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Sheriff Williams lags in
fund-raising race

By JACK DOUGLAS JR.
Suf-Tdegnm. Staff Writer 2
FORT WORTH — Arlingl;on pqhg:;
spokesman Dee Anderson has rais
rggm money than any other Republican
candidate in the crowded Tarrant County
sheriff’s race, outpacing incumbent Sher-
iff David Williams by almost a six-to-oné
in, reports filed yesterday show.

| Ina half-year period, from JEE

tkrough Dec. 31, Anderson raised
$20,855, followed by former Texas
Ranger Dave Dunaway, who rglsed
$15,700, according to campaign disclo-
sure forms that were filed at the coun-
ty’s elections administration office.
In the race for the Democratic candi-
date for sheriff, Fort Worth _pohceman
Luther Perry reported collecting $1,300
and Haltom City Detective Johnny
“Shane” Harrison reported raising $432.
‘Williams, a Republican who was

helped by a hefty war chest during his
first two successful campaigns, had
raised only $3,532 in the past six
~ contributions totaling $7,925, and

months, according to the reports.
- The reports show that one of the
sheriff’s largest contributions, totaling
$500, came from Hugh Atwell, a former

Tarrant County Jail chaplain who
now runs the Faith Restorative
Justice Chaplaincy.

- Last June, Williams transferred
$327,873 from the jail’s inmate
commissary fund to Atwell’s non-
profit agency in exchange for reli-
gious assistance and support for
prisoners and jail personnel.

Williams could not be reached
yesterday to comment. In a recent
interview, he acknowledged that
his fund-raising efforts had not
been as successful as in the past.

“The money will come,”
Williams said in the interview. “I
believe we’re going to have what
we need to operate ... and execute
the game plan.”

Anderson said yesterday that
he is optimistic that his strong
financial support will result in
victories in both the March 14 pri-
mary and the Nov. 7 general elec-
tions.

 raising $215.

“I think it [the contributions]

shows the strength of the cam-
paign we’ve put together,” he

"~ Williams

Dunaway said he is also com-

In the race to replace retiring?
family court Judge Spe.;Koenig,‘
Republican candidate Debra
Lehrmann reported raising
$36,240 during the past six
months. Lehrmann is already the =
associate judge in the 360th Dis-
trict Court, which is being vacated .
by Koemg. i i

Family law attorney Don Cos- -
by, an opponent of Lehrmann’s in~
the GOP primary; contri-, .
butions totaling $17,065. The
campaign contribution figures for
another Republican candidate in

that race, lawyer John White, ~
were not available yesterday. 4

fortable with what his campaign
has accomplished so far.

“It’s gone as planned. We knew
it would be a grassroots effort to
establish name recognition,” he
said. ;

Sheriff’s candidate Jerry
McGlasson, a former North Rich-
land Hills police chief, reported

Fort Worth police officer Brad
Patterson reported raising $7,130.

No contribution amounts were
reported for the other two Repub-
licans in the race: John Lewis, a
former clerk in the Tarrant County
Jail, and Jim Hunter, a private
investigator who entered the con-
test after the filing deadline.
. James Stokes, a Reform Party
candidate for sheriff, reported

Among Republicans running:
for county tax assessor-collector,
Erest Richardson raised $6,081,
Betsy Price, $5,248 and Tom
Davis, $500. Another Republican,
Jeff Hodges, said in his report that
he did not receive any money in_
his efforts to become the next tax
collector, but he had expenditures
of $26.79.

Diane Roffey, a Democrat
seeking her party’s nomination for=

_tax assessor-collector, reportedz

raising $785.

Jack Douglas Jr., (817) 390-7700
2 Jld@star-telegram.com
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‘ ® LETTERS, FAXES AND E-MAILS TO THE EDITOR

Qualified to comment
Floyd F. Clark (Jan. 6 letter) seems to
think that, because I live in Fomey, I've
norighttoexpressmyopiniononme
David Williams situation.
Mr. Clark, a little background for you:
I was born and raised in Fort Worth and

could be closer to her folks has nothing
whatsoever to do with my concem for the

county.

As for the Sheriff supposedly doing
himself in — his only crime, as far as I
can see, is to stand up to a commissioners
court that seems to want to micromanage

‘allcountyaffairs,rightdowntotaellingme

coroner how much money he can make in

ent most of the first 35 years of my life  any side endeavor he might undertake.
maeb;fmpmqvmgeastlhaveab[oﬂ:er I certainly wouldn’t want to live under
who still lives in Tarrant County, as well  those conditions — and if you do, then
as other relatives. T have an uncle whoisa  that’s your problem, not mine. .
retired Fort Worth police officer, and 1

C
have had other uncles serve on other _ Steve Crager 1
) Forney !}
Tarrant County forces. :
1 think I'm quite qualified to comment

+ ontheplaeelfmmerlycalledhome,thank
you; the fact T moved east so my wife
4
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Late chief has say on race for sheriff

ne month after he was diag-
O nosed with terminal cancer,

and four months before he
died, Fort Worth Police Chief
Thomas Windham composed a
strongly worded letter that now

allows him to speak from the grave.

In it, he endorses a candidate
for sheriff and chastises his own

Windham’s endorsement letter

» Police Chief Thomas Windham’s -
letter endorsing Luther Perry, 6B

Republican Party.

The letter, dictated Sept. 8,
1999, to his executive secretary, is
classic Windham: to the point, no
holds barred and clearly express-
ing his intentions. He leaves no

The following is the full text of a letter Police Chief Thomas Windham dictated to
his secretary four months before he died, endorsing Democratic sheriff's candi-

date Luther Perry:

Letters to the Editor
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
Box 1870 Fort Worth, TX 761 01

It has been my great pleasure and personal pride to have known and worked with
Luther Perry for almost 14 years. | take equal pleasure in personally endorsing him

for Tarrant County sheriff.

| came to Fort Worth as a Republican and | remain a Republican. | must, however,
agree with [Tarrant County Democratic Party Chairman] Art Brender, that Sheriff Lon
Evans was the last great sheriff we've had in Tarrant County. 1 doubt there is a single
Republican voter out there who could honestly disagree with Mr. Brender.

Since we Republicans took over as sheriff

Carpenter and an equal amount of time by David Williams. | frame their incumbencies

we have had almost eight years of Don

as time because there has not been any noticeable effort over the years that either
Carpenter or Williams made any effort to professionalize their department or to serve
all citizens of Tarrant County in an efficient, effective way [other] than an egotistical
way. The Tarrant County Sheriff's Office could easily be led to being one of the best in
the great state of Texas, and indeed one of the best in the country. | have met few
members of the rank and file of the Sheriff's Department that | would not classify as
strongly committed and dedicated professional law enforcement officers — the blight
has been at the top since we Republicans took over. Both recent Republican incum-
bents have frequently referred to themselves as the “top cop” of Tarrant County. | per-

sonally scoff at such a statement.

| believe it is time we Republicans surrendered. It appears obvious to me that we

must conclude it doubtful that we can do the

turn it back over to the Democrats.

Luther Perry of the Fort Worth Police De
sional endorsement as the person most su

job of Tarrant County sheriff. We must

partment has my personal and profes-
ited and qualified to lead the Tarrant Coun-

ty Sheriff's Office to the professional levels the residents of Tarrant County so richly
deserve. He can and will be our top cop, but | bet you won’t hear him make that claim

very often. :

%

time assistant, Luther Perry, to be
the next sheriff of Tarrant County.

Denouncing Sheriff David
Williams and his predecessor,
Don Carpenter, as unprofessional
and egotistical,
Windham
declares that it is
time ' for the
Republican Party
to surrender the

The night he
died, Jan. 12,
Windham’s wife,
Maria, proudly
told me that her
husband had writ-
ten a letter in sup-
port of Perry, a
25-year veteran
of the Fort Worth

room for interpretation.

In his letter, addressed to “Let-
ters to the Editor” of the Star-
Telegram, Windham bemoans the
failure of the Republican Party to
identify and elect qualified and
respectable candidates for sheriff
and steadfastly endorses his long-

(More on SANDERS on Page 6B)

After Windham’s funeral,
Maria again brought up the letter
that the chief had written. She
recalled that he had planned to
send it right away, but after they
talked about it, it was thought that
September was a little too early to
send an endorsement letter.

“He said he would wait and
release it after the first of the
year,” she said.

The chief never got a chance to
personally release his letter, but
he had every intent that it be
made public, Maria said.

The chief returned to the hospi-
tal Jan. 5 and died one week later.

“Since we Republicans took
over as sheriff, we have had
almost eight years of Don Car-
penter and an equal amount of
time by David Williams,” Wind-
ham said in the letter. “I frame
their incumbencies as time
because there has not been any
noticeable effort over the years
that either Carpenter or Williams
made any effort to professionalize
their department or to serve all
citizens of Tarrant County in an
efficient, effective way [other]
than an egotistical way.”

Perry was aware that Windham

sheriff’s office
and “turn it back
over to the
Democrats.”

Police Department and a special
assistant to the chief for about 14
years (almost Windham’s entire
tenure in Fort Worth).
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had written something on his
behalf but did not receive a copy
of the letter until Wednesday, the
day after the chief’s funeral.

The letter was “more power-
ful” than he had expected, Perry
said, but knowing the chief, the
wording didn’t really surprise
him.

Perry, 45, said he was inspired
that the chief, “in the midst of his
Atroubles — one month after
being diagnosed,” would have the
strength and will to write such a
moving endorsement letter.

Although not sure whether
Windham knew that he was dying
at the time he dictated the letter,
Perry said, “I think he had an
inkling that he had a real problem,
and as a safeguard, he did not
want to risk not adding his voice
to this particular race.”

Considering Windham’s “revo-
lutionary kind of personality,”
Perry said, the chief “wanted peo-
ple to know that he [Perry] is the
best-qualified person for the job.”

Perry’s political adviser Steve
Montgomery said, “From a cam-
paign perspective, I’ve never
experienced something like this.”

He said the campaign will defi-

nitely use Windham’s endorse-
ment in campaign literature, just
as it will use the endorsements of
Democratic officeholders U.S.
Rep. Martin Frost, D-Dallas, state
Sen. Mike Moncrief, D-Fort

*Worth, and County Commissioner

Dionne Bagsby — endorsements
th‘i‘t rarely come before the party

primary.

In the letter, Windham said he
scoffed at statements by Williams
and Carpenter that they were the
“top cop” of Tarrant County.

He said Perry could restore the
sheriff’s office to the professional
level Tarrant County citizens
deserve.

“He can and will be our top
cop,” Windham said of Perry,
“but I bet you won’t hear him
make that claim very often.”

Windham was a man who
always liked to get his punches in
during a tough fight. It seems he’s
still doing it — even in death.

Editor’s note: The full text of
Windham'’s letter appears on this ~
page. , :

Bob Ray Sanders’ column appears

Sundays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

(817) 390-7775
bobray@star-telegram.com
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EPER OF THE KEYS

Heavily contested sheriff’s race centers on
‘incumbent’s management of the jail

By JACK DOUGLAS JR.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — On the fifth floor of
the Tarrant County Jail, in a place reserved
for people in big trouble, inmate Willy was
having a terrible day. -~ G
Thick leather straps bound his writhing

body to an ominous-looking black chair. A -

heavy towel was wrapped around his face
and head, allowing him to breathe, but pre-

~ venting him from biting or spitting at the five

jailers who were attempting to restrain him..
‘Charged only with a misdemeanor, and
due to be released within z:hmont:;,mwlily
was in a predicament on that particular
morning bgcause he had repeatedly slashed.
his wrist, then torn away the stitches each
time they were sewn by jail medics.

A nurse, standing in front of the still-
struggling prisoner, said: “This man eats
his own wounds.” i

el I@Wﬂa—/
‘miliar with the innards of the jail — a tow-
ering, steel-barred repository of humanity
where daylight and fresh air are replaced
by fluorescent lights and the smell of
assembly-line food. :

~ This is the county jail, the fourth largest
in Texas, stripped of the political back-
ground that has recently made it one of the

hottest topics of debate in the upcoming

Sheriffsrace - s baon

Sheriff David Williams, a
two-term Republican facing stiff
competition this election year,
oversees 1,239 deputies, jailers
and support workers, and con-
trols an annual budget of $57.3
million. From that budget, $39.7
million is earmarked for running
the jail, where 888 county
employees are assigned.

Other duties of the Sheriff’s
Department include providing
security at the courthouse and in
courtrooms, serving civil and
criminal warrants and patrolling
the rural roads of Tarrant Coun-

t'y Williams says he has worked
hard in the past seven years to
modernize the 13-story lockup
on the northern edge of down-

B

“The biggest job I have is the
safe and secure operations of the
county jail,” Williams said
recently, dismissing as “negative
politics™ the accusations that he
has not performed well.

He noted that the jail has for
the past four years met standards
set by the Texas Commission on
Jail Standards. During those
years, commission director Jack
Crump agreed, Tarrant County’s
jail facilities have been consid-
ered “safe and suitable.”

apt. Herb Chambers, a

Sheriff’s Department

spokesman, said of the
jail’s administration, “They’ve
got good pros in there who are
running it, and they’re working
under him [Williams].”

But the candidates running
against Williams — six Republi-
cans, two Democrats and a
Reform Party hopeful — say
Williams has often ignored the
jail, pilfering its staff and budget
to launch unnecessary crime-
fighting ventures that duplicate
those of area police departments.

They say Williams strives to
be seen as the county’s top cop

" — the one with the shiny badge

who always saves the damsel in
distress — but cares little about
his “less sexy” responsibilities
of caring for more than 3,000
inmates in the jail.

“We have to have a working
jail, not just a warehouse for
people,” said Brad Patterson, a
Fort Worth police officer run-
ning for sheriff in the GOP pri-
mary. :

Dave Dunaway, a former
Texas Ranger and a Republican
candidate, said that if he
becomes the keeper of the keys
to the jail, “I will not be taking
people from there, essential per-
sonnel, to satisfy some whim I
have in some other area of law

=T




enforcement.” =
- But if the jail is in disarray
under Williams’ watch, it was
not obvious on the day that
-~ Willy was struggling. Jailers
- seemed to know exactly what
they were doing with a man who
“was out of control. And if
morale is low among the
staffers, it did not turn to anger
when Willy, the towel finally
removed from his face, tried to
spit in their faces.

cross the jail pod, a more
peaceable inmate paced,
then paused to peer
through the narrow, thick-

glassed window of his “special

management” cell. Many people
would know his name, though
jail rules prevent it from being
published.

He is accused of kidnapping a
little girl. She has not been
found, and is feared dead.

Unlike Willy, the kidnapping
suspect just stared. ...

And smiled. ,

Jail is not a pretty place. And
when the subject is raised in
local politics, it gets downright
ugly.

- Jim Hunter, a private investi-
gator and former federal agent
who is a sheriff’s candidate in
the Republican primary, said
jailers must do a better job in
assessing and dealing with pris-
oners who are in a rage or men-
tally ill. piys '
They used “poor judgment,”
Hunter said, in dealing with
James Arthur Livingston, a 30-
year-old county inmate who died
on July 7 after being squirted
with pepper spray and held for
more than four hours in a
_restraint chair. :

“It appears there was a break-
down in the system, at least, in
keeping that person in restraints
as long as they did without get-
ting professional guidance and
help,” he said. ~

Jail officials said they would
not comment on the circum-
stances surrounding the death
because of a federal lawsuit filed
against the county by Liv-
ingston’s mother, afleging that

‘her son’s civil rights were violat-

Hunter is not the only one in
the sheriff’s race who is alleging
serious mistakes behind jail
walls.

erry McGlasson, a GOP can-
didate and a former police
chief in North Richland
Hills, said Williams’ manage-
ment of the jail has made por-
tions of it an “absolute z0o.”
“They literally lose prisoners
who are to be booked in and
release prisoners who are not
suppose to be released,”
McGlasson said. L
Last May, Savala Swanson,
chief deputy over confinement,

told county commissioners that
“mistakes” were being made in
booking prisoners in and out of
jail. “We’re seeing the release of
people who shouldn’t be
released,” Swanson said at the
time, adding that the jail needed
more personnel to fix the prob-
lem.

Fort Worth Police Chief
Thomas Windham, who died this
month of cancer, had also com-
plained, saying in November
1998 that city officers were
being kept from their patrol
duties because of long delays in
booking their prisoners into the
jail. Windham, at the time,
accused Williams of mismanag-
ing the lockup, adding, “It’s
totally unacceptable.”

Lt. Mack West, who is
assigned to the jail, said the
problem has been fixed. The
average book-in times have
dropped from over an hour to
about 3 minutes, mainly by
“realigning” personnel and mov-

ing some functions of the book-
ing office to other parts of the
jail, West said.

Swanson, in a recent inter-
view, said, “They’ve gone a long
way in resolving the problem.

“That’s not to say the problem
won’t come back, but we think
we have it under control.”

‘Williams’ opponents are not
so sure. ‘ '
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Dee Anderson, a Republican
in the race for sheriff and a
spokesman for Arlington police,
said, “The last contact I had with
Fort Worth [police], they said the
delays were still there and still
causing a great deal of problems
in theu patml operations.”

 nother part of the jail that

needs to be fixed, accord-

ing to Willlams oppo-
nents, is the inmates’ commis-
sary fund. In June, Williams
transferred more than $327,000
from the fund — which had been
used to buy hygiene items for
prisoners — to Faith Restorative
Justice Chanlaincv. headed by

the sheriff’s MMc&mpugn
Hugh Atwell.

Wﬁliamshumaﬂaemoney

Wmﬂd be used by the group to
pmvid& religious assistance and
: elin tbcmmtes and

! “T!wtfs absoiutely absurd "
‘said Fort Worth police officer
Luther Perry, a Democrat in the
race who, like Williams, has
strong ties with local churches.

Perry and several other candi-
dates said that if they are elected
sheriff, they will return the jail
chaplaincy to religious leaders
who are willing to volunteer
their services at little or no cost
to local government. The com-

‘missary fund, they said, should

be used only to purchase toi-

letries for prisoners.
Shane Harrison, a Haltom

‘police detective who is trying to
become the Democratic nominee

for sheriff, said he believes
Williams moved the money to
Atwell’s group in a bid for fur-
ther political support from the

religious right. “There’s no

doubt about it, h&wams to gain-
favor from those ch S,
rison said, adding, “We’ve got to"
g;lt these e;mrches out of the
Wllhams dxd not return@
repeated phone calls for a_
response. Atwell also could not
be reached.

Larry Hester, a chief deputy'\

- with the Sheriff’s Department ;

said the commissary fund was
tapped after county commission-
ers eliminated Atwell’s position
as chaplain and religious ser-
vices administrator for the jail.
That position, according to
records, paid Atwell more than
$56,000 a year. :

Jack Douglas Jr., (817) 390-7700
i Jjld@star-telegram.com .
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County settles suit over

Jail suicide

The family wants officials
to discuss the case with
jailers on duty the night
she died.

By KAReN Rouse
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — Tarrant
: commissioners agreed yes-
terday to pay $50,000 to settle a
lawsuit filed by the family of a 36-
year-old woman who hanged her-
self with a telephone cord in the
county jail.

The 3-1 vote comes exactly four
years after the body of Jennifer
Merriman was discovered in a
holding cell.

- The suit, filed by Charles and
Bette Merriman, was set to go to
trial in about a week.

Commissioners Glen Whitley
and Dionne Bagsby and County
Judge Tom Vandergriff voted in
favor of the settlement, while Com-
missioner J. D. Johnson voted
against it. Commissioner Marti
VanRavenswaay was absent during
the vote.

“I'm not satisfied in my mind
that we did anything wrong,” John-
son said, explaining his vote.

. Michael Ware, the Merrimans’
~ attorney, said the settlement also
calls for an official apology from
Tarrant County and a meeting
between county officials and the
Merriman family, and for county
officials to discuss the circum-
stances of Merriman’s death with
officers on duty Jan. 25, 1996, the
Ware said the family will also
tour the jail to “have a better idea
of what kind of input they want to
make with the commissioners.”
Marvin Collins, chief of the civil
division of the District Attorney’s
office, declined to comment on
details of the case before the settle-
ment becomes final. '

Collins said only that the matter
had been in litigation for several
years and that the settlement is the
result of mediation.

Debra Dupont, the a.fssmv.tant'the dis-
trict attorney representing the coun-
ty, did not return a telephone call
yesterday. :

Merriman had been arrested on
suspicion of aggravated assault
with a deadly weapon after a fight

with her boyfriend when she was
booked into the county.jail. A

been cut on the hand by a pocket
knife and that Merriman was hit in
the eye and head.

Officials said Merriman had

‘been placed in a holding cell with
other women, but was moved to a
holding cell alone after she became

~violent. An hour later, deputies
found her unconscious, according
to news reports.

Ware said the Merrimans sued
in late 1996 claiming that “the
county consciously disregarded the
fact that she [Jennifer Merriman]
was a suicide risk” and that a fail-
ure to take precautions “had been a
contributing factor to her death.”

‘Merriman revealed to jail offi-
cials during an interview that she
had attempted suicide in the past
and was taking more than one anti-
depressant, Ware said.

Merriman was placed in a cell
with an instrument that enabled her
to take her own life, and was moni-
tored just once an hour, Ware said.

“It could have been every 30
minutes or ‘every 15 minutes or
continuous” surveillance, he said. -

Ware said the lawsuit was not
about money.

“The primary impetus is they
want the county to be accountable

In other business yesterday,

commissioners were briefed in a
closed meeting on a recent ruling
that favors Denton County in a bor-
der dispute with Tarrant County.
But the commissioners declined
taking any steps to appeal District
Judge James Mullin’s ruling.

Tarrant County in 1997 sued its

northern neighbor, Denton County,
over the location of their common
border. In November, Mullin ruled
in favor of Denton County.

But Mullin did not issue a final
Jjudgment. Tarrant County attorneys
— while not explicitly saying that
they will appeal the case — urged
that a final judgment be issued to
clear the way for an appeal to the
2nd Court of Appeals in Fort
Worth. e

Mullin ruled Thursday that he
will not issue a final judgment until
the border is physically marked.

Tarrant County commissioners
are expected to discuss the issue
again at Tuesday’s meeting.

Karen Rouse, (817) 390-7620
karenrouse@star-telegram.com

forwhathappmedandmakcsome

changes,” he said.
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Workers of clubs raided
2 years ago sue county

By KAREN ROUSE
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — Seventeen
people who were employed at
several sexually oriented busi-

nesses raided by the Tarrant

County Sheriff’s Department two

The lawsuit says that the sexu-
ally oriented businesses had been
operated legally based on letters
administered by the Tarrant Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department and that
county officials were aware that

,the businesses were permitted to

Yyears ago sued the county yester- -

day, claiming that their civii rights
were violated.

Five adult clubs and five adult
bookstores were raided Feb. 4,
1998, and were temporarily
closed for not having permits
posted or having them posted in

- the wrong location.

Dancers, bartenders, cooks,
disc jockeys, waitresses, club
managers and other workers were
arrested and jailed for 24 hours or
longer. The 10 dancers, two wait-
resses, two disc jockeys, two
managers and one who
are named as plaintiffs in the law-
suit were never charged, and their
arrest records have been cleared.

~ Steven H. Swander, who is
representing the plaintiffs, could
not be reached to comment yes-
terday, and the lawsuit does not
 specify what remedy the plaintiffs

Assistant District Attorney
Thompson said the county
was expecting the lawsuit, :
The workers had been
employed at the New West Club,
Dream Clubs or Showcase II
- adyt entertainment clubs. -

operate.

Many of the clubs and book-
stores had 1991 letters from the
Sheriff’s Department that served
as temporary permits until a per-
mit hearing could be held. The |
hearings were never held and the
clubs, often patrolled by deputies,
stayed open for years.

Swander said Sheriff David
Williams ordered the raid after
meeting with representatives of
the district attorney’s office to

~ enforce a “permit posting require-

ment” in the law,

Swander said the arrests were
made without a warrant and were
designed to close the businesses.

- Thompson said the dancers’

~records were cleared and the

+

plaintiffs never relinquished their
rights to sue the county.

The county agreed to nullify
the arrest records because the
Sheriff’s Department never pur- |
sued criminal cases against the
dancers,he said. =~ = |

Sheriff’s officials said they
ordered the operation based on
complaints from residents.

Karen Rouse, (81'))’3!0-762[
karenrous /@star-telegram.com
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Sheriff questions some
opponents’ backers

By JACK DOUGLAS JR.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Facing
stiff competition in the upcoming
primary, Tarrant County Sheriff
David Williams has suggested
that some of his opponents may
have been “put up” to run by
people who want to buy influ-
~nna in tha Sheriff’s Department.

“They’ve been encouraged by
people ... who clearly don’t
understand what the job
requires,” Williams said in a rare
display of political finger-point-
ing at those who are challenging
his bid for a third term. :

But Williams, in a telephone
interview, stopped short of
accusing any of the six other
Republican candidates of accept- -
ing campaign contributions in
exchange for promised favors if
they win. ;

“I would want to believe that
all of the candidates have
motives that are proper, and that
they are well-intentioned,” he
P : .
~ The other candidates in the

March 14 GOP primary said the:
have made it clear to their ﬁnans-'
nothing folrl their money —
except a well-managed Sheriff’s

Referring to Williams’ sug-
gestion to the contrary, candidate
Jim Hunter, a private investigator
- (More on SHERIFF on Page 6B)

Despite six
challengers

in his party,
David Williams
says he expects
to win a third
term.

and former federal officer, said: “T
think he’s hallucinating.”

