s

A

F

L S0 ALY ST & i

R R L T

R

2

&

B

DR TR PSR (B AR O LT

A AR






T —

i ol ol e

TARRANT COUNTY
DEPUTY SHERIFF’S ASSOCIATION

Mack West, President

March 1996

Dear Tarrant County Resident:

The Tarrant County Deputy Sheriff's Association (TCDSA) is a non-profit, voluntary
organization existing under, and by virtue of, a Charter from the State of Texas.

We are composed of deputies, detention officers, and civilians employed by the Tarrant
County Sheriff's Department. The members of our Association have been in your area,
and around the County, fingerprinting children. We have also sponsored numerous "Kid
Safe" days. Perhaps we have fingerprinted your child at one of these occasions.

Today, we are asking for a few minutes of your time to consider the Candidate for Sheriff
which our Association is endorsing - W. F. "Bill" McLendon. As employees of the
Sheriff's Department, we feel Mr. McLendon would improve and enlarge the Community
Service opportunities of the Department, as well as foster a much greater cooperative effort
among the various law enforcement groups within and adjoining Tarrant County. This
would enhance the crime-fighting abilities of all groups.

Mr. McLendon's experience and administrative talents make him our choice for the next
Sheriff. Please consider this as you go to the polls on Tuesday, March 12th, and mark the
#1 spot on the Democratic ticket for W. F. "Bill" McLendon. Thank you for your

consideration.
Sincerely,

/9 N3

Mack West,
President

111 N. HOUSTON, SUITE 211 ¢ FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102 ¢ (817) 332-2415







Friday, March 8, 1996

, ERS TO THE EDITOR
 Burnam is the man
Voters are often asked: “How can our state

‘modernize its Legislature, get better public
~ servants, reduce special-interest pressure on

'~ them and still save money?” et
Surely the answer lies in our ability to

~ elect representatives who aren’t afraid to

" meet the tax-dollar challenge that awaits in

Austin — individuals with the stamina to

' reflect and bolster the political views of their

| 4constituencies.; o+ S

"1 believe Lon Burnam, who is running for

state representative for District 90, to be such
a candidate. He would be a constructive asset
in the search for solutions to such problems as
juvenile offenders, equal access to quality
education, and critical issues affecting senior
 citizens who have passed the torch of experi-
ence on to the youthful visionaries of this
- great state. ‘ W :
~ His work toward revitalization of our
neighborhoods, a safer environment for chil-

~ dren, and protection for the aged fully quali-
fies him for the job. ’ .

" The stakes in the fight for the orderly mod-
 ernization of our state government couldn’t be
 higher. They involve the preservation of the

citizen’s voice in government. I urge my fellow
Democrats to let your voices be heard by
marking your ballots for Lon Burnam on

- March 12. v by
~ FLOYD E. CLARK
- Fort Worth

; _

| Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
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Sheriff

Pol. Ad. Sue Maddock - P.O. Box 14176, Arlington, Tx 76094-1176 - 277-5928

CANDIDATE PROFILE

SUE MADDOCK ‘

FOR

SHERIFF




TARRANT COUNTY’S

M O S T W A NTED

w.F. BiLL> MCLENDON

FOR
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Sunday, March 10, 1996

’s race

cri ac1ze mcumbent

BY JACK DOUGLAS JR.
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — In the race to
become the top cop of Tarrant
County, the Democratic hopefuls
have spent more time criticizing the
performance of the Republican in-
cumbent sheriff than they have
each other.

After a recent forum sponsored
by the League of Women Voters,

the Democratic contenders smile'd

and shook hands. And then they

continued to complain about Sher-
iff David Williams, who' faces Sue
Maddock, a Sheriff’s Department
lieutenant assigned to the Tarrant

County Jail, in the GOP pnmary 4

On the Democratic side, the can-
didates are Glen Allison, Jim Mint-
er and W.F. “Bill” McLendon —
all veteran police officers.

- Minter, 51, spent 24 years with |

liams took office in January 1993.
He was captain over training when
he resigned in October 1994 to be-

come a lawyer.

Allison, a 10-year veteran of the
Sheriff’s Department, has always
been assigned to the warrants divi-
sion. He is attempting to unseat his
boss — Williams.

McLendon, 41, a patrol lieuten-
ant and watch commander who has
been with the Euless Police De-
partment for 20 years, boasts that
he has never worked for the Sher-

iff’s Department. He said that as an
outsider, he can better identify and
fix what he thinks is wrong with the
department.

The Democratic candidates and
Maddock all say that morale is low
in the Sheriff’s Department and
that it is not managed as well as it
could be. ;

Williams was out of town an

(More on SHERIFF on Page 26)

Sheriff

From Page 25

could not be reached for comment, .

but the allegations of the Demo-
cratic contenders were rejected by
Tom Wilder, Tarrant County dis-
trict clerk and a co-chairman for
the sheriff’s re-election campaign.
“This is just election-year rheto-
ric from political opponents which

has no basis in fact,” Wilder said.
Minter disagreed. He said Wil-

liams has ignored his main respon-,

“sibility of efficiently runmng the

‘ county jail and, instead, is only

‘playing chief policeman.” The
sheriff’s administration has coun-
tered by saying the jail has, for the
first time in years, been found in
full compliance with the Texas
Commission on Jail Standards.

Minter also said that drug-
seizure money that Williams is

using to maintain the department’s”

“Vietnam-era” helicopters could
be better spent on other jail and
law enforcement functions. Wil-
liams’ people say the copters have
proven useful.

If elected, McLendon said he
would seek grant money to develop
a system that would allow patrol of-
ficers throughout the county to talk
to one another on their radios.

It would enable police from Bed-
ford, for instance, to contact a

neighboring police department

. quickly when a fleeing criminal

crosses city borders, McLendon
said. Currently, he said, police dis-
patchers must intervene in multi-
city police chases, causing costly
and potentially dangerous delays in
alerting officers on the street.

Allison, 50, said he would work
to create a cafecr path for Sheriff’s
Department workers ‘and initiate
an equitable promotion system.
The goal: to make deputies and
other employees happier and more
efficient in their work.

Allison said he would also
streamline the warrants division
and place greater emphasis on
sponsoring youth programs. And,
he said, he would install a new work
schedule in which employees would
work four 12-hour days and then be
off for four days. That schedule

“would eliminate one of three work

shifts and save the county money,
Allison said.

,the Sheriff’s Department and |
- served as acting sheriff until Wil-







TARRANT COUNTY'S MOST WANTED

W. F. "BILL"

McLENDON 4 -

FOR SHERITT

BRINGING VISION, ETHICS AND EXPERIENCE TO THE OFFICE OF SHERIFF

POL. ADV. PAID BY THE "BILL MCLENDON FOR SHERIFF* CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE, JAY HEILMAN, TREASURER, P. 0. BOX 238, EULESS, TEXAS 76039, (817) 354-0410

Dear Fellow Democrat, I

It appears as if the Republicans are trying to place two candidates in November's
General Election, David Williams AND Jim Minter. The Republicans are trying to
buy it both ways! I need your help and support in order to stop this before it's too
late.

Jim Minter addressed the membership of the Tarrant County Democratic Women's
Club at their candidate's forum on F ebruary 10, 1996, by stating, "I've got to be
honest with you. The Republican's tried to recruit me but I just couldn't do it. I've
been a Democrat and I've always been a Democrat'.

The truth is that Jim Minter is not what he would have you believe him to be, as
attested by the following FACTS:

- "In an interview yesterday, Minter said he has not ruled out the possibility of
running against Williams in the 1996 Republican primary. 'I am moving in that
direction, but I'm not ready to announce". Fort Worth Star-Telegram article " Ex-
interim Sheriff quits after being reassigned", September 21, 1994

- ""Minter told reporters that he is thinking of opposing Williams in the 1996
Republican primary". Fort Worth Star-Telegram article " Gossip aside, Tarrant
County Sheriff says he'll run again", September 23, 1994

- Jim Minter's public voter history infermation revealed the following:
- Voted in the 1988 Republican primary;
- Voted in the 1992 Republican primary; and
- Voted in the 1994 Republican primary.

- And as recently as this electlon year, in November, 1995 Jim Mmter sunp_nngﬂ

We must put a stop to the Republican campaign being run in our Democratic Party.
Won't you please help me? Won't you please help the Democratic Party?

As I have said many times I am not a politician. I do not believe politics should play
a major role in the Sheriff's Department. But I do believe in being proud of who yews
are and what you are. I am W.F. "Bill" McLendon, a career law enforcement
officer, a political novice, and a DEMOCRAT running for Sheriff. I need your help!




» ‘Charles T.'Mr

died Thursday at a Fort Worth hospital.
Funeral: 10 a.m. Monday at All Saints
Episcopal Church. Burial: Fort Sam
Houston National Cemetery. Visitation: 2
to 4 p.m. Sunday at the funeral home.
Capt. Charles Thomas Manchester Jr.,
U.S. Army (retired), died Thursday. He
was born May 19, 1943, in Memphis,
Tenn. AhcmofﬂnVictman.Capt.
Manchester served with distinction and
was awarded the Silver Star, Bronze Star,
Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit
Citation and four Purple Hearts. He was
also commander of the Fort Worth Chap-
ter of the Military Order of World Wars.

A member of All Saints Episcopal

Church, he was currently a captain in the
Tarrant County Sheriff’'s Department.

He received his degree in art from the
University of Texas at Arlington and was
a creative and imaginative artist and
sculptor. A warm, compassionate per-
aon.howaslovodbynllwholunwhim

Memorials: The Youth Leadership
Fund of the Fort Worth Chapter of the

~ Military Order of World Wars.

Survivors: Wife, Sandra §. Manches-

t.r' father, Charles T. Manchester Sr.;

- children, Charles T. Manchester III;
“Michael Sean Matthews, Ellen Manchn-
ter Henry, Virginia Sandra Robertson,
James T. Mczwn 11 gnnddul
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' Wednesday, April 3,1996 |

Inmate sues Tarrant shériff )
over denied abortion access

BY VERONICA PUENTE
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — A preg-
nant prisoner is suing Tarrant
County Sheriff David Williams,
alleging that he violated her con-
stitutional rights by refusing to

allow her to leave the jail to have

an abortion. ‘
Tonya Caples, 24, contends
that she requested an abortion
on March 7, a month after she
had notified county jail employ-
ees of her pregnancy. Soon
afterward, she was advised that
Tarrant County Sheriff’s De-
partment policy did not allow
jail personnel to take inmates
for abortions. '
In a suit filed last week, Ca-
ples states that her rights to pri-
vacy and her “right to appropri-
ate medical care while incarcer-
ated”” were violated. She said
she is about 12 weeks pregnant.
Tarrant County Jail records

show that Caples was convicted

of aggravated possession of a 3}
controlled substance and was /|
sentenced to 10 years in prison. 1}

Her attorney, B.C. Cornish, 14

declined to discuss the case. =~ &
Assistant District Attorney
Pat Dohoney, who represents
the Sheriff’s Department, said '}
yesterday that the state filed a '}
petition Monday in U.S. District '/}
Judge Terry Means’ court to re- "}
move the suit from the state f
level, which temporarily halts all ‘rf
state proceedings. \ fr
He said the state wants to '
move the suit to federal court 31
because it involves a claim of vi-
olation of constitutional rights.
- “The sheriff’s policy is that
Tarrant County should not be 9
responsible for the cost of facili- &
tating an inmate’s elected medi-
cal care,” Dohoney said. He said ¥
that includes reconstructive and
dental surgery. %

i

i




'MINTER

FOR

TARRANT COUNTY SHERIFF

EDUCATION:
*x TCU- 1967
* TWU - 1995 LAW DEGREE-LAW REVIEW

QUALIFICATIONS:

* 1967 WORKED WITH SHERIFF LON EVANS

% 1970-94 WORKED IN SHERIFF’S OFFICE

% 1972-94 HOMICIDE DETECTIVE

% 1990-93 JAIL ADMINISTRATOR

% 1992-93 ACTING SHERIFF -
ELIMINATED THE FENCING OF PRISONERS
WITHIN THE FORT WORTH POLICE DEPT. -
MAINSTREAMED THESE PRISONERS INTO
THE TARRANT COUNTY JAIL.

Dear Tarrant County Voter,

T urgently needyour vote in the Democratic Primary Run-Off Election
for Sheriff on April 9th. With your help, we can restore honesty, pride
and integrity to the Office of Tarrant County Sheriff.

Thank you for your vote to help me “Polish the Badge.”

IMunZee




square offin
bid for sheriff

BY JACK DOUGLAS JR.
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

A Euless police lieutenant and a
lawman-turned-lawyer will square
off in Tuesday’s Democratic pri-
mary runoff to determine who will
challenge Tarrant County Sheriff
David Williams in the general elec-
tion.

Each man says he is better quali-
fied and more apt to beat Williams,
a Republican who easily outdis-
tanced his opponent in the GOP
primary.

Lt. W.F. “Bill” McLendon, a
watch commander and 20-year vet-
eran of the Euless Police Depart-
ment, received 46 percent of the
Democratic vote in last month’s
primary, matching him up with Jim
Minter, a lawyer and a former act-
ing Tarrant County sheriff, who re-
ceived 35 percent of the vote.

McLendon, 41, has said he is con-
fident he will hold his lead over
Minter through the runoff. He said
that as an outsider looking in, he is
best qualified to determine what is
wrong and what is right at the Sher-
iff’s Department.

McLendon said that he has vast

(More on SHERIFF on Page 26)

| Sheriff

From Page 21

experience in applying for govern-
ment grants for law enforcement
and that, if elected, he would seek
such a grant to improve and expand
a radio system that would allow for
quick multiagency communications
during police pursuits.

McLendon has six children rang-
ing in age from 7 to 17. He is a na-
tive of Bedford and spent his first
three years with the police force
there before joining the Euless de-
partment.

According to county campaign
records, Williams raised more than
$33,000 and spent more than
$14,000 leading up to the primary;
McLendon raised more than $7,600
and spent about $8,000; and Minter
raised only $500 and spent just over
$700. -

Minter said he has picked up the

financial pace in preparing for the

s
runoff by shelling out betweem,
$10,000 and $12,000, and that he
has mailed campaign litcrature t
about 20,000 potential voters. He
hopes the effort will send him overt
the top. : ;

Minter, 51, spent 24 years with
the Sheriff’s Department and was
acting sheriff for about a year until
Williams took office in January
1993. Minter held the rank of capx
tain when he resigned in Octoberr
1994 to finish law school and be-
come an attorney. 4:

Minter said his years with the;
Sheriff’s Department and his expe-
rience as an administrator makes’
him the best choice. He said his first’
priorities as sheriff would be tor
make the department more fiscallyo
responsible, change the way people

. BY
are promoted and work on improv:, .

ing morale. : 8

McLendon and Minter both say
they are eager to take on Williams
a former Haltom City policeman;
who is completing his first term as,
sheriff.

e ———t————




WARNING!

The Republicans have

a candidate in thel L0010y

Sheriff’s Run-off Election.

Jim Minter voted in the '88, '92 and '94 Republican
Primaries. He did not vote for Bill Clinton in the 1992
Primary. He did not vote for Ann Richards in the 1994
Primary — and don’t forget that was the year
Republicans took control of Congress and gave us their
“Contract on America.”

Jim Minter even declared his intentions to vote in this
year's Republican Primary when he signed not one,
but three Republican Judicial Candidate Petitions.

W.F. “Bili” Mclendon
is the only true Democratic candidate for
Tarrant County Sheriff:

McLendon is a 22-year veteran of the Euless
Police Department.

McLendon has the endorsement of the
Tarrant County Deputy Sheriff's Association.
McLendon needs your vote in the April 9*
Democratic Run-off election.

N

% 1{

B

McLendon

Pol. Adv,, paid for by the “Bill McLendon for Sherifi* Campaign, Jay Heilman, Treas.



Star-Telegram / Wednesday, May 29, 1996

Star-Telegram / KEVIN FUJII

Chris Norris, Tarrant County Sheriff’s deputy detention officer, adds
another inmate into his pod, raising his total to 68.

Tarrant jail populationisup
by 1,000 in the past 6 months

To handle the increase, the Sheriff's Departr;zem |

BY JACK DOUGLAS JR.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — In just six months the Tarrant
County Jail population has grown by about 1,000 pris-
oners, forcing a need to pump at least $4.5 million in
additional staffing into the jail, officials said yesterday.

Scott Shepherd, a jail commander with the Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department, said the increase is
mainly because of more arrests of parole violators and
misdemeanor offenders named in warrants.

In December, the jail was far below capacity with an
average population of 2,094 prisoners, Shepherd said.
Yesterday, the jail was 91 percent full with 3,034 pris-
oners behind bars, he said.

will ask the Tarrant County Commissioners Court in
the next two weeks for 75 more staff members, mostly
jailers. To pay their salaries for the rest of this fiscal
year, the county will have to free up an estimated
$454,000, Shepherd said.

In the 1997 fiscal year, beginning Oct. 1, an ad-

ditional 141 staff members will be needed at the jail, he|

said. The county will likely have to pay “in excess of $4

million” next fiscal year for new employee salaries, he
said. . :
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Ambulanee-chasing
(J'
m"ltxscenamly encouraging to learn from a very
ive Star-Telegram article that the State Bar
q{,ﬂbxas is ﬁnally taking action against “ambu-
ing” attorneys who violate state statutes
by, contacting individuals involved in traffic acci-
rdents without being asked.
11.After an accident late last year in which I was
-at fault, I was bombarded with solicitations
attomeys, physical therapists and “knee-jerk”
from every direction. Telephone calls
owmmmgumm9mm

jeyening.
md'IMommseltotheSmBarclmmsthatthe

practice is “pervasive” and that of the 60,000 to
65,000 attorneys in the state, only seven were cited
,MmpandedlastyearforsuchactxvntyI
mavedmaematmanyoontacm\mﬂnnatwo-

- week period.

- 'When I contacted local law enforcement authori-
\m,lwastoldmatdwmformaﬁonmwlved was
“open records” and that nothing could
.done. Now the State Bar has launched *a major
,Migw initiative” nooombatﬂnspracuce Alilcansay.-
,';sr“It’saboutume ;
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 Tarrant County ma house
- Missouri inmates, officials say

!

TUESDAY, JUNE 4,199

BY JACK DOUGLAS JR.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Several months after a
similar deal with New Mexico ended in fail-
ure, Tarrant County is now considering
whether to play host to “medium security”
prisoners from Missouri, officials said yester-
day.

Precinct 2 Commissioner Marti Van-
Ravenswaay said, however, she has reserva-
tions about accepting the prisoners because
of a report that they are potential trouble-
makers who do not get along with other in-
mates in the Missouri prison system.

“I can’t think of any reason why I would
want to invite somebody else’s problems into

my community,” VanRavenswaay said yes- -

terday.
Officials with the Missouri state correc-

tions department could not be reached yes-

terday for comment.
VanRavenswaay said she questioned
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““I can’t think of any reason why .
I'would want to invite somebody
else’s problems into my com-

munity.”’ :
— Marti VanRavenswaay
Precinct 2 Commissioner

personnel to handle 250 state prisoners from
Missouri when reports show the local inmate
‘population to be rapidly increasing in the
County Jail. .

The Tarrant County Jail was 91 percent
full last week, with 3,034 prisoners. ’

VanRavenswaay said that despite her ini-
tial concerns she will withhold final judgment
until she learns more. In its regular session
today, the Tarrant County Commissioners
Court was to be briefed on the legal ramifica-
tions of a prisoner-transfer contract with
Missouri.

whether there would be room and adequate (More on JAIL on Page 6)
|
|
transferred here from New Mexico,
s Skidmore said.
al A seemingly lucrative, multimil-

lion-dollar jail deal with prison of-
From Page 1B ficials in that state ended in Febru-
o ary when Tarrant County officials

Tarrant County Sheriff’'s Com- realized that they had received

mander James Skidmore said a jail
deal with Missouri “appears to be
favorable,” but that negotiations
are still in the early stages. If a con-
tract with Missouri is approved, the
county will be better prepared to
screen out-of-state inmates than it
was when state prisoners were

what was described as the “‘worst of
the worst™ killers and rapists.

In its original understanding with

New Mexico, Tarrant County of-
ficials believed that they would re-
ceive only “medium security” pris-
oners, such as check forgers and
petty burglars, but, instead, re-

ceived rowdy “high-risk” inmates,
Skidmore said. The last of the 91
New Mexico prisoners were trans-
ferred out two months ago, he said.
Learning from the past, Tarrant
County Administrator G.K. Mae-
nius said certain guarantees will
have to be made before the county
agrees to hold out-of-state inmates
again. Most importantly, local of-
ficials and Missouri prison officials
will have to agree on the definition
of a medium-security prisoner,
Maenius said. It will also have to be
determined ahead of time that the

d ol
prisoners are free of infectious dis-

eases, he said.

Skidmore said that the ptdposed
contract is for one year and that
Missouri has tentatively agreed to
pay Tarrant County $38.50 pér day
per prisoner — $6.50 more than
what the county estimates_,ﬁ pays
each day to house regular inmpates.

If the deal goes through, 35 to 40
additional employees will Fve to"
be hired, most of them as jailers,
the commander said. Their posi- |
tions would probably be eliminated |
once the contract expires, he said. ‘

o




Inmates who caused riot
may be moved to Tarrant

BY JACK DOUGLASJR. :
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Out-of-state pris tar-
geted for possible transfer to Tarrant County include
inmates who sparked a brief riot at ano er Texas -
jail this year, officials said yesterday. S AL
. The disturbance in February involved about 40in-
mates — all felons from Missouri — at the Crystal
City Detention Center in South Texas. No one was
seriously injured but fire broke out in a control
room, briefly interrupting the security system at the *

privately run jail, according to officials in Texas and

Missouri.

