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GONZALES

All Daniel Gonzales wanted was relief from the
tooth that had been aching off and on for more than
two months. ' )

The jail dentist told him four teeth would eventual-
ly need to be pulled. The dentist sent Gonzales back to
his cell after pulling one tooth.

But it was the wrong tooth, and Gonzales was left in
pain. ; :

“It wasn’t the one I asked him to pull,” Gonzales said
in March.

The next visit, the dentist pulled three other teeth,
leaving Gonzales with a two-fingers-wide gap in his
lower jaw. -

The dentist, Jayesh Patel, had told Gonzales, 49, that
although three of those teeth might be considered sal-
vageable in the outside world, extraction was the prac-
tice in the jail, Gonzales said.

Patel, who has since quit his jail job, acknowledged

in a March interview that extraction was his main
method of dental treatment. Wright Lassiter 111, until

recently a JPS vice president, said that although that

attitude is fairly typical of jail dentists, a common joke
about Patel was that “You don’t ever want to be sitting
still, because just sit in a chair and chat with him for a
little bit, he’ll pull a couple of your teeth.”

 Lassiter said he hopes to improve the jail’s dental
care and has hired two part-time dentists who try to
use extgaction as.a last resort. - Gl

i

|

But y inmates’ teeth had been ravagagi“by ye‘;\rs",
of negliiE:,n’he said, and extractions are often the only
answer other than expensive work.. Sl

“Putting in t_li_ousand«-dollar crowns in inmates’ teeth
isn’t going to'go over very well with public funding,”
Lassiter said. : : :

" The father of one inmate gvt')t’zvi' call: Your son is in the

hospital. e

CT. Reeves wanted JPS to tell him more: Why was
his son in the hospital? Was it serious? Should Reeves
drive from his home in Hot Springs, Ark., to Fort
Worth? Y e

“We can’t tell you that,” was the only reply, Reeves
recalled. ‘AR il

Because the call came late in the afternoon Monday,

Jan. 26, 2004, and Jps had given him no reason to think
it was urgent, Reeves ran some errands, He didn’tvleave

for Fort Worth until the next morning. ;
Reeves was not prepared for the news he got when
‘he arrived at the hospital: His Sl-year-old son, Creston,
was on life support. - ; :

“I am of the belief that he died actually on Monday
the plug,” the father said. Hol :
Creston Reeves had been found unconscious in his
cell that Monday. His cellmate told sheriff’s officers
that Reeves had been suffering from an ear infection. ;
An autopsy showed that the earache was a sign of
bacterial meningitis. St g £
Reeves wishes he could have said goodbye to his
son. SR B s
“I'm a realist. But I do miss him,” he said.

 and they kept his body alive until I got there to say pull
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GEORGE
BRACKEEN

George Brackeen said he has relied on the drug
Dilantin to control seizures since he suffered head
injuries in a train accident in 1989.

When he was booked into the Farrant County Jail on
Dec. 28, he was handed one dose but didn’t get any
more.

“They would skip the Dilantin. They would say,
‘You've already got it,” ” he said. “I just think they did-
n’t want to give it to me.”

On Jan. 6, while taking a shower, Brackeen started
feeling odd.

“I grabbed hold of the shower curtains and went
down,” Brackeen said. <

The 44-year-old quit breathing and turned purple A
fellow inmate began mouth-to-mouth resuscitation,
which Brackeen believes saved his life. _

JPS officials would not comment on specific
patients. But they acknowledge that glitches sometimes
occurred in the drug-distribution system at the jail.
They say they’ve fixed the problems by setting up opti-
cal scanning technology to send prescriptions to the
JPS pharmacy.

JPS also added a certified pharmacy technician to
monitor the jail prescriptions and added medication
aides at the jail.

“I feel very comfortable thaf we have the appropri-
até mechanisms in place and the appropriate staffing in
place and the appropriate management oversight,” said

Wright Lassiter I1I, untll recently ]PS senior vice pres-}

ident for operations.

CONTINUED

Employees were bemg
added. Temporary workers
would be hired to fill the gaps
-~ both'in the nursing ranks
and other areas, including
medical records. New equip-
ment would be ordered.
Inmates’ medical requests
would be reviewed, even if
JPS had to bring in an army of
workers to do it.

In March, a new physician,
Alan Byrd, began overseeing
the medical care at the jail. He
says that inmate requests for
treatment now are screened
within 24 hours.

A cordial relationship

Why did it take indignant

outbursts from the sheriff and
a critical report from out-
siders before extensive
changes took place?

Cecero says JPS didn’t have
the system and the people in
place to alert top administra-
tors to the problems.

He hadn’t known about
staffing problems at the jail.
Staff turnover and vacancies
are not the kind of details that
reach him, he said. ;

Cecero also said that his
health network had not been
sued over its jail care in more
than a decade. In fact, JPS or
its employees were named in
11 federal lawsuits by inmates
since Cecero was hired in
2001, although most were dis-
missed quickly.

And Cecero said he never
heard from inmates or their
families. JPS has a system for
patients to file complaints,
and at least eight inmates did
just that, including one who
addressed his complaint to
Cecero. Another inmate,
Ambrosio Salinas, said he
wrote to Cecero in February
about not getting prescribed
antibiotics.

Apparently, the complaints
didn’t make it to Cecero’s
office.

“What I'm saying is no one
has written to my attention
directly,” Cecero said. “But if
there had been, we would deal
with it straight up and direct-

ly.”

|

Cecero said JPS employees

" +at the jail were not adequately

trained. He also said that the
jail lacked proper medical
resources and blamed his own
staff for that.

“They didn’t ask for them,”
he said.

The hospital system relies
heavily on its management
team to alert it to needs, Las-
siter said. “And I would tell
you that the needs of the cor-
rectional health function were
not being advocated for as

strongly as I would expect a

_department head to advocate
for.”

The on-site supervisor was
scolded by her superiors in
early 2004 for failing to com-
municate to senior manage-
ment information that may
‘have “potential unfavorable
consequences” for JPS, docu-
ments show.

Cecero said he has put

more competent people in .

place. Four managers are no
longer involved with jail oper-
ations, including the on-site
manager and a vice president
who had overseen the jail.

Changes in management
and staff were designed to
change the culture at the jail,
too, Lassiter said. “In some
cases, we had folks who had
been there a long time and
liked things the way they
were,” he said. “We are trying
to ensure there is as much
sensitivity to the incarcerated
population as there would be
for the nonincarcerated popu-
lation.”

Lassiter and Cecero said
that medical care at the jail
now meets or exceeds
requirements for accredita-
tion with the Texas Commis-
sion on Jail Standards, a state
oversight agency. Officials
from JPS and the sheriff’s
office meet regularly, and
Anderson said his working
relationship with Cecero now
is cordial.”

Improved care
But more work may be
needed.
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ly, on April 26, a do
The letters listed numerous  him for} M;h

concerns, méliudmsbfha; i | hi#fedbyhl ;ymptoms
“inmates on seizure, blood S y
pressure, cardm; and AIDS the doctor sent ‘Wright back
medication still go for weeks  to the hospital. aﬁmther
without medication.” abscesu had developed, , most
JPS officials said that in thé  likely, Wright says doctors
past three months, a small  told him, because of !mssed
number of inmates failed to  antibiotics.
receive medications because =~ But when anht teturned

of staffing issues on two occa-

sions. On one of those dates,
three of five emplayees did
not report to work and others
had to fill in, JPS spokesw

woman Drenda Witt said. .
“Things take time. We're
not perfect, and there’s still
more that I want to accom-
plish,” Lassiter said in July.
Inmates say they still had

woeful experiences with JPS

medical staff. On the advice of
attorneys, JPS would not com-

ment on the treatment of indi-
 vidual patients, citing poten-

tial litigation.

Daniel Gonzales had rectal
bleeding around Christmas
and saw a doctor, who told
h:m that eo)pn cancer was a

ility. '

In June, h«ewas sent to the -
'hospital for a colonoscopy.

But JPS failed to arrange the
required all-liquid diet the day

before, so the colonoscopy
was unreadable. He said a sec-

‘ond colonoscopy also was
unreadable — for the samev

reason.
Finally, a third colonoscopy

' to jail in May, the care was
~ much better.

‘He was placed in the mﬁr
mary and given antibiotics
intravenously eight times
daﬂy»uthisleﬁsidgxsstﬂlso

~ weak he must use a walker.

- “It’s so.sad,” anht said.

© “But what the heck, I'm 1ust an

mmute, nght?’”

IMJWWMa brain abscess removed but dldn‘talways
get his antibiotics. By the time a docter ﬂnlw saw him, anather pus-
ﬂﬂed abscess had developed. -~ :

was completed. Doctors

_detected no colon cancer, but
believed that Gonzales might
“have hepatitis, his wife, Vickie,
said. Gonzales, 49, was sched-
uled for further tests but was
transferred to a state prisonin
August before they could be
performed

t, who suﬁ'ere& from
the b abscess, remains bit-
ter over the ordeal he endured
this spring.

A jail doctor first told hlm :
he had a sinus infection. After
his abscess was removed, pain
still csisscwssed his scalp.
‘One dréoped.

"t“wu ed to be get-
twice a day,”
nid. “Eut the medi-

: cin«omethnes wouldn’t be in
the cart. So one of them would
say, Tl give youa double dose -
~ mext time." m;t it m{sﬁtbe a,‘,
*}‘5-:“ ‘nuree or they would
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Sheriff's officer K. Chambliss stands quard outside the Tarrant County Jail's medical unit in September
2004. JPS employees said they worked with broken equipment and out-of-date supplies at the jail.

Problems at the Tarrant County Jail's medical unit

In written correspondence, physicians, JPS employees, independent consultants and others reported
problems with medical care of inmates. Among their concerns:

# Some jail medical equipment
was broken or obsolete, such as
20-year-old defibrillators. When
nurses tried to use a defibrillator
on a dying patient, it didn't work.
# Some equipment was locked .
where nurses and doctors some-
times couldn't use it. Some sup-
plies, such as IV fluids, had
expired.

# Medical tests and lab tests
ordered by doctors were not
done or the results were not
available on the doctors’ next
visit. Ultrasounds were a particu-
lar problem.

@ Prescriptions went unfilled or
backlogged. After the pharmacy

closed for the day, pharmacy
technicians went in after hours to
fill prescriptions, in violation of
the law.

# Medications were ordered but
not always provided to patients.
In some cases, these were life-
sustaining drugs for patients with -
AIDS or kidney diseases.

i Registered nurses and licensed
vocational nurses were asked to
make medical decisions outside
their scope of practice. Only one
RN was on duty at night for all
four jail facilities.

# Vacant doctor positions caused
a backlog of inmates' appoint-
ments. Appointments for obstet-

Improvements to jail health care

Over the past year, the JPS Health Network has implemented a number of changes at the Tarrant County
Jail. As a result, spending for jail health care has increased to $11 million, compared with $7.6 million two
years ago. Here are some of the notable changes.

Staffing:

# A fourth physician has been added.
# A physician’s assistant has been

hired.

& Sixteen registered nurse positions

have been added.

Equipment and supplies:
# Optical scanning technolo-
gy was installed to transmit
prescriptions.

# A new fax machine, tele-
phones and computers have

# Four medication aide positions have  been installed.

been filled.

# The pharmacy has pre-

# Four emergency medical technician pared starter kits of com-

positions have been filled.

#@ Two employees have been added to

file medical charts.

mon medications.

8 A certified pharmacy tech has been

added to track jail orders.
SOURCES: JPS officials, Dr. Alan Byrd

ric and gynecological visits were
canceled half the time.

B Requests to see doctors also
backed up. The backlog of
requests, known as kites, reached
3,000 and weren'f reviewed for
six weeks. j

& Despite the backlog, some
doctors had downtime because
of scheduling policies of the
Sheriff's Department.

# Patient charts were unavailable
half the time, undermining care.
In some cases, charts weren't
available because the Sheriff's
Department didn't always move
medical records when it trans-
ferred inmates.

Operations:

# Weekend clinics have been
expanded.

# An AIDS clinic has been rein-
stated at the jail. :
# Inmates with similar health
needs are being grouped
together at the jail.

® JPS hospital tries to group
inmates together.

# Requests for medical care
are reviewed within 24 hours
by medical staff.

»
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Jail: JPS was slow to address
~complaints about health care

CONTINUED FROM 1A

‘who suffered.

b For all this, JPS officials dis-
It wasn’t just the acutely ill played little sense of urgency. .-

For many months, Chief Execu-

|
|

Even ‘routinel care wasn’t | tive Officer David Cecerocould
reliable. Requests to see doc- 1ot find time to meet with the |
tors were stuffed into filing = Sheriff. Real change came only

gabinets, unread for weeks. The
Inmate who discovered a lump
in her breast had no better

after the consultants’ damning

| report. '

Cecero doesn’t see much

- chance of her request being Point in rehashing the prob-

nc_oticed than the one who
griped about his shower shoes. /
- ate and more important to talk

Inmates reported that br.
ken arms weren’t set. On
inmate was given an over-th
counter laxative, but his attor.
ney pointed out that the inmat

lems. .

“I think it is more appropri-

about where we are at today,”
Cecero said in a July interview.
<. JPS, he said; has increased
its correctional health budget

He remembers one case in
which an inmate told the JPS
employee at the receiving desk
on a Friday night that he was a
diabetic and needed insulin

. daily. The inmate was told he

| couldn’t have his insulin until

he saw a doctor the next
Wednesday.

 Luckily for the inmate,*
Anderson said, he was released

|

that time, the inmate was so il

that he went straight to the

hospital to have his blood sugar

adjusted. ‘
Anderson had another

Registered nurse Thomas
Williams started work in Octo-
ber 2003 and immediately
noticed expired intravenous
fluids and 20-year-old defibril-
lators. .

“When I walked into the jail,
the problems were like neon
signs,” Williams later wrote to
JPS administrators. He declined

 to be interviewed by the Star-
. from custody by Monday. By * il i d

Telegram. el ‘
The jail doctors, who work
for a physicians group through
a contract with JPS, reported
that they were hampered at
their jobs.

was suffering from diarrhea. y millions of dollars, adding worry.  As. “Pm havi
Wright Lassiter III, a vic taff and new equipment. sheriff, he’s ull'ml g
president who recently left JPS, But some inmates say there bound by fed- n} S %om-
said no one should think that| ~¢an still be long waits for med- | | eral law to phamtcsl o
such problems indicate that ~ication. And it was just this providé ade- ot I?CtPrs
something was fundamentally ~ April that Wright was delayed quate medical | ot Wbt

wrong with medical care at the
jail. “T think the biggest issues
in the jail were gaps. You do
things right most of the time,

but then there were gaps in |

how things were accom-
plished,” he said. fda

Yet JPS’ rank-and-file

employees at the jail com-
plained about crucial positions
left unfilled amid rapid
turnover. They worked with
broken equipment and out-of-
date supplies. Their pleas for
help were directed to managers
who either accepted the status
quo or couldn’t change it.

_To be sure, the blame is
shared.

Sheriff Dee Anderson, who
runs the jail, issued ultimatums -
to JPS while he didn’t fix prob-
lems in his own department.
Doctors came in late and didn’t
always work scheduled shifts.

Nonetheless, JPS was culpa-
ble for many deficiencies,
according to consultants hired
by the county last fall. Among
their findings: Medical records
were “in a state of chaos” and
some of the sickest inmates
couldn’t count on life-sustain-
ing treatments.

|

in seeing a doctor for his
bscess — months after JPS
old the public the system was
ell on the way to being fixed.

‘Troubling allegations

Few people might weep for
the James Wrights of this
world. ; i

But most of the 3,200 people

|

in' Tarrant County Jail — even ]
those convicted of serious |

crimes — will eventually be
released. Without medical care,
some could pose public health
threats and increase the burden
on taxpayers.

That ‘began weighing on
Anderson soon after he became
sheriff in 2001

Grievances over medical
care were cascading into
Anderson’s department. And
inmates’ relatives were calling,
pleading for him to intervene
with JPS’ jail staff. Some of their
appeals touched the sheriff.

“Your brother could be in
my jail. Any of us could have a
relative there,” he said.

Anderson said that the more
he investigated complaints, the
more concerned he became. An
inmate’s request to see a doc-
tor might not be reviewed for
six weeks, he said.

gare”’ . " fop
& inmates. Yet |
_ he had no
LASSITER = authority over
JPS and its

health care system, because
| county commissioners con-
| tract'ed with JPS to provide the
service.

Anderson feared losing a
court case, and he was already
seeing lawsuits with troubling
allegations.

Arthur Delgado Jr. said a jail
nurse confused him with some-
body else. She couldn’t be per-
suaded otherwise, even when
the treatment she claimed he
was getting didn’t match his
symptoms. ‘ -

He wanted to see the doctor
to be checked for diabetes. But
the nurse told him he had
already been seen.

“When I tried to protest, she
showed me my file indicating
the date seen and medicine
creams ordered,” Delgado
wrote in his 2002 lawsuit.
“When 1 stated, ‘That was not
me,’ she treated me with total
disregard.”

The sheriff wasn’t the only
one concerned.

enough staff,
medical
records are
awful. It just
goes on and

ANDERSON

on,” said Dr. Wayne Williams,

an administrator with North
Texas Affiliated Medical
Group.

But if the doctors, the Sher-
iff’s Department and JPS’ own
medical staff knew the situa-
tion was deteriorating in 2002
‘and 2003, JPS administrators
didn’t grasp it. They told the
sheriff he just didn’t under-
stand health care.

Anderson came to believe
that nothing would be
improved unless he met direct-
ly with Cecero. Yet, Anderson

' said, Cecero kept canceling

meetings. When they finally

| got together, in October 2003,

Cecero left the hourlong meet-
ing and talked on the phone for
20 minutes. :

- Cecero said he left to take a
call from a county commis-
sioner and thought he was leav-
ing the discussion in the good
hands of his chief operating
officer. But Anderson was livid.

A month later, Anderson
wrote Cecero that since the
meeting, health care services at
the jail had gotten even worse.




He bidtnea poor physician cov-
erage and a lack of leadership
from JPS management. The
sheriff notified Cecero that
“immediate corrective action

must be taken” and hinted that |*

if things didn’t change, he
would try to have JPS replaced.

|

Cecero assured the sheriff
that all the issues of concern
would be resolved in 2004.

Warning signs

Inmates
began dying.

In the first
three months
of 2004, the
Tarrant Coun-
ty Jail had
three deaths in
custody — the
same as in all
of 2003. The
year before, two inmates died.

Eventually, ten inmates
would die at the jail in 2004 —
none because of violence. In
comparison, Dallas County Jail,
with twice the average jail pop-
ulation, had 12, according to sta-
tistics provided by the Texas
Attorney General’s Office.

Even though some inmates
arrive at the jail with severe
health problems, the health sys-
tem is required to investigate
whether its medical policies
and procedures are a factor in
any unanticipated death.
Results from such investiga-
tions are not public in Texas, so
it is impossible to know what
JPS did.

But a Star-Telegram review
of several of the deaths found
warning signs that the system
was struggling.

Christopher Brown’s death
might have raised questions
about whether inmates could
get their medicines and see a
doctor.

In- the weeks before
Brown’s death at 31, he plead-
ed for help, according to doc-
uments released by the Sher-
iff’s Department.

CECERO

Complaints about lack of care

A pronounced increase in grievances about the medical care provlded to Iafl inmates cauqht the attentnon of
Sheriff Dee Anderson. These are among the complaints from inmates, their family members or attorneys.

“] have been here two weeks
come Monday and have yet to
see or talk with a doctor or be
called to sick call to see the doctor.
| was told | would be put on the list.
Put on the list! Put on the list. | am
having more and more pains in my
chest cause of my heart which is
why | have Nitro and Metoprolol
pills for my heart.”

- Letter to Sheriff Dee Anderson,

Jan. 25, 2003

“] sat in the visitor booth and
was told it would be a little
while before | could see him,
because he was having a seizure. ...
He was brought in weeping and cov-
ered in urine. | got the attention of a
guard and was told that he wasn't
allowed a change of clothing,
because someone from MHMR had
to be present. | asked to see a super-
visor and sat there another 20-30
minutes with no response. | got on
the elevator intercom and asked
again and finally saw the corporal in
charge at the conclusion of my visit.
He told me a completely different
story than the guard and said they
didn't change Matt because they
didn't want to delay my visit. | told
him that | would have gladly waited.
He assured me that he would be
changed immediately. | found out
later that instead of being allowed a
change of clothing Matt was
strapped to a chair for hours:in the
same clothing after | left.” .
- E-mail from an inmate’s father,

~ Sept. 19,2002
l_«ﬂ‘ Y

“Since I've been here | have
been denied my medicines ... |
have ulcers and | haven't eaten in 3
to 4 days, because | can't keep food
down. | am spitting up blood. They
tell me they can't find my chart. It

has nothing to do with ulcers.| was °
* kept in the jail infirmary for three

days. And was given Zantac and
antibiotic and saline LV. They say
that on my chart, but then again
they claim they can't find my chart.”
- JPS Health Network patient
complaint form, June 6, 2002

“As you are aware lmy'cllont]

gave birth, via a Caesarian sec-

tion, to a beautiful young boy late
last Thursday. Apparently, within a
day, she was placed in the general

‘population and is only allowed to

have aspirin. This is wholly unac-
ceptable. There is a serious infec-
tion risk. Why was this patient not
assigned to the infirmary?”
- Dallas attorney Jason Charles
Ciarochi, Aug. 18, 2003

“Wife called. Said he has had
surgery before he was trans-
ferred here. She said he has been-
bleeding and couldn't get medical
treatment. | gave her the number '
for medical. After | hung up, | called
[the sergeant] and asked him to

] lost my toe due to an infec-
»ﬂon and | got inside this jail!
Now, another doctor is tryingto  +
" 'help me not only lose my more of
my foot, but my life! | have a 10-
and 11-year-old boys that I'd like to
see again! Even after | returned
from JPS and the doctors' calling
to be sure the orders were under-
stood, | still don't have my meds!
My seizures are getting worse..
Please do something about this
before it's too late.| am scared! -
Please help!”
- Grievance form filed
with the Sheriff’s Department,
Aug. 7,2003

“My client, who has been expe-
riencing intestinal problem, was
put in the medical facility for exam-
ination and diagnosis. ... He was

given nothing other than over-the-

counter medications, which did not
solve the problem. ... His problem -
has gotten worse. Today ... there '
was deliveredto him two over-the-,
counter medications — Metamucil

and Milk of Magnesia. Both of these

are laxatives. One of Brian's symp-
toms is severe diarrhea.”

- Arlington attorney -

John V. Dowdy Jr. to the Sheriff’s
Department, July 22, 2003

have someone check on the inmate .

since medical wasn't answering.”
~ Sheriff’s Department
‘g:orr%spondence, Sept. 22, 2003

@
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M The population of inmates
serving life sentences has
almost doubled in the past
decade, contributing to a
trend unprecedented in u.s.
history. :

HARRISBURG, Pa, — In
the woods near Gaines, Pa., in
late December 1969, Charlotte
Goodwin told Jackie Lee
Thompson a lie, The two 15-
year-olds had been having sex
for about a month, and she
said she was pregnant. He shot
Charlotte three times at close
range and then drowned her in
the icy waters of Pine Creek.