Hunter and others in the race not-
ed that it was Williams, during his
first term in office in the early 1990s,
who was accused of becoming too
cozy with auto parts dealer Ed Max.

Max, who contributed about
$42.000 to Williams’ first race, was
often referred to as the “shadow
sheriff,” with easy access to the
Sheriff’s Department after.

" Williams took office in 1993.

In a recent interview, however, he
denied asking for, or receiving, any
special favors in return for being
Williams’ biggest money-backer.

“Hell, no! What kind of influ-
ence would I want? All I want is
good government,” he said.

Max, whose father was a Tarrant
County deputy, added: “I love the
Sheriff’s Department. 1 was
brought up around it.”

The 71-year-old entrepreneur
said he has not decided whether to
contribute money in this year’s
sheriff’s race.

“I don’t know who to put there,”
he said. “The man in Arlington is a
real good fella,” Max said, referring=
to Dee Anderson, a spokesman for
the Arlington Police Department.

“But can he run anything? All
he’s been is a spokesman for the
Police Department,” Max said.

Anderson agreed that his “strong
suit” is in communicating with oth-
ers. “That’s what this job needs

right now,” he said, adding that he -

will work hard to delegate authority.
“I will bring in top names of police
managers and executives from all
over the county,” Anderson said.

Max said he has a strong alle-
giance to certain current members of
the department’s chain of command
and does not want to see them lose
their jobs under a new boss.

Max said he was considering
backing candidate Dave Dunaway,
a former Texas Ranger, until Dun-
away told him that, if elected, he
would “get rid of everyone in high
command.” ;

“So we just thanked him and
sent him on his way,” Max said.

Dunaway said in an interview
that, as sheriff, he would “closely
evaluate” the department’s top
commanders before deciding
whether any of them should be
demoted or fired. Like other candi-
dates, he said that he would not
take money from anyone asking for

personal favors.

One thing is for sure, Max said:
He will not contribute money to
Williams. “I don’t intend to spend a
nickel. The man’s a total ... embar-
rassment,” he said.

With Max gone, and other sup-
porters backing away, Williams’
campaign war chest is much lighter
than in the past, the sheriff
acknowledged.

During the first half of last year,
Williams raised only $100 and
spent a meager $32 in his re-elec-
tion bid, according to campaign
disclosure statements filed with the
county’s elections administration
office. For the second half of the
year, the sheriff’s war chest grew
by $3,532.

Reported contributions for the
other candidates last year were:
$32,680 for Arlington police
spokesman Anderson; $23,305 for
Fort Worth police officer Brad Pat-
terson; $22,373 for Dunaway, the
former Texas Ranger; and $10,870
for former North Richland Hills
Police Chief Jerry McGlasson.

Hunter. the private investigator,
and John Lewis, a former Sheriff’s
Department clerk and self-
described window washer, entered
the race late and have not filed
campaign disclosure statements.



knowwheaﬂlatﬁvillhe."

~ On the Demomhg side, Fort
Worth police officer Luther Perry

raised $6 825, and Haltom City

pohceofﬁcerlohmy “Shane” Har-
rison raised $1,272, the disclosure
documents show.

Reform Party candldate Jim
Stokes raised $275. '

Williams said that he has recent-
ly been “blessed” Wlth comnbu-
tions, including a “nice little
bounce” after he won a straw poll
in November. :

“1 believe we're gomg to have

what we need to ... execute the

~mplm.”ﬂaeahaiﬁ'sakl,wick«

ly adding, “But we’ll always take
more money.”

Williams sandhelsdetu'nmwd
to keep his job, despite the rigors of

one controversy after another,

including a helicopter crash that
. killed two of his deputies, fights

with county commissioners and
questions about his military service.

The 45-year-old sheriff predict-
ed that when his days end as the
county’s top cop, it will be through
retirement — rather than by defeat.

“There will come a time, somé-
day, when it will be time for me to
look to retire,” he said. “I don’t

s

Jack Douglas Jr, (817) 390-7700
Jjld@star-telegram.com - s
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‘State high court to hear ‘God Pod’ case

BY KAREN ROUSE -
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — The Texas Supreme
Court agreed yesterday to hear appeals filed
by both sides in a case in which two former
inmates challenged the constitutionality of
the Tarrant County Jail’s Christian Education
Unit. ' ‘ ‘
The state’s highest civil court is scheduled
to hear the case Feb. 23.

Ex-inmates say Tarrant County
Jail unit is unconstitutional
inmates are appealing a year-old ruling by
the 2nd Court of Appeals, which said a trial
is needed to decide whether the unit shows

religious favoritism.
“I think it’s appropriate that the Texas
Supreme Court review this case,” said Mar-

“It gives all of us an opportunity to know
where the proper line is between church and
state and ... how far we must go to permit the
free exercise of religion in the jail.”

Richard A. Rohan, attorney for former
inmate Ruth Maree Lara, who is Jewish,
said, “We felt all along that this is an impor-
tant issue of church-state separation that war-
ranted review at the highest level.”

Lara and former inmate Michael Huff, a

- Attorneys for the county and the former

civil division.

vin Collins, chief of the district attorney’s

(More on APPEALS on Page 6B)

Jehovah’s Witness, sued Tarrant
County and Sheriff David
Williams in 1993, claiming the
unit violated their civil rights and
the religious freedom provisions
of the U.S. and Texas constitu-
tons. ' b
- The unit, nicknamed the “God
BPod,” has offered Bible lessons

and diplomas to inmates since
1992.

Last year, the 2nd Court of

- Appeals said the unit does not

violate the two inmates’ religious
freedom. But the judges said
there is so much conflicting evi-
dence about the program’s pur-
pose and operation that a trial is
needed to determine whether the
unit amounts to government
favoritism for a partjzular reli-
gion. e

In its argument to the Supreme

Court, Tarrant County is taking

issue with “whether Huff and

Lara have standing since they are
no longer in the jail,” Collins
said. !

Rohan said Lara is appealing
the Court of Appeals ruling that
there are facts that need to go
before a trial. He said testimony
from Sheriff David Williams and
others shows that the God Pod

. operation “amounts to 2 violation

of the constitution. There i$ no
need for a trial.”

Laurance Priddy, Huff’s attor-
ney, said he will also argue that a
trial is unnecessary and that the
God Pod violated Huff’s rights
because he was not allowed the
same type of instruction as other
inmates. :

“He requested the opportunity
for Jehovah’s Witness preachers
to conduct group sessions and
they wouldn’t permit that,” Prid-
dy said. s

Karen Rouse, (817) 390-7620
karenrouse@star-telegram.com
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FORT WORTH

BY EL1ZABETH CAMPBELL
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — A Pelican Bay police officer
has been placed on paid leave after he critically
- wounded a woman early yesterday morning.

| Mickey Rogillio said. Wi
Officer Shawn Nance, who has been with th

department two years, was pursuing Donna Butler
on suspicion of driving while intoxicated when he
fired four shots at her 1988 Ford Tempo, officials

- Butler was taken to John Peter Smith Hospital
~and was listed in critical condition yesterday with a
gunshot wound in the head. :

The pursuit began in Azle around 12:30 a.m. in
the 1100 block of Southeast Parkway when officers
noticed a vehicle traveling over the speed limit, Azle
police Lt. Greg Arrington said. He said Butler was
also driving erratically.

The Tarrant County Sheriff’s Department is
investigating the shooting, Pelican Bay Police Chief

Driver critically wounded in head
after pursuit by Pelican Bay police

Aze officers followed the Tempo to the intersec-
tion of Texas 199 and Farm Road 730. The car then
turned north on 730 toward Pelican Bay, about 30
miles northwest of Fort Worth. ;

The driver turned on Sandy Beach Road toward

Pelican Bay, Arrington said.

“When the vehicle got to the Pelican Bay city

limits, that department took over the pursuit,” he

‘Meanwhile, Butler continued driving to Long
Avenue but refused to stop. Nance pulled his car

-across the road in an attempt to block Butler’s vehl-

cle, officials.

~_ “When Butler drove her car toward vNa#dé;' he

believed he was about to be struck,” City Attorney

George Staples said. - Jto s
Rogillio said it is policy to request an

outside invesigation of shootings involving officers.

Elizabeth Campbell, (817) 390-7696

liz@star-telegram.com i
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‘FIND SOMETHING VOIT 1 TIRE TN nn [T MAY A
"NOT BE DRUMS, BUT IT BEATS DRUGS AND GANGS.” ‘

Students get tips on
leadership, life

BY MARTHA DELLER
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — The teens looked a
bit bored or maybe just sleepy as they
watched a drug awareness video yester-
day as part of a leadership conference at
Leonard Middle School.

But the students quickly woke up
when Tarrant County Sheriff’s Lt. Leon
Flowers Jr. taught them how to play his
drums from West Africa, Cuba and Peru.
- Seated behind djembe, conga and
cajone drums, the teens hesitantly mim-
icked Flowers’ movements in striking

IMPACT

the drums, then
boldly picking
up the rhythm

ORUrE POWnIn. that. produced
_ alternating low
and high-pitched tones.

“You’re concentrating way too hard.
Have fun,” he told a few apprehensive
teens. “Find something you like to do. It
may not be drums, but it beats drugs and
gangs.”

More than 200 students, mostly sev-
enth graders from about 15 Fort Worth
middle schools, chose among a dozen

/workshops yesterday at the 14th annual
ip Con- |
ference sponsored by the Fort Worth |

* Middle School Student
Council of PTAs.

Flowers’ workshop, “Beiﬁng Drugs :

and Gangs with Rhythm and Drum,”
was one of the most popular. He told the
teens that he turned to music and martial

arts to escape the drugs and gangs
that ruined the lives of some
friends and relatives.

Sheriff’s Lt. Leon Flowers Jr. drums in a
classroom at Leonard Middle School yester-
day. He encouraged students to become
interested in something other than drugs.

#That was one of my
faworites,” said Jerry Crimiel,
who plays percussion in the
Wedgwood band. “He brought it
tosmore modern times and gave
us-an alternative.”

At past workshops, Flowers

demonstrated his martial arts
skills as part of his anti-drug mes-
sage, said PTA Council President
Ruth Ann Patsel. X
““"Workshops on other contempo-
rary issues such as AIDS and
drinking and a ropes challenge
course were also popular, Patsel
said.
“ssAbout half the workshops
focused on building leadership
skills. Schools chose the partici-
Pénts in hopes that they could use
thiose skills to help other students.
oneIl @ workshop led by Paschal
High School seniors Veronica
Flores and Mary Dear, the middle
$¢hool students silently worked in
teams to build houses of cards to
Tearn cooperation and nonverbal
¢ommunication.

Monnig student Phillip
Stephenson, whose team built 22
card houses in 10 minutes, said
that adhesive tape, not talking,
would have made the task easier.

: The point we tried to get.
across is that talking is not always
the best way,” Flores said. “All of
yog are leaders, so you sometimes
conflict. You kind of worked with

each other’s ideas. That’s what
-worked.” : :

The students then drew pic-
tures of their ideal leaders.
Stephenson’s leader had “a light
_bulb for good ideas, big ears for
listening, big muscles for standing
up for what he believes, strange
clothes for expressing himself, a
smile for being happy and a bi
e PPy 18

Many students left the confer-
ence with what sponsors had
hoped — plans to carry what they
learned back to other students,

“I was in Student Council last
year,” Dunbar student Kristyn
Wagner said. “I hope to be in
National Junior Honor Society
next year. I'll probably run for an
office.”

Wedgwood students Lelani
Taylor and Brad Cain said the

. Wworkshops will help them in their

respective roles as a Natural

Helper and a peer mediator, two

groups that help other students.
“This gave us good tips on

being a leader and standing up for

what you believe,” Taylor said.

Linda Fielding, who works
with troubled students at Wedg-
wood Middle School, said that’s
what she had in mind when she
chose them for the conference.

“These are not full-fledged
leaders yet, but they’re the group
learning conflict resolution to
help qther kids,” she said.

Special to the Star-Telegram/RYAN DORSETT
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: DeeAndemnwﬂlsped(wxﬂxﬂnpeo-
pleandfetﬂxepeopleas'fhmnt(?ounty
sheriff.

HclsthesonofthehteAndy
Anderson, longtime sportswriter for the.
Fort Worth Press. Helnsastmnghack—
ground in communications.

Deeandhlsw:fe,kzheeu,havebeen
my friends for 15 years. I have shared in
watching his family develop with his con-

- cemn, love and guidance.
- Please join me in voting for Dee
w Gloria F. Dunson
: Fort Worth
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Sunday, February 6, 2000

Chief’s letter is a

Jactor, Anderson says

Sheriffcandidateboolnllﬁion, speaking at a
Republican Forum luncheon, suggested that his ,
party should be concerned about 2 letter written by
since-deceased Fort Worth Police Chief Thomas

, blasting Republicans and endorsing
assistant Luther
el 1
Democratic
candidate.

Anderson,

e considered by
some a front-runner in the GOP primary, said that

- Windham’s letter could be an effective “hammer
that will follow us from now until November.”

“If you don’t think the Democrats believe they
can win the sheriff’s race [with help from the

_ endorsement letter], I submit to you that that’s
- Wrong,” he said to his hushed audience.

Fellow sheriff candidates in the Republican
primary were quick to disagree, saying in interviews
that they do not believe the letter, written by

~ Windham before his death last month from cancer, +
will hurt the GOP.
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El Paso to get Tarrant County hehcopters

By KAREN ROUSE
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — TWO heli-

gram
that killed two deputies will be
taken to El Paso next week, offi-
cials said.
| Jerry Rucker, a grant manager
for the Sheriff’s Depmment, told
Tarrant County commissioners
yesterday that the state Criminal
Justice Department approved Tar-
rant County’s transfer of the air-
craft—aBellOH—SSandaHugh
i 4 OH-6 — to El Paso.
The Criminal Justice Depart-
ment oversees the federal
surplus program that allows law
enforcement agencies to acquire
equipment from the Defense

ElPasoofﬁmlsareexpected

to begin transporting the aircraft
todayﬁ'omahangaratFathm

Meacham Airport, Rucker said.
Tarrant County Sheriff David

Williams, who promoted heli-

copter use for narcotics enforce-

- ment, was not available to com-

ment. His spokesman, Capt. Herb
Chambers, said the department is
pleased with the transfer.

“It’s something we’ve been
worklng on for a long time and
we're glad it’s going to another
law enforcement agency in
Texas,” he said.

Commissioners said they were
relieved that the county will soon
be rid of the helicopters.

“Wonderful,” Commissioner
Dionne Bagsby said.

“Excellent,” Commissioner
J.D. Johnson said.

The commissioners grounded
the aircraft Sept. 29, 1998, citing
safety concerns. Lt. George Mau-
rice Hendrix and Deputy Thomas
JaySmlthwetekxlledwhenaheh-
copter in the sheriff’s program

crashed on Sept. 17, 1997, eastig'
Eagle Mountain Lake. &

A federal air safety repox:t
attributed the crash to pilot error.”

Federal regulations forbid tﬁc
county from selling the helicopters
to El Paso. But the Sheriff’s
Department will collect $45.000
from El Paso as compensation for
equipment, including decals and
antennae, that had been mstalleil
on the aircraft. = "

The money will be added to tﬁe
sheriff’s crime forfeiture fund for
law enforcement programs, sher-
iff’s officials said. @

El Paso officials have saxd lhey
will use the aircraft to suppom
patrol operations. i‘ﬂm
which has been using helicopters
since 1988, has three hehcopterﬁ
and one Cessna airplane.

‘Karen Rouse, (817) 390-7620
karenrouse@star-telegram.com
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cnmu; TY PROFILE

_ NAME: Savala Swanson Sr. poslﬁve image of a
AGE: 50 person in law
CITY: Fort Worth erﬂomement”

CLAIM TO FAME: Swanson, who starbd -~ |  Too often, he
his faw enforcement career as a detention offi-  |g e j,sald children see

cer with the Tarrant County Sheriff's Depart- |
‘ment, has been chief deputy of confinement

- since 1983, manages a $34 million budget and
oversees a staff of more than 700 workers.

~ a negative situa-
- tions, such as

After almost 21 years, Swanson hsst, - when they make
_just about every position at the jail. - amests.ions T

‘When Swanson is not manag: me . He also warns
ty’s three confinement units — the Tarrant, youngsters that jail

County mceorrections mmmg:m ngr demm ~is not a place
Street, the Belknap building Green emmouﬁym
facility — he teaches Bible study and Sunday mspomt he puusemnaﬂcuﬁsaﬁﬂqg
'mmammmmm
- where he is also a member of the outreach and = SvmsuncreditshiscareerWI ,
church steering committees. Set mmmmmmm
: Healsospmwmmasehaotm Christ. i
“That's my lifeline,” he said. "WMM

"Ilovecﬁidm " said Swanson, a father of  Lord and without my church involvement, |
Wﬂﬁnknsmponamtormemtoseea raallywouldnothavealih” ; %

P
STEE e s e, | e it
—
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Dream world images fill

Williams’ Web site

heriff David Williams is living
in ill:“ fantasy world.
irst, he imagined that he
deserved credit for both the lower

crime rate and the booming local
economy.

~ Now, in his newest delusion,

Williams has
friends.

They’re very i;lt}ut;ntial friends.

¢ Paula Day, a county co-
chairwoman of Bush’s presi-
'dential campaign, said the gOV-
ernor has posed for publicity
photos in only one Tarrant
County race, supporting newly
appointed 2nd Court of

created some imaginary Appeals Judge Anne Gardner.

- The “gallery” of 34 photos
also includes U.S. Sens. Phil

In Williams® vivid imagination, his Gramm and Kay Bailey

friends include Gov. Georg

Jt_. and even Tom Landry. They’re all

eW.B :
USS. Sen. John M@,&Q&P& Hutchison, Dallas

County
Sheriff Jim Bowles and even
the Rev. Jerry Falwell, as well

pictured on his new World Wide Wep 28 local TV preacher Kenneth

itical campaign - . implyi Copeland. .
fh:ththey w%i@ﬂgfm_ . Two high-ranking officers in
bent in the Republican primary elec- the sheriff’s department
tion March 14. declined comment and said

The front- : they did not know who pub-
Mgwlug.ﬁe a‘:,t:io ;o bih“?i‘l’vd:ed- lishes the campaign Web page. -
looking Bush. David Williams did not return

~ The headline beneath says: “Sher- -

iff’s Photo Gallery. You Will Be
Amazed Who You See Here.”

Not only will you be amazed.

They’ll be amazed.

Roger Williams was amazed. He’s
a Weatherford car dealer and a Texas
fund-raiser for Bush.

He is shown prominently with the
sheriff in two 1996 snapshots — tak-
en when the two were simply stand-
ing side by side at a Texas Christian
University football game.

! “David has not asked me for
permission to use any pic-
ures,” Roger Williams said
esterday. “I don’t want any-
lone to perceive any of those
pictures as an endorsement.
* “Furthermore, I think you
sshould ask people before you
§se their pictures.” -
< Bush has not endorsed
‘Williams and did not authorize
sing any pictures, Bush
pokesman Scott McClellan

5 =

paidryestotday. ©

calls.
- Auto parts execufive Philip
_Byrd gtr"lfort Worth, listed on

the page as Williams’ cam-
paign treasurer, said he is not
actively supporting Williams
and only agreed to leave his
name on campaign paperwork.

Although Williams did not
return calls, some of his six
challengers did.

“I’ve had people warn me
about that, how some candi-
dates will take your picture and
then use it politically,” said

~ Dave Dunaway of Arlington, a
former Texas Ranger who fin-

ished second to Williams in a -

party insiders’ straw poll. “I
know what that implies. I
wouldn’t do it.”

Williams’ best-known chal-
lenger is Arlington officer Dee
B. Anderson, a 14-year depart-
ment spokesman and long-ago

newspaper sports editor, the
son of longtime Fort Worth and
Dallas sportswriter Andy
Anderson.

“Heck, I've got pictures
with Roger Staubach, Don
Meredith, everybody — there’s
a great one of my dad with
coach Landry,” Anderson said.
“If he’s trying to imply that all
those people support him —
that should be set straight.”

The photos are not the only
surprise on the Web site,
www.sheriffwilliams.org. A
headline claims: “Sheriff Cap-
tures 100,000 Fugitives.”

Only in his own mind.

Bud Kennedy’s column appears
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.
(817) 390-7538
budk@star-telegram.com

=
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BUD
KENNEDY
©

COMMENTARY
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Proven Performance - Superior Management Click Here For Sher
Gallery. You Will B
Proactive Law Enforcement - Innovative Leadership Who You See Here

Click Here To See
The Real Republican 1
In The Sheriff's Race '*

Your comments, tips and suggestions regarding our Internet site are welcome. Click the e-

mail address below. webmaster@sheriffwilliams.org

This web page was last updatded 19 January 2000

Political Advertisement paid for by Sheriff David Williams campaign, Phillip Byrd Treasurer, P. O. Box 48206,
Worth, Texas 76148

http://www.sheriffwilliams.org/

Fort
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& Endorsed By Conservative Republican Leaders

2000 Republican Primary

e

We believe Sheriff David Williams to be a man of integrity that has faithfully
performed the duties of his office and kept his Promises with the voters. Please
join us in supporting Sheriff David Williams for Re-election in the March 14, 2000
Republican Primary and the November 2000 General Election.

. From the Sheriff:
promises to the voters. The facts show that we have achieved this

ambitious goal. My record of proven performance and innovative
leadership will continue well into the new millennium, should you the voter

‘ For the last seven years | have worked diligently to fulfill my campaign

"THE SHERIFF WILLIAMS ENDORSEMENT LIST GROWS"

We would like to invite you to join the growing numbers of Conservative Tarrant
County Republican Leaders endorsing Sheriff David Williams for re-election in the
March 14, 2000 Republican Primary.

For more information about signing up to endorse our Sheriff please follow the
pPrompts contained on this web-site.

http://www.sheriffwilliams.org/Endorsements.htm 2/12/00




Scott Fisher
Linda Ford
William Ford
Lupe Gamez

Irma Gamez

Dr. B.W. Garrison
William C. Gooch
Cheryl Graham
Randy Graham
Kathrine Hagood
Kent Hagood
David Hall

David Halvorson
Janet Halvorson
Eleanor Hanshaw
William Hanshaw

Virginia Harper

Norma Labrosse
Charlotte Landon
Otis Lemley
Geraldine Lewis
Jack Lewis

Brent Lyons

Phil Mabry

Paul MacLemore
Lonnie Mcarthur
Donna Mcarthur
Jack McFarland
Marry McFarland
Billie Ruth McGehee
Marissa McGehee
Stan McGehee, Jr.
Stan McGehee, Sr.

Norma Means

Mildred Russey
Ed Schneider

J. Shelby Shape
Jim Sutton

Tommy Thompson
Claudia M. Thompson
Stan Tillman

H. C. Underwood
Bill Vaden
Melaine Vaden

Dr. Robert Vaughn
D. R. West

J. D. Williams

M. R. Williams

Partial listing at time of update.

If you have already endorsed Sheriff Williams and your name is not listed above, please be
patient with us. We are in the process of converting our file system. This is a grassroots
campaign and your support is vital. In order to help us quickly add your name to the
Sheriff's endorsement list above and electronically update your information in our files,
please click on either the e-mail link or the volunteer button below. If you find any errors
on how we've listed your name on this, or any other lists that are published on our web-site
or in print medium please contact us via e-mail. E-mail us at: Sheriff@SheriffWilliams.org

Thanks, from the Members of the Sheriff's Campaign Posse. If you would like to join

ttp://www.sheriffwilliams.org/Endorsements htm 2/12/00




Lt... €ol . Wayne Anderson

(USAF Ret.)

Chaplain Hugh Atwell

David Barrington
Jamie Biedenham
David Borchert
Margaret Borchert
Mary Borchert

Peggy Borchert

Dr. James Borchert,

SREC

Charles Burdan
Mary Carr
Richard Carr,III
Don Chamberlain
Herb Chambers, III
John Dalton
Richard Deotte
Bill Eddins
Bobbie Eddins
Dick Eudaly
Olivia Eudaly

Cheryl Fiegel

W. C. Harper, Jr.

Buck Harris
Carolyn Harris
Carol Hensley
Larry Hester
Susan Hester
Marcus Hill
Robert Hill
LaVonne Hilton
Randy Hilton
Karen Holmgren
David Hunt
Teresa Hunt
Ellie Hutchison
Robert Isinghood
Stella Isinghood
Doyle Jones

Dr. Kevin Kallal
Jana Kallal

Don Klick
Stephine Klick

Lori Labrosse

http://www.sheriffwilliams.org/Endorsements_htm

Dr. Marlene Mitchell

Tim Mitchell
Caryn Moore
Raymond Moore
Cinda Nichols
John Nichols
Lisa Parks
Victoria Pate
Alan Pattee
Ginger Pattee
Bob Peck

Hank Pope

Karen Pope
Carlos Puente
Maria Puente
Tom Quinones
Michele Quinones,
Robert Rangel
Kathy Ratliff
Diana Richards
Joseph Richards

Ricky Roberts

SRE

2/12/00




And the Tarrant County Sheriff's Office Performance Review

1993-2000

« September 15, 1999 Superior Management

The Texas Commission on Jail Standards rated the MANAGEMENT of the Tarrant County
Jail by Sheriff David Williams as SUPERIOR for the 4t consecutive year. Jack Crump,
Executive Director of the Commission on Jail Standards praises the PROVEN
LEADERSHIP of Sheriff David Williams in a recent letter by stating:

"This accomplishment demonstrates superior day to day
management and interest on your part. The citizens of Tarrant
County should be as proud of you as is the Jail Commission." Jack

Crump, Executive Director of the State Jail Commission. (See Jail
Commission Letter from Jack Crump).

f ]
u‘t'Over 300,000 prisoners have been booked into the
Tarrant County Jail since Sheriff Williams first took office.
Sheriff Williams issued the orders abolishing good
time for prisoners in the Tarrant County Jail.

