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Monday, October 29, 2001

Outlook

gloomy
for jail
contract

The standoff between Fort Worth
and Tarrant County has intensi-
fied as a deadline looms on a new con-

JAIL

tract. L

By GINGER D. RICHARDSON

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

FORT WORTH — With just weeks to go
before Fort Worth prisoners could be locked
out of the Tarrant County Jail, city and coun-
ty officials are millions of dollars — and
miles philosophically — apart in a dispute +

over a new jail contract.

| . Fort Worth leaders say they will not pay
~the $9 million a year the county is seeking to

Fort Worth and Tarrant
County have not had a long-
term jail contract since a 10-
year deal expired in October
1996.

That agreement was among
the terms of construction of a
city police headquarters —
with county jail facilities on the
upper floors — at 350 W. Belk-
nap St. The city paid $10.9 mil-
lion and the county $6 million
for the building.

At the crux of the dispute is
how much prisoners cost the
county.

According to the county’s
estimates, Fort Worth should
pay $150 for intake, $29 daily
for housing and $76 for release.

Fort Worth officials, howev-
er, say they would prefer to pay
a flat daily fee for each city

prisoner in the jail. They say .

the county is asking them to
subsidize the daily costs of the
jail’s operations.

* “Qur hope is to continue the
relationship the city has with
the county and the Sheriff’s
Department,” Police Chief
Ralph Mendoza said. “We're
willing to pay for our prison-
ers.

“My concern is that it seems
the intake and the release
process are extremely exces-
sive. It’s either taking too long
or costing too much.”

All told, Dallas will pay the
county about $6.4 million this
year to house approximately
55,000 prisoners at the Lew
Sterrett Criminal Justice Cen-
ter — nearly $3 million less
than Tarrant County is seeking
from Fort Worth.

Tarrant County officials,
however, say it is impossible to
compare costs with other city-
county contracts.

They say other cities, such
as Dallas, have their own facili-
ties in which to house those
charged with public intoxica-
tion and other low-level
crimes.

According to records, about
56 percent of the 53,559 prison-
ers booked into the Tarrant
County jail last year were from
Fort Worth and about two-
thirds were charged with Class
C misdemeanors. .

Those facing such misde-
meanors, which include
charges for outstanding war-
rants and public intoxication,
typically post bail quickly and
remain in jail no more than a
day. :
Such prisoners are often the
most costly to house, the coun-
ty says.

“You are not dealing with an
apples-to-apples comparison
here,” Sheriff Dee Anderson
said. “Dallas doesn’t bring any

house city prisoners. Tarrant County’s proposed iqtoxicated persons to their
And county officials — warning Fort fees appear much higher than jail, and that does make a dif-

|  Worth to pay its fair share — have refused those in Dal}as and Austin, ference. :
- the city’s offer to pay $2.27 million a year, a 2 where the city government “There are two s_ldes to
percent increase. : pays to house prisoners in a every story — including this

After five years of failed negotiations, the county lockup. : one.”
two sides will meet yet again Tuesday in an Under Austin’s contract Fort Worth, however, says

effort to structure a new contract by the with Travis County, the city there are inefficiencies in the
county-imposed deadline, Nov. 20. will pay $2.7 million over the county system.
But the city has already begun looking at DX fiscal year to book a maxi- The city says that it asked

other options for housing Fort Worth prison- mum of 48,500 prisoners into the county to split the cost of

ers, including opening its jail in the old +me county jail an outside performance review

‘ : - For each prisoner over that but that the county declined.
csgg)locks behind the Belknap Street police G ot i will nay a flat «It was point-blank refusal?
s ) . : ;  fee of $55, officials said. Citv ackson
“I am a big believer in finding waysto.® o ————

said. “As a result, we have no
benchmark, no evaluation of
the jail and its operations.”

work it out and not taking arbitrary posi- Dallas County, on the other =
tions,” Mayor Kenneth Barr said. “But it’s a hand, charges the city $76.95
rather inflexible stance they have thrown for booking a prisoner, $57.65

back at us.”

The county, too, is making other arrange-

ments.

“It is the county’s position
that we want a fair and equi-
table payment from the city,”
county administrator G.K.
Maenius said. “But if we can’t

- do that, if we can’t get to that, I
think it is going to be very dif-
ficult to continue the con-
tract.”

for release and $25.15 per day
for housing.

The fees are calculated
based on anticipated usage,
said Ryan Brown, Dallas Coun-
ty’s budget officer.

«We're blessed that the city
of Dallas and the county have
been able to have a good rela-
tionship on this,” Brown said.
«We've been able to make this
format work for five years.”

County officials say that
instead of the efficiency study,
they offered to perform a less
sweeping, activities-based cost
study of jail operations but that
the city nixed that.
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The broader review isn’t
needed, county officials said,
because the sheriff has made
progress in eliminating excess
costs from the jail system.
Since taking office, Anderson
has closed the county’s oldest
and most inefficient jail, at 300
W. Belknap St., and slashed
thousands of dollars in over-
time from the budget.

He also hired Bob Knowles,
formerly Dallas County’s jail
administrator, as his executive
chief deputy.

“I am confident that we
have increased the efficiency
since [Knowles’] arrival,”
Anderson said. “To further
delay the process with a
lengthy study was not some-
thing we were interested in.

“And there’s always a possi-
bility that wmeone will dis-
pute the

Such was the case in 1997,
after a study of Tarrant County
Jail costs by David M. Griffith
Associates of Dallas concluded
that the county’s costs had

WasedtoMforpmcessmg

a prisoner in and out of jail and

an average of about $40 a day
to house each inmate. Both the
city and the county paid for the
study, but Fort Worth’s audi-
mdidn‘tayeewiﬂ;theﬁnd-
mg.

Natdatbeyagreemththe
county’s cost estimates today.

In an Oct. 5 letter to the'

ceunt‘y Jackson offered to
mnrense the city’s payments
risoners by 2 percent,

fmm about $2.23 million to

$2.27 million, about the same

p@éenfagemcmaseasﬂ:epre—

vious year.
'I‘hedtyalsapmmda%

hmur-a-day ‘magistrate to
process Fort Worth prisoners {

'themtmbermjaﬂ.

‘The county’s response was
an ultimatum that the city
agree to a new contract by
; 0-—-—- or fmd anothera

] think we are’providing a
good service for the city, but if
theydon’t want to use that ser-

have to,” Anderson said. “It’s
really pretty simple — we are
either going to hammer out the
contract, or we are going to
part ways.”
Staff writer Neil Strassman contributed
to this report.

vice, then clearly they don’t -

‘am.com

Ginger D. Richardson, (817) 390-7616
grichardson@star-telegr

Tuesday, October 30, 2001

CORRECTIONS AND
C%ARIFICATIONS

sai;the pmposal Fort
ir to =
Warﬁxforanewiailcoﬂtmct :
probably cost the city
$45§mlhonto$5.7mﬂhona :
year.l‘AnamcleMendayabout

the ntract cited a higher

provided by Fort
rﬂ:oﬁimals.'l‘hemtyoﬁi—
who are in negotiations
with the county, have offered

top _ $2.27mﬂlio§;;gy@f-.
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City ups offer for jail service

By GINGER D. RICHARDSON
and NEIL STRASSMAN
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITERS

FORT WORTH — In a last-
ditch effort to forge a new jail
contract, Fort Worth officials
Tuesday gave Tarrant County
what they termed a take-it-or-
leave-it offer to pay up to $3.6
million for housing city prison-
ers in the county jail.

JAIL

Continued from 1B

Fort Worth and Tar-
rant County officials
are trying to reach a com-
promise on a contract.

JAIL

The city’s latest offer —
which backs off previous oppo-
sition to a per-prisoner cost —
is about 20 percent less than the
$4.4 million the county says it

_ needs to cover expenses.

City officials said they are
prepared to open a city jail if
the county rejects the plan. .

“That’s our final offer,” City
Manager Gary Jackson said.
“We hope it will not be reject-
ed. We are optimistic it will not
be rejected. We think it’s in the
best interest of the county and
the city to continue a coopera-

Mare on TATI. an 4B

“We're close to reaching an agreement or Fort Worth

isgoing to opena city jail.”

! — Sheriff Dee Anderson

tive arrangement.”
¥ County Commissioners are
expected to consider the city’s
offer Tuesday.
_ “We're close to reaching an
agreement or Fort Worth is
going to open a city jail,” Tarrant
County Sheriff Dee Anderson
said. “The bottom line is dollars
— what is the cost to book, feed,
house and release a prisoner.”
City and county officials met
for more than 90 minutes Tues-

day in an effort to resolve the
Under its latest offer, the city
would pay a per-prisoner cost
for booking, housing and release
of inmates that is lower than the
rates proposed by the county.
The city offer would generate
up to $3.6 million for the county,
and is a 57 percent increase over
Fort Worth’s previous offer of
about $2.3 million, Jackson said.
The city has been under the

“We are developing contingency plans. But we
hope we don't have to put themin place”

— City Manager Gary Jackson

prisoners. '
Mansfield officials said they
would welcome the opportunity.
The city’s for-profit jail, built in
1990tomaxinmm—security'stap-
dards, has had difficulty filling its
240 beds since several contracts

declined to comment Tuesday on
how much a city jail would cost to

“We are developing contin-
gency plans,” Jackson said. “But
we hope we don’t have to put
them in place”

County Commissioner J.D.

who attended the negoti-
ations, said hg,e too, ho;:; 123
agreement can be reached
| open the possibility of two sepa-
it -

L i R
arrangement, maybe that iswhat it
will be” Johnson said. “All we are

trying to do is collect what it costs
all the taxpayers of this county to
house Fort Worth prisoners.”

According to 2000 jail records,
about 56 percent of the 53,55 prison-
ers booked into the county jail were
from Fort Worth. Many were
charged with Class C misde-
meanors, the lowest level of crime,
which includes those arrested for

S Gk icaion sl §
warrants.

County officials have said they
are losing up to $3 million a year by
housing Fort Worth prisoners. In
his letter to Barr, Vandergriff said
the city should pay per-prisoner
fees of $150 for booking, $29 a day
for housing and $76 for release.

In the latest offer, city officials
said they believe the county can
operate efficiently at about 82
percent of its proposed rate
structure. That would mean the
city would pay $122.70 for book-

gun to negotiate a new jail con-
tract since Oct. 15, when County
Judge Tom Vandergriff sent a
letter to Mayor Kenneth Barr
telling him that the county
would stop housing city prison-
ers after Dec. 3l if the city failed
to negotiate a new agreement by
Nov.20.

The city has been pursuing
other options, including opening
its own jail or contracting with
Mansfield to house Fort Worth’s

ing, $23.72 for housing and $62.17
for release per prisoner, Jackson
said. ;

The county has offered to

assume the costs of housing Fort
Worth's prisoners who are facing
Class A and B misdemeanors
until the district attorney accepts
charges against them. Once the
district attorney files charges, the
prisoners become the county’s
responsibility.

"The city, mearwhile, has begun

providingamagistratetospeed
processing of those arrested to
reduce the number of Fort

son said.

City Councilman Jim Lane,

who has been part of Fort
Worth’s negotiating team, said
Tuesday he believes the offer is
a good compromise.

Correspondent Robert Cadwallader
contributea to this report.

Ginger D. Richardson, (817) 390-7616
grichardson@star-telegram.com

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
strass@star-telegram.com




Sunday, November 4, 2001

TARRANT COUNTY

Ex-jail commander
dies at local hospital

Former Tarrant County Jail

der Savala Swanson
— once the highest-ranking
black employee in the Sher-
I’s Departm

more than 20 years at
the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Department.

Savala Swanson

Fonfwomu SavaIaS\van- i
son,lll, 52, a former Tarrant County
chief deputy sheriff for 22 years, died

'Saturday, Nov 3, 2001 at a local
hospital.

Funeral: 11 a.m Wedmsday at
Bridgewood Church of Christ, 6516
Brentwood Stair at East Loop 820.
Burial: Moore Molimoﬂaf Garden.

Visitation:  Tuesday 9 a.m. to 5:30 .

p.m. aﬂheluneralhome Flmbjw
sent, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Church of

Chﬂst at 6251 Wichita St. in Forest

He ‘was bom in Palestine, Texas
and graduated from South Parks
High School in Buffalo, N.Y., and

was an ordained Elder at Church of
ChnsthorestHill Hawasalaoma)

first black Chief

Survivors: Wife, of 32 years,

Cecilia Thompson; sons, Ernest
Swanson, Savala Swanson [V, Ben-

jamin Swanson; dnug“hhrs Mia

Swanson, Malissa Swanson; par-
ents, Savalaa Swanson Jr.(Willie),
Camell Hall; brothers, Robert Amold,
Wayne Black, Savala Swanson Jr.;

* sisters, Marilyn Brookins, Lm&a
. Caldwell, Mae Carol Beck, ‘Sandra

Ciulio, Kathy Bass; six

~ and a host of other relatives and
Gregory W. Spencer Funeral Directors

\

4000 Miller Ave., (817) 531-8666 l

Former Tarrant County Jail commander dles

By BILL TEETER

. STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

Former Tarrant County Jail
Commander Savala Swanson —
once the highest-ranking black
employee in the Sheriff’s
Department: — died early Sat-
urday, apparently of natural
causes, officials said.

Swanson was pronounced
dead at 12:25 am. at Arlington

Memorial Hospital, according .

to records from the Tarrant
County Medlcal Examiner’s
Office.

No additional information

was available Saturday evening.
Swanson, 52, had worked
more than 20 years at the Tar-
rant County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment in a variety of positions.
He started his career with
the department as a detention
officer and was promoted by

then-Sheriff David Williams to

chief deputy of confinement,

managing a $34 million budget
and overseeing a staff of more
than 700 workers.

Swanson was fired from the
department in September along
with another high-ranking jail

administrator, James Moore,
after the men declined demo-
tions from Sheriff Dee Ander-
son. :

Anderson said Saturday that
Swanson had a long, stellar
career with the Sherlff 4
Department.

“He served the county for
many years with distinction
and was well-liked by people in
the department,” Anderson

Swanson was active at the
Forest Hill Church of Christ,
where he taught Bible study

and Sunday school classes and-

had been a member of the out-

Swanson often spoke to stu-
dents at school career’days,
telling them that jail is not a
place they want to be. To make
his point, he would pull out
handcuffs and leg irons.

A father of five, he told the
Star-Telegram last year of his

devotion to children.

“I love children,” Swanson

said. “I think it’s important for

them to see a positive image of

apersonmlawenfomement." -
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City, county closer to neW ]a,ll contract

ByNBII.STRASSMAN

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
FORT WORTH — In anoth-
er round of negotiations on a
new jail contract, Tarrant Coun-
ty commissioners Tuesday made

| a counteroffer to Fort Worth that
| splits the difference over the

cost of housing city prisoners in
the county jail.

The latest offer from the
county leaves the two sides a
few dollars apart on per-prison-

er costs for the booking, housing

| and release of inmates.

“We can 1mprove on how
we’re managing the jail,” said

| Commissioner Glen Whitley.
: "'Ihlsng&sFortWorthannnen- '
tive to manage the number of

prisoners it brings to the jail,”

County Administrator G.K.

Maenius forwarded the proposal
to City Manager Gary Jackson

| on Tuesday afternoon. The City

| JAIL

After fiv,e years of
negotiations, Fort
Worth and Tarrant County
appear to be near an
agreement on the cost of
housing city prisoners in
the county jail.

Oomx:ilwasexpecﬁedtodxscuss

the issue late Tuesday, and city

officials hoped to respond to the
offer by the end of the week.

“It’s positive that they made a
counteroffer. We are getting
closer on the cost of service

terms,” Jackson said. “But there
are a number of outstanding
toring into our evaluation.”

The county has said it will
stop housing city prisoners
after Dec. 31 if an agreement is
not reached by Nov. 20. Fort
Worth officials say they are pre-

pared to open a city jail if nego-

tlanons fail.

Last week, Fort Worth gave
the county what it termed a
“final offer” to pay about 20 per-
cent less than the $4.4 million
the county says it needs to cover
jail expenses.

In tbe latest offer, county offi-
cials dropped their fee for pro-
cessing an inmate into jail from
$150 to $135 in response to Fort
Worth’s offer to pay $122. The

county its inmate hous-
ing cost from $29 to $26, halfway
‘to Fort Worth’s $23. The county
lowered its proposed cost for
releasing prisoners from $76 to
$69, compared with Fort Worth’s
offer of $62.

“That’s what it’s going to cost
per prisoner,” said County Com-

“missioner J.D. Johnson. “There
isn’t any upper limit or lower
limit on what the city pays.”

County officials have said

¥

theya:elosingupmﬁmilhona !
year by housing Fort Worth
inmates. City officials have said
they believe the county can .

operate the jail more efficiently

‘and contend that they are being

asked to subsidize jail opera-
tions.

According to 2000 jail
records, about 56 percent of the-
53,559 prisoners booked into the
county jail were from Fort
Worth. Many were charged with
Class C misdemeanors, the low-
estlevel of crime.

‘The county has oﬁ"ered to
assume the cost of housing Fort
Worth’s prisoners who are fac-
ing Class A and B misdemeanors
— as it does for other cities —

‘until the district attorney

accepts charges against them.
Once the district attorney files
charges, the prisoners become
thecmmty‘smponsibihty.
Staff writer Ginger D. Richardson

- contributed to this report. =



A Sewice Hononing

The Libe Op

Savale Swasow,lll

1949

The Service Held
Wednesday, the Seventh day of November
In the Year Two thousand one

One hour before high noon

Bridgewsod Chunch of Cloist \
6516 Brentwood Stair Road : :
Fort Worth, Texas 76112 ‘

Brother Emanuel White, Minister

Officiating

2001

Ctomae




The Order of Service

Brother Lee Fisher, Presiding
Brother Henry Johnson, Song Leader

The Funeral Cortege Enters

An Uplifting Song........ccooorrurennunns Brother Henry Johnson

The Intercessory Prayer............ Brother Richard Stevens
The Scriptural Readings

Old Testament ..., Brother Roscoe Rhodes

New Testament ... Brother Billy Young

ASongotPesce.. i Brother Henry Johnson

The Resolutions.................. Forest Hill Church of Christ

Lake Como Church of God In Christ

Please Pass Others In

Remarks.......ccccocoe.. County Commissioner Dione Bagsby

Officer Robert McGinty

A Tribute From The Family .............. Elder [immy Smith,

Pastor, Lake Como Church of God In Christ

AP i i Chad Evans

A Song of Comfort......ccccounuuurrurnnnns Brother Henry Johnson

Thelbulogy o vcniiiac Brother Fmanuel White

The Recession of the Funeral Cortege

The Christian Committal and Burial........cccccccoceunvcivuvnecinnnns

Moore WMemonial Gardens
Arlington, Texas

The Benedictory Prayer




The good he
did will live

S 1 of Savala Swanson
\ 1?. lmm’for those wl:g!'\_ew
him, despite his dismissal from the Tar-
* rant County SHErlffs Depaiiment. -

"?ﬁashame‘ that his former
boss, Tarrant County Sheriff

SANDERS

one calm voice — one sane

spirit — that could be counted
on. That was Savala Swanson,
Continued from 1B who continued to work hard
in his job regardless of the
When he became chief adversities surrounding the
deputy, Swanson was the high- department and its sheriffs.
est ranking African-American Swanson was also devoted
in the department. to his community and to his
It is said that he died of a church.
heart attack Saturday. He was an ordained elder at
. I would suggest that he Forest Hill Church of Christ,
died of a broken heart. where he taught Bible study
tha;{ou see, Swtggsfél dil;eg' less  and Sunday school classes, :
two mon; €r being The Palestine native was a
humiliated by a sher}ﬁ‘ who role model who loved talking
wanted to demotj: him and to schoolchildren, encouraging
who then fired him when he them to stay out of trouble so
refused to accept the insult. they could stay out of the
Another top commander in place he managed.

the department, James Moore,
was also fired.

“It just wasn’t working out
with those two people” was
the reason given at the time.

“It wasn’t any single thing,”
Anderson said at the time. “Tt
was a long-term evaluation.
They’re exempt employees,
and they serve at the pleasure
of the sheriff”

Indeed, politicians often
come into office and then sur-
round themselves with their
good old buddies, whom they
know and trust and sometimes
owe a favor.

As the newly elected sher-
iff, Anderson certainly has the
right to reshuffle, demote and
fire top commanders. But
what he did to Swanson was a
tragedy.

You don’t just throw away a
man of Swanson’s experience,
character and devotion.

For 16 years before Ander-
son’s election last year, the
Tarrant County Sheriff’s

Department suffered miser-
ably under two incompetent
officials.

During those bungled, mis-
guided times, there was always

“Ilove children,” he told the
Star-Telegram last year. “I
think it’s important for them
to see a positive image of per-
son in law enforcement,”

He was also a committed
family man with a wife of 32
years, Cecilia, and five chil-
dren. : i

Ernest, Savala IV, Benjamin,
Mia and Malissa, don’t worry.
There were many people in
this community who knew
your father well and had the
utmost respect for him. I am
one of them. :

They knew him to be a
God-fearing man who did
remarkable things under
extraordinary circumstances,
often with little or no thanks.

They, as you, knew him to

a hero.

Knowing his commitment
to his faith, I'm convinced that
Swanson was able to forgive
those who had done him
wrong.

I'm not sure I can. At least -
not anytime soon.

Bob Ray Sanders’ column
Wednesdays and Fridays.

(817) 390-7775
.1p bobray@star-telegram.com
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FORT WORTH

Sheriff’s administrator
faces weapons charge

Gun instructor could lose permit

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
~ FORT WORTH — Terry
Grisham, the Tarrant County
‘Sheriff’s Department execu-
tive administrator who runs a
private handgun-training ser-
vice, faces a _
misdemeanor
charge of
recklessly dis-
charging a
firearm in
Dallas A

is a Class A
misdemeanor
punishable by a fine of up to
$4,000 and one year in jail,
said Mike Carnes, Dallas
County first assistant district
attorney.

Grisham, who continues to
work in the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment while the department
conducts an internal investiga-
tion, has declined to discuss
the incident. He referred all
questlons to his attorney, John
Weddle.

“We’ré collectmg affidavits
from people who were there,”
said Weddle, who is scheduled
to meet Dallas prosecu-
tors on Dec. S.‘“We will see if
they will dismiss it, and if not,
we will set it for trial. Every-
body is asﬂumng Terry did
somethmg wrong. We're

entering a plea of not guilty.”

GRISHAM

Tarrant C gxunty MDCC{
hxs oﬂ'ice has

| Anderson s

i
¥

The executive

administrator for
the Tarrant County Sheriff's
Department faces a charge
of recklessly firing a gun
after an incident in Dallas a
month ago.

not completed its investigation
of the Oct. 5 incident.