A few months later, Judge
Charles Webb sentenced him
| to life in prison. But the judge
| told Thompson, “We have
| found that, in the Ppast, quite
 frequently, if you behave your-
self, there is a good chance
that you will learn a trade and
you will be paroled after a few
years.” "
 Thompson behaved him-
self. So exemplary is his
prison record that when
Thompson, now 50, asked the
pardons board to release him,
the victim’s father begged for
his release, and a retired
' prison official offered Thomp-

son a home and a job, :

_ “We can forgive him,” said

Duane Goodwin, Charlotte’s
father. “Why can't you?”
The board turned Thomp-
son down, ¢
A few decades agﬁépﬁ liff

sentence was often 4 n
nomer, a way to suggest hars

punishment bt deliver 10 to-
20 years. il j s

| forever. LR
| . In the past 30 years, the
| United States has created
! ,sdl‘hething'unprecédepted in
/its history and unheard of

- But now, driven by tougher

- laws and political pressurg
 from governors and parole

“boards, thousands of criminals

| serving life sentences are

going jinto prisons each year,
and in many states few are
released, even in cases where

| judges and prosecutors did

1ot intend to put them away

worldwide: a booming popu- -

lation of prisoners whose only

' Waé:out is likely to be inside a
coffin. TR

A New York Titnes survey

' found that about 132,000 of the
~ Dation’s prisoners, or almost

one in 10, are serving life sen-
tences. The number of prison-
ers serving life sentences has
almost doubled in the past
decade, far outpacing the
overall growth in the prison
population. Of those sen-
tenced to life between 1988
and 2001, about a third are
serving time for offenses other
than murder, including bur-

- glary and drug crimes.
-, The United States is hous-
ing a large and permanent

population of prisoners who
will die of old age behind bars,

- At the Louisiana State Peni-
- tentiary in Angola, for

instance, more than 3,000 of
the 5,100 prisoners are servi ;

life without parole, and most
of the rest are serving sen-

 tences so long that they can-

not be completed in a typical

lifetime.

~ Some critics of life sen-

tences say they are overused,
- pointing to people like Jerald

Sanders, a small-time burglar
serving a life sentence in
Alabama: ¥ 0

Under the state’s habitual-
offender law, he was sent to
prison after stealing a $60
bicycle. e

By a conservative estimate,
housing America’s prisoners

~ serving life terms costs $3 bil-

lion a year. e o

~ Studies show that most
prisoners become markedly
less violent as they grow older.
“Committing crime, particu-

 larly violent crime, is an activ-
. ity of the young,” said Richard
* Kem, the director of the Vir-

ginia Criminal Sentencing

»
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IN MY OPINION

Manis dream stolen by mistaken

B A veteran peace officer lost his job, home
and businesses because he was falsely accused
of a robbery that may have never happened. ¢

Although tears come easily
for Larry Brantley these days, he
is a man who refuses to give up
on life or on his faith.

Still haunted by an unfortu-
nate incident at his workplace
two years ago that changed his
life for the worse, Brantley has
adopted a philosophy that gives
TS him incredible strength as he
continues to fight for the justice
he believes. has been denied him.

| Sanders: Man doubts
robbery happened

CONTINUED FROM 1B
and escorted him out of the building to be jailed.

Brantley, 52, had retired from the Tarrant County
Sheriff’s Department and had recently bought a busi-
ness of dollar-type stores. He had an impeccable
record of employment and money in the bank and
had recently bought a spacious new house.

He would spend 17 days in jail until his $50,000
bail was reduced to $25,000.

No one who knew him, especially his employer,
believed that he had been involved in a robbery.

Once he learned that the robbery he was accused
of had occurred seven months earlier, on Dec. 21,
2002, it didn’t take him long to realize he had a per-
fect alibi.

Brantley, who had never called in sick at his secu-
rity job, was on duty that day at the Fort Worth Club
at the time the crime was alleged to have happened.
Nine people, including employees and guests, signed
statements to that effect.

A security guard is not allowed to leave the
premises even for meals, and there are 64 security
cameras in and around the building that would have
recorded his actions had he left the property.

The robbery supposedly had taken place at Sally
Beauty Supply on Alta Mesa Boulevard in far south-
west Fort Worth.

I say “alleged” and “supposedly” in reference to
the crime because Brantley and his attorney now
believe that no robbery ever occurred. But 111 get
back to that. :

Brantley apparently became a suspect after a
female police officer answering the “robbery” call
took down the license number of a white car as she
entered the parking lot of the shopping area where
the beauty supply store was located. Police later
determined that the car was registered to Brantley.

“God allows us to go through

things,” he said in a recent inter- -

view.
“I haven't lost my soul. I've
lost a lot of my belief in
mankind, but not my faith.”
Brantley, a licensed peace
officer who is a security guard at
the prestigious Fort Worth Club,
grew up in Midland. :
Among his extensive files,
which include mostly commen-
dations from his military experi-
ence and work as a sheriff’s
deputy, is a photograph of his
Little League baseball team. He

proudly points to his picture and
then to another kid kneeling on
the front row, the one who
would grow up to be president

 of the United States — George

W. Bush. i :

* He used to smile when he
pointed to that photo. But he
rarely smiles these days,

- His troubles began in July
2003, when police officers came =
to the Fort Worth Club, told him
he was under arrest for armed
robbery, handcuffed him in front
of club guests and employees

More on SANDERS on 7B

He did own the car, but all witnesses at the Fort
Worth Club swore he never drove that car to work. It
was his wife’s, and she had been to the shopping cen-
ter that day with her two children. She has a dated

receipt to prove it,

At any rate, police later showed a photo of Brant-

the crime.

ley to the clerk who claimed to have been robbed,
and she identified him as the person who committed

Things went downhill for Brantley from there,

As a result of being charged with a felony, he had
to surrender his peace officer’s license, which meant
he lost his job. The Fort Worth Club did allow him to
continue to work in another capacity at lower pay. He
also lost his three stores.

A condition of his bail was that he not be allowed
to leave the county, and this provision is one of the -
things about which he is most bitter.

“My mother passed away during this time, and ‘,
after waiting for permission from the probation ‘
office to go home to Midland, Texas, to bury her, she
decomposed to the point that she had to be cremat-
ed,” he said. “Her memorial was held on my birthday,
Oct. 10 +

With all the facts on his side, and all the support
from co-workers who signed affidavits, Brantley was
no-billed by a grand jury and got his license and his
old job back. :

But he hasn’t gotten the one thing he wanted the
most: an apology from the Fort Worth Police Depart-

- ment for arresting him and for the way the investiga-

tion was conducted.

Brantley said one high-ranking Fort Worth official
has apologized privately, but that is not enough.

He has sued the city of Fort Worth, the Police
Department and Sally Beauty Supply for damages.

The suit points out that during the robbery, a clerk
alleged that a black man came into the store and
handed her a note on a napkin that read, “I have a
gun. Put the money in the bag.”

The clerk claimed that when she had trouble
opening the register, the robber took the gun out of
his pocket and pointed it at her. She then gave him -
about $200 in cash, she said, :




‘According to the lawsuit, there were two other

’ employeesmthe small store at the time, but they

ren’t aware of the robbery, and the note onthe

~ napkin has never been found. Also, there had been at

~ least one other mﬂar claim ofa robbery at this
store.

7 “Larry Brantley beheves, asa black ‘man, he was
su\gled out for racial discrimination and profiling as

a result of the careless, negligent investigation of

~ what was, in all probability, a phony robbery claim of
~ an employee, either acting alone, or in conjunction -

4 w1th others at Sally Beauty Supply,” the suit says.

- Shortly after the incident, the clerk left town with-
out leaving a forwarding address.
~ Oneof'the club guests who was in Brantley’s com-
pany at about the time the robbery was alleged to be
occurring across town was Tarrant Gdnnty District -
Attorney Tim Curry, the suit says.

" In its answer to the lawsuit, Sally Beauty Supply
“denies generally and specxfically the material allega-
 tions in Plaintiff’s Petition.... .”

* The city’s response raises the issue of i nnmumty
for municipalities and police to such lawsuits under
state law.

v o The City aﬁ"n'matxvely pleads that it cannot be
held vicariously liable as a matter of law for any neg-
ligent and/or grossly neghgent acts of its pohce offi-
cers and/or employees,” the c1ty states in its answer.

While the wheels of the justice system slowly
turn, Brantley continues to suffer.

Last month, he lost his house. Because of the fami-
ly’s new location, his children have had to withdraw
from schools they loved and enroll in new ones. In an
essay about his troubles, Brantley referred to his
ordeal as Stolen Dreams, Stolen Joy.

He began, “A highly decorated Vietnam era veter-
an. Stellar Military and Law Enforcement Career,
spanning some twenty-seven plus years. Mine is a
story of stolen dreams, stolen joy and learning to be
thankful for the thorns in my flesh.”

Although cities and police departments don't like
to admit mistakes or apologize, Fort Worth and its

~ Police Department owe Brantley a pubhc apology ... .
and more,

Mondéy, October 24, 2005

John E. Moilanen

FORT WORTH — John E.
Moilanen, 85, passed away
Saturday, Oct. 22, 2005, in
Fort Worth.

Funeral: 3:30 p.m. Tuesday at
Greenwood Chapel. Burial: Green-
wood Memorial Park. Visitation: 6 to 8
p.m. Monday at Greenwood Funeral

John was a 32nd-degree Mason of
Arlington Heights Masonic Lodge 1184,
a life member of Veterans of Forevgn
Wars, member of Moslah Temple
Shrine and American Legion. He was a
‘planner for many years at General Dy-
namics until he transferred to manufac-
turing engineering from which he re-
tired. John also had his own insurance
company with Farmer's Insurance
Group for 16 years and was an officer
with the Tarrant County Sheriff's De-
partment. He enjoyed many adventures
on his travels with his wife, alloverthe
world.

-John was preceded in death by his
brother, Armold Moilanen.

Survivors: Wife of 40 years, Verne
Moilanen of Fort Worﬂy:a adopted
daughter, Mary L. Buddin and husband,
Everett of River Oaks; stepsons, Jere-
my Brent of California and Fred Horner
and wife, Honey of New York; sister, Ef-
fie Typpi of Naperville, lll.; brothers-in-
law, Jack Alston and w}fe Eleanor of
Choctaw, Okla, and Edward Alston and
wife, Ola of Houston. -

Greenwood Funom Home - =
3100 White Settlement Rd., (817)333-0554
View and sign guestbook at - -
o www.star- Bllwwn convm

o
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Sherift bans tobacco use on duty

By ANTHONY SPANGLER
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

No whiffs, cans or butts.

Beginning Jan. 1, Tarrant County sher-
iff's employees will be banned from
smoking or chewing tobacco while work-
ing, even if they are not in uniform. Those
in uniform will be prohibited from using
tobacco while driving to and from work,
sheriff’s spokesman Terry Grisham said.

“We’ve already made buildings, the jail
and county vehicles smoke-free,” Grish-
am explained. “It’s a voluntary policy.
You just can’t work for us if you smoke or

“I can understand the need for a good
public image,” said Lipe, while smoking
outside the downtown Fort Worth jail. “I
think a lot of people will take the oppor-
tunity to quit.”

The county’s employee wellness pro-
gram is ready to help those who want to
quit, coordinator Kay Hancock said.

“It’s not going to be an easy thing and
some people are going to be scratching
the walls,” said Hancock, who quit smok-
ing 21 years ago. “We’ve even talked about
setting up a system where a smoker has a
support buddy.”

chew tobacco.” ~

The policy is intended to improve pro-
ductivity and employee health and to
eliminate packs of smokers at employee
entrances, Grisham said.

But some employees are fuming.

“It sucks,” said one sheriff’s employee
who did not want to be identified for fear
of repercussions. “I can’t believe they are
trying to tell us what to do when we’re not
on the clock.”

Detention officer Cynthia Lipe said
the new policy may help some workers
kick the habit.

|

|
|
|

STAR-TELEGRAM/RON T. ENNIS
Tarrant County detention officer
Cynthia Lipe takes a cigarette break
outside the jail in Fort Worth.

b}
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

[eaderstobe updated
on newest Jail proposal

W The sheriff wants to
avoid high-risk transports.

By ANTHONY SPANGLER
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER -

The latest $87 million plan
to renovate the Tarrant Coun-
ty Corrections Center would
add more single-bed, maxi-
mum-security cells to the
downtown jail, but would also
require hundreds of the most-
dangerous = inmates to be
transported to and from court
hearings - a security risk the
sheriff doesn’ ‘tQWaﬁ('fb take. '/

Tarrant Ci , commls
sioners will be briefed today
on jail options that could be
included in a $350 million
bond proposal, which officials
hope to take to voters in May.
They have to detail the costs
of major improvements in the
bond issue by February.

Cost estimates for some of
the projects have already been
given to commissioners. Last
week, they were told it would

“cost $122 million to build new
‘medical examiner facilities
and a new civil courts build-

~ ing and expand juvenile ser-
- vices. A consultant is helping

county officials choose from
among 120 transportation

' projects submitted by Tarrant

County cities that would
share $200 million.

The latest jail plan would
renovate five floors of the cor-
rections center and add new
buildings to the Green Bay
property at Interstate 35W
and Loop 820. ;

The proposed renovations
would provide 380 new maxi-

mum-security cells in the

- downtown jail, but jeopardize
648 medium-security beds
that were converted into dou-
ble-bunk cells in the early
1994. @1

“I think we’re still search-
ing for solutions,” Sheriff Dee
Anderson said after reviewing
the latest plan. “I need more
maximum-security ~ down-
town where we don’t have to
transport dangerous inmates
across the county.”

Commissioners hope to
achieve a compromise be-
tween Anderson and down-

A ESON

town business leaders who
have opposed any new jail fa-
cility in the heart of Fort
Worth. - :

Sheriff's officials would
prefer that the new jail be
built in the 500 block of West
Belknap Street, where the
Mueller Building is currently
used to store court records.
The building has an under-
ground tunnel that would al-
low jail inmates to be moved
to and from court appearanc-
es.

Three other proposals al-
ready considered by commis-
sioners include a $47.1 million
expansion of the Green Bay
facilities, a $92.6 million jail
on the Mueller Building site,
and an $87.7 million project to
replace a county building in
the 300 block of West Belknap
Street.

County officials have fo-
cused on the building at the
Green Bay site because the
cost of land acqmsmon would'
be cheaper. - ‘

Anthony Spangler, (817) 390-7420

aspangler@star-telegram.com
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arises
over jail
location |

M The sheriff vows to fight the
bond if the jail isn't downtown.

By ANTHONY SPANGLER

.  STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER '

Sheriff Dee Anderson vowed
Tuesday to campaign against the ’
county’s bond election if county
commissioners propose building
a maximum-security jail any- ,
where other than downtown Fort
Worth.

At a contentious meeting, the
five-member Tarrant County
Commissioners Court narrowed
the list of options for new jail fa-
cilities, which is expected to go
before voters next spring as part
of a $350 million bond package.

But one of the two remaining
options that commissioners are
considering would expand exist-
ing jail facilities at the Green Bay
site off Interstate 35W near Loop
820 in north Fort Worth. Con-
struction costs for that option
would be about $40 million
cheaper than the alternative plan
to demolish an old jail building in
the 300 block of West Belknap
Street downtown.

Anderson is opposed to the
Green Bay expansion, which he
says would require transporting
high-risk inmates to and from
court appearances and to medical
services.

“We will not house maximum-
security inmates at Green Bay as
long as I'm sheriff,” Anderson
said. “I will not put the public at
risk.”

Transportation costs would al-
so rise significantly, Anderson
said, if more inmates are housed
at the Green Bay site.

Downtown business leaders
have been opposed to construct-

- Mofe on JAIL on 14B

| Wednesday, November 9, 2005

CONTINUED FROM 1B
ing a new jail in the heart of

estate than as a jail site.

chang (e

commissioners.

Precinct 1 Commissioner Roy
Brooks asked Anderson.

“First of all, I won’t support
the bond election,” Anderson
responded. £

Precinct 3 Commissioner
Glen Whitley fired back sharp-
ly, with his voice rais:»ed: ol |
don’t think we are reaching any
compromise when the first
words out of your moutl} are
that you will not house prison-

new jail on that site would re-
quire some land acquisition
from Fort Worth and cost near-
ly $88 million.

But Fort Worth is negotiat-
ing with Tarrant County about
using the county jail once again
to house its prisoners, Precinct
4 Commissioner J.D. Johnson
said.

In December 2001, Fort
Worth ended a contract with
Tarrant County to book and

house its inmates.. After four
years of sending its in mates'to
Mansfield, Fort Worth officials

are ftrying to return to the
county. A larger booking area
would be necessary to accom-
modate Fort Worth’s prison-

ers, county jail officials say.
“I'would favor tearing down
the old- county jail ... and we
would be the owner of the city/
county jail,” Johnson said. “In
1987, the county was leaning to-
: A

compromise with (
building a new jail at the site of
the old jail building, wh.lcl} is |
next to the Windham Building
that houses the Fort Worth po-
lice headquarters. Some upper
floors house county jail cells.

Face-off ' Jail: Discussion of options
spurs heated exchanges

Whitley told Anderson.

Whitley said he would like

- te headquar-
t Worth. And some com- to see a corpora

1r?r(l)il;sioners say downtown land _ters built on land owned by the
owned by the county would be ~ countyin the 300 block pf West
better used as commercial real Belknap Street or high-rise
apartments built where court
i i i : kept in a one-

Discussion of the various records are now kej
jail options sparked heated ex- story warehouse in the 600

ges between Anderson block of West Belknap Street.

“I think there hasbeen some

\ i i i lots of land,”

hat happens if we elect interest mt.hosiep

to provide jail beds somewhere Whltley sangl, to turn a}ro.und
where you do not want them?” ?iﬁ build signature buildings

the

The plan to demolish the

old building and construct a
ers at the facility if we build it,” I

ward building this new high-
rise jail and courts building out
on Kimbo Road. But what
killed it was the transportation |
costs and the public’s safety.”
~ Commissioners, who have
unfil February to detail the
costs of the major projects in
the bond proposal, are expect- |
ing to get another briefing in
two weeks to including operat-
ing costs for the jail options. -
Last week, commissioners
were told that it would cost
$122 million to build new med-
ical examiner facilities and a
new civil courts building and
expand juvenile services. The

.county is also sorting through |

120 - transportation projects |
submitted by Tarrant County
cities that would share $200
million of the bond package.

[

Anthony Spangler, (817) 390-7420
aspangler@star-telegram.com
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Saturday, November 12, 2005 |

® i LETTERS, FAXES AND E-MAILS T0 THE EDITOR
'They may need the smokes

‘Whoa there, Wyatt Earp! Did the good people of  must immerse themselves in the sewer of humanity
Fort Worth elect a sheriff or a dictator? Telling peo-  every day at least have a smoke break now and then?
ple what they can do in their own cars? When the After all, it’s just a jail, not a four-star hotel.
sheriff provides every employee with a county- g , 2 Bill Woodard, Fort Worth
owned vehicle, then maybe! (See Nov. 4 news story i ) |
“Sheriff defends ban on tobacco.”) I fully understand why the Tarrant County sheriff

Why is it that when you give spmebody a little is prohibiting officers from using tobacco while in

~ power, that person turns into some kind of Third uniform. (Tobacco is extremely detrimental to one’s
~ World dictator? It never fails. health.) But I'd hate to be pulled over by an officer

It’s probably tough enough dealing with thugs, who’s at the end of his or her nerves because of dire
criminals and who knows what else all day long with- need for a cigarette. ;
out having a smoke now and then. If it were me and I We would hope that many of the officers will quit
had to deal with that all day, I'd wind up in therapy using tobacco because of the sheriff's ban. However,

for sure! \ | it doesn’t seem smart to put someone as uptight as a
I don’t know how much a deputy is paid — prob- = person trying to quit smoking in the position that
ably not a lot. I've never seen one driving-a Rolls- many officers face every day. ;
Royce. So, Wyatt, why don’t you let these people who 3 Sarah MacLean, Southlake
' - Heidi McLamore

Sunday, November 20, 2005 |

NORTH RICHLAND HILLS — Hei-
di McLamore, 44, passed away Thurs-
qay.FNw. 17,2005, in Denton, -

uneral: 1:30 pm. Monday in
Mount Olivet Chapel. Burial: Garden of
Memories Mausoleum. Visitation: 4 to 6
p.m. Sunday at Mount Olivet Funeral
Home. e b

Heidi was born Oct. 26, 1961, in
Landstuhl, Germany. She worked 15
years for the Tarrant County Sheriff's
Department.

Heidi was preceded in death by her
father, John N. McLamore Sr, and
brother, “Johnny” McLamore Jr. She will
ft;o}mdearlym missed byher friends and

. Survivors:  Mother,  Charlotte
Saenz; sister, Lydia Rambo; niece,
Charlotte Carpenter; = great-nephew,
Hayden Sullins; and extended family in

Mount Olivet Funeral Home




TARRANT

County
- closeto
picking
jail site

the criminal justice system out of
downtown.

By ANTHONY SPANGLER
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

Tarrant County commissioners
said Tuesday that they will likely
propose building a new maximum-
security jail in downtown Fort
Worth despite opposition from
downtown busi-
ness leaders, rath-
er than expand a
jail on the north- g
ern edges of the ci~ (W, =

A majority of
commissioners,
minus Judge Tom
Vandergriff who
remains hospital-
ized with flu symptoms, also agreed
that it would be cost-prohibitive to
move the criminal justice system —
courts, jails, attorneys and clerks —
out of downtown.

It would cost about $150 million
more to build a new jail and move the
county’s criminal courts to a loca-
tion near Interstate 35W and North
Loop 820 than it would to demolish a
county-owned building in the 300
block of West Belknap Street and
construct a 10-story building for jail
cells, a medical infirmary and ad-
ministrative offices for the Sheriff’s
Department.

Commissioner Glen Whitley said
this month that the county should
consider moving the criminal justice
system out of downtown to put
county-owned land on the tax rolls.
He said that unnamed developers
would like to build on those loca-
tions.

“] wanted to say that we've looked
at all of the alternatives,” Whitley

More on JAIL on 6B

WHITLEY

| Wednesday, November 30, 2005

Jail: Leaving downtown
too costly, county says

CONTINUED FROM 1B

said Tuesday. “In the last bond

election, we made decisions

without anyone being in the
_ audience to say ‘boo’ about
what we were considering.”

Local attorneys Tuesday
urged commissioners to keep
the criminal courts downtown
for economic reasons and his-
torical considerations.

Attorney Tim Evans, repre-
senting the Tarrant County
Bar Association, said that
criminal courts have existed in
downtown Fort Worth for
more than 120 years.

“The idea that the public’s
business and criminal justice
system should be at some out-
of-the-way warehouse district

is wrong,” he said. “It should be
in an area where the criminal
justice system is transparent to
the public, where the public’s
business is done.”
Commissioners have until
February to complete the de-
tails for a proposed May bond
election. The county is consid-
ering 120 transportation pro-
jects, submitted by Tarrant
County cities, to share $200
million of the bond package.
Commissioners were told
this month that it would cost
about $122 million to build new
facilities for the medical exam-
iner, a civil courts building and
to expand juvenile services.
The final piece is building
additional jail space to accom-

modate the county’s growing
jail population.

Sheriff Dee Anderson urged
commissioners to reconsider
building a new jail in the 600
block of West Belknap, where
the Mueller Building is used
for court records storage and is
linked underground to the
Correction Center and Justice
Center.

To build anew jail in the 300
block of West Belknap Street,
the city of Fort Worth would
have to give up about 15,000-
square-feet of space behind
the Wyndham Building, where
the city’s Police Department is
headquartered on the bottom
four floors.