. 1993 - 2000 Fiscal Responsibility / Stewardship

For seven years, under the INNOVATIVE LEADERSHIP of Sheriff David Williams, the
Tarrant Sheriff's Office has consistently met the criminal justice service demands of the 1.3
million citizens of Tarrant County on a budget, that is consistently less than half of the
national average for sheriff's departments serving a population of more than one million
citizens.

http://www.sheriffwilliams.org/Peformance%20Report.htm 2/12/00




®
flﬂ' The U.S. Department of Justice Statistics for 1993
reports that the average budget for sheriff's departments
serving more than one million citizens is $132 million per
year. Sheriff David Williams' FY-2000 budget request
was less than $66 million.

« 1995 - 2000 Innovative Leadership

Sheriff Williams and his staff totally re-engineered the Sheriff's Criminal Warrant Division.
He realigned the Warrant Division and created new Sheriff's Fugitive Squads. The Results
are a staggering 400% yearly increase in the number of Fugitives Tracked, Captured
and Jailed by Sheriff Williams Deputies. After creating the Criminal Fugitive Warrant Profile
Program and utilizing Curbside Booking, a high ranking Texas DPS commander remarked
that the Tarrant County Sheriff has the BEST FUGITIVE UNIT IN THE STA TE!

4
H‘t‘ Over 100,000 Fugitives have been tracked,
captured and arrested by Sheriff David Williams'
Deputies since he took office.

e 1993 - 2000 Record Revenues

Sheriff David Williams' aggressive management policies generated a record $65
MILLION in additional revenues for Tarrant County Taxpayers by holding Texas State
prison inmates during the state's prison overcrowding emergency.

#
f“l’ Sheriff Williams expanded inmate labor details
and jail industry. The inmate operated jail laundry plant
that Sheriff Williams opened in 1995, has saved the
taxpayers over $1 million.

« 1994 - 2000 Law Enforcement Leadership - Part 1

Sheriff David Williams created the state’s FIRST Violent Repeat Offender Project
Enforcement (VROPE) squad. The VROPE squad hunts the predator class of violent
career criminals who are wanted for capital murder, serial crimes, rape, child molesters,
armed robbery and other violent criminal acts.

Sheriff David Williams was also the FIRST to bring Victim Information Notification Everyday

http://www.sheriffwilliams.org/Peformance%20Report.htm 2/12/00



(VINES) to Texas. VINES automatically forewarns registered victims of domestic violence
and stalking of the release of their attackers, as well as providing the victim with 24 hour

access of the attacker’s status while in Custody. This victim-oriented service is provided at
no cost to the victim.

)
H"’ Sheriff Williams VROPE squad has arrested over
700 of Tarrant County and Texas most dangerous and
elusive predator criminals, including some featured on
TV's, "AMERICAS MOST WANTED I "

« October 1999 Law Enforcement Leadership - Part 2

Newly created SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS UNIT for MISSING and EXPLOITED
CHILDREN created by Sheriff Williams. Within the last three years, the citizens of this

county have experienced the violent kidnappings of 3 young children. The mission of the
Sheriff's new unit is to:

1. Identify and target child molesters and sexual predators;

2. Pro-actively prevent crimes against children before they occur:

3. Investigate allegations involving exploited, abused and missing children;

4. Random surveillance, unannounced spot checks of registered sex offenders;

¢ ]
fl“' As of September 15th, 1999 there were 1472
registered sex offenders living in Tarrant County.
According to FBI experts, these offenders are likely to be
repeat offenders.

« 1993 - 2000 Compassionate Leadership... FAITH IN
ACTION

p://www.sheriffwilliams.org/Peformance%20Report.htm 2/12/00




Sheriff David Williams believes in offering Restorative Justice for criminal offenders. In July
1999 Sheriff Williams approved the management of county jail chaplain services by a

‘ professional non-profit organization. This policy is authorized by the Texas Government
Code and is no cost to the taxpayers.

The evidence is clear:

S curb crime and recidivism!" - reference Governor George W.

Bush's; Executive Order GWB96-5 and the Governor's Advisory Task Force on Faith
Based Communit Service Groups - Executive Summa "Faith in Action.. A New Vision
For Church-State Cooperation In Texas"; December 1 996.

FAITH IN ACTION ... in the Tarrant County Jail System.

GOD POD

Sheriff David Williams authorized and has consistently
defended the Chaplains Education Program, "GOD POD"
in the county jail system, which has become a MODEL
PROGRAM, now implemented in the Texas Prison
System and other jails around the nation.

The GOD POD is now in its seventh year of operation at
the Tarrant County Jail and has expanded, offering a
‘ GOD POD for the women's jail facility.

TITUS 2

A surprising number of the prisoners we are required to
book-in to the jail are at various stages of pregnancy. In
May 1998, Sheriff David Williams authorized a new and
unique program that provides childbirth education and
labor support to Pregnant inmates at no cost to the
taxpayer. Some of these women will go in to labor while
housed in our jail. Today this highly successful,
compassionate program is starting to be replicated at
other detention facilities in Texas. This Faith Based
Community Service Program is called Titus 2.

All of the information contained in this performance report is part of official government
record. | ask that you carefully review what we have presented in this report and remember
that | have fulfilled my campaign promises to the voters. My record of proven

. performance and innovative leadership will continue well into the new millennium,
http://www.sheriffwilliams. org/Peformance%20Report. htm 2/12/00




should you the voter decide to grant me that privilege. In the seven years as your sheriff, |
have been willing to stand up for what is right. | ask that you stand with me, as | continue to
serve you the voter and do what is best for Tarrant County. | need your support and ask for
your vote in the March 14, Republican Primary Election.

Thank you for your continued support,

Sheriff David Williams

http://www.sheriffwilliams.org/Peformance%20Report.htm 2/12/00
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in campalgn fund raising
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TUESDAY FEBRUARY 15 2000

By JACK Doucus Jn.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Money has

e

w

¢andidate Dee Anderson’s cam-
paign war chest, but the cash flow
;or incumbent Sheriff David

liams has been little more than

2 trickle since the first of the year,

pew reports show.
. Finance disclosure reports due

y showed that Anderson,
Repubhcan, had raised $10,560

in just over a month, more than
Seven times the $1,420 collected

Sy Wilhams

Wilhams a Repubhcan seeking
his third term, spent $1,184 on his
campaign during that time, and
Anderson, a police spokesman in
Arlington, spent $3,269, according
to the reports filed with the Tarrant
County elections administration
office. The reporting period covers
Jan. 1 through yesterday.
 Haltom City police Detective
Shane Harrison reported no con-
tributions since the beginning of
the year, and he has spent only $5
in his quest to become the next
Tarrant County sheriff.

~ Harrison is running against

Fort Worth policeman Luther Per-
ry Jr. in the Democratic Party’s
March 14 primary. Perry reported
collecting $4,200 and spending
$402 since the first of the year.
Williams and Anderson are
among seven candidates running

in the GOP primary, also March

14.

‘David Dunaway, a former
Te.xas Ranger who also worked as
a commander at the Sheriff’s
Department, reported raising
$5,540 and spending $10,575
since the first of the year.

Jim Hunter, a private investiga-

tor and former federal police
agent, raised $7,550 and spent
$7,718 during the reporting peri-
od, according to the reports. ;

Brad Patterson, a Fort Worth
policeman and past president of
the Fort Worth Police Officers
Association, reported raising
$2,275 and spending $10,485
between Jan. 15 and Feb. 14.

Jerry McGlasson, former
police chief of North Richland
Hills, raised $175 and spent $584
between Jan. 18 and Feb. 3, the
reports showed.

A campaign finance report was

not immediately available for
Republican candidate John Lewis,
1a self-employed window washer
‘and former clerk at the Tarrant
County Jail. '

In the race for county tax
assessor-collector, Republican
candidate Betsy Price, a local
businesswoman, reported raising
$17,730 and spending $10,351
since Jan 1.

Tom Davis, a former chairman
of the Tarrant County Republican
Party, trailed Price in fund raising.
He reported collecting $7,910 and

spending $2,272. .

Davis has also recelved a
$10,000 pledge from a local GOP
heavy-hitter, U.S. Rep. Joe Barton
of Ennis, the reports show. :

Republican candidate Ernest
Richardson, who has been
endorsed by outgoing tax asses-
sor-collector June Garrison,
reported collecting $2,825 an@
spending $776. 3

A campaign finance report w:
not immediately available for |
Hodges, another GOP candxda@
for tax collector. : 3

Jack Douglas Jr. (817) 390-7700
~ jld]Nstar-telegram.com :
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- mLETTERS, FAXES AND E-MAILS TO THE EDITOR

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2000
-
Good work
Kudos to Tarrant County Sheriff David
Williams, Chief Hank Pope, Capt. Ray
Bell and Deputies Michael Guthrie, Rick
Frazier and Clifton Shelton for their out-
standing service to the community of
Lake Country.
We enjoyed:
B The storefront at the Lake Country
Property Owners Association (LCPOA)
and Eagle Mountain Voluntary Fire

Department (EMVFD) offices.
: B A community crime prevention pro-

i) ' ®

B A contract sheriff’s officer and car.
(This involves a contract between the
LCPOA and the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Depmmt,wepayexmformedepmy
and auto.) . i
- W Rapid response to emergencies. (W¢
personally had a minor burglary 9Il
response of approximately 4 minutes.)

W Low crime statistics.

Itlssadthalegopohucsandalackof
common sense has affected the improve-
‘ments needed for Tarrant County; results,
ethics and integrity are what count! The
~ county is growing very fast; new taxes are
being generated from the new construc-
tion and should lead to more deputies and
vehicles patrolling the outreach areas.
~ We thank you and look forward to con-
tinued involvement with the sheriff and
FoxtWoﬁhpohceandotherdepmmns :

Norma and Dorsey Talley
Lake Country, Fort Worth.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2000

LAST TRIP FROM FORT WORTH

Star-Telegram/JEFFERY WASHINGTON
Michael Hardaway of Arlington helps prepare a helicopter yesterday for shipment by truck
from the Tarrant County Sheriff's Department to the city of El Paso. The county eventually sold
its last two copters to the El Paso Police Department after an accident involving a third heli-
copter killed two deputies in 1997. > STORY, METRO, 1B




HURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2000

e

Tarrant choppers
bound for El Paso

Sheriff David Williams
couldn’t persuade the
county to let his
department keep them.

By CHRIS VAUGHN

Star-Telegram Staff Writer
- FORT WORTH — The Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department’s
controversial helicopters took off
yesterday, bound for duty in the

skies over El Paso.

- But the Vietnam-era military
helicopters’ last ride in Tarrant
County was on trailers headed

down Interstate 20.

Two officers from the El Paso
Police Department took possession
of .the OH-58 and smaller OH-6,

‘concluding Tarrant County Sheriff

David Williams’ attempt to per-
suade county leaders to let his
department keep them because they
were necessary crime-fighting
tools.

“We’re glad they’re going to
stay in the law enforcement com-

munity,” said Herb Chambers, a

Sheriff’s Department spokesman.

“They’ll be of benefit to El Paso.”
The helicopter program lost sup-
(More on CHOPPERS on Page 5B)

CHOPPERS

From Page 1B

port in Commissioners Court
after a September 1997 crash that
killed Lt. George Maurice Hen-
drix and Deputy Thomas Jay
Smith. The commissioners
grounded the aircraft in 1998, cit-
ing safety concerns.

This month, El Paso received
clearance to add the helicopters to
its fleet of three that patrol the
city. The OH-58 will be flown as
soon as the decals are changed
and the OH-6 will be used for

“The 58 is a bigger, more pow-
erful helicopter than we have
now,” said Sgt. Al Velarde, a
spokesman for El Paso police. “It
can stay up in the air significantly
longer.”

Like Tarrant County, El Paso
County is largely urban, with
about 600,000 people in the city
of El Paso.

El Paso did not purchase the
helicopters because federal regu-
lations prohibit it. But it paid Tar-
rant County $45,000 as reim-
bursement for improvements
made to the OH-58.

“No money was made by
either agency since they’re gov-
ernment property,” Chambers
said.

The Sheriff’s Department is
vacating its hangar at Meacham
Airport and has transferred
employees in the program to oth-
er jobs in the department, Cham-
bers said. :

Chris Vaughn, (817) 390-7547
cvaughn@star-telegram.com .




‘Tarrant sheriff bows out

of candidate forum

i Thursday, February 17, 2000

His challengers meet for the
Arlington cable TV taping.

BY JACK DouGLAS JR.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

ARLINGTON — Saying he was sick and
had a previous commitment, Tarrant County
Sheriff David Williams declined to participate
yesterday in a political forum that will be
repeatedly aired next week on cable television.
Several Republican Party
leaders said they were surprised

time when candidates are scram-
‘bling for any TV air time they
cl:zngetkafimgupmtheMmh Williams
~ Williams is locked in a tight race with six
fellow Republican candidates in his bid for a

third term in office. y £ i

Three of those opponents, Dave Dunaway,
Dee Anderson and John Lewis, answered
questions during the 30-minute taping in an
AT&T Cable studio in Arlington.

The forum is scheduled to air four times
Wednesday and once next Thursday on
Arlington 13, a community affairs cable
channel.

Williams left word early yesterday that he
would not attend the forum because he had
laryngitis and also planned to participate in a
training session in which a child abduction
case would be staged in Burleson, said Judy
Van Hoof, producer of the forum. :

“He felt both [the forum and the training
session] would be too much of a strain ...
time-wise, and on his voice,” Van Hoof
said.

Wayne Anderson, a Williams supporter and

—_—

a GOP precinct chairman, said the sheriff
believed he needed to attend the staged abduc-
tion, even if it meant losing a chance at getting
free TV air time for his re-election campaign.
“I think Sheriff Williams decided he had
priorities,” and thought that staging a kidnap-
ping could help train smaller police depart-
ments in the county on how to deal with such
an emergency, Anderson saxd & e -
But Steve Weinberg, acting chairman of the
Tarrant County Republican Party, wlnc‘l‘l spon-
sored the taped forum, said he was “sorry
Williams did not participate. :
Three other sheriff’s candidates, Jerry
McGlasson, Jim Hunter and Brad Patterson,
attended a separate, 30-minute forum taping
yesterday, which is scheduled to run on the
Arlington 13 channel on March 1. :

Jack Douglas Jr., (817) 390-7700
Jjld@star-telegram.com




FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2000

B

Jail fund
pays for

office for

chaplain

Commissary receipts are
used to rent a $770-a-month
downtown apartment.

BY JACK DOUGLAS JR.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — The Sheriff’s
Department is providing money from the
Tarrant County Jail’s $358,000 commis-
sary fund to rent an apartment for jail
Chaplain Hugh Atwell to use as an office,
officials acknowl-
edged yesterday.

jail commissary funds
must pay for certain
needs of county pris-
oners, including such

 things as Bibles and

twell, executive

' dlé\wr of the non-
Atwel profit Faith Restora-

- tive Justice Chaplamcy, said he uses the
* one-bedroom unit at Firestone Upper West

Side, a sprawling apartment complex on the
southwest edge of downtovm Fort Worth,

rents for $770 a mﬁn h an ,n"several ~

. blocksfmﬂlﬁxejﬂ 2y
ff ,,;:ls evicted Atwell last
' sgace he used for an

-Under state law,

the commissary funds should be
used to rent an apartment. s
“The money from the commis-
sary fund is supposed to be for the
direct benefit of the prisoners,”
Commissioner Marti  Van-
Ravenswaay said. “I would ques-
tion the benefit coming from the
apartment, and how that is a direct
benefit for the prisoners.”
~ Sheriff David Williams, who by
law has “exclusive control” of the
commissary fund, decided in March
to use the fund — which totaled
$358,250 then — to pay for a con-
tract with Aﬁvell’s Fanh Restorative
operation. 45 |
The cc’)ntractfrequires the Sher-

iff’s Department to pay Faith

Restorative $82,000 in quarterly
installments to provide spiritual
guidance and counseling to the
county jail’s inmates."

Before that agreement, the com-
missary fund, which is derived from
prisoners’ purchases in the jail, was
managed by county government
officials, said Debbie Schneider, the
county budget director. The money
was used to pay for such items as
recreational equipment, Bibles and
other religious materials for prison-
ers, she said.

Williams did not respond to tele-
phone calls to his office, to his
house or to his spokesman, Capt.
Herb Chambers.

Chambers said early yesterday
that he would ask for the records
showing how the commissary mon-
ey has been used by the Sheriff’s
Department. But he did not call
back and did not respond to a tele-
phone call made to his office later

in the day. -

Atwell saidhe rented the apart-
ment in his name in October, using
money that primarily comes from
the commissary , after county
commissioners ordered him to
mhnvehlsoﬁmﬁmnthe]ml.

“It really is an unnecessary
expense,” Atwell said of the rent,
“put I'm trying to comply with what
the county commissioners want me
todo” He said there was “adequate
space’ * for him to return his office to
the sheriff’s headquarters, if local
officials would allow him to do so.
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Democrats vying for sheriff’s
post have a friendly debate

By CrYSTAL YEDNAK
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — They joked,

they agreed, they even compli-
mented each other.

The two Democrats who want
to become Tarrant County’s sher-
iff used an upbeat county party
forum last night to set themselves
apart from their Republican coun-
terparts.

“We’re going to let the Repub-
licans do a fantastic job of beating
each other up,” candidate Luther
Perry Jr. told the group of 50 at a
Texas Christian University hall.

Perry will face Shane Harrison
in the March 14 primary. One of
them will be on the Nov. 7 ballot
against one of seven Republican
candidates also vymg for the sher-
iff’s office.

Despite jovial exchanges, the
candidates highlighted the differ-
ences between them.

Perry pointed to his endorse-
ments from many city leaders,
including Police Chief Thomas
Windham, who died in January.
Windham, who was a Republican,
crossed party lines to support Per-
ry, his longtime assistant.

Harrison said he is a “blue-col-
lar guy,” willing to go down to
the jail as sheriff and help with
prisoner intake to cut down on
any backup. :

Both Democrats have experi-
ence in law enforcement — Har-
rison with eight years at the Hal-
tom City Police Department and
' Perry with 25 at the Fort Worth
Police Department.

They said the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment needs leadership, someone

to boost morale, increase produc-
tivity and repair relations with the

county commissioners.

¢
i‘lﬂﬂﬁw‘ﬂﬂa

Perry Harrison

tion, adding, “We have all the tal-
ent and the skills to restore ﬂxat
office.”

Harrison also had kind words
for Perry. “This race is about who
can you trust, and I think Luther -
and I can be trusted,” Harrison
said. -

Also in the debate were fwo
candidates who hope to wrestle a
seat away from Republican Rep.
Kay Granger of Fort Worth. ~

Mark Greene and Prentiss
Bryant Davis said they will
depend on grassroots-style cam-
paigning to compete against the
high-dollar campaign they expect
Granger to wage. They agreed
that Social Security should be
protected, opposed school vouch-
ers and differed on ways to rediwe
teen violence.

The debate between candxdites

for Pct. 5 constable — Jim
Palmer and Sergio DeLeon —
was not as friendly.
* DeLeon, who has been
endorsed by the Tarrant County
Central Labor Council, is chal-
lenging Palmer, a 20-year-mcnm-.
bent. DeLeon said he is a progres-
sive with new ideas about fighting
school truancy. Palmer said
DeLeon’s ideas will not reahsti-
cally fit into a constable’s budg

Athlrdcandldate ChnsLucm
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EARNING THE PEOPLE’S TRUST DAILY

m EDITORIALS

Sherift’s

A high voter turnout is
~ mandatory in the Tarrant
County race.

The Faith Restorative Chaplaincy
Program, funded mostly by money under
the sole control of Tarrant County Sheriff
David Williams, is renting a $770-a-
month apartment as office space.

Williams, in a seven-man race to be
the Republican Party’s candidate for
sheriff in the November election, was
unavailable to answer questions this
week as to how this qualifies as a direct
benefit to jail inmates, which is what
commissary money is supposed to do.

Williams has been scarce on the cam- -
paign trail. He declined to participate in a
taped forum this week for local cable TV,
citing laryngitis and an appointment in
Burleson to assist in a child abduction
training exercise.

Let’s pretend for a minute that
Williams actually has some expertise to
share with other law enforcement offi-
cials on child abduction cases. It’s inter-
esting that an elected official in Tarrant
County will respond to requests from
Johnson County but can’t find the time
to be accountable to the people who pay

Election

his salary — the taxpayers of Tarrant

County.

Yet it would be a dangerous miscalcu-
lation for voters who want a change in
the Sheriff’s Department to think that
Williams isn’t serious about wanting to
be re-elected. If people think he’s not
active because he’s not visible, they need
to think again.

Williams may avoid public forums-
and taped debates, but he is hitting his
core constituency of some area churches
hard with mailings and using pictures on
his Web site to make voters believe he’s-
got the support of high-profile Texas
officials. ;

Only one thing will guarantee that
Williams is ousted from the office that he
has turned into the laughingstock of the

- law enforcement community. Voters who

are tired of reading and hearing about
poor judgment and dismal responsive-
ness must go to the polls in record num-
bers for the March 14 primary.

Honor, respect and accountability can
be restored to the Tarrant County

Sheriff’s Department. There are quali-

fied, capable lawmen running in this

race. David Williams isn’t one of them.
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It was a solution born of politics and
mathematics.

In the Matlock Road cable TV studios
in Arlington on Wednesday, the idea was
to accommodate

all seven candidate

running for th
Republican
nomination for
~Tarrant  County
 sheriff. ;
I sat in  the

moderator’s chair.
But we could only

& 1 hook up four
. candidates at a time. |
MAHK ] So we did two
DAVIS half-hour debates, the
first  with  four
u candidate “chairs and

the second with three.

. Those four candidate chairs for the
first debate (which can be seen on cable
Channel 13 in Arlington at various times.

this coming Wednesday) did not mean
that there were four candidates.
Incumbent Sheriff David Williams did
not attend. Bl
~ Debate organizers were told that the
sheriff was involved in a mock child
abduction exercise in Burleson and that
he was also battling laryngitis. e
‘Had he shown up, he might have faced

a far tougher battle from a pack of
candidates who all have their own ideas, ?\
. \

but one main explanation for why they’re
running: They say that Williams must go.
The first shift of candidates included
longtime Arlington police spokesman
Dee Anderson, former Texas Ranger
Dave Dunaway and John Lewis. ;
Anderson wasted no time going for
Williams® political jugular, asserting that

 the jail is horrifically mismanaged, rank-

and-file morale is abysmal and the once-
proud department is saddled with image
problems. - ’ !

He also said before and during the
debate that he and the other candidates
have grown used to empty chairs in
Williams’ place at various events. He said
that the sheriff is equally invisible to
employees, whom he said have little if
any chance to bring up grievances.

No mention was made of Williams’

1970s AWOL status from the military, but

virtually every candidate labeled him as

AWOL at the jail, which they described
as crying out for competent management.

Dunaway, however, spent more time
talking about his positives than anyone

. else’s negatives.

In the second shift of candidates (who
can be seen multiple times on the same
channel on March 1), three competent

 aspirants politely offered strategies for

improving morale, beefing up jail
operations and ushering in a new era of
noncontroversial peace for the Tarrant

i

rformance measured by
many would-be successors

{

County Sheriff’s Department.

Jim Hunter said he would see to it that
a professional jail manager would have
the job of making sure that inmates are
processed in and bonded out efficiently.

Jerry McGlasson said he would
oversee the budget with skills that he
learned through the years as North
Richland Hills police chief.

And when I asked Brad Patterson what
his policy would be for dealing with the
county Commissioners Court, he began
his reply: “Well, to start with, I wouldn’t
sue them .,.” >

For a room that never contained him,
Williams was everywhere. The air was
thick with direct and oblique references
to the battles he’s waged over money,
authority, vehicles and the jail.

Not one of these battles has served the
sheriff well. If he were perceived to be on
the winning side, or even the defensible
side of many of those squabbles, we
probably could have shot the debate in
one session with maybe two or three
opponents.

As it is, campaign events are crowded
with all of these guy$ seeking to be
Williams’ successor.

