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In response to V'lrgima Graham’s Nov. 27
letter, “Fair play for sheriff” concerning the
prejudice of the Star-Telegram writers:
Please pass the word on to her that many
other people out here agme thh you and
your people.

I, for onp, th;mk that Sheriff David
Wﬂhamsshmﬂdres:gnandtakeafewofhls
top henchmen with him.

I admit that I have been one of the first to
yell some pretty nasty things at the Star-
Telegram in the past, but I pray that the
Star-Telegram keeps on telling us about
Dayvid Williams’ antics! We need to know.

I believe we lost a good person when all
those other “true Christians” voted for
Williams in the last sheriff’s election and we
let Bill McClandon, who had more than 20
years’ experience, get away. I hope he gives
us another chance, ¥

DOROTHY COWART
Fort Worth
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| Sheriff’s deputies receive

honors for work -

By NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Tarrant
County sheriff’s deputies were
recognized by their department
last night for doing their Jjobs well

-and in some cases, serving
beyond the call of duty.

But the biggest award went to
the littlest deputy of all — 7-year-
old Ty Vaughn of Rendon. Last
June, he rescued his stepfather who
had fallen from a ladder and was
knocked unconscious.

In a touching scene, Sheriff
David Williams knelt and pinned a
Sheriff’s Star award ribbon onto
the youngster’s Cub Scout uniform

- while 150 people gathered in a
fourth-floor courtroom gave him a
standing ovation.

“Tam very proud of the job you
all do,” Williams said in his open-
ing remarks. :

Williams then took a swipe at
the county commissioners whom
he sued last month. The sheriff is
trying to block implementation of
this year’s county budget because
he says it doesn’t provide enough
money for the Sheriff’s Depart-

ment and doesn’t offer big enough
raises.

“I must tell you I am not proud
of the way this county compen-
sates you,” he said. “I will jealous-
ly and zealously look after your
best interests.”

Deputies Amy Craig and Roy
Frank were named Deputies of the
Year. Kelley Curn and Barbara
Wells were named Non-sworn
Deputies of the Year. Sgt. Ron
Hathcock was named Reserve
Deputy of the Year.

Sgts. Scott Christian and
Stephen Trubey were named
Supervisors of the Year.

Twenty deputies received meri-
torious service awards, four
received Sheriff’s Star awards, and
13 received lifesaving awards.

One of them was Phillip Sulli-
van, who rescued a woman and
her two children from a burning
house while he was off-duty. “I

just did what needed to be done,”

he said.

- It was a celebratory evening for

the department, but the night
included a somber remembrance

for two deputies, Lt. Maurice Hen;}

drix and Deputy T.J. Smith, who  and supervi

were killed Sept. 17, 1997, in the

- crash of a departmental helicopter.
“It is fitting that the last award
marked the greatest sacrifice,”

Williams said. Nominations for

the awards are submitted by
supervisors or deputies, said Capt.
John Dalton. Any department
member can submit a name to the
award committee. Then deputies

recipients.

 Neil Strassman, (817) 3907657

sors from the different -
sheriff’s divisions select the awald_

Y
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After sport utility vehicle dispﬁie,
Sheriff’s Department buys sedans

By NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — After fail-
ing to get his department a fleet of
expensive sport utility vehicles
last year, Sheriff David Williams
has agreed to go along with coun-
ty commissioners and ordered
plain-jane patrol cars.

Instead of 30 $30,000 Chevro-
let Tahoes, the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment is getting 19 Ford Crown
Victorias equipped for police
work. The Fords cost about
$20,660 each. : ¢

“We need the most cars for the
money,” said Executive Chief

Deputy Hank Pope. “We may

request other cars, but no
Tahoes.” &

The department was attracted
to the Tahoes because they are a
utilitarian vehicle with more pas-
senger room and a better resale
value, he said.

Williams could not be reached
to comment. :

The 19 Fords — 15 for patrol
and four for the warrants division
— were ordered Monday, said
Roy Edwards, assistant county
purchasing agent. '

The commissioners, who
authorized $675,000 last year for
the purchase of a mix of trucks

and sedans, refused to buy the
Tahoes.

Williams’ bid for Tahoes
sparked a yearlong vehicle con-
troversy that. now, appears to be

- ending. The commissioners said

yesterday that they approve of
the sheriff’s purchase of the
Fords. g

“Even if he’s not talking with
us, maybe he’s listening to us,”
said Commissioner Glen Whit-

ley, when asked about the Ford

purchase.

“We applaud the realization
on his part that he should confine
himself to buying orthodox
equipment for police purposes,”
County Judge Tom Vandergriff
said.

The vehicle flap increased the

‘enmity between the commission-

ers and the sheriff, who sued the
county last month to block
implementation of the 1999
county budget.

After rejecting the request for
Tahoes last year, the commis-
sioners scrutinized the sheriff’s
150-vehicle fleet. They were
incensed to find five new Fords
— which together cost about
$100,000 — that had sat unused
in the county garage for nearly a
year. '

They halted delivery of seven
1998 Tahoes, and didn’t release
them until Williams provided a
complete list of his department’s
vehicles and explained why the
Fords were not used. ‘

Then Williams proposed
refurbishing the current fleet of
Chevrolet Caprices, which he
said are superior to the Fords.

“There was no set fee and the
cost to refurbish them could
range from $12,000 to $19,000,”
Pope said, explaining why that

‘proposal was dropped.

The commissioners then
looked hard at the department’s
89 take-home cars, and took
some of them away.

They also took back two
Tahoes because they had low
mileage and weren’t being used.
Those were given to the fire mar-
shal. ; e

The sheriff still has $675,000
to spend on cars, county purchas-
er Jack Beacham said.

“The mileage is extraordinary
on some of those, sheriff’s cars.
They need new ones,” Beacham
said. The department has more
than 60 cars with more than
1001000 m-ﬂes! he ,saéé"»

Neil Strassman, (817) ii!fo;'rm
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Give Kallal aﬁbreak

I was embarrassed your Dec. 4
editorial concerning Tarrant County
Sheriff David Williams’ ppearance in
court. Please understand, I think our
sheriff is a case study in galomama and
probably needs medlcat g. However, 1
thought your personal ttacks on his.
attorney’s performance WQre unnecessary |
and, quite frankly, ben&ath you as an
editorial board.

The fact that Jana Ka}m w awkward
and nervous in court could have been as
easily attributable to the fact that she was .
under intense public scmtily as it could to .
incompetence. Let’s keep in mind that - ‘
some of the finest legal minds in the
country are nerdy little bookworms who -
have never made an appearance in court."-

It doesn’t make them bad lawyers.

If you want to editorialize on the
invalidity of the sheriff’s legal pos:f;ion, do-
so. There is certamly a lot of material to-"
work with. But give the lady a break. After-
all, she is saddled with pawer—hungry
controlhng client and a highly tenuous '
legal argument F, Lee Ballejr would‘ bé

* bumbling. :

CYNTHIA Bnown
. Legal assistant
~ Fort Worth -
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Sherlff s filing

reviewed by judge

K

ﬁl@éus grounds objectlon to
mediation now includes
W‘sﬂlams, McGrath says.

1elets By NEIL STRASSMAN

Tl 7 . Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Like his attorney, Sheriff
David Williams objects on religious grounds to
mediation as a means of resolving his lawsuit
to block the 1999 Tarrant County budget.

“Mediation infringes on the constitutional
rights-“‘provided in the free exercise and estab-
lishinent clauses” of the First Amendment, say
court.papers filed late Monday afternoon by
Williams’ attorney, Jana Kallal.

“This now is the sheriff clearly raising the
objection himself,” said District Judge Bob
MieGrath; in whose court the lawsuit is being
heasd’ “She [Kallal] has raised it on behalf of
: “Williams could not be reached to comment.

- Kallal said yesterday that in refiling the
objections to mediation, it was not her intention
to:speak for Williams.

& “-Ihat‘was not my purpose I’'m preserving

the issue for appeal. I didn’t intend to include

the sheriff,” she said. The original objections to

mediation mentioned other constitutional rights
but did not discuss the religious issues, she
said.

The First Amendment’s establishment clause
is considered the basic constitutional protection
for freedom of religion and the separation of
church and state. It says: “Congress shall make
no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”

At the close of a Dec. 3hearingonmelaw-
suit, Kallal told McGrath that she could not “in
good faith” paxﬁcipate in mediation because of
“religious issues” against facilitated meetings.
Williams declined to say whether he shared
Kallal’s beliefs.

Kallal said after the hearing that she was not
prepared to talk about her beliefs. McGrath has
asked her to include information on them in
legal briefs that must be filed by mid-January.

“She has not requested a hearing on the
objections, so I will continue to wait for the
briefing on Jan. 15,” McGrath said.

Williams sued the commissioners last month

ﬁ,‘: ¥ bt e ie Spae e g s S ]
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to block the county from mplemenung its $2AO
million budget as it applies to salaries in his
depamnent The budget provides $54.2 million
for the S s Department — about $2 mil-
lion than last year, but less than the sheriff
requ&ted Williams contends that the commis-
sioners denied his department essential funding
and interfered with his amhonty

The county commissioners support media-

tion.
'111«1[ judge is trying to get everyone to talk,

Mmgwehavemwtodoforthelongest |
time,” Commissioner Glen Whitley said.

County Judge Tom Vandergriff said media-
tion is a “useful tool.”

The commissioners have said Williams’ law- :
suit is without merit because under Texas law
the Commissioners Court has budgetary

' ‘authority over county government.

The Dec. 3 hearing was called by McGrath
after Kallal filed a motion alleging that his pre-
trial order violates the sheriff’s rights, court
operating rules and Texas law. Theordervxo—
lates his due process rights, she said.
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Fort Worth area

Sheriff ’S liwsuit flawed,
county officials contend

FORT WORTH — “Defects” exist
in Sheriff David Williams’ lawsuit that
seeks to block implementation of the

1999 Tarrant County budget, county -

officials said in legal papers filed yes-
terday.

The filing by the Tarrant County
district attorney, who is representing
commissioners and other county offi-
cials sued by Williams, was a response
to recent legal filings by Williams.

There are “affirmative defenses”

and “we allege a number of defects in

| the plaintiff’s pleading,” said Ann
Diamond, an assistant district attor-
ney. She declined to elaborate but

said the defenses and defects will be
discussed in briefs filed by Jan. 15
for the next scheduled court appear-
ance before state District Judge Bob
McGrath. '

Williams sued the commissioners
last month to block the county from
implementing its $240 million budget

as it applies to salaries in his depart-
| ment. The budget provides $54.2 mil-

lion for the Sheriff’s Department —
about $2 million more than last year but

| less than the sheriff requested. Williams

contends that the commissioners denied

his department essential funding and

interfered with his authority.
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Fort Worth Police Chief Thomas Windham’s name
always comes up when people are looking at someone ~
to run against Tarrant County Sheriff David Williams.
But Windham said he’s simply not interested in the
job. Windham has said in the past that he at least wants.,
to stick around until the city crime tax vote in 2000. ...
“T’ve had a lot of people ask me about it. Sheriff’s
deputies. Republicans. Democrats,” Windham said.
“But I've got the law enforcement job I want. Why
would I want to take that on? I'm just not interested.” .}
Although Windham has a strong Republican voting ..
record, he describes himself as a “very moderate” -y
Republican. There have been suggestions before that if
‘Windham runs for a polmcal office, it would beona
state level. 5%
One of the offices menuoned is the seat held by
Democratic state Sen. Mike Moncrief. Windham is -
popular in many of the neighborhoods, especially those
where mmonnes are in the majority, included in that **

dlsulct s y
Windham, however, would have to run as a A
Democrat to nab that post, ' :
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_Sheriff vs. commissioners

~ Tarrant County’s unpredictable sheriff, David
Williams, became embroiled in an escalating feud
with county commissioners who questioned his
handling of the department.

Among the controversies:

. ® Five new patrol cars went unused while he
demanded a fleet of $30,000 sport utility vehicles.

- B Department-owned buses were used to ferry
deople to a Williams rally.

- m Fifty-five employees of nude dancing clubs
were arrested because their employers had improp-
erly posted licenses, but no charges were filed by
the district attorney. Twenty-seven club workers
filed claims for $5,000 apiece.

- Williams called the awarding of $1 million in
unplanned mid-year raises to jailers an “abuse” by
commissioners while he sat on $175,000 in county
money that had been set aside for pay increases.

- Using their power over the purse strings, com-

oy

missioners grounded his controversial helicopter
program, removed under-used vehicles and refused
to buy the 30 requested Tahoes. They also cut
Williams’ 1999 budget request and reduced his
staff by 36 people.

Williams fought back. He sued the commission-

Star-Telegram Archives/JiLL JOHNSON

Sheriff David Williams takes a moment as his new pri-
vate attorney talks with the media in September.

ers to block the 1999 budget, saying it would do
irreparable harm and lower morale,

A district judge ordered mediation, but Williams
and his attorney said that their religious beliefs pre-
vented them from mediating the dispute. A court
date is set for Jan. 15.
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I THE ASTONISHING APVENTURES OF SHERIFF WILLIAMS
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Newsmaker 1998

STEALING A PAGE from Time magazine’s annual Man of the
Year feature — or in the case of 1998, Bill Clinton and Kenneth
Starr as Men of the Year — the Star-Telegram’s Editorial Board
convened this week to discuss pos51b1ht1es for Tarrant County’s
Newsmaker of the Year. )

The meeting lasted less than a minute. ‘

Without question, Shenff David Williams eamed the
distinction.

He may not have rated a mention in the Texas Associated -
Press’ year-in-review listings, but he consistently generated more
ink in the Star-Telegram than any other local personality this year.

Williams is a walking definition of the word enigma. We would
have added talking to the previous sentence, but he hasn’t done
much of that this past year with anyone other than Republlcan
club members and his attorney.

Since his first swearing-in as shenff in January 1992 the 44-
year-old Williams has undergone a transformation. During his first
attempt at elected office, Williams articulated a vision of a full-
service law enforcement agency for the Sheriff’s Department, a

vision that the voters apparently supported when they re-elected
him to his second term in 1996. He was clear about the direction
in which he wanted to take his department: continue running an
efficient jail while expandmg the “street side” of the operations
with more special units, like narcotics, tactical and air patrol.
Some speculate that the tragic crash of a department helicopter,
which killed two deputies, was the beginning of the changes in
Williams, but exactly who or what sparked his metamorphosis is as

~ mysterious as his
next move. Williams

Therefore, the

' recently embraced  Teasoning goes, it is
the idea that the - exempt from the
off:ice of the sheriff, gel of »
as defined by th mmissioners |
Texas Constmt:OH Court oversight that
and the old English might apply to other
common law from CGH?EyidePRMents
‘which he belleves o " Orso m '

- the office was “ As we said, the
1 . sheriff does very
little public -
speaking, so theories




Star-Telégram Archive/Photo I].lusu'atlon
Sheriff David Williams

about the standing and operation of his office are being gleaned
from the court filings of his attorney and statements by the ~
sheriff’s supporters. Those supporters have chariged during his two
terms. The mainstream Republicans who tapped him for the office
back in 1992 have distanced themselves from the increasingly
unpredictable sheriff, and Williams now draws his strongest
backing from fundamentalist religious groups.

During the year, tensions escalated between the sheriff and
commissioners over unused patrol cars, demands for expensive
sport utility vehicles and the use of county-owned buses to take -
people to a rally at a church near downtown Fort Worth. The
situation exploded when Williams filed suit against the county
commissioners in October after the court cut the sheriff’s budget
request and reduced his staff by 36 people. Williams’ suit is an
attempt to block the 1999 budget on the grounds that it would
lower morale and irreparably harm his department.

.The most recent twist to the conflict has everyone, mcludmg
the judge presiding over the lawsuit, walking on eggshells. -
Williams has never hidden his strong religious convictions. He
keeps a copy of the Ten Commandments under the glass top of his
office desk. He added a religion-based unit to the jail, often
referred to as the God Pod, where predominantly Christian-based
counseling is provided, and he greatly expanded the department’s
chaplaincy program.

But now Williams is objecting to court-ordered, pre-trial
mediation on the grounds that it violates the free exercise and

_ establishment of religion clauses of the First Amendment.

Although Williams’ latest maneuvers may draw applause from
his hard-core fundamentalist supporters, they are forcing more
mainstream Republicans — the ones who tapped the former
Haltom City officer for the job back in 1992 — to distance
themselves. It will be interesting to watch who lines up for the
Republican ballot slot come 2000.

The advent of 1999 will not mean the fading of Williams’ name
from the headlines. On the contrary, he and his attorney will be

| back in the news Jan. 15 — if not sooner — when they must

appear before state district Judge Bob McGrath to file briefs
explaining their religious objections to facilitated meetings.

- With the unexpected twists in this continuing story, Williams
could be in the running for the Newsmaker of 1999.
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~ Voting majority
Your long Thursday editorial that
featured a photo illustration of the
_ honorable Sheriff David Williams was not
at all accurate in its description of the
“voting” Republican majority that elected
and then re-elected Williams. -

The same “majority” of voting
Republmans will re-elect him again should
he choose to serve Tarrant County again
‘as its top law enforcement officer, in spite -

~of your liberal bias in reporting and
editorializing about the best elected
official ever elected to a position of public

~ trust in the éounty’s hlstory _
- Doy ]ONES

Arlington
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alr program
1s closed out
Also, the department’s request
for additional space has been

rejected.

BY NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Sheriff David Williams’
5-year-old helicopter program was closed out
yesterday by Tarrant County commissioners,
who also refused to authorize $350,000 to ren-
ovate the basement of a county building for the
Sheriff’s Department. ; ;

In approving participation in a state-admin-
istered program to get federal military surplus
equipment, the commissioners said Williams
must relinquish his remaining OH-58A Bell
military-surplus helicopter. :

Williams initially tried to hang onto the heli-
copter program after a Sept. 17, 1997, crash
near Eagle Mountain Lake killed two deputies
— sheriff’s investigator T.J. Smith and Lt.
Maurice Hendrix. :

Now, sheriff’s officials say they are willing
to trade the helicopter to another law enforce-
ment agency. - =

“We’re trying to get rid of the helicopter.
We're trying to trade it. We’re not flying it or
using it,” said Capt. John Dalton, the sheriff’s
spokesman. ;

The department is trying to trade the helicopter
for another piece of equipment of equal value, Dal-
ton said, adding that he could not say what kind of
equipment the department is seeking.

Commissioners said yesterday that they are anx-
ious to see the sheriff’s air program end. It would
cost the county more than $1 million in benefits to
the deputies’ families. Also, Smith’s widow has
sued the county. :

“We’re anxious to transfer the title of the heli-
copters to someone else,” County Judge Tom Van-
dergriff said.

But the commissioners are in no hurry to give
the department additional space until they have a
floor plan and know why Williams has three per-

sonal offices.

- The department wants the basement of the Crim-
inal Courts Jail Building at 300 West Belknap St.
for office space for personnel, recruiting and com-
munity relations programs, Executive Chief Deputy
Hank Pope said. !

But Commissioner J.D. Johnson said he could
not support the request. :

“I’m reluctant to vote for anything until we have
a layout for the entire Sheriff’s Department, and I
want to know exactly where the sheriff’s offices

are,” Johnson said. . 1
Williams has an office on the third floor of the '
Bglknap building and another at the Green Bay jail. |
His newest office is on the ground floor of the Tar- |
rant County Corrections Center at 100 N. Lamar |
St., two blocks from the Belknap building. f
After the Commissioners Court meeting, Pope ‘
said that only Williams could explain his office use, |
but Williams could not be reached to comment. |
“I assume he wants to be able to have firsthand

communication with the employees and to oversee |

“We’re anxious to transfer the title of
the helicopters to someone else.”

— Tom Vandergrm-
county judge

e .

the operations in each of the jails,” Pope said. :

The basement, which has about 4,000 square feet
of usable office space, has a Sheriff’s Department’
property room, an old radio room, storage space’
and a facilities management office, said Gary Kir~
by, county facilities director. ; .

K?rby said he is preparing a floor plan of the"
Sheriff’s Department buildings for the commission-
ers. : i :

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657

o
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Sheriff’s attorney says county
snared in conflict of interest

By Linpa P. CAMPBELL
AND NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writers

FORT WORTH — In yet
another twist to his legal battle
with Tarrant County commission-
ers over the county budget, Sher-
iff David Williams is arguing that
the district attorney’s office can-
not represent the commissioners
because of a conflict of interest.

The sheriff’s argument appar-
ently is that the district attorney’s
office represents him in other
matters and cannot represent the
commissioners against him.

‘Assistant District Attorneys
Ray Rike and Ann Diamond dis-
agree and asked state District
Judge Bob McGrath yesterday to
rule on whether they can continue
representing the commissioners
in Williams” suit concerning his
1998-99 budget. :

Williams had not raised the
conflict of interest issue in court
filings but conveyed his concerns
through his lawyer to District
Attorney Tim Curry on Monday.

“Yes, we did meet, but I am
not going to discuss what was
said,” Curry said. The' meeting
was initiated at the request of
Williams’ attorney, Jana Kallal,

Al

Jor your information

Assistance sought

The Adolescent Recovery Project,.
a new county drug treatment pro-
gram, is seeking donations and a
building. Staff members can be
reached at Challenge Inc., the
agency overseeing the project, at
(817) 737-6535. The address is
Adolescent Recovery Project, 3001
Sanguinet St., Fort Worth 76107,

m

he said.

McGrath set a hearing on the
issue for 2 p.m. today.

The attorneys sought a court
ruling because, at this point in the
case, they cannot withdraw with-
out McGrath’s permission. The
parties also face several dead-
lines. :

“We need to get the matter
clarified as quickly as possible,”
County Judge Tom Vandergriff
said. “We feel the DA’s office is
certainly qualified to represnt
us ”

Williams sued the commis-
sioners Nov. 12 about cuts they

- made in his department’s budget.

Wllhams maintains that the com;

missioners are interfering with

his authority and have underfund-

ed his department. The commis- -
sioners say they are simply exer-
cising their duty to hold his .
department fiscally accountable.

Although lawyers from the '

district attorney’s office have '
filed documents in the case and
appeared in court, the sheriff and '
his attorney had not previously
contended that there was a con-
flict of interest in their involve- |

ment.

and Diamond argued that, even

though their office represents the
Sheriff’s Department in other liti-

gation, they have not formed an
attorney-client relationship with

Williams involving any issues in

this suit.

“The mere fact that govern-

In yesterday’s motion, Rike

ment counsel is called upon to
advise and defend the sheriff in |

other matters does not disqualify |
the district attorney from repre-
senting the commissioners court '

or the county or its officials in
actions in which the district attor- -

ney does not represent the sher-

iff,” the motion argues.

" Linda P. Campbell, (817) 390.7867
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ileal'ing on possible conﬁict
‘in Williams case canceled

~ FORT WORTH — A hearing yester-
‘day on whether the district attorney’s
©office can represent Tarrant County com-

‘missioners in a legal dispute with Sheriff
David Williams about the 1999 county

budget was canceled.

_ Williams® attorney, Jana Kallal, can- :

celed the 2 p.m. hearing before state
 District Judge Bob McGrath because
she had a sick child. Hours later, the dis-
trict attorney’s office withdrew its
request for an immediate hearing on the
‘question of whether the district attorney
has a conflict of interest if it represents
the county.

~ “It’s still possible there will be a hear-
ing, but at this point there is no request
‘for one,” Assistant District Attorney Mar-

JANUARY 8. 1999

Tarrant
retains
law firm

4

Vi R o 8

- Conflict of interest

cited in sheriff’s lawsuit
BY NEIL STRASSMAN ;

; ; Star-Telegram Staff Writer !

FORT WORTH — County commissioners
hired outside counsel yesterday to represent
them in their legal battle with Sheriff David
Williams after the Tarrant County district
attorney withdrew from the case. /

At an emergency meeting of the Commis-
sioners Court, Assistant District Attorney
Marvin Collins “reluctantly” told commis-

- sioners that because of conflict of interest
_ allegations, they should get a new lawyer to

block the 1999 county budget. s
_ County commissioners lashed out at

© Williams, calling the suit and yesterday’s
~action frivolous and a “disgraceful waste” of

taxpayer dollars. Sheriff’s officials said the

district attorney did the right thing.