“We are trying so very hard

to hammer a square peg into a
round hole,” Anderson said,
regarding the plans to build
next to the Wyndham Build-
ing. |
Construction on the Muell-
er site would require a build-
ing with about half as many
floors as the proposed site at
300 West Belknap Street, he
said. .
But Commissioner JD.
Johnson said that the land
would be more valuable as pri-
vate development. I

“Our intent was to build the
next high-rise jail on that
block,” he said. “But things
have changed.”

Anthony Spangler, (817) 39-7420 |
aspangler@star-telegram.co l
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M City and county officials must decide by Ja

 detention facilities can be shared. =~
By ANNAM.TINSLEY  Mansfield expires next year.
ok s wmaee X Negotiations bave been kept

er Mike’Moncrief : saxd ednes—
y. RS I R & ¥y

Moncrief, Mayor Pro Tem
Chuck lecnx,MTahz'rant‘ County
er Commissioners ].D. Johnson
T fairly quiet, but officials say a and Glen Whitley, and various
FORT WORTH — City and decision should be made in Jan- city and county staff members
county leaders are negotiating uary to give the county time'to met Wednesday afternoon in
adeal to send Fort Worth pris- adjust plans foranewjail. - thelatest of several meetings to
| onersbacktothe Tarrant Coun-  “It made sense before and it - discuss the possibility of a joint
ty Jail, possibly when the city’s 'makes sense now tohaveajoint venture. = :
contract to send prisoners to operation,” Fort Worth Mayor‘ Officials say they are exam-

By T act be.| lion contract with Mansfield  City officials say they riust
Ining COStSOf :nccl‘ontm?t ‘;g_: that ends in September. " decide whether to renew the
twemﬂwﬁtyﬂ cr:“w ~ City and county officials Mansfield contract in the next
Mohcﬁg'p é";‘? 3 péi-‘t"‘iéf‘ had been unable to agree on | two months. Pl A
the discussions is where the trms of a renewal contract = “The city is genuinely inter-
s g ulgbuﬂdane\#iéﬂ with the county, and city offi- | estedmtrymg}o see if we can
c"% ‘¥° e has not yet gone | Cials at the time told the Star- get together with the county,”
before ﬂ:: éity'nCoKncil or Ielegram that the switch to Moysrietasid: s o) p
mmissioners Court for con- Mansfield should save money. ~ “There’s a different council,
Comxmssmlwfsv Ol  Those cost savings have not = adifferent court and a different

Vo g 2 Wk

Siderati()n ) riali 4 . . \ pon ) s
oyt deidon Tt yoficabil cy muee Vs it
from the city by Jan. 15 in order | . "% o st g

’ ; ‘ | ra SPace”Silcox said: “Instead of '~ Anna b Tinsiey, (35) 3507610
B Pl -saving uimonow itloakslile |  * ansbmmr iy
new jail, which is expected to ;.. costing us money.” Anthony Spangler, (817) 390-7420

- be included in a bond package | e % s o aspangler@star-telegram.com
that could go begore voters in ‘ IT::Z ::::7312 budget ";ﬂ 'f‘ i
May, officials said. clu | for rising jail

al);' Folrt Worth decides to | contract costs with Mansfield,
house its inmates in the count ' and last year’s budget included
jail, then the plans foranewla;l] an additional $113,480, city
would include a larger booking | buccl:gi:; dmlsent:a ;hzgi;%ing
area, - i ‘ ; ‘

“We are offering our friends prisoners to Mansfield takes
. and neighbors a chance to ‘.ﬂddm?lml staff time and mon-
" come back nfmefgures:svgark ey, and can increase security

~ out,” Johnson said W y WLALEE el s
after the latest negotiations. ~ _ “It's about 27 miles away,

B i
county jails because the facili- : fyes e it takesto
ties must adhere to Texas jail drive. ... But it's not just about

standards money.

|

City ils are not subjectto _ “We need a better ‘setup
- the gu

delines and can cut thanwhat we've got.”
1e costs, such as guard-to- , ¥
inmate ratios. ;
- Fort Worth sent its prison-
ers to the Tarrant County Jail .
- from 1985 to 2001, until offi-
cials signed a five-year, $16 mil-




Jail: Whitley’s plan would not move civil courts

CONTINUED FROM 1B
County officials will devel-
op cost estimates for the latest
plan in about two weeks.
Commissioners have until
early February to work out de-
tails for a proposed May bond

election. The county is also

considering 120 transportation
projects, submitted by Tarrant
County cit-
ies, to share
$200 million
of the bond
package.
Earlier
this  month,
commission-
ers were told
it would cost
about $122
million to build new facilities
for the medical examiner, a civ-
il courts building and to ex-
pand juvenile services.
Whitley’s plan would leave
civil courts in the Justice Center
in the 400 block of West Belknap
Street — eliminating the need for
a new civil courts building —
and move 20 state and county
criminal courts to the Green Bay
site at Interstate 35W and North
Loop 820. The Green Bay jail
would be expanded to house
maximum-security prisoners.
It would cost about $40 mil-
lion less to build maximum-se-
curity cells near the Green Bay
site than to renovate the Cor-
rections Center downtown in

WHITLEY
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the 500 block of West Belknap
or build a new jail in the 300
block of West Belknap.

Last week, Sheriff Dee An-
derson said he would oppose

. construction of maximum-se-

curity cells anywhere other
than downtown, citing the cost
and security risks of transport-
ing inmates to and from court
appearances and to medical
services. Whitley's proposal
would eliminate the need to
transport high-risk inmates.

“l don’t know what all
[Whitley] is proposing,” An-
derson said Tuesday. “But it
seems like a very expensive so-
lution, moving the entire court
system, as opposed to building

T
STAR-TELEGRAM/DEWUAN X. DAVIS

432 maximum-security beds
downtown.”

District Judge Sharen Wil-
son said the county’s state and
county judges have not been
involved in the discussions re-
garding moving the courts.

“The one person in all of this
who has the most training for se-
curity issues is the sheriff,” she
said. “Maybe we ought to listen
to the person with the training
and where best to put a jail.”

Downtown business leaders
oppose building more jails in
the heart of Fort Worth.

“We respectfully disagree
with the sheriff,” said Andy

Taft, president of Downtown

Fort Worth Inc. “Jails are not

the highest and best use of land
in downtown. But it also would
be quite a blow to the econom-
ic base of downtown-business

if we lost all of the attorneys, |-

paralegals and jurors associat-
ed with the courts.”

Whitley argued that new
Tarrant County College facili-
ties near the Trinity River
could bring enough people to
offset the loss of people associ-
ated with the criminal courts.

Criminal defense attorney
Francisco Hernandez, who
owns an office near the Tarrant
County Corrections Center,
said splitting the location of
criminal and civil courts would
be costly for lawyers who prac-
tice in both fields.

“It would make it difficult to
schedule criminal and civil hear-
ings when you have to drive that
kind of distance,” he said. “I think
they are taking a few steps back
to take one step forward.”

Whitley contends the devel-
opment along the Trinity River
could make land owned by the
county more valuable in the fu-
ture. :

“What if moving everything
ate up the whole $40 million in
savings? We are still at a point
where downtown is better off
from the standpoint that we’ve
put valuable land back on the
tax rolls,” Whitley said.

- Anthony Spangler, (817) 390-7420
aspangler@star-telegram.com
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FORT WORTH — Harold

Rogers, 69, a constable for

Tarrant County Precinct 8,

quietly answered the Mas-
tersoaﬂFndastc 2, 2005 athis resi-
dence.

Funeral: 1 p.m. Saturday, Pilgrim
Valley Missionary Baptist Church, 4800
S. Riverside Dr., the Rev. W.G. Daniels,
host pastor, and the Rev. P.C. Ray offici-
ating. Burial: Dallas-Fort Worth Nation-
al Cemetery. Visitation: Noon to 6:30.

p.m. Friday, with the family greeting

friends 7 to 8 p.m., at the funeral home.

Harold was a former member of the
Tarrant County Sheriff's office for 12
years and a member of New Dawn Min-
istries, Black Sheriff Auxiliary, Park
Rangers (FWPD) and the Fort Worth
IndependomSehoolDlmctSaMyOfﬂ-

Survlvon Loving wife, Jamesie
ogers; - children, -Harold Rogers il
(Charlotte)andKathy Holmes; brother,
George Rogers (Joan); five grandchil-
dren; three great-grandchildren; god-
children, Travis Waggoner, John
Thompson and numerous others; spe-
cial nephew, Woodrow McGrew Sr.;
special nieces, NollFlamJanleeNlchol-
sonand Pat Conley; a host of other rela-
tives; and the Tarrant County Precinct 8

Gregory W. Spencer Funeral Directors -
4000 Miller Ave., (817) 531-8666
View and sign guestbook at
www.star-telegram.com/obituaries

Fumrll 10 am. Satucdny
Whno'sFuneralHomeChapel B-;l:?lg
p.mFrldayutmweFummiHm

Memorials: In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Agnes Baptist

Walls; ahbr—ln-im Sheila Espinoza
and husband, Leo; brothers andsisters,
Jana Hicks and husband, Keith; David
Mantooth and wife, Tina, Mariena Dvo-
rak and husband, Vic; aunts and un-
cles, Theo and Shirley Hairston and
Drew and Naomi Singleton; and numer-
White's Funeral Home
Springtown, (817) 220-7111
View and sign guestbook at
mmm
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Two options
for new jail

TARRANT COUNTY
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~ details of the two options, both of which

ng area. The county

g with Fort Worth to
inmates back into a combined
More on JAIL on 8B

space, administrative

would add 432 maximum-security
B Booking ar

. beds, infirmary

Jail: Location will now be ‘a political decision’

CONTINUED FROM 1B
jail,

“We haven’t included the
cost of land needed from Fort
Worth to build on the 300 West
Belknap location, but other-
wise the costs are relatively
the same,” David Phillips, Tar-
rant County’s facilities manag-
er, said Tuesday after the
weekly meeting of the Com-
missioners Court.

Commissioners continue to
debate where to put the new
jail as part of the county’s larg-
est-ever bond package, which
could go before voters in May.
The county has discussed the
bond package for about two

* years, with the costs growing
to an estimated $435 million.

The bond money would al-
so be used to construct a new
civil-courts building, fund
about 120 transportation pro-
jects and expand the Medical
Examiner’s Office and juvenile
services.

The location of the jail has
been hotly contested, with
proposals ranging from build-
ing in the block just west of the
Corrections Center to moving
the county’s entire criminal-
justice system to north Fort
Worth. Cost has been central
to the debate.

“Now it’s going to be a polit-
ical decision,” said Commis-
sioner Roy C. Brooks, whose
Precinct 1 encompasses down-
town.

Commissioner J.D. Johnson

Jail options

Downtown,

_@m st.
| | | | | |

| |
STAR-TELEGRAM

has opposed building a jail on
land occupied by the Mueller
Building, whichis used to store
court records.

Sheriff Dee Anderson has
favored building on the Muell-
er site. He has said he would
oppose any proposal to con-
struct maximum-security jail
cells away from the downtown
courts, which would require
dangerous inmates to be trans-
ported through residential ar-
eas. .

“My feelings haven’t
changed on that issue,” he said
Tuesday.

Precinct 2 Commissioner
Marti VanRavenswaay said she
favors a new jail in downtown

S[IN THE KNOW | e

Tarrant County’s
proposed bond
package

# 120 transportation projects:
$200 million

@ New maximumesecurity jail:
$113 million

# New civil-courts building:
$59.7 million

# Expanded juvenile services:
$36.3 million

@ New medical-examiner
facilities: $26.5 million
SOURCE: Tarrant County

Fort Worth.
“We have to see which prop-
erty, Mueller or Belknap,

could be put up for sale and
bring in the most money and
generate the most money on
the tax rolls,” she said.

Commissioners have
pledged to set aside $200 mil-
lion of the bond package for
120 transportation projects.
They would also set aside a
portion for mass transit.

Also Tuesday, the Fort
Worth Transportation Author-
ity asked commissioners for
$20 million to help build a new
passenger rail line from south-
west Fort Worth through the
mid-cities to  Dallas-Fort
Worth Airport. The project
would be contingent on future
federal funding, state money
and wide-ranging support

from cities countywide.
“Obviously something
more needs to be done to alle-
viate traffic congestion than
just road improvements,” said

- Dick Ruddell, president of the

agency. “It’s going to take a
good mix of solutions.”

Commissioners also voted
to extend a countywide burn
ban through Feb. 8 but allowed
limited exceptions for weld-
ing. '
Representatives of Bridge-
port-based Devon Gas Servic-
es, a gas-and-oil company,
asked commissioners to grant
exceptions for welding in en-
closed spaces and repairing
equipment and lines.

“There are minimal risks of
sparks getting out,” said Rich-
ard Luedecke, a regional man-
ager for Devon.

Commissioners let Tarrant
County Fire Marshal Randy
Renoir approve emergency
welding repairs on a case-by-
case basis. ¢

However, the court will
consider next week whether to
grant exceptions for outdoor
welding.

“We have been fortunate
that we haven’t lost much
property over the weekend,”
Renoir said. “But we really
need the public’s help. I think
everyone is more and more
aware each day of the dan-
gers.”

Anthony Spangler, (817) 390-7420

aspangler@star-telegram.com




County: Mueller Building may be sold
o com‘mﬂlll“l“" E”H} i ‘» |
$36.3 million to expand juve-
nile services and

DOWNTOWN JAIL ;
¢ : ‘Ihe  Belknap building, -
$26.5 million. which is next to the Fort Worth
 Police Department headquar-

Officials
prefer

to build medical examiner fa-
cilities. ‘

| ters in the Thomas R. Wind--

Commissioners. hﬁve no"t‘lham Building, formerly had jail

~ Anderson

high-risk inmates; to and from |

Belknap
for jail

B Construction of a downtown jail
near the criminal courts building,

- He said he could support the

appears to have the support of a
majority of commissioners.

By ANTHONY SPANGLER
(i STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
A majority of Tarrant' County
commissioners is poised to build a
maximum-security jail at 300 W.'
Belknap St., one of two sites that
would keep high-risk prisoners near |
the downtown courts. {
Three commissioners — Roy C. |
Brooks, J.D. Johnson and Marti Van- |
Ravenswaay — told the Star-Tele-
gram that they prefer the Belknap
site to the nearby Mueller Building
in the 600 block of Weatherford
Street. !
Commissioner Glen Whitley said |

he favors the Mueller Building rec-
ommended by Sheriff Dee Ander-
- son. County Judge Tom Vandergriff
said he is undecided.

' The five-member Commission-

. ers Court has debated for monthsov-

er where to put a new jail, which
‘would be included in a $435 million
bond package expected to go before
voters in May. Commissioners have
indicated that the bond package also
would include $200 million for
" tra rtation projects, $59.7 mil-
k: m a new civil courts building,
% More on COUNTY on 16B

court appearances downtown. Jf

’,

“Belknap site.

“It would be more conve- ||
nient for us to use the Mueller |

site,” he said. “Belknap was my
second choice.” e
‘Commissioners have said
they would like to sell which-
ever site they do not choose for
coquercial development. Pre-

liminary figures show the
' Mueller Building, which is

used for records storage, is
worth about $2 million. The
land at 300 W. Belknap is
worth $1.3 million to $1.5 mil-
lion, facilities manager David
Phillips said Tuesday.

The jail debate has centered
on the cost of each option. The
construction cost would be
about $113 million for either the
Belknap or Mueller site. But
that figure does not include $10
million necessary to relocate
the county’s records storage

J from the Mueller Building or
 the purchase of land from Fort
' Worth that would be needed to
 build on the Belknap site. The

i E:Qh st.

| voted on the final projects or Space and now houses the
costs that will go before voters. sheriff’s office, two auxiliary
( had vowed to op- courtrooms and other county
pose a plan to build the jail staff.
away from downtown, saying xtl
would require transporting ther west to construct new

“I don’t want to go any fur-

Jail pti_ons
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county buildings,” said VanRa-
venswaay, Precinct 2 commis-.
sioner. “If we can stay within
the boundaries of where we al-
ready are in downtown Fort
Worth, it would be best for ev-
eryone.” ‘

Anthony Spangler, (817) 390-7420
aspangler@star-telegram.com

Belknap site would also re-

- quire moving the sheriff's of-
fices and other county stafftoa
temporary location during
construction.

But commissioners say that
if the Belknap site is chosen,
| they would want to sell the
Mueller Building, meaning
' county records storage would
‘have to be moved anyway.

[ Wednesday, January 18, 2006




ARLINGTON — James E. Wright,
85, a retired distrct judge, died Satur-
day, Jan. 21, 2006.

Funeral: 2 p.m. Wednesday at First
United Methodist Church, Fort Worth.
The Rev. Dr. Lamar Smith will officiate.
Interment: Watson Cemetery, Arling-
ton. Visitation: 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday at Ar-
lington Funeral Home.

Pallbearers will be Jean De Bullet,
Jeff Eaton, Walt Kerr, Bud Leddingham,
Robert Lee, Lewis Marchbanks, Danny
Page and David Stewart. Honorary pall-
bearers will be Bill Blackmon, Dennis
Dellis, Tom Foster, Barry Hasten, C.M.
“Hank” Hudspeth and Bill Northern, and
all members of Shrine Patrol.

Memorials: The memory of James
E. Wright may be honored with a dona-
tion to the Scottish Rite Children’s Hos-
pital, 2222 Wellborn, Dallas, Texas
75218, (214) 559-5000; American
Heart Association, 2401 Scott, Fort
Worth, Texa$ 76103, (817) 315-5000;
or a charity of choice.

James E. Wright was born Jan. 15,

1921, in Arlington. He was the only child |

of James Robert Wright, former Tarrant
County sheriff and U.S. marshal for the
Northern District of Texas, and Clairette
Smith Wright. He was also the nephew
of C.H. “Punch” Wright, former Tarrant
County commissioner. He graduated
from Arlington High School in 1937 and
attended North Texas Agricultural Col-
lege 1937-1940, now UTA, where he
was active in ROTC and band. He
served with the Army Air Corps during
World War Il as a glider pilot. Upon his
return, he entered the University of Tex-
as Law School and graduated with a
doctor of jurisprudence in January
1949. He was a member of Phi Alpha
Delta legal fraternity. He served as Ar-
lington city attorney from 1951 to 1961
and was a trial lawyer in Fort Worth from
1949 until 1969. In 1970, he was ap-
pointed district judge of the 141st Dis-
trict Court, where he served until 1989.
He was a member of the Fort Worth-
Tarrant County Bar Association 7=~

| Sunday, January 29, 2006.

Don Miller

- WEATHERFORD — Don
Miller, 67, died Thursday,
J.an.,26,2006.atalocalhos-

pital.

Funeral: 10 am. Thursday at
White’s Chapel of Memories in Weath-
erford. Burial: 1 p.m. in the Dallas-Fort
Worth National Cemetery. Visitation: 6
to 8 p.m. Wednesday at White's Funeral
Home in Weatherford.

Donald Gene Miller was born Oct. 8,
1938, Picher, Okla., to George and Lou-
ise Cole Miller.

Proudly serving his country, Mr. Mill-
er retired from the United States AAr
Force.

He worked for the Tarrant County
Sheriff's Department and was a mem-
ber of the C.L.E.A.T. Law Enforcement
organization.

Mr. Miller was preceded in death by
his parents.

Survivors: Mr. Miller is survived by
his wife, Jerre Cox Miller of Weather-
ford; daughter, Wendy Catherine; step-

Preston Jeﬂery brother, Wlllam David
Norman and wife, Jamie; uncle, Robert
Cole and wife, Elsie; and numerous
nieces, nephews and friends.
White's Funeral Home
Weatherford, (817) 596-4811
View and sign guestbook at
www.star-telegram.com/obituaries

|
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olina-based Insight Enterprises to
de Crease b (, doctors and sometimes did not get

- study inmate health care.
treatment for weeks because of
B Sheriff's officials say medical

‘ Il]m ' te 2 { o | ml’s medical setvice pro-
nales  vided by the JPS Health Network,
h» : th Ao - was under fire last year after coun-
' : 5 & Its report cited dozens of critical
Com la,ln -\ deficiencies, inciuding that  in-
p 1L mates were not getting required
poor record-keeping. :
- The Sheriff’'s Department says
care in the jail has improved
since a consultant found dozens -
of deficiencies in 2004. ‘

ty commissioners hired North Car-
L medications, were rarely seen by
P By ANTHONY SPANGLER .

r ¥ v
4 4 4 4

Health care complamtg from
. Tarrant County Jail inmates have
dechned 65 percent in the last year
as county officials have hired more
medical staff, improved record-
keeping and purchased new equip-
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Jail: JPS has spent $4.3 million

e e L L

to improve inmate health care

CONTINUED FROM 1B

that inmate care has improved since JPS
— the county’s taxpayer-supported hos-
pital district — has spent an additional
$4.3 million on jail medical services.

Commissioners this week voted to
brmg the consultant back to re-examine
the issue. Insight Enterprises will begin
its new study next week.

“The hospital district has made tre-
mendous strides in correcting things
that needed correcting,” Commissioner
].D. Johnson said. “We need an outside
source to let us know if there are any new
weak spots and if we've taken care of the
earlier problems.”

In fall 2004, the consultant reported
that inmates were not receiving routine
care, that requests to see medical staff
were stuffed into filing cabinets, unread
for weeks, and that medical records were

“in a stal nﬁ? f chaos.”
officials complained that JPS
was not responsive to the¥ concerns

. “[JPS] has made tremendous

strides in correcting things that

-needed correcting.”

. — County Commissioner J.D. Johnson

- about staffing shortages, broken equip-

ment and inadequate prescription ser-
vice.

“They’ve come so far, and we have

some very attentive management in
place that wasn’t here before,” said Terry
Grisham, a Sheriff’s Department spokes-
man.

Since the report, JPS has hired a full-
time dentist, a medical director, an ad-
ministrator and additional doctors. JPS
also more than doubled its records staff
and hired additional pharmacists.

The result is a dramatic decline in in-
mate complaints, records show. In Janu-
ary 2005, there were 400 complaints re-
lating to medical care, compared with

STAR'TELEGRAMITOM PENNINGTON
JPS physician assistant Lee Celiz treats a
Tarrant County Jail inmate Wednesday. In-

.mate health care complaints are down 65
" percent in the last year, officials say.

Ll

140 last month.

The most significant. change, says IPS
Chief Operating Officer Ron Stutes, is
that more of the staff as31gned to the 1a11
has corrections experience.

“We have people who are happy to be
in a correctional environment, and they
want to make a difference,” Stutes said. “I
think we will fare very well [in the new
study] because we implemented the rec-

ommendations of the consultant. We
would be open to any sug%esuons forim-

proveghent.”

| gshsle
‘Anthony Spangler, (817) 390-7420
m.com

aspangler@sta
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Ken Benge

FORT WORTH — Ken

Benge, 73, a retired Tarrant

County constable and for-

mer deputy sheriff, passed
away Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2006, at his
home.

Funeral: 11 a.m. Monday in Win-
scott Road Funeral Chapel, 1001 Win-
scott Road, Benbrook. Burial: 1 p.m. in
Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery,
-ane B, 2000 Mountain Creek Parkway,
Jallas. Visitation: 6 to 8 p.m. Saturday.

Ken Benge was born Afril 14, 1932,

in Coleman, Okla. He served his cour-
try in the Army from January 1951 until
January 1954 and in the Air Force
September 1954 until his retirement i
1971. He retired from the Tarrant Coun-
ty Constable’s Office in January 1993
after many years. Ken was preceded in
death by his parents, Bill and Mae Hick-
man Benge, and brothers, Harlan ag
Louie Benge.