Early voting begins a week from
tomorrow. With the presidential
sweepstakes likely to be settled by Texas
primary day March 14, this may be the

. most suspenseful race of the day.

| SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2000

Will Williams be able to harness some
vestige of the powers of incumbency that
have rescued officials in worse straits
than his? Or is he just flat-out,sunk,
surrounded by hopefuls who could
probably win instant favor with the
public, the department and the editorial
writers?

We’ll know soon.

Meanwhile, the sheriff needs to come
out of the clamshell and define himself.
He needs to show up for debates and
stand up to the criticism. Otherwise, he’s
history.

As for the other candidates, they seem
to be a worthy group who deserve your
consideration if you are looking for a new
sheriff. There will be some opportunities
to see them in person before you vote,
and you should take advantage.

If you don’t get to do a lot of
homework on this race between now and
March 14, the story will not end there.
The Democrats would remind you of
their candidates, Luther Perry Jr. and
Shane Harrison. And on the Republican
side, a runoff seems a sure bet.

The big question is: Will the
incumbent be one of those to take part?

Mark Davis is a radio talk-show host on WBAP
News/Talk 820 AM. His e-mail address is
mdavis @wbap.com. Write him at 3201 Airport
Freeway, Suite 108, Bedford, TX 76021,
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
ANDERSON ACROSTIC
WVho is Dee Anderson?

Devoted father ang husband who happens to be
an excellent communicator and
Easy—going kind of man!

An Arlington Spokesperson with a
No-Nonsense attitude who ig

Dedicated to the community and

Everyone'’s goal and dreans!

Respected candidate with terrific

Sheriff gqualities!

One of the finest men we know! So vote for the
Next Sheriff of Tarrant County!

Dee Anderson, Republican candidate for sheriff,

Joseph and Micki Red Eagle
Mansfield



There’s the personal
and the professional

Dallas County Sheriff Jim Bowles thinks Tarrant
County Sheriff David Williams is a great guy. :
“I believe Mr. Williams is a fine man; I like him,”
Bowles said. ,
But ask the veteran Republican sheriff to the east ,
; whether he believes
the that Williams, also
T O MY 2 Republican, is a
I \ D I l) i I\ good cop, and he
report responds: “I’m not
: going to get into
those things.” P : ;
Bowles took the unusual step of inserting his
views into the race for Tarrant County sheriff,
endorsing Arlington police spokesman Dee
Anderson, one of Williams’ opponents in the March
14 GOP primary. g
“I just believe Mr. Anderson would make a better
sheriff. Period,” Bowles said.

Two sheriff’s helicopters were driven off to El
Paso on trucks last week after being sold. The
choppers, once the pride of Sheriff David Williams,
were grounded after a fatal crash. The sheriff couldn’t
be found for hours after that crash, and he also was
missing when the paperwork was signed to sell the :
choppers. In a spot marked for Williams’ signature is
ambberstampofhisname,signedundqneaﬂx“l}y:
Deputy Chief of Staff Larry D. Hester.”

Assistant District Attorney Marvin Collins said
the rubber stamp signature is valid.

“T've got a rubber stamp, too, but I don’t use it on
anything binding,” said Collins. However, under
Texas law, even when rubber stamps are used, the
oﬂicialissupposedtobethm,Collinssaid.“Ithas :
to be used in their presence — under their direction
and control,” he said. '

i . 4 3
Several GOP insiders said they got telephone calls.
from someone “giving a Christian-slanted message -
from a professional phone bank” soliciting money for
Sheriff David Williams’ re-election campaign. .
Some who got the calls wondered where Williams
was getting the money for a phone bank since his -
campaign fund is so small. ; .

"
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Options in
car dispute
with shenff

weighed

County may confisc
take-home vehlcles

opping violations of a
'ﬂkehome-carpohcy:hcyscnastmﬁe
dlstnct attor- __
ne.y’x oi’fice »Ctmmonasvete b’“”
said y . settle lawsuit mmq

Marvin mamncustody 1.
Colhns chlef

enforce its pohcxes

A county auditor’s repert m:«m

: ,semshenﬁ"sempleymwmkmm
charged $29 per paycheck forﬂ:e ,

useafacoumyvemcle, althou

ers, during budget talks, directed
them to use pool cars that are
supposed to remain on county
premises, county Budget Direc-
tor Debbie Schneider said.

“Williams did not return a call
seeking comment.

The commissioners can seize
the vehicles when officers bring
them in for gas at county pumps
or remove vehicles from the
sheriff’s fleet during budget
talks, Collins said.

Collins also noted that in

- November the county submitted

questions to the Texas attorney
general’s office related to sher-
iff’s vehicles. Williams sought
an attorney general’s opinion
after the county commissioners
cut 15 cars from his fleet and
transferred several take-home
cars to a general-use pool.

Williams had questioned
whether the commissioners were
authorized to classify cars and
whether the sheriff is required to
comply. Collins said an answer
from the state is pending.

The commissioners took no
action yesterday and appeared
reluctant to sue.

“I’m not going to file suit and
spend taxpayer dollars to sue a
sheriff that won’t follow the
law,” Commissioner Glen Whit-
ley said. «

‘Chambers, whose unautho-
rized county vehicle was
destroyed last year in a wreck
while he was driving a home,

tion, and “I would like to go
pick the vehicles up.”

“We actually realize through
payroll deductions that these
people are paying for take-home
cars ... $58 a month, to dnve

their cars back and forth fo
work, and we’re sitting here
with a pohcy that says you c;an-
not do that.” e

Karen Rouse (817) mﬁszn 5
karenrouse @star-telegram.com .

“

said that as the public informa- -

tion officer, he needs a car.
“I’m on call 24-7,” he said. “I
get calls all hours of the day and
night to go to murders . offi-
cers using firearms .. accndent

scenes,'us'uall'y the traumatic :

incidents.”

He said that he alternates
between his personal vehicle
and a county car and that it is
“more appropriate that I respond
in a vehicle that has a radio and
flares.”

He said he does not know
what other sheriff’s employees
may be taking home cars.

Johnson said he would like to
identify those who are in viola-



Commissioners vote to settle suit over man’s death

By KAREN ROUSE
» Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — Tarrant County com-
missioners voted yesterday to settle a lawsuit
filed by the mother of a man who died last
year while in the Tarrant County Sheriff
Department’s custody. |
Maxine Jackson would receive $100,000
under the settlement, with Tarrant County and
the Parrant County Hospital District each pay-
ing her $50,000.

The settlement is pending approval tomor-

row from the board of the hospital district,
which runs John Peter Smith Hospital.

Jackson couldn’t be reached to comment,
but her attorney said the settlement was a
compromise. : ;

“You settle these cases based on the risk
involved,” attorney Richard Haskell said.
- “You don’t know what they’ll do with the

facts in the case. This brings about a compro-

mise.”

Jackson’s son, James Arthur Livingston,
died July 7 at John Peter Smith Hospital. A
day earlier, he had been arrested on an Arling-
ton warrant alleging criminal trespassing and
was booked into the Tarrant County Jail.

Sheriff’s deputies said that Livingston, who
was schizophrenic, became combative and
was strapped into a chair that limited his arm
and leg movement. Early the next morning, he
was found slumped in the chair and taken to
JPS, where he was pronounced dead.

Livingston had been strapped to the
restraint chair for more than four hours and
was sprayed with pepper spray before his
death, according to department records.

Jackson sued the county in November, say-
ing jailers violated her son’s civil rights by
using excessive force and imposing cruel and

unusual punishment. The suit also says the
county has a duty to implement procedures
that prevent excessive force and to supervise
employees so that they do not exceed the lim-
its of their authority.

Haskell had said sheriff’s employees erred
by not decontaminating Livingston after
spraying him with pepper spray, keeping him
in the chair after spraying him, not notifying

the night watch commander of the situation

and not videotaping the incident as required.”
The Tarrant County Medical 'Examincr-%
Office ruled in August that Livingston’s was a
natural death-caused by bronchopneumonia.
County commissioners voted last month to
settle a lawsuit filed by the family of a woman
who killed herself in the jail. The family of
Jennifer Merriman received $50,000.

Karen Rouse, (817) 390-7620
karenrouse @ star-telegram.com
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Texas Supreme
‘God Pod’ case

:-:-*.

| Inmates pray in
1998 in the Tar-
rant County Jail’'s

~ Christian Educa-
tion Unit, also
known as the

- “God Pod.” ;

Former Tarrant jail inmates call

ur BY JOHN MORITZ
Star-Telegram Austin Bureau
AUSTIN — Lawyers represent-
ing two former Tarrant County Jail
inmates argued before the Texas
Supreme Court yesterday with the
district attorney’s office over
whether a Christian studies pro-
gram at the lockup undermines the
separation of church and state.

The case before the state’s high-

est civil court was filed Vaftrerr : the

inmates asserted that their rights
were violated by the Christian
Education Unit established by
Sheriff David Williams in 1992.

The county’s lawyers reiterated
their argument yesterday that the
program is voluntary for inmates
and does not cost taxpayers any
money more than operating an
ordinary jail wing. They also said
there is evidence to suggest that
those inmates who participate in

.. Christian program illegal

the program emerge from jail as

“better citizens.”

But lawyers for former inmates
Ruth Maree Lara, who is Jewish,
and Michael Huff, a member of
Jehovah’s Witnesses, said a jail-
run program that emphasizes a par-
ticular religious doctrine is offen-
sive and illegal. ,

Justice Deborah Hankinson not-

- ed that court documents show that

Williams and at least one sher
iff’s employee were involved i
planning the curriculum at the
unit, which has been nicknamec
“the God Pod.”

Lawyer Kristi LaRoe of the
Tarrant County district attor
ney’s office said Williams wa
acting within his rights because
he was making sure the curricu-
lum did not compromise securi-
ty or jail operations. ;

“Any religious philosophy
that is an anathema to correc-
tional facilities operations

would not be allowed,” LaRoe
said.

to issue a decision
weeks.

Court hears ¢

Hankinson then asked if such

acnqns amount to government
officials establishin
~ Some citizens.

g religion for

LaRoe said it does not,'

because the program is volun-

The justices are not expected

for several

Attorney Richard Rojan, who
represented the former inmates,

~ said the lawsuit does not con-

tend that a county jail is forbid-
den to offer so-called faith-
based services to its inmates, as
long as such programs welcome
all points of view.

“This one does not pass
muster,” Rojan said, because
participants must accept Christ-
ian tenets.

After the hearing, Williams
said the jail offers religious pro-;

- grams to accommodate non-

Christian faiths, though nothing
as formal as the Christian Edu-
cation Unit. He also defended
his role in overseeing the unit’s
curriculum, although he said it
takes only a fraction of his time.

“Qur position is to make
every reasonable attempt to.
make sure that the materials:
brought in are not anti-authority.
or anti-Semitic, or anything that.
would promote violence or dis-.
order in a jail environment,”
Williams said. :

John Maritz, (512) 476-4294 &

Jjmoritz@star-telegram.com




COMMENTARY

ee said Tuesday I don’t think
Lamb needs anyone’s money:
He and his wife, Joni, already
own a $400000homem001
leyville.
1 didn’t see the show, but the
employee said Icouldbuya
videotape in about six weeks.

- Six weeks is about all |
Williams has left to abuse our
trust as sheriff. In the latest

- . weekly outrage from the county
~ Jjail, high-priced chaplain Hugh
Atwell has set up shop in a
$770-a-month apartment paid
for by prisoners’ money meant
to buy necessities for the jail.

Also, Williams’ World Wide
Web campaign page, which was
already misusing a photo of
Gov. George W. Bush, is now
violating federal copyright law.

Under “News and Press
Releases,” the campaign page
— www.sheriffwilliams.org —

‘has lifted two complete news
stories from a suburban newspa-
per, the Burleson Star, and

- republished them as if they were
a Williams campaign ad.

The Jan. 26 and Feb. 9 Star
reports profiled the sheriff’s so-
called Missing and Exploited
Children’s Unit, created early in
Williams’ re-election campaign.
Instead of speaking at a public
forum earlier this month,
Williams said he needed to

attend a “mock abduction” exer-

_cise in Burleson. -

v

:ﬂ!URSDAY FEBRBAR¥ 24, 2000 -

arrant County’s secretive sheriff finally
emerged from hiding this week.
- Not at the courthouse, or at a public forum,
or anyplace where he could explain why seven
employees are still commuting from home on our

dime in county cars.

No, he showed up on a Colleyville preacher’s
national TV network. Williams, once a security guard

Sheriff David
. Williams -
appeared this
weekona TV
preacher’s show.

for Fort Worth TV preacher Kenneth Copeland, cam-
paigned Monday as Marcus Lamb’s guest on the daily

- show Celebration! on his Daystar Television Net-

work, seen here as KMPX/Channel 29.
Between pledges and calls to the “prayer line,”.
Williams spoke about 20 minutes, a Daystar employ-

(More on KENNEDY .on Page 4B)

It’s legal to direct or “link”

Web readers to a published news

page It’s never legal to copy the .

entire page without permission. * general election, he said. The :.

It’s definitely against federal
law to copy the entire page —
newspaper logo and all — and
then add your campaign emblem
at the top to make it look like a
newspaper endorsement.

Here we go again:

- Bush is not endorsmg
. Williams.

- Neither is the Burleson Star

- James Moody is the publisher
of The Star Group, which owns
newspapers in Burleson, Crow-
ley, Benbrook, Keene, Alvarado
and Joshua. Like this newspa- -
per, the Star usually allows
charities to reprint an article,
Moody said in a written
response. But not a political
campaign.

He said Williams’ Web page*
is “like our lifting Star-
Telegram stories from your Weg
site and publishing them. ... *
We’re particularly cautmus o
about authorizing the use of any-
of our logos and again, no per-- -
mission has been given to Sher-
iff Williams.”

>

s
.

-

;ﬁﬁak%;@z’

The Star newspapers do not
intend to endorse Williams or ‘“"

- anyone else in the primary, and'-
< may not endorse anyene in the ""‘

- Star will ask Williams to take 2

- down the Star pages and request™
- permission for copying any

s ¢
"

news reports, he said. «;-

He didn’t say how they plan”
to reach Williams.

Maybe on the prayer line.

-
o 3
-

=4




m LETTERS, FAXES AND E-MAILS TO THE EDITOR

Exercise merited coverage
. On Feb. 16-17, the Tarant County
sheriff’s office conducted a child abduc-
tion training exercise in partnership with |
the Burleson Police Department. Fifty-
five officers from 20 Tarrant and Johnson'
county police agencies participated inthe |
g 5

The event was heavily covered by the
Burleszn Star and by television and radio’'
news, but it was completely ignored by
the Star-Telegrant. S X’

One would think that in a county where.
three young children have been violently
abducted in the past four years, a child
abduction training exercise would be

‘news. It seems obvious to me, however,
that ‘the Star-Telegram is biased toward
the sheriff’s office and is not interested in
printing anything positive about our
department. Apparently only stories that -
ridicule the sheriff are news in Tarrant
County. Wioen

Despite the constant attacks that people
read in the Star-Telegram, Sheriff David
Williams is a good man and a good sher=. |
iff. He has implemented many innovative

ngramsinthisdepamnent,suchasthe &

Missing & Exploited Children’s Unit,

What you choose to print is your affair,

but the people of Tarrant County deserve
to read and unbiased news. ]
doubt that they will ever have that oppor-
tunity with the Star-Telegram,
Lt. Dave Barrington
Missing & Exploited Children Uni.
Fort Worth.

Sheriff’s qualifications

I, like most concemed citizens, am
grateful to see so many outstanding candi-
dates running for sheriff of Tarrant
County. In my opinion, we haven’t had a

- qualified sheriff since Lon Evans.

I wish that the Star-Telegram or the

. League of Women Voters would putouta

g
|

fact sheet on each candidate.
I think a qualified candidate should:
B Be a sworn peace officer
M Be able to manage a $60 million

budget. _ .

B Work amicably with the
Commissioners Court.

B Defend the departmental budget to
the Commissioners Court.

B Meet with commissioners on a reg-
ular basis.

@ Meetwitllﬂlepressasrequired,per-
sonally.

W Meet with county police chiefs on a
regular basis.

from the present high sheriff. We all know
his capabilities or the lack thereof.
I’'m looking forward to the best candi-
date for sheriff. :
Eugene M. Wooten
Benbrook

Pro tem position

Every time we pick up the paper, the Tarrant
County commissioners are on the sheriff about
something else. He cannot go to the bathroom
without their instructions.

I have a plan that will solve the sheriff problem.

- City council members sometimes serve as mayor

pro tem. My idea is to do away with the sheriff and
let each commissioner serve as sheriff pro tem.

They all think they know more about running the

~department than the sheriff does, so let them run
it. If it works, they can get the credit. If it doesn't

work, we can elect a sheriff and they can stay out
of it!

I think that Sheriff David Williams has done an
excellent job -- and would have done even better
if he didn't have the commissioners constantly

interfering! | will be voting for the sheriff again, but

not for my commissioner.
I don’t need the above information

C.E. Harris

Fort Worth
|
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mLETTERS, FAXES AND E-MAILS T0 THE EDITOR

The best contender ;

When I wrote the Star-Telegram early in!

- November lamenting the dismal performance of:
our current sheriff ,Ihadnotdecxded’N' which of.
the several challengers to support. ow I have. |
Former North Richland Hills Police Chief:
Jerry McGlasson is far and away the best-.
qualified candidate. Of the several contenders:
in both parties, he is the only one who has ever
actually headed a police department or man-!
aged a big budget. : '
In my 32 years of teaching government at,
Tarrant County College Northeast Campus, [
have never seen a candidate better qualified to!
‘become sheriff of a metropolitan county. |
McGlasson was chief of police as North!

. Richland Hills grew from a very small town to;

e




Endorsements T

M‘P ATCN

March 14 anary'

focused forward, on the vision for and the future
of the United States — not backward, on the
multiple controversies that have tainted the
Clinton-Gore administration.

Bush and Bradley can sofucus their cam-
paigns.

The S:w-Telegram mdmscs George W. Bush
and Bill Bradley.

Shenff

T‘hepnmaryjobresponsxbﬂxtyofashenﬂ‘ma
predmmnanﬂywbmmhke Tarrant County is
tomu&le;aﬂand serve warrants, Toward that
end, the Commissioners Court allocates almost
$60 million annually, with more than half dedi-
cated to the confinement operations.

Tarrant County residents deserve a sheriff who -
understands this dynamic — working with the

.commissioners as part of the team responsible for

running an efficient and cost-effective jail. It is a
disservice to the entire county if the sheriff goes
about his job viewing the commissioners as
adversaries. No one wins.

In the Republican primary, the six men who
have stepped forward to replace Sheriff David
Williams are all to be commended for recogniz-
ing that Tarrant County needs and deserves a
change. The majority of these candidates are
experienced lawmen with the credentials needed
to regain the respect of Sheriff’s Department

“employees and to rebuild the external reputation
of the department.

Under normal circumstances, it would be diffi-
cult to choose from among Dee Anderson, Dave
Dunaway, Jerry McGlasson and Brad Patterson
— but these are not normal circumstances. The
goal is to unseat Williams, and to do it in the pri-
mary without a runoff election. Anderson is best
poised to achieve that. !

The Arlington police spokesman is a trusted,
familiar face to Tarrant County residents who, for
the past 14 years, have watched him calmly and

description of the sheriff’s primary goal —

J——

competently deliver b both good news and bad. His

“keep

prisoners alive and in jail” — demonstrates that

he has no illusions about being the county’s “top
cop.”

Anderson already possesses an attribute sorely
lacking in the department today. Being accessible
to the. Commissioners Court and the media is a_
crucial component of accountability. If he does
nothing more than run the jail, attend weekly
court sessions and hold monthly news confer-
ences, he’ll be heads above the office’s current
occupant.

In the Democratic pnma.ry, voters have a
choice between two law enforcement officers.
Haltom City officer Shane Harrison deserves
kudos for entering the race, but the 28-year-old
would benefit from more life experience before
taking on a job of this- magnitude.

With 25 years under his belt with the Fort
Worth Police Department, officer Luther Perry is
very much a known figure around Fort Worth,

- visible through his work in the department and

: h1s vast community involvement outside of it.
- In addition to focusing on the jail and ending
' the rift with the Commissioners Court, Perry
said, it is imperative that the new sheriff develop
better working relationships with the municipal
police departments in the county. He cites his
skills as a collaborator and coalition builder as

being qualities that resxdents should demand in
their next sheriff.

The Star-Telegram endorses Repubhcan Dee
Anderson and Democrat Luther Perry.
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Departmental
form-ula
for success

Tarrant County Sheriff David

~ Williams has new instructions that
must be followed before anyone from
the media can interview the sheriff.

The sheriff has formulated a list of
questions, compiled in an “Interview
Preparation Form,” that must be
completed by himself and others in
the department before a reporter is
granted an interview. '

Under the heading of “BeIn
Control,” Williams asks himself: “Am
I in control of this interview or is the
reporter?” ¥

Reporters and their supervisors
must be identified on the form, along
with the agency they work for, their e-
* mail address, and the numbers for
their pagers, fax machine, office
phones, cell phones and the “other
phone,” wherever that might be.

On the form, Williams or his
subordinates must also answer the -
following: ,

“Do I have my headlines? What is
~my headline?”” P :

“What do I want to accomplish
with this interview — what is my/our
message?’ ety 533

“What's the r r’s attitude?”

“How well informed is this
reporter? S e

“What’s the spin on the story?”

 Finally, under the heading, “Be
Comfortable,” the question is asked:
“Do 1 appear (or) sound harried,
- worried or hostile?” L R
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Drug Enforcement Administration
School U.S. Civil Servtce Manage- ;

TARRANT
COUNTY SHERIFF

¢1ueetlons &
ibe your qualifications fo:

this position. (50 word limit)

2. What do you see as the roleof
this office? (75 word limit)

3. How would you improve com-
munications between the Sheriff's
Department and the Commissioners
Court? (75 word limit)

nepubllcan

Dee Anderson
106 Creekside Ct.
Kennedale, 76060
Age: 43 :
Occupation: police officer

1. | am a 20-year peace officer
with Arlington and hold an advanced
Peace Officer certification. | co-
founded the Amber Plan for abduct-
ed children. |
am a graduate
of the APD Tac-
tical School
and have
served on the
command staff
as spokesman
for the last 13

2. The sheriff must be an admin-
istrator, communicator and leader.
We must not duplicate, but should
support efforts of area police agen-
cies. The management of the jail
must be a top priority. Prisoners
must not escape, nor should they be
mistreated or die while in custody.
Citizens, employees and the media
must have open access to the Sher-
iff. The doors of the office must be
opened to all. My history is one of
open communication.

3. | have already begun commu-
nication, and have pledged to each
commissioner to be part of the team
to restore order back to the office of
Sheriff. | will work with, not against,
all elected and appointed officials in
the county to unify the efforts of law
enforcement. | will run the best jail in
Texas and be accountable to tax-
payers for every dollar spent. Com-
‘munication will be the rule, not the
exception. 33

‘University; BBA

6600 Glen Dale

Arlington, Texas 76017

Age: 54

Occupation: Texas ranger, retired

1. Following 24 years with the'
Texas DPS as a State Trooper,
Criminal Intelligence Agent, and
Texas Ranger, | served 3 years with
the Tarrant
County Sher-
iff's Department
as Captain of
Criminal Inves-
tigations, Assis-
tant Chief
Deputy, and
Captain of
Administration.
| am currently
commissioned as a Special Texas
Ranger.

2. Provide Iedershtp with integrity
for 1300+ employees of Sheriff's
Depattment by communicating
openly & often with employees, citi-
zens, Commissioners, public admin-
istrators, other elected officials, and
especially other law enforcement-
criminal justice agencies to best
serve our public with a minimum of
duplication of effort. Provide consis-
tency in the work environment by
establishing and adhering to a fair &
equitable promotional policy for all
employees & a career ladder in lieu
of pay-for-performance.

3. Demonstrate, as | already
have, my desire to work with the
Commissioners Court in the best
interest of the Sheriff's Department
and the public we serve. Budgets
will be prepared based upon needs
rather than wants. Approved bud-
gets will be adhered to without com-
plaint. The Sheriff's Department will
welcome oversight and advice from
the Court. | have publicly pledged to
resign if the Commissioners Court &
District Attorney unanimously

express their dissatisfaction with my

performance.

Jim Hunter
4521 Donnelly Avenue
Fort Worth,
Texas 76107
Age: 56
Occupation:
president - J..
Hunter, Inc.

1. Graduate,
Texas Tech

Finance, Minor
Economics;

ment School & Numerous Federal
Law Enforcement Schools. Proven
Law Enforcement & Administrative
Background on the Federal Level.
Private Enterprise & Public Sector
Experience. Served as Bank Direc-
tor with First State Bank of Texas,
Watauga.

2. The role of an urban county
sheriff involves being a competent &
knowledgeable administrator who is
innovative with dollar stretching,
with better stewardship of what

| already is being received through

the budgetary process. As the
administrator of the departmental
budget, the sheriff must examine
and justify operating costs involving
every expenditure, every program,
and every operation before submit-
ting any budgetary request to the
commissioners court. Sheriff must
work collectively with commission-
ers in finalizing annual budget.