AE . on TATT an Dama 12)

Jail

From Page 1 '
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An official with the Crystal City
Detention Center said he would ex-
pect the Missouri prisoners to cause
problems if they are transferred to
the Tarrant County Jail.

Tarrant authorities are thinking
about doing just that.

Yesterday, Commissioners
Court was briefed on a proposed
contract that would transfer as
many as 250 of the 460 Missouri
prisoners to Tarrant County.
County Judge Tom Vandergriff
said the matter must be explored
further before any decision is made
on a jail deal with Missouri. “It cer-

tainly has not been rejected out of

hand, but we need considerable
more research done,” Vandergriff
Pct. 2 Commissioner Marti Van-
Ravenswaay said she is worried
that the out-of-state prisoners
might cause problems if booked
the Tarrant County lockup. -

ct. 1 Commissioner Dionne

¥ ghepombthty of a contract to
Ause out-of-state inmates, but that
v relly beenan sty

-
prp s i j i
" s LA

aby -and VanRavenswaay
:dthefaﬂureofaja‘ﬂeqnuact

¢ said that she has not ruled

g

with New Mexico prison officials
that involved the transfer of 91 in-

- mates to Tarrant County. That con-

tract was severed in February when
local authorities found many of the
prisoners to be rowdy complainers
and high security risks. ‘

“Certainly, 'm sure we learned a
great deal from that,” Bagsby said.

If a contract with Missouri be-
comes reality, the agreement would
be for one year and the county
would make about $6.50 daily prof-
it for each prisoner, officials have
said.

Scott Shephard, administrative
commander of the Tarrant County
Sheriff’s Department, said each
Missouri prisoner would be care-
fully screened and his criminal his-

tory would be carefully studied be-

fore the county would accept him.

get any of the prisoners directly in-

volved in the Crystal City riot was

not immediately known, officials
said.

Two causes were cited for the

hourlong conflict: The prisoners
were homesick for Missouri, and
their televisions were turned off
early in the evenings.

Mike Klumpp, chaplain of the
Crystal City Detention Center, said
that the Missouri inmates have

“settled down” but that. they still

_ing to make expensive long-

 distance phone calls — “things that

Whether Tarrant County would

in about being 1,500 miles

can’t be remedied by moving them -
elsewhére in Texas.”

For the past year, 460 Missouri
inmates have been at the Crystal
City facility.

Klumpp said the prisoners, con-
victed of crimes ranging from theft
to sexual assault to murder, do not

~ want to come to Fort Worth; they

want to go back to Missouri.

“In Tarrant County, they would
find ways to create problems that
would give officials reasons to send
them back home,” he said.

Maj. Mike Spurlock of the Crys-
tal City Detention Center said the
Missouri prisoners are considered
“medium risk.”

One escaped last month.

“He went through the fence,”
Spurlock said. The prisoner, con-
victed of theft, was captured quick-
ly, he said. '

Tim Kniest, spokesman for the
Missouri Department of Correc-
tions, said the prisoners were trans-
ferred to Texas a year ago to relieve
prison overcrowding in Missouri.
They are considered either “‘me-
dium” or “high” risks, Kniest said.

Because the contract with the

 Crystal City Detention Center is

expiring this month, Missouri pris-

' on officials are considering whether

to move any inmates to another

Texas jail . “We have an obligation
+.10.€ ‘ te any oppol'tlmities that

might be available to us,” Kniest
said. :
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Arrest

slaymg

Mexico-Texas effort
hailed in 10-year case

BY FRANK PERKINS
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
A Mexican national on the run
for almest 10 years has been ar-
rested in Mexico in the 1986 slaying
of Tarrant County Sheriff’s Deputy
Frank Howell, who was shot four
times, once with his own gun, At-
torney General Dan Morales said
yesterday. g

Enrique Moreno Casas, 29; a
former Fort Worth resident who
had *‘Grim Reaper” tattooed on
his right arm, was listed among
Texas’ most wanted fugitives.

Casas, who was featured in a seg-
ment on America’s Most Wanted
in 1989, was picked up by Mexican
police in Nuevo Laredo at tl?e re-
quest of the Tarrant County district
attorney’s office and Morales’ In,
ternational Prosecutions Unit.

Morales said his office and Tar-
rant County prosecutors had asked
Mexico to arrest Casas and try him
under a Mexican law that allo'w's
U.S. prosecutors to present evi-
dence to Mexican officials when
Mexican nationals are suspected of
committing crimes in the United
States and then fleeing to Mexico
to escape prosecution. 3

The attorney general said that
the team presented evidence to the
Mexican attorney general’s office,
and that a Mexican judge then is-

(More on HOWELL on Page 17)

_Howell 0

From Page 1

sued an arrest warrant for Casas.

FBI officials said Casas was ar-
rested without incident at an aban-
doned hotel and was taken to a
Mexican jail. He had fled to Mexico
the day after Howell’s death to live
with rel ives in Nuevo Laredo, the
FBI saidin a statement.

Howell was attempting to serve
an arrest warrant on a Hispanic
e who drove ,S brown Monte

ort Worth Ameri-
changing the oil in

ing lot of
Legion post,
seven U.S. law enforcement agene
cies, including the FBI, the Texas
Rangers and Tarrant County au-
thorities. ,

The FBI said that investigators in
both countries were aware of his
whereabouts after he fled to Nuevo
Laredo, and that the Mexican state
of Tamaulipas issued an arrest war-
rant in 1988, based on information
provided by Tarrant County au-
thorities.

“But it was not until today that

Casas was arrested by Mexican au- ,

thorities,” the FBI said. ‘

Nevertheless, Howell’s friends
and relatives said they were re-
lieved that Casas had been
arrested. ; o :

“I feel that for my family, this ar-
rest is closure of an event that has
been hanging over our heads for 10

a brown Monte Carlo.
According to the 16-y
statement to police, Howe

to see ‘th’ei:‘.v”iquiﬁéati'on'i apers

and Casas pulled a.32-caliber pist
and shot the officer in the chest. H

fired three more shots into Howell

and then took Hawell’ﬁ35‘f%;— |
num service revolver and fired a

final shot into Howell’s head.

The deputy’s body was found be-
hind the American Legion post
near his still-running unmarked

car, a bloody handprint on a nearby

sign. Casas’ wallet and student ID

cards from Trimble Tech High

School and Morningside Middle
School were foun

body. Casas’ car was found the
day a short distance away.
éT})e arrest ended a d
investigation that involved

next

brought to trial quickly and that
. justice is sen?cg in this case as we

understand justice being served, '

but it is a comfort just t 'havgghfm
imjailh gt
Former Tarrant County Sheriff

“Don Carpenter, who now lives in i

Wise County,also was pleased. .
“I'm tickled to death that they’ve
arrested Casas and I hope they give
him the death penalty because he is
a coldblooded killer who shot down -
one of the best men I ever knew

~“and then took his own pistol from

him and shot him with it,” Carpen-
ter said in a telephone interview.
Carpenter said Howell was “one
of the finest guys who ever worked
for me. Every day he was on duty
he would come by my office and

e
1

d near Howell’s

years,” said Penny Howell, the of-
ficer’s widow. “I hope that he is

- stick: his head in the door and say,

‘Good morning, sheriff.” It’s a
shame what happened to him.”

Carpenter said Howell’s death
was instrumental in breaking loose
the budget dollars necessary to out-
fit his deputies with bulletproof
vests. ‘

“He might've lived if he’d been
wearing one of those vests,” Car-
penter said yesterday.

Tim Gilpin, now a North Rich-
land Hills police officer, was a sher-
iff’s deputy in 1986 and was serving
warrants with Howell on the night
of the shooting. As usual, they had
split up that evening in order to
serve more warrants, Gilpin said.

“I'm relieved that [Casas] is
caught,” Gilpin said yesterday. “I
would like to see him pay for what
he’s done, Frank was a good man, a

good policeman.”

The victim’s brother, Pat Howell,
now chief deputy for operations in
the sheriff’s department, was re-
lieved.

"It has been a long dry spell,” he
said. “I am very appreciative when
I'reflect on the long, long hours the
other officers have spent trying to
find this man. I’d rather see him
captured on this side of the border,
but having him in jail anywhere is a
step in the right direction.”

Officials had circulated fliers
actoss the state in their search for
Casas, but Gilpin credits agencies

in Tarrant County with continuing
to pursue the case. ?’

®




BY KATHY SANDERS
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Within 24

- hours after Tarrant County Deputy

Frank Howell was executed on Fort

Worth’s south side, a 19-year-old

street tough named Enrique

“Ricky”” Moreno Casas was headed
out of town.

Because his billfold and identifi-
cation were found near Howell’s
body, Casas, known then as a petty
thief and small-time dope dealer,

years that Casas was living the good
life in Mexico, protected by power-
ful drug lords, and that he fre-
quently returned to Fort Worth
with bodyguards to visit sick rela-
tives or conduct illicit business.

But when Mexican authorities
arrested Casas, now 29, in Nuevo
Laredo on June 7, a strikingly dif-
ferent picture began to emerge. Of-
ficials described Casas as pathetic,
living in squalor in an abandoned
apartment building and washing
cars on the street for 50 cents a pop.

He will be tried in Mexico on the
U.S. charges and can receive up to
50 years in prison, said Robert
Foran, the Tarrant County pros-
ecutor assigned to the case.

Local, state and federal investi-
gators who have tracked the elusive
Casas for years want to know one
thing: Did Casas remain free for 10
years through cunning tactics and a
network of protectors, or did he
avoid capture through sheer, dumb
luck?
| ‘At one point, I thought he was
dead,” said John Ladd, a member
of a multi-agency task force as-
sembled by the Tarrant County dis-
trict attorney’s office in 1994. “I
didn’t understand how a 19-year-
old, two-bit punk could stay on the
run for so long and not get caught b

| Sheriff’s
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apture closes a chapter
11986 slaying of deputy

Tarrant’s most hunted fugltlve faces murder trial in Mexico

was the prime suspect.

From that moment nearly 10
years ago, Casas became the most
hunted fugitive in Tarrant County’s
history, gaining near legendary
cult-hero status among local gangs
who believed that Casas had gotten
away with Killing a cop, and adroit-
ly fooling all who pursued him.

“There was more than a couple
of times when I considered giving

" the whole case file to someone else

for a fresh perspective. I mean we

Task force members, culled pri-
marily fiom, the district attorney’s
office, the Fort Worth Police De-
partment, the Tarrant County |
s Department and the
Texas Department of Public Safety,
chased hundreds, if not thousands,
of false leads.

Among the most notable goose
chases the detectives recounted
were:

' m El Doctor, a curandero, told
officials that he and Casas shared
a passion for beer and young
women, and he promised to lure
the fugitive to a Laredo gas sta-
tion so Laredo’s SWAT unit
could swoop down on him. Nei-
ther Casas or El Doctor showed

up

- mInJ uly 1994, a detective spot- |
ted a Casas look-alike at a Fort
Worth carwash. But after pursu-
ing the man and holding him at
ﬁunpomt police learned that they

ad the wrong man, who eerily
‘matched an age-enhanced like-
ness of Casas.

. m Later that year, a tipster said
‘Casas would travel across the in-
‘ternational bridge in Del Rio to
go to a supermarket and dope
'house. Four carloads of investi-
lgators rushed to the border town,
'where they watched a grocery
'store in vain all day.

e r—

exhausted every lead we ever got,”
said Bill Foster, a Tarrant County
district attorney’s investigator who
has worked on the case for-nine
years. A
“At the lowest points, I thought
this was just going to be one that-
went off to never-never land and’
this guy was not going to be caught,
Intelligence data, much‘o_f it from
informants, indicated over-the
(More on CASAS on Page 14)

| m Word came that Casas was
gomg to be crossing the Rio
' Grande at a particular spot one

' night, so investigators hurried to

 the border and staked out a road-
side park, despite signs warning of
poisonous snakes..

Each time, investigators on the
case rode the adrenaline rushes
when they thought that they had
finally cornered Casas. Then, they
sunk to the devastating, yet famil-
iar, lows when they realized that
they hadn’t.

“So what they’d do,” said Capt
Greg Givens, a supervisor in the
task force, “is pick themselves up,
dust themselves off and pick up

| anotherlead.”

Ultimately, it took only one
phone call at the end of April to
an international fugitive expert in
Dallas with connections in Mexi-
co, and the assistance of top-
ranking Mexican officials, to end
the pursuit and bring Casas to jus-
tice.

The killing of Frank
Howell
H OWELL WAS A 38-year-old
father of three, an expen-
enced lawman who was serving
criminal warrants for the Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department on
Nov. 3, 1986.
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Although he normally worked
with a partner, the two had split up
earlier in the evening and Howell
was searching for a man wanted on
drug charges. He came upon Casas
and Sammy Flores, 16, sitting in a |
brown Monte Carlo, officials said.

In a statement to Mexican of-
ficials after his arrest, Casas said
the two were in the parking lot of
the American Legion hall at 400 W.
Felix St. to use drugs and sell some |

guns, said Tarrant County pros- ||/

A |
ecutor Foran, who was assigned to

the case in 1994.

When Howell approached the
two, Casas was in the driver's seat,
sitting on a stolen .38-caliber hand-
gun. He was nervous because there
were drugs in the car, investigator
Foster said.

“When Frank approached them,
they had just finished smoking
some pot and sniffing some co-
caine,” he said. “Ricky was so ner-
vous, Sammy said, that when Frank
asked for his identification, he just
gave him the whole billfold.”

Howell asked the teens what
they were doing in the parking lot
and then ordered Casas to get out
of the car, Flores later told investi-
gators.

At that point, detectives surmise,
Casas leveled his gun at the deputy
and shot him. They aren’t certain
whether the first shot struck How-
ell in the back, the chest or in his
hand, Foster said.

But Casas kept shooting, and |
Howell, though mortally wounded, |
“was able to get well away from
Ricky,” Foster said. Flores told in-
vestigators that he bailed out of the
car and started to run away, but
looked back and saw the final mo-
ments.

As Flores described it, Foster

said, Casas walked over to the
struggling Howell, straddled the
deputy’s body, took the service re-
volver from Howell’s waistband,
put it flus against the deputy’s left
ear and pulled the trigger.

“Sammy said [Casas] later told

mane thing to do, like you would
do to an injured animal,” Foster
said.

I

Enrique “‘Ricky’’ Moreno Casas

Casas and the Chase
C ASAS’ IDENTITY WASN"1
SECRET very long. His bill
fold and identification from Trim
ble Tech High School lay scatterec
on the ground where Howel
dropped it.
The day after the shooting, a
warrant was issued for Casas’ ar-

rest. Investigators threw out a drag:

" Then he called his mother, told
her what he had done, asked for
money and then apparently ig-

nored her advice to stay put, Foster

said.

The friends, Foster ?said, got in .
Casas’ car and drove toward the
killing ground, but were frightened

off by the large number of police !

cars screaming to the scene.
At one point, the friends hid the

- two guns in some bushes, got rid of

some dope and abandoned the car
about two miles from the American

Legion hall, Foster said.

- Although police at the time be-

lieved that Casas was in town, Fos-
ter said, witnesses later said that
“within 24 hours, they knew he was
well on his way.” :
Information quickly began filter-
ing in that put Casas in Mexico,
possibly in the Nuevo Laredo area.
After five months, the district at-
torney’s office decided to seek an
indictment against Casas even
though no arrest had been made.
“We had a policy back then,”

| said district attorney investigator

Juan De Leon, “that you couldn’t
indict anyone unless they were in
custody. [District Attorney Tim]
Curry made an exception in this
case.”

A capital murder indictment was
returned in May 1987 and though
gains were made in the case — such
as the recovery of both guns in Feb-
ruary 1987 — there was not a coor-
dinated effort to track down Casas.

‘““Everyone was pretty much
doing their own thing,” said Char-
lie Johnson, also an investigator
with the district attorney’s office.

Every police officer in the region
— local, state and federal — want-
ed to nab Casas, not only because
they believed that he had killed one
of their own but because of the ex-
ecution-style in which it happened.

And Howell’s brother, Pat How-

net and raked in Casas’ family, ell, now a chief deputy at the Sher-

friends, girlfriends and enemies.

Then they came up with Flores.

From his family and associates,

) | Foster said, police learned that
him that he felt like it was the hu- | (. 10» POU

Casas drove to some friends’ house

where, covered in blood, he told

them that he had killed a police of-

ficer and needed money to get

away.

iff's Department, kept a constant
vigil with detectives. T

“Pat was a driving forfe in all of
this,”” Johnson said. “Pat kept in
touch with us weekly, if not daily.”

For Foster, interest in catching
Casas was more personal. He and
his brother grew up with the How-
ell brothers in Fort Worth.

®




In 1988, prosecutors filed an ex-
tradition request with the Office of
International Affairs of the U.S.

Department of Justice to start pro-
ceedings against Casas.

Four years later, prosecutors
learned that the request hadn’t
been submitted to the Mexican
government because of “‘some dif-
ficulties due to the translations,”
Foran said.

‘ “Apparently, the extradition re-
quest had not been fruitful and we
decided in February 1994 that we
would proceed with an Article 4 re-
quest,” he said, referring to a provi-
sion in Mexico’s law that allows fu-
gitives to be prosecuted in that
country for a foreign offense.

,Mexico traditionally will not
send ‘fugitives back to face trial in
other nations if they face the death
penalty.

“We spent all day in the bar just

- to see if he’d come in,” Ladd said.

At the end of 1993, Foster began |

pushing for a revitalized task force

that would reinvestigate the case.
“We reinvented the wheel and

went back to everyone we’d talked

with before and talked to them
again,” said Johnson, who last
week sat down with Foster, De
Leon and Ladd, a Fort Worth po-

lice major-case detective, to talk

about the search in the “war room”

~ where maps and photographs still
dot the walls.

The new task force included of-

ficers and agents from law enforce-

“We figured we’ve tried everything
else, maybe we’ll get some good
old-fashioned luck Hy

T HEIR LUCK FINALLY
came in the form of Gary F.
Lachman. i

A Dallas County sheriff’s deputy
 for 22 years, Lachman specializes in
 finding fugitives who have fled the
United States, and in the past two |
years he has forged a productive |

working relationship with law en-'
- forcement officers and officials m
- Mexico.

“They have the same problems.
They have fugitives, too,” said
Lachman, 52. “If it goes to the nor-
mal channels, it won’t fly. It’s net-
working on a one-to-one basis.”

Although Lachman was a mere
32 miles away, it wasn’t until Foster
talked with an Interpol official in
' Mexico that he learned of the Dal-
las investigator’s existence.

“He told me, ‘You got one of the
best fugitive guys in the Southwest,
if not the United States, up there,’
Foster recalled. “He said we need-
ed to get in touch with Gary Lach-
man.” '

On April 25, Foster asked Lach-
man for help. Lachman agreed to
take a case file with him on an al-
ready scheduled trip to Mexico

ment agencies across the spectrum, |

including the FBI, DEA and Im- |

migration and Naturalization Ser-
vice. ;

“We had 30 people on the task
force full time for 60 days,” De
Leon said.

“If anyone even said they knew
Casas, we were on them,” Ladd
said. ““We jumped on anything that
was anything.”

Occasionally, they thought that

-

the tips were going to pay off. But |

none did.

“When you got your lowest, you
resigned yourself that you’d never
catch him,” De Leon said.

At least a dozen trips were made

to Laredo — an area which con- ’

tinually cropped up as Casas’ hid-
ing place — and tips also sent them |
to others parts of the U.S.-Mexico

border to watch roadside parks, gas'|

stations, grocery stores, carwashes I
and even a place called The Casas |
Bar.

ican Attorney General Antonio
Lozano Gracia.

On April 29, Lachman handed

| over the case file to Mexican of-

ficials, and by June 2, an elite unit

had located Casas in Nuevo Lar-
edo, Foster said.

“He’d grown up . .

photo we had.”

couldn’t see any of his tattoos —

“Grim Reaper” on his upper right |

“arm, “Virgin Mary” on his left arm.

City. Lachman told Foster that he |
would ask for some help from Mex- |

of Mexico’s Federal Judicial Pohce was present when Howell was shot!

The Mexican federal police said
- Casas always wore a shirt, so they |

He had been seen several times, but |

‘ always with a crowd, Foster said.
Also, the man Mexican police |
had pegged as Casas was a street’

person, not someone of whom leg-
ends are made. He had no visible -
source of income other than totmg !

S-gallon buckets of soapy water to,
‘wash cars with, Foster smd.,

‘i.

Finally, the Mexican police
swarmed Casas at the abandoned
apartment where he slept and ar-
rested him. Casas told them, Foster
said, that he had been living on the

- streets and had been off drugs for

The arrest and theend

| some time.

An FBI agent stationed in Lar-
edo made the positive 1dent1f1-|

. cation of Casas, who at some point

| career and my life .

had tried to disguise some of his
tattoos He had a panther tattooed
over the “Casas” tattoo on his
stomach, and had a parrot tattooed'

;| over the “Ricky” tattoo on his leg,

Foran said.
/“The people in Mexico did what
they were -asked to do,” said Lach-|

| ;ﬁan who lauded the Mexican at-.