Survivors: Wife, Judy Benge; chil-
dren, Monte Lynn Benge and wife, Lin-
da, of Amarillo, Valley Dawn Benge Fer-
rell and husband, Gary, of Denison and
David Benge of Flower Mound; step-
children, Jeft Fagan and wife, Jackie, of
Mansfield, Candice Fagan of Irving and
Richard Fagan and wife, Joscelyn, of Ir-
ving; grandchildren, Dodd Benge, Kade
Benge, Kyle Ogiby, Jared Ogilby, Jo-
nathon -Mackay and James Bestng
stepgrandson, Camden Fagan; ste
great-granddaughter, BryAnna Ferrell;
sister, Quinnia Yates; and many nieces
and nephews. s

Winscott Road Funeral Home 7
Benbrook, (817) 249-1177
View and sign guestbook at

STARTELEGRAM/TOM PENNINGTON

JPS Health Network nurse Janet Hicks reviews paperwork Wednesday while treating a _'lhrr_ant County Jail inmate
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Inmate dies a
 day after he

| was arrested

- M Angelo Allums, 27, of Mans- -
-field injured himself inside a
~ holding cell, according to Fort
~ Worth police. j
: By TRACI SHURLEY
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER d
A 27-year-old Mansfield man
died Saturday after being trans-
ferred to a hospital from the Fort
Worth jail Friday night, according
to information from the Tarrant
County Medical Examiner’s Office
- and jail officials.
- Angelo Allums was arrested

Friday afternoon by Fort Worth
police on suspicion of a drug of-
fense and spent about six hours at
the facility at 350 W. Belknap St.,
jail Lt. Arthur Barclay said Sunday.
Records show that Allums was
transferred to John Peter Smith
Hospital at 8:50 p.m., Barclay said.
He said the records do not show
the nature of his medical prob-
lem. : R

Fort Worth police and Al-
lums’ family differed Sunday
on what they believe caused
his death, with police saying
Allums harmed himself.

Allums’ mother, Janet Al-
lums, said her son called an-
other family member Friday
afternoon complaining that he
had been choked by police,
could not breathe and was be-
ing denied medical attention.
Allums said she then received
a call early Saturday from an
intensivg, care nurse at John
Peter S%ﬂth. informing her
that her son had been admitted
to the hospital with a head in-
jury. Jail officials told the hos-
pital he had banged his head
against something and injured
himself, Janet Allums said.
~ “Ido not believe he banged
_ his head,” she said.

A o

investigating death

" “Police i)ép;aﬂmént spokes-

man Lt. Dean Sullivan said re-
cords show that Allums in-
jured himself inside a holding
cell at the jail. Sullivan said he
did not know the nature of the
AT AIG saial
He 'said police are investi-
gating and are waiting to hear

from the medical examiner '

about the__gfiuse of Allums’
death. ‘ i
The medical ‘examiner’s

Web site said Allums died in
the hospital’s intensive care
unit at 4:17 p.m. Saturday. An
autopsy had not been complet-
ed Sunday evening, and no
cause of death was listed on
the Web site.

Allums had been arrested
several times. He pleaded
guilty to misdemeanor charg-
es of cruelty to an animal in
1997 after police accused him
and another teen-ager of set-
ting a puppy on fire in Decem-
ber 1996, according to court re-
cords and Star-Telegram ar-
chives. ;

Traci Shurley, (817) 390-7757
tshurley@star-telegram.com

Tuesday,‘February 14, 2006 |

Head injury killed
Fort Worth prisoner

m WORTH - A Fort Worth Jail
prisoner who died Saturday was killed
by blunt-force head injury, the Tarrant
County Medical Examiner ruled Mon- .
day. Angelo Allums, 27, of Mansfield,
who was arrested Friday on suspicion |
of a drug offense, died Saturday at
John Peter Smith Hospital. Allums’
family said that jail officials told hospi-
tal personnel that Allums hit his head |
against something. Jail records in-
dicate that Allums injured himself
inside a holding cell, said Lt. Dean
Sullivan, & Fort Worth police spokes-
man. Allums’ family said Allums called
a relative on Friday, saying he had
been choked by police and was having
trouble breathing. On Monday, Sullivan
said that the investigation into Allums’
death was not complete. The medical
examiner has not yet ruled on the

manner of death.

*-Algk Branch
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TARRANT COUNTY JAIL

FORT WORTH — Christopher Chu-
basco Wilkins has been in the Tarrant
County Jail since November, accused in \

the killings of three men.

Law enforcement officials say he was

planning to escape.

Last week, sheriff's deputies discov-

ered that Wilkins

W Officials believe Christopher Chubasco Wilkins was
going to try to escape during a meeting with a detective.

Key-swallowing in;nate 10}
- gef new restraints

WILKINS

COUNTY JAIL

§ v ] ® .
Wilkins has been 1n tne t lnmate
' Tarrant County Jail since No-~ I L ‘

vember, awaiting trial on
murder and capital murder
charges in the deaths of Gil-
' bert Vallejo, Mike Silva and
Willie Freeman.
Vallejo was fatally sho!
Oct. 26 as he walked out of th¢

had swallowed a Lady Luck Lounge at 426 S.

handcuff key and was concealing 2 \F Jennings Ave. Two days later,

- handmade knife.

A letter in Wilkins’ cell touted his
. white-supremacist backgr.ound qnd sug- |
. gested that he would kill again, Fort

Worth police Sgt. J.D. Thornton said.

Because of the discovery, the Tarrant
County Sheriff's Department purchased

high-security restraints.

«“We didn’t want to push conventional
handcuffs on him again,” department
spokesman Terry Grisham said.

Wilkins is awaiting trial on murder
and capital murder charges inthe deatl}s
of Gilbert Vallejo, Mike Silva and Willie
Freeman.

By DEANNA BOYD

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

FORT WORTH — Special
restraints have been pur-
chased for a jail inmate ac-
cused of killing three men af-
ter sheriff's deputies discov-
ered he had swallowed a
handcuff key and was con-
cealing a handmade knife in
preparation for an apparent
escape.

A search of Christopher
Chubasco Wilkins’ cell last
week also uncovered a one-
page handwritten letter that
included white supremacy
phrases and centered on Wil-
kins’s belief that he would
soon be out of jail, homicide
Sgt. J.D. Thornton said.

“It doesn’t specify by what
means, but once out, accord-
ing to the letter, he planned
on killing more people,”
Thornton said. “The contents
of the letter confirmed our
original thinking that he is a
violent individual who will
kill at random and that race
probably was a factor in the
killings for which he’s in jail.”

" police found the bodies of Sil-

va and Freeman in a ditch

near the 9500 block of Old

Weatherford Road. :
Vallejo and Silva were His-

panic. Freeman was black.
Assistant District Attor-

ney Tiffany Burks said Tues- |

day that prosecutors intend
to seek the death penalty.

She said the office is still
gathering information to de-
termine whether more charg-
es will be sought.

Wilkins’ = attorney, Wes
Ball, said he had heard of the
latest accusation against his
client from a detective but
had not read any reports on
the incident.

“Pm going to have to look
at the official documentation
of this to see whether these
claims have merit,” Ball said.

Since his incarceration,

Wilkins has told Fort Worth
homicide investigators that
he committed about a dozen
other slayings in at least five
states, including Texas. So far,
checks with those jurisdic-
tions and a two-day excava-
tion last month of the back
yard of a New Mexico home
where one of Wilkins’ victims

was supposedly buried have
not resulted in anything to -

corroborate his claims.

The knife and handcuff
key were discovered by jail-
ers Feb. 22, one day before
Wilkins had planned to meet
with homicide Detective
Cheryl Johnson.

“Because of his classifica-
tion as assaultive and high-
risk, he is routinely searched
and his property is routinely

swallowed

key,

eoncealed knife

searched ... at different times
of the day and night,” said

Terry Grisham, spokesman
with the Tarrant County
Sheriff's Department. k

During the search, depu-
ties saw Wilkins place some-
thing in his mouth, which
Wilkins said was  a razor
blade, Grisham said.

“We took him' to medical
and X-rayed him. It was very
clearly a handcuff key, which
is a tremendous security
risk,” Grisham said. :

Grisham said it is not
known how Wilkins got the
key, which was recovered
Monday.

Grisham said that deputies
also recovered some type of
plastic material that Wilkins
appeared to have tried unsuc-

cessfully to fashion into akey -

as.well. :
Officials believe Wilkins

ter recovered by deputies was
addressed to her and was in-
tended to have been found af-
ter his escape. ‘

Johnson said the letter and
other items did not surprise
her because Wilkins’ crimi-
nal history includes other es-
capes, including leaving a
halfway house in Houston.

“We expected that every
time we took him out bécause
he has such a history of es-
cape,” she said.

Deanna Boyd, (817) 390-7655
dboyd@star-telegram.com

was going to try to escape.
during his meeting with John=
son. Johnson said that the let= -




FORT WORTH — Joseph Wiliam
Laskowski, 66, a retired ceputy sheriff,
passed away Thursday, March 23,

~ Joseph William Laskowski |y qnesday, March 29,2006

memorials: In lieu of flowers, the
family requests donations be- made to
the American Heart Association.

Mr. Laskowski retired from the U.S. . | |
Air Force and from the Tarrant County
Sheriff's Department. He was also an
active member of the Masons.

Survivors: Wife, Judy Laskowski of

. Fort Worth; sons, Richard Laskowski of

Fort Worth and Brian Laskowski and

| wife, Leigh Ann, of Weatherford; daugh- -

ter, Danielle Tanner and husband,
Beau, of Keller; sister, Theresa Lynch
and husband, Tom, of California; and
four grandchildren.
Baumgardner Funeral Home
3704 Hwy. 377 S,, (817) 731-8400
View and sign guestbook at

|
f

2006, in Fort Worth. S

Funeral: 10 a.m. Friday, Maréh 31, | -
at St. Peter's Catholic Church in White
Settlement. Burial: 11 a.m. Monday,
April 3, in Dallas-Fort Worth National ,
Cemetery. Rosary: 7 p.m. Thursday at
the church.

JOE LASKOWSKI | 1939-2006

www.star-telegram.com/obituaries

o

‘Man was dedicated to career in

law entorcement

W Mr. Laskowski was a Tarrant

. County sheriff's deputy and grew

up wanting to be a cop.

By BILL TEETER
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

Joe Laskowski’s favorite job was
picking up and driving wanted crimi-
nals from across the country back to
Fort Worth after they had been cap-
tured in other states.

Mr. Laskowski was a Tarrant
County sheriff’s deputy, and the way
he saw it, he was
carrying on a Tex-
as tradition, said
his wife, Judy Las-
kowski.

“Texas has a
reputation that we
go after the people
that are wanted,”
she said.

Mr. Laskowski,
66, of White Settlement, died March
23 from heart complications follow-
ingda six-week bout of the flu, his wife
said.

Mr. Laskowski was born in Roch-
ester, N.Y., where he completed high
“school and met and married Judy
Laskowski. In1962, he joined the U.S.
Air Force hoping to become a mili-

LASKOWSKI

Services

Mr. Laskowski's funeral will be 10
a.m. today at St. Peter's Catholic
Church in White Settlement. Burial
will be 11 a.m. at Dallas/Fort Worth
National Cemetery. The family asks
that in lieu of flowers, memorials be
sent to the American Heart Associa-
tion.

tary police officer, but his high test
score prompted the Air Force to send

~him into the medical field. He was

trained in radiology and eventually
became a radiology instructor.

In the 'Air Force, Mr. Laskowski
was assigned to $everal posts in the
United States and one in Thailand
until he ended up at Carswell Air
Force Base in March 1972, she said.

Mr. Laskowski started with the ,
Sheriff's Department as a reserve |

|

1“

Tanner said Mr. Laskowski was al-
so'a 33rd-degree Scottish Rite Mason

. ‘and active in the Moslah Shrine Tem-

ple in Fort Worth. He was a member
of St. Peter’s Catholic Church in
| White Settlement and enjoyed fish-
1ing, polka music and spending time:

‘with his family, Tanner said. y

. Mr. Laskowski is also survived by
'sons Richard Laskowski of Fort
Worth and Brian Laskowski of
| Weatherford; son-in-law Beau Tan-
| ner of Keller; sister Theresa Lynch of
California; and four grandchildren.

Bill Teeter, (817) 695-3801
bteeter@star-telegram.com

deputy 32 years ago, working nights Fort Worth Star-Telegram

and weekends doing the same work | Friday, March 30,

as paid officers, Judy Laskowski said.
In1982, he retired from the Air Force
as a master sergeant and worked for
City Center Security until 1988,
when he became a full-time paid

deputy, said Danielle Tanner, Mr. .

Laskowski’s daugl_xter.

2006




Sunday, April 2, 2006

Darlene Sharon Kilough
Dominy South

FORT WORTH — Darlene Sharon
Kilough Dominy South, 62, a loving Na-
na, passed away Thursday, March 30,
2006, in Amarillo. :

Memorial service: 2 p.m. Wednes-
day at Sanders Funeral Home, 8525
Mid-Cities Blvd. Visitation: The family
will receive friends following the service.

Darlene was a native Texan who
proudly served as a deputy sheriff for 21
years with the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Office.

She loved to travel and to see new
places.
Her parents, John and Dorcas Ki-
lough, and her brothers, Jim and Tom
Kilough, preceded her in death.

Survivors: Children, Sharon Do-
nell Ford and her husband, Russell,
Debbie Hutsell and her husband, Bill
and Jason Dominy and his wife, Karen;
grandchildren, Spencer and Alex Ford,
Michael and Kevin'Hutsell and Sydney
Dominy; sister, Dottie Cain and family;
brothers, Bob and Johnny Kilough and
family; sister-in-law, June Kilough and
family; many loving friends.

Sanders Funeral Home
North Richland Hills, (817) 581-0777
View and sign guestbook at
www.star-telegram.com/obituaries

- them in a storage room.

'+ five years with the Sher-
! iffs Department — was

i olations by having im-

CIVIL RIGHTS

ruesaay, Aprii 4, ZUVo | .

Former jailer, 58, indicted

W A grand jury returns two indictments
accusing a former Tarrant County jailer

. of having improper sexual activity with

two female inmates.

By MELODY McDONALD
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
FORT WORTH — A 58-year-old former
Tarrant County jailer has been indicted on
charges that he fondled two female inmates
last year after cornering

Donald Wayne Woo-
dall — whom officials
fired in November after

indicted last week ontwo
charges of civil rights vi-

WOODALL

proper sexual activity
with a person in custody. Each charge is

' punishable by a maximum of two years ina
" state jail facility and a fine of up to $10,000.

Terry Grisham, a spokesman for the Tar-
rant County Sheriffs Department, called
the allegations “serious.”

“We take a dim view of any officer who
would misuse their position of authority to

* deprive an inmate of their civil rights,”

Grisham said.

Woodall is free on $5,000 bail. His attor-
ney, Paul Snell, said through a spokeswom-
an in his office Monday that he did not wish
to comment at this time. Woodall did not
return a message left at his home.

According to an arrest warrant affidavit,
two female inmate trusties — one age 29,
the other 40 — accused Woodall of inap-
propriately touching them in the first few
days of September 2005 while they were as-
signed to work in the officers’ dining room.

The 29-year-old woman said that on
Sept. 5, Woodall followed her to a supply
room as she went to get a hairnet and, as she
was turning to leave, he stood in her way
and touched her breasts, the affidavit stat-
ed. The woman said that she pushed around
him and walked out.

Later that day, the woman reported the
incident and told investigators that the
week before, Woodall asked her whether
they were having “a wet T-shirt contest.”
When she replied “no,” the woman said
Woodall told her “he wouldn’t mind,” the
affidavit stated.

The woman said his comment shocked
her and that she told the other trusties
about it. A

The 40-year-old inmate, who filed a

complaint against Woodall the same day as
the other inmate, reported being in the stor-
age room on Sept. 2, 2005, when he entered
and asked whether anything was missing.

The woman said she told him “no” and
got a broom and dustpan. As she tried to
leave, the woman said, Woodall made a
comment about her wet uniform and said it
looked like they had a “wet T-shirt contest™”

Later, when the woman returned the
broom and dustpan to the storage room,
Woodall followed her and blocked her pa
to leave. She reported that he touched hi
breasts through her uniform, then lifted her
uniform and began touching her breasts,
the affidavit said. )

At one point, when the woman pulled
her shirt down and tried to leave, Woodall
grabbed her right hand and placed it on his
groin area outside of his pants, the affidavit
stated. Woodall then pushed his other hand
inside her pants, the affidavit stated.

On Sept. 5, officials sent Woodall home
after both inmates filed official complaintsi
During an interview with the investigating
officer on Sept. 16, Woodall denied inappro-
priately touching either woman’s breasts. -

When officials showed him their photo-
graphs, Woodall said he recognized the
women but did not remember their names
and denied having conversations with
them, other than to ask them questions
about supplies. ‘

Grisham said officials placed Wooddll
on paid administrative leave that day while
they continued to investigate. s

About a week later, Woodall changed his
story. &7 pe
He told a polygraph examiner that th
40-year-old woman lifted up her shirt ang
exposed her breasts to him, asking whether
he wanted to see them, the affidavit stated:
Woodall said he pulled her shirt down and
gave her a stern warning not to ever dof
again, the affidavit said. e

Woodall stated that his hand might m
brushed her breast as he pulled her shir
down, but no sexual touching occurred, the
affidavit stated. %

On Sept. 27, Woodall added to the story;
saying the inmate pulled out the waistband
of her pants, asking him whether he was in-
terested in “this.” He acknowledged putting
his hand on her genitals, the affidavit said.

Woodall denied any contact with the 29-
year-old inmate, the affidavit stated.

On Nov. 21, Sheriffs Department offi-
cials fired Woodall. ’ I e

Melody McDonald, (817) 390-7386 oe
mjmedonald@star-telegram.com 0J
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TARRANT COUNTY

Inmate

care is
.M Grievances by jail in-
* mates regarding medical
- "care are half of what they
: ygere‘ ayear ago. f

By ANTHONY SPANGLER
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

Medical care at the Tar-
~rant County Jail has im-
iproved dramatically in the
past year, according to a

‘ study of jail healthcare re-

. leased Tuesday.

.. Inmate requests for med-
ical attention that formerly

+ piled up for weeks now are
‘screened within 24 hours,
“sometimes resulting in im-
‘mediate attention.
" The JPS Health Network,
‘the county’s taxpayer-sup-
ported hospital district, has
assigned more medical staff
to the jail, resulting in better
record-keeping, and has re-
“duced the amount of time in-

. mates wait to see a doctor or
dentist.

“We have a. registered
nurse reviewing [inmate
medical requests] every day,
making decisions that some-
times get inmates to a doctor

“wwithin 24 hours,” said Dr.

' Alan Byrd, JPS’ jail medical

. director. “That’s better than
-»some people get in the free
wworld.”’

% As a result of increased
staffing, better records man-
+ agement and improved phar- |
. “maceutical services, health- |
care complaints from Tar-
< rant County inmates have
~declined more than 50 per-
*«Cent in the past year, accord-
ing to the study by North
" 1Carolina-based Correctional
*. Health Care Consulting.
The study is a follow-up
to a 2004 evaluation that
-.lambasted the jail’s medical
. ~care, concluding that inmate
- »medical records were “in a
- state of chaos” and that treat-
ment was unteliable for the
~ sickest inmates.
- Sheriff Dee Anderson
said JPS now seems commit-
-ted to providing adequate
medical care. The jail recent-
ly passed a state standards
inspection, which includes
_.inmate healthcare.
+*~ “I can sleep at night now
*knowing that they are get-
ting the medical care they
. ‘need,” Anderson said. “The
__ -staffing and quality of people
- _working in jail medical has
.'made all the difference. The
- «doctors, nurses and other
medical staff really want to

. ..-work there.”

‘.« But the recent jail study

- states that male and female

.-inmates should be separated
. _+n the infirmary, as required
; by state law.

. As it is, male and female
inmates are not separate in
the waiting area.

“Although this arrange-
ment has been in place since
the facility opened, the coun-
ty must take the need for
more separation into consid-

_eration when designing any
new jail facilities in the fu-
ture,” the report states.

" County officials are hop-
" ing that voters approve a
$433 million bond package
that includes about $108 mil-
lion for a new jail, which -
"would include a new medical
. infirmary that would allow
for the complete separation
‘.of male and female inmates. .
/"The present jail system also
has inadequate space for
l“’t‘pedical records, the jail
1 study states. | .
" County commissioners
“said they are pleased with
_the progress in inmate med-
ical care. ; \
" «1t took a lot of additional
_money and a lot of manage-
“ment changes, but everyone
' -is working together to make
. significant improvements,”
' said Commissioner J.D.
| Johnson. “T'll keep my eye on
' the jail medical situation as

| long as 'm here.”
'y~ Anthony,Spangler, (817 390-7420
! . aspangler@star-telegram.com




FORT WORTH— Helen Askew Le-
near, 63, a correctional officer for the
Tarrant County Jail, passed away Sun-

‘ day, May 7, 2006 at her home.

Funeral: 1 p.m. Saturday in the
Pauline Minor Memorial Chapel at
Gregory W. Spencer funeral home.
Burial: Cedar Hill Memorial Park. You
can visit Helen from noon to 8 p.m. Fri-
day at the funeral home, with the family
present from 7 to 8 p.m.

Survivors: husband, Willie Lenear;
sons, Anthony Lenear (Alfretta) and
Trevoy Lenear (Eugenia); sister, Arwen-
da Oliver of Irvine, California; grandchil-
dren, Trevoy |I, Terrence, D’'Undria, An-
thony and Andrea; and a host of family
and friends. :

Gregory W. Spencer Funeral Directors

4000 Miller Ave., (817) 531-8666
View and sign guestbook at
www.star-telegram.com/obituaries



Jail contract with
Tarrant County unlikely

B City officials will consider ioday whether to keep sbndlnq
inmates to the Mansfield Jail. i : %

By ANTHONY SPANGLER
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

Tarrant County’s negotia-
tions to house Fort Worth pris-

~oners in a combined jail have

fallen apart, turning city offi-
cials’ attention to extending
their contract with Mansfield.

‘Fort Worth officials will dis-
cuss in a closed meeting of the
City Council today whether to

consider paying the higher

costs of a city-county jail or
continue sending their inmates
to Mansfield. The city’s five-
year, $16 million contract with
Mansfield is set to expire in
September. ]
County officials say that a

deal could not be reached with
Fort Worth and that a deal with
Mansfield is imminent.

“Ihave to make sure that the
council confirms that,” said Joe
Paniagua, Fort Worth assistant
city manager, who has been in-
volved in the jail negotiations
with Tarrant County and
Mansfield.

“I am going to outline the
options to the council and see
how they would like to move
forward. The arrangement we
have now is working the best
that it can.”

Fort Worth police have been
pleased with the Mansfield jail
contract, said Lee Jackson, Fort

~ident.

Worth Police Association pjes-

“A couple years back when
we first started, we had some
trouble retrieving [booking]

" photographs, but that has all

been worked out,” he said.
Defense attorneys, howev-

er, say the distance to the

Mansfield Jail creates difficul-
ties in speaking with clients.
“It is definitely inconve-
nient,” said Fort Worth lawyer
Reagan Wynn, president of the

Tarrant County Criminal De- 4

fense Lawyers Association. “I

the cost of court-appointed at-
torneys traveling back and
forth to Mansfield is passed

along to the taxpayers.”
Mansfield has a 240-bed fa-

" cility, just west of U.S. 287 near

the Johnson County border,
that houses Mansfield, Fort

Worth and federal ‘inmates. -

About 120 Fort Worth inmates -
are booked into the facility
each day, Mansfield Police
Chief Steve Noonkester said.
Fort Worth inmates who do
not post bail are typically held
less than 48 hours in Mansfield
while police await prosecutors”
decisions to file formal charg-
es. Once the charges are ac-
cepted, those inmates are
transferred to the Tarrant
County Jail. Friam :
But Fort Worth oﬁéglalal:&be-
gan seeking a better after
expected cost savings had not |

materialized in its deal with |

Mansfield. Fort Worth sent its

prisoners to the Tarrant Coun-
ty Jail from 1985 to 2001, until it
contracted with Mansfield.
After months of negotia-
tions, city and county officials
have been unable to agree on
terms to return inmates to a

. combined jail.