~ The commissioners agreed to pay the
Austin law firm of Bickerstaff, Heath $185
per hour to represent them in the suit. The
firm has represented Tarrant County before,
in a prison overcrowding lawsuit against the
state. ; ;
Collins and County Judge Tom Vandergriff
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0 ﬁhgommmsxoners yesterday, attorney
H saldﬂwcoultysposmonmdlem

said there is no conflict of interest for the district
attorney, who represents the county and all of its
elected officials when they are sued, to represent.
commissioners in the suit.
“%wmsaﬁsﬁedmhaweﬂmdefendusmm
matter. We don’t consider that there was a conflict,
hnmampafacﬂyw:nmgwmeomsidecounsel
Mwmwnodmbt,

esolved 2 qu'as ”Co]hnssmd.
! Shenﬁ"s officials and Williams’ attorney, Jana

5 ordavdmed:atmn on rehglous gmunds McGrath
'“Y’wreobvmustymwnm«:fywwkahoutme has set a Jan. 15 hearing for the parties to file briefs |
details of the case with both sides; you can’t repre- mﬂnme,mcludmgmasonswbymcmm
~ aentmslde he said. “It kind of shows the sheriff be unacceptable.
- is attorney knew what they were talking about.” : e s
, Afm:ev:ewmgthefacts andthepleadmgsand Nasmunn,m‘z)sn-m

.“».‘»7
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Farris execution
would be mistake

The' state of Texas, preparing for the

Wednesday execution of Troy Dale
Farris, is a%out to make an unforgiv-
mistake. ; ;
#.ﬂle Texans should take note of this case,
i 2 especially Gov. George W.
= Bush, the Board of Par-
dons and Paroles, the Leg-
islature, and all those who
view capital punishment
as a God-given ritual to
- punish sinners, even if the
wrong person is executed.
Farris, found guilty of

the December 1983 slay-
ing of a Tarrant County
deputy sheriff, should not
P T

2 2 w
‘COM?AENTARY heli:‘_s inngc,:ent or guilty of
" the crime. But I do tllmolvé
that no one — absolutely no one — shou
ever be found guilty of a crime based on thc’:
evidence (or lack thereof) presented in Farris
case, much less put to death. _

Because his case involved an obviously

bungled investigation, destroyed and/or tam-

T

pered evidence and, at the least,
misstatements by a law enforce-
ment official, Farris should be a
fiee man today,
- Deputy Clark Rosenbalm Jr.
was shot to death on an isolated
road near Saginaw after, police
said; he interrupted a drug trans-
action involving Farris, Vance
Nation and Charles Lowder.
‘Eleven months after the
killing, someone told police that
Nation had mentioned the shoo-
ing at a party. That led to the
arrest of the three men, who
were charged with capital mur-
pra

“Nation would testify that he
thought Farris had shot the
deputy, and Farris’ former broth-
er-in-law, Jimmy Daniel, testi-
fied that Farris had confessed the
killing to him, and said he ‘had
thrown the 357-caliber Magnum
‘pistol into Marine Creek. =
_:Divers “trained in underwater
investigation Systematically
sedrched” Marine Creek, but
never found the gun. i

<Daniel also took officers to an
area where he said Farris had
fited .357-caliber bullets into a
tree trunk about a year earlier,
but the .357 rifling marks on
those slugs did not match the
ones that were recovered from

 Rosenbalm’s body.

. Farris, in an interview with

; ;%%%rj-.kle ram reporter Jack

Pouglas Jr., said that, as he

s




drove away from the scene, he
saw Nation tackle the officer.
And Lowder told Douglas that
he believes the officer was killed
by someone else after all three
men had driven away.

About a year after the trial,

capital murder charges were

dropped against Nation. He did,
however, plead guilty to posses-
sion of marijuana and was given
a seven-year probated sentence.
Capital murder charges were also
‘dropped against Lowder, who
was granted immunity in the
case. :

Complicating the case even
more was the fact that marijuana
was discovered on the slain
deputy, and investigators had a
long discussion at the homicide
scene about what to do with it.

Sheriff’s Capt. Johnny Prince
initially said he took the marijua-
na from Rosenbalm’s coat pock-
et, but he would tell at least three

 different stories about what hap-
pened to it. Regardless, the evi-
dence disappeared from the
crime scene.

« Prince took the Fifth Amend-
ment in Farris’ trial, Subsequent-
ly, he was indicted on perjury
charges, but a special prosecutor
recommended that he not be
tried because of lack of evidence.
The prosecutor also recommend-

ed that Prince not be returned to -

the Sheriff’s Department. Today,
he is a captain in that depart-
ment.

- Even the Texas Court of
Criminal A,

_ and sentencing, noted: “the cir-

s

ppeals, in an opinion
that upheld Farris’ conviction

‘cumstantial and forensic evi-

dence offered at trial not only
failed to connect [Farris] with
the killing of Rosenbalm, but
also failed in nearly all material
respects to confirm the testimo-
ny” of Nation and Daniel.

The opinion goes on to state,
“We are not unmindful that
Daniel’s credibility was seriously
undermined by the fact that he
had previously testified under
oath before the Grand Jury in a
manner inconsistent with his trial
testimony and, therefore, incon-
sistent with [Farris’] guilt.”

Despite that finding, the court
said Farris’ alleged confession to
Daniel was enough to uphold his
conviction. In 1994, Farris was
just hours away from execution
when he received a stay.

But by the time the appeals
court acknowledged in 1994 that
it had made a mistake on at least
one of the 12 points of Farris’
appeal—thetrialcourterredby

isqualifying one juror — Farris’
case was already in the federal
courts.

Now, after 13 years on Death
Row for a crime he says he did

not commit (and which the state

did not prove he committed),
Farris is just days away from
being put to death by lethal
injection. -

There were too many errors
made in this ¢ , and too many
questions still remain.

Justice screams for this execu-

 tion to be stopped.

Bob Ray Sanders’ column appears
Snnda_y, Wedneqday and Friday, .
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- OF LIFE AND DEATH
Lost evidence, _perjury accusation haunt
case that sent man to Death Row

+  'Rosenbalm

By Jack DouGLAs Jr.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

Fifteen years have passed since a
Tarrant County sheriff’s deputy told
his former high school drama teacher
to be careful, “there might be bad peo-
ple out on a Sunday night,” then got
into his patrol car and drove to the
place where he would be murdered.

The shooting of Deputy Clark
Rosenbalm Jr. on a dark road just
outside Saginaw triggered one of the
most baffling criminal investigations

.

Star-Telegram/CAROLYN BAUMAN

“I'm piaceful. And I'm innocent,” Troy Dale Farris said in an interview in
Huntsvil!?, where he is on Death Row awaiting Wednesday’s execution. :

in local history. Questions about the
case remain, even as the convicted
killer, Troy Dale Farris, prepares for
his execution Wednesday.

Chaos at the crime scene led to
missing or destroyed evidence; no
murder weapon was ever found: and
a sheriff’s captain was indicted on
charges of perjury and fabricating
evidence after he gave conflicting
accounts about the removal of a
small amount of marijuana from the
dead officer’s clothing.

But Tarrant County prosecutor
David Montague said he has no
qualms about the jury’s verdict and
death sentence,

“We are absolutely sure the cor-
rect person was convicted,” he said.
_Rosenbalm died the night of Dec. 4,
1983, after interrupting a drug deal on
Old Decatur Road. The deal involved
Farris, a River Oaks resident with a
young wife and a new baby, and two

‘men from Wichita Falls, Vancc.

(More on SLAYING on Page 18A)
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Nation and Charles Lowder.

. Authorities were puzzled why
Rosenbalm, long considered a
stickler for detail when it came to
police procedures, violated one of
the most basic precautions by fail-
ing to alert his dispatcher before
checking out something unusual
on a dark and desolate road. Three
passers-by who found Rosenbalm
lying next to his patrol car used
his radio to call for help.

osenbalm, 27, had been
Rwith the Tarrant County
- W Sheriff’s Department
about two years. He patrolled the
streets at night and attended col-
lege duririg the day.
Rosenbalm, who was the first
Tarrant County sheriff’s deputy to
be killed in the line of duty in 25

) iift in high spirits, his wife
o Coess Bl :
. Just before the shooting, he

e ell High School,

near Eagle Mountain Lake, where «

there was a report that classroom

the parking lot. Once there, the
young deputy found his former
high school drama teacher, Bever-

Moerbe said the deputy remi-
nisced with her class about when
she was his teacher at Diamond
Hill-Jarvis High School.

“He was a very fun person, yet
he was very serious about his job
as a policeman,” Moerbe said.

~ She said Rosenbalm asked for

two tickets to the next class play.

| “He turned to walk away, then
he turned back around and said,

| “You need to lock your back door.

You never can tell when there

might be bad people out on a Sun-

day night,” ” Moerbe said.

What happened after Rosen-
balm left the school has been in
dispute for 15 years. Trial tran-
scripts and records with the dis-
trict attorney’s office describe
events this way: j
~ Out on Old Decatur Road, as
| Farris sat behind the steering
| wheel of his pickup, reaching for

n that Sunday evening -

lights were on and cars were in

ly Moerbe, rehearsing a play with

and put his patrol car in park.

When Rosenbalm got out of
his car, Farris fired twice. The
first bullet slammed into the offi-
cer’s bulletproof vest, causing
him to spin to the ground, alive
but dazed. A second slug entered
Rosenbalm’s left armpit and trav-
eled through his lungs and heart.

_ He died before he could pull
l;h::slpguu or use his radio to call for

Rosenbalm, who had hoped to
one day become a park ranger or
a game warden, was dead or close
to it as the trio fled — Farris in
his pickup, Nation and Lowder in
Lowder’s 1972 Monte Carlo.

“I was scared,” Farris said last
week from Death Row in

He acknowledged that he was
there, but said he had no gun nor

—

“any intent to kill.

- The condemned inmate, now
36, said last week that he is pre-
paosdiodie. a0 o o

“T'm peaceful,” he said. “And

The dead officer’s widow,
Cindy Rosenbalm, said that she
does not believe Farris and that
justice will be complete only
when he is executed. “There’s no

doubt in my mind he did it,” she

said.

Cindy Rosenbalm, who has not
seen Farris since his trial in early
1986, said she plans to watch him
get the lethal injection.

“I want to see him for one last
time,” she said. “I want to see if
there’s any remorse. I want to see
if he’s the same person I saw 13
years ago.” :

early a year went by with-

out an arrest, or even

much of a clue, except for.
a string of clandestine contacts

from police informants who said
the local drug trade had to be

involved.

o

¥ % et s e B o
. Then, in"the fall-of 1984w
- ‘Nation mentioned the shooting t¢i

a friend at a party in Wichita.
Falls. The friend went to thg
police, and Nation, Lowder andi
Farris were arrested. ol

Lacking physical evidence, thé®

state built its case around the>
statements of Jimmy Daniel, whot
at the time was Farris’ brother-irt
law. Daniel testified that Farris?
- confessed to killing Rosenbalm. (i

“He was scared of being
caught with an ounce of marijuas:
na,” Daniel was quoted as telling
a grand jury.

Mike Parrish, the lead prosecuso
tor, described Daniel as his: mosp*
important witness. “Without Jimes
my Daniel’s testimony, we proba-
bly couldn’t have gotten a convics
tion,” Parrish said. ‘391

Daniel made another statesy
ment, however, that police have
been unable to corroborate. Hen
told them that Farris had tossed;
the murder weapon into ‘Marine,
Creek Lake, near a - . Expem, |
divers searched the bottom of the

- tean
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mmmmmm&saysheddmmmm aTarrantCountyShenﬂ’sdeputy

lake and found nothmg

- “There’s no gun in that lake,”

Farris said last week.

: Damel could not be reached to

"aii.llv‘i fotthlsrcpon i

. Farris, in last week’s mtemew

said hedaesnotknowwhyDamel

would falsely implicate him,

less it was because of bad
. He declined to discuss

licly ‘what sort of family rift

uld cause Daniel to lie under

ath and send an innocent man to

1e death chamber.

. At the trial, Daniel’s testimony

vas bolstered by Nation, who told

. Jury that Farris was the trigger

Fams defense lawyers, Jack
rickland and Bill Lane, suggest-
ad that Nation was cooperating in
10pes of receiving a break in the
apital murder charge pendmg
against him.

{2 “There certainly was no con-
crete evidence that Troy commit-
ted this crime,” Lane said recently.
He said his client was convicted
on the basis of “a lot of testimony
from people who were cut deals.”

« The Texas Court of Criminal
Appea]s after hearing the facts in
Farris’ case, wrote: “The circum-
stantial and forensic evidence
offered at trial not only failed to
connect [Farris] with the killing of
Rosenbalm, but also failed in
nearly all material respects to con-
firm the tesnmony of Nation and
Daniel.”

o Still, the court declined to
overturn the convxetxon and death
sentence. !

Parrish and Montague, the sec-
ond prosecutor in the case, said
Nation was given no promises in
exchange for his testimony. About
a year after Farris was sentenced
to. death, however, Nation
received an offer that he quickly
accepted, court records show.

Star- Telegram/CARouN Baumay:
b
5 Hls capltal murder charge was

dismissed after he pleaded guilty

té possession of marijuana. He
réceived a seven-year probated

- séntence.

9'Nation, who is believed to be
living in Ohio, did not return
phone calls made to a number list-
* Before his mal, Farris was also
ered a deal — plead guilty to

Ence. He says he regrets turning
ywn the offer, saying he did not
ize how much trouble he was

-] didn’t kill this man. There-
bre, there’s no evidence showing

i edthisman,”hesaidherea-
soned ‘Therefore, I won’t get
anvicted.”
. The only other person at the
:;e oting scene, Lowder, escaped
rosecution. His capital murder
harge was dismissed on May 30,
986, the file stamped, “defendant
- | immunity.”




y Lowder told police that when
e saw the patrol car pull up,
Van [Nation] had gotten out and
an around to the front of the
pickup to distract the cop while
roy was talking to him.”
! “I don’t think the cop had ever
seen Van ... about the time Van
grabbed him, a shot was fired. I
iink the shot was fired by Troy
ffom the pickup. Before the shot
vas fired, Van had taken the offi-
er’s gun and thrown it on the
ground,” Lowder said in the state-
ent.
*During a recent telephone
iiterview from his home in Holli-
day, near Wichita Falls, Lowder
said he neither heard nor saw the
shooting. The patrol car’s spot-
ght was too bright and the radio
iff his Monte Carlo was too loud,
£ wder said.
‘ After his arrest; Lowder said,
saw crime-scene pictures that
owed a large abrasion on Rosen-
’s left cheek. The injury, offi-
als say, probably was caused
en the officer fell. But Lowder
id he believes that Rosenbalm
yas beaten by someone after he,
Nation and Farris sped away.
| He said he no longer believes
L§at Farris killed the officer. “God,
I can’t believe they’re about to
execute that boy.”

Scee of the crime

The strange discrepancies in the
case have some accusing investi-
gators of trying to hide something,
perhaps crime-scene ineptitude or
the mysterious marijuana.

“There’s no question there was
a cover-up,” said Lane, the
defense attorney.

- Farris.

immediate supervisors at the sher-
iff's department, Richard Toy,
went to his grave believing that
the evidence did not point to Far-
ris, said Toy’s widow, Nora.

“He always said they’re going
to put an innocent man to death,”
Nora Toy said of her husband,
who died of cancer more than a
year ago.

With his appeals exhausted n
federal courts, Farris has filed
11th-hour pleas of relief with the
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals.

“There are all sorts of irregu-
larities that should cause concern
for the court,” said Raoul Schone-
mann, the Austin attorney now
trying to ward off Farris’ fifth exe-
cution date in 13 years. “The case
is screwed up, and that’s beyond
dispute.”

Parrish and Montague agree
that police officers and deputies
stormed the scene where Rosen-
balm lay, trampling potential evi-
dence in an apparent panic to save
the life of a fellow officer.

“The integrity of that crime
scene ... was the worst I'd ever
seen,” said Parrish.

The Court of Criminal
Appeals, in a 1990 written opin-
ion, said that “overall, the crime
scene was not well preserved” and
“certain evidence” disappeared,
including the marijuana from
Rosenbalm’s coat pocket, pho-
tographs of the interior of his
patrol car and “plaster casts taken
_of certain tire tracks in the area.”

Prosecutors say they do not
know why Rosenbalm had mari-
juana in his coat pocket, unless he
had found it earlier in his patrol

The sheriff’s captain, Johnny
Prince, recently said he never took
the marijuana.

The perjury and fabrication
charges against Prince were even-
tually dropped by a special prose-
cutor who said that the “conduct
of Johnny Prince was improper,

and possibly criminal in nature”
but that there was not enough evi-
dence to convict him of a crime.
Prince returned to duty.

he appeals court found sev-
| eral problems and inconsis-
tencies in the case against

* Even one ‘of Rosenbalm’s |

Key witness testimony and
forensic reports said Rosenbalm
was killed without a struggle by
gunshots fired from at least three
feet away. Other testimony, how-
ever, suggested that the fatal shot
was fired “at much closer range,”
the court said.

It also said that Rosenbalm’s
gun, broken sunglasses and two
sets of handcuffs were found scat-
tered as far as 12 feet from his
body, suggesting that a “protract-
ed struggle,” rather than a quick
ambush, occurred.

“Moreover, other circum-
stances indicate that Rosenbalm
was struck with his own flashlight
before he was killed,” the appeals
court wrote.

But the flashlight, stained by
blood, was taken from the crime
scene by deputies before evidence
could be collected, ruining any
chance to lift fingerprints from the
object, Montague and court tran-
scripts say.

During deliberations on anoth-

er case in 1994, the appellate
court wrote that it was wrong to
reject Farris’ claims that a poten-
tial juror in his trial was unfairly
treated. The court said it agreed
that the woman should not have
been dismissed after saying that
she could put her misgivings
about capital punishment aside
and carry out her oath as a juror.
But, by that time, Farris’
appeals had moved out of the
_State courts and were being con-

* sidered on the federal level, where
both the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals and the Supreme Court
upheld Farris’ conviction and
death sentence.

he dead officer’s father,

Clark Rosenbalm, 73, said

he will not go to Huntsville

to see Farris die. “T don’t have any
business down there,” he said.

The elder Rosenbalm added: “T

_feel sorry for the boy who is

receiving the punishment, but he —
killed my boy and he deserves it.
He should go ahead and take his
punishment like a man.”

Farris, speaking through a
steel-mesh window and dressed in
his white prison Jjumpsuit, said he
does not blame the officer’s fami-
ly for hating him and for believ-

ing that he is the killer,




r“They ‘base that on what
they’ve been told, and they
haven’t been told the truth,” he

said.

’ Farris said he believes that he
~will go to heaven. Once there, he
said, “perhaps finally I’ll be

Jjudged fairly.”

- Jack Douglas Jr., (817) 390-7700 -
Jld@star-telegram.com )
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Legal Gymnastlcs

"THE ANGER EXPRESSED by Tatrant County
commissioners at having to hire outside counsel to represent
them in the lawsuit filed by Sheriff David Williams is
understandable.

It just helghtens the uritation already generated by this

‘ frivolous lawsult to block the county’s $240 million budget from
going into effect. To know that taxpayers will be footing the
$185-an-hour bill - - plus expenses — for an Austin law firm to
handle the case is maddening. But as a strategy it makes sense.

From the outset of this legal lunacy, Williams’ lawyer has been
maneuvering to establish grounds for an appeal. Attorney Jana
Kallal first tried to get state district ]udge Bob McGrath recused
from heatmg the case, based on an inaccurate supposition that
McGrath sat on a county committee that oversees the auditor.
She invoked religious objections to court-ordered pretrial
mediation, which we hope will be explained Fnday, when the
next court hearing is scheduled. ;

Now she has alleged a possible conflict of interest if the dlstnct
attorney’s office continues to represent the commissioners in this

case while also representing the sheriff in a lawsuit pertalmng to
the crash of a department hehcopter that killed two deputies.

- The decision by the district attorney’s office to withdraw as the
Commissioners Court defense is one more careful step being
taken to ensure that Williams is afforded absolute fairness and
impartiality, no matter what it costs the taxpayers.

But at what point does a lawsuit go from merely frivolous to
harassmg’ And who is advtsmg Kallal and paying her freight to

‘ continue with this suit? She has not exhibited the courtroom
savvy it would take to come up with these tactics on her own.

I As with most of the events involving the sheriff, « we're left

with more questions than answers.
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Condemned man S case dechned

: A court will not reconsider

the appeal despite a jury
selection error; the execution
. is scheduled for tomorrow.

By JACK DouGLAS JR.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — The Texas Court of
- Criminal Appeals refused yesterday to
reconsider the case of Troy Dale Farris,
who is scheduled to die tomorrow for the
1983 murder of a Tarrant County sheriff’s

deputy.

“He’s through here,”

| for the state’s highest
| criminal court,
| Farris, 36, was convict-
ed of capital murder in the
| Dec. 4, 1983, slaying of
Deputy Clark Rosenbalm
Jr. Authorities said Rosen-
balm was shot to death when he interrupt-
ed a roadside drug deal between Farris and
two men from Wichita Falls.
Lawyers for Farris, who has said he is

“innocent, had hoped the appeals court

said Troy Bennett, clerk -

» The case of convicted killer Gary Graham

s likely to drag on. 7B

would reconsider a decision regarding

‘whether a potential juror in Farris’ 1984

murder trial was improperly dismissed
after saying she opposed capital punish-
ment. In a 1994 ruling in a separate case,
the court wrote that it erred in that portion

 of Farris’ appeal and that the dismissal of

the potential juror was, indeed, unconstitu-
tional.
But since then, the Legislature has tight-
~ (More on FARRIS on Page 4B)
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Utmost Care
EOFTHEMOSTAWESOMEpowersgwen to a state in a
democratic society is the authority to take a human life. Because it is

done in the name of justice, this grave responslblhty must be handled

with the utmost care.
For that reason, tomorrow’s ekecunon of Death Row i inmate Troy
 Dale Farris, should be put on hold, and his case re-examined.
Farris was found guilty of the December 1983 ‘murder of Tarrant
"County Sheriff’s Deputy Clark Rosenbalm. As reported in this
\ newspaperonSunday,dxeFamscasewasbungledﬁomthebegummg
The murder scene was trampled by investigating officers, much of the
evidence was lost or stolen, and at least one law enforcement official
removed marijuana from the dead deputy’s pocket. '
“ﬁkﬁ?@fﬁf)ef(,omt of Criminal Appeals concluded that the
circumstantial and forensic evidence “failed to connect [Farris] to the
killing,” the court affirmed the conviction. In a 1994 opinion on ;
' anothetcase, the court admitted that it had erred in Farris’ case when

1tupheldadec|slonby&1emal)udgetodlsuussoneof&xejurors And :

~ yesterday the court denied a last-minute plea by Farris’ lawyers asking

for a stay of execution and to have the death sentence overturned.
Now we must turn to the BoardofPardonsandPamla,whtdlcan
recommend to Gov. George W. Bush a 30-day stay and/or clemency
for Farris. We urge the board to make that recommemlanon, and for
‘ dlegovet!mrtogtantit g
- We havenowayofknowmgforsurewhetherf’amscomnntmd this
‘ ,criuw Reytdless defendants in this country deserve due process —

* Death Row for 13 years. What harm would it do to take another 30
: daystoheassm'easposslblethatthlsmand&servesourmastseme

ing we're not sure that Farris received. He already has been on




{, JANUARY 13, 1999

Farris execution on schedule

The Texas Board of Pardons and
Paroles votes against halting or
postponing his death. '

By JAck DoucLas Jr.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

The Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles voted
yesterday against recommending a postponement or
halt to today’s scheduled execution of Troy Dale
Farris, convicted of killing a Tarrant County sher-
iff’s deputy in 1983,

The vote fell far short of a major-
ity needed for the 18-member board
to issue a formal recommendation

grant a 30-day reprieve or commute
Farris’ punishment to life in prison.

Five board members, in dissent-
ing votes, said they were against the
execution being carried out as
~scheduled.

s Farris has been on Death Row
for 13 years for the Dec. 4, 1983, fatal shooting of
Deputy Clark Rosenbalm Jr. The case record shows
that the crime scene was led, evidence was
lost or destroyed and that a sheriff’s captain was
indicted on perjury charges after he gave conflicting
accounts about the removal of a small amount of
marijuana from the dead officer’s clothing.

Also, testimony from key witnesses at Farris’ tri-
al didn’t ¢ with evidence found at the spot
on Old Decatur Road near Saginaw where Rosen-
balm was slain, according to the Texas Court of
Criminal Appeals, which upheld the conviction and

In voting against Farris’ execution, parole board
member Thomas Moss, said, “My vote is based
upon the veracity of the witnesses and circumstan-

to Gov. George W. Bush either to

—— !

:

;%

tial evidence that was not linked to Mr. Farris.” .2
Board member Mary Leal, in voting for either-a

Teprieve or commutation, wrote, “It is my belief that
full due process [of the law] has not been afforded
in this case.” r E
- Twelve board members, however, voted agai
recommending a reprieve or commutation, :jg
member Bennie Elmore abstaining. ol
Hugh Campbell, an assistant director of the bog
of pardons and paroles, said that yesterday’s v te
prevents Bush from changing Farris’ sentence to ]i%
in prison. The governor can still grant a one-time
30-day reprieve, Campbell said. e
The results of the vote have been sent to the gov-
ermor’s attorneys, he said. : o
Maurie Levin; an attorney for Farris, said it w
“remarkable” that five board members voted agai
carrying out the scheduled execution. Levin said she
hopes it will send a messagetoBush. 2
“I appreciate that these five board members togk
the time to review the [appeals] application and the
facts of the case, which I believe makes it clear that
it would be a mistake to execute Troy — a big mi§-
take,” Levin said. P a
“I would hope that the governor listens to tﬁ
concerns of the board that are reflected in the%
votes.” s , ¥
However, Levin said, “I'm terrified that Troy will
be executed” today. .
- Karen Hughes, a spokeswoman for Bush, could
not be reached last night to comment. -
Levin said other attempts to stop the executic
will-include appealing to the U.S. Supreme _Coug

Jack Douglas Jr., (817) 390-7700
- jld@star-telegram.com
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éi)*TarrzEnt deputy s killer executed

By JAock DoucLas Jr.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

HUNTSVILLE — In the end,
Troy Dale Farris offered thanks to
his family and words of comfort to
relatives of the Tarrant County
deputy he was convicted of killing
more than 15 years ago,

% Then he said he was prepared to
e: s :
“Like they say in the song, I

guess, I just want to go out like
Elijah, on fire with the spirit of
God,” Farris said in his final state-
ment.

“I'm done. Take me, Jesus. Take
me, Jesus. I love you.” .

Although he had always main-
tained that he did not shoot Deputy
Clark Rosenbalm Jr., his final
statement didn’t mention guilt or

He was pronounced dead at
7:16 p.m., six minutes after the
mixture of lethal drugs began
flowing into his arm.