3. Regularly attend the Tarrant

County Commissioners Court week- -

ly meetings as all elected officials &
departmental head should do. The
sheriff's visibility would assure the
court that the sheriff is accessible
and accountable to them and the
public. Review the weekly court
agenda in order to be properly pre-
pared to answer any sheriff depart-
ment related questions pertaining to
the overall operations of the depart-
ment. Maintain a friendly, profes-
sional, businesslike approach when
communicating with the court.

John Charles Lewis
No reply

Jerry McGlasson

7916 Londonderry Drive

North' Fnchland Hllls Texas 76180
Age: 58 -

Occupatnon polvce chlef (retwed)

1. Bachelors in Criminal Justice;
Masters and Doctorate in Public
Administration; Officer, Detective,
Sergeant, Lieutenant Fort Worth (17
years) Police Chief, North Richland
Hills (16 years); Master Peace Offi-
cers License; Past President Texas
Police Chiefs Association; Prepared
and executed 17 budgets in cooper-
ation with elected officials; Worked
closely with community leaders.




- 2. The efficient, cost effective
operation of
the County Jail
is the primary

sfunction of an
urban Sheriff.
Seventy Four
percent of the
Tarrant County
Sheriff's bud-
get is directly
spent in the jail. This, therefore,
must be the prime function of this
office. The sheriff is likewise respon-
sible for patrolling the unincorporat-
ed portions of the county; serving
criminal warrants, and providing
court security. Intervention in munic-
ipal police affairs should be limited
to requests from that jurisdiction.

- 3. Open Dialogue on matters of
public interest will be had with the
Commissioners both individually
and collectively. As Sheriff | will per-
sonally present the annual budget to
the Commissioners Court. Organi-
zational charts will accurately reflect
both authorized and actual staffing.
The approved budget will be execut-
ed as intended by the Commission-
ers. Competitive promotional exams
will immediately replace the current
good old boy system. Equipment
purchased by the County will be
usad only for authorized purposes.

Ind Patterson
1515 Brentwood Tr=il
Keller, Texas 76248
Age: 48
Ooeupation pohce officer .
1. Over 23 years Fort Worth
Police. Officer of the year twice.
Past President FWPOA, Tarrant
County 2000, UTA with Masters
Degree in Criminology and Criminal
Justice Administration. Worked Sub-
committee Chairman, Graduated
Richland High
School, TCJC
with AS
Degree, TCU
with a BS
Degree with
organizations.
Eagle Scout in
1966.

2. The taxpayers of Tarrant
County need a sheriff who is com-
to running a cost effective
tion. We need law enforce-
technology to complement
isting police department opera-

1s throughout the County. We

need county wide crime analyS|s
and integrated computer systems to
exchange law enforcement informa-
tion between the county's police

departments. In a mobile society,
criminals cross jurisdictional lines.
Urban county needs are different
that rural counties. We do not need
duplications of police services.

3. The Sheriff must communicate
directly and regularly with the Coun-
ty Commissioners. | believe the
commissioners are very pro law
enforcement, and they want do what
is right. The Sheriff has a responsi-
bility to explain and educated the
commissioners and the public on
programs, cost involved, and effec-
tiveness. The public and the com-
missioners have the right to know. |
will have an open door policy. | will
meet with police departments, com-
munity groups, and concemed indi-
viduals.

David E. Williams
P.O. Box 42806
Ft. Worth, 76148
Age: 45
Occupation: sheriff

1. | consistently meet criminal
justice demands for Tarrant County
on a budget less than half the
national average. Under my leader-
ship, this department has tracked
and jailed over 100,000 fugitives.
The executive director of State Jail
Commission
recently rated
my manage-
ment of the
massive coun-
ty jail system
as "superior."

2. In Texas,
the sheriff is
the chief law
enforcement
officer of the county, exercising a
portion of the sovereign power of
the state in three major areas of
criminal justice: the courts, jail
administration and law enforcement.
The sheriff serves within the judicial
branch of government as executive

officer serving warrants, executing

judgements and providing court-

‘house security. He also serves as
_ county jail administrator and chief
“law enforcement officer of the coun-

ty.

3.1 wm explore mnovatwe ways
to educate members of Commis-
sioners Court and the public regard-
ing the importance of the Constitu-
tionally and statutorily imposed ,
duties of the Sheriff's Office. While
continuing to operate one of the
most cost efficient Sheriff's Offices
in the nation, | will endeavor to con-
vince Commissioners to meet the
budgetary requirements of this
office. As always, | will consider any
constructive input they may offer.

nemnerat

Shane Harrison
7321 Buttonwood
Fort Worth, Tx 76137
Age: 27
Occupation: police detective
1. There are (3) ingredients,
which | have been abundantly
blessed with, that make me qualified
for this position
and they are:
good common
sense, integri-
ty, and hard
work ethic. |
don't believe
this county
needs another
administrator
but rath
hard working blue collar Sheriff. =
2. The first thing which must be
understood is the Office of Sheriff
does not belong to one pamcul&r
individual but rather it belongs tothe
people of Tarrant County. The peo-
ple need a Sheriff who is not afrald
of a hard day's work and who will
lead by example. Finally, the people
need a Sheriff who will be a positive
role model in the community and
someone who our cmldren ‘can look
up to. ‘
3. Like runnmg a busmess there :
are compromises that will have to
be made by both sides. The Sheriff
must not take things personal but
concern himself with providing the
people with the best law enforce-
ment possible and providing his
employees with the necessary tools

|

- 10 get the job done. Finally, the influ-

ence the church has over the Sher-
iff's Department must go. Let the
church worry about the church, and
law enforcement worry about law
enforcement.



Luther Perry
P.O. Box 19090
Fort Worth, TX 76119

,  ye ,

in law enforcement and community
service. As a Fort Worth Police offi-
cer, | have served as a patrolman, _

recruiter, and for the last 14 years -
as special assistant to the Chief. |

- am comprehensively trained and

‘experienced in law enforcement,
from the front lines*
2. Efficient management of coun-
ty jail facilities, coordination of effec-
~ tive law enforcement activities

~ across the county, and administra-

: tlonofcoumoom security are the
 primary responsibilities of the sher-
_iff's department. | will work with our

~municipal law enforcement partners

to streamlme mebookmg prooess,

* thereby ensuring that officers can
- more quickly return to patrolling our

i sugass,,tmu also advocate success-
- ful "con ity policing" policies to

w exﬁme’é unication among all -

: mmmmaes in the

sionﬁfs at all times. While adminis-

tration of the department's budget

and law enforcement operations will *

rest on me, ultimate fiduciary and

policy responsibilities of county gov-

ernment are clearly vested in our

Commissioner's Court. Rather than

~ trying to compete with them for

~ attention, | will build trust with them

~ as partners, submit timely and justi-
fiable budgets, | keep them informed
 of department activities, and mam- ;
tam myfocus i A
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]

Embarra&smgremmder
I recently became embarrassingly
mmmdedofﬂleexmly negative and
Wmﬂgt)fthe&ar'kkgm
. L was very disappointed that it didn’t
find the mock child abduction training
 exercise in Burleson newsworthy, possi-
: reporting it would have shed
a Pﬂﬂmve light on the proactive law
mfomemunofﬂ:e'lhmntCountysher_
iff’s office. 'Ihank(iodthatﬁveTVand
‘radmsanonsandoncnewspapadld
~ Maybe Sheriff David Williams was
present at the training exercise rather than
:atthe&batebecmseheknowsﬂxatpm-
 tecting children is more important than
- being a politician. (I feel like _anyone
would agree if offered a choice.)
kmﬂmtwnﬂimncompeuﬂon,me
Star-Telegram can print whatever it wants
;mthom investigation. That llshdaw exact
~ type of monopoly situation I have seen
critici zed m the Imy spil
‘with a retired Star-Telegram employee,
mﬁdhbtoldme.“Amonmemddmn
.Overmhmgravexfheknewhowme
manmnnow s
The training in Burleson was excellent
”&mﬁmﬁmmumﬂr
type of departmental coop-
'mmmw mml‘ Ofﬂ)esﬂ(eo
children. -

D:I,l.l'l'anGabbert
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II.ETFEBS FAXES AND E-MAILS Tﬂ THE Elllm

Slmdly,Marchs,zmo

- A great lawman
As a state trooper stationed in Tarrant
County, I worked out of the same
Department of Public Safety office as
Texas Ranger Dave Dunaway. I had many
in-depth conversations with Dave over
many topics during the years. I even
‘worked with him once on a stakeout
‘involving a string of bank robbenes in.
Tarrant County. :
Inmyoplmon,Davensoneofﬂxemost
humble, straightforward, intelligent and
honest lawmen I've ever met. But I believe
that his strongest trait is his rock-like
common sense.
~ Dunaway worked well with local law :
enforcement officials on major
investigations. He had to establish a good
rapport with them; otherwise, the « case
might have gonc unsolved. i
Dunaway is not a politician, though. He
is not a big talker, nor does he have to brag
abwthunmlforhisacoomphshmmts
- You probably won’t see a lot of him on
TVorhearhnnontheradmmnch You
won’t have to — hewnﬂbctakmgcareof_
our business as the sheriff of Tanantv
County if we elect him. \
RM m trooper
ﬁmﬂaks

- v .
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POLITICS
Serving us well

In reading the Star-Telegram editorial
page, it appears that Tarrant County Sheriff
Williams® seven years of service are all in
vain, and even that Williams’ removal is its
goal. But as so many people know, if you
get past the opinion writers, the real-life
facts tell a different story.

Williams’ least appreciated and
publicized achievement may be in the
- operation of the county jail. Under
‘Williams, the jail just received its fourth
straight year of certified approval from the
state jail standards commission in all areas
of jail operations.

That accomplishment puts the lie to the
campaign rhetoric that the jail is being
poorly run. An objective board, without a
hidden political agenda, has commended
Williams for his superior day-to-day
management of the jail. :

Williams shares the respect and support
of his peers in the Tarrant County law
enforcement community. He is serving in
his second three-year term as the head of
the county law enforcement executive
officers association. : This group is
composed of the county’s top law
enforcement officers. '

I will be voting for Sheriff David
Williams as the Republican nominee. He
has never been a publicity hound, but he
has quietly and competently served our

county well.

Fort Worth

Proven ability

The Star-Telegram’s recent endorsement
of Dee Anderson in the Tarrant County
sheriff’s race seems to be based on his
being electable, rather than qualified.

While Dee Anderson has been a credit
to the law enforcement profession, the
same could have been said of David
Williams before he was elected. Has
Anderson ever directed a staff, prepared
and managed a budget, run a department,
graduated from college, or even been
promoted beyond the rank of patrolman?

Betty T. Gibson

One candidate in the race has proven
ability at all levels of law enforcement,
including chief of police. He has prepared
multimillion-dollar budgets, worked with
elected officials, commanded a large staff
and possesses the highest advanced college
degrees available. That candidate is former
Police Chief Jerry McGlasson.

The challengers for the office of sheriff
are all good men with sound law
enforcement experience, but they all lack
McGlasson’s experience in leading a large
police agency. We should endorse and vote
for the best candidate, not just the most
electable. We should endorse and vote for
Jerry McGlasson.

Jim Green
Hurst

Re-elect Williams

~Tarrant County Sheriff David Williams
has a good record when you look at the
facts. With a minimum of effort, I found
information well worth knowing and
favorable to his re-election.
: In 1995, he reorganized the Criminal
Warrant Division in the Sheriff’s
Department. Before that change, the
division had a backlog of some 30,000
warrants. Today about 17,000 are
outstanding. Since 1995 , more than
100,000 warrants have been served and
more than 70,000 fugitives have been

Since that 1995 reorganization, four
times as many warrants are issued in a
given period of time. Terrific!

Think of the impact of arresting 70,000
fugitives in Tarrant County! It just has to
take a big bite out of crime. :

I met and briefly talked with Williams

_ about one year ago. I found him easy to
talk with, reasonable and responsive to my
questions. He has earned my confidence
and my vote.

Basil G. Garrett
Roanoke
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Sheriff
contest
may see
runoft

Anderson leads GOP pack
in poll, with Williams 2nd

BY JACK DOUGLAS JR.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Arlington police spokesman *
Dee Anderson leads the field of seven Republicans
running for Tarrant County sheriff, with incumbent

David Williams a distant second but still far ahead
of the remaining candidates, according to a Star-
Telegram poll.

Of the respondents
saying they are likely to
vote in the March 14
Republican primary,
22.5 percent said they
plan to vote for Ander-
son, and 11.9 percent
said they intend to vote  Anderson
for Williams, suggest-
ing that the two men may square off in an April 11
runoff.

The majority of likely Republican voters, 53.2
percent, said they were undecided or had no opin-
ion on the race. gl

“It’s a wide-open game” between the two-term
sheriff and Anderson, a novice politician, said Jim
Riddlesperger, a political science professor at Texas
Christian University. Meanwhile, heavy turnout last
week when early voting opened points to high voter

Mara an PO T on Pace 1AAN

turnout in the Nov. 7 general
election, county and party offi-
cials said.

Though trailing Anderson in
the poll, conducted Feb. 15-29,
Williams said in a prepared
statement that he was encour-
aged by the findings that indi-
cate he may get into a runoff.

“I like it. I thank God for this
report,” Williams said in the
statement, read by his executive
secretary, Sandra Peel.

“This is an indication that the
citizens in Tarrant County don’t
believe everything they read in
the newspaper,” Williams wrote,
apparently referring to news
reports about various controver-
sies involving the sheriff and his
administration. Peel said the
sheriff would not elaborate.

The other five candidates in

‘the Republican Primary —

including a former police chief,
an ex-Texas Ranger, a private
investigator and a Fort Worth
policeman — each received sin-
gle-digit scores in the poll.

Riddlesperger said: “If you’re
not up to at least 10 percent by
now, your odds are pretty long”
of winning.

In the Democratic contest for
sheriff, 24.6 percent of the peo-
ple polled said they plan to vote
for Fort Worth policeman Luther
Perry, 8 percent said they favor
Haltom City police Detective
Shane Harrison and 67.5 percent
said they had not decided or had
no opinion.

With only two Democratic
candidates, that party’s primary
will decide who the nominee
will be for the Nov. 7 general
election.

The Star-Telegram poll has a
margin of error of plus or minus
5 percentage points for the
Republican race, and 6.5 per-
centage points for Democrats.
Telephone interviews were split
evenly between residents in Fort
Worth, Arlington and the north-
east portion of Tarrant County.

The survey also found that
4.2 percent of the participants
believe that Williams’ perfor-
mance has been “excellent”;
28.9 percent consider his perfor-
mance “good” during the past
seven years despite controver-
sies that have plagued him and
his office. ;




Williams has done a “fair”
job, according to 21.9 percent of
the people surveyed, and 17.2
percent rated him as a “poor”
sheriff. Those who said they did
not have an opinion made up
27.9 percent of those polled.

As a group, the five members
of the Tarrant County Commis-
sioners Court, who have repeat-
edly skirmished with Williams
over budgetary matters and
take-home cars, scored better in
the poll — but not by much.

Of those questioned, 3.6 per-
cent graded the Court as excel-
lent, 32.2 percent graded it as
good, 24.8 percent said fair, 4.3
percent said poor, and 35 per-
cent said they did not have an
opinion.

Williams and Anderson are
leading the hunt for the Republi-
can nomination because their
names are the most easily recog-
nized among the GOP candi-
dates, Riddlesperger said.

Anderson’s 14-year career as
spokesman for the Arlington
Police Department has built his
name identification.

During Williams’ seven years
as sheriff, he has repeatedly
been in the news. Although
‘some of those news reports may
not have been flattering for
Williams, “many voters won’t
remember whether they heard
[his] name in a positive or nega-
tive light” when they cast their
vote, Riddlesperger said.

Name recognition, even
before qualifications, is a

“This is an indication
that the citizens in Tar-
rant County don’t
believe everything they
read in the newspaper.”

— David Williams
in a statement

“huge” factor in getting elected,
the professor said.

After Anderson and Williams,
the poll numbers drop signifi-
cantly for the other Republican
candidates.

Fort Worth police officer

Brad Patterson was the first
choice for 4.1 percent of the sur-
vey’s participants, and another

4.1 percent said they would °

choose private investigator Jim
Hunter.

Dave Dunaway, a former
Texas Ranger who worked
briefly as a commander in the
Tarrant County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, was the top choice for 2.4
percent of the people ques-
tioned, while Jerry McGlasson,
former police chief of North

'Richland Hills, was picked by 1

percent of the participants.

John Lewis, a window washer
and former jail clerk, was
favored by 0.7 percent of those
surveyed.

Anderson said he was pleased
by the poll results and is holding
out hope that he will win the
primary outright. He said he
expects to attract many of the
supporters of the losing candi-
dates if he is in a runoff with
Williams.

“You’ll see a cohesiveness
from the mainstream party peo-
ple who will unite behind me.”

Other than the short statement
read by his secretary, the reclu-
sive sheriff did not respond to
repeated requests for an inter-
view, despite telephone calls
made to his home, to his depart-
ment spokesman, Capt. Herb
Chambers, and to his personal
staff at the Green Bay substation
in northeast Tarrant County.

After a political debate Mon-
day, Williams told a reporter he
would not answer questions
about his political future without

them first going through Cham-
bers, a full-time counzermpioy-,
ee who is not a member of the
sheriff’s campaign staff.

In the Democratic contest
Perry said he expects to win and
looks forward to facing whoever
survives the crowded Republi-
can race. His preference, he
said, “would be ... David
Williams.”

The Republican crossover-

- vote will push hlm past ™

Williams, Perry said. ,

Harrison, the Haltom City
detective, said late last week:
that he is optimistic that he can
overcome Perry’s lead of more:
than 16 percentage points. “I
don’t really see it as a gap right
now. We’re getting our signs out
today.

“To be honest w1th you, I'm
trying to make Luther’s life mis-
erable. I think I’m going to glve
him a run,” he said.

Dunaway, the former Texas
Ranger who is in the Republican
race, questions the accuracy of
political pollsters. “I don’t trust
them,” he said, adding: “I have
not, and will not, let a poll drive
our campaign, because the only
true poll will occur March 14.”

Other candidates in the GOP
contest say they plan to throw
their campaigns into high gear
and target the more than 50 per-
cent of the local electorate who
say they have not made up their
minds.

“I’'m making my move,”
Hunter, the private investigator
and a former federal agent, said,
explaining that he will begin air-,
ing a TV commercial.

McGlasson, the former pohce
chief of North Richland Hills,
said he is mailing out 23,000
campaign newsletters touting his
qualifications. Patterson, the
Fort Worth officer, said he is
also distributing more mailers.
Asked how many, he said, “As
many as I can afford.” >

3
Jack Douglas Jr., (817) 390-7700
Jjld@star-telegram.com

For today’s Star-Telegram and \
more news and features, goto
www.star-telegram.com
% To search the Metroplex, goto '
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| POLL

Tarrant Poll for sheriff ok
If the election were héld today, whom would you vote for?
Republican primary

John Charles Lewis_0.7%
Jerry McGlasson....... 1%
Dave Dunaway........2.4%—
Jim Hunter............4.1%—

COMMENTARY

Republican sheriff candidate Dee
Anderson has heard lots of questions

Don't know : :
about his voting record. Not how he

no opinion :
- Brad Patterson........4.1%— 53.2% voted, but if.
David Williams......11.9% Anderson says one opponent is
Dee Anderson........ trying to make hay out of public

records suggesting that Anderson, 43,
has only voted once in his life. But

Democratic primary
Shane Harrison........... 8%
Luther Perry....'. ...... 24.6%

Don't know
no opinion

N

67.9%

county election chief Robert Parten
confirms that the records are wrong —
a glitch that happened when Anderson
moved from Mansfield to Kennedale in

1992,
o Baiiiiais o ot sl It Parten said other records are spotty ‘
1()% per%alm dueoltf rou ..3 . _but show that Anderson at least voted -
# Republican poll margin of error in “eve i rimary
pllugéeio";%sc %:I? %?gg’.ﬂ%?ﬁ}“r?r plus or minus 6.5 percentage points ! ge“emlrz‘i?:‘g}ﬁa?gss'g'l ‘:ﬁgch
: i suggests he has been a consistent voter
Breakdown among GOP leaders: ‘ % all along.
St ; ; “1 voted the first year I was eligible
Aington  Northeast Tarant  Greater Fort Worth to vote,” says Anderson. “My record is
solid, and I’m not the least bit
Dee Anderson = 26.1% 18.0% 24.5% concermned.”
David Williams 6.4% 8.7% 18.9%
GENDER ' : :
Male Female This week's contributors: Jay Roor,
Anderson 23.0% \ 21.9% BoB MAHLBURG and LINDA P. CAMPBELL.
Williams 16.7% 6.3%
AGE \
Under 35 | 540 5064  G5andover
Anderson 13.5% / 28.7% S 78% 226%
Williams 18.2% // 8.2% 7.3% 14.0% '
EDUCATION — -
High school or less Some college ~ College graduate ~ i
Anderson 152% =5 32.6% 211.2% - :
Williams . 16.5% 14.7% i 8.1%
HOUSEHOLD INCOME —
o Under $40,000  $40,000-75,000 Over $75,000
Anderson 16.9% 21.9% 25.5%

Williams - 21.9% 8.0% 9.4%

—
3 Star-Telegram/FRANK PONTARI .
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study the issue of uniforms

before making it part of his plat-

form. -
“It’s got its drawbacks,” he

Tarrant constable s e

Two deputy sheriffs, a
deputy constable and
the incumbent square
off in the race to
represent Pct. 7.

BY ROBERT CADWALLADER
Special to the Star-Telegram

Three veteran lawmen are
making bids to unseat three-
term Tarrant County Constable
Mike Honeycutt in the Pct. 7
Republican primary March 14.

Two Tarrant

CAMPAIGN County deputy

m sheriffs it

Steven R. Hen-
Pct.7

ry and James
Constable Race

Studdard — and

Deputy Consta-

ble James Hur-
ley Sr. of Pct. 4 are seeking to
represent Pct. 7, which includes
south Arlington, Mansfield,
Kennedale and several rural
communities in southwest Tar-
rant County.

For the most part, the candi-
dates have avoided personal
attacks, but the challengers say
it’s time for a change in the
office of constable, a job that
carries full police powers but
was established mainly to serve
court orders and other civil
papers.

Hurley was the most outspo-
ken in recent interviews, saying
Honeycutt needs to do more to
thwart truancy and illegal dump-
ing. He also disagrees with Hon-
eycutt’s use of plainclothes
deputies and unmarked cars to
Serve papers, insisting that more
time be made for routine police
work.

“My officers will be in full
uniforms and marked vehicles

for both identification and crime
- prevention,” Hurley said. “If
you were a crook and you saw a
marked constable’s vehicle dri-
ving up and down that street
several times a day, would you

burglarize a home on that

street?”

it’s the best thing for serving

Honeycutt says it’s not that CiVil papers or n}c:t. o R
simple. The Pct. 7 office consis- cozlt?;ie);oirggga:lgzgram hZ
tently ranks in the top three Gk s \:Vl th in: v Seheol Adic.

_ precincts in the amount of - L\ = "o 4 o Abcent Stu-

paperwork it handles. It's han- 4o Agsistance Program, or
dling more eviction cases than AgAp js designed to get parents
any other precinct, Honeycutt jnyolved quickly when a student
said. is skipping school. - '
“Our guys are serving 40 to  “We get the child before it
50 papers a day,” which leaves becomes a problem,” he said.
little time for patrols, he said. “If ~ Honeycutt agrees truancy is a
we saw a DWI or something problem, but he said he and his
like that ... we would take some staff are keeping up with the
action. But right now, with our cases in Pct. 7. He also credited
civil load, we just don’t have schools with being more proac-
time for that.” tive in initiating truancy actions
Honeycutt said he leaves itup and said he would be wﬂhn%s to
to his deputies to decide Whelllgetg 1005 stiﬁggall) zru?nﬂ;lleg)mlj-le;r léy
wear uniforms and drivp mar 1 o pannia
cars, because sometimes the £l g oL 0 e eper 7
identification can encourage office strictly for investigating
cooperation from the defendant. complaints. He said Honeycutt
More often, defendants try to jsn’t addressing the problem, but
vade the deputies, he said. Honeycutt said he is doing what
%ﬁenfy agreed. the grant program requests: for-
“Sometimes people won’t warding all dumping co’mpla.mts
come to the door, stff like that, to the Pct. 4 constable’s office,
when you’re in uniform,” he which administers the funding. .
said. Ho(;leycqtt, whc:i hasS :cit:gr c;
i lieves five deputies and a :
ma?:gzi;;liaﬁ;l:;sbﬁowmke, said it is not likely that another

iori i deputy would be moved to his
g?e(\’rgxtl)t,i:xzer il i offices, which are in Mansfield.

“They have city police and _ . e I¢ in a rented warchouse

iff’ building,” he said. “Personnel-
(sil:)et?lgt; ggis‘:tjs e wise, we’re overflowing. We

. don’t have room to move
Studdard said he wants to sl

Studdard said he would rather
focus his campaign on his abili-
ty to deal well with people.

“I'm the kind of person who
can talk to people,” he said.
“I’m just a good ol’ country boy.
I always wear a cowboy ha}, and
I always treat people right.’