“It’s in the pipeline, and I
don’t know when it will be fin-
ished,” Anderson said. “The
criminal aspect is another
piece of the investigation, but
the internal investigation is
separate.”

Grisham, 46, a 14-year coun-
ty employee, was arrested by
Dallas police investigating a
complaint of gunshots near
Lovers Lane and Inwood Road.
The police report said he had
been shooting a gun in the
parking lot of a business and
willingly surrendered to the
arresting officers. The report
said that he was sober and that
no one was injured.

He was released from jail
after posting $500 bail. He
took a week’s vacation and
then returned to work in the
Sheriff’s Department.

Grisham is not a licensed
law enforcement officer, but
he has a state-issued con-
cealed-weapons permit and
instructs others who want per-
mits, Texas Department of
Public Safety records show.

Since 1995, he has operated

~ a business called Good Guys

Right to Carry Training. The
Fort Worth-based school
teaches handgun safety, use
and laws. It has held classes in
restaurants, hotels and country
clubs.

Under Texas law, when
someone with a concealed-
handgun license is arrested for
disorderly conduct, domestic
violence, a Class B misde-
meanor or a more serious
charge — and after a district
attorney accepts the case —
the state moves to suspend the
license, said Tom Vinger, a
DPS spokesman.

Someone with a concealed-
weapons permit or an instruc-
tor’s license has 30 days to
request a hearing after being
notified of the suspension,
Vinger said. Licenses are
revoked on conviction, he said.

Grisham was an assistant to
former County Judge Roy Eng-
lish. He continued in that post
under County Judge Tom Van-
dergriff. Grisham began to
work for the sheriff when
Anderson took office in Janu-
ary. He earns a county salary
of $86,868, plus a car
allowance.

Anderson, who has known
Grisham since the two played
football together at Eastern
Hills High School, has said he
knew of no other similar inci-
dents in Grisham’s back-
ground. i

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
strass@star-telegram.com

s



LETTERS, FAXES AND E-MAILS TO THE EDITOR

A man among men

: Iwouldhketoaddmyvmoetd
that of Bob Ray Sanders in his Fri-
“day accolade to one of our fallen
community leaders, Chief Deputy"
Savala Swanson. :

- Tothoseofuswhohadtheyﬂv-‘
ilege of working with him in law
enforcement at a time when the
Tarrant County Sheriff’s Depart-

- ment was being constantly
" ridiculed for inept leadershlp, it
was Swanson who instilled in each
of us the fortitude, compassxon and
patience to continue in our seem-

_ingly thankless duties. :

As I sat in the church among
hundreds who had assembled to
pay final tribute to this man among
men, I could not help but reflect on
the shameful treatment he received |
attheendofacareerdedxcatedto

~ serving the public — especially the
less fortunate But, knowing this

- Christian man beyond a boss-

~ employee relationship, I felt confi-

* dent that his rising spirit would
surely echo, “Forgive them, for they
‘know not what they do.”

~ Thanks, Bob Ray. Icouldn’ﬁhm 4

- smd it any better.
j Hoyd F Chrk. retiree,
~ Tarrant County Sherm"s Depaftment -

, - Fort anth‘




By NEIL STRASSMAN
STARTELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

FORT WORTH — In a move
to improve service and response
time, the Sheriff’s Department is
moving about half its patrol
division to a new substation in
south Tarrant County.

About 25 deputies will work
out of the Pct. 1 maintenance
facility, Executive Chief Deputy
Mike Johnston said after county
commissioners approved funds
Tuesday to remodel an older
county building,

- Previously, all the sheriff’s
patrol cars were stationed at the
Green Bay jail, near the north-

ern intersection of Interstate

35W and Loop 820. Deputies

wasted too much time traveling
to Green Bay from the south
part of the county when the
shift changed, Johnston said.

“We were losing patrol
hours. This is a more effective
way to patrol the entire county;”
he said.

The maintenance facility is at
800 E. Rendon-Crowley Road in
Burleson, about one mile east o
I-35W. ! ‘

The roughly 4,000-square-
foot building, which is not now
in use, will have offices and a
briefing room after it is remod-
eled at a cost of about $80,000.

About $51,000 of the con-
struction money was approved

‘Tuesday by the Commissioners

Court,

iciency

An additional $10,000 must
be spent on electrical work,
$13,000 on air conditioning and
$6,000 on flooring, said Gary
Kirby, county facilities director.
The Sheriff’s Department has
not asked the county to pur-
chase any new furniture, and
additional telephone costs have
not been factored into the total
cost of the project, he said. A

“This is a better use of coun-
ty resources and means better
coverage and access for Tarrant
County citizens,” Commissioner
Dionne Bagsby said. - »

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
strass@star-telegram.com




County,
city jail
contract
‘dissolved

The Fort Worth City Council

decides to pay the city of Mans-
field for jail service, ending a long relation-
ship with Tarrant County.

By GINGER D. RICHARDSON
. STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
FORT WORTH — A longstanding arrange-
ment with Tarrant County for jail services
- ended Tuesday night when the City Council
authorized the city manager to sign a contract
with the city of Mansfield. :
The five-year deal will cost about $16 mil- |
lion and will take effect Dec. 1. +
“This represents a new partnership, a new
opportunity,” City Manager Gary Jackson said.
“It is the best and most economical option for
the city of Fort Worth.”
-Fort Worth has sent its prisoners to the Tar-
“County Jail since 1985. City officials and |

readjust our staffing.”

County Commissioner J.D,
Johnson expressed similar sen-
timents: “In my opinion, the
sheriff will be able to cut his
budget.”

Fewer guards will be
required, and there will be
fewer fights and disturbances
in the booking area because
most of the drunk and disor-
derly inmates were fresh
arrests that Fort Worth police
brought to the jail for process-
ing, Johnson said.

Mansfield officials say they
are eager to do business with
Fort Worth, in part because
they have had difficulty filling
240 beds at their jail, the
Mansfield Law Enforcement
Center. The for-profit jail was
built in 1990 to maximum
security standards, officials
- gakd :

About 140 beds, plus hold-

| ing facilities, will be available

for Fort Worth’s use, Mansfield:
officials said. :

“We appreciate the oppor-
tunity to work with the city of
Fort Worth and provide this
service for them,” Assistant
City Manager Chris Burkett
said. “We look forward to a
long-term relationship.”

Under the contract, Mans-
field will charge Fort Worth a
flat fee for jail services rather
than use a per-person scale as
Tarrant County had sought,
Fort Worth has agreed to pay
about $250,000 a month for the
next 10 months.

When the fiscal year begins
in October 2002, Fort Worth
will then pay Mansfield a flat

ity commissioners have met numerous
./ times in recent weeks to draw up a new con~

tract, but-neither party would yield to the offr

er’s demands. -

- On Tuesday, county officials said that Fort-
Worth'’s decision will save them money and
that no one will be laid off. As of Nov. 13, the
Sheriff’s Department had 85 employee vacart-.
cies, 59 of them in the jail, according to county '
records.

“If they have made that decision, we wish
them the best. We certainly will be able to save
money,” Sheriff Dee Anderson said. “Once this
is finalized, after the first of the year we will

: ‘ More on JAILS on 6B

»
N

fee of $3 million. The fee will
increase by 3.5 percent every
‘year through 2006, making the -
contract’s value worth about
$16 million over five years,
officials said. '

.The county’s per-prisoner
pricing would cost the city
more than $3.9 million a year,
and about $21.2 million over
five years, with the same 3.5
percent annual increase, city
officials have said.

The contract includes the
cost of ferrying Fort Worth
prisoners to and from a trans-
fer facility, which will probably
be at the Thomas R. Windham
Building, the city’s police

‘headquarters at 350 W. Belk-

nap St.

Caw-t ™"

ucaaia Pruitt, Fort Worth’s
deputy city attorney, said
Tuesday that Mansfield deten-
tion officers will staff the
transfer facility, where prison-
ers will undergo- a basic regis-
tration process. But formal
book-in, including fingerprint-
ing, body searching and pho-
tographing, will be done in
Mansfield.

“We aren’t going to send
our people off in a bus without
knowing who they are or how
many of them there are,” Pruitt
said. “But the formal process-
ing will take place in Mans-
field.”

According to 2000 jail
records, about 56 percent of
53,559 prisoners booked into
the Tarrant County Jail were
from Fort Worth. Many were
charged with Class C misde-
meanors, the lowest level of
crime, which includes pul?lic
intoxication and outstanding
warrants. ;

County officials have said
they lose up to $3 million a
year booking and housing
those Fort Worth prisoners,
who are often quickly
released.

People arrested by Fort
Worth police and taken to the
Mansfield jail may end up in

“Thisisthemost
cost-beneficial method
to deliver detention
services.”

: — Gary Jackson,
Fort Worth city manager

the county jail eventually if the
Tarrant County district attor-
ney accepts the police com-
plaint against them and files
formal charges or gets an
indictment. But until that
point in the legal process, pris-
oners are the responsibility of
the city in which the arrest
was made. ~
Appearances before a mag-
istrate, which can be done in
person or by video conference
with a judge, will take place at
both the police administration
building and at the Mansfield




Mansfield officials say
jail deal ofters stability

By ROBERT CADWALLADER
! SPECIAL TO THE STAR-TELEGRAM

MANSFIELD — It’s no
Joint Strike Fighter contract
and didn’t generate cheering
throngs for media cameras,
Lockheed Martin-style.

But Mansfield officials
breathed a sigh of relief
Wednesday over the city’s
five-year, $16 million jail deal
with Fort Worth, which will go
a long way toward easing con-
cerns about where the city
jail’s next prisoner is coming
from.

The Fort Worth City Coun-
cil voted Tuesday night to end
its 16-year arrangement with
the Tarrant County Jail and
use the Mansfield Law
Enforcement Center to
process and detain the esti-
mated 30,000 people arrested
by Fort Worth police each
year.

The deal will use only
about half of the Mansfield
jail’s 240 beds. But the for-
profit facility, which has strug-
gled the past three years to fill
its space, will now have a level
of stability that will ease wor-
ries about the city budget and
the city’s bond rating, officials
said.

“I don’t see this as a big

TR A five-year deal to

house Fort Worth
inmates in the Mansfield jail
should eliminate at least
one budgeting headache for
Mansfield.

money-maker for the city,”
Mayor David Harry said. “But
it’s a good contract because it
enables us to plan and make
long-term projections with
some level of certainty.”

The $10 million Law
Enforcement Center was built
in 1990 with the purpose of
generating revenue through
housing inmates from other
agencies.

It was paying extra on its

debt and turning away busi-
ness until 1998, when the Okla-
homa prison system pulled all
of its 240 inmates out of Mans-
field.
. The move came in the
midst of increasing competi-
tion from expansion in the
Texas state prison system and
the private prison industry and
during a period of declining
crime rate. The Mansfield jail
has been only partially full
since.

On Wednesday, the fluctu-
ating prisoner count was 50,
although another 50 prisoners

are expected from the U.S.
Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service later this week.

During the 2001-02 budget-
making process last summer,
the City Council had to bail
out the jail with a $300,000
transfer from the general city
budget. A year earlier, the sub-
sidy was $800,000. Both times,
the city offset much of that
cost with a freeze on filling
new positions and on capital
equipment purchases, said city
budget officer Gary Cardinale,
a former operations manager
of the jail.

Officials believe those

" efforts also have kept jail

finances from hurting the
city’s bond ratings, which
improved last year and were
maintained in the most recent
visit with bond ratings agen-
cies last month.

The jail’s current budget is
$3.3 million, and now officials
aren’t worried about meeting
those expenses, which include
a $513,000 debt payment.

“We’ll do fine,” Assistant
City Manager Chris Burkett
said. “On the other hand, we’ll
continue looking for revenue
streams for the vacant beds to
improve on what we already
have.”,

County Judge Tom Vander-
griff said Fort Worth and
Mansfield appear to be a good
match and that it also benefits
Tarrant County, which he said
was losing money housing
Fort Worth inmates.

“It had been a drain on us
from a revenue standpoint
these past few years,” he said.
“Our situation is not hurt at all
by the decision.”

The Fort Worth deal, which
takes effect Dec. 1, will require
some adjustments, Mansfield
Police Chief Steve Noonkester
said.

His department will staff a
holding facility, probably at the
county jail in downtown Fort
Worth, where police officers
can drop off prisoners for
booking and get back on
patrol in less time, Noonkester
said.

STAR-TELEGRAM/RICK MOON
Mansfield Police Chief Steve Noonkester says the Mansfield jail,
which has 240 beds, is ready for use immediately. The jail held 50
federal inmates Wednesday.

Noonkester said he has 50
employees now, enough to
handle 200 inmates, but he
said a few more may need to
be hired. He said the jail is
ready for use immediately and
that ‘the only preparation
under way Wednesday was
putting most of the federal
inmates in the west end of the
jail.
Mansfield officers will run
continual shuttles to deposit
inmates at the Mansfield jail,
where the inmates will have
short-term stays, often only a
few hours.

“Most of the time, all they’ll
be doing is breathing our air,”
Noonkester said. “We’re not
feeding them; we're not cloth-
ing them. All we have is our
booking costs. And we’ll be
going back and forth all the
time.”
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five-year, $16 million contract ™
_to provide space at the Mans-~ "
field Law Enforcement Centerv
for people arrested by Fort .
Worth police. ~ ~ s«
The jail deal, approved two -
‘weeks ago by the Fort Worth- "
City Council, allows Fort
Worth to end negotiations for
continued use of the Tarrant
be cheaper for Fort Worth and
will provide a measure of
financial security for the for--
profit Mansfield jail, which -
has struggled in recent years
to raise enough revenue to -
cover its expenses. e
“That should stabilize the .-
facility ... and keep it maybe on
- abreak-even basis,” Council-
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Sheriff’s office heading
effort on dumping

', s+ By NEIL STRASSMAN
. STARTELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
FORT WORTH — With
Fort Worth no longer part of a
countywide program to curb
illegal dumpmg, Tarrant Coun-
ty commissioners decided
Tuesday that
the Sheriff’s
Department
should oversee
efforts to cor-
ral dumpers.
Sheriff Dee
Anderson and
Fort Worth
: environmental
officials said they expect less
illegal dumping as the county
and the city develop their pro-
grams to catch people who
d.ltch garbage, constructlon

Fort
Worth and

“Tarrant County are each
going to run their own pro-
grams to fight illegal dump-
inq.

; materials or hamrdOus waste.
 “Our intention is to concen-
trate on problem areas we
know exist in the county’s unin-
corporated areas,” Anderson
said. The county will have a
separate Sheriff’s Department
unit with three deputies, a
sergeant and a weights-and-
measures inspector, he said.
‘The $156,813 city-county
Refuse Enforcement Program
has been operated from Con-
stable Jack Allen’s office in the
Northwest subcourthouse for

the past five years. This fall, the
city stopped covering the
$104,403 cost of two investiga-
tors. _

Fort Worth decided to end
its participation in the program
as part of extensive changes to
the city’s trash-collection sys-
tem, said Brian Boerner, direc-
tor of Fort Worth’s environ-
mental programs. The city’s
solid waste consultant has rec-
ommended a broader plan to
curb illegal dumping, he said.

“It’s not like the whole pro-
gram went away,” Boerner said.
Three code-compliance offi-
cers who worked with the
countywide program and are

responsible for solid waste dis-

posal violations will still inves-
tigate illegal dumping, he said.

Enforcement will be handled
by marshals and police, he said.
The city is also considering
conducting more through edu-
cation and opening four or five
disposal centers to take tires,
construction debris and recy-
clables, he said.

State Rep. Lon Burnam, D-

Fort Worth, a longtime sup-
porter of environmental issues,
praised the idea of collection
centers to take things that oth-
erwise might be dumped.

“There need to be more
places to legally dispose of
these materials, but we can’t
abandon enforcement or the
problem will only get worse,”
Burnam said.

Last month, Tarrant County
Constable Sergio DeLeon

wrote Fort Worth Mayor Ken-
neth Barr, offering to take over
the program because he was
concerned about a serious ille-
gal dumping problem along the
north side and the Hemphill
corridor in his precinct. He
campaigned on a promise to
clean up the neighborhoods he
represents.

“There’s enough 1llegal

'dumping to go around. I will do

whatever I can to assist the
sheriff,” DeLeon said.

Allen, who has supervised
the county’s program since 1992
and the joint city-county effort
since 1996, said he was sorry to
see his precinct lose responsi-
bility for the illegal dumping
program.

A county report companng ;

~ program activity for the past -
two years shows that arrests for

illegal dumping increased from
178 to 311 last year. The amount
of fines rose from about $52,536
to $115,290 over that time, and
the amount of illegally dumped |
trash collected dropped from | |
146 tons to 36 tons.

“I would hope the shenff |
can make the program bigger |
and better,” Allen _said. |
“Response time was always a |
drag because we were located | :
in one corner of the county.” j

Commissioner Glen Whitley |
said it makes more sense for |
the program to be run out of | !
the Sheriff’s Department than |
one constable’s office. :

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
strassastmwoqmnm ;
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County opts to lease jail
space in Belknap building

1 By NEIL STRASSMAN

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

FORT WORTH — Tarrant

County raised Fort Worth five
$1 bills in the game of jail pok-
er the city and county are
playing.

«In the last hand dealt, coun-
ty. commissioners voted Tues-
day to exercise a contract
option with Fort Worth to
lease three floors of jail space
above the city’s police head-
quarters at 350 W. Belknap St.

- The move by the county to
use three floors of the build-
irig, jointly built by Fort Worth
and Tarrant County 16 years
ago, comes two weeks after
the city decided to pull its
prisoners from the county jail,
choosing instead to house
them in Mansfield’s lockup

beginning Dec. 1.

. - In Monday’s letter notifying

+

the city of its intent to lease
the space, Tarrant County
included five $1 bills to cover
rent for the next five years.

. Fort Worth City Manager
Gary Jackson said Tuesday
that he had received the letter

Tarrant County and
Fort Worth add one

more chapter to the jail
saga.

“For$1aYéa1;it seems
tomethatlwou]dbe_

doing the same thing”  the

— Gary Jackson,
Fort Worth city manager

delivered by courier to City;‘;_,blphnson said.

Hall. He said the county’s
request did not surprise him.
“They’ve indicated that =
they want to exercise that
option,” Jackson said. “For $1a
year, it seems to me that I

would be doing the same $] a dayfarhousing, But by

thing.

The city will issue a wntten mgfee had nsen to $30, but
response to the county’s letter,  the processing fee for bookir

he said.

officials to annually declare

their intent to lease the floor 3
space — in writing, Jackson ¢
said. the co

The county’s desire to use jail

floors of the facility known as

It will probably ask county at $6

the Thomas R. Windham
Building will not interfere with
the city’s new jail service con-
tract with Mansfield, he said.
The Belknap building was
built as a city police headquar- |
ters and county jail, with the
city paying $10.9 million and
unty $6 million.
“The reason for the $1a
year option was so that we
could get full use of our invest-

ment,” C ommissioner J.D.

- The city and county signed
a contract in 1985 for the coun-
ty jail to process Fort Worth’s
prisoners from"the;;tim§s_ of
arrest. The city paid $6 for
each prisoner processed and

the daily hous-

. .

Pay open a city jail, and
that’s what Foﬁqi\:firth has
done — in Mansfield. :
Fort Worth has entered into
a $16 million contract with
Mansfield for jail services.
Fort Worth will have access to
about 140 beds, plus holding
facilities, at the 240-bed Mans-
field facility, officials said.
County officials have said
that the Fort Worth’s decision
will save them money, and that
no employees will be laid off,
contributed to this report.
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: ; for many years. It also eases

crowding in the county jail

Baxter said Mansfield jailers
will process and detain 80 to

) o : 100 Fort Worth prisoners each
‘ % ] ~ day, many for only a few hours.
Prisoners will be taken first
: : to the Fort Worth processing
. @

facility in the Thomas R. Wind-

ham Building at 350 W. Belknap

St. and then to the Mansfield
es jail in around-the-clock van
. ; ‘ shuttles.

Officers working in the
downtown processing area

logged in the first prisoner, a
. parole violator, at 10:01 p.m.
' .+ Officials expect the amount

of time Fort Worth officers
: Sa spend booking prisoners will
Work remains to ensurea
smooth transition as the
cities of Mansfield and Fort Worth
embark on a $16 million a3
inmate-housing arrangement. 3

. By ROBERT CADWALLADER = =~
SPECIAL TO THE S'_l'AR-TELEGRAM < :

and DEANNA BOYD -

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER -~

The Mansfield Law Enforcement Cen~
. ?erwasreadyfotakeinitsﬁ;stFoﬁWortﬁ
inmate late Friday night, kicking off a five-
year, $16 million deal between the two
~ cities. : , =

Crews worked until the last minute,
putting finishing touches on the 240-bed;
for-profit Mansfield jail and on the Fort
Worth Police Department’s inmate pro=
~ cessing facility, which now is staffed by
' Mansfield police employees.

“They’ve been working like whirling
dervishes the past few days,” Mansfield

- Deputy Police Chief Sherman Baxter said:-
‘The Mansfield jail, which has been

le,asing space to other law enforcement
agencies since it was built in 1990, has

- struggled the past three years to find
enough prisoners to pay its bills. Officials

- say the Fort Worth deal will ease budget
“It certainly provides a . measure”

pt: stability for the busine::l'ﬁan of the
jail,” Mayor David Harry said. “And we
. understand that we have an obligation to
provide excellent service to the city of

Fort Worth, and we’re committed to doing

~ The arrangement gives Fort Worth a
- lower-cost alternative to the Tarrant

County Jail, which had kept city inmates
v ~ More on LOCKUPS on 4B

ecrease under the new Mans-

. field contract.

Under former Sheriff David
Williams, Fort Worth officers
used to spend up to two hours
Booking prisoners into Tarrant
County. Under Sheriff Dee
Anderson, police said the delay
has dropped to between 15 and
30 minutes.

Fort Worth police Capt. M.R.
Baldwin said the contract with
Mansfield includes an adden-
dum requiring a 20-minute
turnaround, though he expects
the typical time will run closer
to 5 minutes. -

While Fort Worth police
officers must still be present
when prisoners are searched
and their property inventoried,
Baldwin said officers will no
longer have to wait for prison-
ers to be screened for medical
conditions, as previously
required by the county.

" Instead, Mansfield detention
officers will do a preliminary
medical check at the Fort
Worth facility, and a more thor-
ough screening in Mansfield.
~ “The benefit to the city of
Fort Worth and the citizens is
that the officer drops off that
prisoner, does their paperwork
and boom — they’re back on
the street,” Baldwin said.
~ The Mansfield jail has hired
16 employees to prepare for the
new arrangement, bringing the
total to about 65. Still, most of
Fthe staff recently has been
,working 12-hour shifts six days
a week and will continue to do
so during the transition, Baxter
said. -

~ But work remains to be

done.