Farris, 36, spent 13 years on
Death Row for the December 1983
slaying of Rosenbalm.

- In his brief statement, Farris

turned to four of Rosenbalm’s rela-

tives who watched through glass a
(More on DEATH g_n;Page 14A)

few feet away and expressed

love.

“I can only tell you Clark did
not die in vain,” he said. “I don’t
mean to offend you, but through
his death, it led this man to God.”

As the drugs took effect, Farris
gasped a couple of times and
stopped moving. ;

Rosenbalm’s widow, Cindy,
said she was not impressed with
Farris’ final statement. =~

“1 feel he had lots of practice in his last
words,” she said. “Justioe prevailed.”

Tarrant County Sheriff David
Williams and about a dozen uni-
formed deputies waited outside
the Walls unit in downtown
‘Huntsville to show their support
for Rosenbalm’s family.

“Obviously, this has been a
long time in happening,” Williams
said. “We can put this in the file
and the file will be closed.”

Williams said the death penalty is
essential, “especially in cases where
a police officer has been killed.

- “If they will confront and bru-
tally execute police officers ... it’s
just imperative that they know
their actions will be met with
deadly consequences,” the sheriff
said. . o
A friend of Farris’ who also
- witnessed the execution, called
the Texas justice system “a farce
and political game.”
- “The death penalty is wrong,
and honor can’t be executed,”
- Tina MclIntire of Fort Worth said. -

Last-minute appeals for Farris
evaporated during the day. Late in
the afternoon, Gov. George W. Bush
denied Farris’ request for a 30-day
reprieve. The execution. was delayed
more than 30 minutes while Farris’
attorneys sought a stay from the
U.S. Supreme Court. The applica-
tion was denied at 6:20 p.m.

Farris was the second con-

- demned inmate executed this year
" in Texas, where 20 convicted

murderers — the most in the
nation — were executed in 1998.

On Sunday, the 5th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals stayed the
execution of Death Row inmate
Gary Graham, a day before he
was to be executed. The court
said it needed more time to “eval-
uate the issues presented in this
complex case,” which involved
the 1981 killing of a man during a
robbery outside a Houston store.

Harris County prosecutors
called Graham’s one of the longest
and most thoroughly argued capi-
tal-murder cases in the state.

Federal and state courts had
consistently upheld Farris’ con-
viction and death sentence.

In one review of his case, the
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals
wrote that the evidence “failed” to
link Farris with the slaying.

Prosecutors and Farris’ lawyers
all agreed that the investigation of
Rosenbalm’s death was badly

handled. Because of chaos at the
crime scene, evidence was
destroyed; some disappeared lat-
er. No weapon was ever found,
and there was little physical evi-
dence to connect Farris to the
crime.

Farris always maintained his
innocence and, before his trial in ear-
ly 1986, he had tuned down an offer
from prosecutors to plead guilty in
exchange for a45-year sentence.

Rosenbalm, 27, who had been
a member of the Tarrant County
Sheriff’s Department about two
years, was shot the night of Dec.
4, 1983, when he apparently
stumbled on Farris and two
Wichita Falls men making a drug
deal on a road near Saginaw.

Authorities said Rosenbalm
was shot when he left his patrol
car and approached Farris, who
was in a pickup. .

Farris “was an incredibly violent
individual who had told a friend he
had been waiting for a chance to kill
a cop and did so,” David :
who prosecuted Farris, told The

- Associated Press.

It was the first time in 25 years a
that Tarrant County deputy had been

killed in the line of duty.

Abwtayearlata;aninfoﬁnant

| told police that a man at a party told

him about the slaying. That led to
the arrest of Farris and the two
Wichita Falls men, Vance Nation
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- Troy Dale Farris

of killing the officer.

The Associated Press.

S

Lowder was given immunity.
Nation, who identified Farris as the
gunman, wound up with a marijua-
na possession conviction and a sev-
en-year probation sentence. Farris’
former brother-in-law, Jimmy
Daniels, also testified that Farris told

This report includes material from

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

/ Friday, January 15, 1999

A legal travesty

I was thrilled to see your coverage of
Troy Farris! Hats off to Jack Douglas Jr.
and Bob Ray Sanders. ;

I am a close friend of Troy’s, and I've
known him for 26 years. I'm in Huntsville
now, supporting his family, waiting to visit
him and praying for a stay of this
execution. :

I don’t know if all adults can pinpoint
the actual day and time they lost their
childhood, but for me it was the day of
Troy’s arrest. From the crime scene
through the appellate process, for more
than a decade and now as we all face his
imminent date with death by lethal
injection, this case has been a travesty!

Troy’s mother is sitting by the phone in
a motel room, praying for a call telling her
that this execution has been stayed. It
breaks my heart. She has lost a leg during
the past year and struggles even to walk
into this prison on a new prosthesis. We
left her mother’s funeral recently to head
south to find out if she’ll bury her mother
and son in one week. ; .

We’ve hung on to the slim hope that
Troy will be exonerated and that the truth

will somehow surface. But so much of the

evidence was destroyed that even extensive
investigation could be fruitless. Now we

are at the mercy of Gov. George W. Bush'

and the Texas Board of Pardons and
Paroles, Tory .

Troy has a 16-year-old son who has been
robbed of his natural right to interact with
a father whom he adores. Who will answer

to hls son in the event that Texas executes
an innocent man? :

TINA MCINTIRE
Fort Worth




Sheriff
withdraws
mediation
objection

Action comes one day
before court hearing

By NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — Sheriff David

Williams dropped his religious objection

to court-ordered mediation yesterday,

one day before written arguments are due

in Williams’ lawsuit to block the 1999

arrant County budget. 5
. Williams’ tzttomey, Jana Kallal, with-
drew the objection to mediation after a
telephone conference with state District
Judge Bob McGrath and attorneys from
Bickerstaff and Heath, Ehe Austin law
representing Tarrant County.
ﬁn‘l‘lln light of gur meeting on the tele-
phone, we’ve gotten our concerns taken
care of and we’re looking forward to
going to mediation,” Kallal said yester-
day. “We hope we can get the issues
ironed out and get the matter settled.”
Williams could not be reached to com-
ment. He is out of town at a family fl{n@f-
al, said Capt. John Dalton, Shqnff s
Department spokesman. Dalton did not
say whether Williams will attend today’s
9 am. court hearing.
County commissioners, who have called
Williams® lawsuit “baseless” and a “waste of
taxpayer dollars,” said yesterday that they are
not surprised at Williams’ dropping the reli-
gious objection to mediation.

_“I couldn’t conceive of any basis for such
objections, with all due respect for his
beliefs,” County Judge Tom Vandergriff said.

About why Williams is now willing to par-
ticipate, Kallal said only that “the parameters
[for mediation] were set in such a way that
~we’re comfortable.”

Mediation infringes on constitutional rights
provided in “the free exercise and establish- -
ment clauses”™ of the First Amendment, Kallal

wrote previously in a Dec. 16 court filing.

Two weeks earlier, she told McGrath she
could not “in good faith” participate in media-
tion because of “religious issues” against facil-
itated meetings.

McGrath had asked Kallal to include infor-
mation on the religious objection to mediation
in the briefs that are due today, but that is no
longer required, he said yesterday.

“I am comfortable that what I ar asking
the parties to do [in mediation] will not violate
the constitution or anybody’s religious
beliefs,” McGrath said. It would be difficult to
predict whether mediation can resolve the dis-
pute, he said.- :

Williams sued the commissioners in
November to block the county from imple-
menting its $240 million budget as it applies
to salaries in his department,

He contends that the commissioners under-
funded his department and interfered with his
authority. The commissioners say they are
simply exercising their duty to hoid his depart-
ment fiscally accountable.

Te is “no question” that under Texas law
budgetary authority in the county rests with
Commissioners Court, Vandergriff said. The
1999 budget provides $54.2 million for the
Sheriff’s Department — about $2 million
more than last year, but less than Williams
requested. :

“Really, I am not sure what there is to
mediate,” Vandergriff said.

In October, the commissioners cut
Williams’ 1999 budget request and reduced his
staff by 36 people to force him to keep his
employees in their assigned Jjobs. For several
years, Williams manipulated jail staffing ley-
els, using jailers to serve warrants, do investi-
gations and work in administration, running
up a huge overtime tab.

“Why did he [Williams] have to file a law-
suit instead of sitting down to talk?” Commis-

sioner Glen Whitley asked. :

 Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
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Court rules trlal needed to

By LINDA P. CAMPBELL ;
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT “WORTH — The constitutionality
of the Tarrant County Jail’s special Christian
education unit must be decided at a trial, the
2nd Court of Appeals ruled yesterday.
Voting 3-0, a panel of justices said the

'prog:am. nicknamed the “God Pod,” does

not violate the religious freedom of two non-

»Chnstmn inmates who challenged it.

T ST e |

Butﬂ:eooun said there is so xnuch eeno’

ﬂlc'-mg evidence about the program’s pur-
.Poseandepetahonthatamalxsneede&to

determine whether the unit amounts to gov--
emmfxvonusm for a particular religion.
Started in 1992, the program provides dai-

ly instruction in “orthodox” biblical Christ.
-ian principles for certain groups of i inmates,

mordmgtoﬂ!eappeals court.
Foxmer ﬁnl mmates Mnchael Lee Huff, a

[rrvraanee.
W ) -and Sheriff
David Williams in 1993, claiming the “God
Wmolatedthenmw and the reli-
gms freedom prow%‘i*&th; UsS. and
€xas constitutions. 5
Bbdl&desmﬂledispme,saw:tmeamuf
mwrymﬂ:emhng:
”Wehaven’tlmiam ‘ Am;tant

e ke

;Dlsmct Attorney Marvin Collins, - a;rs ;
'who heads the district att e
civil division. . xs e
He said the county and
Williams had won on all but one
issue. At a trial, he said, the pro-
gram would be evaluated under a
legal standard the county sup-
P Writing
Tl or the court, Justi
David Richards said ﬂ‘ll:t, pmgra:x‘l3
would be constitutional if a trial
that it is “reasonably

< ec:lde ‘God Pod’ 1ssue

“This is a very good opinion

- for the defendants,” Collins said.

But Ronald Flowers, a Texas
Christian University religion pro-
fessor who also challenged the
program as a taxpayer, called the
decision “a positive thing,” say-
ing it allows a fuller court airing
of the issues.

The appeals court said Flow-
ers had no right to sue because

the program is funded by private
donations rather than county
money.

“The main thing we were con-
cerned with all along was not
shutting down anyone’s religious
observance but making it avail-
able on an equal-opportunity

. basis,” said Donald Jackson,

- president of the American Civil
- Liberties Union’s Fort Worth
chapter, who helped develop the
case. Lawyers with the American
Jewish Congress were also
involved in the challenge.

“This creates an opportunity
for that to happen,” said Jackson,
a TCU political science profes-
sor. “The best thing that could
happen now is that we would
have negotiations that would lead

. to a settlement.”

He said that the two sides had
come close to an agreement at
one point but that the agreement
fell apart.

Collins did not rule out a set-
tlement but said, “I’m not sure
what the incentive would be for
the Sheriff’s Department to
change their position.”

~In a 35-page opinion, the
" appeals court said the plaintiffs’

civil rights were not violated
because the jail makes other
accommodations for them, such
as allowing inmates not in the
“God Pod” to meet with their
ministers, check out books from
the chaplain’s office library and
enroll in religious correspon-
dence courses.




The court- also rejected argu-
ments that inmates in the Christ-
ian education program received
special benefits — such as a
videocassette recorder to watch
Christian tapes and musical
instruments to accompany wor-
ship activities — in violation of
equal-protection requirements.

The jail operates two of the
special pods, one for men and
one for women, each with beds
for 48 inmates who stay 120
days.

Judge Bonnie Sudderth in
352nd District Court had ruled
for Williams on all issues in the
case in 1997. She issued a sum-
mary judgment, meaning she
decided without a trial that there
were no factual disputes to
resolve and that no laws were

“

violated.

But the appeals court said
there were contradictions to be
resolved. For instance:

@ Some pretrial evidence
showed that the pod was started
to reduce inmate violence, but
one deposition witness said the
program aimed to lead inmates
into the “path” of salvation

through the “bmn agam” expen-

® Some avxdcme shawed that
participation in the unit is volun-
tary but oﬂwt evidence shawed

transfer. there because } wa:
safer.
Jusnees Temq L*V‘W md
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Sheriff wants

county to pay

for 2nd lawyer

Commissioners
scoff at proposal

- By NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Having
sued Tarrant County commission-
ers over the 1999 budget, Sheriff
David Williams now wants the
commissioners to pay an attorney
to help him with the lawsuit.
. Williams’ attorney, Jana Kallal,
‘who ﬁled,legalhu_ieg yesterday in
support of the sheriff’s effort to
block the county’s 1999 budget,
works free. Williams wants mon-

% W i

5185 an hour — to pay for a sec-
ond lawyer to help Kallal.
Williams could not be reached

to comment on why he needs a

second attorney. 9
~ Several county comimissioners

attended yesterday’s short hearing
in District Judge Bob McGrath’s
courtroom, where Kallal chal-
lenged the commissioners’
authority over Sheriff’s Depart-
ment employees and confirmed

that Williams has dropped his

religious objection to
ordered mediation.

“My Cconcerns have been
addressed. We’re looking forward
to resolving these issues” at medi-
ation, Kallal said after the hear-
mg. e
Afterward, the commissioners
scoffed at Williams’ request,
which he is expected to make
officially in a rare personal
appearance at the Commissioners
Court meeting on Tuesday. -

“Good luck,” said Commis-
sioner J.D. Johnson, as he
emerged from the courtroom,
Moments earlier he sat stone-
faced at the defendant’s table next
to the county’s attorney, Myra
McDaniel, a former Texas Ia:gih-
tant attorney general and the sec-

court-

retary of state under Gov. Mark

White in the mid-1980s.

- “Thave no intent to ﬁn‘mshan?
salary for attorneys to sue the
county,” Johnson said. “T want to

know about every penny‘spent on

“‘thm 'uial'”

Commissioner Marti Van-
Ravenswaay called Williams’

request “most ludicrous.”

* (More on SHERIFF on Page 88)
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Shcrlﬁ‘s mrmy -!lI‘ll w talks to Chief Deputy Larry Hester during

,Gommssioners(:ourtmee’ang

ply holding his department fis-
cally accountable.

’l‘he 1999 budget provides
354,2 tmlhon for the Sheriff’s

— about $2 million
more than last year, butteuthan
Williams requested.

In October, the mmmismees
cut Williams® 1999 budget
r?uest and reduced his staff by

peop. letoforcehmtokeep

his employees in their assigned

jobs. For several years, Williams

used jailers to serve warrants, do
investigations and work in
administration, ﬂmning up a
huge overtime tab.

- Vandergriff said yutaday that
he would like Wﬂhams to d:op
his lawsuit.

“I only vqsh that mstead:* of

pursumg this matter that he
would withdraw the suit and talk

with us. That’s what ought to

S

happen,” he said.

Kallal and McDaniel both
filed legal briefs Friday with Dis-
trict Judge Bob McGrath.

Kallal, in her brief, wrote that
“The sheriff has sole xesponsibil—
ttyfortheinnetwormgs of his
office. Thc ; Commmsione;'s 7

ty over and manasement
éemsior‘::h :;yﬁfm the shertff'
m” ‘T (7

~ Both sides are scheduled to
file replies to thcse briefs in




County Judge Tom Vandergriff, who
did not attend the hearing, said Williams is
“misguided” in challenging the commis-
sioners’ authority over the county budget.
~ “It’s contrary to the understanding [
ilaVe,baﬁedonallmyyemsofpublic ser-
vice,” Vandergriff said. “I find the whole
chain of events appalling and a terrible
Waste of time, energy and taxpayer dollars.”

_ Williams sued the commissioners i
November to block the county from enact-
ingi;ts%mﬂlionhudgetasitappliesto
salaries in his department. He says the
commissioners underfunded his depart-
- ment and interfered with his authority. The
- commissioners say they are simply hold-
ing his department fiscally accountable,

Kallal said yesterday that the Commis-

R e t has the authority to e
 its budget to pay Sheriff’s Department
~ “The sheriff has sole responsibility for -

“the inner workings of his office,” Kallal
- wrote in the brief submitted to court yester-
day. “The Commissi Court’s authori-
tylshnntedtoﬁaea]matta's.. [1t] has no
authority over poli 1

- The 1999 budget provides $54.2 mil-
lion for the Sheriff’s D nent — about
$2 million more than last year, but less
~In October, the commissioners cut
Williams® 1999 budget request and
reduced his staff by 36 people in a move

“to force him to work his employees in

their assigned jobs. For several years,

using jailers to serve warrants, do investi-
gations and work in administration, run-

~ McDaniel, of the Austin law firm Bick-
erstaff and Heath et al., sald Williams’
lawsuit is “not weli-grounded in law.”
Texas case law supports the county posi-

the lawsuit, Mc

middle ground is,” she said.

~ Austin attorney David B. Brooks, an
ty officials rarely win the kind of court |

his lawsuit against the commissioners.

s said, making it
saglhgc expects mediation to

n in -

“There is a statute that affords any
county employee legal representation if
they’re sued, but there’s no statute that
affords him [Williams] an attorney if he’s
suing the county,” said Brooks, who acts
asanattomeyfordxeTexasHouchrban
Affairs Committee and is legal consultant
to about 40 Texas counties, including Har-
ris and Bexar counties. :

There is “a very gray area” between the
legal budget power of county commission-
ers and the power of an elected county
official to run an office, but courts general-
ly side with couniy commissioners, he
said.




LETTERS TO THE E)iTOR

1/ Saturday, January 16, 1999
)

Here’s my petition
Sheriff David Williams took an oath of
office in which he swore to God and the
people of Tarrant County that he would
honor, defend and protect the laws of this
state and the United States. There were no
conditions or stipulations to that oath. There 4
were no omissions or additions to that oath.
He did not swear that he would honor,
defend and protect the common law of
England. He did not swear that h Mﬂ
‘honor, defend and protect the law only ﬂ'lt
met the standards of his religious be
his personal criteria of inco e.
Now he is using the sanction of ot mm‘b
mmahnganmckeryofthelawshe wore to
honor, defend and protect He is suing
‘Tarrant County to rescind the co bu@t
because the county commmsmnemx!'ﬁsy did not
vote to give him over half of the entire
'Well, I have had it with this playground
‘bully. If I, as a Tarrant County taxpayer, am
_mactedtohelppayﬁ%nbomtoagmip
~of attorneys to defend me in Williams’
lawsuit, then I should have the right to ask
“those attorneys to file a petition to the court
.ﬁomnoveWﬂlmmsﬁnmtheoﬁeethalhe ‘
‘has so blatantly abused.
s : Fort Worth
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County won’t
pay for sherift’s
lawyer in lawsuit

Williams fighting
department budget

By NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

- FORT WORTH — Taxpayers
won’t be paying for lawyers for
both sides in Sheriff David
Williams’ lawsuit over the county
budget because county commis-
sioners refused yesterday to hire
an attorney for Williams.

His attorney, Jana Kallal, asked
for additional counsel for the
sheriff at yesterday’s Commis-
sioners Court meeting. The coun-
ty has hired “a huge law firm with
many resources,” she said after-
ward, adding that she needs assis-
tance with the more complex

i3

parts of the litigation.

“I'm just a housew1fe, and 1
have very little experience,” said
Kallal, who has been working as
the Sheriff Department’s unpaid
general counsel. She has another
attorney in mind, she said, but
declined to say who that might be.

But the commissioners, in
turning Williams down, essential-
ly refused to pay the sheriff’s
legal bill for suing the county.

“We can’t expect taxpayers to
pay for both sides. They’re paying
dearly to defend against this law-
suit and we don’t want them to
pay for his lawsuit, too,” County
Judge Tom Vandergriff said after
yesterday’s meeting.

The commissioners were not

(More on COUNTY on Page 8B)

g 8

very receptive to Kallal’s
request.

She said that Williams could-
n’t come to Commissioners
Court because he was invited to
attend Gov. George W. Bush’s
inauguration.

“We were all invited. This is
very inappropriate,” snapped
Commissioner J.D. Johnson.

“We chose to stay here and
take care of county business,”
said an irate Commissioner Glen
Whitley, who canceled plans to
attend Bush’s inauguration so he
could attend yesterday’s meet-
ing.

The commissioners went
behind closed doors to confer
with the county’s attorney, Myra
McDaniel, a former Texas assis-
tant attorney general and Texas
Secretary of State who now
works for the Austin law ﬁrm
Bickerstaff, Heath. -

Fifteen minutes later the com-
missioners voted to deny
Williams’ request.

After the meeting, Kallal said
that she is studying case law that
might entitle Williams to addi-
tional counsel.

“It is time for Tarrant County
to heal,” she said.

But of the commissioners,

 Kallal said, “It’s time for them to

work within the bounds of their
auﬁlonty S e

McDaniel, when informed of
Kallal's comment, said the com-
missioners have not acted out-
side their authority.

Williams sued the commis-
sioners in November to block the
county from implementing its
$240 million budget as it applies

to salaries in his department. He
says the commissioners under-
funded his department and inter-
fered with his authority. The -

commissioners say they are sim-
13 . Peteifads =k



MARKING THE CARS

County officials are at odds
over the labeling of sheriff’s vehicles -

By NEIL STRASSMAN
. Star-Telegram Staff Writer '

. FORT WORTH — Sheriff David
Williams wants to drop the Tarrant
County name from 19 new patrol cars
Commissioner J.D. Johnson doesn’t

understand why. =
“I don’t get it. Is he ashamed of Tar-
rant County?” Johnson said. “He’s try-
ing to change the markings on the cars,
- and it’s yet to be determined whether

department cars just a “design change.”
“There’s no subterfuge. A lot of
counties don’t have their names promi-
nently displayed,” Hestersaid. < =

Williams’ plan to drop the coun
public at a purchasing department meet-
ing Friday, when Joylee Moore, who
handles Sheriff’s Department vehicle
matters, told six decal vendors and
county senior buyer Tim Jones of the
s (More on SHERIFF on Page 6B)

- sheriff’s intentions.

B “Moore said that while the
Tarrant County name would not
be on future car purchases, it
would not be removed from the
sheriff’s older vehicles,” Jones

Sheriff’s Dep vehicles
now bear a host of different
markings — some say “Sheriff’s
Office” or “Sheriff’s Patrol.”
Older vehicles say “Metro.”

It costs between $175 and
$300 to outfit each of the new
cars with decals, said Jack
Beacham, county purchaser.

- Texas counties vary widely in
how they mark their Sheriff’s
Department vehicles.

woa

T
e

of

the commissioners will approve the
decals.” $ o

It is up to the county commissioners
to decide what decals go on the county’s
cars, Johnson said. :

Under Williams® plan, the new cars
would say “Sheriff,” and the only men-
tion of the county’s name would be in
the Tarrant County seal on the car.

Chief Deputy Larry Hester, who
often speaks for the sheriff, called
removing the Tarrant County name from

In Harris County, sheriff’s
vehicles have “Sheriff” in big
letters on the side, with the
county name inscribed only in
the star on the door. El Paso
County has a large “Sheriff” on
the side of the car but also the
words “El Paso County.”

The sheriff’s cars in San
Antonio say “Bexar County
Sheriff.” And in Dallas County,
“Dallas Sheriff”is on the backs
of the cars, said Ed Spencer,
sheriff’s spokesman, :

Tarrant County Commissioner
Marti VanRavenswaay called
deleting the county name from
county vehicles “an unreason-
able request.”

"It doesn’t make sense to not
‘identify which police agency
Yyou are with,” she said.

Municipal and county-owned
vehicles and heavy equipment
must have the name of the
department operating it and the
custodial agency legibly printed
on each side of the vehicle. The
law also says that the “title of
the department or office must be
in letters plainly legible” at a
;_listance of not less than 100




_ “That statute is there as a base
line, but it doesn’t answer the
question of who would get to
make the decision of what decals
80 on the vehicles,” Assistant
District Attorney Marvin Collins

w=said.

The county commissioners
have battled Williams over vehi-
cles and vehicle policy for 18
months. The flap increased the
enmity between the commission--
ers and the sheriff, who sued the
county last month to block
implementation of the 1999
county budget.

Williams has ordered 19
$19,200 Ford Crown Victorias
this year. It is a modest request
compared with the 30 $30,000
Chevrolet Tahoes he sought in
1997 but didn’t get because the
commissioners said the county
didn’t need such expensive sport
utility vehicles.

After rejecting the Tahoes last
year, the commissioners were
incensed to find five new Fords
— which together cost about
$100,000 — that had sat unused
in the county garage for nearly a
year.

back some of the department’s
89 take-home cars and reas-
signed two low-mileage Tahoes
to the fire marshal.

~ Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
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, Farris not executed

cavalierly

I read with curiosity Jack Douglas him, he was again appointed
Jr.’s recent articles questioning the  prominent attorney — Jack
execution of Troy Dale Farris for the Strickland, his lead trial counsel —
Dec. 4, 1983, murder of Sheriff’s pursue his direct appeal.
Deputy Clark Rosenbalm Jr. As chief ~ After Farris’ conviction was
of the appellate  affirmed, an army of seven lawyers

to

CHARLES M. %iViSiOIl é)f the  from the Dallas law firm of Baker
arrant County  and McKenzie ably represented him
M district attorney’s  in the state and federal courts on his
p office, Iwas—__first writ of habeas corpus. Finally, in

immediately \snbsequent writs, he was represented
involved i'the by several lawyers associated with the
state’s efforts to uphold the mandate ~ d nalty clinic at the University
of the Court of Criminal Appeals.  of Texas at Austin.
Given my position, I did not respond  Each time either a state or federal
to any inaccuracies disseminated in  court was called upon, Farris’ claims
the media until all litigation in this ¢
case was concluded. _ Douglas quoted the highest
At the 11th hour, three days before criminal court of this state as follows:
[Farris was scheduled to be executed, ““The circumstantial and forensic
Douglas began a series of articles that evidence offered at trial not only
left the public with three incorrect fajled to connect Farris with the
innuendoes: that a jury of 12 good  killing of Rosenbalm, but also failed
Tarrant County residents convicted an jp nearly all material respects to
innocent man; that the district confirm the testimony of [Vance]
attomey’s office was trying to have an Nation and [Jimmy] Daniel.” Then
- Innocent man executed; and that the  Douglas told the readers that despite
Court of Criminal Appeals cavalierly this, the court nonetheless refused to
sanctioned the execution of aman gverturn Farris’ death sentence.

without any evidence of guilt. None Although the court’s words were

of these impressions is accurate. quoted accurately, the representation
The problem was not that the Star- concerning the state of the evidence
Telegram decided to tell Farris’ side  relied on by the court was incorrect.
of the story but that its coverage This quotation, taken out of context,
disingenuously misinformed the misrepresented the court’s opinion
public. Had this misinformation been 4 disregarded the direct evidence
taken seriously, it could have derailed o which the court relied.
13 years of litigation done by good What the court went on to say, but
and honest proseeutors and reviewed Douglas did not, was that the
by state and federal courts atevery  testimony of the eyewitness at the
step. That would have been the scene of the offense, in conjunction _
miscarriage of justice. .. with Farris’ own confession, was
During those 13 years of litigation, syfficient to sustain his guilt. In other
Farris was well-representc;d. From the ‘words, Troy Dale Farris convicted
start, at trial, he was appointed two ‘himself out of his own mouth — his
board-certified attorneys in criminal ‘own statéments corroborated his guilt -
layv, gnvqsuga«xs‘anq anexpert ‘and connected him to the offense in
criminalist. After the jury convicted ‘accordance with the law.

-+

were rejected as being without merit.

There really was no story here
without taking the Court of Criminal
Appeals’ words out of context, which
probably is why no story was written
claiming Farris’ actual innocence
until the last minute. Moreover, in no
court and no pleading did Farris ever
claim that he was actually innocent of
Rosenbalm’s murder. :

Next, over a three-day time span,

. Douglas repeatedly commented on
the integrity of the investigation. The
jury was well aware of these
problems, as all of the evidence came
out during trial. Yet the jury chose to
reject the theory that these mistakes

_ were relevant to Farris’ guilt or

This allegation was again litigated
in a lengthy post-conviction hearing,
and the Court of Criminal Appeals
again rejected the notion that the
integrity of the process has been
tainted in a manner that would cause
Farris to be wrongly convicted.
Finally, the federal courts rejected the
claim. ‘ :

The readers can believe one man
reporting this story, who obviously
accepted at face value the claims of a
man days away from execution, or 14
or more state and federal judges who
reviewed the evidence and the law.

What the Farris case truly :
represents is a system complete with
checks and balances sufficient to
assure that no man actually innocent
of capital murder will be executed.

As in all capital murder cases
committed in Tarrant County, the
district attorney’s office speaks for
the dead, who deserved better from
Douglas and other Star-Telegram
writers and editors.

; Cnm,asll.uuumsdﬂeféfmeappdm
division of the Tarrant County district |
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EDITORIALS

CarlD)

T MAY BE just a design change, but the timing couldn’t be
more perfect for county commissioners to question why Sheriff
David Williams wants to drop the words Tarrant County from the
decals that will adorn 19 new county patrol cars.

Add another chapter to the ongoing dispute between the
Commissioners Court and the sheriff. This one goes right behind
i the one in'which Williams
asked the commissioners to
hire him another attorney in
his suit against the county
because his current lawyer is
* (in her own words) “just a
housewife” and too
. Inexperienced to handle the
case alone. 2 o
¢ The commissioners
denied Williams’ request for
funds to hire another
attorney, just as they should
deny his request to forgo the
Tarrant County designation
on the department’s new
patrol units. '
Beyond the incremental
- A o irritation that such a request
MD&VMW ~ causes the commissioners,
there is a real public information issue here, : :
'I'housaxﬁ“sofpeo‘pie in the Metroplex, on a daily basis, cross :
any number of county and municipal lines as they go about their
lives. They should be able to quickly identify the jurisdiction of
any law enforcement vehicle they see on the roads. With the
practical exception of units used in undercover work, we see no
compelling reason why a law enforcement agency would want to
make it harder for people to identify a vehicle’s jurisdiction.
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Sheriff will get free counsel;
judge names mediator in suit

By NEIL STRASSMAN
. Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — State Dis-
trict Judge Bob McGrath appoint-
ed a Fort Worth lawyer yesterday
as a mediator in Sheriff David
Williams’ lawsuit over the county
budget. -

The judge also said Williams’
lawyer will get help from another
attorney, who will work free.

McGrath named Fort Worth
attorney John Allen Chalk Sr. to

mediate the county dispute in .

which the sheriff contends that the
commissioners underfunded his

depamnentandmterferedmthhls'

authority.

The commissioners say they
are exercising their duty to hold
the Sheriff’s Department fiscally
accountable. They have repeatedly
said Williams’ lawsuit is without
basis and called it a waste of tax-
payer dollars.

Dallas attorney Vance Stanton
has agreed to help Williams’ attor-
ney, Jana Kallal, but only through
the mediation, which is set to
begin in February.

“This will go a long way
toward leveling the playmg field
so I can send these parties to
mediation,” McGrath said, adding
that Chalk and Stanton will not
charge for their services. “We will

be able to save on some of the

fees.” :

On ’l\lesday, Kallal, acting on
Williams® behalf, asked the com-
missioners to hire a second attor-

ney for the sheriff at $185 an hour.

She said her inexperience and the
complexity of the litigation
requires additional counsel.

But the commissioners flatly
refused to pay the sheriff’s legal
bill for suing the county to block
implementation of this year’s bud-
get.

Stanton, a Dallas attorney since
1964, is “a highly attor-
ney,” Kallal said yesterday after
court. “I'm excited about having
him on board.”

He will be “special counsel”
through mediation, said Amy
Murry, his spokeswoman, but she
could not say why he is willing to
work free.

“We have not committed to any
further representatlon beyond
that,” she said.

Chalk said he agreed to be
mediator because McGrath asked
him. :

“I view it much the same as
any other mediation. I expect the
parties to come to mediation in
good faith, and when they do that,
there is a good chance they can
settle issues,” Chalk said.

He was a minister with the
Churches of Christ for 15 years
before he began practicing law in
1973. Chalk has lived m Fort
Worth since 1986.

“I think he’ll be very effective |

because he will respect those of
strong personal faith,” McGrath
said, referring to the previously

stated religious Objm of Kallal
and Williams to medmtlon and
facilitated meetings.

That objection was dropped
after McGrath assured Kallal that
mediation would not force her to
violate her religious beliefs.

“We’re hopeful this can be
resolved in mediation,” she said
yesterday.

But it appéars unlikely that
either side will give much ground
because the dispute between the
sheriff and the commissioners
rests, to a large degree, on who
controls the Sheriff’s Department
budget.

County commissioners
declined to comment yesterday on
Williams’ new attorney or the
mediator.

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
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Candidate
set to file
for sheriff

* Williams can expect GOP
_opponents, Observers say

By Max B. BAKER
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — While Tarrant County
Sheriff David Williams continues to battle the
county in court, the fight to keep his job begins
this week when his first political opponent for
the 2000 election announces his candidacy.
~ While Williams still has two years left in his
term, former Fort Worth Police Association
President Brad Patterson is expected to become
. the first of several Republicans who will chal-
 lenge Williams in 2000. . 8 o
~ One of Williams’ top assistants, Capt. David
~ Dunaway, also may resign this summer to
‘mount a campaign against his boss, some

~ Dunaway is the headof administration in the

s Department. = e
~ Assistant District Attorneys Mike Parrish
- and Fred Cummings, as well as Pct. 4 Consta-
~ ble Jack Allen and Arlington police spokesman
Dee Anderson, also are being mentioned as
.~ (MoreonSHERIFFonPage6B)

- possible GOP candidates. =

“The fact there are so many so early
shows his weaknesses,” said Steve
Hollem, former Tarrant County Republi-
can Party chairman.

“It is obvious the sheriff’s inability to
manage his department and to get along
with commissioners” has cost him sup-
port, he said.

- Williams’ clashes with Tarrant County

- commissioners over vehicles, helicopters
- and personnel have infuriated some

- Republicans. The sheriff recently sued
the county over control of his budget.

-~ “His continuous missteps — the most
recent to ask the commissioners for mon-
ey so he can sue them — demonstrates
his lack of understanding of reality,”

- Hollern said. > i

observers say. A Texas Ranger for 10 years,

Williams could not be reached to com-
ment. Previously, Williams dismissed
speculation about his opposition, saying
there is a “wealth of misinformation
floating around” about how he runs his
department. . <7

Republican Party insiders also said it’s
too early to count Williams out. The sher-
iff has supporters and name recognition,
albeit some of it negative, and he raised
more than $92,000 in his 1996 campaign. .

Williams’ future “is very unclear,” said
Tarrant County District Clerk Tom
Wilder. “A year is several lifetimes in
politics. And we are nowhere near to hav-
ing the information we need to make a

judgment on that.”

Nevertheless, some Republicans view
Williams as beatable, not only because of
his headline-grabbing disputes with com-
missioners, but because sources say his
biggest political contributor does not plan

to support him.

Fort Worth businessman Ed Max was
once Williams® biggest financial backer.
He recruited Williams, then a DARE offi-
cer in Haltom City, to run in 1992. Max
pumped about $42,000 into that cam-
paign. :

The self-made millionaire then sup-
ported the sheriff’s helicopter program
and purchased drug-sniffing dogs for the
department. But as Williams’ troubles
with the commissioners grew, his rela-
tionship with Max became strained.

Max said he has not had a lengthy talk
with Williams in about two years. Max’s
business partner, Philip Byrd, was
Williams’ treasurer until July, when
Williams came by and picked up the
campaign checkbook. i

At the time, there was about $10 in the
campaign checking account, Byrd said.
In 1998 campaign finance reports filed

with the county, Williams reported takin
in about $250 in contributions last yea%,
and spending about $300. .

Max and Byrd said it’s too early to say
who, if anyone, they’ll back in the next
sheriff’s race. But Max is obviously dis-
enchanted with Williams.

“He talked a good game. He wanted to
have a good department,” Max said. “In
hgs first term, the commissioners gave
him everything he asked for. There was
10 problem. ... I don’t know what hap-
pened to him.” It e

_ Williams has been in the spotlight
since his first day in office, when he basi-
cally fired three top deputies. Eleven days
later, after threatening a lawsuit, they
were rehired. 8 AR e s




.. He followed that controversy with '
incidents in which he sniffing
dogs at a peaceful civil rights rally, gave a
badge and gun to Max and bought mili-

tary surplus helicopters without briefing
the commissioners,

Any viable challenger trying to toy e
WiIhams is going to havetrgxllfe idtcglrgi-
cation and be able to raise at least
$100,000, Wilder said. -

And with only 13 months until the
GOP primary for the 2000 elections, fund
raising and the need to develop issues are
the reasons Patterson cited for announc-
ing his bid for the $101,400-a-year-job
next week.

. “That’s why I'm coming out so early.
It_x;goingtotakeﬁmtodoit,”Pattmon
said.

“T think there will be a new sheriff in
the next millennium. Hopefully I can
convince people that I'm the guy.”

Probably the best known policeman in
. Arli , Anderson said he hasn’t made
up his mind, but “there obviously is a
strong consensus that a change needs to
be made.” 1

“I think the citizens and law enforce-
ment people are embarrassed by what has
taken place and the public is. People who
barely know me have approached me on -
the street about running,” Anderson said.

Not all of the names on the ballot will
be Republicans. The local Democratic ]
Party, which holds no countywide offices,
wants to field a strong candidate who can
win and fuel its rebuilding. - i

Former Fort Worth Police Capt. Ear- |

line Kennedy and another top administra-
tor in the Fort Worth department are ;-
among the Democrats considering the
race, said Tarrant County Democratic
Party Chairman Art Brender. e
“Obviously, it’s a ripe target,” said
Chris Turner, executive director of the
Tarrant County Democratic Party. “Clear-

incumbents in 2000. It’s a big opportunity
for us.” 4 =
But can an unknown defeat Williams? J,i
One only has to look at the sheriff’s own
rise from political obscurity in 1992 to .
defeat former Tarrant County Sheriff Don .,
Carpenter, analysts said.
“You never know. Look at who this ;
guy was when he ran,” said Bryan Epp-
stein, a Fort Worth political consultant. oy
“It will be more determined by the pub- .
lic’s opinion about David Williams than .

by the candidates.” 7 |
LY Max B. Baker (817) 390-7714 ,
- mglbbaktr@star- wy:/ ra c ', «,, i Pt ]
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1y, Williams i the most vulnerable of the

Star—Teiegram Archives
opposition.

Sheriff David Williams has dismissed speculation about possible
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2 candidates |,

announce for
sheriff’s race

By MaX B. BAKER
. Star-Telegram Staff Writer

" FORT WORTH — Saying it’s time to

| restore leadership and integrity to'the office,

- two candidates announced bids yesterday to

~ topple Tarrant County Sheriff David
Williams.

~ Brad Patterson, 47, former Fort Worth
Police Association president, is the first of
what is expected to be a long line of GOP pri-
~mary candidates who want to challenge
~ Williams, a two-term incumbent. .
 Darrell Clements, 45, is the first Democrat
to take formal steps to enter the race. He is a
lieutenant who serves as a watch commander
at the Tarrant County Jail, and has worked for
the department for 19 years.
Patterson and Clements have filed papers
~ establishing campaign committees, which
~ allows them to raise and spend money on
 their prospective campaigns. =~ -
~ “Professional law enforcement needs to be
~ returned to the Sheriff’s Department,” Patter-
ﬁ‘w(More on SHERIFF on Page 9B)

a&smt*uygoammﬁxu. Im

g}nn to talk about the direction
e lack of leadership” in the
Depmtment.

s said opening up com-
mnmcatxon with the Tarrant Coun-
3 ioners would be one

his top pmnm Williams and
the commissioners repeatedly
'k?mc’k heads, and the sheriff often
refuses to meet with them.

' "I feel like a lot of problems

could have been eliminated with
-cooperation on David Williams’
part. We should cooperate with
them,” Clements said.
‘Williams’ clashes with the
commissioners over vehicles, heli-

Patterson Clements

copters and personnel have
angered some Republicans. The
sheriff recently sued the county
commissioners court over control
of his budget.

Patterson has worked for 19
years as a crime scene investigator
and recently completed his mas-
ter’s degree in criminal justice at
the University of Texas at Arling-
ton.

Jlalhng the sheriff’s depart-
ment’s troubled helicopter pro-
gram “absurd,” Patterson said he
would re-examine many of the
activities Williams started to sup-
port his attempts to become Tar-

 rant County’s “top cop.”

The sheriff’s primary responsi-
bility in an urban county is to
operate the jail, Patterson said.

Other Republicans being men-
tioned as candidates include one
of Williams’ top aides, Capt. Dave
Dunaway, Pct. 4 Constable Jack
Allen and Arlington Police
Department spokesman Dee

include former Fort Worth Police
Capt.EathneKmmdy and Luther
Perry, an assistant to Fort Worth
PohceChxefThomaszdham

Max B. Baker (817) 390-7714
 maxbbaker@star-telegram.com. .
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‘Making a mark
I can’t help but be amused at how some
Republicans can be so deficient in their
knowledge of the political history of Tarrant
County. I wonder what sand dune they have
had their heads buried in for the past six
Sheriff David Williams’ latest challe
to the Commitissioners Court is over the
decals for tHe’ Sheriff’s Department
vehicles. Obviously, nothing would suit him
better ‘than' to have his own name
emblazoned on each unit in large letters. To
satisy his unquestionable ogo, I dont know
why the commissioners don’t give him an
elementary stencil set and an ink brush.”
Williams being clected twic st goes to
prove the adage, “Two wrongs never malke
a right;”and I can hardly wait fo mark my
ballot in an attempt to rectify this
situation. i g p? U

St

Tarrant County
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SPDI1TORIALS

Sheriff’s Race

ANYONE WHO automatically discounts Tarrant County
Sheriff David Williams’ chance at re-election in 2000 because of
his performance in his current term would be foolish.

Lines are starting to form for challengers to the two-term
sheriff. Candidates from both parties see vulnerability when they
review Williams’ job performance: Five new squad cars sit unused
for a year while he demands expensive sport utility vehicles from
the commissioners; pay raises go undistributed while he complains
about the amount of money the court allocates for Sheriff’s
Department salaries; he sues to block implementation of the
county budget because he says commissioners are meddling in his
department. A

Despite this, wresting l:he reins away from Williams will not be
an easy task. The sheriff has a hard-core group of followers, and
they will go to the polls to support their candidate. If he plays the
persecution card — that much of his difficulty in the past two
years has been a result of people misunderstanding his religious
faith — he'll ignite even more support. -

The old saying about there’s no such thing as bad publicity
could very well work to Williams’ advantage. No local politician
has garnered more consistent media attention in the past year.
Voters may recall the name without putting details to the
particulars that drew scrutiny of his job performance.

Williams has one advantage over some of his challengers: He’s
got the right letter after his name to draw votes, even if
mainstream Republican Party members have distanced themselves
from him. Tarrant County voters like incumbents; they love
Republican incumbents.

Make no mistake — unless some inexplicable reahgmng of the

planets causes Tarrant County voters to suddenly ignore party
labels, this race will be won in the Republican primary.

+
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‘Haltom narcotlcs detective
‘plans to seek sheriff’ J office

By MaAX B. BAKER

Star-Telegram Staff Writer
- FORT WORTH — A Haltom City

;'narceucs,dewcuvc who says he wants to
be a “servant ofthepeople”jéined two
* other law officers yesterday in plannmg"

torunforflhrrantCountyshenff
Shane Harrison, 27, filed a c

commiftee deslgnanon with the Tarrant

County Elections Office, allow:nglnmto‘\
raise and spend money. Candidates can’t

file for elections in 2000 until December.

- “I want to serve the people and don’t
want to be isolated in some office,” said

- Harrison, whowouldrmiasaDemocrat.
- “T know I'm young and it’s going to be

rough, buthantwbeaservantofthe;

people.”

Harrison, who works for tﬁe Haltom

! City Police Department, is assigned to
Uithe Tarrant County Narcotics Intelligence
ﬂi\hd Coordination Unit.

- Last week, Brad Patterson, who is a

former Fort Worth Police Association

president, and Darrell Clements, a lieu-
tenmtmththeTanamCountySbenffs
Department, announced they want the job
“held-by Sheriff David Williams.

PanersonplanstonmasaRepubhcanf i

melemcnts asa Democrat. A

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1999

and Clarifications

ey

B “Making a mark,” a letter to
the editor Sunday, was written by
Floyd F. Clark of Fort Worth.
Because of a typing error, Clark’s -
mtddle initial was mcomc! as

—_—
_

“I know I'm young and it’s
going to be mugh but I want
10 be a servant of the people.”
'+ —Shane Harrison, 27,

HaltomCitydpboﬁve

Wllhams, aRepubhcan 1sservmghis

- mdtmn@shenﬁ“ A former Haltom
City DARE, or Drug Abuse Resistance

Education, officer, he has been criticized
for trying to change the traditional role of

the sheriff from jail admunstrator into a
—}theoountys“mpoop

Since being elected i m 1992, Williams
has contmually clashed with the Tarrant

; Counq commissioners about his depart-

ment’s operations. He recently sued the
county concerning control of his budget.
Harrison said that the sheriff shou d be

= ‘keeperofﬂmejaﬂhousekeys”andthathe‘

“will speak to residents of the county and

the [Sheriff’s] Department employm to
ﬁndoutwhatthemssuesam”

Max B. Baker, (817) 390-7114
maxbbaker@star telegmm.cm
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~ Job Opening

WANTED. Adept co:umumeatbrwnthgéod people skills to
lead one of Tarrant County’s largest public safety agencies.
~ High school diploma or equivalency certificate required,
although college degree preferred. Must be willing to acknowledge
existence of a Supreme Being — as required by the Texas
Constitution — but specific religious affiliation not necessary.
If not already a commissioned peace officer, successful applicant
~ will have to attend not more than 40 hours of instruction in law
" enforcement during fi;:ét four years on the job. Employer B oGy
taxpayers — will pay for the required instruction.
Management experience a must o oversee $54.2 milli
budget and staff of about 1,300. Primary responsibility wil
operate facilities designed for the temporary housing of p
as prescribed by the state Commission on Jail Standards.
Demonstrated ability to communicate and cooperate w
area law enforcement agencies and elected officials a plus
Starting salary $101,400, with competitive benefits p
Company, car and uniforms provided. il o
Job will become available Jan. 1, 2001, although selection
process will be completed Nov. 7, 2000. Successful applicant mt
re-apply every four years. :

Interested eandidates;a&xoﬁld cotwact Tom Davis of the
County Republican Party or Chris Turner of the Tarrant

Equal opportunity employer.

e Vi’ ¢
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Sheriff agrees to rebid contract for
Tarrant County Jail commissary

. BY NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Sheriff’s.

officials said yesterday that
they will open competitive bid-
ding for the contract for opera-
tion of the Tarrant County Jail
commissary, dropping opposi-
tion to rebidding the right to
run the jailhouse store.

The decision to rebid the
contract held by Mid-States
Services, the company that also
provides food at the jail, came
after the release of a county
audit of the fund.

In the audit presented to
county commissioners yester-
day, Auditor Renee Tidwell said
the “sheriff [should] accept new
bids for the department’s com-
missary operations prior to July
19997 Foee

The current agreement with
Mid-States runs through 1999
with a possible one-year exten-

owner Jack Madera declined to
comment on the need to rebid
the contract, which dates to
Sheriff Don Carpenter.

Last year Tidwell recom-

mended that the contract be -

rebid, but Sheriff David
Williams objected, and the dis-
trict attorney asked the Texas
attorney general for a ruling.
On Aug. 24 the attorney gener-
al’s office said the contract
should be reopened every five
years.

Tidwell said yesterday that
the Sheriff’s Department
declined to respond to the
audit. Elected officials and
county department heads rou-
tinely submit written responses

when they are audited, she

said.

“The auditor’s report is not
contrary to what the sheriff is
doing, so he didn’t feel there
needed to be a response,” Dal-

made up his mind to rebid it” * *
The bid specifications, quali--
fication requirements and crite-
ria for evaluation have not yet'
been determined, he said. :

Under the current commis-
sary system, the county holds
the prisoners’ money and the -
inmates charge against their-
account to buy goods. The
county receives $2 from Mid-
States for each prisoner, based
on the 2verage monthly jail’
census. That money is used for"
the benefit of the inmates.

In the 1997 fiscal year,
inmates spent about $2.2 mil-
lion at the commissary and the
county was paid roughly-
$74,000. About $57,000 was -
spent on capital expenditures — -
including $29,607 for 18 per-
sonal computers, $6,336 for
printers, $10,222 for 48 televi-
sions and $1,625 for a lawn-"
mower. Hoa

Also, $22,440 was spent on'
law books, $12,542 was spent
on supplies and $12;133 was:
Spent on computer supplies
from the commissary fund,
which had an ending balance of
slightly more than $400,000. - .~

Williams, who has sued the
county over its budget, also- .
sued over the commissary fund.: .
Although a 1995 Commission-- -
ers Court order says the fund. '
belongs to the Sheriff’s Depart-. -
ment, Williams says the com-, -
'llgtiissionexs never turned it over. -

.

sion, said Capt. John Dalton,

ton said. “We are going to rebid
sheriff’s spokesman. Mid-States

it.- The shieriff had already

commissioners say .
Williams never asked for the. .
fund to be transferred, ey

Neil Strassman, (817) 3907657

S
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COMMENTARY
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Is there no end to the list of
Republicans considering running for
Tarrant County sheriff?

Retired North Richland Hills Police
Chief Jerry McGlasson is the latest,
saying he may file his campaign
committee papers this week.

Fort Worth Police Sgt. Paul Kratz,
whose 26 years on the force includes
15 years in the homicide dmsnon, has

* een approached by Republicasi
*tivists about running.
“It’s in the kicking-around, talking-
out stages.” Kratz said. 7
It also should be noted that members
of the downtown Fort Worth elite and
former supporters of Tarrant County
Sheriff David Williams are asking
Republican leaders if there is a
Williams doesn’t appear to be doing
the usual re-election preparations, such
as raising money. He hasn’t said
definitely that he will nm, say party
ofﬁaals w
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Inmate
saunters
out of jail

Escape not noticed
for at least four hours

By MicHAEL WEISSENSTEIN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Where is Van Larue

Barker?

Tarrant County Jail officials haven’t seen the
45-year-old inmate since early yesterday morn-
ng when he was mistakenly left unrestrained

outside a holding cell.

“Somebody wasn’t doing
their job, and he took advan. ,
tage of it,” said Capt. John
Dalton, a Sheriff’s Department
spokesman. 5

Barker probably mingled
with jail staff and clerjical
workers during a routine staff
change about 6:30 a.m. and -
made his way out the front
door of the downtown Fort : :
Worth jail, Dalton said.