“Its unfortunate that we

just could not make things

'work,” said Tarrant County

" Commissioner ].D. Johnson,

who has been involved in the
jail talks. S
“A combined jail would

don’t know the numbers, but . make more sense to the taxpay-

ers in Tarrant County.”

Anthony Spangler, (817) 390-7420
ar-telegram.com
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Rekindled memories

As a history buff, I very much enjoyed David Cas-
stevens’ Tuesday story (“Fascination with Bonnie
* and Clyde keeps tiny Louisiana town on map”).

But he should have given credit to the other five
officers, along with Ted Hinton, who wrote finis to
the story of these long-sought desperados. According,
to the May 24, 1934, issue of the Bienville Democrat -
(which I have), Sheriff Henderson Jordan headed this
six-man posse, along with Deputy P.M. Oakley, also
of Bienville Parish. They were supported by Frank
Hamer of Austin, a former captain in the Texas Rang-
ers; M.N. Gault of the Texas Highway Patrol; and
Deputies Bob Alcorn and Ted Hinton of the Dallas
County Sheriff’s Department.

Casstevens wrote that Clyde Barrow was 25 and
Bonnie Parker 23, contrary to the Louisiana paper
published the day after the ambush. It said Barrow
was 23 and Parker 26. A

Nevertheless, the story rekindled memories of this
saga that came to an end on the Ringgold Highway a
few miles south of Gibsland, La.

Floyd F. Clark, Fort Worth.

TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 2006 |
PR EIREEE

Beeson had been shot in the hip

FORT WORTH : | and face by an unknown assailant
€ s who fled, said Sheriff Dee Ander-
| son.

| ; The deputy was taken to Harris
| a)rra,n Methodist Fort Worth hospital,

where he was alert and was being

: questioned by Fort Worth police,

said Tarrant County chief deputy

epu Jay Six, who oversees the patrol di-
vision. 3

° ] t More on SHOOTING on 6A

B The off-duty officer was
working security at the grocery
on East Lancaster Avenue. :

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITERS

FORT WORTH — An off-duty
Tarrant County sheriff's deputy
was shot and injured Monday
night outside an East Fort Worth
grocery store, authorities said.

Fort Worth police officers |
; called to the Carnival Food Store
at 4620 E. Lancaster Ave. shortly
after 10 p.m. arrived to find deputy
Michael Beeson lying in the park-

i ing lot with two gunshot wounds,




CONTINUED FROM 1A
Officials said they were
“cautiously optimistic” about
his survival.

A man who authorities be-
lieve is the suspect in the
shooting arrived at Harris
Methodist with a gunshot
wound early today, said Sher-
iffs Department spokesman
Terry Grisham.

Anderson said the deputy
was sitting on a bench outside
the store in full uniform talking .
to his wife on a cellphone
about 10 p.m. A man walked up
and pulled a gun on him.

“It seemed like maybe he

was trying to rob him,” Ander- |

son said.

A struggle ensued and the
/| man shot the deputy, authori-
| | ties said. The deputy was able
||'to return fire. The man fell,
' | then got up and fled.

Fort Worth police launched
an extensive manhunt for the
shooter, dgscribed by witness-
es as wearing a black shirt and
green pants. Authorities estab-
lished a search perimeter in
the neighborhood south of the
store, in the vicinity of Edge-
wood Terrace and Panola Ave-
nue.

‘Upon_ hearing about the

Fort Worth police
officers investi-
.gate the shooting

of an off-duty
sheriff's deputy
at the Carnival

' Food Store on
East Lancaster
Avenue on Mon-
day night.

Shooting: Deputy was wearing
uniform when gunman approached

Deputy shot

STAR-TELEGRAM

shooting, Anderson went di-
rectly to Harris Methodist,
where the. officer was being
worked on in the trauma unit.

Beeson was described as a
department veteran ~ who
works in courts and. )ud1c1al
services.

“Right now our only
thoughts are with our deputy,”
Grisham said. “We will turn
our attention to the perpetra-
tor in due time.”

“We pretty much know
what happened,” Anderson

said. “The huge question is
why it happened, and we may
never know .the answer to
that.”

The incident marks the sec-
ond shooting in three years of a
Tarrant County sheriff’s depu-

ty.

In September 2003, deputy
Mike Tatsch was shot while at-
tempting to arrest a man on a
drug warrant. Tatsch, a 10-year
veteran of the department, was
shot in the abdomen.

Other deputies returned
fire on the shooter, who sur-
vived and was later sentenced
to more than 80 years in prison.

In November 2005, Fort .
Worth police officer -Henry
“Hank” Nava was fatally shot
searching for a wanted man in
northwest Fort Worth.

At the store Monday night,
several people were inside the
store, apparently waiting to be
interviewed by police officers.
Yellow crime scene tape was
strewn across the east en-
trance of the parking lot. Some
officers were walking custom-
ers to their cars.

“I'have noidea what precipi-
tated this,” he added. “We’ll
certainly find out.”
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The mark of what beast?’

T'his beast i

B This Mustang is enjoying a
long run, despite what some
think is an unlucky number.
X L
By JOHN AUSTIN

i STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
" PANTEGO - Some say 666
is an unlucky number. ,

For Sue Maddock and her
car, it's been devilishly lucky.

Maddock was a 20-year-old
Braniff International Airways
stewardess taking home just
$400 a month when she
scraped up the down payment
for a new 1966 Signal Flare Red
Ford Mustang convertible.

Forty years and 174,196
miles later, she’s still driving
the three-speed time machine,
whichrolled off the San Jose,
Calif,, assembly line on 6/6/66.
- “It’s been a wonderful num-
ber for me,” said Maddock,
who paid $2,800 plus finance
charges for the Mustang, now
insured for $25,000. “I look at
the car and my heart just
sings.”

Her husband, Frank, is the
only guy who’s ever wrested
the wheel from Maddock, a for-

S fust

mer Tarrant County deputy
sheriff who once ran for the de-
partment’s top job.

He was a Braniff pilot on his
first flight with the now-de-
funct carrier when the couple
met and the Mustang was new.

“The things that have been
the most stable in my life have
been my husband and my Mus-
tang,” said Maddock, a long-
time Pantego resident. “The
mid-'60s were the best of a re-
ally good life. All those memo-

SPECIAL TO THE STR-TELEGRANMLLIS KNIGHT
Sue Maddock and her Ford Mustang, which rolled off the assembly line

in California 40 years ago today: 6/6/66. It cost $2,800 plus interest.

X

a pony

ries ...7

Of course, some memories
are better than others.

“The Mustang was in an ac-
cident when my husband and I
were engaged,” Maddock said,
adding that the other driver
was at fault. “I was ready to kill
her.”

But Maddock got the car
fixed and went on to drive it in-
to the 21st century.

Along the way, she has ac-
cessorized her ride with little

valve covers.
chrome oil pan,” said Frank

chrome Mustang luggage rack
for Mother’s Day.

But the engine is original, as
are the plaid trunk, spare tire
covers and the black-and-
white Texas license plates.

Maddock regrets ditching
the original AM radio, but not
the original black top: too hot.

The car now sports a white
top. The body is back to the
original color, or as close to it
as Maddock could get after
having it repainted green at
some time. v

She’s not the only one. Peo-

ple ask what she’ll take for it all
the time.

Maddock isn’t entertaining
offers. Her 39-year-old son will
eventually inherit the wheels.

. But she isn’t handing over

‘thekeysanytimesoon._ :
“I'll never part with it,”

Maddock said. “It just takes me
back to good times.”

Maddock gave the Mustang
one extended break, storing it
. ire Onblocks inan airplane hangar
::}‘: ectl:leshullxiea ;hinzl%Zhr‘:;: for six years, but she dug it out
P in the 1980s, and the pony car is |

“I think the next thing’ll be a completely roadworthy these
days.

“When we pulled it out I fell
Maddock, who bought her a in.Jove. with it all ovet.again” ||

Maddock said.

John Austin, 817-548-5418
Jjaustin@star-telegram.com




DASs investigator was ‘one of the
toughest guys to wear a badge”

M The former bronc rider dreamed of

becoming a police officer, and he be-

came a “cop’s cop,” helping gather
-evidence for prosecutors. '

By MAX B. BAKER

- FORT WORTH — When he was youn-

ger, it appeared that William Duke La-
mond might end up on the wrong side of

the badge. ]
As a youth, he got into a lot of trouble,

his family said. And

while working the pro-
fessional rodeo circuit,
specializing in bronc

mond was as tough as
- the toughest cowboy.

~sisters were  happy

LAMOND - when Mr. Lamond set-
Wt = tled down and went into

law enforcement, becoming a determined,
resourceful and committed officer often
described by his colleagues as a “cop’s
cop.” : '

“He was one of the toughest guys to
‘wear a badge,” said brother John Lamond
TI1. “His stories of apprehending bad guys,
going on drug busts, they could dominate

- a full day of conversation.” ‘
Mr. Lamond, 67, died Saturday, shortly
after being diagnosed with lung cancer.

and bull riding, Mr. La-

So his brothers and

~Services
A funeral will be held at 10 a.m. today at
Laurel Land Funeral Home, 7100 Crowley
Road, in Fort Worth. Burial is at Laurel

Land cemetery.

Guthrie, Okla,, but grew up in Haltom Ci-
ty. : :
_ After a stint in the Army, Mr. Lamond
— described by his family as short, scrap-

py and hardheaded — tried to make a liv-
ing as arodeo cowboy for about 10 years. It

‘wasn’t an easy life.

“I watched him get bucked off a wide
variety of horses and cows all across the

‘Southwest,” John Lamond III said. “One

him, but he cleared the fence.” s
After he got married and had a child,
Mr. Lamond entered the printing industry,
eventually working with his father and
brothers at their firm, Tarrant Printing. He
also served one term as the mayor of Ever-
man, from 1976 to 1978. But his dream was
to become a police officer, his brother
said.
“He worked briefly for the Tarrant
County Sheriff's Department before be-

time he got bucked off a bull and it chased

-coming an investigator for the Tarrant

County district attorney’s office. Investi-
gators help prosecutors gather informa-

Mr. Laiﬂond was born July 26, 1938, in

“He was one of the toughest guys
to wear a badge. His stories of
apprehending bad guys, going on
drug busts, they could dominate a
full day of conversation.”
S — John Lamond ITI, brother

tion to bolster their cases. ‘

- Mr. Lamond worked undercover, help-
ing law enforcement agencies break cases
involving stolen weapons and vehicles,
said Bill Foster, a co-worker. He also went

- undercover for the narcotics intelligence

.

said. o P S
“Duke was always there,” Foster said.

unit, working “long, strange hours,” he

“He was a cop’s cop and a hardworking

y. :
~Mr. Lamond left the district attorney’s
office in 1999. s :

Mr. Lamond developed an offbeat
sense of humor that helped him endure
life’s ups and downs. : ‘

“He’s been my father, brother and best
friend,” said his younger sister, Raye Lea
Lamond. :

Mr. Lamond is also survived by his son,
William Duke Lamond II, and two grand-
children. :

Max B. Baker, 817-390-7714
maxbaker@star-telegram.com
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Deputy shot |
at store 1S
doing well

B Michael Beeson, who was moon-
lighting as a security guard, has
extensive law enforcement training.

 shortly after 10 p.m.
- Monday, with gunshot

/

. FORT WORTH — A Tarrant County
 sheriff's deputy was in good condition

Tuesday, a day after he was shot twice
 while working :

AR S TN
G - T e
1 QY

Avenue.

BEESON ’

wounds to his hip and face. | !

“We're feeling fortunate,” said Terry

Grisham, a Sheriff's Department spokes-

Beeson: Wounded man surfaces

CONTINUED FROM 1B
man. : ;
On Tuesday, Beeson was awake, lucid and
expected to recover at Harris Methodist Fort
Worth hospital, officials said. T I

Before 1 am. Tuesday, a man authorities
said was “a person of interest” in the shooting
arrived at Harris Methodist with a gunshot
wound to his back. e

The man claimed he was shot near the
store. Police spokesman Lt. Dean Sullivan said
that the man, who he declined to identify, was
in critical condition Tuesday. el

“If anything, it’s an interesting coincidence
that three hours later we had a person, meet-
ing the description of the suspect involved in
our shooting, show up at the same hospital,
having sustained a gunshot wound to the
back,” Sullivan said.

“This person is certainly someone of inter-

est, but he doesnt rise to the level of being a
suspect now,” he said. !
Fort Worth police are handling the case. No

arrests had been made as of Tuesday evening, Carnival F

officials said.

During his 14-year career with the Sheriffs '
Department, Beeson received the depart-
ment’s certificate of merit three times for act-
ing above and beyond the call of duty, Grish-
am said.

Beeson holds jailer and peace officer li-
censes and has at least 940 hours of training,
including extensive instruction on use of
force techniques and crime scene investiga-
tion, according to the Texas Commission on
Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Edu-
cation, which maintains training and licensing
standards for peace officers.

He ranks as an expert with a handgun, the
highest degree of proficiency, Grisham said.

Beeson operated a metal detector at the

front door of the Tarrant County Justice Cen- |

ter, court officials said.

They said he worked at the position for
about six months, after serving as a bailiff for
Judge Deborah Nekhom Harris in County
Criminal Court No. 4. it

“We select people very carefully for that

job because they have heavy p’hblfc.eontact.."

department spokesman Grisham said. “He is

even-handed, calm and personable — a very

positive force to have around.”
Sheriff Dee Anderson said Beeson was sit-

ting on a bench outside the store in full uni-

form talking to his wife on a cellphone about

10 p.m. Monday when a man walked up and

pulled a gun on him, apparently to rob him.
After a struggle, the man shot the deputy,

authorities said. The deputy was able to Te-

ng was he second outside the
Store, 4620 E. Lancaster Ave., in

‘less than twomonths, i
On April 9, Francisco Hernandez, 35, was

walking across the parking lot shortly before
11 p.m. when he was shot by a man in a Chrys-
ler PT Cruiser.
There also has been a recent series of rob-
beries along Lancaster, Sullivan said.
Sullivan said the Police Department’s ho-

micide, robbery and major case units are shar- |

ing information about the incidents.

“We'll see if we can make those connec-
tions,” he said. “Our first and foremost con-
cern is with the subject responsible for shoot-
ing this deputy.” . '

Staff writer Melody McDonald
contributed to this report.
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Injured
ex-con
faces

charge

M The suspect has a criminal past, ,‘
__including a federal conviction for
.felony possession of a firearm.

Crime: Man _suspectéd
in shooting has record

CONTINUED FROM 1B

er, Beeson, al4-year veteran of
the department who is as-
signed to courthouse security,
was in remarkably good spir-
its, Anderson said.

“Although he faces a diffi-
cult future,
he does
have a fu-
ture,” An-
derson said
at a mnews
conference.
“You're lit-
erally talk-
ing = about
the space of
a few inches for the track of
that bullet to have had a much,
much more tragic outcome.”

In an arrest-warrant affida-
vit, which was released
Wednesday, investigators de-
scribed what they believe
happened about 10 p.m Mon-
day outside the Carnival gro-
cery store at 4620 E. Lancaster
Ave. where Beeson was a part-
time security guard.

Beeson, 43, who was in full
uniform, was talking to -his

BEESON

wife on a cellphone during a
break when he heard a voice
say, “Get off the phone.”

Beeson saw the muzzle of a
pistol pointed at his face. He
reached for his gun, and the
voice said, “Don’t do that.”

A shot rang out, and Bee-
son was struck in the right
cheek. ‘

Officers found the deputy

lying in the parking lot a few ‘

minutes later.

He was taken by ambu-
lance to the Harris emergency
room, where Tutt showed up
about two hours later in a car
with two other people.

An investigator there to in-
terview Beeson saw Tutt, and
detectives decided to ques-
tion him also. According to
the affidavit, Tutt told them
that he was in the grocery
store parking lot when he
heard gunshots, so he ran for
safety.

“Tutt stated that he felt a
pinch in his back and contin-
ued to run,” the affidavit said.

“Tutt stated that he had no'
idea who shot him because he -

ik .: {*- v

S L7 By BILL MILLER
S8, STAR’I’ELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

outside an east
Worth grocery
Monday night.

1 | said.

store

Dominick Tutt, who
was released from feder-
al prison in December
after serving five years
and three months on a
weapons conviction, now faces an at-
tempted capital murder charge in the
shooting of Tarrant County Sheriff’s Dep-
uty Michael Beeson, 43.

Tutt’s bail is $500,000. °

Both men are patients at Harris Meth-
| _ odist Fort Worth hospital. Beeson was
| wounded in the right cheek and in a hip.
Tutt was shot in the back, authorities have.

FORT WORTH — A 26-year-old ex- -
convict, who is in critical condition at a
Fort Worth hospital, was formally accused ;
g Wednesday of trying to
} rob and kill a Tarrant
County sheriff’s deputy

Fort

TUTT

On Wednesday, Sheriff Dee Anderson
said that Beeson was in guarded condition

and faces a long, painful recovery. Howev-

SPECIAL TO THE STAR-TELEGRAM/RICHARD W. RODRIGUEZ
Tarrant County Sheriff Dee Anderson, left, and Fort Worth police Lt.
Gene Jones look on as police spokesman Lt. Dean Sullivan speaks to
reporters Wednesday about the shooting of Deputy Michael Beeson.

was running away when he
got hit.”

Tutt told the officer that his
brother drove him to the hos-
pital.

Detectives were suspi-
cious, so they checked into
Tutt’s record. U.S. District
Court records show that he
pleaded guilty in May 2000 to
felony possession of a firearm.
He was released in December
after serving the 63-month
sentence, according to Feder-
al Bureau of Prisons records.

Police found a mug shot of

Tutt that was taken during a
previous arrest, said Lt. Gene
Jones, commander of the Fort
Worth Police Department ma-
jor crimes unit. Investigators
added Tutt’s photo to a photo
lineup that was shown to Bee-
son on Tuesday. The deputy
pointed to Tutt as the man
who shot him, Jones said.

Tutt’s criminal history in
Tarrant County goes back to
the 1990s, according to the af-
fidavit.

Bill Miller, 817-390-7684
wmiller@star-telegram.com
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Tarrant sheritt

prevails in getting
inmate data online

B Want to find out if a loved one is in jail?
Pretty soon the information will be only a
mouse click away.

By MAX B. BAKER
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

Hundreds of times a day, Tarrant County
sheriff’s deputies talk to people on the phone
about inmates, giving out basic information
about what crime they are accused of commit-

ting and what it will cost to bail them out.
“People want to know
- what Uncle Joe is charged

INSIDE I C
B A suggestion of with,” Sheriff Dee Anderson
what the dossier  said. “For some of them, it’s

Uncle Joe’s 50th time in jail
and they know the drill real-
ly well. But you have some
people who don’t have any idea what the pro-
cess is. The calls run the gamut.”

Soon, getting this basic information will be
just a mouse click away. Anderson’s depart-
ment will join other agencies across the state
that post charges, bail amounts and mug shots
on the Internet.

Anderson fought for more than two years to
provide the information electronically, finally

might look like on
the Internet. 10B

“You can’t guarantee how
someone will use the informa-
tion once it’s in their hands,
and if they are devious enough
they can do whatever they
want with it,” Smith said. “But
as far as identity theft, I can’t
imagine too many people who
want to be a criminal.”

Anderson faced strong op-
position from Wilder, who
was concerned about provid-
ing unrestricted access to
court records through the In-
ternet.

Wilder argued that al-

can be tracked through the

is abalance due on a fine. Har-
ris County, however, does not
Pprovide a mug shot.

uty Steve Macsas said making
information available online
has been extremely helpful,
not only in distributing infor-
mation to the public but also
;n 1hdtflpins law officers in the
1€ - "

though there is a common-law -

right of access to court re-
cords, it is not “unlimited.” He
refers to dozens of laws, court

. cases and opinions by Texas
attorneys generals that court
records are exempt from the
Public Information Act. He al- |

so points to several court or-
ders signed by local criminal
court judges, in particular a
1995 order giving limited com-
puter access to that informa-
tion.

“This is a very contentious
issue,” Wilder said. “ID theftis
very much in play here. Ac-
cess to court records that have

has to be done in a correct
way.” -

Wilder was reassured by a
court order signed by state’
District Judge Ken Curry, the
local administrative judge,
which allowed an exception to

a lot of information in them .

‘expensive Internet tracking
services with in-depth infor-
| mation about a suspect. This
- way, any officer with a wire-
less lapt?p computer can get
mrmat:on, ::; said.
e mug shot is very hel
. ful. Officers in theie:'ry squal:
cars can pull it up on their lap-
g, htl;;a anyone else, and com-
e them to people th
stogg;ed,; Maﬂcx,m said. o
eve Smith, Tarrant Coun-
ty’s chief information technol-
ogy officer, said safeguards
will be built into the system.
Someone won't be able to
Googleanameandpullupthe

i

jail information, and visitors
lt:e t:lfl cotunty Web site won'’t
‘ e to mine d i
theHcounty’s databa::?e Cige
_He also said a watermark
will be put in the mug shot '
background to keep it from
being copied and used by |

ond : ) {dantitv | put the jail information on the
overroming local 1udges fears about identity | Tnferhet whiile sicogniziig ke someone elg,e.
\ ~ : . * judees’ rulings. Anderson said he is happy
QA o~ e ~ that he’ll finally be able to give
§ . ‘ . the public what he considers .
Onllne. ine public link for jail in- | public information.
. formation will be available | “We were guarding it like it
¥ sometime this summer, coun- | - Was a nuclear launch code,” |
Ja.]_l data tO ty .omchh said. Specific in- ~ Anderson said. “I feel like
quiries will yield an inmate’s . we’ve done the right thing. It
charge, bail amount, date of * was a huge ado about some- '
be posted birth, race, geinder, a g shot thing that should have been
and :er county identification nothing.”
number.

In summer

CONTINUED FROM 1B

theft and arguments from Tar-
rant County District Clerk
Tom Wilder about making too
many court records available
online.

Their deliberations reflect-
ed the ongoing debate among |
court officials nationwide I
about documents that are
readily available at the court-
house but have been difficult
~ to obtain via a home comput-
er. |

When an inmate is re- |
leased, the information about
charges and bail amounts will '
be removed. A

People searching the ar-

" chives will only be able to de-

termine that the person had
spent time behind bars. '

Other counties provide
even more information.

In Denton County, the
sheriff provides an inmate’s
aliases and driver’s license
number. g

The county has been pro- |
viding the information for at
least five years. ;

' Ma B. Baker, 817-390-7714
maxbaker@star-telegram.com

. In Harris County, the pub-
lic can see an inmate’s crimi-
‘nal case number, so the case

courts, and see whether there |

Denton County Chief Dep-

Some agencies can’t afford |




* " ties to Amarillo and

Proposed Tarrant County jail inmate information
Té th‘a; 1ty Sheriff Dee Anqﬁérson will soon provide information
aabgt?? jail imt,es“onﬂﬁe. This is a suggestion of what it might look fike.