“We have a lot of processes
we still have to fix because we
can’t get technology in fast
enough, or we're finding stuff
we just didn’t know was done
for us by the county and that’s
not in place now,” Baldwin said.
“But as far as basic function of
what a jail does, we’re ready. All
those other wrinkles, they’ll
work out.”

! Fort Worth Deputy Chief
Larry Curtis said officers from
other units assigned to a transi-
tional team will be present dur-
ing the first few days at the
Belknap holding facility to
guide officers through the

IS

~ Staff writer Bill Teeter contributed
to this report.
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The Sheriff is the chief law
~ enforcement officer for the county,
and the Sheriff’s Department is the
single largest component of the
County’s budget.
‘The Sheriff is elected to a four-
year term and is responsible for
‘operating the jail and providing
support and specialized technical
expertise to area municipal police
agencies. About two-thirds of the
Sheriff’s budget goes toward operat-
ing the County’s three jail facilities,
which house about 3,000 inmates.
Other responsibilities include
investigating crimes, serving criminal
- warrants, providing court security -
and maintaining communication with
federal, municipal and state law
~ enforcement agencies. Although the
Sheriff has countywide jurisdiction, in
practice he concentrates the
department’s investigative and patrol
efforts in unincorporated #qas g
outside cities’ limits. .
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Prisoner caught

after brief escape
from hospital

STARTELEGRAM

FORT WORTH — A prison-

- er in the custody of a Tarrant

County sheriff’s deputy briefly
escaped from Harris Methodist
Fort Worth hospital Wednesday
night after overpowering the
deputy and stealing his gun,
police said.

The prisoner, whose name
was not released, is an Arling-
ton robbery suspect, said Lt.
Duane Paul, a Fort Worth

spokesman. :
About 10:20 p.m., the prison-
er assaulted the deputy who

, was guarding him, stole his gun

and ran from the hospital, Paul
said. :

(

The prisoner was found

about 5 blocks from the hospital -

at a home in the 1200 block of
Southland Avenue, Paul said. A
neighbor who saw officers in

‘the area told them where the

prisoner was hiding. He was

recaptured and the deputy’s

gun recovered.
The deputy received a minor
cut on his head, Paul said.




Escape from hospital
spurs security review

By DEANNA BOYD
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
FORT WORTH — Tarrant
County sheriff’s officials are

re-evaluating their confine-

ment policy after a hospital-
ized prisoner stole the gun of a
deputy who was guarding him
and escaped Wednesday night.

Joseph Adrian Allen, 29,
was recaptured a short time
later at an apartment about 5
blocks from the hospital, offi-
cials said. :

He was being held in a Tar-
rant County jail Thursday, fac-
ing charges of escape, attempt-
ed capital murder, burglary
and aggravated assault. Bail
was set at $150,000 on each
charge, jail officials said.

Sheriff Dee Anderson said

‘Allen,beingheldonawarrant.

accusing him of aggravated
robbery with a deadly weapon,
had been in the jail’s Greenbay
facility until he was taken to
Harris Methodist Fort Worth
on Monday. :

“He told the deputies out at
our Green Bay facility he had
hoarded up some of his blood
pressure medicine and taken a
bunch of it at once,” Anderson
said. :

Anderson said inmates are
usually taken to John Peter
Smith Hospital, but for
unknown reasons, Allen was
diverted to Harris. \

Deputy Howard Widm:
was guarding Allen in his
third-floor room when the
attack occurred about 10:20
p.m. Wednesday. Anderson
said Allen walked out of the
bathroom and began assault-
ing Widmann as the 66-year-
old officer sat in a chair.

“This is a physically big guy.

He weighs over 300 pounds.

TOPIC

A 29-year-old .
inmate who
escaped Wednesday night
from Harris Methodist Fort
Worth after assaulting a
deputy and stealing his gun
was being held in a Tarrant
County jail Thursday with
bail set at $600,000, jail
officials said.

“This is something we
haven't taken a hard look
at since I've been here
because it hadn’t sur-
faced. If we feel we need
to make any changes,
we certainly will”

— Sheriff Dee Anderson

He overpowered the deputy
and beat him,” Anderson said.

After taking the deputy’s
gun, the man pointed it at a
nurse in the hallway and later
showed it to a maintenance
man stepping out of an eleva-
tor, he said.

The man then took the ele-
vator to the ground floor and
ran out of the hospital. A secu-
rity guard saw him run toward
a nearby neighborhood, where

sheriff’s deputies and Fort -
- Worth police subseq

tly set
up a perimeter, Anderson said.

A short time later a woman
emerged from her apartment
and told officers that she
believed the man they were
looking for was inside.

“He came up and knocked
on the door, and they opened
it and he kind of forced his
way in and said he was tryi.ig
to hide from the people in the

hospital,” Anderson said.

Officers found the man in a
back room and arrested him
without further incident,
Anderson said. The deputy’s
gun was discovered under a
couch seat cushion, he said.

Widmann suffered a head
laceration that required stitch-
es and was held overnight in
the hospital as a precaution.

Laura 'Van Hoosier, spokes-
woman with Harris, said pris-
oners are not isolated in one
location in the hospital but put
on the appropriate medical
floor under the supervision of
the arresting agency.

- “The hospital cares for their
medical needs and the agency
who had them in custody is
responsible for maintaining
their custody,” Van Hoosier
said. :

Van Hoosier said the hospi-

 tal had begun its nightly lock-

down when the escape
occurred. ‘

“When we were notified,
which was almost immediate-
1y, our security team followed
the patient to the point where
he was no longer a threat to
our patients and employees
and others inside the hospital,”

_~ e-evaluate the policy on
guarding hospitalized prison-
ers, including specifics
addressing when they should
“This is something we
haven’t taken a hard look at
since I've been here because it
hadn’t surfaced,” Anderson
said. “If we feel we need to
make any changes, we certain-
l}’Will.” : ;' i
Deanna Boyd, (817) 390-7655
dboyd@stzr-telegram.com
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FORT WORTH

Sheriff suspends top official

By NEIL STRASSMAN

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
FORT WORTH — A top
Sheriff’s Department official
charged with recklessly dis-
charging a firearm in Dallas
two months ago has been hand-
ed an unpaid one-month sus-
pension by Sheriff Dee Ander-

son.
~ Terry Grisham, the sheriff’s
executive administrator, has
been charged in Dallas with a
Class A misdemeanor punish-
able by a fine of up to $4,000
and one year in jail. C
The suspension, which
begins Monday, will last 20
working days, Anderson said,
but “he’s not doing it all at one
ﬁme-” ¢ : :
' “He's got some projects that
he is working on that he needs
to be here for,” Anderson said.
Grisham, 46, who also runs a
private handgun-training ser-
vice, declined to comment.
Grisham, a 14-year county

PTTITIT] A sheriff's assistant is suspended for a month
without pay after Dallas police accuse him of
shooting a handgun two months ago.

employee, was arrested Oct. 5
when Dallas police investigated
a complaint about gunshots
near Lovers Lane and Inwood
Road. The police report says
Grisham had been shooting a
gun in a parking lot and will-
ingly surrendered to arresting
officers. The report says that he
was sober and that no one was
injured. :

His attorney, John Weddle,
filed a motion to suppress the
statements Grisham made to
police the night of his arrest.
When police confronted
Grisham after a witness identi-
fied him, Grisham told them

" that he knew he had made a

mistake and said, “Yeah, it was
me,” the police report says.
The report says Grisham
told police that the weapon was
in the console of a 2001 Chevy

| TARRANT COUNTY
Marked cars out in force
8  '>‘ ! m b\ "dl‘ . tm ‘.i ]

iff’s Department will be on the
street this holiday as deputies

their regular beat, but at least
two will focus solely on DWI

Briefs
enforcement in problem areas,

also been called in to help, he

| said;

“Their whole focus will be
to zero in on drunk drivers,”
Flowers said. ;

- The increased enforcement
through Monday. Patrols will
be expanded again from Friday

WORTH AREA

said Chief Deputy Leon Flow-
risdsiagens A

Suburban. The handgun c'gn-

tained four spent and two live

rounds, the report says. 3

Weddle argues in a brief
filed for a Jan. 17 Dallas court
date that Grisham’s statements
were “involuntary” and that he
was “deprived of right to coun-
sel” when he made them.

Grisham is not a licensed
law enforcement officer, but he
has a state-issued concealed-
weapons permit and instructs
others who want permits,

Texas D ent. of Public
Safety records show that his
personal handgun license and
his instructor’s license have not
been suspended, although state
law provides for a suspension
after charges have been filed. If
Grisham is convicted, his
licenses will be revoked. %

]

 to Jan. 1, Flowers said. o

=

people to have a safe holiday —
one that does not resultin
tl'age,dybecauseapeg,sqnwﬂa-l
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Jail glitch
has cities

pointing

fingers

| INMATES Officials say some glitches
need to be worked out in
the new jail deal between the city of

P

Fort Worth and the Mansfield Law
'Enforcement Center. g
By ROBERT CADWALLADER

7

MANSFIELD — More than a week after
five inmates with outstanding warrants

- were released from the Mansfield jail pre-
maturely, area law enforcement officials
still don’t agree on the source of the prob-

~ lem — or a solution. 4

Attention centers on apparent miscom-
 munications between the agencies
 involved in the Fort Worth Police Depart-
ment’s new system of housing its inmates
at the Mansfield Law Enforcement Center.
The officials said they expect the glitch-
es in the arrangement, which started Dec.
1, will be remedied in time, but each
agency says the problem originates with
another. Gakie : -
During the past two weeks, five people-
who were arrested by Fort Worth police,
and who paid their fines or bonds, were
- released from the Mansfield jail although
they had additional county charges pend-"

i
>
2 2

demeanor charges, were still at large

Wednesday. ; :
Mansfield jail administrator Mike ng-
ley said his operation takes responsibility
for releasing two of the detainees but that
the Sheriff’s Department didn’t send Mans-
field notice of the charges pending against
the other three inmates until after they -

were released. _

Lt. Dan Cauble of the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment warrant division said the teletypes

“They just overlooked them out there,”
he said. “When you start 2 new program
that can happen, I guess. But they need to
tighten that down.”

Walley said he prefers that the county
send teletypes to the Fort Worth police,
who can then alert Mansfield with a phone
call. Teletypes from the county are received
at the police station next door to the Mans-
field jail and can get lost in the paperwork

because they don’t deal with Mansfield city

. police business, Walley said.

Cauble said teletypes are sent simultane-
ously to both the Mansfield and Fort Worth
police departments. : _

Fort Worth Police Capt. M.R. Baldwin
said the holding facility in Fort Worth,
where officers drop off those they’ve arrest-
ed for transport to Mansfield, received
improvements last week — including

. phone and fax lines — that will help

s l- | . ﬁ | ton. - “ d 7 5 3
“This is just a process that’s going to
take some time to work out,” he said.
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‘adopt racial

- prohibiting a peace officer ﬁ'om

- any law enforcement-initiated

initiated actions—including all
_ investigative detentions, traffic

~ property—must be based on a

~ searches or seizures of persons or

officers contact a dispatcher ‘
~ whenever they stop a vehicle or
~ subject. At the conclusion of each
~ stop, the officer must fill out a
report detailing the event and the

Sheriff, Constables

profiling policy

The Sheriff and Constables of
Tarrant County have adopted a
policy to ensure that their employ-
ees comply with a law recently
passed by the Texas Legislature

engaging in racial profiling.
Racial profiling is defined as

action based on an individual’s
race, ethnicity or national origin,
rather then on the individual’s
behavior or on information identi-
fying the individual as having
engaged in criminal activity.
Therefore, all law enforcement-

stops and arrests, as wellas
searches and seizures of people or

standard of reasonable susplclon or
‘probable cause.

The policy adopted by Tarrant
County requires that all peace

facts supporting it. The same
procedure will be followed for any

The new poliéy also establishes

. aformal complaint process. If an

individual believes that a peace

~ officer employed by the Sheriff’s

Office has engaged in racial
profiling, then the individual must
file a written complaint before the
180" day after the alleged violation
with the Intérnal Affairs Division
of the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Department on the second floor of
300 W. Belknap Street, Fort
Worth, Texas, 76102. If the

- complaint involves a peace officer

employed by a Constable, the *
complaint must be filed at the
specific Constable’s office. Appro-
priate corrective action will be

~ taken against a peace officer
- employed by the agencies who,

after an investigation, is shown to
have engaged in racial profiling.
More information relating to the
policy and the complaint process is
available at the Tarrant County

website atﬂmamc_txmm.
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New video cameras may
help catch dumpers

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRlTER

Beware, illegal dumpers: You
. could become stars of unusual but
not-quite-prime-time videos.
Sheriff’s deputies trying to stop
people from trashing Tarrant County
could soon be armed with the latest
digital color video cameras, remote-
controlled and capable of zooming in
on a license plate or a dumper’s face.
On Tuesday, County Commission-
ers agreed to a Sheriff’s Department
request to seek a grant for the cam-
eras from the North Central Texas

| County investigators
may be armed with

hiqh-tech cameras in their quest
for illegal dumpers.

Council of Governments.

If the council agrees, deputies
could be shooting Trash, Lies and
Videotape this spring.

“The best-case scenario is that the
video can be used as evidence. This
is real enforcement,” said Mike John--
ston, the sheriff’s executwe chlef

deputy.

Deputy Jon Siegel, who investi-

gates ﬂlegal dumpmg, said the county

has cumbersome 6-year-old cameras
that perform poorly and are difficult
to rig in trees.

“The newer cameras are supposed

to be easier to operate and can see in
low light conditions,” Siegel said.
They could be set up and activated
using remote sensing devices, he
said.

“In Hunt County they have caught
a half-dozen people with theu' cam-
eras,” Siegel said.

A joint city-county Refuse

Enforcement Program, formerly
operated out of Constable Jack
Allen’s office, was scrapped late last
year when Fort Worth decided to end
its participation. The county and city
are now each developing programs
to curb dumping.

Cameras, an important tool for law
enforcement, have been used suc-
cessfully in Arlington and Grand
Prairie, said Shad Lancaster, an envi-
ronmental planner with the council
of governments.

“Illegal dumping is a crime, and it

isa sxgmficant prob em in Eorth

Texas,” Lancaster said.

One year ago, the councrl, which
represents 16 Metroplex counties,
launched a three-year program to
curtail the illegal disposal of such
things as litter, garbage, roofing shin-
gles and hazardous waste. =

Under state law, individuals
caught dumping can face up to one
year in jail gnd a fine of up to $4,000.

Neil strassman (817) 390-7657
strass@star-telegram.com -
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Obituary Notices
Josh Ray Hall

1937 - 2002 View/Sign Guest Book

F*"S8l Josh Ray Hall, 64, a retired Tarrant County

i deputy sheriff, died Thursday, Jan. 10, 2002, at
a Fort Worth hospital.

Graveside service: 2 p.m. Saturday in
Springcreek Cemetery, south of Weatherford with Brother
Cable Roberts officiating. Visitation: 6 to 8 p.m. Friday at
Galbreaith Pickard Funeral Chapel in Weatherford.

Memorials: Community Hospice House of Texas, 301
Medpark Circle, Burleson, Texas 76028.

Mr. Hall was born Jan. 21, 1937, in Sherman. He was a
Baptist. He was preceded in death by his parents, Ray and
Catherine Hall.

Survivors: Daughter, Donna Hall of California; sisters,
Joyce Beene and husband, LeRoy, of Hurst and Jan Rue
and husband, Larry, of Granbury; brother, Mike Hall and
wife, Kathy, of Weatherford, and numerous nieces,
nephews and extended family from the Tarrant County
Sheriff's Department.

Published in the Fort Worth Star-Telegram on 1/11/2002.
Flowers & gifts | Charities | Guest Book

&4 E-mail this Notice @ Printer friendly version
% submit a Life Story
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year with a department of ﬁve sioners over budgets, vehicle

- pro tem, said

Ex-sheriff hired
as police chief

By NEIL STRASSMAN
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
Former Tarrant County
Sheriff David Williams is the
police chief of the south Den-
ton County town of Marshall
Creek, population 431.
- As sheriff of the state’s third
most populous county,
Williams earned an annual
salary of $107,304 and super-

vised roughly 1,300 county

employees. :
- His new job pays $28,000 a

officers and two reserves.
Williams, 47, was sworn in

: Former Tarrant
WILLI f b
County Sheriff
David Williams takes a job

as police chief inasmall

_Denton County town.

as chief Monday night after the
] | Creek Town Council

‘unanimously approved hiring
Mo

- “I'am pleased to be here,
and I look forward to serving
the people of Marshall Creek,”
Williams said Tuesday as he
finished his first day on the job.
“I do enjoy the work and

T

this type of service. Mayor
Kevin Jones has a vision );'or i
Marshall Creek, and I am

pleased to be on his team.”
Councilman

John Murdock, "

Marshall |

Creek’s mayor

“Consulting assignments
have kept me busy, and after
eight years, there was a lot of
catch-up to do with the chil-
_dren,” he said. ;

The new job could be see
as a big step down, but
Williams said, “Any job that’s
worth doing is important, and
I think the people of Marshall
' Creek are important.”

. Williams, who served from
11992 to 2000, was often at odds
-with Tarrant County commis-

purchases and his authority.
He sought a third four-year

.term in 2000 but lost the

Republican primary to Sheriff
Dee Anderson.

Relations between the
‘Commissioners Court and
Williams soured after a Sept.
17, 1997, helicopter crash killed
Deputy '<J. Smith and Lt. Mau-

.
3

opened a rift that never healed.

The commissioners also
battled with Williams over the
purchase of expensive Chevro-
let Tahoe police vehicles, and
in 1999, they cut Williams’
budget request. :

They reduced his staff by 36
people, saying Williams
manipulated jail staffing levels,
using jailers to serve warrants,
investigate and work in admin-
istration, running up a huge
overtime tab. ' ;

Williams took the unusual
step of suing the commission-
ers in November 1998, seeking
to restrict their budgetary
authority. In the suit, he
claimed that the commission-
ers did not allocate enough
money for his department and
interfered with his authority.
The commissioners said they
were exercising their state-
authorized duty to hold the

Sheriff’s Department fiscally
accountable. )

Williams dropped the law-
suit in February 1999, but the
commissioners never forgave

~ “I dor’t think he is qualified
for a police department job,”
said Commissioner J.D. John-
son, once Williams’ most
ardent supporter. “Police work
is not his cup of tea, but I wish
him and Marshall Creek the
best of luck.” '

Commissioner Glen Whit-
ley was more magnanimous.

“I’'m glad he is gainfully
employed in Denton County
and I wish him the best,”
Whitley said. ©~ ;

In December 1999 it was
disclosed that in Williams’ mil-
itary records he had been list-

theless received an honorab

discharge. v

 ed as absent without leavs and
~ then as a deserter while Serv-
. _in the spring of 1976. He never-,

Williams said he is “looking
olks 11?1tnﬁ

to bring some other ft
the reserve ranks” of his s
Police Department, o

“Right now, I am just looks

ing forward to moving into my
new offices and a short drive.
to work,” hesaid. : fg&

2

4

the town had [
many appli-.

cants for the
chief’s job and ™%

%c,i-ded that
illiams “has < >
expertise we -~ WILLIAMS
need out here.” T
In the past year, Williams
worked as a management con-

tant and spent time with his’

-T ELEGRAM/DON COOK

The commissioners had
been critical of the depart-

which Williams started and
championed, and the deaths

 ment’s helicopter program,

i s ne )
He said “family problems’,
caused him to leave base with,
out permission and added later;
that it was “an aberration in,,
judgment ... that I will always,
regret.” ; i
Williams, who lives in
Watauga, said he has no plans:

+ to move to Marshall Creekj®

which is just north of Trophy
Club. ¢ ' ah

Neil Strassman, (817) 3907657
strass@star-telegramcom |
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‘Sheriff’s official
‘ loses gun licenses

By NEIL STRASSMAN

- STARTELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
DALLAS — The Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department
executive administrator was
| handed one year of deferred
ad]udxcatlon Thursday after
: - pleading no
.contest to
recklessly dis-

: ing service, gave up
: his state handgun licenses for

agreement.
He also paid $500 in fines

and donated $600 to the Car-
|  rollton-based Metrocrest Social
Serw:e Center, a Umted Way

Deferred ad;udlcatlon is a
ﬁrm of probation that will not

‘year term without further inci-
‘dent. Grisham had been

zgw ¥

"These events have been
painful for me on several lev-
eis," Gmhmw& I

charging a law enforcement officer, t

"said
seven years as part of a plea i

‘still make a bad decision.”

| leave a conviction on Grisham’s
mdtfhecompietestheone-

‘charged with a Class A misde-
- meanor punishable by up to.
ﬂnesnﬂdoneyearm_- :

awﬁtten iLadiy

T ﬁ‘O

A Tarrant
HANDGUNS County shei';a,;
iff's official receives . :
deferred adjudication after e
pleading no contest to dis-- -
charging a ﬂrearm in Dallai:'“’

2l
statement. “1 am profoun%
inted.” iy

Grisham is not a lic

since 1995 he has opetatuf
business called Good
Right to Carry Training in
Worth. The school provn@v

~ classes in handgun safety, use

and laws. il
" “A small business I ¢ ’ d
andchenshedlsgone. ishar
in the stateme t.
“Licensees must rememb@-

every day that good guys c%

Gnshammmtedﬂﬁ
at 2:20 a.m. by Dallas police:

investigating a complaint of %

gunshots in the parking lot
ofabusigdnwlmers {QI:
andInwoodRoad.

“Yeah, it was me.” “The report:

said that he was sober and

no one was injured. zeod.
‘Grisham can teapply ﬁg¢=

handgun heensc after scvgn‘

years. ; : ¢




Volume 6 Number 46 February 14-20, 2002




When Dee Anderson took over as Tarrant County sheriff a year ago, he
filled his department’s top management positions with longtime cronies
from the Arlington Police Department. A few resentful county employ-
ees dubbed them the Arlington Mafia, never mind that the “mafia” mem-
bers were law enforcement officers with plenty of awards and sheepskins
to justify their hiring.

As it turns out, however, the hire that may have the biggest impact on the
county — and on Anderson'’s legacy as sheriff — is likely to be a Dallas man
whom Anderson barely knew before he took office. One of the key players on
his team, Anderson said, “just kind of fell into my lap like a godsend.”

No one expected Anderson to leave the sheriff’s department the way
he found it when he was sworn in last January. Far from it. He had spent
much of his time on the 2000 campaign trail vowing to return the depart-
ment’s focus to prisoner confinement, rather than the “fast cars and heli-
copters” that had helped get his unlamented predecessor, David Williams,
into trouble. So, before the election, Anderson visited Dallas County’s
Lew Sterrett Justice Center to study jail operations and develop an
administrative plan. He enlisted the help of Bob Knowles, Dallas County’s
top jailer and a nationally known jail administrator, both in teaching him
the finer points of prisoner handling and in finding somebody to run Tar-
rant County’s lockups.