/

MONDAY, MARCH 6, 2000

=% For more news, go to
To search the Metroplex, go to
L © www.dfw.com




PCT. 7 CONSTABLE HOPEFULS

M Candidate: Mike
Honeycutt
B W‘
| : Republican
W Term: Four years
M Salary: $53,000
M Incumbent: Yes
M Occupation: Con-
stable
W Experience: Served Homvclm
as constable since
January 1989; served 13 years at Fort
Worth Police Department, five years at the
Mansfield Police Department and four

. years as Pet. 3 deputy constable; earned
master peace officer and instructor certifi-
cation.
M Platform: Continue to try to run the

office in as professional and cost-efficient

amanner as possible.

yearsasﬁmilyonwtsécumyofﬁeer

voradogyeas n thecouny ;

12 years serving criminal warrants;

earned a
* tice from Texas Christian University.
~ W Platform: Wants to be a servant of the

M Age: 60

serveﬂﬂyearswuth

or’s degree in criminal js-j'

M Candidate: James

Hurley Sr. '

M Age: 61

M Party: Republican

M Term: Four years

M Salary: $53,000

M Incumbent: No.

oty Sl
constable

lExperiom “Has

served six years as

deputy in Pct. 4 after two years in Pct. 2;

retired from the Los Angeles Police

in-1981 after 20 years;

Hurley

. worked from 1981 to 1992 as a fraud

investigator for American Express.

M Platform: Wants a more visible, consci-
entious constable’s office, focusing on
truancy prevention, civil process and ille- -
gal trash dumping.

W Candidate: James
Studdard
B Party: Republican

B Term: Four years
lSﬂw%SOOO

the Sheriff's Department, currently as B
probate court bailiff, operates a roofing -

- business; earned a bachelor's of hwnessr

administration from the University of
Arkansas and taught public school for six
years before moving to Texas g

people, with an emphasis on courtesy M Platform: Wants to provide profession-
-‘mwmmdammm dhwmﬂmmmtleadersmp,pmtesmn-r

Ohtlﬂishipwilh the
Court.

- alawareness of crime prevention and
- court security; will adhere to ethical and

~_moral standards and emphasize famlly
values and gommumlysefviee :




Williams’
ex-backer
gives to

Anderson

An auto parts dealer

who donated $42,000 tp
e 42,

he sheriff’s campaign in
BY MAX B. BAKER
FORT WORTH — Auto

 dealer Ed Max, who bankrolled
Tmnt County Sheriff David
Williams® first campaign, con-

in the March 14 GOPptmmy. imary,
Once a Williams confidante
who contributed $42,000 to the

- Williams faces five other oppo-
nents in next week’s Republican
mary. In campaign contribution
repertsﬁled yesterday, Andérson
leads the Pack with $22,690.
Wllliamsreponed only $4,865 in
Qo?lm;!elmhom for this period,
tordar nancial reports due yes-
gndaycovmdFeb 14 to March

in 1992, Max

Anderson, the Arlington Police

‘Department spokesman, also

received $2,500 from the billion-
aire Bass family’s political action
committee and $900 from Tarrant
County Commissioner J.D. John-
son and his precinct administrator.
Anderson could not be reached to
comment. ; ‘

One of Williams® biggest
recent contributions was $1,000
from his attorney Jana Kallal and
her husband. '

- During this reporting period,
Anderson also spent more than
his foes. Anderson spent about
$36,000, all of it going to Fort

Auto parts dealer Ed Max;, right,
who financed the 1992 campaign of
Sheriff David Williams, above left, -
has given $5,000 to the campaign of
Dee Anderson, above right, Williams’
major challenger, :

Worth political consultant Bryan
Eppstein’s firm, the report shows.
Williams spent $1,800. Fe

The other Republican candi-
dates also raised and spent less
than Anderson. '

David Dunaway, a former
Texas Ranger who aiso worked as
a commander at the Sheriff’s
Department, reported raising
$6,660 and spending $9,908. The
Bass family PAC also contributed

2,500 to Dunaway’s campaign.
- Jim Hunter, a private investiga-
tor and former federal police
agentl,, didn’t report any recent
contributions but reported spend-
ing about $8,000 since the last
- Brad Patterson, a Fort ‘Worth
policeman and past president of
the Fort Worth Police Officers
Association, reported raising
about $3,600 during the past few
weeks. He spent about $5,500,
reports show. = :

TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 2000
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- Ed Max
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Star-Telegram Archives

‘A financial disclosure report
for Jerry McGlasson, former
police chief of North Richland
Hills, was. not available late y&s-
terday.

A campmgn finance report was
also not immediately available for
Republican candidate John Lewis,
a self-employed window washer
and former clerk at the Tarrant
County Jail.

In the race for the Dﬁmcmnc

Pazrty nomination, Fort Worth
pohce officer Luther Perry Jr. was

far ahead of Haltom City police
Detective Shane Hamsan " g
tributions and expendi

Perry reportedly took i in zibout
$900 and spent about $1,500
since his last report. Harrison
reported about $100 in contribu-
tions and $827 in expenses.

Max was once Williams’
biggest financial backer. He
recruited Williams, then 2 DARE
officer in Haltom City, to run in
1992. Max and his family

y pro
ed about 45 pumntbfﬁkcm—
pmgnfundsmﬂxelmme :
Max su a}mtted ; ,J;henff’ )

was favoted by 0.

“We are gomg to have a new sherzﬁ' 2

““Pm very upset over the sher-
iff. I have no anmosity at all with
David Williams,” Max said.

- Williams and Anderson are

expectedtosquamotfmanAptﬂ

11 runoff.

Ina recent Star-Telcgrqm poll,
Anderson was supported by 225
percent of respondents. ns
received 11.9 percent. Tﬁé;}oﬂ
had amargmofexmro glus ox:'
rmnus 5 pemq ‘

Dunaway reccz'
and McGlasson
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A Texas tradition

- Newcomers to Texas may not be aware
of it, but for decades, Republicans made a
practice of voting in the Democratic pri-
mary in this state.

That was because Republicans were so
scarce that a couple of phone booths could
have held them all. So if they were to have
any meaningful voice in who represented
them in elected offices, it was necessary to
~ vote in the Democratic primary.

There obviously has been a turn-
around. These
g e
Democrats are
voting (or at
least are threat-

- ening to vote) in
the Republican

vicious
scofflaws
(feelthy “liber- ™
als,” no doubt)
‘ hadjustslashedthenresonﬂleerMWs'
The current problem for people s

- myself (Democrats without apology or the
needtooﬂ’erdug)isﬂmthecmmelh&é

'lhemfore, I am thmkmg senously‘
about voting in the Republican primary,
_ which is the only way I can have any
wmcemﬁ'se "Qi;fo;mstancef
judicial candidates (since all the
- Democratic judges in Tarrant County
‘woke up one morning and suddenly real-
| ized to their ama t that they had
-mallybeenkepﬁbhcansallalong —or
:maybethey]nstwantedtogeteleewd) v
By doing this, I also will be granted an

"I myﬁfeandﬁmembyamﬁx
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- THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 2000

I have been acqummd ith
AndersmforabmtlSymandhpwmm
to be an honest and doﬂ;emﬂﬁng
who al strives to
: Ihawv:yswakedmﬂzneemmss
andhaveﬁemumedwnhmsaum-
uontodemilandlns ) b
‘-}ﬁswtyandmd:fomymu
-’mtohlshabbyandpamm officiating
h!shschoo!fombatf . Faimess and
, mhxssumgm

Thepeopleof’lhmm(}mmtymdall
'VemploywsofﬂleShmﬂ"sDepamnent
wnllbepmudmhaveDeeAndmmas
thwncwslmff o

“ BenJohnson
- Fort Worth




| Man found
| fatally shot in
running car

- By DEANNA BOYD
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
EDGECLIFF VILLAGE —

Sheriff’s deputies responding to a

report of a car accident last night

found a dead man strapped into
the driver’s seat of a running car
‘with a bullet wound in his chest.

- The man carried a chauffeur’s
license identifying him as a 48-
year-old Mexican citizen from
Acapulco, said Capt. Herb Cham-
bers, a spokesman for the Tarrant

- Investigators do not believe
robbery was the motive, Cham-
bers said.

“Hehadqmteabltofmoney,
on him,” Chambers said. “It
couldbeadnvevbg It could be
road rage or it could be mom It’s
very unknown right now.”

About 8 p.m., a woman alerted
a sheriff’s deputy at a nearby
business about a possible accident
on Hemphill Street just north of
f;lwnesa Boulcvatd m Edgechff .
wiEhe deputy iound a locked
green Ford Thunderbird, its
motor still running, in the grass

west of Hemphill and near a
barbed wire fence. The car’s rear
window and a rear right panel
window appeared to be shattered
by bullets, Chambers said.
outside going in,” Chambers said.

- Officers pried the car’s front(
door open, he said.

Chambers said investigators
believe that the car was south-
bound on Hbmghill when the

shooting occurred. The car

- appears to have jumped the curb
and rolled to a stop, he said.

~ A possible witness later called

the Sheriff’s Department and
myesﬁgalm were trying to make

cmitact with ,that person last
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Democrats tout choice

in sheriff’s

~ ByBos MAHLBURG
Star-Telegram Staff Writer ?
FORT WORTH — The two candi-
dates in the Democratic primary for
Tarrant County sheriff feel that

race

=, 2 oLy~ 2 b
Both men say the ghenff s jot
is mostly to run the ]z}ﬂ, and their
differences are more in style than
ilosophy. -
ph%errgh says he is more diplo-

Harrison, who often sports a,
white cowboy hat and silver belt.
buckle, uses yard signs and busi-
ness cards saying, “Shane for:
Sheriff,” referring to a fictional,
cowboy and gunfighter who rides*
in to save the day. s

they’ve almost been lost alongside a
crowded field of seven GOP candi-
dates. : g

~ But they say the winner in Tues-
day’s primary will give voters an
important choice in November —

2 hopefuls call Williams
‘an embarrassment’

especially if the GOP candidate is
Sheriff David Williams.
.Democrats Shane Harrison and
Luther Perry call Williams “an
mbarrassment” fo the county.
~ Despite a trend of Republican vot-
ing in Tarrant County, Perry expects
many voters in November to take a
hard look at the Democratic candidate,
gva:;l if Williams is not the GOP candi-
“I think people are going to go
down the ballot and say this is one
office where I need to vote for the can-
didate rather than the party,” Perry
vid Williams back to that office.”

A 24-year veteran of the Fort
Worth Police Department, Perry
emphasizes his long experience in
law enforcement and administra-
tion. He touts endorsements from
the Fort Worth Police Officers
Association and the late Fort
Worth Police Chief Thomas
Windham, for whom he was an
assistant chief.

Harrison, a former undercover
drug officer with eight years in
the Haltom City Police Depart-
ment, said he offers common
sense, middle-class values, hard
work and integrity.

Perry’s business cards pro-;
claim, “There’s Going To Be A,
New Sheriff In Town.”

Bob Mahlburg, (817) 390-7675
burgl @star-telegram.com

VIR

i
-~

Shane Harrison  Luther Perry is
was undercover  a 24-year veter-
drug officer in an of Fort Worth
Haltom City. Police Depart-
ment. :

matic” than Harrison; Harrison
said he is “more straightforward.”

Harrison said his “No. 1 issue”
is to “get the church. involvemen,t’
out of the Sheriff’s Department,
including Williams’ reliance on a
paid chaplain.

Each candidate pledges to
endorse his Democratic rival if he
loses. 7 :

“Whether it’s Luther or 1, we.
will have the best candidate,”

S SRR

Harrison said. He said he thinks
voters will carefully weigh their
choices for sheriff and want
“more than a spokesman on TV”,
— a reference to GOP candidate:
Dee Anderson, an Arlington
police spokesman. i

“I think you’ve got to have a°
little more than that,” said Harri-"
son, adding that his comment was
“notabashonDee”

The Democratic race has been
a friendly, low-key campaign with,
yard signs and speeches at polifi--

cal forugns.
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Sheriff fan i
mail shouts
with feeling

Iways glad to hear from
[\ Sheriff David Williams’
pals. '

In fact, I heard from the

Watauga lawman himself yester-

- day—ina
xegorded cam-
paign phone
ing his
arrested

- “100,000
fugitives”
(mathemati-

~_ KENNEDY :
T bowhie

COMMENTARY

(=]

- national average” (analytically
dishonest). :
- Mostly, though, I hear from his
 friends. Maybe you remember the

5 ?im'on-page rant of the Rev.

- James Borchert, who said that

- Williams must obey only “God’s
law” and that Williams has
“supreme power” — under Eng-
lish common law.
- The most fervent correspon-

- dent must be car dealer Doyle
~Jones, 48, of Arlington, a promi-
nent elected Republican precinct

ai . When a sheriff’s heli-

- copter crashed, killing two

deputies in an unnecessary
tragedy, Jones told me it was

“struck down by the hand of
- Satan.” :

- Turns out Jones has written
more letters.

~ Many of Williams’ supporters
‘donots%cmtob'e‘alignedwiththe

Pat Robertson camp of Christian
Americans, who believe that

church members should vote and
take a strong say-so in govern-
~ment. (Sounds like democracy to

me.) Some of Williams’ loudest

message say-
| deputies have

cally impossi- |

“Williams, who trails far beh

fans are followers of money-hun-
gry TV preachers, or from a dan-
gerous camp that believes that
Christians should overthrow the
government and rule under
“God’s law.” »

To help understand what planet
Williams” friends are coming

from, I requested a copy of one of

Jones’ letters to Tarrant County -

commissioners, the elected man-
agers who' constantly battle

- Williams over his use of public

money, salaries and equipment.

A bit of background: In 1998,
commissioners tried to eliminate
Williams’ $60,000-a-year jail
chaplain and replace him with a
more accountable county chap-
lain. Williams retaliated by hand-
ing over more than $300,000 to
operate a private chaplain’s office
nearby in a luxury apartment.

The chaplain change didn’t
make Jones happy. He wrote to
the commissioners:

“ “We the people’ of Tarrant
County, Texas will not accept this
sleazy, demonic TRAVESTY. ...

“ ‘We the people’ ... will not
allow you to abuse your power by
persecuting the church. Fo s

“ “We the people’ will begin
today to BLOW THE TRUMPET
IN ZION and to SOUND THE
ALARM ... like Paul Revere’s
midnight ride as we go door to
door and church to church expos-
ing your demonic behavior.

“ “We the people’ will put on

est suits, call your secretaries
for appointments with you one én
one, and demand your individuz

explanations ... on this issue of
attempting to remove God’s re
‘resentative and God’s influence
on the Tarrant County Sheriff’s

Republican elected officials.
No letters from Jones lately.
may be busy trying to rescue

Arlington police officer
Anderson i.q_ggr}y‘polls for the

~~Anderson’s campaign tréa-
surer is a 'AEHFB%Q%E(%

chaplain. Anderson has said He

will restore an accountable
office, not a $300,000 priv

ministry.

The decision is between a p
lic servant and a pious tyrant.
No comment from Satan.

Bud Kennedy’s column appears
- Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday..

(817) 390-7538 E
@star-telegram.com
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unexplained

Its leader says he doesn’t
have to divulge where

the money, earmarked
for pnsoners, goes. ’

 BY JACK DOUGLASJR. :
Star-Telegram Staff Weiter -

FORT "WORTH — Tarrant
County sheriff’s officials say they
don’t know how a jail ministry
group has spent more than

$327000thatstateIaWreqmresbef

‘used forpnsom ' needs. :
~Local government leadem sa:d
they are concerned over what they
called the “very secretive way” the
money, which comes from
inmates’ purchases at thq Tarrant

‘County Jaﬂ’s commxssary is being
hmi

i e, realiy batders on @utrage
Cnungy Jndge Tom Vandergnff

ShenﬁDaﬁdWmist,whohas
emvaml ‘over the commis-
sary fund, could not be reached this
weekto comment. Calls were made
to his home and oﬂice, andto

The funds have bepn given to
Faith Restorative Justice Chaplain-
cy to provide “social needs,”
including educational programs,
for county prisoners, according to
a contract that ministry leader
Hugh Atwell and Wllhams entered

into June 1.

Since then, Faith Restoranvc has
received $327,872 in four equal
installments, marked for profes-
sional service, according to bank
transaction records obtained under
the Texas Public Information Act.

Assistant Chief Deputy Larry
Hester said Williams was wise to
choose Atwell and Faith Restora-
tive to help coordinate the approxi-
mately 300 volunteer chaplains
who work in the jail. The work they
do, Hester said, prevents prisoners
from filing “religious lawsuits,”
alleging that they cannot practice
their faith while behind bars.

Hester also said of Faith Restora-
tive, “We’ve been satisfied with
their contractual commitment to us.”

The contract states that Faith
Restorative, a nonprofit agency,
should provide educational ser-
vices for inmates. But none of the
money was used for prisoners
seeking a high school equivalency
certificate (total cost, $3,846) or to
pay for more than $15,000 in
maintenance updates for the jail’s
law library, the records show.

Those bills were paid directly
from the commissary account,
which is maintained by the Sher-
iff’s Department. The balance in
that account has dropped more
than $200,000 since the contract
with Atwell took effect, the records
show.

The agreement between Atwell
and Williams has caused a “legiti-

mate concern” over who is paying
for what with money generated by
the commissary, said Marvin
Collins, head of the civil division of
the Tarrant County district attorney’s
office. But those questions deal
more with fiscal responsibility and
public accountability and are not
legal issues that should be decided
by the DA’s office, Collins said.

Pct. 2 County Commissioner
Marti VanRavenswaay questloned
why additional money is being

Jail ministrv spending

spent for the law library and for

General Educational Development
high school equivalency tests when
the contract calls for Atwell to pay
for educational programs.

1 would certainly like to ask
Mr. Atwell for an accounting on
how those monies [from the con-
tract] have been spent for educa-
tional purposes,” she said.

Atwell said he is abiding by the
contract but declined to say what
his ministry is domg with the mon-
ey, including how it is being used to
provide essential needs of prisoners.

“This is a private, nonprofit reli-

gious orgamzatxon,” he said.
“We’re not turning over anything
to the news media. We’re not
obligated to do that.”

_Ministry leader -
Hugh Atwell
says he’s abid-
ing by a contract
signed June 15

Last month, Atwell acknowl-
edged that part of the commissary
money is being used to pay for a
one-bedroom apartment at Fire-
stone Upper West Side, on the
southwest edge of downtown Fort
Worth. He said the apartment,
which costs $770 a month, is used
exclusively by him for an office.

. The commissary account had a
balance of $364,355 last summer,
days before the contract with
Atwell took effect, the records
show. By the end of January, eight
months later, the balance had
dropped to $162,843, according to
the records.

The drop came despite deposits
that totaled more than $68.,000 from
earned interest and from revenue
generated by the commissary’s ven-
dor, the records show. Aside from
the payments to Faith Restorative,
nearly $24,000 in other payments
were made, including the cost of the
GED tests and the law library. ‘

The bank records obtained by
the Star-Telegram do not include
the fourth installment on the Faith
Restorative contract, $81,968, that
was paid March 1.

State law requires Williams to
maintain records “showing the
amount of proceeds from the com-
missary operation and the amount
and purpose of disbursements
madc from the proceeds. . :

* The Sheriff’s Dcpartment s
internal affairs division, in
response to the Star-Telegram’s

~ open records request, wrote this

week, “The Department does not
have records showing how com-
missary fund money has been
spent by Faith Restoraave Jusnee
Ch'w h ;
- The Shenff S Department has :
maintained that it is following the -
law by recording only the bulk
payments made to Faith Restora-
tive. It is seeking an opinion from
the state attorney general’s office

as to whether the Faith Restorative !













BY JAcK DouGLAS Jr.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — One
man remembers fighting the
Mafia. Another remembers
the woman he helped send to
prison for murder. Two other
men remember the faces of
little girls, victims of horren-

be saved.
They are the thoughts of

seasoned lawmen who have
stepped into a political fracas

as sheriff candidates, hoping

to capture their parties’ nomi-

nations in Tuesday’s pri-

maries.

Eight candidates — six
Republicans and two Democ-
rats — are attempting to
unseat  Sheriff David

third four-year term.
~ The primary will be the

SUNDAY, MAKCH 12, 2000

Sheriff candidates
draw on experience

dous crimes who could not

Williams, who is seeking his

Jerry McGlasson, 58, a Republi-
can, once aspired to be a Texas
game warden but joined the Fort
Worth Police Department after an
honorable discharge from the Army
in 1964. He stayed with the depart-
ment for 22 years, as a patrolman,
Jetective, sergeant and, finally, a
licutenant in the training academy.

In 1982, McGlasson was hired as
police chief of North Richland Hills,

‘a position he kept until December

1998, when he quit because his
“management style” was different
from the new city manager. He has
said that if elected he will bring more
professional management to the
1,300-person Sheriff’s Department.

‘McGlasson was a Fort Worth
officer in the early 1970s when he
helped investigate the disappear-
ance of a 7-year-old girl.

“She was literally snatched out
of her front yard by a man who kept
her alive for three days in the trunk
of his car,” he said. “Then he broke
her neck and threw her out on the

often blending the gospel of Chris-

tianity with the tough talk of crimi-

nal justice. ; F

The 46-year-old sheriff declined

- to be interviewed by the Star-
Telegram for this article.

* Instead, he issued a written state-
ment touting, among other things,
his “superior, day-to-day manage-
ment of the massive Tarrant County
Jail system” and his work as “exec-
utive officer” of the courts.

“Since taking office, Sheriff
Williams’ innovative management
tactics have generated a record $70
million in additional revenues for
Tarrant County,” the statement said,
without elaboration. \

Assistant Chief Deputy Larry
Hester said Williams was unavail-

able to be interviewed because “he’s
busy and doesn’t want todoit.”
The other candidates; in tele-

phone interviews, talked of their
adventures in policing, including
periods of heartache, frustrations

McGlasson said he still shudders
when he thinks about the girl. “She
was the same age as my oldest
daughter,” he said. “They could
have passed as twins.” : :

Dee Anderson, 44, a Republican,
also remembers a small child: Amber
Hagerman, 9. It was Anderson,'as
spokesman for the Arlington Police
Department, who went before the
TV cameras for those four excruciat-
ing days as police searched for the
kidnapped girl. And it was Anfiesto;g

after Amber’s
body was found in a rain-swollen
creek bed in north Arlington.

“We’d all been working 24 hours
a day, with little or no sleep,” said
Anderson, a 20-year veteran of the
Arlington police force. “To have
that kind of news crashing down. ...
It was devastating to all of us, and
to the entire community.”

Anderson worked with the news

- media and law enforcement agen-

cies to develop the “Amber Plan,”
an alert system that utilizes radio
and television to quickly report the
abduction of a child. If elected,
Anderson has said, he will improve
the lines of communication between
the Sheriff’s Department and other
areas of local government.

Brad Patterson, 48, a Republi-
can, first thought about becoming a
police officer when, as a boy, he
watched his grandfather, a West Vir-
ginia state police lieutenant. He
joined the Fort Worth Police
Department in 1976 as an under-
cover narcotics officer, but quickly
transferred to patrol because “T just
couldn’t relate to those dopers.”

Now he is with the Police
Department’s crime-scene investiga-
tions unit, seeking forensic evidence
that can help make or break a case.

In 1979, while searching for bur-
glars in a pharmacy on the city’s
north side, Patterson said, he got his
first taste of just how dangerous an
officer’s work can be.

“I looked through the window to
see if I could see anything, and sud-
denly bullets started coming
through the window,” he said.

Startled, but not hurt, Patterson
glimpsed the intruders and returned
fire. “The good thing is, I didn’t hit
anybody, and they didn’t hit any-

et : three blocks body.” e said, “[But] they got away.”
been at the center of controversy, ﬁmﬁm&apﬂbﬁ - [But

Patterson has said that, as sheriff,

he would sharpen policing skills at
the department and “restore order”
to the County Jail. :

- Luther Perry, 46, a Democrat,
was one of five African-Americans
who applied in 1975 to be a Fort
Worth police officer. At the time,
there were only 13 African-Ameri-
can officers on the force.

Perry said he was warmly
received by fellow officers and resi=
dents when he began patrolling the
city streets early the next year. He
stayed in patrol for nearly a decade,
then worked to recruit other offi-
cers. He is still with the department.

‘Perry met his mentor in Decem-
ber 1985 when Thomas Windham




ean, ‘wtote a lcttet en;ii:smg lns-

Democratic friend, saying Perry

“mostsmmdmdquahﬁedmhadﬂle
Tarrant County Sheriff’s Office to
g? pmfwmml levels the residents
“!’he km

Bm’y has mdthat if he is elected
sheriff, he will improve the i image
of the Sheriff’s and win
back the “vote of confidence” from
the community.

Dave Dunaway, a Republican,
was living in San Marcos with his
wife and infant son when he
became a Department of Public

Safety trooper in 1972. Seven years '

later, Dunaway joined the DPS
intelligence division and moved to
Tarrant County, where he spear-
headed a successful investigation
into a string of bank robberies in
North and North Central Texas.

He was named a Texas Ranger in
1986, and assigned to Matagorda
County where he investigated the
shooting death of a well-liked rail-
road engineer whose body was
found behind a country school.
Dunaway learned that the victim’s
wife, a part-time photographer, had
been to the school several months
earlier, taking pictures of children.