Demographics for JOHN DOE
Last Name:  Doe
First Name:  John
ﬁace: W, .
. Sex:' M
CID:  XXXXXXX
DOB:  01/01/1985
Thisis pe n is in custody at Taccant County Cold Springs Uit
Arrest Date Bail Amount
%2%52&58?2522 Saio6/2006 T Senerarre. 30000

Wednesday, July 5, 2006 |

Aane Bk Comstack_

- until her retirement.

_ After '°8Vh9 the sheriff's depart.
MWWasabaubom

Anne spent her life heipi /
peope ey and renc 5 i
Her lfe and spirit will continue
m’;‘wwm"am"yshemem&::

tation: 6 to 8 p.m. !

scott Road Funeral Home, 1001 Win-

scott Road. f
Anne B. Comstock was born Nov.
26, 1927, in Bryan, Okla., had
spent her life in the
many years as a Tarrant County deputy

%Wme;ededindeambyhe, :

Sr; and

Winscott Road Funeral Home
Benbrook, 817-249-1177

View and sign guestbook at

Www.star-telegram.com/obituaries
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TARRANT COUNTY

Raid nets 189 gaming machmes

M For the first time, investi-
gators seize bank accounts
during an eight-liner raid, a
spokesman says.

By TRACI SHURLEY
STARTELEGRAM STAFF WRITER -

Seven people were arrested
and 189 electronic gaming ma-
chines were seized Thursday
in northwest Tarrant County
in the largest such raid ever
made by the Tarrant County
Sheriff’s
spokesman announced.

Sheriff’s officers seized an
amount of money “well into
five figures” from two bank
accounts belonging to Yong
Clark, 46, who is named in ar-
rest warrants as the operator
of three gambling parlors, said
Terry Grisham, the sheriff’s
spokesman.

After weeks of undercover

investigation, sheriff’s officers

served arrest and search war-

rants on three gambling par-
lors and Clark’s home about 5
am. Thursday, Grisham said.
The four lo-
cations are
on Jacksbo-

between
Lake Worth
and Lake-
side.

Department, a |

- Among
CLARK the seized
machines
were eight-liners, which are
not illegal but must be operat-
ed within strict guidelines, in-
cluding that they not pay out
cash, Grisham said. Clark’s
machines paid cash, and “they
were taking in a lot more than
they were paying out,” Grish-
am said.

ro Highway

Also arrested was Rnnme
Gene Mackey, 53, police chief
of Sansom Park for eight
years. Mackey’s contract was
not renewed in 1998. In Janu-
ary 1999, he was charged with
stealing a firearm from the Po-
lice Department’s property
room. He pleaded guilty in
2001 and was sentenced to two
years’ probation, according to
Star-Telegram reports. -

A 2005 Cadillac SUV and
small amounts of metham-
phetamine and marijuana
were also seized in Thursday’s
raid, according to a statement
from the shenﬁ’s depart-
ment..

Grisham said mvest:gmors
found that the establishments
operated from 5 p.m. to 5 a.m.
Gaming machines were found

at Clark’s home, but officials
were not sure gambling took

place there.

This was the first time the
sheriffs department has
Sibiog B b Bl

or on,
officials said.

' “We were able to obtamre-
liable information about this
person being the person in
charge of the businesses and
the person benefiting from
the businesses finanmﬂly
Grisham said.

Others arrested were Jenni-
fer Lynne Wilcox, 20; Ray-
mond Lillard, 39; Edith Castel-
lano, 50; Robin Hunter, 46; and
Josiah Lippincott, 18. They
and Mackey face charges of

engaging in organized crime, a
state )ail felony, and misde-
meanor gamblmg charges.
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. CRIMINAL JUSTICE

“is now onlme

\ l If you Want to knuw if
someone is being held in a
Tarrant County jail, you can
find out via the Internet.
' By MAX B, BAKER
STARTELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

FORT WORTH — So you
wonder if someone you know
n:ly be in the Tarrant County
Jail. ;

As of Friday, finding out is
only a mouse click away.

Tarrant County Sheriff
Dee Anderson recently got
approval from Tarrant Coun-
ty’s criminal court judges to
put the information online af-
ter working for more than two
years to provide the informa-
tion electronically.

Anderson had to convince
judges and other county offi-
cials that the benefits to the
public — as well as the money
he would save by reassigning
staff members who now an-
swer hundreds of phone calls
a day — outweighed concerns
about identity theft or inva-
sion of privacy.

“I'm grateful that the infor-
mation that is rightfully the
public’s is in the public do-
main,” Anderson said. “I think
it’s going to work out well by
reducing the number = of
phone calls and the number of
repetitive questions we an-
swer.”

Steve Smith, Tarrant Coun-
ty chief information technol-
ogy officer, said the Web site
posting will include the in-
mate’s name, race, gender,
bail amount, arrest data, and a
mug shot, if it is available.

i b B

“T'm 'grateful that thé

- information that is

rlghtfully the publicsis

in the public domain.”
- '— Tarrant County

SheriffDee Anderson

If someone is 1 Lumuuy,

their name will appear in red

‘ and the posting will tell which

of the county’s four jails they
are being held in.

When an inmate is re-

leased, the information about |

charges and bail amounts will
be removed.

d see if a person they know
Es:m jail, or has been in custo-
in the past, will have to
have specific information

| ® The jail inmate fink s
- County's Web site at

| ®On the home page it is
/| available in three places:

the Sheriff's Department's

How it works

available through 'lhrrant

wwwtarranfcountycom

Under the “What's New"
' section on the lower right
‘edge of the page; the eGo-
vernment button on the left
~ side of the page; or through
the Online Services-eGovern-
| ment section in the middle.
Click on “inmate data and
mugshots.”
@ The same information wull
eventually be availableon -

home page.

about that inmate to check the
database. :
But it will be possible to
type in a partial name and
check the department’s data-
base. _ L5 g 2Ol
Max B. Baker, 817-390-7714

L.,

Someone wanting to check
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COURTESY PATROL

On the road for motorists in need

B The Courtesy Patrol may expand
its presence on Tarrant County
highways.

By GORDON DICKSON
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

Ifyou've endured a mechanical fail-
ure on a busy freeway, you may already
know about the Courtesy Patrol, those
fellows who cruise the highways in
white pickups and fluorescent orange
uniforms,

With the efficiency of Pulp Fiction’s
Winston Wolfe, they solve problems.
(And unlike Wolfe, they keep it G-rat-
ed.)

They change tires, push stalled ve-
hicles from the road and remove haz-
ardous debris from roadways — mat-
tresses, firewood and other lost loads.

It all began here in Tarrant County,
where the first Courtesy Patrol was
formed in1973. Today, most major Tex-
as cities have something like it.

But there are limits to how much

the Courtesy Patrol can help motor-
ists. The Texas Department of Trans-
portation typically restricts the ser-
vice to a few two-person crews, work-
ing mostly during the busiest times of
day.

The agency wants to turn over the
Courtesy Patrol to the Tarrant County
Sheriff's Department, possibly this
fall, so that its services can be expan-
ded, Transportation spokesman Mi-
chael Peters said. The county is ex-
pected to receive $5.1 million in federal
and state money to run the program
for three years, Peters said.

Sheriff Dee Anderson says the
Courtesy Patrol will still focus on
keeping things moving on the county’s
main freeways, including Interstates
20, 30 and 35W, Loop 820, U.S. 287 and
Texas 360.

“Their best use is on the freeways,”
the sheriff said. “The public will prob-
ably have tolook pretty close to see the
new patch on their sleeve and notice a

difference.”

Although the Courtesy Patrol em-
ployees won’t be peace officers — the
program specifically prohibits them
from performing law enforcement
work — they will be in closer commu-
nication with authorities and may be
used more often to control traffic and
clear accident scenes, he said.

And, of course, they'll still help
thousands of stranded motorists each
year.

If your car breaks down, you may

L3

Bl T cou
Courtesy Patrol

If your vehicle breaks down on a high-
way, call 911 and explain to the call

taker that it's not an emergency but
that you'd like help from the Courtesy
Patrol. The state-funded service as-
sists an average of 328 stranded mo-
torists a month in Tarrant County at no
charge. Here's a typical month:

10: Stalled vehicles pushed from road-
way. ;

10: Cellphones loaned to motorists for -
a quick call.

19: Batteries jump-started. ¢
75: Empty gas tanks filled (1.8 gallons
per incident).
127: Flat tires changed.

SOURCE: Texas Department of Transportation

rest assured that the Wolfe should be
comin’ directly. .

Gordon Dickson, 817-685-3816

»
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TARRANT COUNTY JAIL

By ANTEONY SPANGLER
STARTELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

FORT WORTH — Less than
three weeks after information

about Tarrant County Jail in-°

mates became available online,
county officials agreed Tues-
day to cut back on the project
because of complaints that
photographs and old arrest in-
formation should not be so eas-
ily accessible to the public.

Starting today, the posted

| information is expected to be

limited to inmates currently in
the Tarrant County Jail, Tar-
rant County Administrator

| GK. Maenius said.

- When the information was

: put online July 14, it included

prevmus and current inmates.
‘The mformatlon included
an inmate’s name, race, gender,
bail amount, arrest data and
mug shot, if available.
When an inmate was in cus-

: tody, the name appeared in red

the county’s four jails he or she
was in.

When an inmate was re-
leased, the information about
charges and bail amounts were
removed, but other informa-
tion, mcludmg the mug shot,
remained. ¥

they had received numerous
complaints from: the public
that the mformatlon should
not be avaxlable on the Inter-
net. |

ramifications of the mforma

““We/ talked abeut the legal * online is the same information

tion on the Web site in closed
session,” Commissioner Roy
C. Brooks said after Tuesday’s
weekly commissioners’ meet-

ing.
“We directed the adminis-
trator to pull it down until it

- shows only people cuzrently in
eustody ‘whichpﬁ}vas the origi-

and the posting told which of

nal intention of the site.”

- Tarrant County Sheriff Dee
Anderson worked for about
two years to convince Tarrant
County’s criminal court judges
and other county officials that
putting the information online
would save the county money

and respect the public’s right

. to have access to government
County commxssxoners sand ¢

records.
“If 1 have to start my own
. Web site, I will,” he said after
"hearing of e decision Tues-
day.

The information " available
that has been avaxlable by

o

phone or e-mail, said Terry
Grisham, spokesman for the
Sheriff's Department. Jail staff
have answered hundreds of re-
quests for information daily;
with the information online,
those employees could be reas-
signed.

“All we’ ve done is change
the way we give it out,” Grish-
am said. “Our whole database
is subject to” the state open re-
cords law.

Inmate information is re-
moved from the database if a
person gets a court order ex-
pungmg or erasing, an arrest
or conviction, he said.

" “This has never been about
the ﬁnding of guilt or inno-
cence,” Gri “We are
just being brent about
the pubhc reqprds that we
keep g‘,, r}:\ ;

o

aspangler@star-telegram.com
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Citiesto
continue
contract
on jail

ROBERT
CADWALLADER
SPECIAL TO THE STAR-TELEGRAM

MANSFIELD — A new
$50 million, 10-year agree-
ment to house Fort Worth
prisoners in Mansfield’s ci-
ty jail will provide better fi-
nancial security for both
cities, law enforcement of-
ficials said.

The deal, which kicks in
after the existing five-year
arrangement expires Sept.
30, gives Mansfield 40 per-
cent more money, which
will help the city pay the
costs of operating its 240-
bed jail. In exchange, Mans-
field will hire additional
staff to better sort out low-
risk detainees and take over

‘guard duty at hospitals
where inmates are being
treated.

The pact is a series of
one-year contracts that au-
tomatically renew each
year, unless one of the cit-
ies chooses to withdraw.
Mansfield’s first-year pay-
ment is $4.2 million, a $1.4

million increase over the |

present contract, and the
payments increase 4 per-
cent a year, Mansfield Dep-
* uty Police Chief Gary Fowl-
er said.

The Mansfield City
Council approved the con-

tract June 12, and the Fort
Worth City Council ap-

proved it Aug. 8.




seemed to
say, “I shot
you twice.
Why aren’t
you down?”

Beeson
said he pull-
ed his gun
and fired
just as the
man turned away.

He saw the man fall, then
get up and run. -

The adrenaline left Bee-
son’s body like air from a de-
flating balloon. He sank to a
knee and saw that his stain-
less-steel handgun was com-
pletely red. Blood soaked the
pavement.

Two young store workers
— Jesse and Kevin — came to
hls aid. Jesse took off his Car-
nival shirt and pressed it to
Beeson’s face while the store
manager called 911.

He felt a dull, throbbing
pain in his face and wondered
if half of it was gone.

He spotted his cellphone
and thought of Donna, who
hadbeen ontheline. He asked
Kevin to bring it to him.

Donna answered . right
away. She had heard the gun-
shots before the line went
dead.

“I knew he had been shot,”

TUTT

Donna said later. “But I knew

J he woul! be OK. I don’t knoyi
wiLy.

“I hung up the phone and

hoped that he would call
back.”

He’d been shot, Beeson
confirmed matter-of-factly.
He was going to the hospital.
" Donnacalled Brooke at her
friend’s house. Brooke was
hysterical.

“I told her we had to get to
the hospital,” Donna said.
“We had things we had to do.
It was not the time to fall
apart.”

@

Describing the care he got
from fellow officers causes
Beeson to choke up.

Lying on the ground, he
heard the first Fort Worth po-
lice officers arrive.

The city, which had lost
one of its own, Hank Nava, to
a shooting only six months
earlier, scrambled dozens of
officers.

|

The scars on Beeson’s face
— the red Y shape where the
bullet entered his right cheek,
the circular mark where the
surgeon cut and folded back
the skin to collect bullet frag-

‘ments — are healing.

The swelling is going
down, though his lips, teeth
and gums are still numb. And
he can’t yet open his mouth
wide enough to eat a ham-
burger.

But the mental wounds are
more bothersome.

“When I think about the ifs
— if the bullet had hit me in a
slightly different spot, if [ had
died — that’s when I start to
freak out,” Beeson said. “I
have to block it from my

mind. The physical partreally |

does heal faster than the oth-

er parts.”
Beeson spends his days at

his Arlington home doing

| Jaundry, cleaning the house,

mowing the yard and tinker-
ing with  stepdaughter
Brooke’s Trans Am.

“Iife changes quickly,”
said Beeson, a law officer for
21 years.

He often has a hot meal
prepared when his wife, Don-
na, gets home from work.

“He keeps a great house,”
said Donna, with a laugh.

The night of June 5 still

uty assigned to security at the
Tarrant County Courthouse

during the day, Beeson went
to his night job at the Carnival

for five years.

ly did on breaks.

“] probably should have.

want to die that night.”
The  bullet’s
knocked Beeson backward.

FR_IDA\;', SEPTEMBER 8, 2006 |

{
i

seems surreal, he said. A dep- |

It was a routine summer |
night. He stepped outside to |
call his wife, as he occasional-

impact

store on East Lancaster Ave- !
nue, as he had twice a week |

|

“It’s amazing how fast you |
can lose everything,” he said. ‘
1|
think I just decided I didn’t

:3ury) auo Jo ains sem éq quels  sIq 03 3upje; pue qof AJnoas

He staggered, then took a |
few steps into the parking lot |
to get some distance between |
him and the shooter.

He heard another gunshot

and felt a bullet rip into the ’,

back of his upper left thigh.

“He’s going to chase me in-
to the street and shoot me like
adog,” Beeson thought.

He turned and saw the
shooter with what appeared
to be a .38-caliber handgun.
The'look on the man’s face
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Recovery:

-

Wdunded deputy will receive Star of Texas

One officer grabbed Bee- \ .  th

d his name. Bee- | he was an innocent ¢ . he

zgﬁ aerlga:gkzomeone remind  caught in the cmssﬁrm shot wound in the ba S

the officer that he needgd S e metorwotens r s ks e forhis'
$i0yes. for.bis hauds, Jehich surgeries. Part of his cheek- ' arrest.

were  already covered i ;o 44 emall piece of his But Beeson identified Tutt } \
blood. lower jaw were removed. in a photo lmeup as the man |
“F-—- the gloves!” the offi- ™ Officers from Fort Worth = who shot him, \

cer barked. “This guy needs and Tarrant County visited, | .
my help.” So did judges, defense attor- | charge of attempted capital
Patrol cars blocked every neys and prosecutors, he | murder and remains in the
intersection on Lanc‘ ster Av- knew from ‘the ‘cotsthoies ;Tarrant oty Bl et s
enue to give the ambulance a He even got a get-well cgrld | set at $500,000.
' i Harris Method- from his eighth-grade girl- | .
icslte ;;;itr a’/f);?h hf;psital. friend. ; : 'Speculated that the motive
At the hospital, adoctorre- ~ He spent eight days in the may have’ been robbery,
oved the bullet from hisleg. hospital, he said, and Sheriff | “I can't believe he ‘would
'Ill‘lh bullet that struck his face Dee Anderson made sure his |pick an armed officer in uni-
ha;E shattered against his workers’ compensation |form, Beeson” said. “That’s
cheekbone, spraying bullet check was waiting. v Just not smart, ‘
fragments into the muscle. Police arrested Dominic

]
“They said my cheekbone Tutt, a 26-year-old man re- | Beeson hopes to return to

» id. “An inch leased in December from fed- work at the courthouse the
f,ivff,omii agitiaéf'dﬁfﬂfn, eral prison, where he served first week of October. He

thqlfgh )

time on a weapons convic- wonders how it will feel to
N put on a uniform again,

|
Fort Worth police officers investi
tarrant County sheriff's Deputy Michael Beeson was shot June 5.

L o
\<§ﬁ\\\ .‘\ \ "\\"\ o

— tion. ‘Tutt had been dropped |
He told investigators that off at the hospital with a gun- |

Tutt was indicted on a |

Sheriffs officials have | .

STARTELEGRAM/JOYCE MARSHALL | RN
gate the scene at the Carnival store on East Lancaster Avenue where b N

He doubts he will return to
the grocery store.

the days after the shoot- |

ing, he couldn’t sleep. When
heclosedhiseyes,hesawthe
leng;nhisfacewhﬂehewas
caught moment. unpre-
pared on that be:ghl? .

“I still kick myself in the
ass for that,” Beeson said. “I'm
not like that, [
aware at the grocery store be-
cause it’s an area where
there’s crime and we've had
some problems,

“Tjuststopped for a second
to talk to my wife.”

On Monday, he will travel
to Austin to receive the Star of
Texas award for wounded
first responders.

The award is nice, he said.

" But he doesn’t feel heroic.

“I feel fortunate,” he said.
“thel:lfyou almost die, you
search for a purpose to your
life. T enjoy my family, water-
ing my lawn and trees . . . A]]
that stuff you take for grant-
ed.”

He’ll work for the Sheriff's
Department for at least eight

years, he said. He is eligible to

retire at 51. :

He has lived in Texas most
of his life, he said. He and
Donna are thinking about
someday moving somewhere
cooler, a place with real sea-
sons, where the leaves turn
red and orange in the fall,

“Maybe New Hampshire,”
he suggested.

- “New Hampshire?” Donna
repeated.

They both laughed. ,

“Anywhere we want,” Bee-
son said.

e TR

}

|

[



_ around the Southwest border
. The immigration policing propos- |

al sounds good in theory, but it may
- not truly pan out, said Alex del Car-

Py

iaturday, September 23, 2006

~ ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION | POLICE AUTHORITY

Top officerswary ofbill to

B A bill making its way through

Congress would give local law en-
forcement officers authority to
enforce federal immigration laws.
By ANNA M. TINSLEY
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
Tarrant County Sheriff Dee Ander-
son doesn’t want to see the days re-
turn when illegal immigrants are ran-
domly stopped by law enforcers and
arrested.
That practice, he
said,  essentially
went away years

But it could
come back, since
the US. House
passed a bill this
week that reaffirms
the ability local and
state law enforcement officers have to

ANDERSON

' “Federal prisons, federal detention fa-
. cilities will be overwhelmed with
people being arrested left and right.

" “I'm not saying that illegal immi-
' | grations should be allowed or over-
looked, but widening the net is going
'to expand not only the number of
| people you process through the sys-
tem but also will drain the resources
you have in place.” i

‘Fort Worth Police Chief Ralph
Mendoza said this plan won’t work
until the borders are secure.

“The pot has a hole in it, and it
keeps leaking,” he said. “Once they
| secure the border, then they can deal

with the illegal immigrants already
| here.”

Mendoza said he has heard of fed-
eral officials having trouble transfer-
ring illegal immigrants to their custo-
| dy even without the enhanced appre-

arrest, investigate and detain illegal | hension effort.

immigrants.

| And he said he worries that this

“I don’t have the jail space to stai:t! measure could prevent illegal immi-

rounding up people innocently walk-
ing down the street who are in the
country illegally but aren’t otherwise

grants who need help, either as crime
victims or for health needs, from

turning to police. :

 localize enforcement

criminal justice system,” he said. | Grapevine Police Chief Hadiesd-

lame also does not favor the measure.
“I'm concerned that enforcing the

'federal law would set us back in the

minority communities,” Salame said.

| “We would create a group of people
' who would not be calling police any-

“doing anything wrong,” Anderson

said. “This is a very sticky, controver-

_ sial issue that law enforcement is go-
- ing to have to step back and deter-

mine what our role is locally.

will have discussions on whether we
should become more active in that

world.” !

To become law, the measure must
still be approved by the Senate, which

“could adjourn as soon as next week.
'The Senate is also considering a

‘House-approved bill to construct
more than 700 miles of fencing

men, interim chairman of criminolo-
and criminal justice at the Univer-

_sity of Texas in Arlington.

" _“It puts an added burden on police

_ departments in addition to the tasks
_they are doing now ... and this is go-

ing to completely overwhelm the

“The pot has a hole init, and it
- keeps leaking. Once they
secure the border, then they

“They’re not going to feel secure or
- safe enough to call for help,” Mendoza
said. “It was a problem years before,

- and it would be a problem again.”
In Bedford, Police Chief David Flo-
ry said he believes that the proposal is
not good because it creates yet anoth-

. er unfunded mandate.

~ And now, Flory said, local law en-
- forcement agencies are already finan-
cially strapped because of 9-11, after
which federal agencies turned their
attention to terrorism.
“And they [the federal govern-
ment] should have,” Flory said. “But
more and more local police have had

which had fallen to federal agencies.”

to investigate white-collar crimes,

more.” :
And in Farmers Branch, where city
leaders may themselves consider
adopting controversial anti-immigra-
tion proposals, some believe that the
potential law could be very costly. -
“The overriding concern I hear
from our staff . . . was that the federal
government should not mandate a re-
quirement on local law enforcement
without federal funding,” said Mayor
Pro Tem Ben Robinson, who at one
time proposed that Farmers Branch

officials ask police to copy residency - :
papers of immigrants and give those .

copies to immigration officials.

Staff writer Domingo Ramirez J.
contributed to this report.

Anna M. Tinsley, 817-390-7610
atinsley@star-telegram.com

S

T don’t see us swinging back to the  ¢an deal with the illegal
- old ways in the f?:ar fu'mtex ofjustsee- . immigrants already here.”
- and locking them up,” he said. “We . Balh M




OBITUARIES

|

Tuesday, september 26, 2006

- Bobby 0. Blevins

KELLER — Bobby O. Ble-
vins, 74, a retired peace offi-
cer, passed away Sunday,

Sept. 24, 2006.