“We think he just w out with the shift
change,” Dalton said. :
_ Barker, a Grand Prairie resident, was jailed
Feb. 8 after he surrendered to local authorities
On an arrest warrant issued after he failed to
: owuptofaceauautotheftchargeina]ack—

(More on ESCAPE on Page 4B)

EScAPE

- From Page 1B

son County, Okla., court, Dalton
said. :

Barker was supposed to have
been returned to Oklahoma yes-
terday morning. He was dressed
in street clothes, waiting for
Oklahoma authorities, when he
escaped.

“It’s kind of curious why he
~would walk off afte

ler 0

self in,” Dalton said. “We’re not
sure why he’s deciding now that
he doesn’t want to go in.”

Sheriff’s investigators and
deputies from the department’s
warrant division were searching
for Barker last night.

. His absence was noticed about
10:30 a.m., and the jail was
locked down, with police unable
to drop off prisoners as sheriff’s
officials counted heads.

They came up one slrgt, Dal-
ton said, and an investigation
began, s

Jail officials told sherfif’f’s
investigators that they last saw
Barker in a holding cell in the
release area. » &

“They go in there to pyll him
out, and he’s not there where
‘they thought he was,” D;"\lfon
said. &5
_ Barker, whose bail on the theft
charge had been set at $70;000 in
~Oklahoma, now faces a possible
charge of escape, a tbirdidege

felony g Texas. . .. 4@ ¢

-

Michael Weissenstein, (817) 390-7386

. ¥ - -
weissenm@star-telegram.com
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‘Former police chief set
to.campaign for sheritf

¥ " BY Max B. BAKER

Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH —Former

North Richland Hills Police.

Chlef . Jerry McGlasson
announced yesterday that he
intends to run in the Republican
Party primary against Tarrant
County Sheriff David Williams.
‘McGlasson, 57, filed cam-
paign committee documents at
the Tarrant County courthouse,
wing him to raise and spend
for a campaign. Candi-
dates-can’t formally file for the
elections in 2000 until Decem-
ber.
-McGlasson joins Brad Patter-
son,-a-former president of the
Fdrt Worth Police Officers
Association, in seeking the GOP
nﬁmma{uon Williams has not
announced whether he plans to
seek a third term.
“I think it’s obvious to all of
_us that Tarrant County needs a
- new sheriff,” said McGlasson

Jerry McGlasson plans to seek
the GOP nomination for sheriff.

who was police chief in North
Richland Hills antil August
1998. He was a Fort Worth
police officer-for 177 years.
“With my expericnce, I am
the only candidate with experi-
ence in presenting a budget to a
government body and executing
what that body says is an appro-
priate budget for that agency.”
As police chief of the coun-
ty’s third-largest city for about
16 years, McGlasson managed a
department with 146 employees
and a $10 million budget. He
also has doctorate and master’s
degrees in public administration.
Williams is a former Haltom
City DARE, oi Drug Abuse
Resistance Education, officer.
He has been criticized for trying
to expand the role of the sheriff
well beyond jail administrator.
Since being elected in 1992,
Williams has continually
clashed with the Tarrant County

commissioners about hlS depart-
ment’s operations. He recently
sued the county concerning con-
trol of his budget.

 Two Democrats, Haltom City
detectlve Shane Harrison and
Darrell Clements, a lieutenant
with the Tarrant County Sher-
iff’s Department, have
announced plans to run.

Max B. Baker, (817) 390-7714 :
maxbbaker@star»:glegram.{o(n i
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}[nmate who walked out of

Tarrant County Jail still -

on the loose

N\

By DEANNA Boyp
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Law
eaforcement officers continued
their search yesterday for a 45-
y:ar-old inmate who walked out
of the Tarrant County Jail after
bzing left unrestrained outmde a
holding cell.

An internal mvastlgatlon into
the Tuesday escape of Van
Larue Barker of Grand Prairie is
uaider way, said Capt. John Dal-
ton, spokesman with the Sher-
iff ’s Department.

but the specxﬁc time that he d1d

it, there was a lot of traffic in
that area because that’s shift
change.”

Oklahoma Deputy Bobby
Baird drove 21/2 hours to Fort

Worth, only to discover that the

inmate he was supposed to pick
up “was missing in action,” said
Carlton Grimes, Jackson Coun-
ty, Okla., undersheriff.

“He dxdn t come back with
anybody,” Grimes said.

Tarrant County sheriff’s
investigators and deputies from

Barker turned himself in
about a week ago, after an arrest
warrant was issued in a Jackson
County, Okla., auto theft case.

- Shortly before his escape,
officials were preparing to
release Barker to a deputy dri-
ving in from Oklahoma. They
allowed him to change from his
jail uniform into plain clothes.
He was left waiting by a wall
outside the changing area, and
no one noticed when he walked
out the front door of the down-
town Fort Worth jail during a

the department s warrant divi-
sion looked for the man in Fort
Worth and Grand Prairie, but as
of last night had not found him.
Grimes said the Jackson

County Sheriff’s Office sympa-

thizes with officials in large
detention facilities who deal

routine staff change about 6:30
a.m.

Dalton said jail procedures
require inmates to be placed in a
holding cell while awaiting
transport. He said the employee
who broke that policy in Bark-
er’s case could face discipline
ranging from an oral reprimand
to termination.

“You’re dealing with people.
People make mistakes; they take
shortcuts; they put guys against
the wall,” Dalton said. “Normal-
ly that wouldn’t be a problem,

= N
with so many inmates.

“It’s just one of those deals
that happens,” Grimes said. “It’s
kind of like going fishing. One
time you catch them. One time
you don’t.”

Deanna Boyd, (817) 390-7655
dboyd@star-telegram.com
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By NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff V\{riwr

FORT WORTH — Sheriff David

‘Williams dropped his lawsuit against

Tarrant County commissioners yester-

day, saying that participating in court-

ordered mediation with them would
violate the state’s Open Meetings Act.

that Williams ended the suit — one
they repeatedly criticized as a waste. pf
tax dollars. And, county officials said,
mediation would not violate the law. .
“'m glad we’ve stopped wasting
taxpayer dollars and sorry we ha}d to
do it in the first place,” Commissioner
Glen Whitley said. 2 :
2 the suit, which wa: filed Nov.

accountable. .

Williams and the commissioners
had been told by state District Judge

~ Bob McGrath to appear in court
‘today to explain why mediation,
ordered one month ago in hopes that
the negotiations would lead to a set-
tlement, had not begun.

Instead, just after 4 p.m. yesterday,
Williams’ attorney filed a motion
with McGrath asking that the lawsuit
be dismissed. ;

“We must have our government

_ very open and business must be con-
ducted in the clear light of day,”
Williams said at an impromptu news
conference.

Jana Kallal, Williams’ attorney,
said in a telephone interview, “We
learned the mediation would violate
the Open Meetings Act, and Sheriff
Williams didn’t want to be involved
in a crime.” ‘ :

The commissioners, their attorney
and other county officials scoffed at
the notion that they or the judge
intended to violate the state law,

which requires public officials to give

adequate notice of meetings and con
duct them in public. :

- "McGrath declined to comment on
Williams’ reasons for dropping the
suit.

“There will be no hearing. The
lawsuit is over,” he said.

ers’ attorney, said the Commissioners
Court never intended to violate the
Open Meetings Act. Government
entities participate in mediation all
the time, she said.

“There are ways of structuring it
so vou don’t violate the act,” she said.

Myra McDaniel, the commission- -

“From the beginning we have felt
the suit was without merit,” she
added. “The district attorney and our
firm asked that the suit be dismissed.”

County Administrator G.K. Mae-
nius said notice of the mediation
could have been posted and it was not
necessary to have a quorum of the
commissioners present.

Houston attorney Karen Fannin,
an expert on the state’s open meetings
law, said she is not sure what provi-
sion of the law Williams or Kallal
could be referring to.

“I’'m not sure how a private medi-
ation would violate the Open Meet-
ings Act,” Fanin said.

In October, the commissioners cut
Williams® 1999 budget request and
reduced his staff by 36 people to
force him to keep his employees in
their assigned jobs. For several years,
Williams manipulated jail staffing
levels, using jailers to serve warrants,
do investigations and work in admin-

 istration, running up a huge overtime

- tab. .
The suit sought to block the coun-
 ty from implementing its $240 mil-
; lion budget as it applies to salaries in
1 his department. The budget provides
$54.2 million for the Sheriff’s

| Department — about $2 million more

| than last year, but less than the sheriff
, requested. 7 :

“We are not against David
Williams,” Commissioner Dionne
Bagsby said. “I would hope the sher-
ff would rather work on improving
1is department than fighting us.”

‘Sheriff drops suit against county

12, Williams contended that in the
1999 county budget, commissioners
did not allocate enough money for his
department and interferet.lv‘rith hnf
authority. The commissioners

response has been that they were exer-
cising their state-authorized duty to

hold the Sheriff’s Department fiscally

" (More on SHERIFF on Page 11A)

t is “disgraceful” for the county to
1ave spent public dollars on an issue
that Williams “did not feel strongly
enough about to agree to mediation,”
Bagsby said. '

At a December hearing on the
lawsuit, Kallal told McGrath that she
could not “in good faith” participate
in mediation because of “religious
issues” against facilitated meetings.
That objection was later dropped, but
the mediation never occurred.

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657

David

Shei
Williams cites law
on meetings.



B

The dropped litigation
#¢éused commissioners
got properly funding
the department and
inferfering with his

hority.
«= By NEIL STRASSMAN

. Star-Telegram Staff Writer
RT WORTH — Sheriff
d Williams’ lawsuit agamst
Tarrant County commissioners
co8t'the county about $25,000 in

legal fees before Williams abrupt-
ly decided to drop the case rather
tham participate in mediation,
commissioners said yesterday.

«An the suit, which was filed in
November, Williams accused
commissioners of failing to fund

h}&dctpﬂttﬂeﬂt properly and inter-

fering with his authority. He first

tried to get the judge in the case,
state District Judge Bob McGrath,
recused. Then he objected to

court-ordered mediation on reli-

gious gmundsa Finally, he dropped
the suit, saying mediation with
cpmmissioners would have violat-
ed,ﬂle state’s Open Meetings Act.
m‘J‘hc main issue of the lawsuit
vmq,sala.ty structure and salary
increasés for sheriff’s employees.
The open meeting law says you
cmot discuss salary for groups
loyees in a closed meeting.
at’s why the sheriff dropped
the lawsuit,” said Capt. John Dal-
tgg,the sheriff’s spokesman.

eriff’s lawsuit said
cost $25,000 in fees

“I was }ookmg forward to
mediation. That may have been
our only chance to see him,”
Commissioner J.D. Johnson said.

At a special meeting of the Tar-
rant County Commissioners Court

yesterday, County Judge Tom

Vandergriff called the su1t “ill-
advised and unnecessary.” Com-
missioner Dionne Bagsby said
McGrath would not have ordered
mediation “if there was any sense
of illegality about the meeting.”
McGrath declined to comment.
Commissioner Glen Whitley
said Williams had found “another
way” to avoid meeting with com-
missioners. “It was a frivolous
lawsuit from the get-go, and
we’ve spent about $25,000 so

far,” he said.

State Sen. Jeff Wentworth, R-
San Antonio, who has dealt with

legislative issues regarding the

Open Meetings Act, said govern-
mental entities often engage in
mediation without violating the
Open Meetings Act.

“It is my horseback opinion that

.. a school board, a commissioners
court or any other governmental
body could go behind closed doors
to discuss pending litigation,” he
said. “I personally don’t recall
mediation ever being used as a rea-
son for violating the act. I’'ve never
heard it raised before.”

Staff writer Bill Hanna contributed
to this report.

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657

i

ESCAPEE SURRENDERS

" “FORT WORTH — Van
La.rue Barker, who walked
out of the Tarrant County Jail
on Tuesday after being left
unguarded, surrendered to a
guard at the jail last night, 2
Sheriff’s Department official
said.

' The Grand Prairie man
turned himself in shortly
after 8 p.m., said Capt. John
Dalton, a department
spbkesman

. It was not clear last night
what prompted Barker to
return, Dalton said.
~Dalton said authorities are
likely to seek an escape
charge against Barker.
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® A
Forfeiture
funds’ use
examined

Sheriff’s official says
spending rules followed

By JACK DouGLAs Jr.

Star-Telegram Staff Writer

SHERIFFSFUNDS .

~ Tarrant County officials
are raising questions about
~how the Sheriff’s Department
spends “shared-assets ”

funds, collected from

criminals through forfeitures,

enforcement agencies in using the
funds to purchase crime-fighting
equipment. Other departments,
including the Dallas County sher-
iff and the Fort Worth police,
have used forfeiture funds to buy
items such as firearms and body
armor.

But Tarrant County officials,

who have squabbled with the ° clothing for Williams because

sheriff for more than a year over
how he spends money, are ques-
tioning how the department has
spent more than $358,000 in for-
feiture funds during the past six
years. And some officials, includ-
‘ing Fort Worth Police Chief

Told how some of the money
has been spent by the sheriff’s

. departfient, Tarrant County Com-

missioner J.D. Johnson said,
“That does not sound like a good
use of the money.”

Williams did not return phone
calls seeking comment for this
story.

Hester said the forfeiture funds
are used only when “we deter-
mine whether it’s beneficia! for
the work effort, for our overall
task of meeting our objectives
and goals — the enforcement of
laws, the apprehension of felons.”

Forfeiture money may have
been used‘to buy special tactical

“there’s nothing to stop the sheriff
from going out on a tactical mis-
sion,” Hester said.

Tactical gear, including cam-
ouflage clothing and heavy boots,
is often used by officers or
deputies during standoffs.

Thomas Windham, said the funds
should be considered public mon-
ey and expenditures should be
approved by governmental bod-
ies.

Jack Beacham, Tarrant Coun-
ty’s top purchasing agent, said he
does not believe that money taken
from criminals should be used to
buy Williams® clothing. But he
can only object, not stop the prac-
tice.

FORT WORTH — Fifteen thousand dollars
for repairs on a patrol car that had already
logged more than 185,000 miles. Eight thou-
sand dollars for submachine guns with laser
sights. And $29.95 for a “tactical” uniform shirt
for Tarrant County Sheriff David Williams.

These are among the items the Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department has paid for in
recent years using hundreds of thousands of
dollars that once belonged to criminals.

The extra revenue comes from state and fed-
eral “shared assets” forfeiture programs —
used by hundreds of police agencies across the
country — that transfer the ill-gotten wealth of
criminal enterprises into the hands of law
enforcement. The law enforcement agencies are
free to spend the money at their discretion,

Chief Deputy Larry Hester said the sheriff’s
department follows state and federal rules in its
use of forfeiture funds. He said the department
is “probably more subdued” than other law

Some of the items bought by
the sheriff with forfeiture money
—s including “stinger” flashlights,
“tiger-stripe boony hats” and
“Threat Level III” body armor —
are typical law enfor'cemgnt
equipment, Hester said. '

“They’re not Rambo-type-
stuff. [And] just because some of .
our officers have automatic
weapons, that doesn’t mean
they’re out there spraying a field
of fire, like it’s jungle warfare.

- They’re very careful with the use

“Do I have the right to say he
can’t purchase a tactical T-shirt
[with forfeiture funds]? I don’t of those weapons,” he said.
think that’s my business,” ‘Forfeited assets — including
Beacham said. cash, ey, real estate and

“Do I personally have a prob- exotic generate millions
lem with it?” he said. “Sure I do.” s each year for police

Although the county controls ments, with much of the
the remainder of the Sheriff’s ~coming from the drug
Department’s $54.2 million bud- ks ;
get, commissioners have no legal )
authority over how the forfeiture
cash is spent.

Still, Commissioner Marti
VanRavenswaay said Williams
should be using forfeiture funds

_for services such as neighborhood
watch and community awareness
programs. She called it a “contra-
diction” that the sheriff, who
claims that his county budget is
inadequate, spends money on car
accessories and helicopter parts
instead of _-supplementing
resources at the jail.




But there is little accountabili-
ty on how the funds are handled.
“There just isn’t a lot of over-
sight,” said Don Clemmer, head
of the financial crimes division of
the state attorney general’s office.

An official with the Bush
administration said the Texas
Legislature should tighten con-
trols to ensure that forfeiture
money is used properly.

“The law does not provide
authority for audit, investigation
or enforcement,” said Richard
Nedelkoff, executive director of
the criminal justice division in the
governor’s office.

“We want the system to be bet-
ter, and we’re just trying to figure
out the most efficient and
accountable way to monitor these
forfeitures,” he said. :

A new county audit shows that
the Sheriff’s Department has
received $559,047 in state and
federal forfeiture funds in the past
six fiscal years, including
$120,141 during the last year. For
the six-year period, the depart-
ment spent $358,275.

Expenditures include more
than $80,000 for the sheriff’s
helicopter program, which was
disbanded after a still-unex-
plained crash on Sept. 17, 1997,
that killed two deputies. =~

Funds spent for the helicopter
program before it was dissolved
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include: $20,635 for a “Starburst™
searchlight, $20,164 for new’

the

landing skids, $17,430 for instru<i [ YE BRI
ments and radio equipment and!" rle'\o?t I I) l 4 l\
$1,428 for flight suits. s 1ep

Tarrant County Auditor Renee* e

w®

Tidwell said officials were sur-': _ InNovember, Fort Worth Police Chief
prised last year when they real-" ’ was so frustrated
ized that they would have to take-- With not being able to talk with Tarrant
$14,950 out of the sheriff’s forfei- County Sheriff David Williams about
ture account to pay a car repair/. problems with checking in prisoners at
bill out of Lansing, Mich, the jail that he reached out on television
Williams had sent a 1993 Chevro-, in hopes of finding a solution,
let Caprice patrol car — with  Three months after making his
more than 185,000 miles on the televised plea for a meeting with the
odometer — to a Chevrolet deal- sheriff, Windham was still waiting
ership in that city for refurbishing _ “I haven’t talked to him in so Io;lg
work. - D'veforgotten what he looks like,” the
* Other county officials quess Chiefsaid. :
tioned the logic of having exten-~ ' =
sive work done on a travel-worn, '
5-year-old vehicle, Tidwell said. **

“We couldn’t refuse to pay,””
she said. “The sheriff had already""
written the check. It was a little”
strange.” i

Hester said the sheriff’s
department wanted to refurbish
the Caprice because its roomy"'
interior better suited some of the;;
larger deputies on the force, and, ;
Chevrolet had stopped making, ,
that model. . b

The county audit of the sheriff’s
forfeiture spending lists numerous.,
car accessories, from window tint-
ing to flashing lights, as well as
nearly $3,000 for sending the wid- -
ows of dead officers to a memorial *
ceremony in Washington.

Jerry Jones said last week he’s planning cou-

tract extensions and fat new raises for quarterback
Troy Aikman and cornerback Deion Saqnders. ,
- That makes

akes as much sense as the Tarrant County
c;;lmmmbsioners voting a hefty

S ump for Sheriff

wilks .
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Apology Owed

TARRANT COUNTY SHERIFF David Williamme: assertion
that court-ordered mediation violates the state’s Open Meetings
Act is a telling sign that he is unfit for public office. In dropping
his lawsuit last week against the county, Williams, through his
attorney, contended that it would have been a crime to participate
in mediation. it

Frankly, the sheriff’s action is nothing more than a brazen
affront to the judge who ordered Williams to meet with county
commissioners in an attempt to reach an agreement that might
forestall a costly trial. _ gk

State District Judge Bob McGrath was more than charitable -
toward Williams and his perpetually ill-prepared attorney
throughout this tortured process. He patiently guided Jana Kallal
through basic legal procedures that any licensed attorney should
know, when other judges would have thrown her out of court
along with Williams’ baseless lawsuit.

For McGrath’s efforts, the respected jurist was insulted.

Williams owes McGrath an apology, which he should deliver
right before he apologizes to the Tarrant County taxpayers for
wasting their money. The hypocrisy in last week’s events was best
capsulated in one quote from Williams: “We must have our
government very open, and business must be conducted in the
clear light of day.” : :

Williams has repeatedly demonstrated a complete disdain for -
open government. He has virtually dropped out of sight and
refuses to attend Commissioners Court meetings, where he would
be accessible to his constituents. If ever there was a public official
who doesn’t understand the concept of open government, it’s -
David Williams. o '

Our hope is that Kallal goes back to the obscurity from whence
she came and that Williams will do nothing more than quietly run
the jail for the next 20 months before forever disappearing fmm‘, ;
politics in November 2000. It is time to let someone more suited
to public office take over the Sheriff’s Department. :
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® - LeTTERS TO THE EDITOR

Revise sheriff specs
If the Feb. 7 editorial “Job Opening”
accurately described the qualifications for
county sheriff, we have a problem. This is
not the 19th century. The romantic portrayal
of the sheriff as a gun-totin’, hard-ridin’
Wyatt Earp clone belongs in the movies. 7
The CEO of a multimillion-dollar agency
-should, at the very least, have an.
undergraduate degree in business
administration. An MBA would be better.

Five to 10 years of experience in-
management and finance, competence in-
dealing with spreadsheets, budgets and

personnel — these should be qualifications-
for sheriff. Forget about riding with the
posse in the parade. e

BARBARA THOMSEN .

Fort Worth

“It’s an ongoing criminal investisa-
tion. That’s all I can say, period %

S : ® , Capt. John Dalton, _ sheriff’s
heriff’s == >
: : ‘ One of the county officials ques-

_ tioned said investigators told him they
7 were looking into “conspiracy to mis-
agents g
| _ Tarrant County district attorney offi-
§on cials, who typically investigate any
allegations of criminal wrongdoing by
e county workers, are not participating
u u in the sheriff’s investigation.
: i ' “We’re not involved in any investi-
gation,” said District Attorney Tim

® ® »
Curry, adding that “by law the Sher-
ln ull iff’s Department is entitled to investi-
.- ; gate anything it wants to.” ;

But county commissioners, who are

| By NeiL S ; expected today to approve outside
; St Mg S R ~counsel for any county employee or
FORT WORTH — Sheriff’s investi- , elected official facing questioning by
gators are questioning county employ- the Sheriff’s Department in the inves-
ees about money used to build a roof tigation, say the investigators are
over a jail exercise yard, and county “scaring” and “intimidating” county
commissioners are questioning the tac- employees. ‘
tics the investigators use. “I'm tired of their Gestapo tactics,”
The investigators have talked with a Commissioner J.D. Johnson saldt,alcu 2
half-dozen county workers — even County em i
2 our : : ployees are concerned
reading one his rights — while looking that they are being investigated on alle-

into how $81,000 was spent from an

inmate trust find 1o pot 8 Touf o the gations that they committed a crime,

. MR LAl B Johnson said, and the county should
city-county jail building at 350 W. : ik
‘ Dol S ia 1008, et o provide them with attoneys. :
Sheriff’s officials declined to dis- 2 ‘Shcnff David lehargs ',s, cngaging
cuss the investigation. in “political grandstanding” with this

investigation, Commissioner Glen
Whitley said.




 “He’s doing everything but his job,”
Wh;tIcy said. “If there’s a criminal
_mvemmnmwbe&m,whe
ought to quit this intimidating and scar-
ing-the-employee type situation. Basi-
cally he’s abu:mg his pu%et b’y not
The § ( tamedwnha
oountyeomas%mmmrm
hamng,d!aepoplein&ecountys

Most m quesﬁoned about the

D:receruyKiﬁymd m!erm
Tidwcn,saﬁﬁeyexpeatobeemm
ed by the in o

Jnmfo:tbeconnuﬁkonmncuon

nt department, an

ofthcroofearlylsstweekmdﬂmz
hr;}lmedafewdayslatertoqwsﬁm‘

“They read me my rights and had me

"Vngnacard saying I understood, then
recorded

ourconversauon,” Roberson
sad.“lfeltcommd.

- Tim Evans, a Fort Worth criminal
defmseattmney,saldﬂmesnoneedm
read someone his or her rights — such
asﬂnnghttoanattomeyord;engm
remain silent — unless he or she is

arrest.
Roberson, who returned to wokaj
latesummeraﬁeropenhnrt A
said the investigators told him they

waeloohngm emlspawymtmsap-
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Child molester
Jumps from jail
van, flees custody

& . BY MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN

g Star-Telegram Staff Writer

. FORT WORTH — With a leap from a van onto a
downtown street, a prisoner escaped the custody of
the Tarrant County Sheriff’s Department Monday
night, the second escape in a week.

-~ Convicted child molester Michael Graf was being
driven to the Tarrant County Jail on Monday after
being arrested on suspicion of violating the terms of
probation, according to sheriff’s officials and court

| i

ton, a Sheriff’s Department
spokesman. Graf had been hand-
cuffed, but he was not wearing leg
shackles. ; ,
Sheriff’s investigators are still
looking into the Feb. 16 escape of
Van Larue Barker of Grand
Prairie, who turned himself back
in to jail officials Friday night.
“One escape is embarrasing,”
Dalton said. “Two is embarrass-

'ing, t0o.”

The report of the second
escape drew criticismi from one
county commissioner yesterday.
Sheriff David Williams, whose

of

Ren
=

= -The .27-year-old man jumped out the back door of

the transport van when it stopped at the intersection
Fourth and Calhoun streets, said Capt. John Dal-

/ (More on ESCAPE on Page 9B)

_

department runs the jail, [
is involved in a long-run- .
ning dispute with com-
missioners. : -

“Everything over there |
seems to be in chaos. It
seems they go from one
turmoil to the next,” said
Commissioner J.D. John

“Nothing surprises me
anymore with the way the
Sheriff’s Department is run. He’s
got some good officers over there,
but he’s not using them. It’s mak-
ing it hard for all the sheriff’s
employees.” ;

‘County records show that Graf
received 10 years of deferred
adjudication in 1998 after he was
arrested by Arlington police on a

charge of indecency with a child,

Graf

Graf faces a possible sen-
tence of 20 years in jail if
it is found that he violated
the conditions of his pro-
bation.