Further investigation showed

‘that the woman had a boyfriend —
and a hired hit man — and that she
had lured her husband behind the

-school where, Dunaway said, “she
chose murder over divorce.”

Dunaway moved back to Tarrant
County within a year, and retired
from the Texas Rangers in 1996, just
as his oldest son, Cole, was prepar-
mg to become a state trooper. Dun-
away then worked as a commanding
. at the Tarrant County Shet-

May 1999 to run for sheriff.

- Dunaway, 54, has said that, as
sheriff, he will use his experience as
a state trooper and Texas Ranger to
pick a command staff with strong
lawenfomcmentcredenuals :

56, a Republican,
graduated Texas Tech Univer-

artment, but res:gned in

 Sheriff’s

sity in 1965 and became an a

with the Federal Bureau of Nar
cotics, a predecessor of the Drug
Enforcement Administration. Three
years later, he joined a federal task
force assigned to battle heroin and
cocaine traffickers in and around
Washington, D.C. It ended with
Hunter and his fellow agents arrest-
ing a corrupt cop and two “lieu-
tenants” with the Genovese Mafia
family, based in New York City, on
drug charg&s :

Hunter continued his work-as a-
supervisory agent in Dallas, Hous-

‘ton and San Antonio. But when he

was told in 1972 that he was being
transferred to New York City, he
transferred to the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco and Firearms and
moved to Fort Worth. Hunter took;

. early retirement in 1977, because of
hypertension, and opened a pnva’tg

investigations firm, which he con-
tinues to operate. He said hyperten-,
sion is no longer a problem. 4

Hunter said he will emphasize ﬂaa
need to screen prisoners for mental
and physical problems before theg
are placed in the county jail. =~ |

Shane Harrison, 28, a Democrat;
joined the Haltom City Police
Department in 1992, going from
jailer to patrol then to criminal
investigations, where he is a detec-
tive. Harrison said he became a

policeman to “catch bad guys and

putmemmjaxl"lhatjustsmmﬁ

' appealing as a young man.”

- While campaigning and chasmg
crooks, Harrison said, his “big
moment right now” is canngforhls
ailing mother. “I'm just happy I'm

mas1manonsotlmtlmhelpha

- and give back some of what was
given to me,” he said.

. Harrison said his father aban—
doned him and his mother before his
first birthday. “I know who he is, but
meresnoc(nnnnmmOn,”hesmd.
‘Harrison has vowed to rid the
t of a contro-

versial contract with a jail mnnstry
group, which has been paid more
than $300,000 to offer services to
prisoners, and return to a VQl\mteq
chaplain’s program in the jail.

John Lewis, 66, a Repnblican,
a former cl;klsr at the Tarrant Counfig
Jail and a self-employed window
washer. “Actually, I like to say ﬂm
fh::'ea Wldl:?fow cleaner, because

’s a difference in just washmg

them and actually cleaning them,
said Lewis, the most unconvention-
al sheriff’s candidate on the cam‘-l
paign stump. :

He has said that, if elected, ﬁé‘

'w111 spend more time person

helping jail personnel do their _]obs
But in the waning days of the
primary race, Lewis is still waiung
for his first contribution. i
“I’ve got one guy who says he’s
sending me $25. I haven’t got the
check yet,” he said. :

Jack

Jr, (817) 3907700
~telegram.com ! %

jld@
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SHERIFF’S RACE

- PRIMARY

L } §5
‘Tarrant election ballots , |
Camﬁdates in contested races on Tuesday‘s ballots in Tarrant Cauﬂty ‘ g
- DEMOCRATS 8
President " Don Clark L el B
- Bill Bradley H. Gerald Bintliff  Shane Harrison -
- Al Gore _ Bobby Wightman - LutherPeuy o ol
~ Lyndon H. LaRouche Jr. 1S, Rep. Dist. 12 Constable Pct.5
DE S . e D -~ Chris k:.aclo SR
~ GeneKelly Mark Greene Jim Palmer
REPUBUCANS , - o
Court of Criminal Family Diurlul.ludgc, 3
Gao:geWBush ~ Appeals, Place 1 360th Judicial Dist.
Orrin G. Hatch - Charles Holcoimb Court ,
 Alan Keyes Alan Curry John White
* John McCain Tom Greenwell R. Harold Engns’h
Charles Bass Urban Gy Williams ; gy ‘
y Bauer - John Boston Demeehrmann i
us?"ﬁ.,“mu "“""“’“32‘3.?" Rt
. Rep. Dist. 2 Appeals, Place 2 Dave Dunmy
: ia Newman . Sally Ray Dee Anderson
- MacWarren Jim Wallace David Williams
Bill Payne Pat Barber John Charles Lms bt
- James “Bryndan” Barbara Parker Brad Patterson
Wrigt -~ WB.“Bennie” House  Jim Hunter
U.S. Rep. Dist. 26 State Rep., Dist. 91
Dick Arme

Al Gonzales 2nd Court of Appeals James “Jim” Hungy Sr
Court of Criminal Dist., Place 5 Republim M
Appeals,  David Richards : _
 Presiding Jud - Sue Walker
~ Tom Price 2nd Court of Apmls

J. Gary Trichter Dist., Place 6 s

Sharon Keller Jeff Kobs *g

Connie Kelley Lee Ann Dauphinot ; e




DAVE DUNAWAY

REPUBLICAN FOR

SHERIFF

"COURAGEIS A MAN WHO KEEPS ON COMING ON" is an old Texas Ranger saying that some
of Dave's friends had inscribed and presented to him as exemplifying his conduct as a Texas Ranger,
family man, and friend. Of course, Dave generally gets his point across with a minimum of words,
thus his own saying about this sheriff's campaign is, "If a man can talk uninterrupted about himself
for 10 minutes or more, he probably shouldn't". Dave Dunaway really appreciates dialogue, not
monologue. Just try him, he knows law enforcement well because he has worked with the best and
captm'edﬁlcworst. He won't brag about any of it, but if you dare to ask, thenbeprepmdforsome
interesting conversation. Throughout his career, Dave Dunaway has refused to compromise his
integrity, honesty, and honor. This campaign has been no different. Dave Dunaway has consistently
and diligently worked for you in a calm, quiet, proficient, and professional manner. IF YOU EVER
HAVE THE NEED TO CALL ON THE TARRANT COUNTY SHERIFF, DUNAWAY IS THE
MAN YOU WANT ON THE OTHER END OF THE LINE!

Vote for Integrity
Vote for Experience
Vote for Leadership

Vote for Dave Dunaway!

Paid poiitical ad - Dunaway for Sheriff/ Charles Kiser, Treasurer / POB 170753 - Arlington, TX 76003
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" TARRANT COUNTY SHERIFF’S RACE

| Anderson
Wtrounce‘s'

A Luther‘TPe‘rry

~ is nominated
by Democrats
By JACK DOUGLAS JR.
AND GINGER D. RICHARDSON ° - 4
Star-Telegram Staff Writers Democrat David Williams
FORT WORTH — Arlington  Luther Perry wished the -
police spokesman Dee Anderson says big battleis  Republican:
won the Republican nomination  Yetio come. nominee well.
~ for Tarrant County sheriff last * :
: m;gut:t ousting Sheriff Dav1d _m_
Williams after two terms. DEMOCRATS : ;
With 96.4 percent of the | Luther Perry "";"Jf;!,f ;
precincts counted, Anderson had | ghane Harrison 203%
544 pefc@nt of the vote to 13.8 '98:5% of precincts reporting
percent for Williams. In the | pepysucans %IIFWIE
Democratic y for sheriff, | Dee Anderson 54.4%
~ Fort Worth police officer Luther | David Williams 13.8%
Perry coasted to victory. - | Dave Dunaway 10.9%
~ Speaking to cheering ?*PP"“ Brad Patterson  10.1%
ers, Anderson, 44, said: "Every- - | jim Hunter _ 5.1%
one on the [campaign] trail said | Jo;ry McGlasson 45% -
it: The citizens were ready for a | jon, Charles Lewis ~ 1.1% -
change. They were not going t0 | 6.5 of precincts reporting
support the current administration “————— =~
~ because ofall the well-document- your support, determination and diligence and for
 ed problems.” hanging in there for the long haul,” he told sup-
Late last mght Wllhams porters at a Sagmaw senior citizens center. “I have
~ wished Andersonwell. Valways beanwﬂhngtostand up for what is right,
“Jt’s been a long, long day and and I will continue to do so. I look forward for,

’Iwant to thank each of you for what God has in store for my future.”



- Marisa McGehee, a supporter, said fegative
publicity hurt Williams. “We didn’t elect him to be
a media darling,” she said. . '
“We elected him to do a job,
and he’sdoneit.” =

Former Texas Ranger Dave
Dunaway was in third place, ||
with 10.9 percent of the vote, |
followed by Fort Worth
policeman Brad Patterson with ||
10.1 percent. |

Private investigator Jim
Hunter had 5.1 percent of the
vote; Jerry McGlasson, the .
former police chief of North Richland Hills, had
4.5 percent; and John Lewis, a window washer and
former jail clerk, had 1.1 percent.

In the Democratic race, with 97 percent of the
votes counted, Perry had 70.7 percent of the vote
and Shane Harrison, a detective with the Haltom
City Police Department, had 29.3 percent.

“] feel pretty good,” Perry said. “The big fight’s
coming, but we’re going to enjoy tonight.”

Perry, 46, was endorsed in a letter by Fort
Worth Police Chief Thomas Windham, a Republi-

Williams

can who died of cancer in January. Perry had said

he expected Harrison to support him in the Nov. 7
general election if he won the primary.

Because of the number of sheriff’s candidates
in the GOP primary, observers had said the race
would probably move into a runoff next month,
with polls predicting officer Anderson and
Williams on that ballot. : :

Just days before the primary, Williams seemed
“very confident” of winning, a member of his staff
said. : :

He coordinated much of his campaign from his
Watauga home, the official said, adding, “He’s
probably been in [the office] no more than four or
five times since Y2K.”

Officials estimate that about 15 percent of Tar-

rant County’s 801,260 registered voters made it to
the polls yesterday, a bit higher than statewide pre-
dictions of 11.7 percent.
~ Since the campaign began months ago,
Williams, 46, had been in the hot seat, drawing
criticism from the other candidates, who repeated-
ly called him an “embamssmen ” to the county.
“As long as you don’t vote for the current sher-

Star-Telegram/ALISON WOODWORTH

Hugging his 6-year-old son, Justin, Luther Perry,

the Democratic nominee for Tarrant County sheriff,

- Waits for results with his wife, Anitra, last night.

iff, justice will be served,” Harrison said, pointing

~to Williams at a debate two weeks ago at the

‘Northeast Campus of Tarrant County College.
Williams, dressed in full uniform, managed an

awkward smile, but he did not speak, as several

students applauded Harrison’s comments.

Despite criticism, Williams talked about accom-

plishments in office, saying his deputies had

arrested scores of fugitives, his department had
been well-managed and the jail meets state stan-
l ] i

~ But the other Republicans in the race ques-

tioned Williams’ assertion that his department had.
nabbed 100,000 fugitives during his tenure. They -
also pointed to what they called low morale within

the department, and they said the jail operations
were in disarray, causing long delays for police
trying to book prisoners. ; ‘

Williams® challengers vowed to get albng with

members of the Tarrant County Commissioners

Court — something the sheriff has not done for

several years — and work with them on budgets

and personnel matters. : .
Unlike his last two campaigns, when he was

largely embraced by the Republican mainstream,

Williams did not raise as much money this time as

others in the race. :

. Most notable was the departure of auto parts

“dealer Ed Max, who pumped $42,000 into

Williams’ war chest in 1992. This year, Max con-
tributed $5,000 to Anderson and nothing to

Williams, saying, “We are going to have to have a

new sheriff.” :
Anderson led the field of GOP candidates in

raising money, collecting $22,690 during the last

weeks of the primary season. During the same

period, Williams reported getting $4,865.

~ Staff writer Max B. Baker contributed to this report.

: Jack Douglas Jr., (817) 390-7700
; y{} : - jld@star-telegram.com
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7'jmu|ms STORMY TENURE

- Here are some of the events that
have marked David Williams’ two
. terms as Tarrant County sheriff:
Jan.1 1993-—Mmutesafter

_palahingpolbsdogstome‘ram
~ County Courthouse when blacks

~hold a peaceful protest march, pro-
~ voked by a white man’s probation
‘ i'tlheraciaﬂymtlvatedmumrof

- ablack man.

- Summer 1995 — Wiliams cre-
,—a&ammm
assigning three deputies to work with
the Texas attomey general’s office.

March 1996 — The sheriff cre-

- ates Victim Information and Notifi-
caﬁonEvaydayoerNE an auto-
‘mated program to alert victims of
~ domestic crimes when their con-
vmdamd(etsarereleaseder

‘Wﬁtmpnson

ﬁw.sgms--‘ r
elected. 4
\ smur 18§7=-——AShedﬂ’s

Department helicopter crashes on

the grounds of Kenneth Copeland
Ministries near Eagle Mountain

-| Lake, killing two deputies and end-
"ing the chopper program for which

Williams had fought hard. Ques-
tions arose as to why the heli-

- | copter was flying over the grounds.

Sept. 27, 1997 — A 12-year-old
girl dies at Copeland Ministries
after she is hit by a motorcycle
during a biker rally sponsored by

Copeland and guarded by Sher-

if’'s Department deputies. The
girl's family files a lawsuit, alleg-

ing that deputies acted improperly
at the rally.

Aug. 20, 1998 — County com-

missioners vote unanimously to

reorganize the Sheriff's Depart-
‘| ment. The decision comes after

repeated arguments with

- Williams. Williams files a lawsuit

against commissioners but drops

it several months later. ;
June 1, 1999 — Williams srgns

a contract that sends more than

* $327,000 in jail commissary mon-

ey to a private, nonprofit ministry
headed by his friend and former
jail chaplain, Hugh Atwell. Both

men say the contract is needed to
pay for the educational and reli- -
gious needs of inmates.

July 7, 1999 — James Arthur
Livingston, a 30-year-old jail inmate,
dies after being squirted with pep-
per spray and held for more than
four hours in a restraint chair.

Oct. 2, 1999 — Williams kicks
off his campaign for a third term
by saying his department has
locked up 290,491 prisoners
since his election in 1992, He
also says his re-engineered fugi-
tive squad, which once arrested
4,000 people a year, now appre-
hends about 20,000.

December 1999 — After his mili-
tary record becomes public,

| Williams acknowledges that he was
vabsemwmnomleaveasamilﬂary

policeman in 1976. He calls the
incident an “aberration” induced by
the failure of his first marriage and
by heavy drinking, a habit that he
says he conquered years ago.
February — Atwell acknowl-
edges that he is using jail com-

missary money to pay for a $770-

a-month apartment on the edge
of downtown Fort Worth. -
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= EDITORIALS

Voters speak with decisive
voice in the race for Tarrant
County sheriff.

March 14, 2000: The day professional

law enforcement began its long-awaited

return to the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
Office.

Regardless of who wins on Nov, 7 —
Republican Dee Anderson or Democrat

- Luther Perry — this county will be better

served than it has been during the almost
ight years of David Williams’ adminis-

All either man has to do is run the jail
and communicate with the commission-
ers court to put him leagues ahead of
Williams’ performance.

Those are the qualities that voters
should be looking for in their next sheriff
— accountability, an understanding of
the basic mission of the office and a will-
ingnesstocoopemte‘fprﬂlegreatergood.
ofthecounty.'l'tiey’ﬂﬁndﬂlemineiﬂler
Anderson or Perry.

If ever Tarrant County witnesseda
mandate from voters, it came last night
evénastheballotscastincarlypolling

~ Mandate

were tallied. What had been predicted as
the firewall for the incumbent went con-
vincingly to Anderson. The Arlington
police spokesman never trailed after that.
Equally surprising was that a '
Republican primary race with seven can-
didates did not require a run off. Voters
— Republicans and the Democrats who

chose to cross lines to vote in the GOP

primary — weren’t taking any chances
that Williams might slide back into office

by making it into the April 11 runoff.

The question now is what citizens can
expect from Williams in the waning days
of his tenure. ; <

Williams has not proved to be the * -
most stable of personalities in the best of
times. No one has been able to get inside
his operations to do audits, from staffing
to equipment. No one has a clue as to

- how more than $327,000 in commissary

funds are being spent, other than that the -
money has gone to the Faith Restorative
Chaplaincy Program. :

It is to be hoped that Williams will

behave with the integrity he claimed in

his election material and leave his depart-
ment in good order for his successor.
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T got meager GOP

support across county

An analysis shows that Williams won 15 small
David Williams carried  Precincts, or 3 percent of the total,
5 e i and each of the other five candi-
only 15 small Tarrant dates won eight precincts or less.
recincts. The precincts the sheriff won
P s include Haltom City, where he once
By JAock DouGLAS JR. worked as a police officer. Other
AND JEFF CLAASSEN precincts Williams won were in
 Star-Telegram Staff Writers Lake Worth and north Fort Worth.

FORT WORTH — After con-
vincing wins in the two:previous
elections, Sheriff David Williams
mustered little support from most

. of Tarrant County during Tues-

day’s Republican primary, accord-

ingtoa Smr-Iélregram;Aanalysis of
the GOP’s primary results,

A young ‘woman who

answered the door at Williams’
Watauga home yesterday said he
would not discuss his defeat by
political novice Dee Anderson.
On Tuesday night, with the pri-
mary votes counted, Williams said
of Anderson, “I wish him the best
ofluckinhispursmtoftheposi-
tion of Tarrant County sheriff”
Williams, who was seeking a
third four-year term, also said: “1

%look forward [to] what God has in
. store for my future.”

He also won nine sparsely populat-
ed precincts where six voters or less
cast ballots, the analysis shows.
Williams did best in northeast
Tarrant County, where Anderson
received less than a majority of the
vote. But the sheriff still did not
come close to the front-runner.
Williams, 46, will remain in

office until the end of the year, at

which time the winner in the Nov. 7
general election will take over. In

o —

home.

~every part of the county except a with the Fort Worth

Anderson, 44, who is an Arling- Williams
ton police spokesman, won 80 per- :
cent of the county’s 534 voting that election, Anderson will face
precincts, outpacing Williams in Democrat Luther Perry, an officer
Police Depart-
few scattered areas, the Star ment, _
Telegram analysis showed. The base of Anderson’s vote was
Capt. Herb  Chambers, Arlington, where he won 71 per-
spokesman for the Tarrant County cent of the 18,000 votes cast. His
Sheriff’s Department and a friend best precincts were in central
of Williams’, expressed frustration Arlington and in areas just south of
over the sheriff’s crushing defeat. Interstate 20.
Asked yesterday if Williams would  Anderson also did well on Fort
talk to a reporter, Chambers said, Worth’s west side, a Republican
“He’s not giving any Interviews stronghold. He won 59 percent or
today. ... I think the guy’s taking it more of the vote in TCU-area
easy. ... precincts, 59 percent in Westover

“He just got beat after an elec- Hills and 58 percent in Ridglea.
tion. Don’t you think he needs to
take a little time off, reflect, get
some rest ... and, certainly, get his
resume going?”’ Chambers said.

Among the other candidates in
the GOP primary, Dave Dunaway
won precincts in downtown Fort
Worth, the near east side of Fort
Worth, Blue Mound and Forest
Hill, while Brad Patterson won two
large precincts in far north Fort
Worth, near Alliance Airport.

Jerry McGlasson, Jim Hunter
and John Lewis each won no more
than two precincts.

Political = observers said
Williams’ defeat was due partly to
his well-publicized problems dur-
ing his two terms in office. They
include a helicopter crash that
killed two of his deputies, his
repeated fights with Tarrant County
commissioners, his admission that
he was absent without leave while
serving as a military policeman in
1976 and a controversial contract
that he signed last year giving more

than $327,000 to a jail
group.

Jean Mayoral, a Williams’ sup-
porter during the 1996 elections,
said she voted for Anderson in the
primary this week because of the
controversies that have plagued the
Sheriff’s Department.

“Some of the things I heard
about I just didn’t agree with,”

ministry

Mayoral said as she stood in the
checkout line at Sutherlands hard-

ware store, not far f}rom Williams’

- Referring to Anderson, Mayoral
said, “1 just think he’s a good guy, a
-change of pace.” :

Williams’ bad press also seemed
to have alienated some of the
Christian conservatives who had
supported him so strongly in 1992
and 1996, said Jim Riddlesperger, a
political science professor at Texas
Christian University.

“There was a point when there
was just too much baggage for his
core supporters to stay on board,”
Riddlesperger said. ;

Williams also raised little cam-
paign money and snubbed numer-
ous invitations to political forums,
making him look “nonchalant, or
worse, arrogant,” about his chances
of winning the primary, the profes-

sor said.




It also did not help for the sheriff
to ggue publicly with the five
members of the Tarrant County
Commissioners Court, especially
County Judge Tom V: oY —

considered a local political “icon,”
i said.

~ Vandergriff said that when
tained “excellent communication”
with the court. T recall
on-one visits with Sheriff Williams,

~and I certainly enjoyed that rela; :

tionship,” the judge said.
But as questions began to arise

‘ gopuhteda;aasinfareastFortWorthandnearE

OC.hemain-;

several one-

was being managed, ° illiams ty,

Howlndmnmmmslmlﬂmmlnaﬂon ;
Arlington police rs;.golu;sman Dee Anderson won a large share of the vote in Mlng:on
and west Fort Worth voting precincts. Sheriff David Williams won precincts in Haltom
City, where he was a police officer, Lake Worth, Fort Worth's nofth side, and ﬂlﬁ:ll)y
( agle Mountain Lake. Candid% ave
unaway, Brad Patterson, Jim Hunter, Jerry McGlasson and John Charles L VisS won
several precincts in different areas. g g

accessible to commis- -

3

 “Thave nevetbadmsmm i :
quite like it in terms of ... a total
lack of communication betwegn
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Anderson surprised by his
‘margin of victory

The Arlington police
veteran took 71 percent of
the vote in his home city.

/ BY ROBERT THARP
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

ARLINGTON — By Tuesday’s
primary, Dee Anderson’s campaign
for sheriff had become a machine of
sorts, raising more than $105,000 to
conduct opinion polls, send out
campaign mailers and operate phone
banks.

But Anderson’s race also had lit-
tle things that money can’t buy, such
as his 78-year-old mother, Lillian
Anderson, and his sister, Debbie
Ptak, who stood outside a busy
Hurst polling place on primary day
drumming up support from 7 a.m. to
7 p.m. Meanwhile in Mansfield, his
wife, Rebecca, was stationed out-
side the polls at Mansfield High
School, not far from where she
works as a second-grade teacher at
Charlotte Anderson Elementary

School. 2h
- Although acknow

ledging yester-
day that he had been confident of
victory in the days before the prima-
ry, Anderson, 44, could not hide his
pleasure or surprise that he came
away with 54.5 percent of the votes
in the seven-man race. By receiving
a clear majority of votes, he avoided
a runoff election in his bid to unseat
David Williams. He will face
Democrat Luther Perry, a Fort
Worth police officer, in the Novem-
ber general election.

- “Even I didn’t dream it would

be the way it was,” he said.

After public opinion polls last

week indicated that 40 percent of
Republican voters favored him in
the election, Anderson said he
pushed hard and spent more on pro-
motional mailers. Despite the possi-
bility of a runoff, he said the bulk of
his campaign funds have been spent
on the primary.

Anderson’s victory stretched
across Tarrant County. He dominat-
ed Arlington as well as the bulk of
eastern Tarrant County. In Arling-
ton, where he has been a police offi-

cer for more than 20 years, he
received 71 percent of the votes. He
won every precinct in southeast Tar-
rant County except for a small
Grand Prairie precinct where a lone
voter cast a ballot for candidate
Brad Patterson. Anderson also had a
strong turnout in western Fort
Worth. He carried 428, or 80 per-
cent, of the 534 voting precincts.

Anderson entered the race with a
name-recognition advantage over
the other five challengers vying to
upset Williams. During the past 14
years, he has become known as the

face and primary spokesman of the
Arlington Police Department.

As spokesman, he has been a
regular fixture on TV news, provid-
ing information on crime and

edy when it occurs in Arlington.
Outings with his wife and children
are often interrupted by people who

«“Name recognition is crucial,” he
said. “Any amateur will tell you
that. The other guys in the race are a
good group, but the public just did-
't know them from being on T\{’m
their living rooms and bedrooms.

But he bristles a bit at the sugges-
tion that his victory was all about
name recognition. He stresses that
although he holds the rank of offi-
cer,hehasheenapartofﬂlePohce

t’s command staff since

he became the departm_ent’s
spokesman. In that role, he said, he
regularly takes part in high-level

“People who know me know”l m
not just a talking head on TV,” he
said.

Robert Tharp, (817) 548-5420
tharp@star-telegram.com

Off the TV screen and outside
Arlington, Anderson is known for
his 17 years working as a high
school football referee. He is the son
of Darwin Bayne “Andy” Anderson,
a well-known writer and sports edi-
tor for the now-defunct Fort Worth
Press for 26 years and then outdoors
editor for the Dallas Morning News
for 10 years. His father died in 1996.

With the luxury of widespread
name recognition, Anderson did not
follow traditional campaign tactics
of plastering the county with cam-

paign signs. He said he is proud of
his pledge to abide often-overlooked
election laws that require candidates
to post signs on private property
only with the consent of the proper-
ty owner.