‘ |

'can find the weak link, and there’s

rney general’s office, particularly,
' the regional attaché in San Anto-
nio, Jose Luis Cervantes Martinez. |

| “Everyone is chaseable. If you

always a weak link, you’ve got

them,” Lachman said.
When Foster got the first phone

call June 7, signaling the end of a

case that consumed ““10 years of my
. I had a big
old lump in my throat to be honest
with you.” '

The second phone (.all came
from Pat Howell.

“I asked him if he’d heard that
they had Casas and he said he’'d
heard,” Foster said. “Then there

. was just a silence. What can you
[say?i.

As other investigators learned of
the arrest, they gravitated toward

- the war room and waited cautlously

for word that Casas had been posx,

tively identified.

- Casas began talking to Mexxcan
investigators, telling them that hé

but that Flores was responsnble fot

‘j the slaying.
“He had changed so much, they
kept him under surveillance to |
| make sure it was him,” Foster said.
. he didn’t look '
 anything like the age-enhancement |

|

As he gave more details of the
slaying, they knew that they had the
right person.

“We’d had so many look-ahkes
and been up and down so many

| tupes It was an emotional roller

coaster,” Johnson said.

“I woke up at 4 a.m. Saturday
and reahzed that the chase was
over.”
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Monday, June 17, 1996 *
Walter E. Caywood

FORT WORTH — Walter E. Caywood
Sr,, 49, a law enforce- g
ment jailer, died Sun-
day in Fort Worth,

Funeral: 11 a.m..
| : at Green-
wood Funeral Home. ¥
Entombment: Green-

Mr. Caywood was bomn Dec. 23, 1946,
in Columbia, S.C. '

He worked for the Tarrant County
Sheriff's Department for 16 years. He
served in the Army during the Vietnam
era. He was a member of Elks Club and

Survivors: Three sons, Pat Caywood

Wit £ Gaywood s o o e

City; two daughters, Elizabeth Buck of
Paradise, Betty Jay Vigiano of South
Carolina; three brothers, Wesley Cay-
wood of Fort Worth, George of
South Carolina and M.L. McCormack of
South Carolina; three sisters, Helen Pip-
pin of Fort Worth, Betty Ray Frick of II-
linois and Sara Sharpe of South Carolina;
six grandchildren; several nieces and
nephews; and several great-nieces and .
great-nephews. !
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Constable,

sheriff feud
over citations

By JACK DOUGLAS JR.
' Star-Telegram Staff Writer

“4ORT WORTH — Pct. 5 Con-
stable Jim Palmer says he is tired of
“chasing” Sheriff David Williams
around town to serve legal papers
to the sheriff.

Williams says he is not running
from anyone.

‘I there were a chase, it would
amount to little more than an el-
evator ride and a walk down the
hall.

Both men have their main offices
in the old Criminal Courts Building
at.300 W. Belknap St. in downtown
Fort Worth, with Williams on the
first floor and Palmer on the third.

" Palmer said yesterday that Wil-
liams and his staff are “‘less than co-
operative” whenever a deputy con-
stable attempts to hand-deliver
routine court citations to the sher-
iff. According to Palmer, that slows
down the state-required process of
personally notifying someone when
they. have been named as a defen-
dant in a lawsuit.

In Texas, sheriffs and other top
law enforcement officers are fre-
quently sued, often by prisoners
who feel they have been mistreated
or by errant motorists who have a

‘beef with a traffic cop. Constables

and deputy constables are often re-
quired to deliver notification of
those lawsuits.

‘Palmer said his deputies have re-
peatedly been turned away when
they have gone to the third floor to
deliver a court citation to Williams.
Usually, they are told that the sher-

iff is not in, forcing them to go look -

for him, according to the constable.
-Sometimes it takes two or three
weeks to serve Williams with court
papers, Palmer said. ‘
“We have better things to do
than chase the sheriff around,” said

Palmer, adding, “‘We're used to

people hiding from us. I just don’t
think it should be the sheriff of the
countv.” b

‘Williams said he is not attempt-
ing to duck anyone. But he is usu-
ally, busy with administrative mat-
ters; he said, and he often leaves or-
ders that he is not to be disturbed.

_The sheriff said he does not have
time to personally accept every
court summons delivered to him.
“Jt would be really wonderful if I
could just open up the doors and let
people walk in, but we would never
getany work done,” Williams said.

-He said he has offered to desig-
nate another sheriff’s department
official to accept the court papers.
The county’s seven other con-
stables have agreed to do so, but
Palmer has declined the offer, the
sheriff said. -

jPalmEr said he is bound by law to
deliver court citations directly to
the people named as defendants.
‘Williams disagrees.

“Marvin Collins, chief of the civil
division of the Tarrant County Dis-
triet Attorney’s Office, said cita-
tions and legal summons are usu-
ally delivered directly to the people
named in the papers, but he added
that there are special exceptions.

:But, Collins said, “No one who is
being sued or who thinks he’s being
sued has a duty to make it easy” for
the process server. :

_The breaking point for Palmer
and Williams apparently came last
week when a prisoner charged with
assault and theft filed a lawsuit, al-
leging that he was subjected to
“cruel and unusual punis ent” in
jail because he had been’bitten on
the hand by a spider.
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? BY JOHN GONZALEZ

Star-Telegram Austin Bureau
AUSTIN — Those who predicted that
- mayhem would be the result of Texans carry-
ing concealed handguns have been proven
wrong, Tarrant County Sheriff David Wil-
liams told lawmakers yesterday.

- Law enforcement agencies have seen few

Williams said.

ﬁcials.testiﬁed that out of 23 reported inci-
dents in which permit holders fired shots, 15
licensees were
offenses, ranging from murder to technical
violations. i ;

Since permits became valid Jan. 1, there

RSP S e

arrested and eharged with 19

Gun-law fears are unfounde.
Tarrant County sheriff say:

problems associated with concealed. hand-
gun permits during the more than sixmonths
they have been available, Williams and other
officers told members of the House Public
Safety Committee, =~ Mhiserin omba o1
“As we had seen in other states and had
predicted would occur in Texas, all the fears
of the naysayers have not come to fruition,”

i

M P gy héve been at least ty ' homicides, two sui-
“Texas Department'ofﬁPﬁblié?Saféty of- les and th S e o

- cides and three woundings involving permit
holders. At least 67 shots have been fired,
said DPS Lt. Col. Dudley Thomas. But a tar-

- get shooter in-a Garland park harmlessly
squeezed off 40 of them. Lt R

A Dallas homicide after a traffic mishap
(More on GUNS on Page11)

Guns

From Page 1

As a result of the 40 shots fired
Feb. 11 in a Garland park, a 57-
year-old target shooter’s two pis-
tols were confiscated and his permit |
will be revoked for shooting inside

i

%vas ruled justifiable by a grand
jJury, and a fatal shooting in Hous-
n remains under investigation,

ficials said.

i Of the three woundings re-

rded, two occurred in homes and
4 third in a business. Although per-
mit_holders were involved, home
and business owners are not re-
ed-carry
at their

quirpd to have a con

As . ¢ :
jpermit to possess a gun
home or business.

a city, Thomas said.

In Chambers County, nine shots
were fired at tin cans in a munici-
pality, resulting in another special
police report to DPS as required by |
the gun law. it

Williams said, ““A lot of the crit-
ics argued that the law-abiding citi-
zens couldn’t be trusted, nor were
they responsible enough to avoid
shooting a stranger over a minor
traffi¢ dispute. But the facts do |
speak for themselves. None of

of-




these horror stories have matenal-

‘lzed,.

Reps. Bill Car er, R-Fort Worth,
and Ray Allen, R-Grand Prairie,

Ofﬁclais salﬂ that thh more than - who serve on a subcommittee over-

82,000 permits in C}rculatlon, gun- seeing the new law, said they are
play has been minimal. However, well aware of complaints about the
the law’s positive effect on public application process, especially dur-

safety isimpossible to measure.
Thomas said the DPS issued 338

ing start-up.
They plan to submit several tech-

licenses a day last month. He added nical changes to the law in 1997 and

‘that snafus in the application pro- may seek to clarify the list of places
‘cess have been reduced, but that where guns may and may not be
some requests still get hung up on carried.

legal questions. Nearly 500 applica-

“There will be some modifica-

_tions have been denied for two tions,” Carter said. “We need to
common reasons: criminal convic-  settle the constitutional issue that
tions and deferred adjudications in  it’s the place of the Legislature, and
‘the wpplicants’ past, or delinquent the Leglsm‘nre alone, to decide

taxes, Thomas said.

Sheriff
requests

adrug
division * ;-q

Commnssxoner balk,sh,
at additional funds:- .,‘j

BY BOB MAHLBURG .f,.;i wl
. Star-Telegram Staff Writer = " °
Tarrant County Sheriff D v;ff
Williams, who has added d
sniffing dogs, surplus hehcopt

'.{

- office in the past three years, iy
pushing to establish a formal Q-J
officer *‘Special Operations

and repeat criminal offenders. ;.-
The sheriff’s request to tranyf |
14 staffers to the special’ dm%;
and to buy new furniture &
equipment for them drew fire
' terday from County Cm:nnssmx;er
Bob Hampton of Hurst. N5
The proposal for’the special 0;5- A
erations command comes on J,he,- i
heels of the Republican shenff’s» !
plan to boost his budget by 20 | pgr
cent. On Monday Williams. sca,lpd
back that proposal, droppmg a regy;
quest for 110 new jobs, after even__
his strongest supporters, such as
Commissioner J.D. Johnson, s#id®
taxpavers can't afford it. 3.3

£

i F

officérs from five Sheriff’s Depatt’

and a SWAT team to the shem' it

mand” to investigate drug dealg .gnj ‘

1 |

where guns can be carried.”

Williams’ current $41 milifon”  Ramsey said that he could no
budget accounts for nearly ones i  timate how much money woul bé,
 quarter of county spending. [+ needed for the division, but thé,t i.t

Maj. Scott Ramsey, the she;;fg ;. would need money for furmtl.irq’
director of financial services, sajd;; and equipment.
the proposed special operations 7 Since taking the agency’s rems m )
vision would target illegal drugig:; 1992, the sheriff has acqm;e
tivity and violent criminals W“ souped-up Camaros and subrpa’ h
have committed at least thrceﬁaf‘,.!J chine guns for a tactical WeapOns "
fenses. !\ g ,_:flf 15 team, bolstering his deputies’ ;ﬁ’{" £

The commissioners accepgag j, ties as law officers over their tradi-

" Hampton’s. proposal to consider; tional role as jailers. Along the Way,,,‘

the request as part of their bmt;,, the sheriff has come under fi e,

deliberations. ' from Hampton and other “Xnd .
Ramsey said the unit has oper- | who say  he is too enamored of

ated informally for 18 months. ' 11,47 enforcement hardware.

‘The unit would mcorporate. 14 | Williams has consistently s a;“
that he ran for sheriff on a pla

of aggresswe law enforcement ﬁ‘p

§ e
that that’s ; what voters want. ,4_:"{

{D

-.4..7

g

ment divisions, he said. The plg A
originally called for two new 0Si:
tions, but that was dropped a 3"‘ -
commissioners objected, he said, ., o ",’
Hampton questloned whe e,g
the sheriff’s drug m‘vesugatpfg’ e
would work only in unlncorpor {i (},w,
areas of the county, or in citi
where Hampton said they wdulé“ A
duplicate the work of police. '; i :
" “The sheriff sees the need to sé
some of that [drug] activity mves
gated that's not necessarily in umﬁg '
corporated areas,” Ramsey said.
a later interview, Ramsey said tj{a,t
the plan had not been chscusse
with Fort Worth Police Chief :
mas Windham and that he did’ h £
know if Windham supportsit. =
Hampton said, ‘‘We’re. being
asked to create a task force that.
we're going to devote a lot'of
money to and I don’t see the nee
Five years ago, under a dtffﬁf !
sheriff, we decided that a sep
drug task force was unwarranted.” .



' Drug-Fighting Dreams

T ARRANT COUNTY Sheriff David Williams apparently
fancies himself as the scourge of drug traffickers in the county,
1() only he can get a reluctant Commissioners Court to finance
his newest proposed commando squad.

- Williams, whose penchant for military-style firepower has
become legend, wants to create a 14-person Special Operations
Command to take on narcotics dealers and repeat drug offenders.

. The proposed narc squad would supplement the drug-sniffing
dogs, the SWAT team, helicopters and supercharged squad cars
added by the sheriff to the department’s crime-fighting arsenal
sﬁ\ce he took office three years ago.

. Maybe Williams finds his primary duties (running the;a:lpmp-
: enly and efficiently serving writs) to be less exciting than donning
commando garb and deploying high-tech gear to chase criminals.

“ Too bad. Better that he be bored while doing his job than
burden Tarrant taxpayers with paying the tab to support his
cpstly “Rambo” fancasnes At ease, sheriff. i

|
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BY KRISTIN N. SULLIVAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

EULESS — The race for Tarrant
County sheriff heated up a notch
'yesterday when Democratic candi-
date W.F, “Bill”” McLendon sharp-
ly criticized the performance of the
Republican incumbent, saying he
has unnecessarily increased admin-
istrative staff and inflated his role

as an urban county sheriff. .

At a news conference for the
“grand opening” of his campaign,
McLendon accused Sheriff David

e Opr onent accuses Tarrant sheriff
of cronyism, bad management

Williams and his administration of
cronyism and said the Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department has
been poorly managed.

“Everybody just has a sense that
there is something wrong in the
Sheriff’s Department,” McLendon
said. ““If the Sheriff’s Department
was in the private sector and if the
sheriff was a CEO of a corporation,
the board of directors would have
fired David Williams years ago.”

Williams was not available to re-
spond, said James Skidmore, a
spokesman for the sheriff’s re-

~ Democratic challenger W.F. McLendon says GOP
Sheriff David Williams has overstaffed administration
and inflated his role in an urban county.

election campaign and a com-
mander in the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

“It’s obviously political rheto-
ric,” Skidmore said.

Gesturing with a white binder of
newspaper clippings, McLendon
said it contained “‘a chronicle of the
faux pas and fiascoes” of Williams’

he’s never around,” Carpenter
said. “I'm unhappy that he hasn’t
had an open-door pol icy.”

“We won’t have any doors,”
McLendon said.

McLendon, 42, of Euless, has
been on the city’s police force for
23 years. He is a former com-
mander of a Northeast Tarrant
County narcotics task force. ;

- He pledged to appoint a nonpar-
tisan committee to study the “real
role a Sheriff’'s Department should
play in an urban county.” Asserting

administration.

Former Sheriff Don Carpenter, a
Republican, attended the event in a
Euless office park to say he is back-
ing McLendon, a Euless police lieu-
tenant, in the Nov. 5 election.

“I've had too many phone calls
from employees saying they can’t
get in touch with Williams, saying

that Williams has presided over the
highest turnover rate ever among
sheriff’s deputies, he pledged to
start .an educational training and
professional development program
for employees.

McLendon said he would
streamline the department by ¢ut-
ting the “fat” from the commind
staff.

“There are too many chiefs and’
notenough Indians,” he said.

Staff writer Jack Douglas Jr.
contributed to this report.

ol
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Felons freed in iparole confusion

; i BYJACKDOUGL JR

{

poy B Star-Telegram Staff Writer

. FORT WORTH — A convicted
knl' ler is among several criminals re-

leaised from the Tarrant County Jail
du ring the past two months because
of a bureaucratic squabble between

sta«te and local officials over how to

ke.ep parole vrolators behind bars.

- County officials aren’t sure how
maqny felons are on the streets be-

cat hse of thé confusmn

They also want 10 days’ notice be-
fore the prisoner is released so they
can execute an arrest warrant or
opt to drop it. ‘ ;

The problem is that many ]anlers
including those in Tarrant County
and at the Travis County Jail in
Austin, are balking at the proce-
dure, saying they don’t think it’s

- legal to hold prisoners only on the

detainer.

In Dallas and in Houston, county
jail administrators say they also
question whether the changes are
legal. But they said they are reluc-
tantly doing what the parole divi-
sion has asked — for now — until
the constitutional merits of the
rules are tested in court.

“We have not gotten into a situa-
tion where we’'ve had to release
somebody, but we've gone down to
the wire pretty routinely ... and
we're on the verge of releasing peo-
ple,” said Capt. Don McWilliams
with the Harris County Jail, the
largest county lockup in the state.

Melinda Bozarth, director of the
Texas Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Parole Division, said the
changes were made in an attempt
to streamline the state’s handling of

‘parole violators and to weed out

cases in which local and state au-
thorities duplicate the processmg of
new pnsoners

““What we're doing is «onsistent
with what ‘the feds do, and what
* other states do,” Bozarth said, add-
ing, “It’s srmpler ﬁhd lf‘s ultimately
quicker.”

‘State and lgga} ,pr ﬁnfprce‘ment
officials said ﬂey arer&ncerned

A killer is arnong several
Tarrant cr}gﬂnals released
_in a bureaucratic squabble

“I don’t have an exact count. I
“ would have to guess at this point . .
probably 10 to 12,” said Cmdr
James Skidmore, a tOp supervisor
at the county jail. -

At issueis a change in state pa-
role rules. in the past, the state

that other prisoners, including kill-
ers and child molesters who have
violated the terms of their parole,
could be released if the debate is
not settled soon.

Bozarth said that the policy fits
the ‘legal parameters of a recent
U.S. Supreme Court ruling, and
that the Texas Attorney General’s
office examined the procedures be-
fore they went into effect.

‘But Attorney General Dan Mo-
rales said he was not aware of the
changes until the Star-Telegram
asked him about them last week.

Morales questioned whether the
changes should have been made
without the participation of the
Legislature.

- “Clearly, I think the prospects
for parole violators being able to

““For us to incarcerate
an individual in the jatl
for. .. 10 days while
we’re waiting for an ac-
tual arrest warrant. . .
would be false imprison-
ment.”’

— James Skidmore
supervisor at the Tarrant County Jail

essentially fall through the cracks in
a system such as this is very trouble-
some,”” Morales said.

I think the Legislature would
.come to the same conclusion. My
sense is that the Leglslature would
consider it a real priority,” he said.

served an arrest warrant when it

learned that a suspected parole vio-
lator had committed another crime
and was in police custody. The sus-
pect would be held simultaneously
on the local and state charges.

But in a cmrtroversral policy
change, the role d1v1sxon began
asking loca s July 1 to hold
those prrson on ‘‘detainers”’
rather than on tradmonal warrants,

- (More on PROBATION on Page 7).

Skidmore, with the Tarrant

- County Jail, said it is not feasible to

- warn the parole division 10 days be-
fore a prisoner is to be released.

“For us to incarcerate an indi-

1vidual in the+jail for ... 10 days

- while we’re waiting for an actual ar-
rest warrant . . . would be false im-
prisonment,” he said.

He said the county was forced to
release seven prisoners in early
July, including a man who beat and
strangled his wife, because parole

officials wouldn’t execute arrest
warrants. The convicted killer re-
mained at large at week’s end.

Skidmore said he did not know
the specifics of each of the freed
prisoners’ convictions.

But among them was Sammie
Lee Johnson, 56.

Johnson’s crimes on July 6 were
small. He was standing under the
dim street lights in the 5600 block
of East Lancaster Avenue in Fort
Worth when he took a swig of beer.

A policeman watched, inquired,
and found what was described as a
crack cocaine pipe in Johnson’s
back pocket.

The officer wrote two tickets,
one citing Johnson for drinking in a
public place and the other for pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.

A routine police check revealed
that Johnson was a wanted fugitive.

On Oct. 24, 1982, Johnson and
his wife, Bobbie Jean, began to
fight at their home in thtlefleld in
West Texas. She slapped him. He
beat and strangled her.

He was convicted of murder, and
entered the state prison system on
‘April 6, 1983 to begin a 15-year sen-

tence. H was paro)ed on g&ﬁ’}fg

& Ll kA
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ﬁ‘n?cmgw mm
| ‘;‘f I WH cted of deliv-
ery of coc is parole on the
murder coﬁmxfuon was revoked
and he was returned to ‘prison on
July 13, 1993, to comple;c his sen-
tence and begin serving a five-year

term for drug trafficking.

He was paroled again on Oct. 31,
| 1995, d,ordered to stay at Esmor
" Correctional Services, a halfway
house at 600 N. Henderson St.,
. near downtown Fort Worth.

On Jan. 7, he walked away and |
- did not return. ,

According to a police report |
‘Johnson was booked into the coun-
ty jail in July for repeatedly violat-
ing the terms of his parole. But
‘'when Tarrant County did not re- |
ceive an arrest warrant from the
state parole division, Johnson was
released on July 18, 12 days after he
was picked up.

“*Booked in error” is the way
county records describe Johnson's
latest stay behind bars.

Bozarth, the state’s parole divi-

J

sion director, said a breakdown in |
communications contributed to |

Johnson’s release. She said a de-
tainer was issued for the parole vio-
lator only after Tarrant County of-
ficials said he was in jail on charges
of possession of a controlled sub-
stance, a felony.

Sne said Tarrant County au-
thorities never indicated that the
drug charge against Johnson was a
Class C misdemeanor, which is as
easy to dispose of as a traffic ticket,
and “they did not call my staff be-
fore they released him.”

Skidmore gave a different ac-
count of what happened. He said
his «taff met with local parole offic-
ers on July 16, two days before
Joh1son’s release, to warn them
that Johnson and six other parole
viol itors would be freed if the state
parc le division did not immediately
exec ute valid arrest warrants.