Dalton declined to

comment on whether
| human or mechanical
error contributed to Graf’s
escape. -
- The van’s doors have
no interior handles, Dalton said.
“Somehow he was able to get the
back door open,” he said. “There
are ways that you can manipulate
them to get them open, but he
shouldn’t have been able to
manipulate it.” x

Last week, officials blamed
Barker’s escape on mistakes by

o ﬂ a second-degree felony.

jail staff, saying deputies allowed

Barker, who was awaiting extradi-
tion to Oklahoma on a car theft
warrant, to change from his jail
uniform into street clothes and
wait unrestrained outside the
changing area. :

He then walked out the front
door of the downtown Fort Worth
jail during a routine staff change,
officials have said.

- Barker provided investigators
with a statement after turning
himself in Friday, but Dalton
declined to comment in detail on
Barker’s account of his escape.

“It was a little different than
we speculated earlier,” Dalton

Staff writer Neil Strassman con- |
tributed to this report. i

Michael Weissenstein, (817) 390-7386
weissenm@star-telegram.com
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Sheriff talks to county
judge about inquiry

Commissioners offer legal
representation for employees
questioned in the case.

" By NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Sheriff David Williams

met with County Judge Tom Vandergriff this
week to defend an investigation of county spend-
ing, but that did not stop county commissioners

yesterday from offering an attorney to any county

employee questioned by sheriff’s investigators.

The commissioners said they took the action

dated county workers when they questioned them
about money spent three years ago to build a roof

‘over a jail exercise yard.

Sheriff’s officials declined to discuss the

investigation.

~ “We’re not going to comment on or discuss an

ongoing criminal investigation,” said Capt. John

Dalton, sheriff’s spokesman.
~ Vandergriff said that Williams explained to
him on Monday why the investigation should go
forward.
“He wants to satisfy himself that there was
nothing improper,” Vandergriff said. “Personally.
I don’t think an investigation is necessary.”

because of concerns that the investigators intimi-

The sheriff’s investigators are
looking into why $81,000 from
the jail commissary trust fund
was, used to build a roof over the
city-county jail building at 350
W. Belknap St.

- The investigators have talked
to about a half-dozen county
employees, read one his rights
and told at least one county work-
er that they are looking into “con-
spiracy to misappropriate funds.”
Other county employees say they
have been told by the investiga-
tors that they will be questioned.
Those already interrogated said
they were questioned about the

county’s purchasing and contract-
ing procedures. ;

“We owe our employees repre-
sentation,” said Commissioner
Glen Whitley, explaining why the
law firm of Bickerstaff, Heath
was retained to represent county
workers. It is the firm that
defended the county against
Williams’ lawsuit over the county
budget that he dropped last week.

“It’s very intimidating and
scary to be read your rights,”
Commissioner Marti Van-
D-.mmewaav said.

None of the commissioners
said they are questioning the
authority of the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment to conduct the investigation.
But they said any investigation
into allegations of criminal
wrongdoing by county workers
should be done by the district

attorney, the agency that typically
looks into such matters.

“We certainly have done that
in the past, but this is not our
investigation,” said Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Marvin Collins.
“We’re really not involved.”

The commissary trust fund
income comes from $2 the com-
missary operator pays to the
county for each prisoner, based
on the average monthly jail cen-
sus. The money must be used for
the benefit of the inmates, but the
sheriff is the only one with
authority to spend it.

When Williams met with Van-
dergriff, he cited the law pertain-
ing to the commissary trust fund
that requires the sheriff to sign off
on each and every expenditure,
the judge said.

“I don’t think there was any

(More on SHERIFF on Page 9B)

improper intent on the part of any
county employee,” Vandergriff
said. :
At the time the roof expendi-
ture was approved, sheriff’s offi-
cials knew about it because it was
discussed several times in open
court, Vandergriff said.

“I don’t think anyone, even the
sheriff, thinks putting the roof on
the exercise yard was an unwise
expense,” Vandergriff said.

County records show that in
1993 sheriff’s officials told the
county administration that they
wanted the recreation area cov-
ered. :

“It’s not a case of misuse of
the money,” Vandergriff said. If
need be, he added, the county
could put the money back into the
commissary trust fund. :

~Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
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explains
projects

Inquiry

Nearly $100,000 moved
from ‘ﬁmd, Williams says

By DEANNA Boyp
AND NEIL STRASSMAN

Star-Telegram Staff Writers
FORT WORTH — A months-
long sheriff’s investigation indi:
cates that almost $100,000 fron
the jail inmate commissary trus
‘was illegally diverted over th¢
- past two years, Sheriff Davic
Williams said in a news release

. 1oof over a jail exercise yard, said
“Capt. John M. Dalton, a Sheriff’s
Department spokesman.

County offictals have denied
that money was diverted illegally
from the commissary account.

- Although county employees
- have said publicly that sheriff’s
investigators questioned them
about the roof project, the depart-
ment had provided little informa-
tt;lon on its investigation before

“The investigation thus far has
indicated almost $100,000 of
Inmate Commissary Trust Funds

- were illegally diverted over the
past two years,” the release says.

“According to the law, [the
sheriff] is supposed to be in exclu-
sive control of”’ the commissary
fund, Dalton said. “He has not

been allowed exclusive control. ... .
They have spent money from -

-there without him signing off,
- without even asking.” :

Dalton said the investigation is
concentrating on criminal viola-
tions of misapplication of funds,
abuse of official capacity, criminal
conspiracy and the laws on com-
missary operation by the sheriff.
The offenses are felonies, he said.

Tarrant County auditor Renee
Tidwell said the county has not
misused commissary funds.

“I absolutely deny that. It’s the
craziest thing I ever heard of.}
Tidwell said. “Neither he nor his
people have contacted me about
this matter.”

Tidwell said any action she has
taken in regard to the commissary
fund was done on the advice of the

_ district attornev. :

In 1995, the Commissioner’s
Court ruled that the county auditor
should turn over the commissary
trust fund to the sheriff’s office.
County officials say Williams nev-
er took possession of the fund.

The fund is money derived
from commissary sales that is
used for the benefit of the inmates.
The county gets $2 from the com-
missary operator for each prisoner,
based on the average monthly jail
census. '

The auditor repeatedly refused
to obey the law, the release said.

County records show that in
1993, Williams’ first year in
office, sheriff’s officials told coun-
ty administrators that they wanted
the recreation area covered. Dal-
ton said Williams never authorized
the $81,000 funding for the pro-
ject be taken from the commissary
fund.

“There are certain things that
should be paid out of that account.
Putting a roof over the recreation
jail is not one of them,” Dalton
said.

He declined to say what other
projects were funded without
Williams’ approval.

Two county commissioners
said yesterday that sheriff’s offi-
cials were present when funding
for the roof was discussed several
times in open meetings.

“] think the sheriff approved of
the expenditure and knew what
was going on,” Commissioner

Glen Whitley said.
~ Whitley said the expenditure

from the commissary fund was

announced publicly in Commis-

sioner’s Court in May of 1996.

“The Sheriff’s Department
knew about it,” he said.

Commissioner J.D. Johnson
said at least two members of the
sheriff’s staff were present to
approve “any and every” expendi-
ture from the fund.

“I don’t think one dollar was
misappropriated,” Johnson said. “I
don’t think there’s anything to it.
All he’s going to do is spend a
bunch more of the taxpayer’s
money.”

County Judge Tom Vandergriff
has said that if need be, the county
could put the money back into the
commissary trust fund. '

But Dalton said: “It’s kind of
like you steal from the bank, and
say, ‘I’ll put the money back.’
They put the money back, but that
doesn’t mean the crime didn’t
happen.”

Dalton said results of the ongo-
ing investigation will eventually
end up in criminal court.

The Sheriff’s Department
announcement came one day after
county commissioners authorized

legal representation for any county
employee questioned by the Sher-
iff’s Department over the matter.

Several employees have been
questioned about the county’s pur-
chasing and contracting proce-
dures. The commissioners said
they took the action because of
concerns that the investigators
intimated employees they have
questioned. - By

“We’re kind of dumbfounded
because I know if a Tarrant Coun-
ty deputy was accused of some
kind of theft or misappropriation,
it would be questionable if they
would pay for an attorney for
them,” Dalton said. “They’re set-
ting a precedent that I have never
seen set before.” i

The sheriff and the county
commissioners have been at odds
over the extent of the sheriff’s
powers and the department’s bud-
get for more than a year. The sher-
iff rarely attends the commission-
ers’ meetings, sending deputies
instead.

The sheriff sued the Commis-
sioners Court and other county
officials over his budget but
dropped the suit last week.
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Windham assistant Perry
to join race for sheriff

By MAx B. BAKER
. Star-Telegram StaffWri_tcr :
FORT WORTH —Luther Per-

'Ty, an assistant to Fort Worth
Police Chief Thomas Windham,
today will become the third
Democrat to announce his candi-
dacy in the Tarrant County sher-
iff’s race in 2000.

Perry, 45, said he can bring a
new vision to the county post. He
also said he expects his support to
.cross party and racial boundaries.
Perry is one of the department’s
most visible African-American
officers.

“I think Tarrant County is open

to looking at
somebody who
can get the job
done and more § -
than to just a par-
ty,” Perry said.
“The important
part is to have a &
viable person who
brings a different
perspective to the office.”

Perry will announce his candi-
dacy on the Tarrant County Cour-
thouse steps at 11 a.m. He said he
plans to file his campaign com-
mittee documents within a few
days, allowing him to raise and

Perry

. spend money on his bid for

office.
Two other Democrats, Haltom
City detective Shane Harrison

-and Darrell Clements, a lieu-

tenant with the Tarrant County
Sheriff’s Department, have
announced plans to run. :

A 24-year veteran at the Fort
Worth Police Department, Perry
has worked as a community liai-
son officer for 15 years. He has
also been a background investiga-
tor, recruitment officer and patrol
officer. :

11s chief, Windham has
worked with Perry and others to

ease racial tensions that existed
- between the minority community

and the Police Department,

__“We’ve been on the road to -

changing how people feel about

law enforcement and certainly

we’ve been able to pull

those entities in the community,”
Returning the Sheriff’s Depart-

ment to its traditional role as a jail

administrator will be among Per-

Iy’s campaign platforms. Tarrant

County Sheriff David Williams

has been criticized for expanding

the agency’s crime fighting role,

That doesn’t mean that Perry

plans to spend this campaign
attacking Williams, a Republican
who is serving his second term.

“I'm going to concentrate on
what I can do and bring to the

_ office. Win or lose, that will be
-my format,” Perry said.

Two Republicans, former

£

North Richland Hills Police Chief

Jerry McGlasson and Brad Patter- ¥

son, a former president of the Fort
Worth Police Officers Associa-
tiox;, are seeking the GOP nomi-
nation. > '

Max B. Baker, (817) 390-7714
,maxbbaker@star-telegmcom
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Bill filed to let DAs

‘represent counties

Tarrant commissioners incur legal
fees of $25,000 fighting sheriff’s suit

»: By Max B. BAKER

& % Star-Telegram Staff Writer

*. AUSTIN — After spending at
least $25,000 on outside lawyers to
fight Tarrant County Sheriff David
‘Williams in court, county commis-
sioners want lawmakers to allow
the district attorney to represent
them when a county official sues

them. :
. State Rep. Glenn Lewis, D-Fort

Worth, filed a bill after Williams
dropped his lawsuit against the

Tarrant County commissioners last
- week. Williams’ suit accused the

“ommissioners Court of interfer-

ing with his budgetary authority.

" ‘Williams contended that a con-

flict of interest existed because the

district attorney’s office represents

e Sheriff’s Department and com-
g;smm Commissioners subse-
quently hired the Austin firm of

Bickerstaff, Heath.

“Commissioners had to spend
our tax dollars to go out to hire
Bickerstaff, Heath when the dis-
trict attorney was willing and able
to handle that with the money we
-are already paying them out of tax

“dollars,” Lewis said. :

- “I thought it was a waste of
‘money back when I saw that hap-
pen,” he said. '

_If adopted, Lewis’ bill would
allow the district attorney to repre-
sent a county official or employee
who sues the county or another
county official over an action aris-
ing from the performance of public
duties. prisst :
Under the legislation, the dis-
trict attorney’s office would assign

different attorneys to represent
each party in a suit,

. Chief Deputy Larry Hester said
1t is impossible for the district
attorney’s office to represent both

sides in a lawsuit. He also pointed

out that the lawsuit against the
commissioners was a civil case

and that a sheriff’s investigation of

county spending involves the pos-

sibility of criminal activity.

“He’d be representing both
parties, and which one does he
have the greatest interest in, the
agency or the governing body?”
Hester asked. “The governing
body sets the district attorney’s
salary and has influence on his
agency.” -

The county is paying Bicker-
staff, Heath $185 an hour plus
expenses, County ( issioner
Glen Whitley said. The total bill
for fighting the sheriff’s lawsuit
hasn’t been submitted, but officials
say it has cost at least $25,000.

Williams sued the commission-
ers over cuts they made in his bud-
get. Williams said the commission-
ers were underfunding his agency.
Commissioners said they were try-
ing to make his department finan-
cially accountable.

Although that lawsuit was
dropped, commissioners agreed
this week to pay Bickerstaff, Heath
to represent county employees
who are being questioned in a
Sheriff’s Department investigation
of county spending.

Max B. Baker, (817) 390-7714
maxbbaker@star-telegram.com _




Escaped prisoner surrenders;

sherif

s office

BY MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — An escaped
prisoner surrendered to police
early yesterday, and sheriff’s offi-
cials promised to fix a mechani-
cal flaw that allowed him to
escape from a transport van earli-
er this week.

Michael Graf of Arlington,
who was serving 10 years of
deferred adjudication for fondling
a child, walked into the lobby of
Fort Worth police headquarters
about 1 a.m. and surrendered,
said Capt. John Dalton, a sheriff’s

Graf, 27, escaped Monday
night while being driven to the
county jail after his arrest on sus-
picion of violating terms of his
probation in the fondling case. He
leapt to freedom after opening the
back door of a transport van when
it stopped at the intersection of

|

Fourth and Calhoun streets, Sher-

iff’s deputies lost track of him as
he ran through downtown Fort

e

' Graf apparently used his hands

or a tool to manipulate a rear
door’s locking mechanism

through a small hole where an

interior handle had been removed,

Dalton said yesterday. '
Sheriff’s officials will block

e s

to fix flaw

(ARSI

!

the hole in other transport vans,

In Dallas County, transport
vans are outfitted with steel cages
that prevent prisoners from touch-
ing the rear door, department
spokesman Don Peritz said.

“It’s a moot point because of
the cage,” he said.
_Tarrant County investigators
continued to look into the escape
of Van Larue Barker, who appar-
ently walked out of the jail last
-week after he was left standing in

Bt
e o~ e 0 )

a hallway unrestrained and wear-_

ing street clothes. iy <
Barker tumed himself in to jail
officials last Friday. ~ =~
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Sheriff takes jail issue to

It’s a Tarrant
nfﬁ'tter, he’s told

<" By NEIL Smssmu
S0 . Star. Tolagrian Sttt Writer-:

FORT WORTH — Sheriff

attorney general

Lounty officials have said that

ney was illegally diverted

fr | the commissary account,

is to be used solely for the
be!%ﬁt of jail inmates.

illiams was in Austin to

| a committee meeting for the

Texas Sheriff’s Association, and

on“Wednesday dropped by the

Curry said he has not talked
with either Williams or the attor-
ney general’s office about the alle-
gations and has no plans to.

Sheriff’s officials declined to
say when they would contact the
district attorney about their investi-
gation, which has been ongoing
for several months.

?ﬁlhams ta;llgsé ;xﬂt;llli;e ws:f: Gﬁfey general’s office, depart- “We're declining to comment

msg allogbtions’shat Tarbent ment spokesman Ted Delisi said. until we finish the investigation,”

officials may have di lehams lmt for about 30 tmn ;all:ln dgﬁent spokesman Capt.

verted " . -

wfm g&mm ﬁann %m utcs with Deputy Attomey General The investigation is concentrat-

s thekital Shane Pheips, who oversees the ing on possible criminal misappli-
o thejocal district atiomey. amy s criminal justice dlvxsmn, cation of funds, abuse of official
~ capacity, conspiracy. and violations |
Phelpssmdtheaﬁomeygeneral of the laws on commissary opera-

“does not have original jurisdic- tion by the sheriff, Dalton said.
tion” in mvesngah(ms such as the Tarrant County Judge Tom Van-

:;?1 t1\?‘)[@11113@5 is comli;cung, and dergriff rejected Dalton’s sugges- |
sheriff was told to take the
matter up with Tarrant County 5 1 mnt;f Poss‘bmwm“gdo'
Diswict Atiorney Tim Cury. | ™8 il or e to think i
terms of any criminal act when the
money was spent fo::«mqmremems ;
___MS Department,” Van-

dergnff said. “The question is
‘which account should,be 4charged~ _

Crieers & JEERS -

Cheers. To Deputy R. Frazxer of the Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department. Thank you for the
kindness shown to me and ‘my children. You are a %

~ credit to Tarrant County, your fellow officers and i
the Sheriff’s Department. Tarrant County should
consider itself very lucky to have you on its force..

LiNDA JOHNSON, Fom' Won-m
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Steps taken to clear records

The commissioners are
trying to expunge the
arrests in connection
with a raid on sexually
oriented businesses.

By NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Tarrant
County commissioners took
steps yesterday to clear the
records of some of the 55 peo-
ple arrested in a February 1998
Sheriff’s Department .raid on
sexually oriented businesses.

Yesterday, the commissioners
authorized paying $4,692 to the
district clerk to cover filing fees

for motions to expunge the

arrests of 23 people taken into
custody in the all-night raid by
the Sheriff’s Department.

None of the 55 people arrest-
ed was charged with a crime.
Only 23 have asked for their
records to be cleared.

“That’s good. We agreed to
deal with the expungement
first,” said Steve Swander, an
attorney representing some of
those arrested. “Now we will
try to negotiate a final settle-

ment for damages in the next 60

days.”

~The motions to expunge will

be presented to a criminal court.
If the court agrees, records of
the arrests will be dropped, said
Larry Thompson, an assistant
district attorney.

But damages claims are still
unresolved, he said.

“There is no admission of
liability on the part of the com-
missioners and those arrested
have not waived the right to
claim damages from the arrest,”
Thompson said. “It’s something
the commissioners thought was
fair to do since no criminal
charges were filed.”

Swander initially asked for
$5,000 in damages to be paid to
each person arrested.

Dancers, bartenders, cooks,
disc jockeys, waitresses, club
managers and other workers
were arrested and jailed for 24
hours or longer for working in

nude dancing clubs, topless bars

or adult bookstores that didn’t
have permits posted or had
them posted in the wrong loca-
tion. s

Sheriff’s officials said they
undertook the operation based

on complaints from. citizens

groups.

“If they don’t offer an i g,

it’s likely there will be a law-
suit,” Swander said. “We are

trying to settle this amicably,
based on the beliefs that no one
in government believes the
arrests were justified.”

Many of the clubs and book-
stores had 1991 Sheriff’s
Department letters that served
as temporary permits until a
permit hearing could be held.
The hearings were never held
and the clubs stayed open for-
years, often patrolled by
deputies. i

Some adult businesses have '
challenged the constitutionality
of the county’s sexually orient-
ed business ordinance in federal :
court. :

* Tarrant County regulations
require sexually oriented busi-
nesses to obtain a county permit -
and to renew it annually. The
businesses must be at least
1,000 feet from any day-care
center, church, dwelling,
school, public park or other

‘enterprise. -

_ Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657




4 years after ruling,
sheriff’s office asks
for commissary fund

By NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Nearly

four years after the district
attorney ruled that Sheriff
David Williams could have
the inmate commissary fund,
- the sheriff has asked Tarrant
County Auditor Renee Tid-
well to turn the account over

to his department.
In a letter hand-delivered

to Tidwell on Wednesday,
William:gasked for the fund

- — the subject of a recent law-
- suit and central to a contro-

~ versial sheriff’s investigation
of county employees — to be
- put under control of the Sher-

iff’s Department.

“The sheriff, by law, has

~ exclusive control of the mon-
- ¢ey,” said Chief Deputy Larry
Hester, who gave the letter to
Tidwell. “They [the county]
- should have given it up a long
time ago. They came up with

| the excuse that we didn’t ask

for it, so we’ll see” :

County officials say
Williams never took posses-
sion of the fund, which as of
- March 2 had a balance of

$365,381.

The money comes from $2
the commissary operator pays
to the county for each inmate,

based on the average monthly

- jail census. The money must
be used for the benefit of the
inmates.

Williams asked Tidwell for

advice on setting up a new
bank account and for a sum-
mary of disbursements from
the fund since Jan. 1, 1993,
the date he took office.
Tidwell said she has
always been willing to help
- Williams set up the account.
- However, this is the first time

since the district attorney’s

officials have denied any mis-

June 19, 1995, ruling that
Williams asked in writing for
the fund, she said.

“The fund has been avail-
able to him,” Commissioner
Marti VanRavenswaay said.
“He simply needed to make
the appropriate request in

‘writing. This is the first time.

In government you do need a

paper trail” i
In November, Williams

sued the commissioners over

the budget and the commis-

sary fund, but the lawsuit was

dropped last month, Then the

Sheriff’s Department made
public an investigation into
the possibility that $100,000
was illegally diverted from
the commissary fund by

county employees to pay fora -
roof over a jail recreation
yard. S

Tidwell and other count

- “Last week, I was being
investigated. This week he
wants my help,” Tidwell said.
Commissioner J.D. John-
son said Williams is wasting
“employees’ time and taxpay-
ers’ money” with his investi-
gation. :
“I hope he manages the
fund better than he’s manag-
ing the Sheriff’s Department,”
Johnson said, noting two
escapes in February, slow
booking times, and about 40
vacancies in the department.
“The priorities over there
don’t seem to be in order.”
Hester said Williams had
previously asked “verbally”
for the fund to be turned over
to the Sheriff’s Department.
“How many times do we
need to ask?” he said. :

Neil Strassman, (817) 3907657
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County
supports
jail plan

Tarrant commissioners
endorse proposed

legislation to take control -

away from the sheriff.

By NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Tarrant .

County commissioners voted

- Vandergriff said he expects
Rep. Kim Brimer and Sen, %h‘n's
Harris to carry the legislation.
Both men are Republicans from
Arlington.

Ryan Kraudel, Brimer’s leg-
islative aide, said the representa-
tive is “waiting for details of the
county’s plan.”

Mark Mendez, the county’s
legislative coordinator in Austin,
said the first step in drafting a bill
to turn the jail operation over to
the Commissioners Court was
yesterday’s vote by the commis-
sioners on a legislative policy

statement.

sioners said they want to ensure

that budgeted resources are used

solely for jail operations. The
sheriff, the statement says, is not

responsible for raising tax rev-

enue and has “little incentive to
pursue maximum operational effi-
ciency.” :

“The Commissioners Court
believes ... the effective and effi-
cient operation and administration

- of the county jail demands the

unanimously yesterday to support

a legislative.proposal to take

- rant County Jail away from Sher-
 The proposed bill, which has
~.not been introduced in the Legis-
Mature, would give the Commis-
-sioners Court control over the jail

and the right to appoint a jail

administrator, county officials

said. s
Tarrant County sheriff’s offi-

cials said yesterday that they dis-
, and offi-
cials of the Sheriff’s Association

approve of the proposal,

of Texas said such a law is proba-
bly unconstitutional.

" “I don’t think it’s a good idea.
I don’t think it will work,”

expertise and skills of a profes-
sional jail administrator responsi-
ble to the court and, therefore,
strongly supports legislation
granting the Commissioners
Court the authority to appoint a
jail administrator who shall exer-
cise all power, supervision and

Deputy Larry Hester said.
“It’s been tried before, in Bexar

| County, and it didn’t work there,”
said Capt. John Dalton, a sheriff’s
spokesman. -

Commissioners said the action

| is necessary to protect taxpayer
dollars. Jail costs use
one-third of the county’s general
fund tax revenue, they said.

“Since we provide the money,
we have to be responsible,” Coun-
ty Judge Tom Vandergriff said.
“We can best control expenses
with a jail administrator.”

up roughly -

control over the jail.”

The proposal would
counties with populations
than 1 million people that contain
at least two cities which — in
whole or in part — have a mini-
mum of 250,000 residents eaclH
Commissioner J.D. Johnson said.

“It’s long overdue,” Johnsor
said. “We need someone ovel
there we can work with, and we
are simply unable to communi:
cate with the sheriff. The taxpay/
ers will be better off.” :

But Steve Westbrook, execu
tive director of the Sheriffs’ Asso
ciation of Texas, said the prg
posed bill would probably
unconstitutional because th
Texas Constitution clearly cal
for the sheriff to operate the jail.

affecl’

* “You can’t hardly say that a
sheriff has no business in the jail,”
said Brazos County Sheriff Chris
Kirk, vice chairman of the associ-
ation’s legislative committee. “It’s
contrary to historical perspective
and would probably be met with
strong opposition.”

However, the Legislature
passed a law in 1973 to allow
Bexar County to appoint a jail
administrator, and the sheriff vol-
untarily relinquished the jail to
the commissioners, said Deputy
Chief Chauncey Spencer, now in
charge of the Bexar County Jail.