Funeral: 1 p.m. Wednesday at Lu-
cas Funeral Home of Keller. Burial:
Bourland Cemetery, Keller. Visitation:
The family will receive friends 6 to 8 p.m.
Tuesday at Lucas Funeral Home of Kel-
ler, 137 E. Hill St., Keller.

Bobby was born Nov. 3, 1931, in
Keller to Gains and Lorene Blevins. He
served his country in the U.S. Air Force
during the Korean War. After returning
to Keller, he worked at the family service
station while also serving as justice of
the peace. Bobby then worked for the
Tarrant County sheriff’s office as a lieu-
tenant commander until he retired. He
wasa‘memberof First Baptist Church of

Keller for many years and also a proud
Scottish Rite Mason and Shriner. Most
of all, Bobby was a devoted loving hus- |
band and father who always put his fam-
ily first.

" He was preceded in death by his fa-
ther, Gains Blevins; mother, Lorene Ble-
vins; son, Bobby Blevins Jr.; and broth-
er, Franklin Blevins.

The family would like to give a spei-
cal thank-you to Baylor Hospital of
Grapevine, M.D. Anderson of Houston,
Samaritan Care Hospice and the entire
staff of Mimosa Mannor.

Survivors: Wife of 54 years, Betty
Sue Blevins; daughter, Lillian Elins;
son, Scott Blevins and wife, Lisa; son,
Matt Blevins; grandson, Michael Elkins
and wife, Shelia; grandson, Nicholas
Blevins; and granddaughter, Jackiyn
Blevins.

Lucas Funeral Home
Keller, 817-753-6800
View and sign guestbook at
www.star-telegram.com/obituaries

| Wednesday, October 4, 2006

office recognized
Two Tarrant County depart-

ments have won 2006 Best Prac- |
_ tices Awards from the Texas '

Association of Counties. The
Tarrant County Sheriff's Depart-
ment was recognized Tuesday by
association representatives for
developing Web-based crime-
mapping to aid officers in analyz-
ing crime trends. The system also
allows residents to search crimi-
nal activity in specific neigh-

borhoods. The county's tax office.
was also honored for creatinga
system to electronically record
deposits, which helps the county
process transfers quicker and
gain more interest on money it
collects in taxes. i

- Anthony Spangler
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FOREST HILL | STANDOFF

‘He grabbed the little one,
and he just started shooting

4 i i o
STAR-TELEGRAM/KHAMPHA BOUAPHA

NH

Gilbert Tezeno leads children away from a day care near the
Forest Hill home. About 30 houses were evacuated or the

residents were not allowed to return.

Tarrant County sheriff's deputies secure ‘the.‘shootinq scene. A man was holding hostages in hls‘e;tra.ned cjiflfriend’s home.

Gunman wounds three, holes up in
home with hostages, including child

By DAN X. McGRAW
STARTELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

FOREST HILL — A gun-
man shot at least three people
Wednesday afternoon before
he holed up in his estranged
girlfriend’s house with an un-
known number of hostages,
among them a 4-year-old boy,
authorities said.

About 11:30 p.m., a heavily
armed Mansfield tactical unit

arrived in the 3200 block of .

Chalmette Court. A spotlight
was set up as the officers pull-
ed their gear on.

“They appeared to be reliev-
ing Tarrant County tactical of-

ficers who had set up position
around the single-story house
late in the afternoon.

Police made contact with
the gunman sometime during
the evening. He is believed to
be the estranged boyfriend of
the woman who lives in the
house, according to friends of

- the couple.

Four people were taken to
hospitals late Wednesday af-
ternoon, said Lt. Chris Hebert,
the Forest Hill police spokes-
man, Three were shot, and the
fourth was a pregnant woman
who was injured when she

More on STANDOFF on 15A




CONTINUED FROM 15A
fell, he said. .

At least one of the shooting
victims was in critical condi-
tion late Wednesday, Hebert
said.

He would not discuss the
condition of the others who
were injured.

The episode apparently be-
gan about 11 am. when a 57-
year-old man entered the
home of his estranged girl-
friend, according to two
friends of the couple, who were
interviewed as they waited at
the scene Wednesday evening. |

Using zip ties, the man tied
up his 6l-year-old girlfriend,
sexually assaulted her in a
bathroom, put two shells in his
shotgun and threatened to
“blow her brains out” if she
told .anyone, said the friends,
who declined to . give their
names. B it i

At some point, the woman

got out of her house, went to

her sister’s house next door
and told the sister what had |
happened, the friends said.

. T E—

Brenda Jackson, who said |
she was the woman’s sister,

said that when the man arrived |

at her house, the argument re-
sumed and he grabbed a 4-
year-old in the house.

“He grabbed the little one,
and he just started shooting,”
Jackson said.

She called 911 about 4 p.m.
and fled through her back yard,
she said.

Chalmette Court backs up
to a field, and emergency
workers were able to move the
shooting victims through gates

. STAR-TELEGRAM/KHAMPHA BOUAPHANH
\uthorities secure the area around the home in Forest Hill where hostages were held. The episode began early WednedeaEy ;nd continued today.

Onlookers had been told
that the Red Cross would pro-
vide some food and beve

but relief agency workers did | ~

not set up a post.

Anita Foster, a spokeswom- ¥,

an for the area agency, said that
when Red Cross workers ar-
rived, police told them that no
one had been evacuated, so
there was no need for their ser-
vice. Police suggested that on-
lookers find a place to stay
overnight. A police officer
handed out bottles of water.
At 10 p.m., police had spo-

in back fences. Shots from TV ken to the gunman within the

helicopters showed children
being rushed to safety in the
field. Officegs used bolt cutters.

to get through fences to help
people get away. ‘
About 20 children from All
God’s Children child-care cen-
ter four houses away were led |
from the house and behind the
police lines. All homes within |
several blocks, about 30 hous- |

. es, were evacuated or the resi-

dents were not allowed to re-
turn once crime-scene tape
went up, leading to frustration
as the night wenton. -

last hour, Hebert said.

The friends déscribed the
couple’s relationship as vola-
tile. One friend said the man
told him, “Before I leave [the
girlfriend], someone is going
to have to do a drive-by and kill
me.”

The boyfriend had quit his |
job so he could keep an eye on
the woman, the friends said.

“They were bleeding pretty

i:a@butﬂ)ey ,i'eill{aliv"
one of the frien ‘ o

iy
e
b

|
& J

Dan X. McGraw, 817-390-7359
dmegraw@star-telegram.com




‘Standoft: Gumnan holds hostages
In hi ed girlfriend’s home

Unknown num
of hostages held
at home in the
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A poﬂce negotiator s :
Pollce made contact wit t
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A gunman shot
- three people
and was sur-
rounded by
police. The
man is be-
lieved to be
the estranged
boyfriend of a
woman who
lives at the .
home. A preg-
nant woman
was injured
when she fell.
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Innovative programs draw prestigious awards

The Texas Association of Counties (TAC) Leadership
Foundation has presented Tarrant County with awards for
two innovative programs that save taxpayers’ money and
provide more efficient public service.

Tarrant County’s prestigious awards were among 17
presented to 14 counties through the Leadership Founda-
tion’s 7th Annual Best Practices Awards for extraordinary
innovations, achievements and effective management in’
county government. The TAC is a statewide organization
whose members are county government officials in all
254 counties of Texas. Its Leadership Foundation serves
as an educational resource for county officials.

The Sheriff’s Office received an award for Exceptional
Delivery of Service technology for its Web-based crime
mapping program,

Educating residents about public safety issues is an
important task for all sheriffs’ departments. Communities
that are aware of what crimes are happening — and where
— are better able to protect themselves and can be more
vigilant in reporting crimes. But getting the information
out to residents in an understandable way is often
challenging for sheriff’s departments.

In April 2006, the Tarrant County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment took a new approach to disseminating crime-related
information-Web-based mapping. Using a Geographical
Information System application, their Website now allows
citizens to do a search of criminal activity in their own
neighborhood using town and county maps to display
the information. Users can zoom in and out of areas of
interest and focus on crimes happening around their
home or school or work address. Residents can click on
the easy-to-interpret icons if they want more information
about a crime that occurred at a specific location.

The new tool has proven beneficial for the County and
its residents in more ways than one. Not only are residents
newly-informed about the criminal activity in their neigh-
borhoods, they can determine the location of the homes
of sexual offenders. The Sheriff’s Department has been
able to use the tool for crime analysis. Citizen phone calls
to the department have decreased. Additionally, other law
enforcement agencies have been able to use the informa-
tion to compare notes on crime trends, similarities and
possible common suspects.

 year, the number had jumped to 940 million. By 2004,

The Tax Assessor-Collector’s Office received an
award for Superior Innovation in technology for its pro- |
gram of electronic deposits in the Tax Office.

In a county of 1.7 million people, the number of
payments for vehicle titling/registration and property
taxes can reach as many as 5,000 checks a day. Specifi-
cally, the Tax Office accepted $400 million in auto fees
in 2005, as well as $2.5 billion in property taxes. A l
large number of those payments are made the old-fash-
ioned way — handwritten checks that must be attached
to a deposit ticket, delivered by armored car to the bank
depository, and then processed through the Automated
Clearing House (ACH), a one-to-three day process. '

But the economic disruption that resulted from the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks prompted a new ap-
proach to processing check deposits nationwide. Until |
then, more than 90 percent of the nation’s checks trav- i
eled from one bank to another on commercial airlines.
But after 9/11, the nation’s banking system began the
conversion toward a new, electronic approach to record-
ing deposits called Account Receivable Conversion
(ARC). In 2003, 160 million checks were processed
via the optional ARC payment system; the following

Tarrant County was processing almost 20 percent of the
entire ARC volume for all government agencies in the
country.

By putting the new system in place within the Tax
Office, the Tax Assessor-Collector saw an opportunity to
cut costs, process funds more quickly and earn greater
interest revenues for the County and the entities for :
which it collects taxes. Instead of afternoon checks ar- |
riving at the bank the following day, they are processed |
immediately and courier deliveries have been reduced
to a minimum. More importantly, the County receives
same day credit for all checks, eliminating the one-
to-three day wait for funds to be collected through the
Federal Reserve System. The electronic deposits have 4
increased the County’s bank balances, interest income
and ability to distribute money sooner to other enti-
ties. Not only have bank charges been lowered by $750
per month, the County is the beneficiary of more than i
$5 OOOpamonmmaddluonalmmudMlvdl- A
ab111ty
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What they do
Sheriff

The Sheriff is the chief law
enforcement officer for the county,
and the Sheriff’s Department is the * *
single largest component of the e
County’s budget.

The Sheriff is elected to a four-
year term and is responsible for
operating the jail and providing
support and specialized technical
expernse to area municipal police
aagencies. About two-thirds of the -
Sheriff’s budget goes toward operating
the County’s four jail facilities, which
house about 4,000 inmates.

Other responsibilities include -
investigating crimes, serving
criminal warrants, providing court
' security and maintaining communica-
tion with federal, municipal and state
law enforcement agencies.

Although the Sheriff has county-
wide jurisdiction, in ptacﬂce the de-
partment concentrates its investigative
and patrol efforts in unincorporated
areas within the County. -

Also, in the near future the Sher-
iff’s Office expects to assume the
countywide freeway courtesy patrol
responsibilities now handled by the
Texas Department of Transportatlon

Sunday, November 5, 2006

CROWLEY — Ruby Joan Blake-
more, 83, died Friday, Nov. 3, 2006.

Funeral: 3 p.m. Monday in Dallas-
Fort Worth National Cemetery. Visita-
tion: noon to 2 p.m. Monday at Crosier-
Pearson-Mayfield Funeral Home in
Burleson.

Joan worked for 10 years with Ho-
mart, a Sears subsidiary, during the
construction and management of Semi-
nary South Shopping Center.

She retired after 15 years in Tarrant

“County government, serving as secre-

tary to the late Sheriff Lon Evans. She

+ was the first secretary in Texas to be
| certified as a law enforcement officer.

She also received instructor’s certi-
fication for teaching in the academy.
During her tenure with Tarrant County,
she also worked in the mental health
department for the late County Clerk
Madrin Huffman.

She was preceded in death by her
son, John Blakemore Jr.

Survivors: Husband, John; daugh- .
ter, Judi Davis; grandson, Kyle Davis;
great-grandchildren, Kyle Jr. and Austin
Davis.

Crosier-Pearson-Mayfield
12301 S. Freeway, 817-568-8836
View and sign guestbook at
www.star-telegram.com/obituaries
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AMERICAN INDIANS

More
code
talkers
may get
medals

¢ STAR-TELEGRAM
They never talked about it.

A group of American Indian ' credit and congressional gold |

men worked behind the scenes |
during

World War IT @
to relay U.S.
military mes-
sages in their
native  lan-
guage to and
from the
front lines of _
battle. GRANGER . |

They :
were the code talkers, and they
never discussed their influ-
ence on history.

Now others are doing it for
them.

‘Tm_extremely proud to |
have known them and know
they had done something like
that,” said Ben Tahmahkera, 2

- retired captain with the Tar-
* rant County Sheriffs Depart-
ment and great-great-grand-
son of Quanah Parker, the last
Comanche war chief.

US. Rep. Kay Granger, R-
Fort Worth, is leading a push to

- such as Windtalkers and have

4
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they
hpt key U.S.
military mes-

/ GRANGER ~ when trans-

mitting radio .-

instructions from command '
posts to the front lines as early
as World WarI. )
_ - Thev were the code talkers,
) r
ﬁmv Ameﬂcan Indians

‘wantﬂwancesnors-—who'

have been depicted in movies
been called a crucial part of the
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medals they say they are due.
“I pray that these men are
for what they've
donefowourcountry, said Ben

| grandson of Quanah Parker,

' the last Comanche war chief. b ke i
| “The honorable thing this "7 i ]

country can do is recognize
those gentlemen who put their
lives on the line for the people
of this country.”

American Indian groups are
lobbying lawmakers for recog-
nition for their ancestors, hop-
ing dm legislation can be
passed in November, Ameri-

- can Indian Heritage Month, *

and urging Congress to act be-
fore the session ends in De-
cember.

U.S. Rep. Kay Granger, R-
Fort Worth, has a bill pending
in the House Financial Servic-

| che, Choctaw and Sioux code

- award congressional gold med-
als to American Indian code
talkers from tribes other than
the Navajo, who were honored
in 2001

“They are Amencan heroes,
and I think it’s i important that
we honor their service,”
Granger said.

STAFF WRITER ANNA M.
TINSLEY REPORTS | 6A

3 i ,“"Senate“ hﬂ! pa ssed a
ar measure. The House

4 \mma.whwhhuw:pon-
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‘roleinhistory.

ButevennfConsreuau&o-
rizes the medals, no code talk-
ers may be alive to receive I
them.
“Wewanttomakepbintbat
Maumtamntteroffhﬂoso-
g‘hyorpolma it is

t0 st hedbadi it will SV |
real impact on those associated
with these brave deeds,” the ar-
ticle said. “Sadly, none of the
Code Talkers of the Choctaw

said nmimpmﬁomln‘to,
learn that they played

s



* AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE MONTH

- Honoring forgotten
“‘American heroes’

STAR-TELEGRAM ARCHIVES (NOVEMBER 2004)/JILL JOFNSON

Ben Tahmahkera, a descendant of the last Comanche war chief, grew up around code talkers but didn't
realize it. “¥m extremely proud to have known them and know they had done something like that,” he said.

“It was quite he

inspirational, to actually know | al

these guys and learn what they TE :

had done,” said Tahmahkera,a | Nag
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Earl Nathan Mathews

FORT WORTH — Earl Nathan
Mathews, 67, died Wednesday, Nov.
22, 2006, at a Fort Worth hospital.

Funeral: 7 to 9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 1,
at Greater Antioch Baptist Church,
5420 Cottey St., Fort Worth. A second
service will be at noon Saturday at First
Baptist Church, 306 Baker St., Atlanta,
Texas. Burial: St. Paul Baptist Church
Cemetery in Bivens. Visitation: You may
visit Earl Mathews noon to 4 p.m. Friday
at Rev’s Funeral Parlor in Fort Worth
and 5 to 7 p.m. Friday at Greater Anti-
och Baptist Church in Fort Worth.

Mr. Mathews was born Aug. 28,
1939, in Bivens. He worked for Rev’s
Funeral Parlor for 22 years as a hearse
driver and had also worked for the Tar-
rant County Sheriff's Department and
the Fort Worth ISD transportation de-
partment, as a Fort Worth school cross-
ing guard and as a driver for Ms. White's
Daycare for years.

Survivors: Wife of 43 years, Fannie
Thomas Mathews; son, Kerry Thomas;
daughters, Terry Thomas and Nell and
Cherry Mathews; brothers, Dolan Math-
ews (Ruby), Kaydlious Mathews Sr., the
Rev. Arzander Mathews Jr. (Dorothy),
the Rev. Eddie Mathews (Ruthetta), Mi-
cheal Mathews (Marion), Levi Math-
ews, Devi Mathews and Leonard
Wayne Mathews; sisters, Vernell John-
son and Verna Mathews; 12 grandchil-
dren; 10 great-grandchildren; a host of
other relatives; numerous friends; and
the Rev's Funeral Parlor staff.

Rev’s Funeral Parlor
3615 Vaughn Bivd., 817-536-0200
View and sign guestbook at
www.star-telegram.com/obituaries
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TARRANT COUNTY

County administrators are at

m To use the assignmentasa  yntil it can be handed over.

recruiting tool to attract app|_v- “The general feeling is that

cants to the vacant jailer posi the transfet is going tohappen

tions, which the county is ‘ o i

always challenged to keep soon,” said Val Lopez, a De-
partment of Transportation

g ' ; e filled. 1
C | spokesman.
Courtesy ommsss ==
| ) W The county's liability would |- : 3
i i increase with the added dan- ‘m’ﬁ%gﬁgemgio
: gers on the highway. ‘
; ; m Law enforcement personnel
(A are entitled to full pay and
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: amount of time they are cov- - Sa &
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r tion; if Courtesy Patrol employ- 3 =3 = i 3
ees were injured while assist- By 38 e
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need different skills and have
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state’s Co:?tesy Patrol has stalled. confuse civil 3 oo 'g\;) g 3 83
The taxpayer-supported program service  job 2 oFs
sends workers out to change flat , classifica- = 238
tires, jump-start dead batteries and ANDERSON _ tions.. 3 E Y
put out cones and flares near accl- . : It is frus- 3 2
dents on roadways. trating for this last-minute ob-

odds jection to be brought up,” An-
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_with how Sheriff Dee Anderson dersonsaid.“I'mpersonallyat

wants to absorb the popul;r roa(tl}-'
ide assistance program, and county e
?:ommissioners likely will be asked ‘work.

to resolve the dispute.

‘stake in this with [state] em-
ployees who will be out of

The Texas Department of

«] think the sheriffis trying to find ‘Transportation, which now

a way to get those jailers out of

the operates the program, has in-

jail, i i hile,” Tarrant dicated it wants to transfer re-
lé‘:)l’ur’:tl;t;mtt?aet; G.K. Maenius Sponsibility to local entities.

said. “It is a reaily good
we're just trying to work out
tails.”

| Courtesy patrol
~ pros and cons

The sheriff wants:

W About six state employees
now assigned locally to the
Courtesy Patrol to be hired by
Tarrant County. -

W Jailers to serve on tempo-
rary assignment to the patrol
periodically to give them a
variety of work opportunities;
they now are assignedto
laundry services and to su-
pervise inmates at a hospital,
for example.

idea, but Original plans called for the
the de-program to be transferred to

Tarrant County on Jan. 1, with
m’the state picking up 20 per-
. |cent of the costs and the re-
— maining 80 percent funded

through a federal grant, state

officials said.
It now costs about $1 mil-
lion a year to run the Courtesy

Patrol in Tarrant County,

where about a dozen employ-
ees assist about 300 motorists
a month. Under the planned
arrangement, funding to Tar-
rant County would increase to
$5.1 million for the first three
years. !

State officials said they will
continue to run the program

edaq sexa] ayl

s1oquinu ay3 Ag

*

costs $1 million a year

.
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TARRANT COUNTY

Jailers can work on C

B The Sheriff's Department plans to take over
partment's Courte‘sy Patrol and let jailers do

By ANTHONY SPANGLER
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

got a jump-start. ‘ '"m N
Aplanhadstanedlastweekthat But Tarr
wouldallownﬂqstommmof m

CONTINUED FROM 1B
ever take on. The opportumty
for a temporary assignment to

the great outdoors will be a ¢

welcome relief for them.”

The Courtesy Patrol assists
Tarrant County motorists with
flats, empty gas tanks and mi-
nor mechanical breakdowns.
The Texas Department of
Transportation operates the
program but has indicated it
wants to turn it over to counties.

Under the plan, the state
will pay 20 percent of the pro-
gram’s cost with a federal
grant supporting the remain-
ing 80 percent. It now costs
about $1 million a year to oper-
ate the Courtesy Patrol in Tar-
rant County, which helps
about 300 motorists a month.

The federal grant will boost
program funding to $5.1 mil-
lion for the first three years,
state Transportation Depart-
ment officials said.

Negotiations with state offi-

Some county administra-
tors also objected to Ander-
son’s plan because employees
designated as “law enforce-
ment” would fill the Courtesy
Patrol positions.

‘Workers’ compensation pro-
vides more pay for a longer pe-
riod of time for law enforce-
ment than for other employees.

Maribel Chavez, dlstnct'
engineer for the Transporta-
tion Department’s Fort Worth
district, said that the roughly
dozen Courtesy Patrol em-
ployees who do not apply for
the Tarrant County positions
will be able to apply elsewhere
in the state agency.

After the Tarrant
Commissioners  Court ap-
proved Anderson’s request to
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Funeral: 1-30 p.m Sat-
urday in ‘Greenwood Chapel. Burial:
Greenwood Memorial Park. Visitation:
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The issue had

i

JAIL-BOOKING INFORMATION

‘Wider access to

records is backed

B District Clerk Tom Wilder has
previously denied access to elec

_ tronic records.

By ANTHONY SPANGLER
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

FORT WORTH — More jail-book-

ing information could soon be avail-

Sheriff Dee Anderson against District
Clerk Tom Wilder, the judges’ ruling
appears to strip Wilder of the sole au-
thority he had exercised over release
of documents from the courts, jail,
sheriffs office and district attorney’s
office. e

wilder indicated that he doesn’t

rse::rr;:'hgl:ted " able online and the public’s access to plan to change the way he runs his of-

Anderson, top, ~ court records should increase unders ficB.: il Tl dide

against District ~ anorder signed this week by a group of “This thing is just some sort of po-

Clerk Tom local criminal court judges. litical document,” Wilder said Friday,

Wilder. In an issue that had recently pitted / More on RECORDS on 10B
| tem.”

Records: Wilder says
latest order isnt binding

CONTINUED FROM 1B

a day after the judges met with
him and other county officials
to discuss the order. “I think we
need to maintain the status
quo.”

But Anderson said the order
allows him to put comprehen-
sive jail-booking information
on the county’s Web site,
which he had been posting be-
fore the dispute.

| identity,

Anderson said that if com-|
missioners are reluctant to
post the information on th
county’s site, he could creat
his own Web site to make th
information available to th
public.

“I think the new court orde
means we are free now to r
lease information as we se
fit,” Anderson said. “I firml
believe that jail-booking infor
mation should be free and i
multiple formats. Putting it on
line frees up alot of our peopl
who were manning the phone
dealing with bondsmen and in

mates’_families."

Anderson says that some in- '
formation in dispute is collect-
ed and recorded by his depart-
ment during the booking pro-
cess, including an inmate’s
pending criminal
charges, amount of bail and
mug shots.