S‘ -where is Johnson now? ‘

* ¥ho knows,” said Bozarth.
“Hopefully, somebody else wnll
find him and arrest him' agam i




Tarrant Jall 1nrnate 29, dies
| after apparent heart attack

CHAEL S. LE
ar-Telegram Staff Wme

FORT WékTH 22 An'in-

mate died yesgprday' of an appar-

ent heart attack after being re-
strained for about four hours at
~the Tarrant County Jail, authorl-
¢ tiesBaidy £ g

Kenneth Aaron Peterson, 29
of Fort Worth, was brought to
the Jaxl about 10:30 a.m. by For-
est Hill police after being ar-
~rested on an outstandmg war-
 rant for possession of marijuana,
- Cmdr. James Skidmore,
Sheriff’s Department spokes-
man, said last night. 5

Peterson stopped breathmg
about 2:45 p.m. and died in the
emergency room at John Peter '
- Smith Hospital at 3:52 p.m. The

prehmmary cause of death 19‘
heart attack brought on by p%m
s:ble drug use, Skidmore said. - |
" Before his heart stopped, -
Peterson had spent about t‘d’ui‘*g
hours strapped to a backboauf
and padded with towels because
he was behaving violently, Skid:
more said. He was already in re-
straints when he was brought in
by Foresf Hill officers, and dep-
uties struggled to get him into
the jail’s set of restraints. g5.1
Because he was unable to an-,.
swer questions in the bookmﬁu
area, Peterson was placed ut*i
nearby holding cell on the se¢-"
ond floor of the main jail at 100 -
N. Lamar St., Skidmore said, '
and deputies and medical stat‘f 8
checked htm every 15 mmute,s

PIW
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Bud Kennedy
[COMMENTARY |
Who’s minding
the fiscal store
at courthouse?
W hat is going on at the county

courthouse?
What is going on with our
money?

What is going on when our
hospital manager quits, and we find <
out trustees were paying him
$194,400 a year — more than a
member of Congress and almost as
much as President Clinton?

What is going on when our
sheriff wants to spend 62 percent
more than the last sheriff spent four

years ago — when crime was much
worse?

And what is going on when our
sheriff won’t keep parole violators
in jail?

What is going on when our
county judge and commissioners
stall proposals to improve the
white-elephant convention hall?

What is going on, anyway, with. .
Sheriff David Williams, the -
hospital board and the county
commissioners?

And one very big qucstlon

These big spenders are |

Republicans?!

fought|
the end ofhnsregma First, he

persuaded ~_ :

partnerin 0, r‘hospltal —
cutting w. a;:d sa\hng tdtx
money. ﬁgh %5
You'd iloms ur ob,f
if you made $744 a day VQ d &
Hardy Murphy the kosmtal
ch%uman working to corral a|
runaway ureaucracy, was honest
but charitable: ‘Llak?any iR
executive,’ heSaxdyestetday “Tim

i e ’,.-; |
T Phnlpot S oontract-Peomng 4§

an estimated $350,000 more,
That’s a gooqargument for
renting out the county

That’s only hb.late‘st‘fegtpcn'sa:vé 15 ;
urthouse, where

news from th

dldn t havesg{ortscars, kﬁ@p

or drug dogs. He did only th ¥
Jome?:fs Jaﬂg"l:l(’:g_ebm

away onlywm the jail was full.
Today, Willj; fréisfclony par“okv
violators — including one
convicted murderer — because his
deputies don’t like state arrest
paperwork.-
And the old convention hall is a
money hole. That'd change if the
\rlmgton-dommated
,ommnssxoners Court would tell
‘ort Worth to rent it and run it /
That’s the same Commissioners -
‘ourt that sets its own salary:
1,623 a week.

For that kind of pay, they should
now what’s gomg on».

W

oy
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It was at that tnmdthat 1
role officers began asking
jail officials across the stat
parole v1olat0rs on ““det

warrants, also known as “bl,
rants.” ;

. tice Parole Division, said"
change was needed to strean
the processing of criminals who had
violated the terms of their parole.

However, in Tarrant County and

" in other areas of the state, jailers
said they did not believe that the
so-called detainers gave them
authority to hold a prisoner. In Tar-
rant County, prisoners were re-

State county 'spat:'
had led to relez

BY JACK DOUGLAS JR leased when the state declined td

Star Telegram Statf Well produce the actual arrest warrant.
FORT WORTH — : Savala Swanson, chief d@put
County Jail officials said yester over the Tarrant County Jail, said

the matter was settled last week
‘when parole officials, in their re:
quest to hold a prisoner, began is-
‘suing a copy of the arrest warrant
along with the detainer. |
(More on PAROLE on Page 8)

that they are close to resol
spat with the state on how
dle the mcarccratlon of P
lators.
About a dozen cmmnals,
“ing a convicted killer, hav
leased from the jail since |
agreement began in early Ji

Euless offers winning bid for decrepit inn

arole

e From Page 1

{ , The state parole dxvxsxon had ini-
5 éally asked Tarrant County of-
cials to give them 10 days notice

g before they release a prisoner. That
|time was needed, state officials
L:nd so they could deci[de whether
actually execute a warrant or opt

R ~

]

to withdraw it.

Now, the state is only askmg for
72 hours advance notlce Bozarth
said.

Swanson said he is optumstxc that
the matter is being resolved.

- Bozarth agreed. “I think we're Star-Telegram / OLAF GROWALD
on the road to settling our difficul- Tarrant County sheriff’s Sgt. H.W. Spaugh opens bid-
ties,”” she said. “We’ve made ding for the former Western Hills Inn in Euless yester-
_progress. We are. not uite where day at the county courthouse in downtown Fort Worth.
we want to be, but we’re closer than Euless, the only bidder for the decrepit but once fuh-

we were before,” Bozarth said. - ionable resort, purchased the  property.
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Detergent-laced |
. . TR, L T e
Tarrant inmates
- Sas SN St e
" FORT WORTH — The dessert
listed on the Friday evening dinner
menu at the Tarrant County Jail
\i/ai lemon cake. What ‘prisoners '

|
ik |

gotiwas lemon surprise.

bout 100 inmates suffered from
nausea, stomach cramps and vomit-
ing after feasting on the pastry,
which was somehow contaminated
with a lemon-scented detergent,

said Lt. John M. Dalton, a Tarrant:

County Sheriff's Department
spokesman.
- ““‘We are not sure how the deter-

gent got into the cake,”” Dalton

said. ““That’s being investigated
~ I (More on JAIL on Page 2)

Jailig

£ a0 ‘i”roniPageli

- now.” !

No one in the 3,200-inmate pop-
ulation is responsible for preparing
the cake; however, some were in-
volved in serving it. The county
jail’s food service is contracted by
Mid-State Services, a private Fort
Worth food company, Dalton said.

No one from Mid-State could be
reached to comment yesterday.

The evening meal was serv.ed
about 4:30 p.m. Somefof tll)lg in-
mates had complained of smelling a
detergent odor in the cake. Then
about an hour later, the bellyaches

began. ‘
§ah:lily daughter said she toqk a

bite of the cake

and then spit it
" right out,” smdmyxs:‘“m
ﬁ .w,ﬂ‘

about her 23-year-old daughter,
who has been in the jail since Au-
gust. “She told me it smelled like
insecticide.” e TR {*’%
The Fort Worth woman said her
daughter told her that the incident
caused confusion. ‘“‘She told me

" that they shut down the phones,

turned off all of the televisions and
shut down the visiting,”” Haines ‘
said. “They were running around
with walkie-talkies and plastic trash
Dags™: i e :
The on-site medical personnel

- were kept busy for hours attending

to the sick prisoners. "l;_he__'eounty
described the cleaning solution as a
mild detergent. None of the sick-
nesses was life-threatening. -

i

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1996

'Law officers to compete in rodeo

The Stockyards event will
benefit the Autistic
‘Treatment Center.
BY VERONICA PUENTE
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — This week-
end, Tarrant County Deputy Sher-
iff Michael Reusch will be fending
off more than just lawbreakers.

Together with two fellow law of-
ficers, he will take on several three-

~man teams, not to mention a wild
bucking horse, in a match sure to
fproduce mounting suspense.

“I always wanted to do this,”
said Reusch, 30, who is nurturing a
broken left leg from a July rodeo
ride. -

Reusch is one of about 80 law of-
ficers from across the state ex-
pected to compete in Saturday’s
Showdown in Cowtown rodeo at
the Cowtown Coliseum in the
Stockyards. The main event will

gin at 8 p.m., and the two-man |
calf tie, junior barrel and goat-tying

events will be from 2 to 4 p.m.

Admission to the early competi-
tion is $4 for adults and $2 for chil-
dren, 12 to 6. Tickets for the main
event range from $5 to $18 and can
be purchased at the Coliseum.

All proceeds will benefit the Dal-
las-based Autistic Treatment Cen-
ter, a nonprofit organization that

provides education and treatment
- for Metroplex children and adults
who are autistic and/or develop-

mentally disabled.

Jimmy Ferguson, president of
the Fort Worth Police Officers
Rodeo Association, said the rodeo
is part of the 10-rodeo circuit spon-

sored by the Texas Law Enforce-

ment Rodeo Association. The Fort

Worth group, which has held simi-
lar rodeos to raise money for local
mounted police, is handling the
event. - {IEis g

“It’s just a hobby for all the of-
ficers involved,” said Ferguson, a
Fort Worth police officer who with
his own team will compete against
Reusch in the wild horse event.

Ferguson said police officers, jail

- acontestant than as

‘Nichols, a narcotics officer with the -

guards, Texas Rangers and other
law officers will compete in events
such as calf roping, team roping,
ribbon roping, barrel racing and
chute dogging, in which a steer
races out of a chute and a contes-
tant has 20 seconds to knock him to
the ground.

Reusch, an 11-year Sheriff’s
Department veteran who became
involved with rodeos about four

. years ago, said the police rodeo

stirs up childhood memories of vis- |
its to the Stock Sh)w. "

“It was pretty fun while you were
a kid,” said Reusch, 30, adding that
he always pictured himself

Reusch aid he's looking forw:
to attending basically because “it's
fun and you meet different people
and different officers.” His two |
teammates will be Bruce Morgan,a |
sergeant with the Burnet County |
Sheriff’s Department, and Brent

Marble Falls Police Department. = |
For more information about the |
event, call 871-8853. L
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: Sheriff wéandidates |
tout achlevements

BY JACK DOUGLAS JR.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — In their first

~and possibly only televised debate,
~ Tarrant County Sheriff David Wil-
liams accused his opponent, Lt. Bill
~ McLendon, of resorting to *‘gutter
~politics,” while McLendon accused
the sheriff of running a crazy de-
~partment.
~ So when the cameras stopped
rolling and the show was over last
night, the stage appeared set for the
two men to make faces at each
‘other and leave. ;

Instead, they engaged in friendly
conversation.

“Did you have much damage
from the storm?”” Williams éasually
asked McLendon, as both
struggled to remove the mﬁro-
phone clips from their ties. |

“Oh, man,” responded McLen-
don, as he began to tell about the
destruction from Monday,’s high
‘winds and heavy rains. -

Idle chitchat aside, Williams, a
Republican, and McLendon, a
Democrat, tried to outmatch each
other on their policing accomplish-
ments during the debate, which was
sponsored by the League of
“ Women Voters of Tarrant County

' and moderated by Laynee Jones.

Williams, a former Haltom City
~ police detective, is finishing his first
& féur-year term as sheriff. McLen-
don is a lieutenant with more than

- 20 years of service wﬂ_;h W Euless

. Police Department.
" During the 30-minute debate,
- Williams repeatedly noted that

. since taking office his department

. Williams

McLendon
had quadrupled the number of peo-

‘ple picked up each year on fugitive .

arrest warrants. He also pointed to -
his efforts to expand the sheriff’s

“We’re going to cut the
fat. The sheriff’s admin-
istration is too top-heavy.
I promise to restore san-
ity to the sheriff’s depart-

ment.’’
— Lt. Bill McLendon
Democratic candidate for sheriff

‘department’s crime-fighting pro-
grams. :

“I will not be content in just run-
ning the jails,” Williams said.

The sheriff accused McLendon
of “wild exaggeration” for declar-
ing that the department was 8 way
over budget.

McLendon did not reueat
“We’re going to cut the fat. The,
sheriff’s administration is too top-
vy,” the lieutenant said. “I
promise to restore sanity to the
shmﬁ*sdepartment 2

‘Said Williams: “1 wxll not engage
in ne;gatlve, gutter pohhcs
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‘Bailif

By BARBARA POWELL
- Star-Telegram Staff Writer :
FCRT WORTH — A visiting
judge has told the Tarrant County

who referred to plaintiffs with a re-
mark considered to be an ethnic
slur during a personal injury law-
suit, sheriff’s officials said yester-
day.

Judge Maryellen Hicks declared
a mistrial Monday.

Hicks, who was trying the case in
Tarrant County’s 348th District
Court, was unavailable for com-
ment yesterday.

Those in the courtroom Monday
have confirmed that the mistrial re-
sulted from allegations that a bailiff
three times referred tg plaintiffs

=Ps ethmc slur won '+t result m CQ

Mahm Shafi and her famxly, who

are Iranian nationals, with a term
considered offensive to people of

- Middle Eastern origin.
Sheriff’'s Department she will not
file a complaint against a bailiff -

The plamtlffs have said they
overheard the Tarrant County

. Sheriff’s Department bailiff make

the remarks to a court reporter

while the attorneys for both sides

were in the judge’s chambers.

“That was definitely the reason
for the mistrial,” Jay English, at-
torney for the plaintiffs, said yester-

day.
Cmdr. James Skldmore of the

Tarrant County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment said Hicks told the internal
affairs division that she does not in-
tend to file a complaint against the
bailiff. The Sheriff’s Department
has declined to name gf:investigate

Robert L. Sikes

LAY i N iR
A’-J s

the balhff beq;use no formal do:n-
plaint has been filed. !

: “What you've got is whether 1t‘
intentional or not,” Skidmore said. -
. “She said she is satisfied that the

bailiff didn’t intentionally utter a

not done anything wrong, and she’s
not going to file a complaint about

~ his actions.” f; ‘
Shafi, an Arlmgton resndent,»and' :

her family ‘had filed a lawsuit in

1992 against the now-closed King

‘Saver grocery store in Arlington
"overm)uﬁesShaﬁsmdshemffmd

‘when she slipped on a grape in the

 store and fell. English said he will

have to ask for another court hear-
ing, which- may not be able to be

scheduled until summer. ~ 3+

EVERMAN — Robert L. “Bob” Sikes,
71, a Tarrant County sheriff's bailiff, died

_ Friday at a Fort Worth hospital.
Funeral: 10 a.m. Monday at

of

the Chimes in Laurel Land Memorial
Park of Fort Worth. Graveside service:
noon Monday in Grove Hill Cemetery in

Dallas.

Robert L. “Bob” Sikes was born July
6, 1925, in Dublin and had lived in Ever-
man for 27 years. He served 20 years in
the Air Force and was a member of Ever-
man Lodge 510, AF&AM, and Everman
chaptorG%,OrdordHhoEuhmshr.
Mr. Sikes had been a bailiff with the Tar-
rant County Sheriff's Department for 10

years. He was a Baptist.
Mr. Sikes was

son, Ronald Sikes, in 1974.

in death by a

Survivors: Wife, Bettye Sikes of Ever-

man; daughters, Donna W

and

Marilyn Sikes, both of Fort Worth; grand-
children, Ron Whitcomb, Jerry Beal, An-
gela Dawn Sikes, Christi Wooldridge,

Jennifer W

Amanda Ceat and

Katie Ceat; and 10 great-grandchildren.
Laurel Land Funeral Home of Fort Worth

7100 Crowley Road, 293-1350

racial slur. She said the bailiff had

i
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- Cmdr. James Skidmore

' Jones, who Sk;ldmore saxd had
H%suffered two heart attacks and had

- from the jail’s medical floor to
_ Peter Smith Hospital after su ermg"

.a history of d,r use, was taken
| &r égl §a ohn-

N '?1 seizure yesterday morning. He

“was s pronounced dead at 9:52 a.m.

g?. » An autopsy was pending late yes-

“;erday
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Tarrant County Sheriff David Williams, left, checks election returns
2& District Clerk Tom Wilder at the Tarrant




portion of the co |
The area 1s a conservan:v? Re-

By Jack DOUGLAS Jk.
I g: szetemm:Statther 1

" FORT WORTH — With more

than three quarters of the votes
counted Tarmm Coimj ' Sheriff
David Williams wa beginning to
relax after a swe‘ﬁompemmrane
challenger W.F. “Bill" McLendon,
aEuless police lieutenant.
t was a much closer race tban

'many observers expected

~ Atone point in the evening, w:th
between 20‘pereegt and 30 percent
of the polls reporting, McLendon i
pulled to within 2 percentage
points of the Repubhcan ‘incum-
bent. The gap between the two men
conﬂlsted of just over 5,000 votes.

But with 81 percent of the pre-
cincts counted, Williams had 55

percent of the vote to McLendon’s
45 percent. The sheriff’s Iead had

stretched to nearly 30,000 votes.
‘McLendon said he would not call
1t quits until all the votes are count-

ed. “We’re hangrng in there. .
We’re going to walt untrl the end ”
- hesaid.

Both McLendon and erhams

- said they had hoped the voters of
Northeast Tarrant County would
make them winners.

We‘g'eally think that as they

- count the polls, especially through
- Northeast Tarrant County, that gap
will close and we’ll meet them at
the fnnsh line,” McLendon said

early | in the night. He lives and
works in Euless.

However, Williams, a former
Haltom Cxty pthe detectrve is
also well known‘

the ‘northeast

no way to.

‘publican stronghold and there was
w how mahy people
voted a straight GOP ticket.

lehams said he thought the vot- .
ers in the Mid-Cities were respon-.

 sible for his pulling ahead.

|

“‘Apparently we’ve seen some
big hits from [Northeast Tarrant]
and Arlington,” he said.

Earlier, with his lead shrinking,

~ the sheriff sounded worried as he
. watched returns with his campaign

staff at a downtown Fort Worth
restaurant

“Whatever the outcome, I be-
lieve I have come in and done the
job the voters hired me to do,” Wil-
liams said.

“I've delivered 'my commitment
and exceeded expectations beyond
measure,”” he said. ! i

Williams and McLendon pa-

’ b

trolled for votes until the polls
closed in a race to decide who will
' hold the keys to'the County Jail for
the next four years.
‘With more money to work wit
and a larger campaign staff at hi
- side, Williams was favored to bea
McLendon, a veteran heutenan%
with the Euless Police Department
McLendon hinted early in the
counting that it would be difficult
to unseat the incumbent.
“Pm not overly optimistic by any
‘means, but we feel good about what
we're doing,” he said. '
erhams showed signs of want-
ing the rigors of the race to be over,
erhams said he deserves to be
re-elected because of his ac-

complishments in beefing up law'

- enforcement activities at the Sher-
iff’s Department. He also boasted
of a significant increase in the num-
ber of fugltrve warrants that the de-
partment serves.

o
(
|

McLendon countered that Wil-
liams is only attemptmg to play f-;s
percop, and that he has shirked
main responsibility of operating the
County Jail, which usually has

- more than 3,000 prisoners .

McLendon also accused Wil-
liams of cronyism and of spending
too much taxpayer money on such
things as fast patrol cars.

Neither Williams nor McLendoﬂ
is politically polished. This is
McLendon’s first race and Wll‘
liams’ second.

McLendon said that if he loses
he will turn in his badge at the Eu-
less Police Department, where he
has worked for more than 20 years,

and move with his wife and chil-

dren to the mountains of Colorado:
According to records filed with
the Tarrant County election admin-

istrator’s office, Williams has raised
‘nearly three times as much in
.money and other “in-kind” contri
_butions as McLendon has. |

i



e

C—




trémi“nrg sessmm aiid- lmckémudd;
checks are conducted. But with the - Ravenswaay said, adding, *
“longer the people are working . .

‘the greater the llkehhood for fa-

pay so low, most applicants are
lured away to other jobs before hir-

ing requirements are completed he
‘said.

- The Sheriff’s Department wants
to shorten the hiring process by

streamlmmg it, including eliminat- -

inga test that a later state examina-
tion nearly. duphg;ate..g

*1 think, reallsttcally, if we fine-

tune the system, we can get down to
five weeks," Pope said.

" During Tuesday’s re%ular ses;non
of the Tarrant Coun Commis-
sioners Court, the Shertff’s Depart-
ment is expected to ask for an in-
crea lﬂall Lwages anda change in
: gmgﬂs are hired.

' Commissioner Mam Van-
Ravenswaay said she is concerned'
about the ‘‘massive overtime’’
being expended to keep the jail up
to state standards.

,\‘The potential for: bumout is

'H““.h i i ;fﬁ‘““ .
‘certainly increas:

tigue-related errors.” ‘
For the past several weeks, about
50 inmates have been forced to

sleep on the floor each night at the.
Green Bay jail in Northeast Tar-

rant County, sheriff’s Cmdr. James
Skidmore said.
A similar problem emsted sev-

eral years ago when as many as

5,300 prisoners crowded into the
Tarrant County Jail, mainly be-
cause of a backlog of convicted
criminals destmed for state peni-
tentiaries.

Now, the state prisoners are gone
and the jail has space for 4,193 in-
mates, plenty to go around, Skid-
more said.