The attorney general later
found the law unconstitutional
because it was drawn too narrow-
ly, in that it could only be applied
to Bexar County and could never
be applied to another county.

Johnson said the proposed law
is not specific to Tarrant County
the way the law written for Bexar
was. But it appears that for now,
Tarrant may be the only county
that qualifies. ‘

Tarrant is the only county in
Texas with two cities with a mini-
mum of 250,000 residents each
— Fort Worth and Arlington —
according to the Texas State Data
Center at Texas A&M University.
Dallas County comes closest. In
addition to Dallas, the county has
Garland with a population of
193,475 and Irving with a popula-
tion of 175,983. '

The commissioners’ action
comes after months of confronta-
tion between the commissioners
and Williams. ;

In November, Williams sued
the commissioners over the bud-
get and the commissary fund, but
the lawsuit was dropped last
month. Then, the Sheriff’s
Department made public an
investigation into the possibility
that $100,000 was illegally divert-
ed from the commissary trust by
county employees to pay for a
roof over a jail recreation yard.

County officials, who deny
allegations of any misuse of the
fund, say the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment was aware of the expendi-
tures.

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657




" Sheriff David Williams: Spokesmen
say law would be unconstitutional

THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 1999

Coun L:omnligsioners! | legislators»h;ave

options to restrain sheriff

X 7 by stop at taking Sheriff > Jon McConal’s column. 4B
/ David Williams’ jail keys?

¥ ¥ Whynot strip the out of business months ago?
s Looney Lawman of his machine guns, gu¥I'hey could have. :
Bi’n v 4 com_mando gear, “special deputies” - They should now:.
~__  and $29,000 Chevy Tahoes? Tiring of the carrot-and-stick moti-
\ KE.HEDY‘ Why not shut down his entire ‘vational technique, the Tarrant Coun-
m grandiose operation, and put a stopto  ty Commissioners Court has decided

COMMENTARY - his claims of county “sovereignty”?  to ask the Texas Legislature for a big-
Why didn’t commissioners putthis  ger stick to use on our contrary coun-

ty sheriff. ty. In various public forums and print-

When he sued commissionersina  ed comments, he claimed absolute
flimsy lawsuit and then started power under the Magna Carta and the
grilling their employees in a petty - original constitution of the Republic *
investigation, Williams may have for-  of Texas, and maybe even the Code of
gotten who runs county government.  Hammurabi.

News flash: It’s not him. Total bunk. ,

Through two election campaigns, No offense to those who miss the
Williams presented himself falsely as ~ Commonwealth, but in Texas we live
the “chief” peace officer in the coun- (More on KENNEDY on Page 6B) .,



KENNEDY

FromPage IB

under the latest amended versxon'

of the oft-patched Texas Consnm-

tion.:.~ . -

Here’ s the Consutuuon s only
dcscn n of the shenff , from

“scribed bry the Legislature, and

vacancies in whose office shall be
ﬁlled by the Cpmmnssxox_xets

Thatsn. !&Ioﬂnngabolu “sov-

-erexaty” chemmando gear. Or
%machmeguns
He shall “hold office” four

Code of

and fees of office shall be pre.

years. That’s the only constitu-

uonalclmmtheshmffcanmake
I’mnottrymgtogetothersher-

1ffs riled up, or make their job
~sound less important. But under
- Texas law, lhecommzs&onersand
_ the Legislature together can rein

in a sheriff any time.
- The sheriff does have other
specific duties under the Texas

- Sheriffs are also specxﬁcally

assigned to quash nots and run

the county jal.
w, any Legislature can take

away. So — ascounty commis-

sioners want — lawmakers will
be asked to rewrite the law and

give local commissioners the Tar- ~
rantﬁounty Jail keys, sé&y can -

mwbatﬁelxgmlatmewrote

~

stop Williams from bustmg the

overtime budget W1th othet pro-.

jects.

The way I read Texas 1aw.
commissioners could also stnp .
”Wﬂhamsefmommanthc]mh e

‘We can’t vote to recall l‘mn
You can’t do that to Texas ¢
officials. And commtssmners
can’t fire him.

arourid him so genﬂy.‘ :
~ Sorhe of us would
the stick.
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‘Up to Here

TEXAS COUNTY GOVERNMENT is a funny creature. A
host of elected officials, each granted the confidence of voters to
de his or her job, must interact with other elected ofﬁc1als to get :
the county’s business done. :

In Tarrant County, the commissioners have historically acted
with deference and respect for the other elected folks with whom
they must work. But Sheriff David Williams has pushed these
otherwise accommodating people to the edge. '

_ County Judge Tom Vandergriff’s participation i ina unammous
vote to support a legislative proposal to take jail operations away
from Williams is the most dramatic sign yet of how far relations
between the court and the sheriff have deteriorated. None of the

- court’s members are big risk-takers, but Vandergriff is the least
conftontatlonal one of the group. Throughout his dlstmgunshed
political career he has been a negottator, a facnhtator and, above

all, a gentleman.

It is a sad day for Tarrant County taxpayers when the
confidence level for one elected official has diminished among his
peers to thepomt that they feel compelled to try to pull the rems

e persenahty involved i m thts ongomg clash Take
_ ihe scenano and then ask whether it's a good ldea

- county wmmwsioners to temove job tespons:bxhnes from a duly
elected‘pnblic official.
That debate will take piace in Austm should Rep. Kim Brimer
~ and Sen. Chris Harris decide to carry the legislation. In the
meantime, Williams has stayed out of sight. Subordinates in the
department do the talking for him, leaving his constituents to
- wonder whether he's playing the coward or the martyr. -




- ByJack DouGLAS Jr.
_ Star-Telegram Staff Writer

 FORT WORTH — The helicopter
crash that killed two sheriff’s deputies in
‘September 1997 was caused by the pilot’s
“failure” to keep the craft’s rotor blades
spinning fast enough, according to a rul-
ing released yesterday by the National
Transportation Safety Board.
- The ruling marks the end of the

NTSB’s investigation into the accident

B cites pilot ‘failure” |
In crash of sheriff’s

that killed Tarrant County sheriff’s Lt. |
Maurice Hendrix, the pilot, and deputy .
investigator T.J. Smith, the lone passenger
in the 2,750-pound chopper. - ]
Both men died at the scene on Sept. 17,
1997, when the helicopter plunged 500
feet onto a runway path at the Kenneth
Copeland ministry grounds near Eagle

The fedetal report said the crash was
.(Mo_re on CRASH on Page 19A)

CRASH

From Page 1A
caused by the “pilo’s ailure (o
which resulted in a loss of ai I mﬁ

control.” The report did not

address what caused the mistake,
other than to say that it was not
due to mechanical failure or

inclementweamqr..‘ T by
Ted Lopatkiewicz, spokesman

for the NTSB in Washington,
said the agency did not investi-
gate what may have caused Hen-
drix to lower the rotor speed.
“The report is silent on that. ...
We don’t go that far,”

The Sheriff’s Department has

said that Hendrix and Smith were

preparmg for an air survexllance
flight over suspected car theft

operations when the crash

ment’s aviation division was first

~_ Deputy Smith’s widow, Kathy
Smith, has filed a lawsuit against
.the Sheriff’s Department and
 Sheriff David Williams, claiming
negligence and a failure to
“maintain a competent aviation
- According to the NTSB’s final
report, the Bell helicopter had
landed safely at the ministry’s
private runway, then took off
again “after a few minutes.” The
chopper “circled the airport ang
was headed upwind about 500
feet above the ground ‘when it
pitched up, hover¢d for an

“acoustic analysis of a videotaped

and.

ground,” the report said.
ion of the helicopter

did not disclose evidence of

recording of the crash, made by a

bystander at Copeland ministries.
That recording, the report said,

‘“revealed the rotor rpm during

the descent was 80 percent” of
wvhat Lopatkiewicz called “nor-
mal operating range.” :
“You don’t want to be at 80
percent,” he said, adding that a
safe rotor speed fi

or hovering
above the ground is between 90
percent and 100 percent of nor-
mal operating range.
 Jack Douglas Jr. (817) 390-7700
 Jjld@star-telegramcom

2
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Measure
on county
Jail unfiled
but alive

Leglslators miss deadhne
but trot out alternative bill

By NEIL STRASSMAN :

£ Star-Telegram Staff Writer
 FORT WORTH — Tarrant County leglslators
~ did not file a bill to.take jail responsibilities away
~ from Sheriff David Williams, but that doesn’t mean
- a proposal to allow county commissioners to
~ appoint a jail administrator is dead, legislative offi-
cials said yesterday.

Instead of filing a bill to strip Williams of his
authority over the jail, aiother bill — one to
require the sheriff to provide commissioners with
copnes of commissary contracts — was introduced,
and it could easily be amended later to include the
jail administrator provision, said a spokesman for
Sen. Chris Harris, R-Arlington, who filedit.

Williams, however, is not taking any chances.

On Thursday, he began urging sheriff’s employ-
ées to sign a petition opposing the commissioners’

-bid to take over the jail, having his commanders
read the petition at daily briefings.

- “It’s basically a petition to let the employees

- express their concern about the proposed legisla-

tion. If they don’t want to sign, that’s fine,” smd ;

Capt. John Dalton, sheriff’s spokesman,

_Harris’ aide, Tom Marshall, said there wasn’t

time to draft the bill the commissioners wanted

before yesterday’s bill-filing deadline in the Legls-
~lature. It could become a substitute for the commis-

sary bill when that bill goes toa leg1slauve com-
, he said.

CWe need to ﬁguig out wbethet rt 1s ponstltu- :

tional” Marshall said.
smnﬁs officials and a state sfleuﬁs associa-
fﬁa.ve. said they believe that a law to give the

’C‘Ommxsmoners Court control over the jail and the
(More on JAIL on Page 14B) 3

nghttoappomtajaﬂadmlmstm- ,

tor is a “bad idea” and would be
unconstitutional,

Alegal expert dxsagreed%

“There’s nothing in the Texas
Constitution that says the sheriff
shall operate the jail. It just says
simply there shall be a sheriff
elected every four years and that
county jails shall be established,”
said David Brooks, legal counsel
to the House Select Committee
on Constitutional Revision.

“Absent anything in the Con-
stitution, the Legislature is free to
determine anything it wants to
regarding the jail and who runs
it,” he said.

County commissioners, for

thelr part, defended their legisla-

tive effort. yesterday and chided

the sheriff for the petition. Com-

missioners say the law is needed

to protect taxpayer dollars

because jail expenses account for
one-third of the county’s general
fund tax revenue,

The law would give commls- :

sioners the right to appoint a jail
administrator to run the jail. It
would affect counties with popu-
lations of greater than 1 million
people that contain at least two
cities which — in whole or in

part — have a' ‘minimum of

250,000 residents each.
“We want maximum efficiency
in the jail. We insist upon it, and

the general public has a right to
expect it,” County Judge Tom

Vandergnff said. “Understaffing
and delays in booking procedures
all continue to be major con-
cerns.”

Commissioner J. D. Johnson

said his office has received  phone
calls from sheriff’s employees
who say they feel forced to sign
the sheriff’s petmon ;

“It [the petition] is childish and

typical of Williams’ administra-

tion,” he said.

But Dave Mann, president of ;
the Tarrant County Deputies

Association, said there should not

“be “a grudge match” between the
sheriff.

commlsswners and the

“There’s a great fear that tak-

ing over the jail would destroy







LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Running the jail
Should the Tarrant County
commissioners approach the Legislature
asking for a bill that would allow them

control over the jail through an appointed
administral;or, or should that important

It’s been tried in the past and didn’t work.

Why would we want to fix something that

isn’t broken? :

The Texas Jail Standards Commission is
pretty well satisfied with the operation of
the Tarrant County Jail, and this smells
strongly of another chapter in the “who
really runs the sheriff’s office” struggle.

I'm unaware of any complaint by Tarrant
County residents about the operations of the
Jail. Of course, occasional difficulties come
up, and they are corrected immediately. Is an
appointed official, not responsible to the
voters, going to be able to make corrections
any better than they have been?

I'm disappointed in the Commissioners
Court. I would ask your readers to carefully
consider the motives for this requested

ehange.Dowemallymttogiveupeontml‘

over who runs the jail when we can decide
for ourselves every four years?

= ‘ CAPT. Ray BeLL
 Tarrant County Sheriff’s Department

position be left up to the voters on a four-
basis?

ogy e ; . LB
‘Williams and Clinton
May I respond to your Feb. 23 editori‘g
“Apology Owed,” a recent installment in yo
ongoing campaign against the sheriff?

2
I am not well informed about the trqi

- details of the situation with Sheriff David

Williams and the Tarrant Coun
Commissioners Court. I do not know
Williams is correct on every point. I do know
that I find it refreshing that a public official
would believe in something and take 3
lonely, unpopular stand against it. I a g
actually looking for public officials who aré
not willing to dialogue every issue to
consensus. - e

Most of what the public knows about
Williams and his lawyer is what they have
read in the Star-Telegram. Think of thé
impact that the paper could have made if the
editors had been equally critical of President
Clinton and called for him to “forever
disappear from politics.” . 2 |

- Any citizen who thinks that Clinton has

been running an “open government” needs té
do some research on the various
unpublicized ways that he is systematically
transforming the United States from a free
nation to one enslaved by socialism and

Talking incessantly and appearing in
public is not necessarily an indication of
“openmemment." SEr b o)
: JEANIE KILPATRI
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Tarrant sheriff to get
new equipment

s e e 3

- Nearly $$002000 to be spent on

computers, radio communications

By NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Nearly
$800,000 will be spent on new
“state-of-the-art” field comput-
ers and improved radio com-
munications for Tarrant County
law enforcement, county offi-

cials decided yesterday.
Overcoming the ill will
between Sheriff David

Williams and county commis-
sioners, a sheriff’s lieutenant
and the county’s criminal jus-
tice coordinator crafted a pack-
age to put modern removable
laptop computers in patrol cars
and new computers in the com-
munications center to increase
radio coverage.

. “This is completely aside
from any differences we have
with the sheriff over the direc-
tion of the department,” Coun-
ty Judge Tom Vandergriff said.
‘This is a new generation of
equipment that will allow our
people to be fully prepared.”

. Lt. Norm Craven, comman-

der of the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment’s communications center
commander, said the new
equipment “will enhance oper-
ations and the safety of
deputies on patrol.”

The new computers, which
can handle Year 2000 computer
problems — unlike the current
ones — will enable sheriff’s
deputies to access the county’s
criminal data base, check on
mug shots and write reports in
the field, he said.

“If we’re looking for some-
body, we will be able to send a
copy of a mug shot to patrol
cars,” Craven said.

The 45 new computers will
go in sheriff’s and constable’s
patrol cars and the county’s
auto-theft task force vehicles,
said Les Smith, the county’s
criminal justice coordinator, at
acost of $591,722.

“These computers are state-
of-the-art in police work,” he
said.

The county’s old computers

transmitted on radio frequency.
The new ones will be based on
a cellular digital communica-
tions system, Smith said.

The Fort Worth Police
Department is considering pur-
chasing similar computers and
met with a computer manufac-
turer yesterday, Police Depart-
ment officials said. Fort
Worth’s equipment was pur-
chased in 1986 and is being
upgraded, Lt. Ric Clark said.

Four new computers are
going into the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment radio base station, which
will be hooked directly into the
Fort Worth Police Department
radio base station with a digital

line, Smith said. The radio

upgrade is expected to cost
about $190,000.

Craven said the new radio
setup will improve clarity,
increase the coverage area and

~could save the lives of deputies

because of new emergency call
equipment. :
“Now the walkie-talkies and

patrol cars will have an emer-
gency button that will te]] the
dl’spatcher who the officer s,
It’s not an automatic locator,
but it will help improve safe.
,” he said.

~ County budget officer Deb-
blp Schneider said the county
will buy the radio equipment
first because jt had been bud-
geted. Schneider hopes to pur-
chase the computer terminals
by October, the start of the
next fiscal year, R

In November, Williams sued
the commissioners over the
budget and the commissary
fund; but the lawsuit was
dropped last month. Then, the
Sheriff’s Department made
public an investigation into the
possibility that county employ-
ees illegally diverted $100,000
from the commissary trust to
pay for a roof over a jail recre-
ation yard.

County officials, who deny
any misuse of the fund, say the
Sheriff’s Department was
aware of the expenditures. The
commissioners are seeking a
bill in the Legislature to allow
them to take jail responsibili-
ties away from Williams and to |
appoint a jail administrator.

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
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LeTTERS TO THE EDITOR

Warrant work

I read with interest your positive
reporting of the crime decrease in Fort
Worth and your praise of the Fort Worth
Police Department. Of course, this praise is
Justified; however, your reporting of the
crime decrease failed to consider that the
Tarrant County Sheriff’s Department
Warrant Division and its reorganized
program has increased the number of
warrants served fourfold since Aug. 10, 1995.
- That August, Sheriff David Williams —
using extra personnel from the closed Green
Bay and Cold Springs jails — instituted a
,&ogmm in which warrant profilers, working

th computerized data, began profiling
active warrants. This released the field
crimigal warrant officers from the office and
its paperwork, effectively doubling the
amount of time that an officer spends

~In addition, the sheriff placed fugitive

‘transport vans in the field to pick up

arrested fugitives, keeping the warrant
officers in their districts serving warrants
instead of making trips to the jail. ,
~ Warrants on hand have been reduced
from approximately 30,000 to about 16,000.
Since August 1995, 80,387 warrants have
been served and 55,519 fugitives have been
arresw : :

In March 1995, 589 warrants were served
for the whole month. In the second week of

‘March 1999, the same amount of warrants

~ In my opinion, this is one of the major

factors for the decrease of crime in the

Tarrant County Sheriff’s Department
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Not the sort
of coverage
“ that one seeks

Tarrant County Sheriff David Williams
is getting some national media attention, but
not the kind he is likely to want. “News of

- the Weird,” a nationally syndicated column
that features strange news tidbits from
around the country, recently poked fun at
Williams’ work habits.

The column said that Williams “rarely
goes to his office” and has stopped meeting
with county commissioners. The blurb on
Williams followed an item about a British
fertility expert who claims that he has

figured out’how a man could carry an
implanted embryo to full term with the help

of female hormones.
3
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Sheriff to
use inmate
fund for
chaplains

Commissary money
to pay for ministry

BY NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Concerned that his
chaplain’s program at the county jail will
close, Sheriff David Williams will
finance the jail ministry with inmate
commissary funds held by a nonprofit
corporation.

In a letter to area churches, the sheriff
said he plans to contract for chaplain’s
services through a nonprofit group estab-

lished by Deputy Hugh Atwell, a minis-

ter and chaplain of the jail for five years,

Atwell’s post as jail chaplain was
eliminated by county commissioners six
months ago during budget cuts, despite
the objections of the volunteer chaplains
who work with him.

The Sheriff’s Department has since
been able to find “only temporary” fund-
ing for the program, which ministers to
inmates and their families, the sheriff’s
letter said.

“Independent funding through the use
of jail commissary funds was the only
solution for keeping the chaplain’s pro-

. gram permanently in place in the Tarrant
County jail,” Williams wrote. “My plan
_ is to secure and protect the chaplain’s

pr:ogram via contract with a non-’ .
profit 501(c)(3) corporation estab- ______
lis:hed by Chaplain Atwell.”

: Atwell, a major earning $56,760,
was reassigned to work as a jail
lieutenant, although he said yester-
day that he also continues to work
as the jail’s chaplain.

“This is just another way of fun

ing it [the chaplain program]
Atwell said. “We’re trying to be cr
ative. This would not be taking ta
payers’ money, and the inmat:
would be funding a program th
benefits them.”

Williams could not be reached
comment. ,

The chaplain organization, whic
was registered with the Texas secr
tary of state as a nonprofit organiz
tion on Jan. 19, is called the Fai
Restorative Justice Chaplaincy Inc
Atwell said. He said he will prob
bly resign from the Sheriff’s Depar
ment to work for the group.

The Internal Revenue Servic
does not show the organization as
nonprofit, but Atwell said that “atto
neys are reviewing paperwork.”

The money in the commiss:
account comes from $2 the comm
sary operator pays the county 1
each inmate, based on the avera
monthly jail census. The mon
must be used for the benefit
inmates, and it is commonly used

purchase such items as compute:

Then the Sheriff’s Department
made public an investigation into
the possibility that county employ-
ees illegally diverted $100,000 from
the commissary fund to pay for a
roof over a jail recreation yard.
County officials have denied any
misuse of the fund.

Assistant District Attorney Mar-
vin Collins said the monies in the
commissary account are public
funds even though they are under
the exclusive control of the sheriff
and “may be subject to public scruti-
ny with regard to their use.”

Other counties use the commis-
sary account to pay for chaplain ser-
vices, Atwell said.

Dallas County, whose commis-
sary is run by Mid-States Inc., the
company that runs the Tarrant
County commissary, uses the funds
to pay the salary of its chaplain
coordinator.

In San Antonio, the nonprofit
Bexar County Detention Ministries,
governed by a 25-member board,
runs the commissary, said Brenda
Schultz, executive director.

“The commissary account legally

typewriters, basketballs, law boo. pelonos ta the nonnrofit hut we

and Bibles.

County Commissioner J.D. John-
son said that it is important that the
commissary funds be used to benefit
all prisoners.

“The nonprofit may not be fair to
all the prisoners because they are
not all using the chaplain’s pro-
gram,” he said.

State Sen. Chris Harris, R-
Arlington, has filed a bill that would
require the sheriff to provide com-
missioners with copies of all com-
missary contracts. The commission-
ers also want a bill that would allow
them to take jail responsibilities
from Williams and to appoint a jail

As of March 19, the commissary
account had a balance of $354,676,
according to the county auditor.
Williams took possession of the
fund this month, but not before it
became a source of controversy. In
November, Williams sued the com-

missioners over the county budget
and the commissary fund, but
dropped the lawsuit last month.

don’t pay any chaplain’s salaries
because the church community
takes care of that,” she said.

The Rev. Roger Hollar of Glen-
view Baptist Church, one of several
hundred volunteer chaplains who
does work in the Tarrant County jail,
said Atwell works well with all
faiths.

“If the sheriff had not moved him
to a lower pay grade, we would not
have a chaplain,” he said.

When the commissioners cut
Atwell’s post, they promised to
replace it with a broader employee
assistance program to help inmates
and county employees. They hired
someone for that job last week.

Ladd Holton, executive director
of the Restorative Justice Ministries
Network of Texas, said the nonprofit
idea is interesting.

“If that’s the only way to fund
the chaplaincy program, it’s better
than not having anything at all,” he
said. “In the public meetings I have
been to, the commissioners have
been supportive of restorative jus-
tice efforts. The commissioners’
problem is with the sheriff, not with
the restorative ministry or the chap-
lain’s mom’s

 Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Rearrange it

- The Tarrant County Commissioners
- Court’s decision to push for a bill to allow it
. to take over the jail administration is a great
~idea. The bill should be worded so that all
- Texas counties could be allowed to do so. If
 that were to pass, maybe some other act
could be taken about county elected officials.

Texas has grown far past its Constitution
in the way county government was set up. In
today’s world, county government could

Court appoint professional administrators
for all county o would include the

e positions appointed Qoﬁi&;'
internal and external political
and bickering could be greatly

e people being done but
~wh litically good for the elected
 offic say this from 12 years as a Tarrant
- County employee who saw many decisions
made for political rather than business
~reasons. Each time this was done, the
“taxpayers paid more than they should have.
L : - RusseLL L. CoNLEY
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Deputies
to express
concerns
about jobs

By NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Deputies plan to air
concerns before Tarrant County commis-
sioners tonight that a proposal to curb Sher-
iff David Williams’ jail duties might endan-
ger their jobs.

Williams is also expected to attend the
session.

“We’re worried,” said Dave Mann, pres-
ident of the Tarrant County Deputies Asso-
ciation. “So much has come up with this
war between the commissioners and the

sheriff. There are career issues here.”
The 7 p.m. meeting in Trial Room D on
the fourth floor of the Criminal Courts Jail

“ Building at 300 W. Belknap is billed as an

informal gathering to “let deputies know
what’s happening,” Mann said.

They want to know about pay, pensions,
job security and who would hold the
deputies’ commission if an administrator
were to run the jail instead of the sheriff as
the commissioners propose, Mann said.

“We’re not going to privatize the jail,”
Commissioner Glen Whitley said.

The deputies would not be pulled out of
the county pay system, Whitley said,
adding that he is glad Williams plans to
attend the

“I wish we could get him to come to
Commissioners Court. Perhaps he will

respond to questions,” he said.

- Williams, who could not be reached to
comment, told Mann that he will attend to
respond to the commissioners’ comments.

Commissioners want legislation that
would allow them to appoint a jail adminis-
trator in place of Williams. Such action is
necessary to protect taxpayer dollars
because of the way the jail is being man-
aged, they said.

“The only change deputies would see is

that there would be daily, in-house supervi-

sion,” Commissioner J.D. Johnson said.

“We want a jail administrator who will be

there every day running the jail.”
Addressing a concern, Johnson said a

jail administrator could certify his employ-
ees as peace officers, just as police clnefs,

constables or others do.

For his part, Williams began urgmg
sheriff’s employees two weeks ago to-slgn
a petition opposing the commissioners’ bid

to take over the jail.

Sheriff’s officials and a state shenffs
association assert that the proposed law is

not only a “bad idea
tional.

