noted that [Merri-

ficials said. ; S ' man and Edmondson] were ex-
Her death has been provisionally tremely intoxicated,” the report
ruled a suicide, pending toxicology | g5iq. Merriman, under the name
tests, according to the Tarrant  jennifer Merriman Ehlinger, was

~ County Medical Examiner’s Office.  arrested on suspicion of aggravated
assault with a deadly weapon. Ed-

it

s k=
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spokesman for the Tarrant County
|Sheriff’s Department, said in a
stafement that Merriman was found
‘about 5:15 a.m. “slumped against a
- |holding cell wall with an Inmate
| Cellect Call Phone cord looped
around herneck.” :
" The statement said she was found
4 1dwing “a routine safety and secu-
ity check,” but it was not clear
when she was last checked or wheth-
ershe had been considered a suicide

%Skidmore did not return calls

ing further comment.
~ Relatives have hired an attorney
and may have a second autopsy per-
formed,-said Merriman’s sister-in-
law, Sandra Merriman.
|" “Idon’t think she would kill her-

!5 " Merriman said. *“She'€never
attempted suicide. She was real

 high-strung but not suicidal.”

- She said her sister-in-law had
~ been taking Prozac and may have
' been drinking, which could have in-
- fluencedhermood.
- “Her boyfriend had told them to

-Gommander James Skidmore,

* | later.

mondson was arrested on suspicion
of assault bodily injury/family vio-
lence. Both were taken to jail after
their injuries were treated at the
hospital, the reports said.

Officials said Merriman was
turned over to sheriff’s deputies at
12:23 a.m. and was booked into jail,
according to records, at about 3:30
a.m. She was placed in a hblding cell

~ with other women, but soon became
“confrontational and violent with
them, officials said. i
At 415 am., she was put in a
holding cell by herself and at 5:13
~a.m., deputies found her uncon-
scious, sources said. i
Skidmore said jail personnel ad-
‘ministered cardiopulmonary resus-
citation until a MedStar ambulance
arrived at 5:20 a.m. Merriman was
taken to the hospital 15 minutes

~ watch her and they said they

would,” she said. “But we don't be-
- lieve she killed herself and how she
- would have obtained a telephone

o
i Vi

* cord. We havealotof questons.”
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thé¢ comments in a prepared state-

uhonamtcountyjail
zim represented by Cornish.

Thursday , @ judge ordered the
&utﬂ”ﬂmhﬂmm
iff declined to allow guards to

tslan

sherifi
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transport her to an abortion clinic.

“He has slandered me, and |
want it clear that his unwarranted
attack on me was false,” Cornish
thing I've done in five years is to
agree to vote in the Republican pri-
mary.”

Cornish said she once escorted

inked her to

but she added, “I don't call that
m,iliwum.‘lfthu'l‘ milimu, the

“4

sheriffis, t00.”

“Lawyer for pregnant inmate fires back o

m lines lt a

Sheriff I : .
release of prisoner for

‘flt'uhémd l
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Dear Mrs. Burnam:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter soliciting my vote
for your son in his race for State Representative for District 90.

May I preface my remarks by stating I am a 68-year old Peace Officer,
having retired in January, 1995, from the Tarrant County Sheriff's
Department, where I was honored by being chosen "Deputy of the Year
of the Confinement Division" in 1993.

Like Lon, I also have tried to assist deserving individuals all
my life; and, in law enforcement, I got more than a "bird's eye"
view of people needing help.

Being born a child of the Depression, I can readily attest to the
struggles steming from that era.

Although my father was a disabled veteran from World War I, drawing
only a $50 monthly disability compensation, he managed through odd
jobs to provide the necessities essential toward maintaining a home
for his wife and family.

However, let me state, we were no different from a vast number of
others whose lives and future held little promise in a war-torn
world except when a compassionate government was controlled by
Democrats. ‘

Yes, I am a proud Democrat.....and, a staunch supporter of the
principles of a platform that, in my eyes, has never diverted from
the fundamental direction of attempting to help the less fortunates
against a dreadful wave of political indifference which prevails
throughout this country.

Now in failing health and on fixed income, I have little to offer
in the political arena except that which I believe counts the most-

my vote.

Lon Burnam epitomizes those virtues under which I was raised, and
thereby placing an unbridled faith in his efforts to fully represent
ALL his constituents, you will be happy to learn I have, this date,
cast my ballot by mail for your son.

Sincerely,
FLOYD F. CLARK

1116 CAMERON
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76115-4309



Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
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