However, space for hundreds of
inmates remains unused in areas of

the jail that cannot be opened be-
cause of the shortage in guards, he

said.

SbsY
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Man, 26 ‘dies in Tarrant County Jail

after arrest in publlc intoxication

____ BYMICHAELS. LEE
-4 Star-Telegram Stafl Writer
FORT WORTH — A 26-year-

old man died yesterday in the Tar-
rant County Jail, apparently be-
cause of a medical problem, a Tar-

%Coumy sheriff's spokesman
' e man's name wasn't im-
me_d‘tately available because his
family had not been notified, Cmdr.
James Skidmore said.
t Worth police arrested the
| Monday on suspicion of public
cation, Skidmore said.
hadheen classified as poten-
cidal and was being held in
licide prevention unit with two
er inmates on the upper floors
he police headquarters building
0 W. Belknap St., Skidmore

nmates in that umt are.

checked every 15 minutes. |
“He appears to have suffered a

.grand mal seizure. At approximate-
“ly 3:30 a.m.. he was discovered to be

unconscious and it was determined
that he had died during the night,”
Skidmore said. *At this time the
death appears;to be of natural caus-
€St

The man'’s body was taken to the
Tarrant County Medical Exam-
iner’s Office for an autopsy. Of-
ficials there declined to comment
or to release any information about
him yesterday.

Skidmore said the man had been

treated by jail medical personnel

for delirium tremens a side effect
of alcohol use. and had been ar-

rested “‘numerous times’' since

1993 on public intoxication charges.
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® Man c;)nvic'ted of ’86 slaying
of Tarrant deputy

“Certainly, we were hoping for a higher sentence, We
do appreciate all the help the Mexico attorney general’s
office has given us, and we hope their appeal is success-
ful.”’ ;

— Robert Foran
Tarrant County assistant district attorney

T

-ii - BY KATHY SANDERS

Wy Star-Telegram Stalf Writer

FORT WORTH — Enrique
“Ricky” Moreno Casas, once the
area’s most hunted fugitive in the
1986 slaying of a Tarrant County
lawman, has been convicted in
Mexico of the killing and ordered

_foserve 18 years in a Mexican pris-
on; officials said.

Mexico does not extradite citi-
zens caught there if they could face
therdeath penalty in the United
States. But Mexican prosecutors
agreed to try Casas on behalf of the
United States “4nd Tarrant County
prosecutors.

“The maximum sentence Casas
could have received in Mexico is 50
years.

“*Certainly, we were hoping for a
higher sentence,” said Tarrant
County Assistant District Attorney

Robert Foran, who was assigned to

the case in 1994 and worked on the
case with Mexican prosecutors.

“We do appreciate all the help
the Mexico attorney general’s of-
fice has given us, and we hope their
appeal is successful,” he said.

Foran said Mexican prosecutors
appealed the Nuevo Laredo judge’s
sentence, asking for punitive dam-
ages and a longer sentence.

Casas was captured June 7 by
Mexican officials working with
local and federal law enforcement
officials from Fort Worth, ending

almost 10 years on the run. |

His billfold and identification
were found near the body of Tar-
rant County Deputy Frank Howell,
38, who had been fatally shot in
south Fort Worth on Nov. 3, 1986,
An arrest warrant for Casas was is-
sued the next day.

A man who was with Casas at the
time of the killing said Casas
opened fire on Howell when the
deputy stopped to ask the two
young men what they were doing.
Investigators said the other man
told them that as Howel] lay mor-
tally wounded, Casas stood over

| him, put the gun flush against his
- head and pulled the trigger.

Yesterday, investigators who had
worked for years tracking Casas
voiced mixed emotions over the
sentence given Casas.

“Ifit’s 18 years and day for day, I
can live with it if the Mexican high-
€r court won’t look at an appeal,”
said Bill Foster, a district attorney’s
Investigator who' worked on the
case for nine years.

“We know the prosecutors down
there were asking for the maximum
sentence, and we’re going to be
backing whatever they do to follow
through with that appeal,” he said.

Fort Worth major case Detective
John Ladd vojced disappointment
that Casas did not receive the maxi-
Mmum sentence but said, “He got 18

years in a Mexican prison and that’s
not one of my choices of stays for
I8 years, I can assure you.”
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The family quest
As a small child, I recall scampering over the
craggy wilderness of a rural countryside with my

father and brother in search of the perfect conifer-

ous evergreen for our Christmas tree.

Having made our selection from this rocky pas-
tureland of cedars — choosing one not too tall,
with several cones sprinkled throughout its broad
branches — my father was careful to make a pre-
cision cut at its base in order to afix a stand.
Homeward bound, I could scarcely wait to pull
from the closet the aging array of ornaments and
decorations collected over the years,

My mom would pause from her baking long

-enough to cﬁ;pfashwnodkemel”f corn, which my brother“
and I qui shi ingo popcorn ropes for
additional decoration. m”’ y

~

There were no lights on our tree that I recall, « -
but with the heat from the old cook stove bringing -
tothemrfaceﬂxesweetresmﬁamqfthe'
fresh-cut cedar, intermingled with the aroma of
mince pies and hot yeast rolls tempting my nos- -
trils, nothing could be more illuminating thana
child’s breathless anticipation for the dawn of that

Fort Worth:
* * * R
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and then escapes

Sla.r-'l'clegram

FORT WORTH — A prisoner in
the Tarrant County Jail gave birth:
to a baby boy yesterday and then
slipped out of custody, authorities
said.

Lori Zeigenbein, 30, was a fugi-
tive from Nebraska. She is charged
- with misusing an automated teller
machine card, Tarrant County
sheriff’s Cmdr. James Skidmore
said. Zeigenbein gave birth about
1:40 a.m. and was in a semiprivate
room on the maternity wing of
: : John Peter Smith Hospital, being
Lori Zeigenbein: Fugitive is wanted guarded by a female deputy, when
in Nebraska, she escaped. -

’b’?)’j’;’,{' TR F IOV ey wvwa
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She was apparently released ferred to the hospital were }mclear,. r
from her leg irons about 2 p.m. to  Skidmore said. Pregnant inmates
take a shower: how she eluded the are housed in a special unit in the

deputy was unclear. main jail and then tr_apsferreq to
"*We have reason to believe she  the hospital when the jail’s medical

‘may have had help. ... A person staff decides‘it is necessary.

attempted to visit her shortly be- At any given time, out of 250 to

i 5y : : 1
fore she escaped,” Skidmore said. 260 in the female population, we
Investigators were checking ad- have an average of 10 to 20 who are

dresses in Tarrant County where expecting,”” Skidmore said. *We do

 Zeigenbein has friends. have five or six [birth'f] per year.
* About a dozen deputies, assisted It'sa very normal th'mg. 5
by Fort Worth police, were search-  Zeigenbein is white, about 5 fee

i ' i ildi i 11, and weighs 1504
ing the hospital building and 7 inches tall, '
grgunds, Skidmore said. The baby ~pounds. She has blond hair and
was still in the hospital. hazel eyes. She ‘was last seen wear-
How long the woman had been. inga pink hospital hpusgcoat, bed-
in the jail and when she was trans-  room slippers and pajama bottoms.




o ;.Thursday, January 9, 1997

‘r s — A ‘
1 just want to be able to get back with my baby’

Lori Zeigenbein’s boyfriend, Rodney Short, and their son, William.

Star-Telegr

Short was arrested late last night.

Boyfriend of fugitive mom
arrested

Grapevine woman will surrender, attorney says

BY JONATHAN GREGORY
AND JOE SWICKARD
Star-Telegram Staff Writers
A Grapevine mother who has been evading
police formore than two weeks accused the
Tarrant County Sheriff's Department of ar-
resting her boyfriend yesterday to get back at
her. A sheriff’s spokesman denied the accusa-
tion. ;
Rodney Short, 28, said in an interview ear-
lier yesterday that he is the father of the baby
that Lori Zeigenbein gave birth to shortly be-

‘fore she escaped from custody at John Peter

Smith Hospital on Christmas Eve. Short was
arrested late last night on suspicion of hinder-~
ing the apprehension of a known felon, ac-
cording to a jailer. His bail was set at $25,000.

“They’re [mad] because they did things they
weren’t supposed to do [so] they arrested him
for a charge he didn’t even do,”” Zeigenbein
said in a telephone interview.

Sheriff’s spokesman James Skidmore, while
not familiar with the specifics of the arrest,
said the department wouldn’t arrest someone
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Appeal planned
- in ‘God Pod’ case
| By BOB MAHLBURG
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — A special
Christian education unit in the Tar-
~ rant County Jail nicknamed the
- “God Pod” does not violate consti-
~ tutional prohibitions against mix-
~ing church and state, a state district
~ judge has ruled. :
~ In a brief, two-page order signed
- Tuesday, 352nd District Judge
Bonnie Sudderth ruled for the
- Sheriff’s Department but gave no
- written reason for the decision.
~ Attorneys who challenged the
- “Gad Pod” on behalf of Jewish and
- Jehovah’s Witness prisoners said
they will take the case to a state ap-
~ pealscourt. .|
Li Prisoners backed by the Ameri-
- can Jewish Congress and the Amer-
. ican Civil Liberties Union sued the
county in 1993, alleging that the
~ “God Pod’’ amounts to special
treatment for Christians because
other religious groups don’t get
privileges such as religious litera-
ture and a piano to play.

County attorneys say the 48-
prisoner “Christian rehabilitation
pod” is legal because it is strictly
voluntary, gets no special public
money and does not promote a par-

ticular religions view
“1 feel vindicated,” said As-

sistant District Attorney Marvin

iff’s officials that the program is
legal.

oo 2] (3 v

far as the U.S. Supreme Court be-
7’ cause of constitutional issues in-

volved. :

“I would say this is round one
and we won round one,” Collins
. said. “We welcome the appeal. We
~ think this will help establish more
 clearly in the jurisprudence of the
| state that religious freedom in our

\ weu.”’ b iy ”.
Collins and ACLU leaders said

.

the cellblock for a purpose
‘more pious than public.

Priddy said the ““God Pod’’
amounts to publicly subsidized mis-

chaplain oversees the program.
“They administer who gets in the
program and then monitor and ¢
| control the curriculum,” he said.
. The ACLU said a booklet used '
in the “God Pod” program takes a
 strong anti-Catholic stance, calling |
a ban against priests marrying a
“doctrine of the devils.” Another
 text, the ACLU said, described
!i Mormons, Unitarians and Jeho-
' vah’s Witnesses as members of
' cults. But county officials said they
- nolonger use the booklets,
~ Priddy said, “We feel we’re 100 |
\ percent right on the law and it’s an
erroneous decision.” b4

. o}
But Collins said the special 48-
~ prisoner pods, one for men and one
- for women, provide “a win-win sit-
- uation” that aids rehabilitation and
 reduces violence. He said the pro-
- gram offers no special privileges to
' ““God Pod” prisoners beyond
| Christian reading and a calmer
~ safer environment. #
1 Reached yesterday, Sudderth
said she sees her ruling as a limited
finding. ‘ '
“It was up to me to decide if the
‘God Pod’ in that situation, in Tar-
'rant County, Texas, violates the
Constitution, and my decision is
that it did not,” Sudderth said. She

&
|

|

|

Collins, who has long advised sher-

But attorneys on both sides and

{ il ; 1" i} . ‘.:
the legal issue boils down to wheth- |~ Preme (
er the government is promoting a ~ MVOIved:
particular religious view and using ;1 ™
that i8> (XTI

Plaintiffs’ attorney Laurance d

sionary work because a tax-paid -

.‘_ﬂmh 1
Ronald Flowers, a religion profes-
sor at Texas Christian University |
and an ACLU board member;

\geri; Mishasl feoid t

- Priddy said the “God Pod” does
not allow prisoners to practice reli-
gion on an equal basis. b |
_ “If you believe in the Holy Trin- -
ity you can sign up and get a full -
course,” he said. “If you’re a Jeho-
vah’s Witness, all you can get is
one-on-one visits from a teacher
that meets youin a cubicle.” . =

~ But Collins said there aren’t
*nough Jews or Jehovah’s Witness
selievers to justify creating pods for *
aachgroup. ¢ . o



BY JOE SWICKARD
Squehgram Stafl Writer
'FORT WORTH — The new-
born that fugitive mother Lori
Zeigenbein abandoned on Christ-
as Eve when she fled sheriff’s cus-

mine and marijuana in his system,
according to the infant’s court-
pointed lawyer.

Nancy Ellen Tyler, the attorney,
4 ad litem ‘re,presen.ting the baby

dy was born with methampheta- ;

" boy’s interests in custody proceed-

ings, said that testing at John Peter
Smith Hospital was positive for the
two drugs, indicating that the moth-
er had used the substances dunng
her pregnancy.
“Obviously, this is of concern.”

Tyler said. ““But it does not pre-
clude reuniting the family. I would

like to see the mother seek and go-

&

into treatment. I would want to se
(More on FUGITIVE on Page 4)

i Zeig n: rEscaped from
stody by walkmg out of hospntal

Fugltlve

From Page 1

some progress before we'd place
the child back into the home.”

“This is not good news,” said}

Ernest Rothfelder, Zeigenbein’s
lawyer, who is trying to work out a |
favorable surrender for his client.

Meanwhile, authorities are still |
seeking Zeigenbein, who escaped

from Tarrant County sheriff’s cus- |
tody by walking out of the hospital |

13 hours after the child, Saxon Lee

Short, was born. Zeigenbein, eight
months pregnant at the time, went
into premature labor when she was
arrested Dec. 23 at her Grapevme
home on outstanding warrants
from Nebraska and Amarillo.

The infant is in foster care
through Child Protective Services

while Zeigenbein’s live-in compan-

ion, Rodney Short, is seeking cus- |
tody of the child.

Zeigenbein, who is in hldmg,
could not be reached for comment,

nor has she contacted the Star-
Telegram since the drug test re-

stilts became known.

The child’s drug screen results,
* contradict Short’s earlier assertion
that Zeigenbein, 30, had made a

successful transition from exotic |

daucer and drug user to a caring
mother. Short said that Zeigenbein |
had used cocaine in the past but

that she gave up drugs after they

entered into their serxous relation- |
* ship thgee years ago. .

Dr. Bannie Tabor, a specialist in
maternal-fetal medicine at Harris
Methodist Hospital, said both mari-
juana and methamphetamine can
harm an unborn child by restricting
the flow of oxygen, blood and nu-
trients to the fetus.

A mother’s methamphetamine

use during pregnancy also carries

the potential for developmental
problems that may not show up
until later childhood, Tabor said.

The situation was complicated
late Wednesday when Short, 29,
was arrested by sheriff’s officers on
a charge of hindering an investiga-
tion, a move characterized by sev-
eral lawyers as an effort to force
Zeigenbein’s surrender.

Short’s recommended $25,000
bail, the attorneys said, was high for
the charge and an indication that
authorities are trying to increase
the pressure on Zeigenbein, who
has avoided arrest since she walked
past a guard and out of the hospital,
' wearing night clothes and socks.

Rothfelder said he would try to
get Short’s bail bond lowered while
trying to work out Zeigenbein’s
surrender.

“We are trying to bring her in
under reasonable terms,” Roth-
felder said, adding that Short’s ar-
rest is “‘nothing but retaliation.”

Cmdr. James Skidmore, spokes-
man for the Sheriff’'s Department.
denied allegations that the arrest
was retaliatory. He said the arrest
was based on a sworn affidavit, but

refused to release the public docu-

ment until the document and a £eige
: - older son, William, 2, who was at

 their Grapevine home when his fa-
ther was arrested. The child is now

Freedom ot lntormauon" request
are reviewed and approved by the

1 district attorney’s office.

Skidmore said the affidavit con-
tains names of confidential infor-.
“mants and is part of an ongoing in-

'~ vestigation.

Rothfelder said the affidavit
should be released. _
“This isn’t nearly as serious as

' the Michael Irvin-Erik Williams

case and that affidavit in Dallas got

" released pretty fast, while here they

put up every roadblock they can in
this case,” he said, referrmg to
search warrant documents in con-
nection with a rape case mvolvmg
the two Dallas Cowboys.

Saving Short had no role in her

escape or continued flight, a
woman claiming to be Zeigenbein
said earlier that she ran away be-
cause she feared authorities would
use her arrest as an excuse to take
her child. She said she had been
placed in foster care as a youth and
did not want her child to repeat the
experience.

Zeigenbein was arrested on a fel-
ony warrant out of Grand Island,
Neb., charging her with writing a
series of checks on her mother’s ac-
count. She also was charged with a
misdemeanor weapons violation —

- possession of an 1llegal knife — in

Amarillo,

Still unresolved is whether charg—
es will be filed in connection with
her escape, a third-degree felony
that carries a maximum 10-year .
prison term upon conviction.

Short and Zeigenbein have an



: tests to estabhsh his patemlty

“The unpact of his an'est dc'
pends on h € remains in
jail” saldJu {oof, hrs!ew- ki
“yerin them,stodyflﬁn : x5 [‘;

Tyl&r saying ti)e arrest * '
like just a ploy to bring the mothor
in,”” said the arrest does not mean

the child wnll be taken from the
ents. pom

. *'There is strong dlsposttion in
favor of the family as long as they
are able to care for the child,” s

said. “There will be social sen% !
investigation to make sure. f

course I wish the mother hadn’ tle!'t
the hospital.”

05
i > 1
Staff Writer Michael S. Lee con”

to this report. i

© BYJOESWICKARD
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — Fugitive mother

Lori Zeigenbein — on the run since her
Christmas Eve escape from a guarded hos-
pital maternity bed — acknowledged yes-
térday that she used illegal drugs during
her pregnancy.

I .did smoke some marijuana. I did take
wme methamphetamines off and on,”” said
Zeigenbein, who has been the oﬁeq!of a
Tarrant County Sheriff’s Degﬂr ent
soarch since she fled from John Peter

Snmh Hospital about 13 hours after giving

bnrth to a son, Saxon Lee Short.
+ The drugs were found in her child’s ) o
_tdm durmg hospital tests. ' 2

" Inacall to the Star-Telegram yesterday,
Zeigenbein said she wants to give herself |
up but is trying to raise money to post bail. -
She said she hopes to have enough money ‘
by Tuesday.

Meanwhile, her attorney said that ume.
and authorities’ patience, may be running
out for Zengcnbem to negouate a sur- “
render. i 4. |

“As far as their papeme l imagine d’ i
evaporated already,” said the !hw%r,( |
Ernest Rothfelder. “It’s gotten down to
one of those things: Do you go m or wait to
get arrested? It’s a hard one to call. They
are most likely put out that she’s been able
to stay on the loose so long.”

Zeigenbein, 30, of Grapevine, went into

nremature labor when shnff’s i
arrested her Dec. 23 on outst Iim"- :
“rants from Nebraska act:lﬁfng her writ-
ing checks on her mot :
from A,manlb citing pos
legal knife, %
- Originally, authomxes sgg she was
‘wanted on charges »mt “
card. But Nebraska o ,
ttk warrant was for wming uthori;
‘ cﬁecks'mher ther’ smmm ‘
She wasmm?to the hospital/where
gave birth early the next morning and w

held under guard. That afternoon, she
walkedpast theguardandoﬂoﬂhehm-

pital.
- Her live-in mmpanion‘ Rodggv sm
was arrested W of lé

hindering the search for Zelgenlieiﬁ.‘Shm‘t‘
remains jailed, with bail recommended at
$25,000, an amount Rotkfelder said is ex-
cessive and is an attempt to force Zagen-
bein’s surrender.

 Sheriff’s officials deny those character-
”lzaglons and say thb%
ﬁlsed "ﬁhe» ffidavit,
a pubhc d
name of a infor

“Well, if they had a good inform
they would have already had her,” Rolb-
felder said. :

Rothfelder has tned to work ont a sut‘-
render for Zeigenbein, who said she fears
that her baby will be taken from her.

*1 didn’t abandon him; I love him,” she ;
said yesterday in a call from an undisclosed *
location. “His daddy, Rodney, was su ‘
posed to take him. I would have never
if I didn’t think he could be with his daddy.
I put' Rodney’s name on the birth certifi-
cate so I thought it was all set.””

The child was placed in foster ca
tﬁrhmgh Child Protective Services, an

 Short, 29, had begun legal action to estab-

ﬁkbatemty and gain custody when hear-

Zeigenbein said that Short had no mle,

in her escape and flight. The couple has an- -

’otherson,Wilham2whois caredd
forby Short’s family. f“»

!
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Sheriff’s deputies trace a
ne call to the woman

ho escaped froma
spital after giving birth.

BY MICHAEL S. LEE
| Star-Telegram Staff Writer -
f] 'ORT WORTH — Fugitive Lori
Zeigenbein was back in jail yester-
day, nearly three weeks after slip-
ping past a sheriff’s deputy hours
afger giving birth at John Peter
'Smith Hospital.
keigenbein was arrested in Bren-
‘ hain after Tarrant County sheriff’s

A

wili g

" she had made a telephone call from
~ there to Amarillo, police said. Po-
. lice traced the number to a home in

a subdivision outside Brenham,

arrant fugitive arrested

house near Brenham

deputies told Brenham police that |

and a narcotics task force staked
out the house, police said. She was
arrested about 11 a.m. yesterday.
“They went in and found her hid-
ing under the sink,” Cmdr. James
Skidmore, a Tarrant County sher-

iff’s spokesman, said last night.

“Our people will probably go down
to pick her up and bring her back
tomorrow.”