”” but also unconstitu-

Legal experts say the Texas Constitution
does not expressly state that the sheriff

shall operate the jail

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657’ ;
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\ Commissioners tell deputies
their jobs safe

“You’ve got to speak for your
department. All the elected offi--
_cials need to do that,” Johnson

BY NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer :
~ FORT WORTH — County commission-
ers told 135 deputies last night not to fear for

their jobs if their proposal to take jail respon- gaddt.
sibilities from Sheriff David Williams ,  «yes | was there,” Williams
becomes law. '

_ said. “Don’t let them fool you.”
- Williams attended some of the
budget meetings but rarely spoke.
‘Last night’s meeting was the
first large-scale face-to-face meet-
ing among deputies, commission-

" The meeting in a Tarrant County court-
room — billed as an opportunity for deputies
to ask questions about the proposal to have
“an administrator run the jail — quickly
became a debate between the sheriff and

commissioners over salaries, budgets and
overtime. ;

- Williams had little to say about the effort
to strip him of authority over the jail, but he
told deputies at the meeting that tightfisted

ers and Williams in nearly two.
years of wrangling and discon-~
tent. Attorney Mike Ware moder-
ated the one-hour session called
by the Tarrant County Deputies

commissioners are the reason they are paid A§800iation. ;
sopoorly. 'Johnson told deputies that the

~ “We're trying to get control of a runaway. . fl‘lm'}tyl has 1;10 plans to prﬁaﬁzc
Right now no one has any control of SRl - e JAk OECUARES IR A% es or

going on in the jail, said Commissioner J.D. B Pt Clen WO LA S
Johnson, defending the commissioners’ pro- . ommissioner Glen Whitley S &

acie said he and the other commission-
posed legislation. ~ ers would not vote for a jai
gl : K ; -a jail
- Johnson also criticized Williams for rarely , q:iniirator if that in any way
coming to Commissioners Court meetings. | ;

3 ) . jeopardized the peace officer cer-
“Icancampouthththemnlllambhtr"?op.' e s el
in the face, but it doesn’t negate their [com- &2‘3:30“ of deputies working in
missipners’] respons?bility f’o‘; sgttfn;gi i “,“Wﬁx@ ot in this 10 ‘
B ey il e f the people in the jail. We’
salaries,” Williams said. /A TRoa gt g
Williams hammered away on basically trying to get on with the
what he called an unfair “below- WSk P, itiey il -

market” salary structure for
deputies and criticized commis-
sioners for not immediately eras-
ing a salary gap pointed out in a
study of county wages. =

‘He praised Harris County,
which adopted a step system and
a career development program
about 13 years ago. Harris County
pays employees extra for longevi-
ty and educational achievement.

Johnson chastised the sheriff
for his many absences at Com-
missioners Court meetings, espe-
cially during last year’s budget
sessions. He recalled $173,000 in
raises for Sheriff’s Department
employees that went undistributed
and a dual system for reviews that
shortchanged jail employees.

But the deputies, worried that
taking the jail from Williams:
would destroy department morale
and careers, hardly seemed con-

vinced that their jobs are safe.

“How am I supposed to trust
them if I can’t trust them for a pay

raise?” asked Ricky Camp, 36, of

Euless, a jailer for seven years. . .
At the end of the meeting,
when asked how the bitter rela-

‘tions between the commissioners

and the sheriff might end, Whitley
said he hoped the voters would
decide that-in two years, a refer-
ence to the end of Williams’ term.
‘Said Williams: “I don’t have
any plans not to run again.”

-

 Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657 =
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| mn to let dlstrict attsmeys |

ty Ofﬁdﬁl orpmpi ee another
county official or employee was
~ approved yesterday by the House Coun-
ty Affairs Committee.
Rep. Glenn Lewis, D-Fort Worth,
figad ‘House Bill 1767 after Tarrant
ounty simif Eaiid Williams dmpped

#
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Williams
getting
ready for
run in 2000

Sheriff to start raising
money for costly race
By MAx B. BAKER

Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH —Tarrant County Sheriff
David Williams, who has been engaged in a

high-profile battle with county commission- .

ers since the 1997 crash of a Sheriff’s
Department helicopter, is taking early steps
toward a run for a third term in 2000.

Williams, a Republican,
did not say when he will
announce his re-election bid.
But he said he’s pulling
together a campaign organi-
zation and plans to start rais-
ing money for a race he said
may cost up to $180,000.

“I don’t have any plans
not to run,” said Williams,
who had not talked with the
media about his political future until this
week. The sheriff was interviewed Tuesday
after he met with sheriff’s deputies and coun-
ty commissioners to discuss jail operations.

Williams, however, has done little fund-
raising and has lost the support of two men
who helped run his campaigns in 1992 and
1996.

Two Republicans and three Democrats
have formed campaign committees for the
race for sheriff in 2000. Others are consider-
ing bids for the job, which pays $101,400 a
year. :

Williams said he is not concerned about
the number of people planning to run in
2000.

“It’s part of the political landscape. Each
campaign is a different campaign and the
landscape is different, and you have to adapt
to the changes and the landscape,” he said.

(More on SHERIFF on Page 7B)

Williams

~ County Commissioner-Glen
Whitley said the competition
indicates Williams’ political prob-
lems.

“I think it shows that a lot of
people think he’s pretty vulnera-
ble, and I certainly don’t disagree
with that,” he said.

Commissioners and Williams
have been fighting over his bud-
get and personnel during most of
his second term. The GOP-domi-
nated Commissioners Court has
endorsed a proposal to end the
sheriff’s management of the jail
and give the job to an administra-
tor.

- But Williams said the commis-
sioners and others have criticized
him unfairly. He said that he has
lived up to his campaign promis-
es and that he has “kept the jails
open and we did it without the

problems that a lot of big coun-
ties in Texas™ have encountered.
But Williams’ two top political
lieutenants in his previous cam-
paigns say they don’t plan to be
involved in his bid for a third

- term.

Tarrant County District Clérk
Tom Wilder was the architect of
Williams’ political rise from a
Haltom City DARE officer to the
countywide post. Fort Worth
businessman Ed Max, a self-
made millionaire, was his chief
financial supporter.

“I met with them. ... ' We met
and discussed some issues for the
future. They are a top-drawer
operation and a strong team, and
I’m impressed with what they’ve
done and can do,” Williams said.

The firm has close ties to
Christian conservatives, and one
of its top operatives, Jeff Fisher,
is a former leader of the Texas
Christian Coalition.

However, Winning Strategies
founder Bob Reese said his firm
hasn’t had any “recent contact
fram_the Williams campaign to

be retained in any capacity.”
Jerry McGlasson, form

and Brad Patterson, former pres
dent of the Fort Worth Polic
Officers Association, have saj
they will challenge Williams fo
the GOP nomination.

Luther Perry, an assistant t
Fort Worth Police Chief Tho:
Windham; Haltom City Detectiv:
Shane Harrison; and Darrel]
Clements, a lieutenant with the
Tarrant County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, have announced plans to
run as Democrats.

Whitley said a large field of
candidates could work in
Williams’ favor.

“I don’t want to underestimate
the sheriff because | do believe
that you get too many people in

Max, who put about $42,000 that race and he stands a good
into Williams® 1992 campaign, chance of getting re-elected.” he
said he has not talked to the sher- said.

iff in two years and doesn’t plan
to support him in 2000. He said
he has not decided whom to sup-
port.

Wilder is also distancing him-
self from Williams.

“I’ve not heard from David
since last summer,” said Wilder,
who dropped out of Williams’
campaign after the 1996 primary.
“The only plans I have for thi
election are to support George W.
Bush” if he runs for president.

In the most recent campaign
finance reports, Williams had
contributions of about $250 and
expenditures of about $800.

Williams has talked to repre-
sentatives of Winning Strategies
about his campaign. The Canton-
based firm helped elect Tom
Davis as Tarrant County Republi-
can chairman last year.

Max B. Baker, (817) 390-7714
maxbbaker@star -telegmm_cam
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Sheriff’s hearing on
postponed I

demotion

ﬂne panelist recuses
hmself another
l-:esngns, and the key
‘witness can’t show up.
By NEIL STRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
.. FORT WORTH — The Sher-
iﬁ"s Civil Service Commission had
4 rough time yesterday at Sgt. John
§med1ey s appeal hearing.

“Y The key witness had a broken
lég and couldn’t make it. One com-
missioner recused himself. Then
the chairman of the three-member
commission, which has one vacan-

cy, resigned.
. No one left to hear the appeal:
CaSeoonunued.

’9

“Right now we have zero com-
missioners to deal with Smedley,”
said Assistant District Attorney
Dave Hudson.

Smedley was demoted from
major to sergeant Oct. 1 after the
county eliminated certain positions
in the department. Smedley’s
demotion, and that of several oth-
ers, was done in lieu of a layoff,
but he says deputies with less
seniority maintained higher ranks.

Smedley contends that his

demotion was retaliation and the

result of discrimination based on
political affiliation and religion.

In a February report, the coun-
ty’s equal employment opportunity
officer, Wendy Williams, deter-
mined that there was not enough

information to say that Smedley
was discriminated against “because
_he is not religiously aligned” with

Sheriff David Williams, or to sub- -

stantiate the retaliation claim.

But the report says there is prob-
able cause to support Smedley’s
allegation that he was discriminat-
ed against for supporting a political

of Williams in 1996.

When Smedley asked his boss,
Cmdr. James Skidmore, who is
now a lieutenant, why he was
excluded from department meet-
ings and policy decisions, Skid-
more told him, “He was excluded
because the sheriff did not consider
him to be loyal because he was a
friend and supporter of Jim Minter,
the sheriff’s political opponent,”

the report says.

Skidmore, who was expected to
testify at yesterday’s hearing, could
not appear because he has a broken
leg, Hudson said.

Commissioner Pat Dohoney

said he recused himself from

Smedley’s hearing because of his
previous job as an assistant district
attorney.

Chan’man Bruce Davis, presi-
dent of Fort Worth National Bank,
said he is resigning from the com-
mission after more than two years
because he is too busy with the

ing of his new bank.

Sheriff David Williams, who
must appoint Davis’ replacement
and was at the meeting to testify,
sald heis “WOﬂung on 1t.”

Wﬂbamsm ak. :
1ing plans to sehki
athirdtermin
office, but his
two chief politi-
cal operativesin
previous cam-
paigns no longer
support him. 1B

/ Sunday, April 11, 1999

INSIDER

[}

* If Tarrant County commissioners wam to
push legislation allowing them to appoint a
Jail administrator, they’ll have to find
someone otherthanRep Kim Brimer, R-
Arlington, to sponsor it.

When his jail commissary bill was
brought up in the House Committee on
County Affairs, Brimer said he has no plans
to amend the bill to include appomlmg a jail
administrator.

Brimer also denies rumors thathe
referred to Tarrant County Sheriff David
Williams as a “worm” during his testimony
onthebill. -

Brimer’s staff said he was joking with the
committee chairman, Rep. Tom Ramsay,
D-Mount Vernon, about having to testify at
8am. Ramsay said: “Well, the early bird
gets the worm.”

- “Well, let’s get this worm kicked out of

* here,” Brimer responded.

The “worm” reference wastoﬂlebll],not
the sheriff, Brimer’s staff smd.

'Ibeshenfflsnttakmg any chances that

. 'the jail administrator plan could be revived.

- He’s circulating a form letter that he’s asking
 supporters to send to Sen. Chris Harris and
- Brimer, opposing the plan backed by county

“..commissioners.

IR b
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Officials’ meeting proposed

The county ju je and a commis-

sioner are asked to talk privately
with the sheriff.
BY-NEILSTRASSMAN
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Sheriff David Williams
is apparently trying to mend fences with the
Tarrant County Commissioners Court, but after
nearly two years of rancor and lawsuits, he’s
not having much luck.

Fort Worth attorney Shelby Sharpe, who
commissioners say is acting as an intermediary

‘for Williams, met with County Judge Tom Van-

dergriff and Commissioner J.D. Johnson to dis-
cuss the acrimony between the county’s top
elected officials. Sharpe says he is not formally
representing the sheriff. .

Vandergriff insists that he will only meet
with Williams in a public forum, and Johnson

said he declined to meet privately with the
sheriff.

“The sheriff has never wanted adverse rela-
tions with the commissioners. He is hoping
they can get back in communication and work
without conflict,” said Deputy Chief Larry

(More on SHERIFF on Page 7B)

Hester. Williams could not be
reached to comment.

. But Johnson, who talked
briefly with Williams this week
‘about the Fort Worth-Tarrant

‘County jail contract, said it is no “Sharpe and Collins, he said, did

“nothing to ch is mind.
‘Williams to resolve their differ- .n o Mg <t T Ao

F ences, and that is why he °

longer possible for him and

declined a private meeting with
‘Williams.

Sharpe said that he had asked
Assistant District Attorney Mar-
vin Collins to see if a meeting

i could be arranged between De

3 Williams and Johnson.
| Marvin and J.D. did decline” to
; meet, Sharpe said. The meeting
| was intended to be an opportuni-
‘ty “to discuss methods of com-
! munication to facilitate each oth-
..er’s public responsibilities so
things would flow smooth for
' &ch ” he said.

- Sharpe said that he is not rep-

rcsentmg Williams in any legal
: matter and that he is not acting in

. any “official capacity” on behalf

g the sheriff.

=+ Johnson said he had given
Williams many chances to repair:
the bad relations between the
Commissioners Court and the
Sheriff’s Department.

+ “I did make that request of

“There’s only oﬁ;way for hihl
to make up with me now, and
that is for him to resign. I will

*work with him until his term is

‘over,” Johnson said.
_Yesterday’s meeting with

Collins declined to comment
on the meeting.

' “I have more than one chent :

Here and I need to serve all of
them equally,” he said, referring
to the district attorney’s responsi-
bility to represent the Sheriff’s
partment and Commissioners
Court.

¢ Commissioners Marti Van-
Ravenswaay, Glen Whitley and
Dionne Bagsby said they had not
been approached by Sharpe or
a,nyone -else concerning a mzet-
ing with the sheriff.

* Vandergriff said Sharpe came
to his office unannounced.

i- “He said he’d been asked by
!he sheriff to counsel for him. To
Bpeak on his behalf. He wanted

to tell me who he was, that he’d :

gotten a call from the sheriff and
that he might be back in touch
with me,” Vandergriff said. “I
assured him the only place I can
meet with the sheriff is at a Com-
missioners Court meeting.”

Commissioners said they have
agreed to not have one-on-one
meetings with Williams and have
told the sheriff they want to talk
with him, but only at Commis-
sioners Court.

Sharpe said he has helped Tar-
rant County officials since the
1960s, including former Sheriff
Lon Evans. Yesterday, after
meeting with Johnson, he said he
was there “on my own behalf
and not for the sheriff.”

“There are many government
officials that I give a little help to
and never charge them,” he said.
“] am not trying to get involved
in Commissioners Court.”

In November, Williams sued
the commissioners over the 1999
budget and the commissary fund,
saying his department was
underfunded. The lawsuit was
dropped in February, but weeks
later the Sheriff’s Department
made public an allegation that
county employees illegally
diverted $100,000 from the com-
missary trust to' pay for a roof
over a jail recreation yard. Coun-
ty officials denied misusing the
fund and said the Sheriff’s
Department was aware of the
expenditures.




T T

Williams

—  cut Williams’ udget request and
o reduced his staff by 36 people to
force him to keep his employees
in their assigned jobs. Commis-

several years had manipulated

Jail staffing levels, using jailers
to serve warrants, do investiga-
tions and work in administration,
running up a huge overtime tab.

cles.

1997 but didn’t get them,
because the commissioners said
the county didn’t need such
expensive sport utility vehicles.
After rejecting the Tahoes, the

~ commissioners were incensed to
find five new Fords — which
together cost about $100,000 —
that had sat unused in the county
garage for nearly a year.

Neil Strassman, (817) 3907657

T

. sioners contend that Williams for

- Williams and the commission- '
ers have also battled over vehi- _

The sheriff requested 30
$30,000 Chevrolet Tahoes in

o

—

Tarrant County Sheriff David
Williams, meett)‘ob Hampton —
again.

Hampton, the former county
commissioner and a fierce critic of
Williams during his first term, was
appointed this month to the Sheriff’s
Civil Service Commission. The new
appointee said he was looking forward
to hearing job-related complaints from
employees in the Sheriff’s

nt.

“I think I can exercise fair
Jjudgment. The commission deals with
the people covered by civil service,
and not the sheriff himself,” Hampton
said.

‘He was nominated to the post by
Commissioner J.D, Johnson, once a
staunch defender of Williams but now
his toughest critic on the county
commission. Williams, for his part,
recently appointed Richard DeOtte,
an engineer and North Richland Hills
resident, to serve as the commission’s
chairman. *

#
¢
i
L]
L
i
L]
[

EDITO‘-R,IVALS,

' Sunday, April 18, 1999 / www.star—tciegram.com

Tmmwg %

- Go Pu

blic

TARRANT COUNTY Sheriff David Williams has burned his
bridges, perhaps permanently, with the Commissioners Court, the
five-member county governing body headed by County Judge Tom

Vandergriff.

Vandergriff and Commissioner J.D. Johnson say they don’t care
to hold one-on-one meetings with Williams, who supposedly
wants to mend fences with the commissioners after a prolonged

budget dispute. An understandably wary
meet with Williams in a public forum.

Vandergriff says he’ll only

We would urge that the sheriff address the commissioners in

public if he has a problem. Afrer all, he is a
$101,436 salary is paid by county taxpayers,

public official whose ‘
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Accident involving police
car is under investigation
- LAKE WORTH — Police and the Tar-
rant County Sheriff’s Department are
, ix:;estlgaltimg an acc‘iident Sunday involy-
a police car and another vehicl
o i e cle on
g cer Shane Layton was on his wa
 fo a call when his car went out of contro{
- and struck another vehicle, Lake Worth
-»i’olllxce Chief Ron Wadkins said.
; woman driving the other vehi
o e g 4 er vehicle

\ , ist Northwest
in Azle where she was treated and

released. Layton was not injured,
: ngkgns said Layton, who started
‘working in Lake Worth six months ago,

~could face disciplinary charges if he
found negligent. 5. B
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/

to cooperate with Tarrant
County and the city of Fort
_.-W°',ﬂ} on an efficiency study of
the jail, county commissioners
and city of  say. 1B

Jail study proposal spurs

By NEIL STRASSMAN

_ Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — Sheriff David
~Williams is declining to cooperate with |
Tarrant County and Fort Worth on an
- efficiency study of the jail, county com-
missioners and city officials said yester- |
day. .
The study, which is expected to
examine jail staffing requirements,
delays in the booking and release of

prisoners, and the daily cost of housing -

City and county officials say
Sheriff David Williams won’t
cooperate on the assessment.
! _— ¢
them, is needed to resolve stalled nego- .
tiations on a long-term contract to house ¢
city prisoners in the county jail, the offi-
cials said. .
Williams, though, is adamantly

opposed to the study. ,
- “The Tarrant County jail system is

L}

e i il ]

eﬂicientl;bperated and well-managed.

I do not intend to waste taxpayers’ dol-
lars on an unnecessary study,” he wrote
in an April 19 letter to commissioners.

Williams’ agreement is necessary for
the study because he controls who
enters the jail. :

“We’'ll needv:;;w oo’operatn;n,” Coun-

Judge Tom iff sai
i 'I“t?egcity and county had pinned their -
hopes on an analysis of jail costs that

the study would provide, officials
it =

“In making this response, the
sheriff has created a significant
county, and ultimately it could
Fort Worth Mayor Ken Barr said.
“This is not about saving money
by not doing a study.”

The city and county have not
agreed on per-prisoner costs in
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LEGISLATURE

HOIISE passes commlssary

contract bill

Measure would let counties check
how sheriffs are spending funds

~ BY NEIL STRASSMAN

, 2 S!n'-TelegumSufanhr

A bill that would require
Sheriff David Williams to pro-
vide county commissioners with
copies of all jail commissary
contracts was passed by the
Texas House yesterday on a

‘voice vote.

Under House Blll 2846, by
Rep. Kim Brimer, R-Arlington,
sheriffs statewide would have 10
days to turn over copies of any
commissary contracts to their
respective commissioners court.

The bill covers expenditures

from the commissary inmate
account, which in Tarrant Coun-
ty is funded by $2 the commis-
‘sary operator pays the county for
each jailed inmate, based on the
‘average monthly census. The
‘money in the account must be
‘used for the benefit of inmates
~ and typically is s used to purchase
such items as computers, type-
writers, basketballs, law books
and Bibles.

“We need this bill to give us
“authority to see how the Sher-
iff’s Department is spending the
money in the commissary fund,”
said Tarrant County Commis-

" sioner J.D. Johnson. “This puts
the contracts in the sunshine.”

-~ Counties can do annual audits
of the commissary and the

" inmate accounts, but they don’t
know whether the contract is
being changed, Brimer said..

- “It won’t do anything, except

give them a notice that some-
thing is happcnmg,” he said.

Executive Chief Deputy Hank
Pope said the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment plans to meet with county
officials to outline procedures
regarding the commissary.

“It’s pretty much the way
we’ve been doing it anyway. It’s
not some kind of clandestine
deal. It’s what we’ve always
done,” Pope said. '

Last month, Williams took
possession of the inmate
account, which as of March 19
had a balance of $354,676. The
account had become a source of
controversy. In November,
Williams sued the commission-
ers over the county budget and
the commissary funggL

dropped the lawsuit last month.
Weeks later, the Sheriff’s
Department made public an alle-
gation that county employees
illegally diverted $100,000 from
the commissary fund to pay for a
roof over a jail recreation yard.
County officials denied misusing
the fund and said the Sheriff’s
Department was aware of the
expenditures.
The commissioners also
sought a bill to strip Williams of
~ his authority over the jail and to
appoint a jail administrator, but
no such bill was introduced.
- Officials of Mid-States, which
runs the jail commissary in Tar-
rant County, could not be
reached to comment on the bill,
which now goes to the Senate.
Staff writer R.A. Dyer contnbuted
to this report. :




Sunday, April 25, 1999

: ]

Tarrant County Commissioner J.D.
Johnson and Sheriff David
Williams don’t agree on a lot of
things, including the managerial talems .
of former Chief Deputy Pat Howell. .

Howell, who was fired by Williams,
about two years ago, went to work on
Monday as a supervisor in Johnson s
maintenance shop.

Williams fired Howell after he was
- accused of threatening to cut the throat
of another ranking officer with piano
wire. Howell was running the special

ions division and was a member
of Williams’ command staff.

Johnson said Howell is qualified for
the $17-an-hour job because he knows
“a lot about computers and equipment.”
Howell once owned an auto parts store.
Ironically, Howell may oversee the
repair of some Shmiﬁ"-sDepartnmL £
equipment. i e

Y
SomeGOPacuvistssayma Gl
'Wﬂhmsnllhasntleamedwhose
phone calls need to be returned.
State Sen. Chris Harris, R-
knows that commissioners
want legislation passed that would take
the Tarrant County Jail away from
'Wl]hamsbynammgajml Tk
administrator.

ButwhenHmnscalledtomlkto
‘Williams about that proposal and other
legislation, one source said, the sheriff
“shothlmselfmthefoot”bynot
mﬂmngthesenatorscall

mweek'smmmmmmn
; *Ron HutcHesat! in Washington
and Max B. Baker in Fort Worth.
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EDITORIALS

Jail Audit

TARRANT COUNTY taxpayers apparently are supposed to
take Sheriff David Williams’ word for it that he operates an
efficient and well-managed jail.

Dismiss the complaints from Fort Worth Police Department
officers who contend that booking time at the county facility takes
too long, thus keeping them unnecessarily off the streets.

Forget that Fort Worth City Council members would like a
specific analysis of daily costs so they have a clear picture of where
they stand in negotiating with the county on a long-term contract
to house city prisoners.

Never mind that county commissioners think the county is
losing millions of dollars a year housing Fort Worth's prisoners but
can’t confirm it without an efficiency audit of the jail.

The sheriff says he’s doing a good job.

Fort Worth and Tarrant County, which have been operating
without a long-term contract for housing prisoners since October
1996, would like definitive answers on how much it costs to :
process a prisoner in and out of jail, and how much it costs on a
: daily basis to house an inmate.

. - Those numbers can’t be
One major problem determined without an analysis

stands in the way of of staffing levels and the

b sewag § workload of deputies assigned to
settling this ongoing % bt d il

dispute: The sheriff Since October 1997, the city
refuses to let outside and county have been operating
analysts into the jail to  under a “temporary” agreement
conduct the study. that calls for Fort Worth to pay

B $175,000 a month for jail

services. Once an audit was
completed, city officials agreed,
they would make good on any
undetpayments that the county might have experienced, going
back to that October 1997 date. If the city overpaid, the county
would rebate the difference.

County officials think they are losing upward of $3 million a
year under the present arrangement. Needless to say, Fort Worth
officials want audit results before signing off on any long-term deal.

One major problem stands in the way of settling this ongoing
d;spute The sheriff refuses to let outside analysts into the jail to
* conduct the study. Williams says that he runs a tight ship and that
a study would be a waste of time and money. ;

This, of course, was “said” in an April '%tter,to
commissioners. Williams still can’t seem d
- actually appear before the court.
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A county sheriff, according to state statute, is responsible for

running the jail. But even the best sheriff in Texas — and Tarrant
- County residents should be under no illusions that Wlﬂiams ranks

anywhere on a “Best of” list — should not operate in a vacuum, ,
without ehecks and balances Not when thei&ue is city @ and
county tax money. -

“It’s not their jail,” counters Wllhams )
Deputy Larry Hester. iz

But it is their money, Chief. Anda lot 0f money at that :

Williams is being shortsighted here. A successful audit could be
a powerful campaign mol, should he choose to run for refelectloﬁ
in 2000.

Perhaps that is Why he S SO adamant about not allcwmg one.
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