Wilder has previously de-
nied access to electronic re-
cords. Among those denied
were Texas Christian Universi-
ty students studying local judi-
cial issues and the Star-Tele-
gram.

The order — signed Thurs-
day by eight of the nine crimi-
nal district court judges in Tar-
rant County — supplants or-
ders in1995,2000 and 2003 that
had given Wilder “sole author-
ity” to decide whether to re-
lease judicial and related re-
cords in electronic format and |
on the Internet.

In the most recent order, the
judges say that those rulings
“failed to recognize that crimi-
nal district judicial records are
shared throughout the Tarrant
County criminal justice sys-

Last year, Anderson chal-

lenged Wilder’s authority by
. providing jail-booking infor-

‘mation on the county’s Web
site. _
Initially, Anderson posted
booking information and jail
mug shots for anyone who had
been processed through the
Tarrant County Jail. But Tar-
rant County commissioners
stipulated that the postings
should include only those de-
f:ﬁdants who are currently in
jail.
Wilder said that the latest
order is not binding because it
was not voted on by the coun-
ty’s entire judiciary, which also
includes civil and family court
judges. :
But several district court
judges who signed the order
said Friday that the previous
orders were not voted on by

 the entire judiciary.

“The 2000 order and the

'rest of these orders weren’t

even signed by a majority of
the judges,” state District
Judge Sharen Wilson said.
“Some of the orders were
signed by the administrative
law judge and others weren’t.”




Tarrant County Judge Glen
Whitley, who presides over the
Commissioners Court, said the
district attorney’s office will
have to interpret the criminal
judges’ latest order.

“There is still some dis-
agreement about when infor-
mation becomes a judicial rec-
ord,” he said. “The concern of
commissioners has been over
the release of electronic infor-
mation and what, if any, charg-
es will be associated withit.”
clerk’'s Web-based access to
court records generates about
$20,000 a month.

“I don’t want that to stop, es-
pecially in the face of possible
property tax caps by the state,”
Whitley said. “We don’t want
to do anything that jeopardizes
what Tom Wilder is doing over
at the district clerk’s office.”

Tarrant County Administra-
tor G.K. Maenius said commis-
sioners will have the final say
on what is made available on
the county’s Web site.

“I think the judiciary has de-
termined that the vast bulk of
those records fall under the
district clerk and county
clerk,” Maenius said. “So those
individuals are going to have a
say on whether they are avail-
able on the Internet.”

Judge Bob Gill, who pre-
sides over the 213th District
Court, said that he hopes the
order will put an end to the de-
bate.

“The criminal district judg-
es who signed the order are
simply complying with the
laws in the state of Texas to-
day,” he said.

Several officials who at-
tended the Thursday’s meeting

f

with the judges said that Wil- |
der threatened “legal action”

against the judges.

“People threaten to sue me
all the time, but I don’t get my
back up over that,” Gill said. “If
I get sued, then I will have a re-
action to that. But I don’t think
I'll be sued.” '

Anthony Spdngler, 817-390-7420
aspangler@star-telegram.com




BLACK HISTORY MONTH

M Wesley Hardeman was threat-
ened by people who didn’t want
him to carry a badge and gun.

By ADRIENNE NETTLES
 STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

FORT WORTH — Wesley Har-
deman became a role model for
blacks in 1955 when he was appoint-
ed as the first African-American
Tarrant County
deputy  sheriff,
officials said Fri-
day.

As' a sign of
the times, his job
was limited to
serving  arrest
warrants and in-
vestigating
crimes of blacks.
But he didn’t let segregation or
even pressure from some blacks for
“crossing over” get in the way of his
law enforcement dream, his daugh-
ter Georgia Hardeman said.

“He loved people, period,” she
said. “He wanted to make a change
for his people, but he was con-
cerned about the injustices, main-
ly.”

Hardeman’s role in Tarrant
County’s history went unnoticed
- for decades.

On Friday, that changed. Tarrant
County Sheriff Dee Anderson com-
mitted to displaying a photo of Har-
deman that was donated by his
family.

Surrounded by Hardeman'’s four
children, relatives, and local politi-

HARDEMAN

cians, Anderson made another

promise. When the department
moves to its new building in 2008,
Hardeman'’s’' photograph and a
plaque describing his role in Tar-
rant County’s history will be
placed in the department’s muse-

um.
“He truly broke the color barri-
er,” Anderson said. “He also risked
his relationships in the black com-
munity among those who felt he

- Saturday, February 17, 2007

First black deputy reeoed N

turned his back on them by going to
the other side. He left a legacy for
all people to follow because many
still fight against prejudice, Wesley
Hardeman was truly a trailblazer.”

Hardeman was born in Lock-
hart, south of Austin, on June 10,
1906, to Will and Beulah Harde-
man. He graduated from Cleburne
High School before moving to Fort
Worth with his parents. He later at-
tended Samuel Huston College in
Austin, said Georgia Hardeman,
who now lives in Las Vegas, Nev.

She said that her father was ac-
tive in sports, such as football and
baseball, during his early years, but
he yearned most to be in law en-
forcement.

Before his law enforcement ca-
reer took off, he met Georgia Mae
Wallace of Fort Worth while at-
tending church. The couple mar-
ried in 1938 and had three daugh-
ters: Georgia, Beulah, and Wesley
Bernice. He also had a son, Isaac
Cameron, from a previous relation-
ship, his daughter said.

In February 1945, Hardeman
graduated from the American De-
tective Training School of New
York. He was also a member of‘the
New ‘York Detective and Guard
Registry.

After completing his schooling
and training, Hardeman opened
the Hardeman Detective Agency in
Fort Worth. He eventually expan-
ded the agency to include a night

patrol service, his daughter said.

Hardeman experienced highs
and lows in his personal life. His

‘wife died in early 1955, leaving him

a single father.

“It hurt him,” Georgia Harde-
man said of her mother’s death.
“But he raised his daughters right.”

On Sept. 26, 1955, Tarrant Coun-
ty Sheriff Harlon Wright appointed
49-year-old Hardeman a deputy
sheriff. Hardeman had to ignore in-
justices, such as the $750 in burial

.insurance that was offered only to

whlte deputies killed in the line of
duty. -
“People called and threatened
his family,” Georgia Hardeman
said. “Some threats were from
whites that didn’t want to see him
inthere, and others were from peo-
ple he had arrested.”

Wesley Hardeman’s appoint-
ment was not without controversy.
Members of the local chapter of the
National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People
wanted Wright to appoint a differ-
ent black deputy, relatives said.

Former state District Judge Clif-
ford Davis, 82, remembers the ex-
citement and turmoil that followed
Hardeman’s appointment.

“There were some whowereun-
derstanding and others who we-
ren’t,” Davis said. “But we were all
proud that the sheriff added a black
to his staff.”

“Ifthere ever was agentleman to
carry a gun, he was the perfect ex-
ample of one,” he said.

Mike Johnston, executive chief
deputy of the Sheriff’s Department
and the department’s historian,
said Wright made a bold move by
appointing Hardeman. |

“It took a lot of courage to ap-
point an African-American law en-
forcement officer in the South and
in the 1950s,” Johnston said. “There
probably was a large segment of so-
ciety in the 1950s that didn’t want to
see an African-American with a
gun and badge.”

Hardeman’s tenure with the
Sheriffs Department ended with
Wright’s administration on Dec. 31,
1960, Georgia Hardeman said..

Hardeman went on to open a
restaurant and pool hall in Fort
Worth’s Stop Six neighborhood.

He died in a Fort Worth hospital
in April 1966 at age 59.

This report includes material from the
Star-Telegram archives.

Adrienne Nettles, 817-685-3820 -
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Jail: Sheriff says the downtown site is best one

CONTINUED FROM 1B
derson’s offices to the Tarrant County
Plaza — the old Tandy Technology
Center — and purchasing such items as
equipment and furniture boosts the
project’s total price to about $108 mil-
lion. The county now stores some
court records in the Muller Building.
Voters approved a new jail as part of
a $433 million bond package last year.
The only other downtown site consid-
ered by the county was the site of the
old county jail at 300 W. Belknap St.,
but that aiternative was ultimately re-
jected by commissioners as too costly.
Construction of the jail — which
will hold what Anderson describes as
the “baddest of the bad” county prison-
ers — is set to begin in 2009 and be
completed by 2012.

Sheriff pleads for vote

Anderson pleaded with commis-
sioners to take action Tuesday, saying
that each day they delay a decision on
where to build the facility makes his

job more difficult and potentially adds

to the project’s costs.

“We have studied this to death,” An-
derson said. “It is the site that makes all
of the sense in the world from a taxpay-
er dollar standpoint and that fits in
with our needs. There is no compari-
son to the other sites.”

Tarrant County Judge Glen Whitley
at one time supported building the
40,000-square-foot jail outside of
downtown at a site near the county-
owned Green Bay facility, a partially-
renovated warehouse northeast of
downtown. But the cost of moving out
of downtown, which essentially would
be creating a new criminal courts com-
plex, persuaded Whitley to go w1th the
Muller site.

“I'm pleased that we went through
the process and the selection we made
represents the best use of Tarrant
- County tax dollars,” he said.

Dressing up a jail

Anderson and other county officials
are well aware the downtown business
community is squeamish about having
another jail nearby, and they said they
are committed to buildihg a jail that
will not be a blight on Fort Worth’
downtown skyline.

During Tuesday’s discussion, Com-
missioner Roy Brooks, whose district
includes downtown, recommended
putting retail space on the street level
to help the jail blend in with the sur-
rounding landscape, which includes
the $200 million RadioShack corporate
headquarters.

“My challenge is that we get as cre-
ative as we can and build a jail that is as
unobtrusive as we can possibly make

it,” Brooks said.

He also said downtown business
leaders understand that the commis-
sioners were faced with a difficult deci-
sion. “The downtown business leaders
are interested in what goes on down-
town, but they are also interested in us-
ing their tax dollars in the most effi-
cient way,” he said. . ;

Commissioner J.D. Johnson cast the

‘only yote against the Muller site, saying

more should have been done to investi-
gate using the old Belknap jail site. He
also said the court should have delayed
making a decision to give downtown
stakeholders a chance to respond.

Selection of the new jail site was un-

der the briefing section of the commis-
sioners’ agenda. It was not listed as an
action item, meaning it was not clear
that a vote was going to be taken.

“We did need to make a decision and
get things rolling, but I wish it had wait-
ed a couple of weeks,” Johnson said.

He also had doubts that anything
can be done to make a jail fit in with the
swanky surroundings a few blocks
away.

“You can put hpstlck on a hog but
you can’t make it look good Johnson
said.

Not everyone's choice

Andy Taft, president of Downtown
Fort Worth Inc., the nonprofit advoca-
cy agency for- property owners, busi-
nesses and other stakeholders in the
central business district, said they sug-
gested that if the jail had to be built
downtown, it should be built where the
old county jail is located on Belknap
Street

“It’s not the best site for downtown,
that is what we’ve said all along,” Taft
said. “It’s unfortunate that that sthe de-
cision they made.”

But if the county fallows through
with plans to put other county offices
or other related functions on the lower
floors, it would go a long way in allevi-
ating the negative effects of putting the
jail at that location, he said.

Fort Worth Mayor Mike Moncrief

- said that while a new jail downtown

may make it easier to transfer prison-
ers to and from the courts safely and se-
curely, he’s not necessarily happy
about it. He plans to meet with City
Council members soon about the new
jail site.

“We already have one jail down- *
town,” Moncrief said. “I don’t think

this would have been my choice.”

New county jail

# The jail will include 288 single cells
for men, 48 single cells for women, and
96 medical beds for male prisoners.
i The total cost of the new jail rises to
$108 million when including $6.6 mil-
lion to move the sheriff’s offices from
300 W. Belknap St. to the Tarrant Coun-
ty Plaza across.the street from the
“Tarrant County Justice Center, and
$8.3 million to build a new records
management centerto replace the
Mullér building.

Why this site?

M The Sheriff's Department said the
Muller site is best for safety, security
and efficiency.

W The Muller property is a square piece
of property that is accessible from all
four sides, and is 30 percent larger
than an alternative site at the L-
shaped, former county jail at 300 W.
Belknap St., which offers full access on
only one side and limited access on two
sides.

| Commqssnoners were also concerned
that the Belknap site's cost would be
higher.

What's next?
W Move Tarrant County Sheriff Dee

- Anderson's offices from 300 W. Belk-
nap St. to the Tarrant County Plazain .
the first part of 2008.
M Move the#ecords center to its new
building in 2009.
W Start construction of the new jail in
the latter part of 2009 with projected
completion in 2012.

Source: Tarrant County

Mayor Pro Tem Kathleen Hicks said
that whatever happens, city officials
must work with the county on the jail’s
construction.

“We. look forward to making it work
with the citizens of Fort Worth,” she
said.

Building the new jail will have no ef-
fect on the city of Fort Worth’s contract .
to jail its prisoners at the Mansfield
Jail.

After wrangling with commission-
ers for years about putting the jail at the
Muller site, Anderson said he was “ec-
static” that a decision had been made.

“This decision will outlive all of us.
It will be here long after we have re-
tired and moved on,” he said. “I don’t
think there will be a bigger decision.
made during my time in office. ] am so
grateful the court believes in this.”

Staff writers Anna M. Tinsley and Sandra
Baker contrihuted to this report.

Max B. Baker, 817-390-7714
maxbaker@star-telegram.com
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| Saturday, April 21, 2007

2 o
B Tarrant County's jailis the largest take p
in the state to receive certification  best-run
fram the Texas Commission on Jail
Standards, \

County jails are vital institutions,
designed to house those accused and
waitingfortﬁﬁliq’s:enasﬂwse‘al—
b¢ convicted and sentenced.
egyiézmmq,forboththeac-
cused and those found guilythe ,
— that prisoners be treated ate insp

and held in facilities that are clean, “the jails are cleanand
adequately staffed and not over- well run,” which is exactly the wayit
crowded. Sadly, about 40 jails in Tex- should be, esp, ly as the county ey
as dgn’t meet the state’s minimum prepares to build a hug Tec- |
standards. ; i ‘ j

But Tarrant County residents can Worth.

Deacon Raul Garcia Sr. .
1934 - 2007

Ray John, Nicholas, Gabriell, Joshua, Viridiana and Ashley; great-grandchildren,
Giovanni, Jade, Anthony, Izaia, Anthony Y. Dezirae and MarBella.

Published in the Star-Telegram on 5/ 16/2007. /

Guest Book « Flowers « Gift Shop ¢ Charities ‘
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to pleas letting defendants serve by
mnp il £ “ . i e

By MELODY McDONALD p
mjmcdonald@star-telegram.com T sad
FORT WORTH — For more than two de-
cades, Tarrant County defendants con-
victed of driving while intoxicated have
routinely managed to avoid a jail cell by
working “labor detail.” I
Labor detail allows defendants to
serve their jail sentence by picking u
trash, mowing or painting once a wee:
for the Tarrant County Sheriff's Depart-

ment. .‘
whether the practice is legal. =
The Tarrant County district attorney’s
office recently told judges W ‘
» Ayt T m el

attorneys it would no longer agree to al-
lmdphpdantseonvm, cohol-re-

lated offenses to work labor de
Alpert said his office consulted judges,
see if they were reading the stz
“any authority to allow the
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

architect
picked to
design jail -

the new jail into the context of its

downtown surroundings.
By AMAN BATHEJA
abatheja@star-telegram.com

Architect David Schwarz — who de;

signed much of Sundance Square, in-
cluding Bass Hall — is part of a team

| that has been tapped to design a new

__ The new jail will be
of the county’s Muller
Weatherford Street,

short tunnel under the

nect the new jail to the existing jail and

courts. Map, 98
Voters approved ; jail '

2433 millon bong o o A
dgmm“:?ewmmo&h{] o

€ W 0 place : il v
with several i, bu“;fn::lef oA i won't b
'B‘;bbwngfof the county-owned Green  inside; i

Y facility in north Fort Worth, ~ Butifall go

; o | atleastit won't

When will it be done? -
Construction is'be 20

finish by 2012,

um security jail in downtown

Fort Worth. ‘ 1
Amid concerns from the business

community that the jail could detract

from downtown development, Tar-

rant County commissioners Tuesday

gave the county staff the authority to
negotiate a design contract, includ-

ing cost, with a team led by Gideon

Toal, a Fort< Worth architectural and
S A More on JAIL on 10B

Jail: Team

- to make it fit
‘downtown
surroundings

CONTINUED FROM 1B
engineering firm. . -
Commissioners  voted
unanimously to approve the
selection, with Commission-
er J.D. Johnson abstaining.
Johnson said he didn't want
to vote for Schwarz, who he
said had been disrespectful to
commissioners in the past:
“He talked down to us
[and] came to court with a
pair of slippers on without
any socks like we were a
bunch of country bump-
kins,” Johnson said. “I just
didn’t appreciate his attitude
and I wasn't going to vete for

him on that team.”

County officials have said
they do not want the new fa-
cility to look like a jail. One
option they are considering
is carving out retail space on
the street level to help the jail
fit in with downtown sur-
roundings. ,

In its pitch to commis-

Tarrant County Corrections Ceriter, A

set to beginin 2009 and

Whats thepinz

bifleon theges © - MRS

street will con-

" archite

& : Architect David
.‘
|

has been tappe
‘team led by Giq

sioners, Gideon Toal prom-
ised to be mindful of the
building’s location. i
“We will strive to make it
fit into the context of the
buildings downtown,” said
Randy Gideon, co-chairman
and chief executive officer.

Schwarz has designed .

various high-profile projects
in North Texas, including
Bass Hall, Rangers Ballpark
in Arlington and Southlake
Town Square. He will serve as
a design consultant.

The design team will also
include Wiginton Hooker Jef-
fry Architects, a firm that has
worked on jails throughout
the state.

Five other firms submit-
ted proposals, and the search
was eventually narrowed to
three. Sheriff Dee Anderson
had voiced support for Gide-

on Toal. ‘

AMAN BATHEJA, 817-390-7695
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Won't be angels on the
fos o plonn,

Qesign a_newnmxiex;h b vl
- Ity jail for Tarran
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TARRANT COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Departments get room to grow

g
b
ié
’

Tarrant County Plaza

1 Formerly the Tandy Center
Technol y Square building

A new addition to Tarrant Coun-
z;neonecﬂon of bul!d!np in

town Fort Worth is starting
to take shape, ! :

i e coms 2R e
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The Sheriffs Department andthe |
B4 Tax Office will be moving ;
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(A Reprint from an article in The Fort
Worth Star-Telegram, dtd 8-2-07)

JAIL FEATURED ON TV SHOW

From the makers of Cops comes a show about
what happens after the bare-chested drunk
with dense tattoos gets arrested,

Inside American Jail has its debut on Court
TV tonight starring the Tarrant County
Sheriff’s Department.

As the name suggests, the show is
documentary-style footage of jails around the
country.

Producers brought their cameras to the
county’s Green Bay Jail in the spring,
department spokesman Terry Grisham said.

In tonight’s segment, Capt. John Pilkington
leads an investigation into the source of an
inmate’s new tattoo.

“They go in unannounced and turn the tank
upside down until the find the needles,”
Grisham said.

Court TV is likely to air two more Tarrant
County segments during the show’s 13-week
run, said Doug Waterman of Langley
Productions, the show’s creator.

The show is not a completely unbiased
documentary: Sheriff’s officials got to prove
the footage shown.

Tune in at 7 P.M.

--Aman Batheja

CHEERS AND JEERS m

Saturday, August 11, 2007
' Cheers: To Ernest Domon Sr. and Phillip
Fevang of the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Department Courtesy Patrol. We had a
blowout on busy Texas 360 in Arlington.
Before we could finish calling a service
- company, these men saw the problem and
“offered to fix it. They had the tire off and
the spare on within minutes. Both men
~ refused to accept a tip. Within a mile, we
- passed these same men helping another
motorist. e .
Lo — Roland and Ann Kelley, Colleyville




TARRANT COUNTY

Officials remain optimistic that they
«can cut the property tax rate.

By AMAN BATHEJA

abatheja@star-telegram.com

FORT WORTH — Tarrant County commis-
sioners were presented with a balanced
budget Monday morning and added about
$790,000 to it by the end of the day.

Despite the extra spending, commis-

(fm:nty: Budget proposal
calls for 50 new hires

Tuesday, August 14, 2007

Commissioners add $790,000 to budget plan-

sioners said they are committed to cutting
the property tax rate by half a cent.

The proposed $452 million budget
called for adding 50 positions, but com-
missioners approved several more hires.
The county hds about 4,000 employees. -

The Sheriff’s Department got an extra
$109,357 to pay for another drug-sniffing
dog and a handler. :

Sheriff Dee Anderson told commission-

911 CALLS Wednesday,

ers that the department needs a dog devot-
ed to searching for drugs in the county’s
jails, where problems with smuggling have
grown in recent years.

Commissioners also approved $80,009
to hire a health disparities manager, who

would examine health-related trends, Pub-

lic Health Director Lou Brewer said. An ex-
ample might be tracking infant mortality.
More on COUNTY on 6B

—— e r————

August 15, 2007 | 13

CONTINUED FROM 1B

Commissioners delayed
a decision on a $1.5 million
request from the district at-
torney’s office for a drug task
force that recently lost its
state funding. Commission-
ers said they hope that either
the federal government or
area cities will help keep the
task force running.

County Judge Glen Whit-
ley said state legislators are
“more and more and more
shirking their responsibili-
ty” by not paying for the task
force and other services.

Commissioner  Marti
VanRavenswaay was absent
for the daylong meeting.

County  Administrator

G.K. Maenius is proposing a

budget with a half-cent cut

in the property taxrate, from
27.15 to 26.65 cents per $100
of assessed value. For the
owner of a $100,000 home,
that would mean $5 off the
current yearly tax bill of
$271.50.

Commissioners are also
considering a half-cent cut
for the hospital district.

Commissioners will hold
public hearings on the pro-
posed tax rate Aug. 21 and
28. The final budget is
scheduled to be adopted
Sept. 11.

AMAN BATHEJA, 817-390-7695
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Wednesday, August 29, 2007
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Cities, sheriff decide to
halt jurisdiction debate

‘Officials say they will answer emergency calls first,
ask questions later.

By MELISSA VARGAS msanchez@star-telegram.com
Keller, Fort Worth and the Tarrant County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment are making some changes in how they handle acci-
dents on the borders of their jurisdictions.
They will no longer be transferring callers and debating
over square inches of land. When in doubt, they’ll go out.
The changes come after two well- publicized accidents in
lessithan a year along Wall-Price Road in Northeast Tarrant
County. Huge delays resulted while dispatchers and police

offiters squabbled over jurisdiction and exactly where the
bordersare. :

Sheriff’s Department
Ina 911 emergency call recordin i
911 : g from Thursday’s acci-
gent, a qut, Worth dispatcher can be heard accepti{g the call.
: u;, Shgnff s spokesman Terry Grisham said, the dispatcher
ad an Incorrect map and the 5700 block of Wall-Price Road is
actually in unincorporated Tarrant County.

The accident, however, was about 2.5 feet from the street -

in the grass — an area that no i
K-y department acknowledges is

. Presentatives met with Fort Worth ~
officials Tuesday to make Sure everyone’s computer r'naps are

il:‘l;:f;ed-';hsy alllso decided that for all major accidents and
“related calls, they will »
diction later. _ Y Wi resppnd first and hash out juris-

Sheriff’s officials said the :
A : y have been workin the juris-
diction issue since before Thursday’s accident. e

Fort Worth

decided to take immedi
Sullivan said. |
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