(More on ARREST on Page 4)
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“ Skidmore said she could face
_.charges as severe as escaping from
a correctional institution, whichisa
"Mthird-degree felony punishable by

N

+ - two to 10 years in prison.

" Zeigenbein, 30, a topless dancer, ¢
. 'was arrested Dec. 23 on outstand- |
(»ing warrants from Nebraska, where
“ashe is suspected of writing bad

. checks, and from Amarillo, where
- she is accused of possessing an il-
' legal knife.

. .She has been on the run since |

“Christmas Eve, when she went into
" 'premature labor and was trans-

ferred to JPS. She gave birth to a
. baby boy, Saxon Lee Short, and
a deputy 13 hours |

‘m.slipped past
ter.

~ Skidmore said that an internal |
investigation is still uhdfu'r‘wyy into 5
. how Zeigenbein escaped and that
- at least one deputy could face disci- |

kplmary action. :
' Hospital officials sai
tested positive fqﬁm
methamphetamines. ©

2 N 18
EWi

‘ thé‘ child

i
&

" Short, 29, has said he is the child’s
&ﬁther and had begun legal action
h M g’ i

:ana and

Grapevine resident Rodney |

“takes care of those
“checks in Nebraska,
they’ll drop those charg-
-es. And the one in Ama-

; — Ernest Rothfelder
' ' Lori Zeigenbein's attorney

‘tﬁ obtain custody. But he was ar-
irésted Jan. 8 and is in Tarrant
"« County Jail on suspicion of hinder-

<'ifg the search for Zeigenbein, a
'« misdemeanor.

3" ' However, Zeigenbein has said
.that Short had no part in her es-
i'cape, and her attorney said that
. .’.‘Silort’s arrest and high bail —
.$25,000 — were part of a plan to
.pressure Zeigenbein into sur-
¢ réndering, |

. Skidmore said the department
% had sound legal reasons for arrest-
ing Short, but the department still
-has not released a copy of the prob-
.able-cause affidavit, which spells
out the case against Short.

3 Meanwhile, Zeigenbein’s new-
2 born son is in the custody of Child
Protective Services. She and Short
~‘have another son, William, 2, who
is being cared for by relatives.

&

- Zeigenbein had told the Star-
o Telegram that she intended to sur-
» render and that she wanted to get
. her life in order and raise her chil.
+dren.

s _Her attorney, Ernest Rothfélder,
. said the cl;arges against Zeigenbein
are excessive. ‘

. “Once she goes back and takes
fg:?care of those checks in Nebra‘ska,
Q-}hey’.ll drop those charges. And the
;one in Amarillo is only a misde-
_meanor,” hesaid. {

. As for charges stemming from
Q:her escape, he said, “I have people
~-all the time, bond jumpers who
«have got serious crimes. . . . 90 per-
t:‘ce_nt of the time thgy don’t do any-
tithmg about those kinds of things. It
st depends on what court it’s in.”
& In the meantime, Zeigenbein will
E-Tbe classified as an escape risk —

RE

sy o a

~held outside the normal jail popula-
~lion and accompanied
“Hes any time she lea. 2
‘Skidmore said. ‘

two depu-
the jail,
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© Tarrant County could spend as’
~ much as $70,000 this year ﬂyinm:
ousin Mm&mhMWohe ‘
for Sheriff David Williams,

150

aid are different from tax money,
The helicopters have long b:;’&
controversial and became a cam-
Ppaign issue in Williams’ recent re-
election race, when an opponefit

_ said the money. could be better
_ spent on other uses. .
The sheriff promised when he ac-
quired several surplus helicopte
in 1994 that no taxpayer mone
would be spent to keep them flying
County commissioners vote

months ago.
In recent months, county officiz
have also committed $11,000 for ir
surance, and as much as $20,000 for
parts and electronics, includin
landing gear and $500 for specia
decals to dress up the choppers, a:
cording to records and county ¢
County Commissioner J.D
Johnson said the helicopter cos
should not cause co

the money is coming from propert
seized in drug raids, not from coun
ty taxes. . |

. “It’s not coming from our g
~ (More on SHERIFF on Page )
g AR
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' eral fund,” Johnsonsaid.

o lic money

| grams.

1 e eer—
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"“A Sheriff’s Department official
interviewed later said drug seizure -
funds collected and spent by the
sheriff are not public money,

“] wouldn’t consider it to
lic money,” said Scott Ramsey, the

sheriff’s director ‘of financial ser-
. o« i

VICES.

“When the helicopters were ac-
quired, the sheriff assured the com-
missioners there would be no pub-

spent on the helicopter
my said. Williams
has kept that promiée, he said.

Ramsey said private donations l
have paid “‘a small amount” of |
costs of the helicopters. He said the |
sheriff has leaned heavily on the
county’s drug forfeiture funds —
money the county gets from cash,

progrm,”

{

me  property and vehicles seized in il-

legal drug cases. Vi

“A substantial amount of it is
spent on helicopters,” Ramsey
said. “That’s basically what’s paid
for the helicopters since we’ve had
them.” ¥ :

' The department has $70,000 of

the drug money budgeted for the

helicopter program for the fiscal
year that began in October.
Ramsey declined to discugs how

iff takes in.

taxpayer needs to be aware of,” he
said :

He said the amount of drug for-
feiture money “could be a public
safety issue” and involves secret
undercover investigations. = -

County records show that such
drug forfeiture funds totaled more

- than $100,000 last year and that

$94,000 has been collected so far
RIS YW k7 alt) & et
'~ By law, money collected from
- such drug cases must be plowed
- back into law enforcement pro-
: e sheriff uses almost all of
non_he_ﬁeopt.em,ofﬁdllsﬁ(. iyl g0

be pub-

much drug seizure‘money the sher-
- “I don’t think it’s something the

Iiﬁ!ld.in Wi s’ .'v’ B
mm%m, sy, Several of his op.
put to better uses. """ ;99‘ Id be
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* Sunday, February 9, 1997 /Star{!‘e%gm@

Department: 2:30 p.m. Tuesday a

‘ m;;y Smith Cemetery, Somervel
County. \ 1: 6 to 8 p.m. Monday al
Stella Wallace was born Sept. 13,
11948, in Stephenville. She graduatec
from Brewer High School in 1 »
briefly worked as a egal and be:
working for the Tarrant County Sherift
Department in 1988. During that tifne
she served in several areas and was
most recently assigned to the Wartz
'Division. She was a member of theFrz
ternal Order of Police. il ¢, ¢

After Glow

rd like the memory of me
to be a happy one.

1'd like to leave an after glow
of smiles when life is done.
rd like to leave an echo
whispering softly down the ways,
of happy times and laughing
times and bright and
sunny days.

'1d like the tears of those who grieve,
to dry before the sun
Of happy memories that I leave
When life is done.

© | survivors: Gompanion, Ja Th%
| of River Oaks; sons, Navy GSMFN

_| Clinton Edward Wallace V?f Everett,
= Wash.. Matthew Morgan Wallace and
Joseph Walton Wallace, both of Ri
Oaks; mother and step-father, Louise
McCoy Young and William Crawford
Young of River Oaks; father, Gassaway
Walton of Eastland; brother, Ronnie
Aaron Baker of River Oaks; grandchild,
Tyler Morgan Wallace; niece, Magan
Baker; nephew, Chad Baker; and a pum-
ber of aunts, uncles and cousins. _ -, *
Biggers FuneralHome ..~ .
7139 Jacksboro Highway, 237-3341

s Mermory of
Mrs. Stella Louise Wallace
September 13, 1948
February 7, 1997

Frpices
10:00 AAM. Tuesday
February 11, 1997
Biggers Funeral Chapel

Riciating
Major Hugh Atwell, Chaplain
Tarrant County Sheriff Department
Mr. Joseph Laskowski, Chapter Pres.
Fraternal Order of Police

Fpvice &/ Commitinl
Nancy Smith Cemetery
Somervell County, Texas
2:30 P.M.

Tarrant County Sheriff Department



o

e e e
e e o







R L e e

i by w Ji$d i

Y

4




W Jaller hurt

Tuesday, March 4,1997
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138

on job 1 ,a*ceS‘

termmatlon "

. BYJACKDOUGLASJR. ol
Star-Telegram Staff Writer o
FORT WORTH — A Tarrant County )aller still
feels the pain of a beating he receu{ed in 1994 when
he stepped into the cell of a pnsoner gone berserk.

Now, Steven VanSickle has a new worry: the near

certainty that in another month he will lose his job ak
a$l 849-per-month jail guard. i s
_ VanSickle said in an interview this week that he
has been unable to return to work at the county. jail
since being injured by a combatnve pnsoner in Aﬁ
1994.

“In December, the Because Steven
Tarrant County Sher- ! ;
iff’s Department in- VaHSiCkle was not
formed VanSickle in a redeputlzed the
letter that he was being cmmty says nothmg
placed on unpaid leave s
and would have to re- more can be done
turn to work within 90 - for him.
days or lose his job.

“This leave will give you the opportunity to rehal
bilitate your injury and, if possible, return to duty,
Chief Deputy Hank Pope wrote in the letter.

County officials say their handling of the case is i
full compliance with state law, which allows them t
terminate an employee when his or her “term of o
fice” concludes. For VanSickle, that came at mi
night on New Year’s Eve when Sheriff David Wi

(More on JAILER on Page 6) -

e A

wdw

liams re-deputized his staff and did
not include VanSickle.

‘As he sits out his leave, often
groggy and thick-tongued from
l&ge doses of pain medicine, Van-
Sickle is without county-paid insur-
aIce and he is not accruing seniori-
ty or retirement benefits.

{“If your leave expires without
your: return to work, we will con-
sider you to have reslgned ol the let-
t smd j ; 4

)

A

, chief of staff for the Sher- -

ﬁ’ epaztment was on vacation

is week and could not be reached
tocomment. ‘

VanSickle said he believes that
he has been abandoned by the
county — unemployed and unem-
ployable — and that he needs fur-
Lt)er medical attention, including

ssible back surgery. ‘

. ‘1 feel I've been betrayed, I feel
lfve been violated. It makes me
sfck "’ the jailer said.

¢ County officials don’t argue with
Vanchkle s claim that he has been
striously hurt — possibly for life —
as a result of his brush with an out-
of-control inmate.

! Until his unpaid leave began,
VanSickle’s medical needs, includ-
ing surgery on his neck in August
1994, were paid for by county ben-
efits.

{ However, VanSickle said, he has

had to fight the county and its in-

surance carrier to get much of what
he has received.

- Asked about VanSickle’s case,

Charlotte Knotts, workers compen-
sation specialist for Tarrant Coun-
ty, said: “I den’t have any com-
ment.”

| Gerald Wright, head of the coun-
t ’s personnel department said he

o does not ‘‘think it’s appropri-

te”’ to talk about VanSickle.

! Other county officials said that
the 39-year-old man’s beneﬁts sim-
ply have run out.

. “We have paid him what the law

aﬂlows us to pay him,” said Ray
ﬂlkc, legal liaison between the
Sheriff’s Department and the Tar-
rant County district attorney’s
ofﬁce

| State law says counties must con-

,_,tmue to pay the ‘‘maximum salary”
to all county law enforcement offic-

ers injured on the job, whether they
return to work or not.

But Rike said the county is also
bound by a portion of the law that
says the salary stops when an in-
jured officer’s term of office con-
cludes. That came Jan. 1 for the in-
jured deputy when Williams, fresh-
ly sworn in for a second term, re-
deputized his force of nearly 1,300
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"Tip leads to arrest of Tarrant
fugltlve 9 months after escape

BY YVETTE CRAIG

: Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Acting on an
informant’s tip, sheriff’s deputies
yesterday arrested a fugitive and
the woman accused of helping him
escape from a Tarrant County Jail
nine months ago.
. Michael John Short and Melody
Dawn Woods were apprehended
about 3 a.m. while traveling on
Northeast Loop 820 at North
Beach Street, where deputies
stopped a vehicle in which an infor-
mant said they were riding, officials
said.

Short, 22, of Bedford, who was
convicted of aggravated assault

‘with a deadly weapon and sen-

tenced:-to eight years in prison, es-

«caped from the Green Bay facility

at Mark IV Parkway and Loop 820
in June. He was being held there

~ while appealing the conviction.

He was back in the county jail
yesterday facing an additional
charge of escape. Bail was set at
$25,000.

Woods, 20, is accused of aiding
Short’s escape and was being held
1in lieu of $10,000 bail, officials said.

Sheriff’s Cmdr. James Skidmore

Rl

““We were scared that
sheriff deputies would
hurt him because he had
made them look like fools
by escaping. We were
going to Bedford to sur-
render to the FBI at the

Bedford police station.’’
— mother of Michael John Short

said Short and Woods were ar-
rested after an informant provided

" a description of the fugitive’s ve-

hicle and its direction of travel.

Short’s mother, who asked that
her name not be used, said her son
was on his way to surrender when
he was stopped.

“We were scared that sheriff
deputies would hurt him because
he had made them look like fools
by escaping,” she said. “We were
going to Bedford to surrender to
the FBI at the Bedford police sta-
tion.”

Until Wednesday, the mother
said, the parents had not heard

from their son since July

“It kept bothering him that he
didn’t know what was happening
with us, so he decided to sur-
render,” his mother said. “I'm re-
lieved that it’s over. He’ll be in pris-
on, but at least he’ll be alive and
not chased by the police.”

Short was convicted of ag-
gravated assault after shooting at a
car he had been tailgating on Texas
121 in January 1990. The bullet
grazed the driver and narrowly
missed his fiancee.

Short was convicted of ag-
gravated assault with a deadly
weapon and sentenced to eight
years in prison in March 1995.

He was expected to serve four
years before being eligible for pa-
role. He had remained in the coun-
ty’s Green Bay facility awaiting an
appeal.

Officials said Short escaped by
crawling through corrugated Fiber-
glas panels that are part of the jail’s
roof.

Staff writer Domingo Ramirez con-
tributed to this report.
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car privileges under a
| would provide such a
live in the county.

| study showed that more than 15

the county.

partment.

cerned about it,” he said.
A “preliminary review” of 167
| vehicles shows that 25 of them

cording to a report submitted
Commissioners Court.

ment employees who often drive
residence to a job site.”

ficials, including police officers, may lose their free-

proposed policy change that
perk only to employees who

The policy change was recommended after a
ficials who receive “take-home” cars live outside

If the Commissioners Court approves the restric-
tions, it could hurt some sheriff’s deputies and in-
vestigators who use take-home county vehicles for
emergency calls, said Scott Ramsey, resources ad-
ministrator for the Tarrant County Sheriff’s De-

“It will create some difficulties for us,”
| said, referring to officers who use take-home cars
| and live outside Tarrant County. “We

~ — are driven to noncounty residences each day, ac-

It is actually believed that between 200 and 250
county vehicles are provided to officials around the
clock. The report says that “between 30 and 40 or
more . . . are taken out of county.”

It says, “The majority of those vehicles taken out
of the county appear to be driven by law enforce-
directly from their

Ramsey said his best “estimate™ is that 75 Sher-

| Plan would restrict free-

| Onlyofficials living in Tarrant would get

of BY JACK DOUGLAS JR.
4 & Star-Telegram Staff Writer He said he did not kn
| FORT WORTH — Some Tarrant County of- Tarrant County. s

percent of the of-

value.

iff’s Department officials have take-home vehicles,

Another proposed amendme'pt to the vehicle ¥ 5
policy says, “At no time may a county vehicle be
used for personal gain,

to a place of secondary or part-time
-« - or for any other non-county-related use.”

Passengers in county cars would be restricted to |
employees, to people in the “care and custody” of

sors, over the objections of Pet. 3 Commissioner '
Glen Whitley, who argued that the 4

salaries are already at or above local market
3 o

The other three commissioners and County
~Judge Tom Vandergriff voted for the increase. ;
They said that the workers were under paid and
that more attractive incentives are needed to fill

12 vacancies in the data processing department. |
te) 23 VR 2

s

car

b
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w how many live outside
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personal business, to drive
employment
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county law officers, or to someone with an em- :;:
ployee who is on county business. ‘ efivad i
The amended vehicle policy is ex togobe- [°
fore the Commissioners Court next w B i B
In other business, the commissioners: M b
® Freed up $19,000 for overtime for deputies |
; who will help control traffic during the April 5-6 .|
Ramsey opening weekend of the Texas Motor Speedway. |
Between 50 and 60 deputies are scheduled to - ey
are con- monitor the roads in the unincorporated areas of .}
north Tarrant County. Commissioners voted o
take-home county unanimously for the overtime after being told | "
— about 15 percent  that it is essential in helping other law enforce- |/
ment agencies control traffic and protect against | |
yesterday to the crime during the race day rush. lr;,,.
‘ ® Voted to raise the pay of county data proces- |

"?-Guard applicants face

BY JACK DouGLAS JR.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
~ FORT WORTH — People aspir-
ing to become a guard at the Tar-
rant County Jail will have to prove
they can stand the job and pull their
weight before they are hired under
Pprocedures adopted yesterday.
_Members of the Commissioners
 Court approved an additional phys-
ical for guard applicants — at a cost
of $40 per exam — after hearing
that some of the 660 jailers now on
"board have trouble staying on their
“feet throughout their eigm-h?‘m

¥

New hires will have to undergo
“joint stability” tests to prove they
can stand watch over prisoners for
hours on end without feeling the
need to sit down, said Cmdr. Scott
Sheppard, a jail administrator for
the Tarrant County Sheriff’s De-
partment. .

In addition, when smoke alarms
sound in the county jail, some
guards — besides having flat feet
and sore ankles — are getting wind-
ed when they carry air packs up
flights of stairs, officials said.

To ensure that this will not be a
problem for new jailers, applicants

tough

‘ : 2
i “ . ¥ . 4 3 f.ﬁ
her physical
* will be called upon i the expanded ~
portion of their physical to lift
18-pound weight 56 inches off the..
ground, Sheppardsaid.
- He said some applicants have al-

ready taken the new physical -
€xams, even though the Commis-
sioners Court did not approve the -
additional cost until yesterday, - g |
The new exams, in addition tor,
the physicals and drug-screening
xmhkeadyinpuee,ivm‘shwm

functions of the job,” S -
said. i, 3 it

s -
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“Ex-jail minister suspected
in more than 30 heists

A Fort Worth By Deanna Bovp

X ; 2 tar-Telegram Staff Writer
man is arrested in  FORT WORTH — A former Tar-
connection with rant County Jail minister whom
four Arlington poé:)c; d_escnbe as the “most active
: robber” in recent memory is behind
holdups after a  bars, accused of robbing four Arling-
four-hour ton businesses and suspected in as
standoff many as 30 other robberies in the

Metroplex.

Police said they also sﬁspect th;lt
.49-year-old John Everett Shelton,

who served time in Missouri state

_prison, may have held up three busi-

nesse.s,i'n Corpus Christi while
att(:,‘ndm_g a seminar there this month.

He is by far the most active rob-
ber weA vle seen in a while in this
area,” Arlington police spokesman
Dee Anderson said. “And he wasn’t

going to stop once he did leave
town.”

Police arrested Shelton at 6 a.m.
after a four-hour standoff that ended
yesterday when the Fort Worth
Police Department’s tactical team
forced its way into Shelton’s home.
Arlington police arrived at his home
at 2 a.m., but Shelton-and his family
would not open the door to officers

or answer their phone calls, police
said. ;

“He was on the phone in the bath-
room, apparently trying to talk to an
attorney,” Anderson said. p

Shelton was being held last night
in Arlington Jail in lieu of $400,000
bail. Arlington police said they plan

to file four charges of aggravated |

robbery against Shelton today.

Police reports show Shelton
was a jail minister with Calvary
Cathedral in Fort Worth until
resigning a few weeks ago. A
woman who answered the phone
at the church yesterday read from
a statement, saying that Shelton:
“has not been active on our staff
for some time.”

Special to the Star-Telegram/KTVT

John Everett Shelton rides in a car after his arrest yesterday.
Jim Norwood, who trained |

Shelton to minister to inmates at
Tarrant :County Jail, said he was
not surprised about the news of
Shelton’s arrest.

Norwood, a former member of

the Arlington City Council, said -

he has known Shelton for about
two years.

“He had a knowledge already
of jail and jail ministry,” Norwood
said, adding that Shelton would
show up sporadically, always car-
rying a magazine featuring his
photograph and an article about
his criminal background and testi-
mony. /

“ wasn't impressed with him
in the first place,” Norwood said,

“adding that Shelton would usually

wear fancy clothing and jewelry,
with his hair styled like a televi-
sion evangelist’s. “He was slick,
and I’m not impressed with slick

people.”

Arlington police went t0 Shel-
ton’s home after a clerk at one of
the Arlington businesses that was
robbed picked a photograph of
Shelton’s face out of a photo line-

up.

pPolice: said they recovered
clothing they believe Shelton
wore in almost all of the Metro-
plex robberies. They said they also
retrieved a red motorcycle helmet
that they suspect he wore as a dis-
guise in a Grand Prairie robbery.
A gun believed used in the rob-
beries was discovered hidden ina
closet, Anderson said.