Anderson spent three days learning and admiring the operation of Ster-
rett. Dallas County’s jail housed 7,000 prisoners, twice the number of Tar-
rant County’s inmates. He asked Knowles to keep watch for a talented jail
administrator candidate. Anderson didn’t figure he could convince
Knowles himself to move to a smaller county, a jail beset by morale prob-
lems, and a department that had become a laughingstock under Williams.

On Anderson’s final day at the jail, Knowles pulled him aside and asked
if he were still seeking a jail administrator. “Did you find someone?”
Anderson said. “I sure did — it’s me,” Knowles replied.

Anderson couldn’t believe his coup. “You could have knocked me over
with a feather,” he said. He named Knowles, 54, as executive chief deputy
of confinement — one of the highest-ranking positions in the department
— and put him in charge of a jail that had been draining the department’s
budget for years and had become a dumping ground for employees.

Knowles made the leap for several reasons. He was intrigued by Ander-
son’s energy and attention to detail. “The more I got to know him, the more
interested I got,” Knowles said. And the timing felt right. Knowles was about
to qualify for retirement after 25 years. He could draw a pension from Dallas
County and take the job in Tarrant County, where he could earn $7000 a
year more than he was earning at Sterrett. And he relished the challenge.

A year later, the results are obvious. Massive overtime costs have disap-
peared, procedures have been impleémented to prevent good-ol’-boy
favoritism in promotions, and employee pride is rising. Some credit
Knowles” experience and knowledge in turning around the
jail in such a short time. Others laud Anderson for
having the savvy to nab Knowles and for giv-
ing him the freedom and support to do his job.
Most don’t care who gets the credit; they’re just
happy that changes occurred. “The sheriff said he was
going to make the jail his number-one priority, and he
did,” said a long-time jailer. “You can feel it in the morale.”
Anderson’s steadying presence and focus on the jail is
helping to exorcise the specter of Williams, who starred unfa-
vorably in endless controversies from 1992 to 2000. He battled
and belittled county commissioners, bought expensive police
vehicles, created a helicopter unit that was later disbanded after
a copter crash killed two deputies, developed a Christian-only
“God Pod” in the jaMMnconstituﬁonal by the

Texas Supreme Court, sued county com-
~ missioners over budget matters, and even-
tually became a recluse. Williams’ shadow
was large, and comparisons between him
and Anderson still surface in conversa-
tions with employees.

Sandra Colwell, for instance, was
Wwilliams’ executive secretary for eight
years, and holds the same position with
‘Anderson. As a leader, she said, Williams
pales in comparison. Her former boss’
behavior during his final term was so

strange that she dubbed him “Goober.”

“I was his secretary and, trust me, he was
agoober,” she said. “There is no comparison.
One was a paranoid control freak, and this
one is a professional, caring law enforce-
ment officer. It’s different as night and day.”

Two jailers and their prisoners were riding
the county jail’s elevator in early February
when the door opened and Anderson
stepped inside. The jailers smiled and nod-
ded. Anderson told them hello. The prison-
ers stared but said nothing. A few moments
later, the elevator stopped, and Anderson
stepped out. “That’s the big shot there,” a
prisoner said to no one in particular.

Despite his understated attire and
Everyman face, Anderson is typically rec-
ognized wherever he goes. He spent 15
years on television as Arlington Police
Department’s media spokesman before
replacing Williams amid much hoopla.

He has adopted neither Williams’ quasi-
military uniforms, nor the jeans-and-boots
attire that would fit some folks’ preconceived
notion about a Texas sheriff. Big-city sheriffs
are more business administrators than two-

fisted lawmen. On this day, Anderson wore a

business suit, tie, and dress loafers with tas-
sels. He has never felt comfortable in cowboy
hats and pearl-snap shirts, despite being
born and raised in Fort Worth during an era
when Western attire was popular.

Anderson continued his trek through
the jail. Employees didn’t seem surprised by
his sudden presence. That wasn’t the case in
the 1990s. Some jailers never met Williams
during his eight-year tenure. “I never saw
him, but who did?” a jailer said. “Sheriff
Anderson is in and out of the building all the
time. He’s got that open-door policy.”

Anderson finally reached his destina-
tion, where a man was measuring waists
and inseams of employees being fitted for
new uniforms. They welcomed Anderson
as he approached. “This is a great thing,”
said Deputy Blake George, who shook the
sheriff’s hand before stepping in a dress-
ing room to try on a uniform.

Sheriff’s department employees in Tar-
rant County have traditionally been
required to purchase their own uniforms,
guns, belts, ammunition, and even their
badges. Getting hired meant immediately
spending hundreds of dollars on acces-
sories. Anderson asked county commis-
sioners to offset these expenses by approv-

ing uniform purchases.

Jail employees were the first to be out-
fitted, which caught many by surprise. A
longstanding pecking order put the 400 or
so patrol and warrant officers well above
the 800 jail employees in terms of prestige *
a_nd attention. Under previous administra-
tions, jailers might have been the last to get
uniforms. The emphasis is changing at
Anderson’s insistence.

Jailers were relaxed as they spoke to the
sheriff. An ability to put people at ease and
earn their trust helps explain why Anderson
waltzed to an election victory over an incum-
bent sheriff and a stable of challengers. He’s




three children, Kelly, Hannah, and Ben.
Wanting to improve communication
and public relations in his agency, Arlington
Police Chief David Kunkle was searching
for a media relation coordinator in 1986.

of practice at communication.
v hadA};)‘::srsmz who is about to turn 45, grew
up in Fort Worth, the son of a Fot:t Wprth
Press sportswriter and editor. He ldoh.zed
his father and accompanied him on assign-
ments. Anderson regularly sat in the press
box with his father at Dallas Cowboys
games, and tagged along afterward to the

picked the former Sportswriter turned cop.

locker room for post-game interyiews. He
got to meet his sports heroes, including

~quarterbacks Don Meredith and Roger
Staubach. “It was a charmed life as a kid,”
Anderson said. “I went to three Super
Bowls. I was a sports junkie. I always
thought I'd be a sportswriter.”
- Memories of these years still make
Anderson smile, and he’ll reminisce with
prodding. For instance, when he was about

10, he was walking barefoot at the Cow-

- boys training camp in Thousand Oaks,
Calif,, when he stepped on a bee. He hob-
bled painfully around until he found his
' dad, who took him to the Cowboys train-
_ ing room. “All these players are in there
_ with their various ailments,” Anderson
_ recalled. The trainers in the room hovered
- over Anderson, his foot and dis-

‘cussing treatment meth . Pete Gent, the

wide receiver who would later write North

Dallas Forty, was lying nearby on a train-

‘I was probably at
the betting pool,” Anderson said.

the bottom of the list in

On his first day as media coordinator,
Anderson was called into Kunkle’s office.
“He told me something I never forgot —
‘Only a tiny percentage of people will deal
directly with the police department, and
everybody else will get their perception of
the police from you,’” Anderson recalled. “]
always kept that in mymind.”

Kunkle said he chose Anderson
because of his journalistic background and
his ability to communicate. “He could not
have done a better job,” Kunkle said. “Dee
always found the right words and con.-
veyed the right emotions.”

As the middleman between aggressive
reporters and wary detectives for 15 years,
Anderson became wel] acquainted with
human nature and diplomacy. Police off;-
cers and detectives don’t enjoy being
hounded by reporters clamoring for news,

ing table. He sat up and said, “Don’t worry Reporters don’t like being stiff. db
u - g stiff-armed by
ab:}:xt;ll of us ‘:"th broken legs; let’s look officials. Anderson interviewed police off;-
atthe € sting. : cers and relayed the data to reporters.
“Iwanted to crawl in a hole,” Anderson

d.

sai
Anderson grew into a

strapping fellow
i

Played center and defensive end on

the football team at Eastern Hills Higl;

School, and graduated in 1974. He studied

~ journalism at

Tarrant County Junior Co

1-

- lege and the University of Texas at Austin,

‘but didn’t graduate.

He was young, rest-

less, and ready to start earning a living. He
worked as a reporter and editor at area

newspapers,
Press and Arlington Daily News.

He also served as a sports official for

. high schools and colleges and worked

including the Fort Worth

Detectives trusted him not to reveal infor-
mation that could hamper their investiga-
tions, and reporters trusted him to keep
them up to date. :
The job wasn’t easy. On any day he
might answer the same 50 questions from
a dozen reporters at different times.
Humor and unflappability came in handy.
Anderson was usually patient with inexpe-
rienced reporters, whose newspapers -
often assigned them to the tricky police
beat with little instruction or preparation.
Anderson, by default, trained dozens of
reporters to cover the beat (including this
writer, who was a cub reporter in the Fort
Worth Star-Telegram Arlington bureau in

: part—tyn ita health Sm.dlo where off-duty 1986). “The newest reporters got assigned
g t,ﬂﬂ(’;ers shercised. He became to the police beat,” he said. “You always
Bt -'fh? copsand sometmes - ode - got the guy who was ready to set the world

em during patrols on F riday and on fire and win that Pulitzer Prize. Having

F y nights.
azy police bug hit,” he said.

He was hookgd. “This

sports writing and in

41980 became a police officer with the
Arlington Police Department. The first five

. years of his career were uneventful —

- moved around in the department, worki
- as a patrol officer and a field trainer,
- became certified as a

he
ng

and
fatality accident inves-

tigator. In 1985, he married Rebecca John.-
‘mnami began raising a family. They have

been a reporter, I had a certain amount of
empathy if not sympathy for the'n_m._”



Anderson was serious during his inter-
views and at crime scenes, and rarely
became emotional. His demeanor was
purposeful. He wanted television viewers
to see that, regardless of a scene’s grue-
some nature, Arlington police were profes-
sional and in control. In his office, though,
he kept things loose and enjoyed wise-
cracks. Fellow police officers routinely
stopped by his office to discuss sports,
entertainment, and typical cop talk.

Most journalists liked and respected
Anderson, although some grumbled that
he could be hard to track down at times,
such as on Friday afternoons when he left
the office early to referee high school foot-
ball games. On such days, reporters could
be heard simultaneously cursing Anderson
and stalling editors, as they frantically
sought information on deadline.

Some reporters accused Anderson of
being stricken with short-timer’s disease
after he announced his candidacy for sher-
iff. “Yowd go in his office, and he would be
reading a newspaper with his feet on his
desk and not paying any attention to you,”
a former Arlington reporter said with a
laugh. Even though many rooted for him
privately, few reporters expected him to
trounce five other Republican candidates
without a runoff and coast to victory
against Democrat Luther Perry in the
November 2000 general election.

New uniforms for the troops.

Executive Chief Deputy Bob Knowles and Capt. R.H. Helsey look over a prisoner pod at

Tarrant County Jail.

.

A-plus? “Human beings aren’t perfect,”
Wilder said. “None of us in government can
getan A-plus. I'd give myself an A-minus.”

If Anderson is making the grade as sheriff, he

2e

The sheriff (far end) oversees his posse of administrators at a staff meeting.

of $1.8 million. The budget was the same
both years. Overtime costs are projected to
be about $10,000 in 2002.

Knowles realized shortly after settling

into his new position that morale among
= . e e LI o) RS 1 T
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Dorothy Neal Greene

1944 - 2002 View/Sig
FAEER.  Dorothy Neal Greene, 58, a peace officer, died Sunday, March
a Fort Worth hospital.

Memorial service: 7 to 9 p.m. Thursday at Zion Baptist Church
service: 1 p.m. Friday in Cedar Hill Memorial Park. Visitation:
Thursday at Zion Baptist Church.

.
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Dorothy Neal Greene was born Jan. 4, 1944, in Fort Worth.

Survivors: Husband, Melvin Greene; sons, Roderick M. and Shaun B. Greene:
Ronda Greene and Jackie Braggs; brother, Willie Neal III; 13 grandchildren;
grandson; one niece; one nephew; and a host of other relatives and friends.
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New deputy was fired by
Dallas County |

By NEIL STRASSMAN

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
. A chief deputy recently
hired by Tarrant County Sher-
iff Dee Anderson to oversee
jail inmate booking and release
was fired from Dallas County
four years ago amid allegations

of sexual misconduct.

David Stromile was an assis-

tant chief deputy over booking

at the Dallas County Sheriff’s
Department until he left in
1998.

- Stromile and another new

chief deputy, Cederic Simon,
who will be in charge of hous-
ing inmates, were introduced
to county officials Tuesday by
Anderson at the Commission-
ers Court. Each will earn an
" annual salary of $61,968.

Anderson said he and Exec-
utive Chief Deputy Bob
Knowles, who surpervises jail
- operations, are aware of Stro-
mile’s past. =

“We fully looked at it and

Sheriff Dee
SRURES Anderson says he
is “comfortable with the
hire” and has confidence in
his new administrator over-
seeinq jail booking.

foﬁnd out the facts of the case,”

" Anderson said. “I'm comfort-

able with the hire. Time has

passed, and he has not had any -

problem since.”

Stromile, who worked for
Knowles in Dallas County, was
fired after a Dallas sheriff’s
captam complained that he had
made improper sexual com-
ments to her. -

He was terminated “for fos-
tering a hostile work environ-
ment,” said Sgt. Don Peritz, a
Dallas sheriff’s spokesman.
~After he left Dallas County,
Stromile worked for a compa-
ny that services bank
‘machines, Knowles said.

“It happened in the past,
and I am looking to the future,”

Stromile said Tuesday after the
commissioners’ meeting.
Stromile. said that he is
eager to get to work improving
the county’s booking opera-
tion, which has been steeped in
controversy since the late
1990s, when it was run by the
previous sheriff, David
Williams.
“We need to look at the
overall booking operation and
streamline it,” Stromile said.
Several commissioners said
they trust Anderson’s judg-
ment on hmng hls command
staff. ?
“It’s a shenff’s decision,”
Commissioner ]J.D. Johnson

The jail’s booking operation
was at the center of a dispute
between Fort Worth and Tar-
rant County that led Fort

‘Worth in November to con-

tract with Mansfield to handle
its prisoners.
Many mmates are booked m

and out of jail quickly, and the i

short stay is costly because of
the hours it takes for finger-
printing,. inmate showers,
issuance of clothes and the
inventory of property. .

Fort Worth complalned for
years that officers couldn’t get
back on the street quickly
‘enough, and Tarrant County
complained that it was under-
paid by the city for booking
and housing city inmates.

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
strass@star-telegram.com -
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Capt. Scott Monier is first lawman
killed on duty in White Settlement

Gunman wounded in confrontation
M isfound dead in house after standoff
'MONIER

* folcer dles

qunmaﬁ barricaded himself Wednesday. Fle




Friends say slain
captain special

By GALE BRADFORD
SPECIAL TO THE STAR-TELEGRAM

and MELODY McDONALD
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

Scott Monier was all cop during
the day. He was all dad at home each
night and weekend.

Wednesday afternoon, the White
Settlement police captain became
that city’s first officer killed in the
line of duty, shot to death investigat-
ing a domestic disturbance. Monier
returned gunfire, and police later
found his 67-year-old attacker dead
in the house where he had barricad-
ed himself. -

All who knew Monier said they
lost someone special.

White Settlement Police Chief
David Place called Monier, 37, an 11-
year veteran of his department, “one
of the strong rocks in my command.”

“Society and law enforcement

- MONIER

. Continued from IA

bord
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Jost a good man,” Place said.
; Ten-year-old Sami Jo and 7-
year-old Lacy lost their daddy.
- He was their basketball
coach at Peaster Elementary
%hool, where their mother,
#¥icki, is a second-grade
é‘éacher. He spent most of his
ifree time with them.
i “He was a very giving, won-
-derful father and husband,”
-said Teri Dommert, who lives
Jacross the street from the
Moniers northwest of Weath-
cerford. “Everything he and his
@(ife did, they did together.
'ﬁxd the kids, oh, gosh. They
ad golf carts and go-karts.”
-7 Vicki Monier, 36, lost her
:ﬁ'ﬁsband of 12 years.
;0 “He was her soul mate. I
“don’t know what she’ll do

Twithout him,” said Monier’s

-sister-in-law, Elizabeth Patter-
son. “This shouldn’t have hap-
pened. It’s pathetic.”

. Vicki Monier was at school
teaching when she got the call
that her husband had been
shot. ' :

k@e left the gu’ls%hmd at |

the school and refused to let
anyone accompany her to the
Fort Worth hospital because
she didn’t know what to
expect when she got there.

“She’s holding up extremely
well under the circumstances,”
Patterson said. “We’re all in
shock.”

In White Settlement, col-
leagues and friends found
Monier’s death incomprehen-
sible.

“Losing Scott was almost
like losing one of my own
kids,” former City Council-
woman Sue Miller said. “He
was such a great guy. ... He
always had a smile on his face.”

And he knew how to reach
youths in trouble, Miller said.

“I've gone to him to talk to
problem kids before they
became criminals. He was
always willing. ... When he did
things like that, he never
talked about them. He did it in
his own quiet way.”

Miller described Monier as
a computer whiz who helped
the police and fire depart-
ments set up their computer
systems. : :
He was promoted from
lieutenant to captain in Octo-
ber an%g/as a “rising star” in

the Police Department, said
Peter Nuckolls of the White
Settlement city personnel
department.

“He was a really very versa-
tile and knowledgeable offi-
cer,” Nuckolls said.

Monier also was a distin-
guished officer, the holder of a
Medal of Valor. He got it in
1991 for risking his life while
assisting two other police
agencies in pursuing a stolen

vehicle and capturing two
armed men.

He began his police career
as a Tarrant County detention
officer while studying criminal
justice through Tarleton State
University. He graduated in
1989. :

“He put himself through
peace school while working
full time as a detention offi-
cer,” said Capt. Kelley Meyer,

who was then a sergeant with

| the Tarrant County Sheriff’s

Department. “His goal was to
become a street officer.”

When Monier resigned to
join White Settlement, “he
knew exactly what he was
going to do,” Meyer said. “He
was extremely proud and hap-
py and knew his future was
bright.”

Tarrant County Deputy
Michael Beeson, who worked
with Monier as a rookie patrol
officer in White Settlement in
1991, called his former partner
“real laid-back, real cordial. ...
He had no temper, was very
even-keeled.” :

Daniela Place, the police
chief’s wife who had known
Monier for years, described
him as a “man’s man. He was
just exemplary morally and
professionally.”

Neighbor Dommert
described the officer as a fami-
ly man whose passions includ-
ed raising horses, working on
his house, tending his land,
and taking his family into town
for fairs and other social out-
ings.
His wife and daughters, she

* said, didn’t want for anything.

And neither did anyone else
who needed his help.

&

> i
“He would do anything,in
the world for you,” Dommert
said. “If we needed a tractor;or
anything, he was always there.”
White Settlement police
spokesman John Clapp knoWs

that firsthand. i3t

“I remember one time’]
couldn’t get a water hedte:
installed in my house,” he said
“He just went over and did'il
for me.” i

Patterson, the sister-in—lé'\'ﬁ
described Monier as “certaitly
not a run-of-the-mill guy. H
was just the sweetest guy 01
earth ... very compassionate, '
great and wonderful person.™

White Settlement Cig
Manager Gus Pappas said tha
Monier served as a mentor i
other officers and that hi
death will have a profoun
effect on the department an
community. Al

“He rushed to the sceneit
do the job he was sworn to
and it cost him his life, an
that’s tough,” Pappas said. -

Or, as Dommert said, “H
went out with dignity” 2

Staff writers Deanna Boyd and Bill
Teeter, correspondent Anita Baker ’am

libmﬁanCathdedmeontributedu
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Fort Worth officer D.P. Hobbs rests for a
moment during the standoff after a
White Settlement officer was fatally
shot. The officer’s assailant, James
Southall, 67, was found dead in the
house. It was unknown whether he was
killed by police gunfire or shot himself.




Girls feared
for safety of
grandmother

By DEANNA BOYD
+ STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

WHITE SETTLEMENT — A
White Settlement police captain
investigating a domestic distur-
bance was fatally shot Wednesday
afternoon, and his assailant,
wounded by return gunfire, was
found dead in a house where he
had barricaded himself.
' Officials did not know latef
Wednesday whether police gun-
fire killed James Southall, 67, or
whether he had also shot himself.

Capt. Scott Monier, an 1l-year
veteran and a former Tarrant
County jailer, was shot twice in the
abdomen and once in the chest
and dled in surgery at Harris

. MaraonSHOOTINGon2lA

ﬁet}i\odlst Fort Worth. He was not
a protective vest.
« Monier, 37, was the first White
Settlement police officer killed in the
line of duty. He is survived by his
mfe, Vicki, a schoolteacher in Peast-
er in Parker County, and two yotmg
daughters.
> The shooting occurred shortly
after 1 p.m. at 9009 Farmer Road,
where Southall had lived for about
five years with Betty Cook, 65,
Cook’s granddaughters said.

The granddaughters, who said
they were upset that Southall had
Been abusive to Betty Cook, called
pplice from a nearby school to

that Southall had pulled a gun

er refusing to let them use the
telephone. Monier was shot when he
“ntered the home as the grand-

aughters spoke outside with anoth-
er officer responding to the 911 call.
-, One granddaughter, Brandy Cook,
21, said that Southall had recently
‘gotten more ver-
oal, more physical,”
ind that Betty Cook
aad attempted to
avict him.

_ “None of the
Ehmlly could get
q“lm to:‘leave,”
Btafndy Cook said.

y grandmother
wanted him out of

he house, but he
wouldn't leave.”

: Police said they
had unconfirmed
reports  that
Southall had had
mental problems.
Brandy Cook said
Southall had previ-
ously been hospi-
talized for a mental

breakdown.

7 Monier’s slaying stunned the 30-
member Police Department.

- “It’s been very trying,” police
spokesman John Clapp said at a late
afternoon news conference. “Every-
bndy is shocked and .very emotion-

" City Manager Gus Pappas said the
shooting of Monier “seems to have
een very random and basically
out purpose, a useless act of vio-

" Police Chief Davxd Place

“-described the slain officer as “one of

the strong rocks in my command.
‘Society and law enforcement lost a
“good man.” 5
Brandy Cook said she ard her sis-
ter, Monica Lolless, 18, went to the
Farmer Road home to visit their
grandmother Wednesday. They were
greeted by a visibly upset Southall,
who slammed the door behind them
thcy entered, she said. 4
" “He said he couldn't take us kids
always commg over,” Brandy Cook
smd.

A few minutes later, as they stood :

‘on the front porch out of Southall’s

rshot, their grandmother told
them that Southall had hit her Tues-

day.
% “She said, I want him gone, but

won’t leave,” ” Brandy Cook said :7
?We were mad. That’s when I went

thehousetocallmyuncle.” -

* Southall refused to let her use the
vhone, which had been unplugged 1

om the 1ack, she said.

gg; “I went in there and said, ‘Can ycm

hook up the phone so I can make a
phone call?’ He said, ‘No.’ I said,
‘Well, you've hit the wrong person.’ ”
As the granddaughters left to call
their uncle from nearby West Ele-
mentary School, Southall pulled a
A5-caliber gun and “ran after me,”

“Brandy Cook said.

- The sisters fled to the school and
called police.

“The 911 call came in from the
school. The caller advised that 2 man
was holding a gun on her grand-
mother,” Clapp said.

- The granddaughters were stand-
ing in the middle of the street with a

‘responding officer when Brandy
' Cook spotted Southall on the porch

with a gun, and Betty Cook standing
nearby.
“She kept tellmg the oﬁ'icers she

could calm him down,” Brandy Cook

said.

“We didn’t think he was going to
do it, and then he cocked it.”

About that time, police said, other
officers arrived and Monier entered
the house through a back door,
apparently attracting Southall’s
attention.

~ Southall “was
standing in the
- doorway He went
- back in the house,
and that’s when the
gunfire was
exchanged between
‘the two of them,”
Pappas said. “And
then ‘Captain
- Monier came out
the front of the
~ house injured.”
Place said offi-
cers helped Betty
- Cook get away from
the house and take
shelter in a neigh-
bor’s house some-
~ time after Southall
went inside.
Brandy Cook
said she heard five

shots but didn’t see the wounded
officer.




“I didn’t know an officer had been
hit until I was next door and I saw
them take him out. I thought he
[Southall] had shot himself,” she said.

The wounded officer was pulled
out of the line of fire by other offi-

‘cers and was taken to Harris
Methodist, where he died less than
two hours later in surgery.

“Captain Monier had apparently,
so I understand, told some of his fel-
low officers when he was being tak-
en away that he believed that he had
shot” Southall, Pappas said.

- After shooting Monier, Southall
barricaded himself in the house as
- White Settlement police, later
replaced by the Fort Worth SWAT
team and police snipers, surrounded
the residence. Police also ordered
West Elementary into a “lockdown”
to prevent students or teachers from
inadvertently walking into a danger-
ous situation. :

As the afternoon wore on, police
repeatedly attempted to contact
Southall by phone and loudspeaker
but received no response. At 4:45
p.m., they fired the first of two
‘rounds of tear gas into the residence.

‘There was no response. An hour lat-
er, after obtaining a search warrant,

‘they fired a second volley of tear gas
and stormed inside.

“Once they entered, they found
Mr. Southall dead,” Pappas said.
“Apparently he had died from the
wounds that had been inflicted in

the gunshots that were exchanged
between him and Captain Monier.”

- Police did not say where or how
many times Southall had been shot.

Brandy Cook said Southall was

retired from the military, liked guns

and said he had served in “special
services.” &

“My fiance sold him that gun,” she

said. “If we would have known he

- was nuts, we wouldn’t have sold him

the gun.”

Brandy Cook said Southall had a
horrible temper and was often mean

to her 12-year-old sister, who lived
with her grandmother and Southall.
The girl was at school at the time of
the shooting. : £

An adult grandson and his wife

also live at the home but were away

Wednesday afternoon.
Brandy Cook said Soutk
never abused the grandmo

front of her family. ~

“He wants his way or no way,” she
said. “He’s jealous. He wants her for
himself”

Late Wednesday night, Betty

Cc?ok, who was at a relative’s hotise,
said that police moved too quickly
and that more caution might have
prevented both deaths, b
“They should have listened to me
when I told them to stay away from
my l;{ouse,” she said. A
“He didn’t do anythij '
- g  anything wrong..:lﬁe
Staff writers Bill Teeter and Melody McDonald
and correspondent Anita Baker contributed'to
thiS report. ;n..al

W
d, (817) 390-7655
dboyd@star-telegram.com icl

e |

Fort Worth police officer
Charlie Cripliver talks
with Betty Cook, who
shared a house with
James Southall, the
gunman who fatally shot
a White Settlement
officer during a
confrontation at his
house Wednesday. Two of
Cook’s granddaughters
called 911 from a nearby
school to report that
Southall had pulled a gun
on them after refusing
to let them use the
telephone at the house.
The granddaughters said
. Southall abused their _
grandmother.

STAR-TELEGRAM/JILL JOHNSON

STAR-TELEGRAM/CAROLYN MARY BAUMAN

Vicki Monier rushes to Harris Methodist Fort Worth where her hus-

band, White Settlement police Capt.
was shot Wednesday investigating a

Scott Monier, was taken after he
domestic disturbance.



A Fort Worth SWAT team surrounds a house where a gunman holed up after fatally shooting a f;:;‘i‘;;'-;t‘#lz:/:.u JOHNSON

At left, White Settle-
ment officer John
Clapp wipes away
tears as he discusses
the shootout that left
a fellow officer dead.
Capt. Scott Monier
was fatally shot while
answering a domestic
disturbance call and
died in surgery a few
hours later. Monier, an
11-year veteran and
former Tarrant Coun-
ty jailer, was the first
White Settlement
officer killed in the

line of duty. At right, a
strip of black tape cov- 4
STAR-TELEGRAM/CAROLYN MARY BAuman  ©T'S Part of Clapp’s badge as a sign of mourning. ,::;

. STARTELEGRAM/CAROLYN MARY BAUMA

“He rushed to the scene to do the job he Was sworn to do,
and it cost him his life, and that's stough.”

—Gus Pappas, ‘White Settlement clty manager
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Officer,
man fired
17 shots,

chief says

Preliminary autopsy
reports indicate a

police captain and a man shot

each other repeatedly when the

officer confronted the man in a
domestic disturbance case.

By DEANNA BOYD
and MELODY McDONALD
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITERS

WHITE SETTLEMENT — A
police captain and a 68-year-old
man suspected of domestic abuse
killed each other in a brief, 17-shot
gunfight in which both emptied
their weapons, White Settlement
Police Chief David Place sa_1d
Thursday.

Preliminary autopsy results
showed that Capt. Scott Monier, -
who was not wearing a protective
vest, suffered five wounds and
James Southall seven, none of
which appeared to be self-inflicted,
Place said.

“I believe from all indications
that when Mr. Southall hit the
floor, he was probably deceased,”
Place said.

Mortally wounded in the chest

and abdomen, Monier stag-
gered out of the house where
the shooting occurred and
died about two hours later in
wery at a Fort Worth hospi-

Southall was found dead
about five hours later when a
Fort Worth SWAT team
stormed the house after
repeated attempts to contact
the man failed.

Evidence in the residence at
9009 Farmer Road indicated
that Southall fired nine shots,
possibly 10, and Monier eight,
Place said. Both empty
weapons were found in the
room where the shooting
occurred, he said.

+

“Both weapons were on the
floor with their slides locked
back, which is an indication
that the weapons are empty,”
Place said. A loaded clip was
found in Southall’s pocket.

Monier, an ll-year veteran

of the force, was responding as

a backup to other officers
about 1 p.m. Wednesday when
he entered the back door of
the house and was shot, Place
said. He said evidence indicat-
ed that Southall fired at least

twice before Monier got off his

first shot.

Monier, 37, was the first '

White Settlement police offi-
cer to die in the line of duty
and the first to be killed in
Texas this year.

Betty Cook, 65, Southall’s
girlfriend, said she could have
calmed Southall, and neither
man had to die.

“It was a useless death on

' Jim and on that officer,” she

said Thursday. “If they would
have listened to me, stayed
away from my house, Jim
would have never hurt me. I
could have went in, and we
could have left, and all of this
could have been avoided.

“I'm not putting the police
down. I'm sure they felt they
were doing their job. They
were protecting me, but they
should not have come in my
house.”
P& Police WM to the house
after Cook’s granddaugh

ar-old Brandy Cook, called

eatened her with a gun.
Monier, who had just
gturned from taking some
efnployees to lunch to celebrate
pcretary’s Day, was in the dis-
itch office when he heard that
ots had been fired and that
firee officers at the scene need-
efl backup, police said.
. Monier, who routinely
orked in the oﬁiee and rarely
. u1Ckly rushed
putting on

SCCIICWl

¢quired only of umformed

b “T think he was more con-

J edabomthesafet‘yofthe b

wter, 21-
1 and said Southall had,

- insisted.

s protective vest, a policy  Southall displayed the gun < Co

To make donations

Money is being collecte d for
the family of slain White S¢ sttle-
ment police Capt. Scott Mc nier.
Checks can be made out tc) the
Capt. Scott Monier Memoriial

2 Fund and de liv-
ered to Omn.i-
American Federal
Credit Union,,
7800 White Set-
tlement Roac/,
¥ “White Settlenient
76108, or Weath-
erford Bank,
Account No.
848552044, 101 N. Main St.,
Weatherford 76086.

"~ MONIER

citizens and also concerned

for the officers on the scene”

the chief said. !
Place said he plans to pur-

chase additional ‘equipment

and change department poli-
cies to ensure that all officers,
not just uniformed patrol offi-
cers, have instant access to
their protective vests.
“There’s going to be some
changes,” Place said. “It’s a sad
thing that it had to take the life
of one of my best officers and.

Go put that up.’”

Cook said her boyfrien
never chased the granddaugl
ters as they told reporters afte
the shooting. Instead, she sai
the granddaughters left, an
she went to a nearby store 1
buy cigarettes. She said sh
returned to find police su
rounding her home.

“I told them distinctly: ‘D
not go in my house. I can tak
care of thmgs Leave him alon
Do not go in my house, ” Coc
said. “’I‘hey saldrﬂnu.doni.g
in the

But Cook said she walke
toward the front door, whei

was backmg in the
get away ﬁ'om them. “Go
said.
“I said, Jim, go put the 8
down.” He baclted into tt
house. He wouldn’t look at m
He was scared, but I knew ]
could hear me.”
Cook said she next hea
four to five gunshots ring out

promote this, but that’s what’s
going to have to happen.”

Brandy Cook said Wednes-
day that she called police after
Southall pulled a gun on her
and her 18-year-old sister after
refusing to let them use the
telephone. Minutes before, she
said, her grandmother had
confided to them that Southall
had struck her the night
before.,

“However, Betty Cook said

Thursday that her grand-
daughters misunderstood what
'she told them. She said

Southall had thrown a key and .

hit her, and she doesn’t believe
that it was intentional.
“Tim had never touched
he never abused me, he nev
laid a hand on me,”

to her granddaughters only
after they refused to leave the
‘house as he requested, she
said.

- “He had the gun, and he
told them to leave and not to
ever come back because they
didn’ t.@o nothing but cause

Cook [

“I heard him hollering
didn’t know the officer w

even inside,” C ~ook said.

thought [Southall] might hav
shot himself or was just shoo
ing or they were shooting :
him through the window.
couldn’t figure out where th
gunfire was coming through ¢
who was doing it.”

Cook said she believes th:
Southall did not intend to hu
anyone but was surprised :
Monier’s presence in the hom
_and fired as 2 reflex.

%I think if was 'Because b
scared him,” Cook said. “I'
sure the officer probabl

ThE W thought‘he could get u

' behind him and maybe appx
hend h m I do feel hke h

Leon and' ¢ 1€
about fﬂ‘yﬁa a
Southall; a_ dxvdrced‘{afhc
learned that(fook was living i
White Settlerent.

“We en]oyed each other
company,” said Cook, whos
~ husband died years ago. “W
both were alone. We enjoye!
traveling. We enjoyed bein,



with each other. We could LE !

over old times.”

Place said Cook callegs
Thursday to complain about thq}g
condition of her house after th&
shooting. The Police Dep.
ment will provide money from :
a special fund to help w1th»

« cleanup and repairs, he said.

Cook said Southall was a‘

ilit: “secret service”
and once served as a b(fdy-
guard to President F.lsenhower.

retired A1r Force pllot in thg i

“I don't know how many times I've broken down today
— Santino Flores, White Settlement police dispatcher

Communities rally round
family of slain otficer

By GALE BRADFORD
SPECIAL TO THE STAR-TELEGRAM

and MELODY McDONALD
STARTELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

As slain Police Capt. Scott
Monier’s family prepared a for-
mal farewell to him for Satur-
day, friends, acquaintances and
strangers informally noted his
passing Thursday with flowers,
cards, candles and anecdotes
about an amazingly affable
man.

Monier’s funeral is sched-

uled for 2 p.m. Saturday at The -

Church in Peaster followed by
burial -at Zion Hill Cemetery
north of Weatherford.

“All these are from the pub-
lic,” White Settlement Officer
John Clapp said of the tokens
that reached from an outside
monument of a policeman to
the inside of the station.

“He has done a lot for this
community; he has touched
them.”

Meanwhile, Monier’s col-
leagues, the tiny town of Peast-
er and the close-knit school dis-
trict where his wife teaches and
his two daughters are enrolled
wrapped themselves around
the mourning family.

“We've got two little girls to
raise,” Peaster Elementary
School priricipal Roy Ryan said.

The extended family linked by
love instead of blood will have to
find a way to make it up to Sami

m People heaped
flowers, cards
and candles in memory of
slain police Capt. Scott

Monier while his family
planned his funeral.

Jo Monier, who turns 11 today
without the usual birthday cele-
bration with her daddy. And
they’ll have to reassure Sami Jo
even though she can’t represent
her church at a state Bible com-
petition as planned this weekend.
Peaster Elementary’s 45
teachers and aides want to
make sure that first grade
teacher Vicki Monier, who has
36 sick and personal days
remaining for the school year,
has sufficient paid leave to
grieve the loss of her husband
and comfort her children.

“All of my teachers have
donated their sick days and
personal days to charge against
their accounts so [Vicki] won’t
lose any time from this
tragedy,” Ryan said.

Two funds have been started
for the family, one begun with a
$1,000 donation from the ele-
mentary school’s Parent
Teacher Organization. Students

‘throughout the Peaster district

are also contributing.

“We've got some little boys
in the fifth grade taking up
money, and they want to plant a
tree outside Mrs. Monier’s win-

dow — let her rehmember and
see that tree over the years,”

Ryan said.
Ryan explained to 412 stu-

‘dents Thursday morning that

the husband of Vicki Monier
and the father of fifth-grader
Sami Jo and first-grader Lacy
was killed while working as a
policeman. :

The principal reminded the
children of the deaths of New
York City policemen and fire-
fighters on Sept. 1L

“That was far away from us
and harder for us to under-

‘stand,” he said. “But yesterday,

we had a policeman killed here
locally and we do understand
that because it was Mrs.
Monier’s husband.”

Peaster teachers set up a
schedule to take food to the
family for the next two weeks,
and a radio station will donate
food to police officers who are
coming from afar to help honor
afallen brother.

White Settlement police offi-
cers wore black tape across
their badges Thursday. Outside
the police station, dispatcher
Santino Flores, who was off
duty, stopped by to drop off

flowers. Flores embraced a

friend at the station.

“I don’t know how many
times I've broken down today,”
Flores said. “It’s a deafening
blow.”

1
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One little girl left a basket of

L'stuffed bears. As the pair

i\

v [Walked away, a flower shop van

‘pulled into the parking lot,
undoubtedly with another

t delivery.

Residents seemed com-

| pelled to describe their encoun-

ters with Monier.

One man said that when his
sister was sick in Tllinois seven
or eight years ago, White Set-
tlement police were alerted and

Police public information officer John

STARTELEGRAM/CAROLYN MARY BAUMAN-
Clapp fights back tears Thursgz-

day as Connie Davis brings flowers in memory 9f Capt. Scott Monieﬁ%
to the White Settlement Law Enforcement Building. B
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1935 -

Betty Carol Richardson,

Department died April 27

Funeral 4 p.m.

Carol was born Sept. 3

Mae Coate Hudelson,
» Gainesville.

1958

Her husband preceded her

Survivors:

Daughter,

Richardson of Mansfiel

Arrow,

Oklahoma.

Leigh Ann Wri

d,

66,

1935,

a jailer for
» 2002 at Harris

the dau
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Methodist

Friday at Blessing Colonial Chapel,

in death April 19, 1971.

Bud Hudelson

()
asked to deliver him the mes»
sage, Place said. The man,
stopped Thursday to say he
appreciated Monier’s kingd.
approach. T

Place said of the responsés
“It’s what I expect from the réi-f,
idents. They know what the tr
als and tribulations of the:
police are. It is a community,

but again a family” W
Correspondent Anita Baker -
contributed to thisreport. 7%

1

Tarrant County Sheriff's

Hospital.
Mansfield.

ghter of Cecil and Bertha
and married Roy Lee Richardson,
She was a

April 4,

member of the Church of Christ.

ght of Mansfield; son, Brad
and brother,

of Broken
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Pohce llcense lapses could

mvahdate tlckets

By JASMINE KRIPALANT

- STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

MARSHALL CREEK — Police

~officers have been working with

- expired peace officer licenses for
months, throwing into question the

~validity of hundreds of the depart-
ment’s citations and several arrests,
according to a state agency.

T Wilhams -and Sgt.. Kevm goelefs

m A state agency says
ENS’NG David Williams’ peace
officer license expired before he
was hired as Marshall Creek police
chief three months ago. :

hcensesexpiredAug.&becausethey
failed to complete required

i coursework,
said Steve Myers, spokesman for the
Texas Commissmn on Law Enforce-‘

: "If‘?nu have an expu'ed hcense,

‘ymicannotworkas apohce officer,”

Myers said.

Wiﬂmswashmedaspolicechlef

in this town of 43l residents in Janu-
ary, afbﬁm 13 months after ending a

sheriff. He did not respond
day to telephone calls or a

S&demedthathrslmense

i i
"ml‘ham correct,” he sald. “I’m not
going to give information over the
phone.lfyouneedtotalktome,senda
request. I don't have time to talk to you.”
Mayor Kevin Jones would not say.
whether the town will refund the
collected from the citations.

money ¢
amount could run into thou-
{Fhe. Board of

sandsofdanm.Atarecem

rmen meeting, Town Sec-!’
:f:\eltc:'y Jan Files said the Police
AP epartment issued 122 cita-
" ons during February. The
“ﬁnes and court costs of those
'mtauons, fﬂ:eyueallcollect .
‘ed would amount to ,about
'$6000 Fllessald- ¥ Bk

‘mn and Flower Mound,

eight-year stint as Tarrant

: A similar case m Tarrant

- 2County last month forced the -

:Shenff’s Department to

wrefund six months worth of

Chief David Williams and one of his &

-tlckets written by Constable

h]ack Allen, whose license had

“expired.

5 - Williams, 48, earns $28 000

as police chief and supervises

vo officers i arshall
k, which 4§ between

‘earned about $107,000 annual-
ly and su about 1,300
employees for the state’s third
t he was often at odds

with the Comrmssmners

Court, agamst which he filed a

’Iﬁs-u% claiming the c court did

allocate enough money to
his department. He later
dropped that lawsuit. '
When Williams and
Ancelet were hired in Mar-
shall Creek, town officials
apparently failed to notify the
state licensing agency. Conse-
quently, the two did not

receive letters notifying them
to renew their licenses, Myers

said. -
Wi]hams did not complete
the 40 hours of continuing

education courses that the =~

state requires. Ancelet com-
pleted the 40 hours but failed

to take a required mVestxgatwe

 course, Myers said.

The town also faces ques-
tions about the Police Depart- &
ment g traffic citati
on‘fw;’outmde Mars all
Creek. Williams and Mayor
Jones have previously said the

area in question is a part of
Marshall Creek Park, which is
federal property, and that the
department had an agreement
with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to patrol it.

But the town’s agreement
with the Corps expired in Sep-
tember, Corps spokeswoman
Anita Horky said. Under the
agreement, the Marshall
Creek Police Department
needed permission from Den-
ton County to patrol that sec-
tion of U.S. 377. Permission-
was never sought or granted,
said Kevin Patton, spokesman
for the Denton County Sher-
iff’s Department.

After a reporter asked thls
week about the c1tat10ns
rlssued on U.S

Stephen Stmnett of Hmst is
one of many motonsj:s_who
received a speeding citation
from Ancelet on U.S. 377 in
mid-February. He pleaded no -
contest and paid $100 in ﬁnes
and court costs. :
' “Unfortunately, I already
appeared, and although I find
it interesting, I don’t imagine
Marshall Creek would refund
-my money,” Stinnett, 44, said
Wednesday. “It wasn’t worth
‘my time in the first place, and
it’s not worth any more of my
time.” :
Laura Earles of Flower !
Mound paid Marshall Creek
$154.25 for a speeding citation
she received on U.S. 377.