The four Arlington charges
stem from the Feb. 26 Lucky
Lady robbery at 500 N. Collins St.
and the Feb. 24 robberies of the
Stop’N Go at 615 W. Abram St.,
the Days Inn at 910 N. Collins St.
and Texac.: Food Mart at 701 W.
Road to Si». Flags.
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volunteer S arrest:

A robbery suspect had
been approved for the
prison ministry by a
respected sponsor,

b e JEFF Pkmcr.

y Star-Telegram Staff Wnter ¢
FOR.T WORTH — The chaplam

at Tarrant County Jail knows that

some who minister to prisoners

there have spent time behind bars.
Bug for most jail mlmstry volun-

teers, criminal activi is in the past,

|

“said Hugh Atwell, ¢ aplam for the
$henff’s Depart-

Tarrant Conﬁty'

nnﬂnt e Ly

‘A Fort ch'th man who was ars

-rested Wednesday in connection
“with at Jeast 30 robberies and who
‘had been involved with prison min-
istry isan “‘anomaly,” Atwell said.

“There is no way in the world

_ you could ever predict who will or

won't fall by the wayside,” Atwell

- said.

Arlington police arrested the
former jail minister, John Everett
Shelton, who faces four counts of

~ aggravated robbery; Shelton, 49,
‘who sports a gray beard like the

tnesses described in numer-
cent robberies, remamed in

ﬁgxngton Jail yesterday in lieu of

,000 bail. Shelton is accused of

‘robbmg four Arlmgton businesses

and is suspected in as many as 30

‘other robberies in the Metroplex.

About 10 percent to 30 percent
of the 200 or so volunteers who
minister to Tarrant County Jail
prisoners have had brushes with
the law at some point in their lives,
said Atwell and another chaplain,
Jim Norwood. In some instances, a
distant walk on the wrong side of

the law can improve rapport and

success with inmates.

A'I"Il

instance

“It’s always easier to administer
to somebody if you've walked in
their shoes,” Norwood said.

Neither Atwell nor Norwood
could recall another instance in
which a volunteer chaplain had
been arrested while involved in

| ministering to prisoners.

Becoming a volunteer chaplam
or worship leader, requires en-
dorsement by a church or religious
organization but does not require
being a pastor or ordained minister,
Atwell said.

HEW!
“We. give an orientation, show

them the rules, give them a copy'of
~ the rule book, give them some fon-
the-job training] and give them 'ﬂzn

assignment,” Atwellsaid. . 3; )

Shelton was endorsed by. Calygfy
Cathedral in Fort Worth, whemhc

coordinated volunteers for the®

ministry and occasionally servgp HQS

a volunteer chaplain, Atwell sai
A woman who answered,

phone at Calvary Cathedral ,,pg—

ferred questions to the church’s »

chaplains, who she said were out ‘of +
the country until the end of"fhe

month.

Atwell said ! Calvary Cathedpgl

provides numerous volunteer chap-

lains who are dependable and %$tic-

cessful in helping rehabilitate pris-.

oners. Police suspicions about Shel-

ton’s criminal activity don
change Calvary’s status within, thg

Tarrant County Jail’s ministry, At-

well said.
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‘It doesn’t affect Calvaﬁ}

standing at all,” Atwell said. “It’s a

great. institution.” v;

Incidents such as Shelton’s aﬂk

can cause some people to question

the need to minister to prisoners,

: Atwell said, but he makes no apol-
ogies for the ministry and plans no

changes

|

* Sheriff’s Department.

T

It appears;to be the only realre=1-
habilitation that is going on,” said:
Atwell, who served 25 years assg:
police officer in Arlington before:
graduating from Southweﬁbﬂ”n
Baptist Theological Seminary iin;;
1992 and becoming chaplain for they;
P ¢ B.J,“

“Every inmate that we have js'&"
potential neighbor,” Atwell s: &’é

““One day they are going to ¢ome

. out of here. It should certainly Bé‘ﬁr

our interest that when they ¢ e“
out of here they are someone f%e‘
can live beside.” AT

Jail ministry does not alway fs el

habilitate prisoners but it can’pro-

vide the opportunity for rebirth’
Atwell said. Il

“It shows inmates that thére 4§
another way that they can go;* H¢
said. “It tells the inmate that they’
are quite capable of changing. Evety
though they are still accountable:
for their crimes they can live life i
a way that’s different than Wltafl‘
they’ve been doing.” R

AT



“'a:mw — Claude “Tony"
T R ol

Life Church (formerly Meadowbrook
Evangelistic ('l’omplo). Burial: Green. .
tt
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Real time for

lesser crimes
filling jail

BY JACK DOUGLAS JR.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Angela
Dawn Adams peered through the
steel-mesh window of a holding
cell, looking bewildered over tt}e
prospect of spending 45 days in
jail for writing a hot check.

“T don’t think I deserve to be
here,” Adams said recently as
court officials prepared to transfer
her from the courthouse to the
Tarrant County Jail.

Deserving or not, Adams had
joined a growing number of peo-
ple in Tarrant County who receive
real jail time for misdemeanor

offenses — including petty thefts,
DWIs and spousal abuse.

In the past, those types of
crimes usually resulted in little

more than a legal slap on the wrist
and no time in jail, records show.
So why are police and prosecutors
putting more wife beaters, drunk-
en drivers and shoplifters in jail
than ever before?

Because they can.

From the late 1980s to the mid-
1990s, county jails in Texas were
booked full with convicted felons
waiting to be transferred to an
overcrowded and heavily litigateq
state prison system. Murderers
and rapists took up much of thq
jail space, forcing authorities to
let the misdemeanor offenders
walk. _

In June 1994, the Tarrant
County Jail housed 5,228
inmates, several hundred more

(More on JAIL on Page 4) }

than maximum bunk capacity, but
only 367 — or 7 percent — were

| T SORARAS et the PUONS | ooih Biidget i6 i tntllide 10d

wants,” Tarrant County misde- | /
meanor court Judge Daryl Coffey |

in for misdemeanor crimes, coun-
ty records show.

Texas’ prisons have expanded
since then and a federal lawsuit
has been settled, allowing for a
quick transfer of convicted felons
to the state. Suddenly, county jails
have plenty of bunks available for
all types, from killers to hot-check
writers.

On a typical day last month,
the county jail was far below
maximum capacity, with 3,389
prisoners. Among those inmates,
715 — 21 percent — were in for
misdemeanor crimes, according to
records. Yesterday, the jail popu-
lation was 3,175.

The no-tolerance, law-and-
order proponents say it is good
that petty criminals are finally
finding themselves behind bars.

said. “An empty punishment [no ,‘
Jail time] is no punishment at all.” |

Richard Alpert, head of the |
misdemeanor division for the Tar-
rant County district attorney’s
office, agreed. “The space [in jail] |
that once was not available, now |
is, and misdemeanor offenders are |
finally serving the sentences they |
were given,” he said.

Few of the inmates are getting |
out early for good-time credit, the |
prosecutor said, adding: “A 90-
day sentence now means 90
days.”

Critics say the police, prosecu
tors and judges are leaning to
hard on small-time criminals.
They say authorities are dishin
out jail terms at wholesale rates
simply to fill jail beds that have
not been needed since the days o
prison overcrowding.

| Police officer-turned-defense
 lawyer L.E. “Cowboy” Schilling,
1 a frequent critic of the Tarrant
' County Sheriff’s Department, said
- he believes local authorities are
' trying to hide the fact that they
. have overbuilt the jails.

“They’re trying to justify their
| existence,” he said. “It’s like
| we’ve got a sign out front of the
| jail that says, ‘Need prisoners. No
- experience needed. Uniforms fur-
| nished.””

Ward Casey, another Fort
Worth defense attorney, said he:
believes that petty criminals are
being placed in jails because, oth-
erwise, “they’re empty and
[police] want to fill them up any
way they can.”

Taxpayer financing for the Tar-
rant County Jail system has
peaked and plunged at the same
rate as inmate population, statis-
tics show. The county also lost
millions of dollars in state rev-
enue when convicts were finally
transferred to prisons.

From 1992 to 1995, with
prison overcrowding at its worst,

the state paid Tarrant Courlty
more than $67.1 million to house
state inmates, according to the
Texas Department of Criminal
Justice.

In 1994, one of the worst years
for jail overcrowding in this area,
Tarrant County devoted $43.1
million for prisoner confinement,
$8.2 million more than the year
before. The state tossed in another
$28.4 million, records show.

In 1995, the county dropped its

the state trimmed its contribution
to $17.7 million. i
- In 1996, with the backlog’ of
state prisoners gone from the Tar-
rant County Jail system, the con-
finement budget dropped again to
$32.5 million and the state paid
nothing, according to records.
Now inmate population is
again increasing in the county jail
— from 2,498 in December 1995
to 3,369 last February, according
to statistics. To meet jail needs,
the Tarrant County Commission-
ers Court approved an increase in
the confinement budget this year
to $37.7 million. #
Officials predict that by the end
of the year the county jail will be
home to nearly 4,000 prisoners;
many of them people who have
been picked up on arrest warrants
by a re-energized warrants divi-
sion of the Sheriff’s Department,
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e BY BILL HANNA

3  Star-Telegram Staff Writer

A 52-year—old Tarrant County
Sheriff’s bailiff has been suspended
after being accused of fondling a
16-year-old girl in Parker County

d providing her shelter when she

ran away from home. ;

YKurt Brian Freed, who has been
ailiff for four years, was arrested
nday in Fort Worth. He posted

'm‘f out-of-county $20,000 bail bond

on a charge of indecency with a

- child, and was released. An arrest

i \%&rrant affidavit filed in Parker

County accused Freed of touching
U

e

messages left at his office.

Before the criminal charge sur-
faced, the girl’s mother obtained a
temporary injunction against Freed
on Oct. 31 ordering him to stay
away from the girl.

The mother’s attorney filed a
contempt motion Feb. 24 contend-
ing that Freed had violated the in-

‘junction by providing money. and
his motor home to the girl after she
had been listed as a runaway.

- In January and February, Freed
bought the girl a car and moved his

‘motor home to an RV park in
Weatherford for her to use, the civil

the girl’s breasts on several occa-
sions.

“His badge and identification
have been seized and he’s not al-
lowed to engage in any law enforce-
ment activities pendmg the out-
come of his situation,” Tarrant
County Sheriff’s spokesman Com-
mander James Skidmore said yes-
terday.

The Sheriff’s Department has
begun an internal affairs investiga-
tion, Skidmore said.

Freed could not be reached to
comment. His attorney, George
Gallagher, did not return phone

suit contends. On Feb. 10 and Feb.
12, Freed touched the girl’s breasts, |
the lawsuit said.

Freed and the girl met in the fall

- 0f1994 through the Tarrant County |

Sheriff Department’s Explorer pro-
gram. Freed began offering her
rides and inviting her on vacations
to Corpus Christi and Colorado,
the civil suit contends.

The Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Department learned of the investi-
gation in Parker County when
Parker County officials told Tar-
rant officials that an arrest warrant
had been issued for Freed.

‘Staff writer Kathy Sanders and
correspondent Gale M. Bradford
contributed to this report.
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deputy
honored

Hank Pope with
the Tarrant
County Sheriff’s
Department
presents Deputy
Jerry Kizer
with a plaque
honoring Kizer’s
work with the
U.S. marshal’s
office. Pat
Howell of the
Sheriff’s
Department
looks on.

STORY ON 4B

Special to the Star-Telegram/ Srencer D. Co

-

Marshal’ office recognizes
effort in 'Most Wanted’

investigation, arrests |

By LINDA P. CAMPBELL
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Capturing
’s}lspectcd police killer Enrique
B“Rlcky Moreno Casas after 10
{years on the run required long
‘stakeouts near the Texas-Mexico

rder and getting cooperation
*m Mexican law enforcement of-

b e = SR Y

ials.

+2 Tracking down child molestation
1 suspect Edwin Arendes involved
'lracmg Social Security payments,

, bank accounts and ATM withdraw-
| als.
|| Nabbing the elusive Richardson
i

twins, Gerald and Derald, meant
working through hundreds of tips
leading to a dramatic showdown at
a Houston apartment complex
complete with helicopters, police
dogs and a high-speed chase.

For their roles in snaring those
fugitives, Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Deputy Jerry Kizer and Air Na-
tional Guard Master Sgt. Gayla
Horner were honored yesterday by
the U.S. marshal’s office.

“It’s a great feeling to know
some of these people are off the
streets,”” U.S. Marshal D.W. **Dub”
Bransom said in presenting plaques

to Kizer and Horner, both mem-

bers of the North Texas Joint Fugi-
tive Task Force.

Kizer, a sheriff’s deputy for a de- |

cade, joined the task force last year.
Horner, an intelligence analyst with
21 years in the Air National Guard,
has been with the task force three
years.

Deputy U.S. Marshal Dave
Hiebert, who heads the task force
operations in Fort Worth, said the
joint efforts of the marshal’s office,
the Sheriff's Department and the
Tarrant County district attorney’s
office have made a significant im-
pact, both in capturing most-
wanted outlaws and collaring pro-
bation violators.

“We've really tried to concen-
trate our efforts so it’s a total ef-

| fort,” Hiebert said.

The task force helped secure
Casas’ capture by Mexican officials
exactly a year ago today.

Casas had fled the United States
and an arrest warrant shortly after
the fatal shooting of Tarrant Coun-
ty Deputy Frank Howell in Novem-
ber 1986. In December, he was con-
victed of killing Howell and was
sentenced to 18 years in a Mexican
prison.

Arendes was apprehended in
November in Florida, just weeks
after his case was featured on the
TV program America's Most
Wanted.

Arendes had been arrested in
1991 and accused of sexually as-
saulting a 5-year-old Colleyville girl
in her home. He disappeared after
being released on bail.

He was returned to Tarrant
County in January and awaits trial.

The Richardson twins, Gerald
and Derald, eluded police for al-
most three years. They are accused
of severely beating an elderly man
in 1991.

After America’s Most Wanted
featured the brothers in February,
authorities traced them to Hous-
ton, where Hiebert, Kizer and
about 30 police officials arrested
them in March.

The capture was shown on the
television program. @th men are
in jail awaiting trial.
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SAGINAW — Otis F. “Frank’ Rowe,
57, a retired Air Force gunnery sergeant,
died Thursday, June 5, 1997, at a Fort
Worth hospital.

Graveside service: 2 p.m. Monday in
Laurel Land Memorial Park of Dallas.

Otis F. “Frank’”’ Rowe was born in Jo-
plin, Mo., on July 23, 1939, and had lived
in Saginaw for 22 years. He was with the
Tarrant County Sheriff’s Office for 14
years. Mr. Rowe was a Baptist.

Survivors: Wife, Mary Rowe of Sagi-
naw; daughters, Sandra Ware of Burle-
son and Terri Weaver of Saginaw; step-
daughters, Vicki Mercer of Watagua and
Kay Brock of Saginaw; mother, Ada E.
Rowe of Blue Mound; two grand-
children; and three stepgrandchildren.

Laurel Land Funeral Home of Burleson
Burleson, 295-5211
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- The computerized geognplnc in- t

-g;.; iomanon system, which can sort
1 énmebytype location, tuneand;

~ other criteria and make a cor-|
~ responding map, nusedtoallocate*

resources and help neighborhood
watch groups identify problem

areas, law cnforccment otﬁcnals‘

say.

In the old days, detediives would i
ponder over pins stuck in a wal
map. Now, a computer can quickly
‘make and analyze dozens of dlffer
‘ent maps.

Sheriff’s officials are expected to
ask the Tarrant County Commis-
sioners Court today to approve a
request to the U.S. Department of
Justice for a grant of $29,179 to pur-
chase the ARC/INFO and ARC/

- View GIS computer system, manu-

factured by the California-based
Environmental Systems Research
Llstltutc i |

The Fort Worth Police Depart-

‘ment already uses the system to

tiack stolen cars, and the Arlington
and Dallas police departments ex-
pect to use the same system by
year’s end. With the Tarrant Coun-

Ay sheriff on board, the largest law ;

ment agencies in the Metro-
x would be able to share crime
, the officials said.

: ,4 “If the court and federal govern-

~ment approve the grant, we would

&p to have it operating by the

first of next year,” said Cmdr

:& ‘.i l}h

renovation of the city’s computer
network, said Roy Haskins, 9hw
Police Department’s crime nmlysa
supervisor.

“We have proven technology,”
said Sheila Cobb, Environmental

Systems regional manager in San
Antonio. ARC/INFO is a data-
crunching analytical program, and
ARC/View is a program that can be
run on a personal computer,
though maps can be made from
| both, she said.

The cities of Seattle and Houston

have been using the technology for

-about six years, and the Tarmnt

WW!E,‘

County 911 emer;
system has been using it for s
years, Cobb said. ol

In the past three years, adicz m-
terest in the ARC/INFO system has
grown because it easily interfaces
with other government agency sys-
tems, said Carolen Collins, a oodb-
pany spokeswoman.

In November, President Clmtqn
praised the Police Department in
Salinas, Calif., for reducing violent
youth crime, wlnch police there at-
tributed to computer mapping, Ool-
lins said.

Pet. 2 Commissioner Marti Vn-
Ravenswaay said she has been in-
terested in getting the county in-
volved in computer mappmg since
she joined the court seven ycﬁ!
ago.

“Now, we can simply layer on Qlc
data the sheriff needs. We won't
have to re-create the wheel,” she
said. .

s

the needs are, nhelpcm
watchmnaungcfmonlpcpoq

imposiags problm&” W
w { b 2
Davnd Garrett Fort Wotth’

lnfpoheeblﬂlﬂer praised the
sche;ﬂ’schoweoftheARCﬂNFQ

system.
¢ ot prine ki

“We're pu
tom data bgu

However, unlike Dnlhq, Fort
Worth has chosen ARC/ANFO
competitor !nterm@s “archi-
tecture™ for its geographic in-
formation system, said Lorraine

ack, the city’s in-

S S

“It’s still open for discussion
which way the Fort Worth Police
Department will go,” Stryjack said.
Even if the police were to use Inter-

graph, the two systems would still
be able to exdnn'e inlorluhon.
she said.




Sherils ﬁ aiment
dismisses chlef deputy

BY NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — The Tarrant
County sheriff’s chief deputy in
charge of special operations has
been dismissed from the depart-
ment, sheriff’s off1c1als confirmed
yesterday

Pat Howell, 47, an employee of
the Sheriff’s Department since No-
vember 1986 and a chief deputy the
past five years, was discharged
from the department two days ago,
said Cmdr. James Skidmore, sher-
iff’s spokesman.

“Mr. Howell was informed of the
reasons for his separation from em-
ployment on Wednesday after-
noon.” Skidmore said. “In his
present position he supervised the
special operations command, which
is made up of 20 personnel who
focus primarily on narcotics inter-
diction.”

Skidmore said he could not dis-
cuss “any further details’” concern-
ing quell s departure from his
$72,000-a-year job.

Howell who could not be
reached \o comment, was one of
three chief deputies in the Sheriff’s
Departmertt. In his tenure with the
sheriff, Howell was chief deputy
over operations and the jail, and he
also served as, captain over the de-

partment’s internal affairs division.

He previously worked for the
Tarrant County district attorney’s
office as an investigator for eight
years, and as a Texas Department
of Public Safety highway patrolman
in the Fort Worth area.

There were no job openings with
the sheriff when Howell applied in
1986. In a cruel twist of fate, how-
ever, a position became available
when his older brother, Frank
Howell, 38, was gunned down in
the line of duty. ’

Ten years later, 29-year-old En-
rique Moreno Casas, a Mexican na-
tional, was arrested and convncted
of the crime.

Howell’s time with ‘the Sherdfs
Department has not been without .
controversy.

In 1994, Tarrant County Deputy
Mark Hoop resigned from the de-
partment, saying he was. unfmrky
disciplined after stopping Howell
who was driving an unmar d car,
for speeding. An internal affairs in-
vestigation found that Hoop im-
properly stopped Howell for driv- |
ing49 mphina30-mphzone.

Howell’s office was shifted to the
sheriff’s Green Bay facility in north

' Fort Worth in 1995, and he main-

tained a small office downtown.

Staff writer Ginger Richardson
contributed to this report. !
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Narcotics suspect handcuffs
deputy and escapes

BY MICHAEL S. LEE
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — A Tarrant
County sheriff’s deputy was over-
powered and handcuffed yesterday
by a woman she was trying to arrest
on a narcotics warrant.

The deputy, Judy Baker, suf-
fered scratches and bruises but de-
clined medical treatment. Police
and sheriff’s deputies are searching

for the woman who escaped, Drin-
da Yvonna Campbell, 26, who is
wanted on a narcotics possession
warrant.

“We're very fortunate that she
was [Baker] not seriously injured,”
said Cmdr. James Skidmore, a sher-
iff’s spokesman. ‘It was a very dan-
gerous situation.”

Baker was overpowered about
noon when she went to a house in

could to restrain her without en-
dangering the child, and in the pro-
cess of that scuffle, an elderly man
next door ... started telling this
person to stop resisting and quit
fighting with the deputy,” Skid-
more said.

Sheriff’s deputies usually work
alone when serving warrants, un-
less the suspect is wanted for a vio-
lent offense or is known to be
armed or aggressive, Skidmore

. _hour.

said.

Instead of surrendering, Camp-
bell handed her baby to the by-
stander and overpowered the depu-

* ty, handcuffed her hands in front of

her and ran off across a nearby golf
course, officials said.

Baker was freed about two min-
utes later by a Fort Worth police of-
ficer responding to her call for help.
About a dozen deputies and police
officers, and a helicopter team,
searched the area for about an

overpowered by a suspect yest

the 2900 block of Meeca Street
after receiving a tip that Campbell
was staying at the southeast Fort
Worth residence.

The deputy spent about an hour
outside the house, knocking on
doors and calling inside on her cel-
lular phone, before she saw Camp-
bell running across the back yard
carrying a baby, Skidmore said.