“I'm mad that I paid the
whole thing,” she said. “I
mean, I dxdn’t even know
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Scofflaw lawman redux

MARSHALL CREEK — | Folks in Marshall
Obviously, no job is too small Creek say they
for former Tarrant County think the news media are
Sheriff David Williams. making too big a deal of
- From shenﬁ'pfa county _lapsed police officers’
with a population of 1.5 million licenses.
s v peﬁple,he%:enttoa]obas
police chief in an 8-block-long 1
Dol Kesnady town of 431 ¢ :
COMMENTARY He still can’t get it nghr. !
Hundreds of traffic tickets
are unenforceable. More
speeding tickets are in doubt
because th? were written on
J.S. 377 a mile-and-a-half and a Sears appliance repair- “invited” by police. Dee can stay uninvolved for at least
iway from town — where the =~ ™aD- ‘Anderson, the Arlington police two more years. A majority of -
mayor says police were “ver-. | The U.S. Army Corps of spokesman, said nobody invit-  the town council would have
bally invited” to patrol federal - Engineers contracted with the ed the sheriff. been up for re-election today,
' town to patrol a nearby park Anderson is now the sheriff. but the election was canceled
As usual, Williams was_ »ucxl']om Septein;ber. ;I;;;h:ihway 5 Ifthltle Marsl;all Creek Town becauseno challengers filed.
howhere in sight Thursday SES A NEVe SR ouncil is embarrassed that “People don’t want to hel
hight when the town council pro&e#y :ltl::he creek. the long arm of their law offi-  said Alderman John Murdocli’t,
fnet to learn hogu t;h; nedw i i gx,':eukacpot rh“‘cféo“t’ :ermsg;";sa ;aPP:;lhg motons:s on ;0, a retired bus driver elected '
$28,000-a-year an ‘ arshll C : nowhere near town  last year as a write-in candi-
another officer fatled to renew. oS¢ to iontmue the patrols, — without wr}tten authority date for an open seat. “They’'d
ﬂlelrwnhamspeace 0::;:?5 licenses. ]on(e)sf cs:ilurse i stied ‘The ;l—ag‘:x‘ilgiz‘ﬂdn ttell it Thurs-  rather come down here and
i‘ o philosop{x.;":ghtthai‘s  motorists on U.S. 377 are the ~ The council of five alder- A et
t town’s cash cow. There’s no men met behind the closed Afies the closed susfing, he
;myDenonCountytown. i ~ and Jones said the town needs
Since he took over, a highway in Marshall Creek. wooden front door of the town
St iy Lantowée wfm" Jones said the “invitation” hall and declared a “public iﬁﬁmloheﬁhe’“f;‘;
pohce“won’tanswathe mmg:;;;‘xﬁf gy ’Zfﬁ,y:fe%riﬁﬁ :f «\ﬂ:lvi heensesandhlghway tickets
g med 1 u:wgiittenpermissiontopatml Back the Blue. Su rtMar-" ;
wd’,_m o ‘S"pm,"ﬂ’,‘;;“me’m ' the highway, even after the - shall Creek Bl “Every time something
of 22 houses in a town that is written contract had run out. ~ Above it, an older sign COmSS ujyShurdees said, “the
mostly an old mobile-home ~ [he town has no proof of the  warned, “Notice. Oridances BN sipeteeie Marshall
k. “T went to the police sta- 287S€Tent he said. Will Be Enforced” That's the ~ CT°K" » ;
gn = Coreited b el “We have provided safety ... spelling. ‘ From the back of the cham-
§om houses < “buk they won't with or without a contract, Little boys rode bicycles ber, Town Secretary Jan Files
even answer the door.” because safety isanissue,” and scuffled in the parking lot spokeup. :
i The Marshall Creek police said Jones, elected last May to  as about 20 adults stood onthe ~ “Iwantto ask the media
aogan must be, “Don't Call Us a tWT%'gear term. - porch shouting complaints. 'something,” she said. 2 s
s WeltCalYyon> - smtl:dereallY familiat.  Alderman Jim McCoy, 75,  “Would y’allbeheretoday
Emtnstead, police went calling borkemem? r Hurricane Har- ;vl'as axgc:xﬁg the lmltl ;loa Sréxev: 1‘;‘ this didn’t involve David
passing motorists out west & ; b b o illiams?” ‘
bftown along nearby U 377 mggtbgmk;:‘“ oue Mayy: toki it waslegl o potzol e - = a DRy AL B0
men&eekangafedeml water park. Police were calm- federal land. : -thlsMamhallCreekdadn’tﬁave
floodway between Roanoke ing the crowd and reassuring  “Itry not to get involved in Memmm“md '
and Flower Mound. - tourists when Williams barged the police business any more Dadls Wgwite o
Aformermanageratl,ake :xrrtthang’rmyofoﬂicersand than I have to,” said McCoy, a mesmmmmm
-asked for police S ' - retired mechanic. s S N :
pa&ol:,saldahanmdpgdarshaﬂ  The sheriff said he was , Three of the five aldermen ' 4317)390-7538 :

preekMayoxKemn}ones,%
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EDITORIALS

Lack of license

Former Tarrant County Sheriff
David Williams was back in the news
 recently for working as police chief of
Marshall Creek long after his state
peace officer’s license had lar

Poking fun at Williams is about as

sporting as kicking kittens — it doesn’t

take much effort. But there’s a bigger
issue here than just the continuing tra-
vails of North Texas’ Barney Fife.

It would be a mistake to think that

Williams and Marshall Creek Sgt.

Kevin Ancelet were the only two

peace officers in the state whose -

licenses expired yet who were still
performing police duties. :

The Texas Commission on Law
Enforcement Officer Standards and
Education (TCLEOSE) requires that

all certified peace officers, reserves

and jailers complete | latively man-
dated continuing education every two

years to keep their licenses current.

The clock for the 1999-2000 cycle ran

out at midnight Aug.31,2001.

According to TCLEOSE records,
1,800 officers — “give or take,” says
spokesman Steve Myers — may be
working somewhere in the state with-
out having completed that course work.

“May be working” is the operative
phrase. Internal record keeping is
apparently not the strong suit of the
law enforcement world.

TCLEOSE officials said that any one
of several reasons could be to blame
for why these individuals’ records are
incomplete — they left law enforce-
ment, they took the training but their
employers didn’t get proof to
TCLEOSE, the commission improperly
logged the training, or the officer died.

Commission officials are in the

Fprocess of contacting individuals
through their last known employers to
find out which of these applies.

The seemingly lackadaisical
approach to record ing is a symp-
tom of a bigger problem of deflected
responsibility. Individual officers bear
the obligation of staying current in

their training, e s
People with state-issued licenses —
from a driver’s license to a cosmeml.
to make sure they comply with state
mﬂ‘r‘hﬁons. L s S B

When the license in question gives
someone the right to carry a gun, that
personal burden is magnified. There
should never be a question as to
whether a police officer is legally qual-
ified to write a ticket or make an arrest.

Unfortunately, too ' many peace offi-
cers think it’s the exclusive duty of their
employers to keep tabs on their records.

~ But the license isn’t issued to the

department — it’s issued to the individ-
ual and goes where he or she goes if
employment ers aren’t
e v gy ke
Texas peace offi-
cers working with-
out proper credentials may be set-
ting up law enforcement agencies
foralegalfall. . '

~ That said, it is the department’s job
- to make sure that every officer knows
the state requirements for maintaining
‘an active license, and department
administration must make sure that
officers are taking the courses. An
‘agency that allows a person with an
expired license to work as a peace offi-
cer is subject to civil liability lawsuits.
And a chief administrator who contin-
ues the appointment of an unlicensed
_person is subject to criminal penalties
under the state’s occupations code.
Tarrant County has already refund-
~ed money for tickets written by Con-
stable Jack Allen in the six months
after his license lapsed. ;

The issue of unlicensed people per-
forming the duties of licensed law
enforcement agents is more serious
than refunding traffic tickets, although
that in itself is a pain. . =

Imagine an unlicensed homicide
detective gathering crime scene evi-
dence or making an arrest. A savvy
defense attorney will be all over the
legality of those actions.

It may not be an automatic disqual-
ification of the detective’s work, but it
would require the district attorney’s
office to do some fancy footwork to
- defend the department.

CERTIFICATION

Law enforcement agencies bear the

 blame for not notifying TCLEOSE in
- timely manner when training is com-

pleted or when officers leave their

- employment. Unfortunately, there is
- Mo _consequence written into the law

or commission policies for negligent
departments.

TCLEOSE doesn’t escape some of
the burden, either. Spokesman Myers
says that some of the records that the
commission receives from law
enforcement agencies are handwritten,
and it’s hard to decipher the writing.

“We use Social Security numbers as
identifiers, and sometimes they can be
transposed,” Myers said. .

. TCLEOSE is responsible for certi-
fying more than 70,000 peace officers,
reserve officers and sheriff’s depart-
ment jailers across Texas. . :
In this day of computers, the notion

- that TCLEOSE accepts handwritten
-records for the more than 70,000 indi-

viduals whom it certifies is mindbog-
gling. Standardized, computerized forms
should be the first order of the day.

If a department is so small — or so
poor — that it isn’t computerized, then
the information can be submitted in a
form not unlike standardized testing
in schools — fill in the appropriate
bubble with a No. 2 pencil.
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David Wllllams was
hired by Marshall

Creek in January.

~ An officer cannot perform his
More on RESIGNATION on 10B

have been thrown into question
as a result of the expired licens-
es, but Marshall Creek officials

-Law Enforcement Officer Stan- . |
dards and Education. Hundreds
of citations and several arrests

_ ing to the Texas Commission on

His resignation will be effec-
‘Williams, a former Tarrant
s May 2 meeting, which
rompted by revelations

County sheriff, and Sgt. Kevin
Ancelet were the focus of the

board’

Kevin Jones said.
months earlier.

~ RESIGNATION

Continued from 1B

declined to say whether the
town will issue refunds to peo-
ple who have already paid
fines and court costs.

“That’s pending, and [we]
cannot comment on that,”
Jones said.

Alderman Jim McCoy said
the issue is none of his busi-
ness. ;

“I try to keep my nose out
of police business because I'm
not up well on it,” he said.
“Laws in Austin change so
much that I don’t think people
down there can keep up.”

Williams was hired as chief
on Jan. 29, 13 months after end-
ing his tenure as sheriff of the
state’s third most populous

county. As Tarrant County-

sheriff, Williams earned
$107,304 and supervised about
1,300 employees. As chief of
police for Marshall Creek, he
earned $28,000 a year and
supervised two officers.

| “Any job that’s worth doing
is important, and I think the
people of Marshall Creek are
important,” he said when he
was hired.

Alderman Lonnie Egerton

resignation. “I figured he
would leave as soon as he got
his license renewed, and sure
enough he did,” Egerton said.

Jones said Ancelet has also
completed the required course
work to have his license
renewed and will remain as
sergeant. Williams’ resignation
leaves the town with two offi-
cers.

-“Ancelet returns to his nor-
mal duties,” Jones said.

The Texas Commission on
Law Enforcement Officer
Standards and Education was
closed late Tuesday and could

" not confirm whether Williams’

and Ancelet’s licenses had
been reinstated.

Jones did not say whether
Ancelet will continue issuing
traffic citations on U.S. 377,
which is outside the town’s
limits. Upon being questioned |
about the practice, Williams
prevmusly said the town had
stopped issuing citations on
that stretch of highway.

McCoy said aldermen will
discuss appomtxng a new
police chief at a future meet-
ing. Py

Jasmine Kripalani, (817) 685-3877

said he expected Williams’ jkripalani@star-telegram.com

gives noreason  tive the first week in June, Mayor duties without a license, accord-

for his resignation as Mar- -

David Williams
for his decision, officials was p

Reading from a handwritten
te, Williams offered no expla-

RESIGNATION
shall Creek chief of police.

comment Tuesday.

ief David Williams
‘his resignation at a

hastily called meeting Monday
_ night, 11 days after the Board of nO

officer’s license.

- job despite an expired peace said. He could not be reached for that their licenses had expired

-Aldermen said he could keep his nation
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TARRANT COUNTY
Sheriff’s jail worker
arrested in rape case

A Tarrant County sheriff’s
‘jail employee arrested Sunday
on accusations of sexually
assaulting a 17-year-old Pelican
Bay woman has been suspend-
ed with pay, sheriff’s depart-
ment officials said Monday.

Albert Mitchell, a 40-year-
old civilian employee, was
released from Westworth Vil-
lage jail Monday on $50,000

Pehcan Bay Police Chief
Robert Loar said Mitchell and
the woman had apparently
known each other about a
month. The woman told police
Mitchell had come to her house
at her invitation Wednesday

StarTelegram | Saturday, June 15,2002

TARRANT COUNTY
' SHERIFFS OFFICE
LEGAL NOTICE
'l'he iollowmg person{s) have registered
' with the Tarrant County Sheriff’s Office as
a convicted sex offender: - %
Christopher “Jason” G-ném a 24 year old |
W/M, 5645 Bcllaxre Dr. S., #506,
Benbrook, TX 76109, lndeoent Exposure,
victim - F/40 year old. This offender’s risk
level is unknown, ‘Photo-of offender can
be viewed on the internet: s

7 V’W.. .. _' rds. »,J e ; =
con el Depanmemo Del Sherife de

Tarrant County como pcrsoms convictas |
de ofensas sexuales: i

"Chr.stnphe.r “Jason” Garrett, 24 afios edad
W/M, 5645 Bellmre Dr. S. #506,
Benbrook, TX 76109. Indecente
Exposxc:on de Geni 1ct1ma - F/40 |
afios. El mivel ‘de ‘riesgo de este
delincuente no es disponible. Fotos del
de&hwememel’hmnu: .
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Sgt. Leo Rice outlines his
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deputies.

patrol area for Executive
Chief Deputy Bob Knowles

By PEYTON D. WOODSON

during Knowles' recent
weekend night shift. The

department’s top officers

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

FORT WORTH — Executive
Chief Deputy Bob Knowles stood on

are rotating overnight

shifts to be more accessi-
ble to the night-shift

deputies.

aw Boulevard

agin

de of busy S
on a recent night and watched as a

i

the s

Sheriff’s Department sergeant and

uties worked a minor traffic acci-
aginaw city

dent near the S

dep

SPECIAL TO THE STAR-TELEGRAM/RICHARD P. RODRIGUEZ

line.

Knowles was there as part of a

PATROL

Continued from 1B

with the knowledge they have.
It’s a good benefit to have

| them on.”

The initiative was started

| by Sheriff Dee Anderson, who
| this month was the first to
| work the managing officer

rotation. He said it was his
first return to night duty since
he worked patrol with the

| Arlington Police Department.

(] Sy
= mbmmomm
) nMrdOD
2 o‘enmmO

n —

ew cBEe S
g8 SBESeC
il
ST
BoEvdeast
. & 2. o
§AEsY B
ddmma..t,t
e - e T e T
BiHcgedg
.mw.mt .| .m

Itt.m;&
BB os 25838
oEz 2885
g S» G o

i i
5858 3%
.Us.mcm CWN&
29w et~ 8
= uW.m S
QST g ©.6°
d.m.m.mc gdg
sighs E8%
2588 Pog
(=¥ Omn w B
A el T e
0.8 .,mn mde
“gASS .25
Son.ﬁ =0
o L T8 Py i -
aA&.nms,m Pcm
Cecrn PP YL SN
g e Y o935
(s e~ RS
S.2 00.5 iz
wE Q23854
UOquMmIOC
STEINSE RBE
HLideEpg®w o
smmwmm. g
.MWO.D 0 g
5O H o s S
- > = &
Seamuh
BESSE Ry S
m.fmsde 7}
(THNS) b= Q m
S OmAE 8
2l bgdke @
“mWoFOd.me.m
Tt —
momeemm%..m?
O gEagOF
%mmdw [ s |
=1 .Smgm..e.lm,

(] {
.mm. H2er 8

CEEEEEEE
. 0 |
SyE8eeE |

Anderson was sworn in as Tar-
rant County sheriff in January

2001, replacing David
Williams, who had held the
post for eight years.

“I was really interested in
watching the deputies work,”
Anderson said. “I tried not to
intervene. I was really
impressed with the work they
did on the calls. I was
impressed with their ability to
problem-solve.”

The duty will rotate each
week among Anderson and
nine other command officers.

Deputies typically patrol
the unincorporated parts of
Tarrant County, but they also
have jurisdiction within city
limits. In May, patrol deputies
worked an average of 254 calls
a day Sundays through Thurs-
day. They logged 197 calls on
Fridays in May and 167 calls on
Saturdays.

During summer months,
weekend night calls tend to
increase, Smith said.

“When it gets hotter,

StarTelegram | Saturday, June 22, 2002

=SPECIAL TO THE STAR-TELEGRAM/RICHARD W. aoUm_ocmN;
Tarrant County Executive Chief Deputy Bob Knowles and Sgt. r»o
Rice discuss m prowler call with Deputy Howard Johnson.

domestic disturbances and bar
fights go up with people’s ele-
vated temperatures,” Smith
said.

The Sheriff’s Department is
not the first local law enforce-
ment agency to return manag-
ing officers to patrol shifts.
Last year, as a quick fix for a
shortage of patrol officers, the
Fort Worth Police Department
returned more officers to the
streets. The rotation included
all officers through the rank of
captain from such divisions as
homicide, burglary, auto theft,
gangs, narcotics and SWAT.

Knowles, who supervises
the Tarrant County jails, nor-
mally works 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. He
occasionally works nights to
monitor jail operations and
staff, but working patrol was

¥
,,__

something new. {

On this night, Knowles _.oao r
shotgun as Sgt. Leo Rice
prowled the back roads om
northwest Tarrant Oo::Sr
nrmn_cbm bars and conve-
nience stores. It was a nEQ
night with no calls requiring m
command officer’s input. §

“It’s been a positive experis,
ence,” Anderson said of the
rotation. “The deputies are|
surprised and glad to see the,
management people out there’|
that time of night. m<mn<ozm,
has said they’ve learned EEMm

“We said all along the com:- |
mand people will have an-
open-door policy,” he said.:
“This is another way to get us:
close to these people.”

Peyton D. Woodson, (817) 390-7539
E_zop._me__@m:q..s_maa___.s___
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By NEIL STRASSMAN

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
* FORT WORTH — The
ﬁenﬁ‘s Commissary Fund is
lanaged properly, Tarrant
ty auditors said Tuesday,
but no county official can say
how most of $354,000 trans-
fmedthreeyearsagotoareh-
gious nonprofit organization by

“ﬁm#

% il

o v-*"y ‘f:r

former Sheriff David Williams .

msspent. ey

- In an audit covering the year
tQat ended Sept. 30 — the end
~of Williams® term and the
'begmnmg of Sheriff Dee
Anderson’s — 'County Auditor
Renee Tidwell found the
account — used to buy inmates

soap and toothpaste, law books,
ketballs and TV sets — to
mgood shape

. Nearly $99 000 had been
nt on inmate supplies and
g facilities, and the account
had a cash balance of almost
000 she said in a report

ers Ooutt.
. But the contract with Mid-
%tes Inc. to provide the ser-
in the jail expired Feb. 1,
@1 and must be rebid, Tid-
hells report says. The Sheriff’s
artment will solicit bids for
Qe contract to operate the

months, Anderson said. Mid-
onth to month.

The bulk of the money
_Tlmms moved to the non-

to the Connmssxop—‘

commissary in the next few

'.teshasbeendomgthe]ob,

ail fund sound;
by ex-sheriff
questions

Tarrant County’s
jail commissary
fund is in good shape, but
questions remain about
expenditures made under

former Sheriff David
Williams.

public accounting of that mon-
ey. There is no record of what
happened to it,” Anderson said.
When he took office in 2001,
the commissary account was “a
separate checkbook,” Anderson
said, adding that he moved the

account to the county treasur-

er’s office.
Neither Williams nor Atwell
could be reached to comment.

' When Williams was sheriff,

Texas law gave the county sher-
iffs exclusive control of com-
missary funds. The money in
the fund comes from $2 the
commissary operator pays to
the county for each inmate,

‘based on the average monthly

jail census. All expenditures
must be used for the benefit of
inmates.

On June 1, 1999, Williams
signed a contract with Atwell’s
organization, and eventually
the $354,000 was shifted to the
nonprofit chaplaincy. While
Williams was required to main-
tain records of money spent
from the fund, the nonprofit
was not required to keep such
records and was not sub]ect to
a county audit.

“No elected official should
- have that kind of authority

without oversight,” Commis-

-sioner Glen Whitley said. “It

was state law at the time that
the sheriff could make that
dec1s10n. He entered into a con-

David Williams
transferred
$354,000 to a
friend's reli-
gious organi-
zation.

tract with a friend of his and
gave him $300,000 to do what.”

Atwell told the Star-
Telegram in March 2000 that
he is not required to make pub-
lic how his group was spending *
the funds because “this money
is no longer considered com-
missary money once it comes
tous”

Part of the money, Atwell
acknowledged later, was used
to pay for a $770-per-month
apartment in downtown Fort
Worth that he used as an office.

The Sheriff’s Department
under Williams maintained
that it was following the law by
recording only the bulk pay-
ments made to Faith Restora—
tive.

In June 2000 a state dlstnct
judge issued an order tem-
porarily blocking Williams
from going into business with a
national vendor, Aramark
Corp., and the jail ministry

group after the county sued the
sheriff. The suit became moot
when Anderson was elected.

After the flap with Williams,

‘county commissioners suc-

cessfully lobbied to get a state
law passed solely for Tarrant
County that required Commis-
sioners Court approval of any
sheriff’s commissary contract _
and of expenditures from the
fll]ld. 3 - Z

~ “Somewhere between the
sheriff [Williams] and the
chaplain, that money was used
or paid out,” Commissioner J.D.
Johnson said. “I don’t have an
answer as to where it went.”

* Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
strass@str-telmn.‘;ogr b
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THE INSIDER REPORT

Hey, a road trip is a road trlpi

Wea/mg a name tag that said “for-
mer wneriff” David Williams — Tar-
razit County’s former, two-term top
#op who was trounced in the last
election — attended a recent Nation-

“al Sheriffs’ Association conference in
Tulsa, Okla., where he ran into his
replacement, Dee Anderson. -

Williams told Anderson that he
was there because he had “a lot of old
friends” attending the five-day con-
ference. : ]

“It was all fairly pleasant,” Ander-
son said of Williams’ appearance, but
“just a little puzzling” '

Williams even attended an event
for sheriffs from urban counties with
a population of more than 500,000
residents. Some thought that was a
little odd, given that Williams recent-
ly resigned as chief of a two-office:

+

police department in Marshall Creek,
populatlon 43].




{i‘? “There’s nothlng in

|[any. heartburn,” said Sgt.

Fri%y, July 19, 2002

By NEIL STRASSMAN
STARTELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

Big hair and cornrows are out at
the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Department. Neat and trim is in.

Sheriff Dee Anderson, who
implemented new grooming and

uniform standards this week, is’

checking the color of the hair and
taking the measure of the mustach-
es among his employees.

The Tarrant
REGULATION
County Sheriff's

Department has a new policy on

employee grooming.

His own whiskers, which do not
hang over his top lip and are
shaved close to the corners of his
mouth, follow the new regulanons,
he said.

Sheriff gets tough on hair

maintain the standard Anderson
said.

The new rules were prompted
by sheriff’s employees who wanted
“professionalism” brought into the
agency and are designed to ensure
that prisoners cannot gain an
advantage by grabbing hair, Ander-
son said. :

“We need to look and act the

“I have to keep it trimmed to

More on REGULATIONS on 3B

REGULATIONS

Contmued from 1B

e

part ” he said. “Everyone wants to be
tr%ated like a law enforcement professlon—
dl. From the day I got here, that is what I
lgm*e heard.”

“'Sheriff’s employee orgamzanons
Volced support for the
new groommg and dress
standards :

thgre that should create

. Don Kraul, president of
_the Fraternal Order of
J’@hce orgamzatlon, which
presents some Tarrant
County sheriff’s employees

ANDERSON

-+, “Common sense has got to play a big

path”
IJnder the new rules, umformed men

; camot have hair that touches the collar

or extends over the ear.

* Uniformed women are not perm1tted !

ails, cornrows, dreadlocks or large

%:a: loosely hanging braids, ponytails,
ffant hair. Only secured ponytails and

e 71 7 o e Sl B

braids may be worn.

- Sheriff’s employees who don’t wear
uniforms must follow similar rules and
avoid styles that “do not present a busi-
ness-like image,” according to the policy.

“The length and bulk of the hair will
not be excessive or present a ragged
unkempt or extreme appearance,” and

-“exotic, fad or eccentric haircuts, colors

or styles” are out, the regulations state.
The rules even dictate aceceptable

“frosting color.” Some is allowed, but not.

so much that it contrasts “to an unusual
degree” with remaining hair color, the
policy states.

A diverse sheriff’s department com-
mittee of men and women of various

races came up with the new rules, Ander-

son said.

“This is all sub]ectlve, Anderson said.

“We are trying to keep people from

streaking their hair green or purple. As

long as it looks. professronal and accept-
able, that is our concern.”

“Supervisors will talk with employees
who appear to wolate the code, Anderson
said.

Last year, tougher groommg standards
at the Dallas Police Department led to the

firing of two officers for insubordination,
said Dallas police spokeswoman Janice

Houston. Most of nearly two dozen offi-

cers whose hairstyles were questioned,
including a department spokesman, got
haircuts.

Most other large sheriff’s departments
in Texas said that they have similar
grooming rules but that they are less spe-
cific than the new guidelines in Tarrant
County.

In Bexar County, where the sherlff
recently wore a beard, the rules are a little
looser, said Chief Deputy Jim Templeton.

“I have seen some of the young ladies
with braids,” Templeton said. “For some
of the African-American women, it could
be a good thing having short bralds close
to their heads.”

Templeton said that styles change and
that some civilians are ‘now wearing
braids. '

- “Nobody says anythmg if someone can |

do their job and it doesn’t interfere,” he

said. “It keeps racial harmony, and braids

‘can glve an opportumty to be well

ed.”
In Harrls, the most populous Texas
county, which includes Houston, the poli-
cy is “very generic,” said sheriff’s

spokesman Lt. Robert Van Pelt.

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
. strass@star-telegram.com
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Report:
Mansfield
jail saved
city funds

The Mansfield Jail contract brought
_ savings to the city but costs more

“than last year's contract with Tarrant Coun-
ty, a cost report indicates.

By ANNA M. TINSLEY

7 STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
FORT WORTH — Booking inmates into
Mansfield’s jail saved the city about $130,000 off
what it would have cost to use Tarrant County’s
jail, according to a cost study released Friday.
But the city of Fort Worth may need to amend
its contract with Mansfield — and increase its
costs — because of unexpected administrative

expenses, City Manager Gary Jackson said, = -

The study is the first public look at jail costs
since the city ended a longtime agreement with
Tarrant County and transferred its prisoners to
Mansﬁeld e L ; :

- The costs, however, are hiiﬁdreds of thou-

sands of dollars more than the city paid last year
under the old contract with the county, the

~_report shows, & : ,
~ “This year, the cost would have gone up sig-
~ nificantly, and more under the Tarrant County

proposal than under the Mansfield contract,”

 Jackson said.

~ These issues are coming up as the city

reviews the jail contract and prepares for possi-

ble negotiations on the second year of the con-

tract, he said. = | i ‘
Councilman Chuck Silcox voiced concerns

 about the possible increase in jail costs,

JAIL

Continued from 1B

“I'm not too sure we made
the right decision with this con-
tract,” he said. “When we made
the deal with Mansfield, it was
to save $1 million a year, and
now that’s down to several hun-
dred thousand a year.

“I just want to make sure we
are getting the right deal for our
taxpayers.”

The city paid the county $1.7
million for jail services between
June and November 2001. But
the county’s last proposal,
before negotiations with the
city ended, would have cost $2.2
million in its first six months,
from December 2001 to May
2002, according to the study.

County Administrator G.K.
Maenius questioned the city’s
calculations of what Tarrant
County’s proposal would have
cost. “There’s no way anyone

- can determine what the cost of

the county contract would have
been, unless you take the num-
ber of inmates sent to Mansfield
and utilize the cost elements we
proposed,” he said. ;

e

City Council members will
be briefed on an evaluation of
the jail contract — and asked
how they want to proceed with
contract negotiations — in 30
days, Jackson said.

“At this point, I don’t see a
compelling reason to discontin-
ue the contract,” Jackson said.
“But this will be a council deci-
sion.”

Fort Worth signed a deal

with Mansfield that started Dec.
for five years.

The study concluded that the.
city saved $130,570 by compar-
ing the first six months of the
Mansfield contract against costs
that would have been incurred
under the last terms the county
offered.

The study also shows that

operating costs during the first

six months under the Mansfield
contract were $423,762 higher
than the city paid the county
during the last six months of its
old contract.

Assistant City Manager Lib-
by Watson said Mansfield offi-
cials are seeking additional
funds to cover an increase in
administrative costs incurred
when some duties were shifted
from their jail to the Thomas R.

| Windham Building holding_

facility at 350 W. Belknap St.

Those include magistrate
services, fingerprinting and
photographing of inmates, and
release of Fort Worth’s Class C
and public-intoxication arrests.’

Because of that, Watson said,
costs might go up in future
years, although she declined to
cite any estimates.

Through September, Mans-
field is charging Fort Worth a
flat fee, about $250,000 a month,
for jail services instead of using
the per-person scale that Tar-
rant County had wanted. -

Starting in October, Fort

Worth will pay Mansfield a flat
fee of $3 million a year with a 3.5
percent increase every year
through 2006, making the deal
worth about $16 million over
five years, officials have said. -

_ Anna M. Tinsley, (817) 3907610

atinsley@star-telegram.com

L It can be renewed each year
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Marlon Evans widow of ex-C ounty shenff

By PEYTON D. WOODSON
' STARTELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

FORT WORTH — Marion
- Evans, a tenacious political
. wife and energetic club
" woman, died Friday of respira-
+tory failure. She was 88.
Mrs. Evans was the widow
of former Tarrant County
Sheriff Lon Evans, who was in
office for 24 years and is
remembered as the “Purple
Lawman” for his support of
Texas Chrlsnan Umversny
athletics.
Lon and Marion Evans were

married 58 years until his

death in 1992. :
“Mother beat the pavement

- for her man,” said daughter

Kitty Evans Loveless. “She
traveled the county all day in
_the sweltering heat campaign-
ing for the sheriff.”
g Thefuneralmllbeath.m
Monday at University United

She was an avid
OBITUARY on of the
Green Bay Packers, and
supported the career of her
husband, former Tarrant

County Sheriff Lon Evans.

‘Methodist Church. s
s was born April
27,1914, and grew up in Cle-

Mrs. Evans

bume

She was named for her
father, Marion, a rancher. Her
mother was Mettie Kathryn,

‘the daughter of a former Den-

ton mayor.

She met Lon Evans while

the two were students at Texas
Christian University. Lon
Evans, a TCU all-conference
football player, was offered a
contract with the Green Bay
Packers. .

The couple marned and
headed to Wisconsm, Loveless
‘said.

 Lon Evans played under
Curly Lambeau, who founded
the football franchise. Mrs.
Evans would assume the role

‘of godmother of the group.
Her devotion streched a life-

time. 2

In 1998, she told the Star-
Telegram “that time ‘when we
were there was the begi
of the most wmdex;ful memo-
ries on Earth for me.” :

Later, Lon Evans entered, -

politics and served as the Tar-
rant County sheriff from 1960
until he retired in 1984.

Don Carpenter, who served
under Lon Evans, succeeded

him as sheriff.

Marion Evans was always
close behind, Carpenter, 71
recalled.

“She was always supportive
of Lon,” he said. “Anything he
did, she was behind him. To

make a good sheriff, you have
to have a good lady”

‘Mrs. Evans entered the real
estate business at age 50 as an
agent for Helen Painter & Co.
ReaI;drs and worked for 20

-years. She was an active mem-

ber ‘at University United
Methodist Church and in
groups such as as the Westcliff
Garden Club and Women s
Club of Fort Worth.

- “Marion had a deI"ghtful
personality. She made the oth-
er person feel very important,”
said Howard Green, 81, a for-
mer state representatw'e and
Tarrant County judge. “Tarrant

» Covunty will miss an outstand-
Wherever Lon Evans was,

mg citizen.”
In addition to Loveless, sur-

vivors include her daughters

Marlon Evans Seghetti and
Peggy Evans Dulaney.

Peyton D. Woodson, (817) 390-7539
pdwoonoa@star-t’eleqram.com =
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By DEANNA BOYD
STAR-TELEGRAM .STAFF WRITER

FORT WORTH — On the
fifth and seventh floors of the
Thomas R. Windham Build-
ing, the loud hum can be
almost deafening at times.

Water-cooler fans and box
fans work to cool the halls and
cellblocks that house about 125
Tarrant County Jail inmates
and 38 staff members, a task
that a malfunctioning air con-
ditioning system has not done
all summer.

As female inmates in one
area work on each other’s hair
and chat, a woman is napping
on the concrete floor just feet

Cogﬁlg breakdown
at jail steams workers

Offiqials say fans
and ice are a
short-term solution until a
new air conditioning and
smoke removal system can
be installed in a county jail
atop police headquarters.

from a box fan. Two floors up,
in a cellblock housing men, a
thermometer gauges the tem-
perature at 82 degrees.

“It’s not the best solution,”
Chief Deputy Bob Knowles
acknowledged, “but it’s cer-
tainly not intolerable.”

For months, the air condi-
tioners on the top three floors

More on HEAT on 26A

STAR-TELEGRAM/RON JENKINS
- A female inmate rests near a fan outside her
cellblock on the fifth floor of the Thomas R.
Windham Building in downtown Fort Worth.

are bringing [ice or ice packs] uncomfortable,” Anderson

of the building at 350 W. Belk-
nap St. have not worked prop-
erly, leaving inmates and
employees to sweat out the
summer. The bottom four
floors, which serve as police
headquarters, run on a differ-
ent air system and have not
been affected. :
Additionally, some areas of

the jail did not meet standards

during a routine smoke evacu-
ation test last spring, said
David Phillips, assistant direc-
tor of the county’s facilities
management department. To
fix the problem, the floor’s
combined smoke removal and
air conditioning system had to
be modified, lessening the sys-
tem’s ability to cool and fore-
ing the closure of the jail’s
sixth floor.

“We made a decision: safety
first, comfort second” Phillips
said.

But three county employ-
ees, who asked not to be iden-
tified for fear of retaliation, say
they believe that the heat is
having a negative effect on the
health of the jail staff mem-
bers.

“The employees over there
are suffering very much,” one
employee said. “Some of them

to put around their neck to
keep cool. It is not just the
inmates; it’s the people who
are working over there as
well.”

Drenda Witt, a spokes-
woman for John Peter Smith
Hospital, said nursing staff
members stationed at the jail
have reported no heat-related
illnesses.

But the employees say some
staffers have complained of
dizziness and nausea, although
they did not require hospital-
ization.

“We have on black uni-
forms,” the second employee
said. “We run 1ip and down
those halls. We sweat. We
don’t have time to drink a lot
of water. At the end of the
night, I truly feel bad. I'm
clammy” '

A third employee fears that
the heat is also putting staff
members at higher risk as they
deal with inmates who typical-
ly are housed at the jail
because they are violent and
cannot get along with the jail
population at the county’s oth-
er two facilities.

“It’s a known fact when
people are hot they become
agitated. For the officers work-
ing there, it increases their risk
factor,” the employee said.
“These are people that are in
there for a reason already. A

lot of violent people are

said.

housed in that Belknap facility. lem,

“It’s a short-term prob-
obviously. We’re looking

They become' hot and they 5t another month or six weeks
become more likely to be hos- of het weather, and it will be

tile.”

somewhat self-corrected. But

While almost all of the we do need to find a long-term
state’s prisons are not air con- solution on it and we’re work-
ditioned, the Texas Comris- ing on that diligently.” =53

sion on Jail Standards requires
that temperatufes in jails be
maintained between 65 and 85
degrees Fahrenheit.

One employee said the jail
temperature has risen as high
o ot o oy . oo

Tarrant County Sheriff Dee
Anderson said temperatures in
the jail teeter around the maxi-
mum allowed, but he said the
fans help keep the floors under
a daily average of 85 degrees.

County officials say they’re
trying to implement tempo-
rary solutions to the heat by
using fans, giving ice to
inmates and trying to draw
cold air from air-conditioned
floors on the connected sher-
iff’s department building.

“No one wants to. be

o

The long-term solution is a
new smoke removal and air
conditioning system. Phillips
said the county has spent
almost $50,000 for engineers
for its design, and plans are
expected to be completed by
Sept. 9. =
But getting it will take time.

" The county budget, sched-
uled to be voted on by county
commissioners next month,
includes a request for $1.9 mil-
lion to cover the costs of bui}d-
ing the new air system. I?hilhps
said county commissioners
have given a preliminary indi-
cation that they will approve
the funds.

. Phillips said the department
_hopes to have the system in

place before next summer, a

time frame that has left some

employees fuming.




ca:':a
Anderson said that if textn- :
peratures soar above the jail’
standard guidelines, inmate: 2
could be moved into the couﬁfiq
ty’s other two jail facilities. :
“We'’ve got the capacity to
hold them, but it will put us at”
maximum capacity if we havé
to do that,” hesald. Frg
~ Anderson said the issue of
fixing the system is complicat" i
ed by the fact that the city qu
Fort Worth owns the buildi L
but the county leases the td
three floors.  °
~ Greg Slmmons, fac1ht1é§‘b
manager in the dlty s Trans=
portation/Public  Works~
Department, said that under
its agreement with the city, the')?l
county is respéffﬂble for

_mamtenance in fhe areas | d ’

occupies. |
County Commissioner ]Dr”
: Johnson said he behlives that”’
T STARTELEGRAM/RON JENKINS the governments involved .
Fans cool the halls and cellblocks that house about 125 Tarrant Coun- should first fix the Pmblem o
ty Jail inmates in the Windham Building's jail facility. The air condi- meet jail standards, the ti:éﬁ
tioning system on the top three floors of the buildinq has not worked about who will shotls er
properly for months.
s T i i e s wO

‘be made so that we can safely
utilize the jail cells in th. b ,
“They knew this was bro- building,” Johnson said.
ken way before. Why didn’t think that we have to meet th‘nt
they fix it then?” one employee requirement first. As far 2§’
asked. “Why are they waiting negotiations with the city, th%fg
until the summer is here, and will be something we wi
we're burning up and it's going  work out after the fact” = '©

to take months to work? IS~ Deamaoyd, @M P05
e dboyd@star-telegram.com =

11 ko i’%"'— b B R ¢ 9
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FORT WORTH — Marion Payne
Pace Evans, 88, passed ‘away Fri-
day, Aug. 9, 2002, at a local ital.

Funeral: 3 p.m. Monday at Uni-

. versity United Methodist Church,
2416 W. Berry St. Burial: Private in
Greenwood Memorial Park. The Rev.
Carol Walther, Chaplain of Trinity
Terrace, will officiate. Visitation: The
family will receive friends in the
church solarium following the ser-

Honorary Pallbearers: her grand-
sons and great-grandsons, Lon and
Miles Loveless, Tony Dulaney,
Cameron Clifton and Evan and
Ethan Walker, :

Memorials: University United
Methodist Church, 2416 W. Berry
St., Fort Worth, Texas 76110 or
Union Gospel Mission, 1331 East
Lancaster, P.O. Box.2144, Fort
Worth, Texas 76113.

Marion Payne Pace Evans was
born in Haskell, Texas, to Mettie
Kathryn Payne Pace and Marion
Pace. Her parents met in Denton,
where her grandfather, William
Payne, was mayor, and her mother
was organist at the Methodist
Church. : :

“Pace Park” in Salado was
named for her father’s family, long-
time ranchers in Bell County. »

- Marion Payne, as she was called
by her oldest friends, spent her child-
hood in Cleburne and graduated
from Cleburne High School. She
enrolled in Texas Christian University
and became immediately immersed

These were unique years in
TCU’s  history and throughout the
decades she generously shared her
many recollections. It was there she
met Lon Evans an all-Southwest
Conference guard on TCU’s 1932
championship team. Lon was spot-
ted by Curley Lambeau in the East-

“

West game in Chicago (renamed the -

All-Star game the following year) and
was offered a contract with the
Green Bay Packers.

'Lon accepted, asked for Marion’s
hand in marriage and after three
weeks of whirlwind wedding prepara-

tions she was whisked away as a .

bride to Green Bay, Wis

It was quite a different place to

this girl who had never been beyon
the boundaries jo,f"Tg:ix\as. but

~

- thrived and together they made

many lifelong friendships. :
Lon was elected Tarrant County
Sheriff in 1960, and Marion became
his best campaigner - organizing,
hosting and literally “cruising the
streets” in a people-packed yellow
Jeepster with loudspeakers and
patriotic music booming. Lon served
24 years, and upon his retirement he
became Tarrant County’s longest-
serving sheriff, ; e
At the age of 50, Marion decided
she wanted her own career, and
entered the business world. She
became an award-winning Realtor at
Company.

- The Helen Painter

Marion’s activities included char-
ter memberships in the TCU
Women's Ex’s and the Westcliff Gar=
den Club, serving as its president.,
She was a member of the DAR, a
lifetime member of Woman’s Club of’
Fort Worth and was president of the
Methodist Women of University Unit- -
ed Methodist Church, where she"
was a 55-year member. =l

She was a'loyal alumna and
active member of the Quing Club of
Texas Christian University. .

Throughout the years, Marion
kept a collection of stories, experi-
ences and photos of the interesting.

-life she and Lon had experienced:

This became the premise of their
book, “The Purple Lawman.”

As a widow and always indepen-
dent, she sold the family residence
of 45 years, which she and Lon had
built, and proudly moved to Trinity .
Jorrace. . i ol an

Marion will be remembered for.
her devotion to her family and

friends, her integrity, her-kindness,,

her charm and her “special flare and.
zest for life.” C o
* She was predeceased by her,
husband, Lon Evans; her sister,
Frances Pace Wright; and her son-

‘in-law, Fred ¢

Survivors: Children, Marlon. |
Evans Seghetti; Kitty Evans Love- -
less and her husband, Jim, and Peg-, .
gy Evans Dulaney and her husband, -
Richard; grandchildren, Brenda -
Johnston, Janet Walker and her hus-. ;
and Tony Dulaney; and great-grand-, -
children, Cameron Clifton, Sara and.

Hannah Johnston and Evan and .
Ethan Walker. ik

* ar "F [II A .
3100 White Settlement Road, (817) 336-0584. '
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Jail air conditioning

to be fixed next year

By NEIL STRASSMAN
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

FORT WORTH — Tarrant
County officials are moving
ahead to repair faulty air con-
ditioning in a downtown jail,
but there will be no relief this
summer for sweltering
inmates or their jailers.

_A new cooling system is
expected to be installed by
May, county Facilities Manag-
er Gary Kirby told the Com-
missioners Court on Tuesday.

The county expects to
advertise for bids in October,
award a contract in December
and have the new equipment
on site and ready to be
wstalled by February, Kn'by

, The repan's could cost as
much as $1.9 million, an
- expenditure the county has
included in next year’s pro-
posed budget, he said.

But for the next six weeks
or so, the fifth and seventh
floors of the Thomas R. Wind-
ham Building at 350 W. Belk-
nap St. will remain a hothouse
for the approximately 125
inmates and 38 jailers there.

. “We are doing everything
humanly possible to cool the
jail,” Sheriff Dee Anderson
said.

Special fans that “water-
cool” the air have been set up
in the jail, and cool air is being
shunted into the lockup from

JYYl Jail cooling prob- ;
lems will be fixed,
but not this summer.

an adjacent county buxldmg 4
 that houses the sheriff’s head-

quarters, Anderson said.

The air conditioners on the
top three floors have worked
improperly all summer. The
bottom four floors, which
serve as the Fort Worth police
headquarters, run on a differ-

ent air system and haVe not -

been affected. ~
The Texas Commission on
Jail Standards requires jail
temperatures to be between 65
and 85 degrees. Some employ-
ees and inmates have said the
temperature has been higher.
~ “It’s terrible on us,” said one
inmate, who works and lives at
home during the week and is

serving a 90-day sentence on:

weekends.
“I was going to call the

SPCA [Society for the Preven-
tion Against Cruelty to Ani- -

mals], because a dog shouldn’t
be treated this way,” said the
inmate, who dechned to be
identified.

Anderson said tempera-
tures have been 85 degrees or

. less and were low enough last

week to pass a state mspec-
tion.

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
strass@star-telegram.com
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‘Commissioners Court, judges
named in boot camp lawsuit

By ANTHONY SPANGLER
STARTELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
FORT WORTH — The
family of a Mansfield boot
camp inmate who died last
year of a rare lung infection is
aiming the county’s commis-
sioners and criminal judges
are responsible for their son’s
death, =
.. Attorneys representing rel-
atives of probationer Bryan
Alexander, 18, of Arlington,
ed a motion Thursday to
add Tarrant County’s 19 crimi-
nal court judges, four county

commissioners and county
judge to a lawsuit connected to

their $755 million ‘wrongful
FE Case. 5

.. The motion cites civil
‘rights violations by offi-
¢ials who supervised the
~Tarrant County Community
‘Correctional Facility in
Mansfield.

., “The judges and commis-
sioners all acted with deliber-
;ate indifference ... and fostered

. culture at the [boot camp] of |

.denying medical care and
/reatment to the probationers,”
according to the motion filed

e,
. family claims

the county’s judges and
commissioners are respon-
sible for their son’s death at
a Mansfield boot camp in
January 2001. :

“Thejudgesand
commissioners all acted
with deliberate e
indifference ...and
'fosteredaculture...of .

denying medical care ..”

— motion filed by plaintiffs

in the 352nd District Court.

Alexander died of pneumo-

:niaIan.9,2001,twodaysaﬁer

he was taken to a Fort Worth
hospital. In May 2001, Alexan-
der’s parents filed suit against
the probation department, the

private company that ran the

boot camp and the camp’s for-
mer nurse and doctor, .
The judges direct the coun-

ty’s branch of the Texas proba-

tion system, which ran the

It was reopened

bationers,

boot camp and residential sub-
stance abuse Programs in
Mansfield. The facility is
owned and leased by Tarrant
County. :

An attorney representing 17
of the judges said his clients
deny liability in the Alexander
case,

“We intend to assert all the
manifold defenses if we are

- added to any litigation,” said

David Fielding, one of three

-attorneys representing the

county’s judges. j
Montague County State
District Judge Roger Towery
will conduct a hearing on the
motion to add the Tarrant
County officials.
Because the county’s crimi-

' nal judges have been potential

parties in the lawsuit, visiting
judges have frequently been
used during the past year in
cases defended by attorneys
representing the Alexander

~ Citing a $2.5 million budget

shortfall, the county’s criminal

judges closed the 370-bed

leld facility in June 2001.

, ‘months
later as an outpatient sub-

stance abuse program for pro-

The judges also voted to
discontinue using a private

company to run the facility.