“[Baker] used what force she

Sherif’s Deputy Judy Baker: Was_




Ex-residents suspected

-in man’s fatal beating

By VERONICA PUENTE
" Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — U.S. marshals yesterday
arrested two Fort Worth brothers who for 17

2'

|

!

years had eluded law officers who suspected |

them of beating one man to death while they
were out of jail on bail in the fatal shooting of

. another man.

Gilbert Rodriguez, 38, and Billy Jack

‘4 Rodriguez, 36, were arrested at their homes in

Phoenix, where officials believe the brothers
have lived since the slaymgs of Cirlo Gavay in
December 1979 and Douglas Billiot in March
1980.

The two were found after officers with the

North Texas Joint Fugitive Task Force learned j

that the elder Rodriguez was using the alias
Angel Soria in Phoenix.

“We thought they could be in Mexico with
relatives and that they had relatives in
Phoenix,” said Senior Deputy David Hiebert of
the U.S. Marshal’s office. Hiebert and Deputy
Jerry Kiser of the Tarrant County Sheriff’s

. Department had been ‘workmg on the cawfer

~about a month.

‘The brothers are in the Mancopa Cmmty

Jail in Phoenix, where they will remain pend- -

ing an extradmon hearing on Monday, Hiebert
said.

Marshals were hunting for the Rodriguez
brothers because of two incidents that took
place about four months apart.

In December 1979, Gilbert Rodriguez was
accused of fatally shooting Gavay during an

(More on FUGITIVES on Page 12)

|

dfz"mentmapwkinssbmd -

a popular nightclub in the 1500
bIockI::f Soutl%h University Drive.
“Accordmg to witness state-

| ments, the guy was trying to bully

him to get a spot,” Bill Foster, | children and was working as a

asmtant chief investigator with the
it County District Attorney’s
, said of Gilbert Rodriguez.

Foster said Gilbert Rodriguez
grabbed a handgun and shot Gavay
several times, but not before a wit-
ness jotted down the license plate
number of the brothers’ car.

While out of jail on bail on that
charge, officials say, the brothers
are suspected of killing another
man and attempting to kill a third.

During a March 1980 party at

the Rodriguez home, the brothers |

reportedly began arguing with
neighbor Douglas Billiot and a
friend, identified by Billiot’s fam-
ily as Ernest Flores. Officials said
that Billiot and Flores were appar-
ently concerned about the heavy
traffic from the party and had
gone outside to move their car.

The Rodriguez brothers, who
lived across the street, began to
beat the two men in front of Bil-
liot’s home, officials said. The
brothers took the men to a nearby
cemetery, where they continued
beating them with a tire Jack
investigators said.

The beating stopped when the
two men were believed to be
dead, Foster said. They were

found by a cemetery
groundskeeper. Billiot, 24, was
dead. The friend was alive, but

. was in a coma for a long while.

Friends said yesterday that his

__condition has improved.

Investigators could not find the
Rodriguez brothers.

Amanda Rodriguez said she
‘was surprised to learn of her sons’
 arrests late yesterday. She said she
| had not spoken to the two
- youngest of her 11 children since

 they disappeared.

“It’s been a long time since
I've seen them,” said Rodriguez,
74, as she sat at the kitchen table
of her home in the 1600 block of
Homan Avenue. “I really never
knew what happened.”

Lorethea Billiot, Douglas’
mother, said she was relieved to
learn that the men suspected of
killing her sons had finally been
apprehended.

" ¥[t’s hard on your heart, but I
never did give up,” said Billiot, 64,
 from her north Fort Worth home.

~ Since the slaymgs Billy Jack

' manager at a Phoenix company,
Hiebert said. Gilbert Rodriguez
worked at the same company,
using the name Angel Soria. He
had been arrested on four felony
counts including drug possession
and auto theft, and Soria’s finger-

prints matched Rodriguez’s in a
recent check.

“He was probably thinking this
was all behind him, but he obvi-
ously didn’t give up his criminal
ways,” Hiebert said.
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Tuesday, July 15, 1997 j g

".ﬁé one was seriously injured
in the 3 p.m. incident at the Cher-

ry Hill Apartments in the 5900

block of Callaston Lane. Howev-
a,SamandscvenoMfannhes
were for another place to
live after Fort Worth city officials

‘declared their apartments stmc- i

turally unsound.

“Chalk, glass, plaster and
smoke started falling on me,”
Sam said. “The car shook the
whole place and knocked me to
the floor. I started screaming
because I didn’t know what was
gomg on. I thought it was a

The impact knocked out two
load-bearing walls, displacing the
front wall and making the second
floor unstable, according to Brian
McGraw, fire ion engineer
for the Fort Worth Fire Depart-
ment. An estimate of the cost of
the damage was not available last

“We had to evacuate the entire
building,” McGraw said. “We
have to wait until the car is
removed before we can dacnmne

- how extensive the damage is.”

Authorities did not release the
young driver’s name, and it was
not clear whether she or her fami-
ly will be cited. The family would

Gary Smith, an off-dmy Tar-
rant Sheriff’s :
officer who works at the apart-
ment complex, said the girl was

accident scene yesterday.

dnvmg her grandmothers renul

Appuentlyshe otbehmd!he
wbeelofmewtochvehetsdfw
the mail boxes,” Smith said. “She
drove forward, j the curb
and knocked out the rewning:
walls along the sidewalk.

“She panicked, put the car in
reverse and came mshing in‘to
ﬂmapmmem.”

Amﬁmﬂdﬂemm
herclimboutomesmi
through a car window. She fled
downthema,luvinglhecar?a

“Iwumnngatmyubbdmng
paperwork when all of a sudden,
boom!” resident Frederick Henry
said. “I thought it was an earth-
quakzorsomal'nng I just gotup
andnnont p

Henry, 25, ‘%b lives on the i

second floor and not far from
where the car hit the building,
ﬁw M«ﬂﬁt etch-

Sam had 43 limb around.the
car and out onto her patio ,to

esc;peh«?amnen R

GmSnﬂ,alMWCuﬂythﬁd { o
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Sheriff’s gun range
plan questioned

Star-Telegram Staft Writer “We realize there are limited dollars and that public
_FORT WORTH — Tarrant safety is not a revenue generator, but one of the things

County commissioners balked yes- ” ? : :
terday at paying $1.2 million for a - "€ 7€ MOSt proud of is demonstrating how the money is

sheriff’s shooting range. spent.’’ ;

. Although the Commissioners — Sheriff David Williams
Court allocated $450,000 for such a
range in 1995, there was little sup-
port yesterday for providing an ad-
ditional $750,000 needed to begin
the work.

" Sheriff David Williams, who in
recent years added drug-sniffing
dogs, surplus helicopters and a
SWAT team to the sheriff’s office,
told the commissioners at yes-
terday afternoon’s budget hearing
that his department needs the
range that he wants to build in
Kennedale so that 800 sworn peace

‘ officers can get their annual weap-

ons qualification.

" The commissioners wanted to
know why the deputies can’t use
the Fort Worth police range instead
of building their own, and even Pct.
4 Commissioner J.D. Johnson,
among the strongest supporters of
the Sheriff’s Department; had his
doubts. .

-, *“I can’t believe we can’t find
something closer. I hate to see us
spend money at any remote loca-
tion.” Johnson said.

Chief Deputy Hank Pope said
that scheduling at the Fort Worth
range is always difficult, and that
there are environmental problems
from lead contamination associated
with the Sheriff’s Department’s
continued use of the Tarrant Re-
| gional Water District’s shooting
| range at Eagle Mountain Lake.

The request for the shooting

range was just one item, albeit a

large one, in the sher

Star-Telegram / RON JENKINS

iff’s 1998 bud- Tarrant County Sheriff David Williams presents his budget proposal
get request for the 1,342-employee | at Commissioner’s Court yesterday. :
‘ department. It accounts for the

largest share of county spending,
about 25 percent of the total county

budget.
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FORT WORTH ~ Tartant

‘County Sheriff David Williams has

promoted Dave Dunaway to chief

. Chief Deputy Pat Howell. & Ny
- Dunaway, 52, a 24-year veteran

- of the Texas Department of Public
Safety, joined the Sheriff’s
- Department a year ago as a captain

. in charge of the criminal investiga-

~ deputy to replace recently fired

tion division. _
As chief deputy, Dunaway will
. be in charge of the department’s
law enforcement Operations, said
- Cmdr. Jim Skidmore, Sheriff’s De-
partment spokesman,
- While working for DPS, Dun-

away spent seven years as a high-

way patrolman, seven years as an

. intelligence agent and 10 years as
. one of two Texas Rangers respon-
sible for the Fort Worth area. He
 retired from the DPS in June 1996,
- Williams saig yesterday that he is

t sheriff replaces H

Pleased to have a man of"D:un’- |

 Swanson, in charge of the jail. -

away’s “‘experience and knowl- ,
edge” in the chief deputy’s posi-
tion. The other chief deputies arg |
Hank Pope, chief of staff for th )
Sheriff’s Department, and Savald

Howell, who Dunaway replacefl,
was fired June 25 after he was 2 ;.
cused of making “heinous” arfd
“shocking” statements — “tef
roristic threats” — that borderéc
on ““criminal behavior’’ again§

" Pope, according to Howe ’s lag-

yer, Jim Lane, and a letter writtgn
Lane filed an appeal with £
Sheriff’s '-Depaa;ment'q ivil Ser-
vice Commission, denying the
legations, but countyaffﬁdia}a ain
tain that Howell is exempt fror
civil service protection because
his high rank in the Sheriff's De-
partment and because Williams a 1
pointed him to chief deputy.
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roundup s

Accident spills cattle onto freeway

Special to the Star-Telegram/DAvID ROBISON

About 40 cattle escaped yesterday when a truck overturned in
southeast Fort Worth. Top, some of the cattle turn Interstate 20

{
** ‘Star-Telegram/PAuL MOSELEY
into an escape route. Above, James Skidmore of the Sheriff’s
Department tries to calm a roped animal. STORY ON PAGE 24A

%
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~ Wreck makes officers

i
G

o

'+ BY CHRISTY GONZALES
Y Star-Telegram Staff Writer
'+ FORT WORTH — Some days
they dodge bullets. Yesterday, they
dodged bulls.
|« Officers from several area law
enforcement agencies began round-
ing up bovines at 7:45 a.m. after a
double-decker trailer hauling 93
head of cattle overturned at the
dnterchange of Interstate 20 and
Loop 820 in far southeast Fort
Worth, said Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Department Cmdr. James Skidmore.
' About 40 animals wasted no
time moo-ving all over the place,
some as far as a mile away from the
accident site.
. “At one point, we had cattle in
four different cities,” Skidmore
said.
- Between 50 and 60 police offi-
cers from Fort Worth, Arlington and
spent eight hours chas-
- ing and capturing the cattle. Crews
included animal control workers
from Kennedale, Fort Worth and

Worth firefighters who cut the alu-
minum top of the trailer to free

The cattle were taken to a hold-
ing area for stray livestock in the
Fort Worth Stockyards. About a
dozen animals died or had to be

The accident tied up traffic for
more than four hours.

One deputy sheriff suffered a
severely bruised leg.

The driver, who was not serious-
ly injured, was westbound on [-20
where 1-20 curves at the Loop 820
interchange when the trailer
flipped, Skidmore said.

In the past year, the Sheriff’s
Department has handled four inci-
dents involving overturned trucks
that were carrying animals, he said.

“It’s all a part of public service,”
Skidmore said. “So if it means get-
ting down in the grass and getting
dirty and getting bunged and
banged up and ’rasslin a steer —
that’s what we do. It’s part of the
job.”

owhoys for a day

o m.
- - vo' .

ih‘lington and two dozen Fort
« ] —




Tarrant County Sheriff’s Depai'tment Deputy Ralph Clemons tries to
lasso a bull that escaped from an overturned cattle truck at the Inter-

sﬁte 20-Loop 820 mt&change. At left, Clemons tries to calm lﬁs Imrsef;'

Fort Worl:h police officer S.W. Cooper talks on his radio at the scene of
the overturned truck. Law enforcement officers from Fort Worth, Arlmg—
ton and Kennedale worked to ronnd up the eseaped cattle
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rash

By KATHY SANDERS

AND NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writers

EAGLE MOUNTAIN LAKE
— A Tarrant County sheriff’s
helicopter on an investigative sur-
veillance flight plummeted from
the sky and crashed yesterday
morning, killing the pilot of the
sheriff’s controversial air fleet
and another deputy.

Investigators quoted unidenti-
fied witnesses as saying that the
helicopter, a military surplus OH-
58 Bell Ranger, was flying over
an airstrip owned by Kenneth
Copeland Ministries when it sud-
denly “dropped straight down”
and crashed east of Eagle Moun-
tain Lake about 9:50 a.m.

The aircraft slammed on its
skids, crushing the undercarriage,
but remained upright with its
rotor angled skyward. There was

no éxplosion or fire, and the cause
of the crash had not been deter- |
mmed

“As far as we can tell, it came

s&a@ht down as it is,” said Lt. John |

Dqlton a sheriff’s spokesman. “It
loqkshkeltsmadltchandxtsnot.
It’s flat.”

He said several people w1t~
nessed the crash, but “we can’t '
comment on what the witnesses

a‘%he impact killed Lt. George 1
Mdunce “Copter” Hendrix, the 51- !
ye@r-;old pilot who spearheaded the |
sheriff’s effort to acquire the heli-
copters, and Deputy Thomas Jay
Smith, 45. ‘
“The helicopter was one of two
OH-58A Kiowas owned by the
Sheriff’s Department. Sheriff
David Williams initially set up the
eet in July 1994 with three
ed military surplus choppers

elicopter

kills

deputies

] helicopter
crash

enneth Copeland
Ministries

Inside:

» Future of sheriff's helicopter

program is in doubt. 23A

> Helicopters criticized from the
beginning. Bud Kennedy, 1B

2496 s-¢ra Hughes OH-6s — but
fitua yu'adedthemforthe OH-
88¢.a military version of the Bell
':;' janger 206.

stlmed 1mmedlate controversy
usations that Williams was
ndply enamored with law enforce-
geqt hardware. He had previously
jired souped-up Chevrolet
‘amaros, drug-sniffing dogs and
ibthachine guns for a tactical
ipons team, bolstering his
ties” duties as law officers over
traditional role as jailers.
& Williams said at the time that he
anted the copters for drug surveil-
ice and to aid other law enforce-

1
.w
d Wi
)

{ ment agencms in mvestlgauons and
- emergencies.

County cemmissioners said yes-
~ terday that they will re-evaluate

their support of the pro;

“The sheriff has to come to the
Commissioners Court and justify
why he wants to continue the pro-
gram after this tragic incident,”
Commissioner Marti Van-
Ravenswaay said.

Speaking at a late-afternoon
| news conference at Copeland Min-
' istries, Williams praised Hendrix
and Smith as “fine officers” and
said unexpected death is “some-
thing we know in law enforcement
| can happen.”

He said the deputies were on an
“airborne reconnaissance ...intelli-
gence-gathering” mission related to
a criminal investigation.

He would not elaborate on the
nature of the investigation.

Earlier in the afternoon, Georgia
Snyder, lead investigator for the
National Transportation Safety
Board, said investigators had “pre-
liminary information that the heli-
copter had been doing practicing
and may have just taken off from
this airport when they experienced
a problem and were attempting to
make an emergency landing.”

She said there was no obvious
sign that anything on the aircraft:
had come apart in flight.

John Clables, the Federal Avia-
- tion Administration’s spokesman
- for the Southwest region, said the
- pilot did not radio a distress call

and was not in contact with air traf-
fic controllers when the helicopter
went down.

By the time rescuers arrived at
the crash site, bystanders had

pulled the two men out of the
wreckage and were performing car-

diopulmonary resuscitation, said
Danny Martin, a paramedic with
the Eagle Mountain Volunteer Fire
Department.

“They had head injuries, spinal
injuries, multiple-system trauma
from the hard impact,” he said.

The crash site, in an unincorpo-
rated part of northwest Tarrant
County, was on Copeland property
off Morris Dido Newark Road. The
religious organization has allowed

 the Sheriff’s Department heli-
copters to use its airstrip for prac-
tice landings and takeoffs, said Bar-
ry Tubbs, associate minister for the
. group. \



 After the crash, the property’|  récords show that the heli-
\'gn:nwﬁeﬂmnidoN mmnmedtodn&er-
oad was gf‘urdod by s iff’s Pmt on June 19.
i and security officers.  said it was 25 years old
i iams arrived at the site i i 3700 hours of flight time.
afternoon, although several  ~'gojj - Helicopter-Textron:
mu members of his Dick Davies said the
[, @ county COMMISSION- | ¢omnan had “no specific informa-
er, conztlables s‘f?rt:ﬁ u;.opersmd mony that crashed,”
local volunteer ters were but that a Bell representative was
there throughout the day. | the NTSB in the investi-
m“mm{m sheriff’s are
said the Sheriff’s ~ kept at the Air Star hangar at
mmhngﬂendnxsnﬁalmd ,
flight certifications and would tum Airpo
them over to the NTSB, along with yoﬁcg:gmsmm il
the copter’s mechanical records. The department rented the |

Hendrix is not listed in the

'FAA's database as a licensed pilot

with a current medical certificate,
according to a computer search
conducted by the Star-Telegram.

But an FAA source said pilots of
public-use aircraft, such as a sher-
iff’s helicopter, aren’t required to
hold pilot’s licenses and medical |
certificates. It was unclear yester-
day what additional training or cer-
tification Hendrix might have
received in the OH-58 other than

wlnlemthennlnry

Wllhams said Hendnx had|

L —

owner of the hangar.

|

hangar space for “in the neighbor-
hood of $300 a month,” said Reed

Pigman, president of Texas Jet Inc.,
“I gave them a discounted rate

‘ becauselwassuppomveofthexr[

air command] program,” Pigman
said. In a mid-July interview at the

' hangar, Hendrix said one of the

sheriff’s aircraft had about 3,700
flight hours on it and the other
about 4,000 hours. ,

“The helicopters are prdfhghted
every morning and sit fueled up,
ready to go,” Hendrix said in the
interview. “We can be in the air in a

2,400hmn'soffhghtumeandwas few minutes.”

County Commissioner J.D.
Johnson, who inspected the crash
site, said the Sheriff’s Department
“maintained the proper-
ly and had qualified pilots. Mal-
functions are going to happen.”

- Witnesses to the crash told
investigators that the “tail was
going around” the body of the heli-
copter as it went down, Johnson
said. The Sheriff’s Department

acquired the helicopters from the
federal government, which in

= aircraft to sher-
S dq)ammms in about 15 states.
Maintenance and other expens-
es, including hangar rent and fuel,
are financed with money from
seized in drug cases.
’ Star-Telegram asked to
inspect the helicopters’ fli
on July 18, but the Sheriff’s
‘Department hs refused to release
the records. The newspaper has

%m.«mw;en-

He said the Army maintained
the helicopters in “pristine condi-
tion” and that the Sheriff’s Depart-

| Jr,, Chris Vaughn,

do.We'reonanon-callhl'llnd!
don’t fly a certain number of hours
every day,” Hendrix said. “If you

donlhaveamsontohh#[mc

3
helicopter], don’t get in it.”
Hendrix said in the July m ?
view that Bob is ’?
 the regular pilot of either heli- “

“I'm just a back-up guy,” he
said. ‘

Staff writer Jaek
Williams III, Michael Weis-
senstein and Anlta Baker con-
tributed to this report. [
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ence after the helicopter crash cmkmedmdmmmw
from left is crash investigator Georgia Snyder. o
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’ Thursday, September 18, 1997 / Star-Telearam
I

BY ANITA BAKER

Star-Telegram Staff Writer i ;

Copeland Ministries bought a small north-
west Tarrant County airstrip where two
sheriff’s deputies died in a helicopter crash
yesterday, military aircraft used the field.

- Built during World War II, the airfield
accommodated Marine Corps, Army and
National Guard aircraft for more than 30

i1

rant airstrip where two died
was part of WWII training base

The runway is paft of 1,200 acres bor-

Al ' dering Eagle Mountain Lake that the reli-
~Bor decades before the Kenneth

gious organization bought more than 10
years ago, said associate minister Barry
Tubbs. ;

The ministries has kept the strip main-

. tained to accommodate occasional flights

for two airplanes the organization owns,
and had agreed to allow Sheriff’s Depart-
ment helicopters to use it for practice land-
ings and takeoffs, Tubbs said..

“We had not entered into any contracts.
It was just an accommodation on our
part,” he said about the agreement. Tubbs
said deputies probably used the field no

more than a half-dozen times a year.

“Typically, they would call and let us

- know they would be coming out, but I

don’t know if they did this morning,” he

~ said yesterday.

- During the war years, the strip was laid

received preliminary training in small air-
craft, said Bill Fairley, a history columnist
for the Star-Telegram. ’

Cross-country military aircraft would
often stop over to refuel before completing
their flights, he said.

Later, the land was transferred to the
Army, which also used Eagle Mountain
Lake to land seaplanes. .

After the war, it became a training facil-

" for a Marine Corps air station where pilots

ity for Fort Worth units of the Texas Army
National Guard where Fairley served from
1948 to 1950. :
It remained an active base until after
the 1950s or *60s when the National
Guard used it only for weekend training,
said Bill Abernathy, who also once served
there. , i
Copeland Ministries purchased it from
the National Guard, he said. ity
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