Two months ago, the
camp’s former nurse, Knyvett
Reyes, was convicted of negli-
gent homicide in Alexander’s
death for failing to provide
him proper medical treatment.
She is scheduled to be sen.
teneedAug. 30 and faces up to
two yearsin state jail. =

“In light of everything that
has happened since Bryan’s
death, such as the depositions
and the nurse’s trial, it appears
naming the judges and other
county officials is the appro-
priate action,” said attorney
Charlie Smith, who represents
- Anthony Spangler, (817) 5485412




: A. sher lff ’S gra,titude‘ e m j

. As president of the Sheriffs’ Association of Texas, I recently had _
| the pleasure of experie ing the incredible hospitality of Fc t Wort
- while attending the association’s 124th annual training conferer L
I'was in the ~of about 1,600 law enforcement pe%nel
from across the state. The conference was a huge success, partially
ing your amazing city. <8 R
- The people of Tarrant County and Fort Worth have much to be
- proud of. Sheriff Dee Anderson, his lovely wife, Rebecca, and his
- staff demonstrated superior representation of the residents, the City
and Tarrant County. ' = : e

- ence attendees were in training sessions, participating in afternoon
activities, enjoying Sundance Square, shopping at the Stockyards,
dining in one of Fort Worth’s many fine restaurants or just taking a
leisurely stroll around their hotel, the Tarrant County Sheriff’s

| Department was there to extend a warm welcome and to ensure |

‘ I“rish‘toextendmyappmciaﬁontotheshe;iﬂfandvhisw&eandto
the staff of the Ta; ant County Sheriff’s Department for contributing

: totheoverwhelmingsuccessqfthisyear’sconfereme. 5 b s
5 ol : Collin County Sheriff TGﬂyG. Box, McKinney

ERETe

e
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“I'm the only gay person over here. ... I'd rather be around my own kind

because I would get treated with more respect.”
— John Coleman

STAR-TELEGRAM/RODGER MALLISON

- (Gay inmates
~ file complaint

Sheriff told privileges sacrificed for protection

By NEIL STRASSMAN

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

Five gay inmates in the Tarrant
County Jail have filed a complaint
with Sheriff Dee Anderson, saying
they are being punished with loss
of privileges because of their sexu-
al orientation. :

The inmates say that because

Tarrant County — unlike other

large counties in Texas — does not
have a special housing unit for gay
prisoners, they are being forced to

choose between protection and
privileges.
If inmates fear for their safety,

they may request special protec-.

tion. But in Tarrant County, they
are placed in a disciplinary unit
and lose rights typically available
to others in the general jail popula-

_tion.

Anderson said that officials
have studied the issue since receiv-
ing the complaint and that they
believe that the current policy is

the best option.

“The vast majority of our gay
inmates enjoy the rights and privi-
leges of everyone else,” Anderson
said. “Unless they are a discipline
problem or are asked to be put in
protective custody for their own
safety, we don’t treat them any dif-
ferently.”

In a letter last month, the five
inmates complained that after an
initial jail interview, they were

¥ More on JAIL on 5B




g traffic tickets without
state authorization, has landed a
new job as the
in Norman, O]

Williams, who made $107304 as

- Tarrant County’s top lawman,

O,at; jail ir

3 Former Tarrant
County Sheriff

David Williams gets a new job in

county jail captain

Oklahoma as the county jail
qaptaln in No’rman,.OI;la. '

County Sheriff’s Department,

headquartered in Norman. His gy ;t ber
yearly salary is $37.200, according sheriff’s office will probably profit :

to officials there. . ~ from Williams’ xperience as
. Neither Williams nor his new leader of the Tarrant County Sher-

iff’s Depattmep’t, with its 1,300

: Aug. 26 as detention boss, Cleveland County Sheriff F. gy s
dmm?oam& ey DeWayne Beges, could be reached e o
—_— e :

: $4,300 in traffic tickets without having valid

W' L L , A M S Texas peace-officer licenses. s :

Marshall Creek’s attorney said at the time

Continued from 1 that the town would offer to reimburse Ppeople
who had paid the traffic fines, e

-employees and av.

ship-oriented “Gog Pod.” ,
4 with county commissioners
of a jail
~dreds of thousands of dollars
sary profits. He also reassigned
guards to Positions outside of the jail.
to win a

He also fought
over his funding

After failing
‘Williams landed 2

“learned that he

erage jail population of
between 3,000 and 3,500 j

Because of Williams’
“wealth of information”

We can implement up here,”

job as police chief in the
small community of Marshall C
County. He resigned in June when it was
and another

Williams, who has
0 inmates, i

experience, he offers 3
and new policing ideas D

ran for sheriff,

jail administrator, saig

ministry, using hup-
in jail commis--
some jail

licensing agency.
But if he wants
a police officer,

inclu
third term as sheriff,
reek in Denton

officer issued

Williams does not need to
homa certification if he plans

to utilize the
c ding the ability to make
arrests, he must take.a 40-hour “refresher

Jack Douglas Jr., (817):
: jld@star-te

relatives near Norman,

update his Okla-

ﬁﬂl authority of

, 7700
legram.com :
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Program eases jail crowdlng

By NEIL STRASSMAN
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
FORT WORTH‘ = '‘Oners
- crowding in the Tarrant County
Jail has prompted Sheriff Dee
~ Anderson to reinstate a good-
time policy that lets some
inmates out before they complete
their court-imposed sentences.

B ] A new early-
release program
based on earned good time

helps ease overcrowding in the
Tarrant County Jail.

deadbeat dads and inmates head-
ed for a state prison need not
apply for early release. The new
policy covers only inmates con-

have been sentenced to a county
jail.

“We had to drop our popula-
tion, and now we are more in line
with what other counties are

‘doing,” Anderson said. “We were

close to running out of beds.”
‘Under the new guidelines that
began Aug. 29, trusties, the most

while in jail, can knock three days

- off their sentences for every well-

behaved day served. Other
inmates can reduce their sen-
tences by two days for every
good-time day served.

Previously, trusties earned two
days for good time and other
inmates earned nothing.

s
'ANDERSON

~ Felons, violent' criminals,

SENTENCING

Continued from 1B

Under Texas law;, sheriffs are allowed
to release prisoners who earn good-con-
duct credit. County judges recognize
that the sheriff is the sole authority over
such policies, but not all of the local
judges are pleased at the changes.

“I hate to see it,” said Judge Billy
Mills, the county’s longest-serving judge,
who for 26 years has presided over a
county criminal court. “It kind of makes
a farce out of the sentencing to give
them so much good time. I didn’t like it
last time, and I don'’t like it now.”

Tarrant County District Attorney
Tim Curry said he does not have a prob-
lem with Anderson’s new policy.

“I have every confidence in Dee
Andersonandthewayherunsﬂxe]ml,"
Curry said: “I'm sure it's population con-
trol and he wouldn't do it if it wasn’t nec-

.essary.”

: Thclasttxmesuchagood—nmepohcy ]

victed of misdemeanors who

responsible inmates who work

More on SENTENCING on 6B

was in place was in the early 1990s, when
county jails like Tarrant’s. were bursting
at the seams with state prisoners. New
state prisons eventually eased the over-
crowding.

New problems that contribute to
overcrowding confront Anderson and
his staff: North Texas’ population is

booming. The configuration of the coun-
ty’s newest jail makes it difficult to use -

all the beds and still separate categories
of inmates who must be kept apart. The
old Belknap jail closed. Air conditioning
problems plague several jail floors in

another building. And the old minimum-

security Cold Springs jail, remodeled
several years ago, is being used for office
space. _

The state’s Fair Defense Act, adopted
last year, which requires attorneys for
indigent defendants, is also adding to the
jail population, officials said.

The county jail, with space for about -

3,500 inmates, has roughly 3,200
inmates. Of those, about 500 would be
eligible for early release, said Chief
Deputy Bob Knowles, who supervises

county jail operations.

“Early release is a valuable manage-
ment tool to promote good conduct and
discipline in the jail. It encourages better
behavior from inmates because they
know it can be taken away,” Knowles
said. -y

About 115 trusties are now earning
three days good time for each day served
and 130 inmates are earning two days,
Knowles said. About 220 inmates have
been released early, including some on
work-release programs and others serv-
ing time on weekends.

Trusties who serve time for fines can
earn $150 per day against their fine. Oth-
ers eligible for early release can earn
$100 per day against the amount due on
their fines.

Most of the misdemeanor sentences
range from a few days to several months,
though some sentences can be as long as
a year. Inmates sentenced to jail as part
of their probation are not eligible for ear-
ly release, Knowles said.

“Thirty days was 30 days, 100 years
ago,” said County Criminal Court Judge

Brent Carr. Now, most misdemeanor
sentences are a result of a plea bargain,
he said.

“It is within the sheriff’s discretion to
release people early. But the prosecutors
and attorneys know the math,” Carr said.
“It may well raise minimum offers on
plea bargains. Any time there’s a shift in
status quo, it needs to be chewed on a
little while.”

Judge Jamie Cummings, whose coun-

ty court deals primarily with family vio-

lence issues, said she knew the new
good-time policy was coming because
the jail was getting overcrowded again.

Cummings said she would be sup-
portive of the good-time program if it
can help get inmates into counseling by
getting them “to do something” to earn
their early release. ;

“I am very much in favor of in-
custody counseling. I'll stuff the coun-
seling down their throats any way I
can,” she said.

The good conduct early-release poli-

¢y is widely used at other large county

jails in Texas.
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Continued from 1B

‘,classxﬁed by sexual onentatlon
‘and as31gned to “single” cells,
meant for inmates with disci-
g plinary problems.
The inmates may leave
: then' cells for only one hour
each day and do not get the
same access as others to televi-
sion, telephones, the day room
or the law llbrary, the letter
says.

“There are those of us who
have exhibited nothing but
good behavior while in cus-
tody ... who have shown no
;signs of -being a disciplinary

-‘jproblem," the letter says. “Yet

'you are showing us that our

", sexual orientation is a serious
dlsc1plmary matter.”

Inmates are questioned

.about their sexual orientation

. when they are admitted to the

jail, but officials said they

'_could not say how many of the

7 3,200 inmates now in the jail

-are gay. Anderson also said he ,

f‘..does not know how many

" inmates in protective custody

-are there solely because they
age gay.

§ Anderson and Chxef Deputy

Bob Knowles, who is in charge
of jail operations, said it is
wrong to segregate an individ-
ual based on race or sexual
orientation. :
“There is a fine line to

walk,” Knowles said. “We do

have homosexuals in.the gen-

‘eral populatxon. But if they feel

their safety is threatened, we
move them into protective
custody.”

Protective custqdy is the
only way to keep them from
other prisoners, Knowles said.

- John Coleman, 37, jailed on

a parole violation and one of

the prisoners who signed the
letter, said gay prisoners
should have a choice to go to a
separate housing unit or to be
in the general population.

“I'm treated really badly,”
Coleman said. “I'm in a disci-

-plinary pod, and I'm the only

gay person over here. Now
they are retaliating against me
for complaining. I'd rather be
around my own kind because I
would get treated with more
respect.”

Knowles said the county
has gone to great lengths to
accommodate Coleman, mov-
ing him about a dozen times to

‘different cells since March.
Coleman’s history of discipli-

nary problems and gneVances
does not invalidate his request
for protection, he said.

In Dallas, Bexar and Harris
counties, gay prisoners can be
housed separately.

Harris, which has about

7000 prisoners, has about 150
gay inmates housed on a sepa-
rate ﬂoor, Lt. Robert van Pelt
said. :

“It’s set up for their own
protection,”

room, their own trusties and
are treated like any other
inmate. If they are gay and

don’t request to be separated _

they won’t be put there agamst
their will.”

‘Gay inmates in Dallas

County — about 55 now — are

housed in their-own unit “for

-their own protection” and

have the same rights as other
inmates, Sgt. Don Peritz said.

Bexar County, with 3,500
prisoners, has about 35 gay

inmates housed separately, -

Deputy Tom Carnes said. The
county also separates trans-
gender md1v1duals from gay
inmates.

None of the jails reported ‘

any requests from women to
be housed separately.

. Lee Taft, regional director
: +

van Pelt said.
“They have their own day

of the Lambda Legal Defense
and Education Fund, said gay
inmates should have an option

of separate housing.

“A separate but equal facﬂl-
ty does sound like a good
approach,” Taft said, “as long
as the separate accommoda-

tion mé.'kes sure the gay inmate

has the same access to pro-
grams and facilities and can
earn the same credits as others
toward early release.”

Lambda is a nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to estab-
lishing civil liberties for gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgen-
der people.

. The Texas Commission on
Jail Standards has no rules or
regulations on how jails
should treat gay inmates, com-
mission officials said. :

Tarrant County’s main jail,
at 100 N. Lamar St., has large

- housing units that would make

it difficult to set up a separate
unit for gay inmates, officials |
said. ‘ {

The Green Bay jail near
Loop 820 and Interstate 35 has
smaller housing units that can
handle 24 and 48 inmates. It
could lend itself more toward
a separate housing unit, the
officials said.

Neil Strassman, (817) 360- 7657
strass@star-teleqram.com
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‘Racism
suitfiled
Al

BT A Tarrant County
Ml constable is accused
-in a federal lawsuit of using =~ 4

racial slurs. :

e T i T X 3
'~ Tarrant County Constable Jack
~ Allen has been accused in a fe :

lawsuit by a former gmployee of
frequently using racial slurs and
targeting minorities in enforcing

The suit, filed by Dionicia

- Gaucin, an 1l-year county employee
- who worked one year as a clerk in
 Allen’s office, accuses the constable
of using derogatory terms for His-

- panics and African-Americans and

 of “telling others that the bullets in
‘his gun were meant to shoot
‘word “wetback” and apologized to

- Gaucin for the comment, according

to the county’s written response to

jected to racist comme
ﬁbbeﬁm, ‘Gaucin’s

Allen acknowledged using the

Lawsurr

2
L}

was.forced to dismiss six

months” worth of tickets that
he had written and refund
fines because his peace offi-
cer’s license had lapsed in Sep-
tember 2001, ik

- In January 2001, Allen shot
out a tire on a Springtown

~ man’s vehicle while attempt-

ing to arrest him for dumping
tirgs illegally. : p

Agcording to the lawsuit,
Gaucin worked as a clerk for
Allen from November 2000 to
September 2001. She now
works as a clerk for a consta-
ble i another precinct.

The lawsuit, filed Aug. 13,
alleges that Allen initially did

not want to hire Gaucin
because she is Hispanic. The
suit says Allen used derogato-
Iy terms such as “wetback” in
referring to her as a potential
employee, and derided His-
panics as “all lazy and not
trustworthy.” ; $4 i

The suit. accuses Allen of
treating Hispanics and
African-Americans “with total
disdain and contempt,” and
says he disproportionately
ticketed, arrested and mis-
treated Hispanics and African-
Americans. -

The suit alleges that Gaucin
was given a heavy workload -
with no assistance or support.

She is seeking monetary
damages for emotional dis-
tress, the lawsuit says.

The county argued in its
written response to the suit

.
N
N

7 5

that Gaucin is not entitled to
damages for termination
because she has continuously
been employed by the county:
Gaucin initially complained
to Assistant County Adminis-

- trator Jay Singleton, but she

- . was told that she had missed a
- seven-day deadline for lodging

a complaint. That deadline has

~since been extended to 30

She then filed a compiaint 3

- with the federal Equal

Employment Opportunity -

Commission, but the agency .

declined to rule in her favor, =~ .
' McBryde is expected to -
rule in about 10 days on
whether there is enough evi-
dence to proceed with the suit,
White said. :

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
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2 jailers arrested

‘injail dru
'

* believe have been sneaking pac
inmates in exchange for cash.

By DEANNA BOYD

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

FORT WORTH — Two Tarrant County
jailers arrested Tuesday evening had been
~ sneaking items, including illegal drugs, to
~ inmates in exchange for money, Tarrant

yunty Sheriff Dee Anderson said Wednes-

Ollie L. King, 30, and Joey Janice Jr, 21,
were arrested about 8 p.m. after Anderson
 said the men tried to deliver a little more

than 5 grams of marijuana to

after accepting money from a visitor.

The transaction, actually a covert sting — Sheriff

by sheriff’s officials, was witnessed by an Dee Anderson.

_ undercover officer from another police : S

~ agency, Anderson said. o iigeie -
. “They thought they had it down to a sci- E

ence,” Anderson said. “They thought it was e

* taking place without anybody knowing any-

"'lll’” .- ""j*‘ - iL”

An undercover sting Tuesday
night led to the arrest of two
Tarrant County jailers who investigators

YEbRAR

i
Y
%
L

gsting

kages to

“Itgivesusa
badname
‘and were not

an inmate

stand forit”

' The sheriff said an investiga- ~
on into the matter revealed

than four years as a jailer, and how the operation was run. He

Janice,

hired two years ago, said a visitor would inform an

were released on bail Wednes- inmate that he had a package

day. The men face charges of

a prohibited substance
into a correctional facility, a
third-degree felony punishable
by two to 10 years in prison.

“We are requesting the D.A.
push for maximum punish-
ment,” Anderson said.

King did not return a mes-
sage left with his mother. Janice
could not be reached for com-
ment.

The men have been tem-

porarily suspended without
pay. . -
Paperwork is being drawn
up for their terminations,
Sheriff’s officials were first
alerted to possible wrongdoing
involving the two night shift
jailers in August by an inmate,
Anderson said.

_ KING JANICE

and the inmate would tell Jan-
ice, who worked upstairs
guarding inmates.

Janice would then call down
to King, who manned the jail’s
visitation desk. King would col-
lect the item and money when
the visitor returned an identifi-
cation card to King, Anderson
said. ; :
Later, Janice would stop by
‘the visitation desk, split the

money with King and deliver

_ the package to the inmate, the

sheriff said.

Both jailers were arrested in
front of their colleagues after
the undercover officers wit-
nessed the transactions and
Janice walked back into the
confinement center to deliver
the drugs..

Anderson said more arrests
are likely. el

. “We believe it is isolated to a
small group of people. This is
not a widespread operation, but
we have intelligence that leads
us to believe there are a few

“We believe it is isolated
to a small group of
people. This is not a
widespread operation,
but we have intelligence
that leads us to believe
there are a few more
people involved.” :

mo'i"eilpeolfleinvolved.’f’ TR
e sheriff met Wednesday
with other night shift jailers to
inform them about the arrests.
“It’s just troubling, but we’re
dealing with it aggressively,”
Anderson said. “I told them, ‘All
you hard-working people that
are honest should be as out-
raged as zam. It gives us a bad
name and we’re not goin
stand for it ” . going >
- He said he also encouraged
other jailers involved in the ille-
ga} activity to come forward
< Widd
. He promised the jailers all
. “I said that the next time
they saw us, they'd see us with
a p;xr of handcuffs,” Anderson

TEEEEE
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: EORT WORTH — For the
first time since its creation,
network‘

A founder of the

] missing-child
. recovery system warns
that statewide uses for

"‘Sherlff questlons At
in out—of-state case

-occurred in North

Anderson, one of the founders
of the original Amber Alert sys-
tem, cautioned Thursday that
the Nevada case might have
been iudged differently if it
: Texas.
~ “We would have had ques-
tions in the review

process —
themxeof[thesuspect‘_lbemg

tﬂf’s

a parent and what factotd led
them to believe the chxldm in
imminent danger,” he said. ~~
As a public affairs officer for
“the Arlington Police Department,
‘Anderson was instrumental in
establishing the plan after the slay-
~ ing of Amber Hagerman in1996:- -
Anderson was a consultant
to the governor’s office when
the statewide Amber
. He also si
a Metroplex panel of

meetsqnarterlytorem :
vahdlty ufthemrts that}the :

‘make sure it’s not ove gl

mﬁy,*hesaia, g el

~ The Nevadarcaae a&‘%ed'
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New policy makes

iIlVeStlgatlon promotion easier for

"By DOMINGO RAMIREZ JR.

;» STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

. HALTOM CITY — An
rarrest warrant has been issued
for a former Haltom City jaller
indicted this week on suspicion
of sexual abuse of female
mmates.

Clint Wade Weaver, 22, of
‘Azle remained at-large Thurs-
‘day, according to Tarrant Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department records.
i, The warrant was issued
Tuesday for Weaver, who was
indicted on a count of sexual
assault and two counts of
improper sexual activity with a
person in custody.

The charges stemmed from
reports to police by two female
inmates that they were sexually
abused.

A conviction could lead to a
maximum of 20 years in prison
on the sexual assault charge and
two years each on the other

Earlier this year, Weaver
pleaded guilty to official
oppression and was sentenced
to two years’ probation in a case
involving a third female inmate.

Weaver is the focus of a fed-
eral civil rights lawsuit filed in
late August by six female
inmates who claim they were
sexually harassed and abused.
The lawsuit includes current
and former employees of the
Haltom City Police Depart-
ment. Weaver is the o n
identified in the ]awsmn:.y G

Three of the women have
alleged that they were promised
early release from jail in return
for sexual favors.

The lawsuit says that the
abuse occurred from June 2000
to March 2001

Weaver was a jailer from
October 1999 to April 2001

At the request of Haltom
City e%whce, the Texas Rangers
- joined the investigation of the
ireported sexual abuse.

jailers, sheriff says

T A A new policy removes
obstacles to promotion for

some Sheriff's Department employees.

By NEIL STRASSMAN
| STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
A new personnel policy for the Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department will make it easier
for jailers to move up the career ladder. Sheriff
Dee Anderson said Tuesday.

At a ceremony marking the promotions of 29
o ﬁ

in the county commissioners court-
room, Anderson said he was fulfilling a cam-

paign promise to overhaul jail management and - an

create advancement opportunities for people
who are not sworn peace officers.

“This is a fairer system, and it better serves

the employees and the county,” Anderson said.
“Itusedtobeanﬂethatyouhadtobeapeace
officer.”

Under previous sheriffs, some employees
could work for the department for a decade
without a promotion, and a new employee
with much less experience could become their
supervisor, Anderson said.

On Tuesday, Mary Hendrix and Amy Ferrell
— both sworn peace officers — were promoted
to the rank of captain and assigned to the jail.

Three sheriff’s employees became lieu-
tenants, seven were promoted to sergeant and
eight to corporal, and nine became sworn
deputies.

“This is an opportunity we've never been

STAR-TELEGRAM/RICHARD W. RODRIGUEZ
Amy Ferrell, left, and Mary Hendrix stand for the
Pledge of Allegiance before a ceremony at which
they were promoted.

afforded,” said Michael Fehler, 51, of Fort Worth,
an ll-year department veteran who was pro-
moted from Tech II to sergeant. :
“The sheriff has opened doors for many of
Fehler will work as a supervisor scheduling
officers and handling problems in the Green
Bay jail. “It’s a nice raise and more responsibili- |
ty,” he said.

Before the policy change, jailers had to go to
school on their own time and expense to obtain
a peace officer’s license, and many could not
because of family responsibilities, Anderson
said.

Employee turnover was high and morale suf-
fered because of the old policy, he said.

“In making these promotions, I take an extra
measure of pride knowing that a promlse has
been fulfilled,” Anderson said.

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
strass@star-telegramcom

us.”
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