Anderson used vacation time
earned in his Police Department
career to campaign for the primary,
and he’s planning to return to his job
this month and work through the
November election.

Timing for the election could not

have been better for Anderson, who

was approaching his 20-year
anniversary as a police officer when
he joined the race. That milestone is
typically a time when many police
officers start considering retirement
and a second career. The Tarrant
County sheriff receives an annual
salary of $101,400. :

As Williams’ relationship with
area police and county commission-
ers’ grew more and more antagonis-
tic last year, a group of Tarrant
County Republicans approached
Anderson in the spring and asked
him to oppose Williams in the
Republican primaries.

Although advisers remind him
that because Republicans make up
the majority of Tarrant County vot-
ers success in the November general
election is likely, Anderson said he’s
planning to campaign just as hard in
his race against Perry.

“People say it’s a cakewalk, but 1
refuse to accept that.” he said.
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3 deputies suing association

Lawsuit alleges over $60,000 in membership dues misspent

- By KAREN ROUSE

Star-Telegram Staff Writer 7

FORT WORTH — Three
deputies filed a lawsuit yesterday
against the Tarrant County Deputy
Sheriff’s Association, alleging that
its directors mismanaged the
group and misspent over $60,000
in membership dues on clothes,

cellular tel

travel, food, alcohol, pagers and
ephones.

Charles Eckert have also sought a
 restraining order against the asso-
ciation to prevent its leaders from
destroying or concealing checks,
receipts, bank statements and oth-
er records, according to docu-
ments filed yesterday in state dis-
trictcourt. i

The members are asking the
court to appoint someone to take
over the organization, conduct an

audit and call a new election of

officers, said David Sloane, attor-
ney for the plaintiffs. ‘ :
James “Mack” West, who is

Ray Bell, Marion McElroy and _

~ referred to in the lawsuit as the
- association’s agent, could not be
reached to comment, and a call to -

the association’s headquarters was
not returned yesterday.

The deputies claim that, in
1993, then-president West and
another officer, David Mann, sev-
ered the association’s ties with the
Combined Law Enforcement
Association of Texas and replaced
it with the Police Protective

League of Texas. 4

Both men were officers of the
league, the lawsuit claims.
CLEAT provided legal services
and benefits to members, the suit

not held regular meetings or elec-
tions and has not been audited, the
suit says. : :
“There have been no elections,
no accounting, no audits. They
haven’t participated in any of the

- stated objectives in the bylaws,”

Sloan said. “The members don’t

even know who the members of
the corporation are.” 2 :

In an affidavit, member Ron
Blair said that, while going
through documents in December,
he discovered a $400 check signed
by West to Luskey’s Western
Wear, and a $50 check for Chinése
food. : ' S

He aIS(l)l said he found a lettex
from a collection agency derhand-
ing $544 for cellular phone service
ters from ptl!:IecTexas Ethics Com-

‘mission that said the associ ion
wasbeipg’ﬁnedatota_lof$; for .

not filing 3 - -
Sloane said the membership
has dwindled from more than;“

Karen Rouse, (817) 390-7620. ..,
) star-telegram.com, G




How many phone calls does it take to get an
answer to a question?

If those calls are to Tarrant County Sheriff
David Williams, the answer is: 17 and
counting.

~ About a month ago, members of the
Republican Women of Arlington asked
Williams and his six GOP opponents to ~
participate in a debate at Shady Valley Golf
Club.

The opponents immediately accepted, but
‘Williams didn’t respond to the club's first call,
said Dolores Pell, group president.

So the club called Williams’ office again.
And again. And again.

“We estimate we made 17 phone calls,” Pell
said.

Each time, said Julie Hanley, another
member of the club, she was told that Williams
was in a meeting, out of the ofﬁoe or
unavailable.

- Finally, Williams sent word back that be:
was “undecided,” Hanley said. ~

It turns out that the debate was canceled :
because of bad weather. Hanley said the club
didn’t bother notifying Williams of the
cancellanon _
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© FORT wntm - Dan Goopor»
Tahmahkera, 28, aassod away Frlday,

Holling Hills Evongeﬂm Center.
- Survivors: His wife, Laurie Lowe
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 daughters, Danielle, :
'sa and Ashiey; parents, Ben F. -and Deb-
orah Tahmahkera of Fort Worth; brother,
‘Michae! Brandon Tahmahkera of Fort
mumymmmmm-
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Auditor of deputy sherlffs group to call electm

By KAREN ROUSE
Star-Telegrain Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — An accountant has taken

~ control of the Tarrant County Deputy Sheriffs’
Association’s finances and expects to call an

election for new leadership within 60 days.

A state district judge appointed Arlington
accountant Jack W. Griffith this week to audit
the ‘association almost three weeks after three
deputies sued it.

. Capt. Ray Bell, Lt. Marion McElroy and

Charles Eckert alleged that the group’s directors

used more than $60,000 of the membership’s
dues for travel, alcohol, meals, pagers, clothes

and cellular phones.
Griffith said he doesn’t expect to begln

| examining the books until after April IS the

federal tax filing deadline.
Bell, a founding member of the association,
said that the group has no clear president and

that requirements to hold elections every two
years and to have an annual audit have not been
fulfilled since 1993. Members have contributed
more than $100,000 in dues since 1993, accord-
ing to the county auditor’s office.

David Sloane, the plaintiffs’ attorney, smd
membership has dwindled from more than 800
in 1993 to less than 200 today. Group members
will get letters from Griffith within 60 days

" notifying them of the upcoming election of new

leaders, Sloane said.

Attorney Leonard Schilling said he has rep-
resented the association and members for free
for nine years. Although it is the “most disorga-

‘nized organization I have ever seen,” he said,

allegations of wrongxk)mg are “ridiculous.”

Schilling said it’s not unusual for board ‘
members to purchase cellphones or food for

meetings. Payments made to Luskey’s Western
WearmFonWorth were made to renting space,

l
l

not to buy clothes, he said, adding that he ddm'
n’t know anything about alcohol purchases.
Schilling said he does not plan to Tepresent
the association in the future.
Bellsaldheandoﬂlerdepunesleamedthqg
were problems last year when he sought tl;g,
support of the association’s directors as the T
rant County Sheriff’s Civil Service Comnnssxdn
began discussing changes to the civil servicé
rules. Another deputy later found checks and
receipts for clothes and other items, according
to court records. “We know a lot of money has
been spent. But we don’t know what for,” Be]l
said. “It could very well be legitimate.”
Former officers James West and David
Marn, who were named as defendants in %hﬂg
lawsuit, could not be reached to comment.

AF .N)A

el

Karen Rouse, (817) 390-7620
karenrouse @star-telegram.com




Extra pay sought for deputies

By KAREN ROUSE
| Star-Telegram Staff Writer
 FORT WORTH — Sheriff’s deputies
who were temporarily reassigned to work
downtown the day after the March 28 tor-
nado should get the same compensation
being given to downtown employees, a
county jail official said yesterday.
1t is unfair that deputies who were told
to leave their normal stations and report
downtown March 29 will not get paid the
double time — 16 hours in wages —
being paid to downtown employees who
reported to work, said Savala Swanson,
chief deputy of confinement at the Tar-
rant County Jail. :
.“The deputies were assigned to patrol
downtown areas ravaged by the tornado
and to work in the city’s emergency man-

who Worked after tornado

agement office, he said.

Savala is asking county commission-
ers to change guidelines to allow more
than a dozen deputies to receive double-
time pay.

The Commissioners Court meets at
10 a.m. today in the County Administra-

“tion Building, 100 E. Weatherford

Street.

The day after the tornado, county
offices were closed to all employees
except those considered “mission criti-
cal,” said Marc Flake, county informa-
tion officer. Those falling under that
description included members of the
executive staff, risk management depart-
ment, jail employees and computer per- -
sonnel.

Employees who are paid by the hour

and regularly assigned downtown who

worked received double-time pay for

eight hours, said Gerald Wright, county
1 director. -

“We decided that since only the down-
town area was affected, only those
employees that worked in those areas
would be eligible for the compensanon,”
Wright said.

- “Those employees that are temporarily

reassigned to downtown, under the cur-

rent guidelines, are not eligible to be paid
[double-time],” he said.
Salaried employees did not get the

- same compensation, he said.

Deputies who assisted after the storm

should not be excluded, Savala said.
“We had personnel to work in those
conditions for eight hours that day,” he

said.

- County commissioners are also
expected today to authorize the county
administrator to begin seeking proposals
from private companies interested in
leasing and operating the 384-bed Cold
Springs Confinement Unit, which has
been idle for five years.

County officials last year began con-
sidering leasing the former jail, located
northeast of downtown, to generate rev-
enue.

Only nonviolent, mlmmum-secunty
federal prisoners or federal agency pris-
oners may be housed at the facility,
according to county guidelines for pro—

- posals. :
The company leasing the jail will be

responmble for locatmg inmates and pro-

viding all services, staff and matenals’
needed to operate the jail.
The Sheriff’s Department Operates a
‘work-release program at the site.
Residents of the Greenway Nexghbor-

hood Association, who live about a mile"
from the facility, have asked the county to'

house only minimum-risk inmates at

Cold Sprmgs and to consider resldent&’

Karen Ronu, (8l7) 3”-7620
karenrouse@star-telegram.com -
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apples with

disaster pay policy

Commissioners reject
extra pay for employees
who worked the day
after the tornado.
By KAREN ROUSE
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Nearly 720

downtown county employees .

who were expecting to find an
extra eight hours wages in their

- paychecks for working the day
after the March 28 tornado may

be disappointed Friday.
Tarrant County commissioners
voted yesterday to suspend the

additional compensation for

employees who worked March
29 after a jail official said the

county’s policy unfairly excluded

his deputies from the pay.

About 32 deputies who nor-
mally work in the Cold’cigﬁngs
or Green Bay jails were ed in

to work downtown, but they
won’t get the additional pay
because the county’s guidelines
cover only those employees
based downtown, Savala Swan-
son, chief deputy of confinement,
told commissioners yesterday.

Yet, the deputies who were
called in patrolled hazardous
areas and worked in the emer-
gency management office the day
after the tornado, he said.

Commissioners said they
wanted to evaluate the fairness of
the policy and whether any
employee should get double-time
for working March 29. All
employees who were scheduled
to work will still be paid for eight
hours, County Auditor Renee
Tidwell said. )

The county closed its down-
town offices the day after the-
storm because flying debris and

falling glass created hazardous

conditions, County Administrator
G.K. Maenius said. However,
employees who were considered

~“mission critical” did report to

work. :
_As compensation, county offi-
cials decided that nonexempt
employees who are regularly
assigned to downtown, and did

work on March 29, would receive -

double-pay, said Gerald Wright,
county personnel director.
Salaried employees and
employees who are not normally
assigned to work downtown were
not eligible, Wright said. ‘
~ Commissioner Dionne Bagsby

- computer personnel.

-

said it was “petty” for some

employees to complain about
others getting double-time.

“Ihnsdemcapsasm myangagdf 0

Commissioner Glen Whitley
questioned why some employees
were getting double-time for
reporting to work. Commissioner
Marti VanRavenswaay said that
salaried employees also are not

ge ing the additional compensa--
m‘ . : s = ,7;7’&\
~ County Auditor Rence Tidwell

said 718 downtown employees
qualified for the double-time.
About 500 were sheriff’s
deputies,-but others were mem-
‘bers of Tarrant County’s execu-
tive staff, risk management

department, jail employees and |

- Maenius said that thepmee- '
dure had been devised shortly |
after the tornado because the |

county does not have a policy for
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Tarrant can’t pay double time

for going to work after twister

The county must devise
a policy if it wants to
pay workers extra, the
DA’s office says. :

By KAREN ROUSE
Star-Telegram Staff Writer ¥

FORT WORTH — The 750
county employees who reported
to closed downtown offices the
day after the March 28 tornado
~will get eight hours’ pay for eight
hours” work, Tar-
rant County offi-
cials said yester-
day. .
A plan to pay
some employees
double time — or §
16 hours — for
going to work to
provide crucial Ravenswaay
services is
unworkable because the county
has no policy to cover tornado
pay, County Administrator G.K.
Maenius said.

If the county wants to pay
extra, county commissioners must
deyelop a policy to cover the spe-
cific emergency, the district attor-
ney’s office advised.

All employees who were
scheduled to work March 29 will
be paid for eight hours, even if
they did not report to work, said
Ray Rike, assistant chief in the
civil division of the Tarrant Coun-
ty district attorney’s office.

Commissioners began examin-
ing the double-time policy, which
officials devised after a sheriff’s
deputy said it unfairly excluded
32 deputies:

Under the policy, only those
employees whose regular work-
station is downtown qualify for
double-time pay. Although the 32
depunes patrolled downtown and

performed other emergency
duties, they were exempt from
additional pay because they are
normally based at the Green Bay
or Cold Springs jail facilities out-
side downtown.

- Savala Swanson, chief deputy'

‘of confinement, asked commis-
sioners last week to consider
changing the policy so that it
would be fair to all employees
who worked after the tornado.

Swanson said it would be fair
that all county workers be com-
pensated  the
same.

“That’s fair.
That’s all I ask
for,” Swanson
said yesterday.

718 downtown
- employees slated
to get double-
time unul commissioners decided
to re-examine the policy. .

About 500 are sheriff’s
deputies. Others are members of
Tarrant County’s executive staff,

risk management department, jail

employees and computer person-
nel. :
Maenius said the policy had

been devised shortly after the tor-
nado because the county does not

have a compensation pohcy for
such disasters. The commission-
ers did not create a policy yester-
day but are expected to develop

one that covers weather disasters.

In other business, commission-
ers approved a plan to begin

accepting proposals from compa- -

nies to lease the Cold Sptmgs jail
unit and operate it as a minimum-
security jail. The vote was 3-2;
Commissioners Marti Van-
Ravenswaay and Dionne Bagsby
voted against the plan, saying

they didn’t think the county

should be usmg jail faclhtles to

There were

p = 3 e
=t Just ph;losophtcaﬂy don’t
want to look at raising revenue by
selling jail cells,” Bagsby said.
VanRavenswaay said she m 3
't “like the idea of making mon- -
ey oifthepﬂ tx I'Venéih‘"
hm :

as a way to raise revenue. M

‘the proposal, only minimum-
security federal pnsomwom
be accepted there. Lo

' Kamkme,(’smmva 2
karenrouse @ star-telegram.com
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e —— — 7 ‘ hadaskedBushwrlwryeswrdaym
' . Bk e demand Williams’ res:gnauon for

: making the slurs.
“These recent statements by a
: man who Bush chose for a leader-
a e e ship position in Texas raise serious

questions about the kinds of

appointments he would make as
president,” said Hazel Faulke-

' Obey, chairwoman of the Texas
agency =
: Bush,whonamedWilhamsw'
: the commission in 1997, has said

he was unaware of those comments
whenhemadeWillmmslhcpmls

leader R i
; ‘ “We ha his
e uon,”leiust:,:pokﬁmaankeJmes

said. “We respect the work that he’s
done in law enforcement, and we
agree with his decision.”

resigns i
of the black community in Mar-
shaﬂsaldﬂ)eyplantoask!heMar-

shall City Commission to fire

Williams as police ghief. |
Chief leaves Bush-ass1gned Several hundred people metata
post after racial remarks . church Monday night and said they
: 4 ; - would send petitions to the City
‘ WAWP'“’ x ; ion when it meets April
i Williams did not indicate in his

mmm mmmed'yem 1 top + statement whether he would resign
law enforcement post to which Geetge Ww. as police chief. He did not return
Bushass:gnedhlmﬂ FaE calls to The Associated Press yes-
; L CORSIRE ' %~ terday. His staff said he is undergo-
ng cancer treatment.
Ikdldsaymﬂ\emlaseﬂmathe
regrets the remarks.
“I@ologlzetoﬂmsewhowete‘
offended by my previous com-
Manddeeplymgretnotmak
mgmypomtsclemmeveryone

- “As you know, I ha\fe beeﬁ soncerned,” he

stricken thh a serious ﬂlmsa
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Outstanding leadership
Being called to assist with the recent
tornado situation, I had the opportunity to
work with the Arlington and Fort Worth
police departments as well as the Tarrant
County sheriff’s office. I was impressed
with the professionalism, dedication and
compassion that the officers displayed
during the crisis.
IwanttoalsocommendChlechputy
Hank Pope for his outstanding leadership
during this crisis. Despite the recent criti-
cism of the sheriff’s office, I can say from §
personal experience that it is staffed with
some excellent officers and leaders.
Mike Honeycutt
Tmnt County constable, Pct. 7

Mansfield

No Bush? That was OK

As a law enforcement officer who
worked downtown in the aftermath of the
March 28 tornado, I take issue with your
recent editorial criticizing Gov. George W.
Bush for not appearing at the scene. Most
of the emergency personnel with whom I
worked and talked were grateful that he

~ decided against making an appearance.

Many of those were Fort Worth police
doing aﬁnejobofreduecungtraﬁc—

detmmxmngwhohadamasontobedown-
town. Those duties would’ve been more
difficult with the added concerns of hav-
ing a presidential candidate in the area.

I don’t know the reason for the gover-
norsdecmon,bumwasmthebestmm
est of everyone ssafetyandgettmgmmgs
cleaned up wnthout unnecessary confu

, 8o
L ' i Lance Rodman
= W&WWWM
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Sheriff’s bid
tactic faces
legal inquiry

Commissioners say the merger of
two services binds his successor.

By KAREN ROUSE
¢ Spar Telograoh Sl Weiter .,

FORT WORTH — Tarrant County commis-
sioners have hired an attorney to challenge
Sheriff David Williams’ plan to merge the
jail’s religious and commissary services under
one contract and award it to a single provider.

The court voted to hire attorney Khieber
Miller of the Fort Worth firm Shannon,
Gracey, Ratliff and Miller yesterday, the Sher-
iff’s Department’s deadline for taking bids.

Commissioners said they are challenging
the merger becaue it unfairly binds his suc-

cessor to a five-yeur contract, which is expect- -

ed to be awarded Monday. Williams, who
unsuccessfully sought a third term,
leaves office Dec. 31. :

- After Dec. 31, Williams “will

Rabbi Marc Ben-Meir, said “we

four years, so they must have
intended for it to surpass one
term,” Hester said. 2
_ Afive-year contract will always
overlap over a four-year term
regardless of when it is awarded,
Hester said.
Dee Anderson, the Republican
candidate for sheriff, said during a
visit with commissioners yester-
~ - day that Williams’ move appears
to be an attempt to secure a posi-
tion for his friend, former jail
chaplain Hugh Atwell, after
Williams leaves office. '
‘Last year, Williams used the
$327,873 left in the commissary
fund to contract Faith Restorative
Justice Chaplaincy Inc., a non-
profit created by Atwell, to pro-
vide religious services to the
-inmates and jail. :
“The motivation is to tie the
current ministry staff into the con-
tract and to assure them income
from the county for five years
down the road,” Anderson said. “1
“believe he is trying to firm up a
situation that he has had in place.”
Atwell could not be reached to
comment, but his spokesman,

action on the commissary
which is currently held by Mi

“have no further voice in matters
pertaining to the department,”
County Judge Tom Vandergriff
said. “It’s premature and unwise
on his part to think in terms of try-
ing to dictate policy into the dis-
tant future.” - ;
~ Commissioner J. D. Johnson
said: “We don’t feel that it is prop-
er for this sheriff to try to tie the
hands of the newly elected sheriff
for the next five years.”

-Commissioner Marti Van-
Ravenswaay said the new sheriff
should be able to decide how the
commissary and ministerial pro-

- Williams, who rarely speaks to
rters or appears publicly, did
not attend the commissioners
meeting and could not be reached
to comment. : ;

- Assistant Chief Deputy Larry

Hester said the five-year term for

* the contract was established by the
Legislature. The Legislature “is

aware the sheriff’s term is only

are in the bidding process.” He -

declined to discuss Atwell’s pro-
posal further. "
Commissioners declined to
comment on whether Atwell was a
factor in their decision to hire an
attorney. i
to provide commissary services
had expired last year but that
Williams had made no attempt to
rebid it. “The time ran out last
year and there wasn’t any urgency
then,” he said. “To do it now, in
my opinion is purely political.”
Hester denied that the contract
was being combined to “secure
somebody’s job. :
“It may not be Atwell” who
gets the contract, he said. :
Hester said Williams delayed

States Services of Dallas,
“because he did not wish it to

bepomeg.poliﬁcaltopicduringthc

He said combining chaplaincy
and commissary programs bene-
fits inmates and county employees
with expanded services such as
“chaplaincy services, character or
ethics training for employees and
hopefully for inmates.”

The bids are expected to be
opened by today, Hester said.

The commissary, which sells
items such as toiletries and snacks
to prisoners, generates about
$200,000 in sales each month,
county officials said.

Karen Rouse, (817) 390-7620

_ karenrouse@star-telegram.com
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Shenff : wduld
link ministry
and commissary

They would be included in a contract

set to begin in June.

BY JACK DOUGLAS JR.

Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Tarrant County Sheriff David
Williams is considering signing a lucrative five-year
contract that includes jail minister Hugh Atwell,
whose past business relationship with the sheriff has
drawn criticism from county commissioners.

County officials said Atwell, the director and
founder of Faith Restorative Justice Chaplaincy, has
teamed up with Aramark Correctional Services to
offer commissary and ministry services at the Tar-

 rant County Jail. :

| Neither Williams nor Atwell

- could be reached for comment.
Rabbi Marc Ben-Meir, a jail chap-
lain and spokesman for Faith
Restorative, said the group, if
awarded the contract, will offer
“high-quality, responsible ser-
vice.”

Aramark’s bid was opened this
week, about a month before the
end of a one-year contract
‘between Williams and Atwell.
That agreement gave Faith
Restorative more than $327,000
in commissary money to run a jail
ministry program.

County Judge Tom Vandergriff
has said the current arrangement
has bordered on “outrage,”

because Sheriff’s Department
officials have said they do not
know how the money has been
spent. '
Atwell has acknowledged that
part of the money was used to rent
a $770-per-month apartment on
the edge of downtown Fort

Worth, but he has not elaborated

what has been done with the rest
of the funds, totaling $327,872 in
four equal installments. :
Atwell has said he used the
apartment exclusively as an
- office. ’

Vandergriff and other members
of the Commissioners Court say
they want the jail ministry to be
returned to religious leaders will-
ing to volunteer their time and
services. :

But Williams proposed a five-
year agreement that would place
the commissary and the jail min-
istry under one contract, set to

begin June 1.

~ Besides the Aramark-Faith
Restorative proposal, Swanson
Services Corp., with a regional

office in Grand Prairie, has bid for
the contract.

Ben-Meir said the contract
calls for a “long-term project to
develop a continuity of services.”

However, county commission-
ers have hired a lawyer to fight
Williams’ plan, saying it is wrong
for him to start a program that
would continue for more than
four years after he leaves office.

Williams, who is serving his
second term, was defeated in the
March 14 Republican primary
election and must step down at
the end of the year. The two lead-
ing candidates for the office —
Luther Perry, a Democrat, and
Dee Anderson, a Republican —
have said they disagree with
Williams® plans and do not want
the commissary and the chaplain™
program linked in any way.

Under Williams’ proposal, +
profits generated from the com-
missary would fund the chaplain
program, according to Larry Hes+
ter, assistant chief deputy of the -
Sheriff’s Department.

The commissary, commonly
called the “banana cart,” sells
snacks, toiletries and books to
inmates. It is one of the most -
profitable ventures in the jail, with
gross sales averaging $200,000 a
month, County Auditor Rene Tid-
well said. 7t !

Debbie Albert, a spokeswoman-
for Aramark’s headquarters in
Philadelphia, said it is too early to- -
talk about the bid. “We wouldn’t
comment on a business venture
that hasn’t been approved yet,”"
Albertsaid. |

Jack Douglas Jr., (817) 390-7700
jld@star-telegram.com ;
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Police officers, investigators
and medical personnel who had:
contact with Morales underwent:
physical examinations and took
antibiotics at midweek, said Fort
Worth police spokesman Lt.
David Burgess.

Morales eritered the 400-t
Wackenhut facility in north Eart
Worth on March 31, according o
Larry Todd, a state prison:
spokesman. Information on lhs’
initial offense was unavailable. _ " -

An mv&sugator with the pnsOn
system’s internal affairs division_
is checking into the death as a
routine matter, Todd said. ¥l

Fort Worth police are com--r
cerned about documents that
appear to catalog Morales’ deteri-
orating medical condition daily
from April 19 until he was taken
to the hospital Monday, accordipg
to sources within the department.”

Illnesses that killed prisoner
poss1bly undiagnosed for days

By KaTay SANDERS the emergenc
AEHE e TG o il Wil ~ Medical gCent);: ogglhzf‘. 1;11:;: On April 23, Morales Sh“m
- FORT WORTH — A prison called because medical staffers When he walked and requlreg
inmate who died this week ata initially believed that Morales help With tasks such as pic
local hospital suffered from ~ may have been assaulted. He ©ut 2 shirt and pants, the so
pneumonia and meningitis, ail- arrived at the hospital with cuts, said, describing entries in the
ments that police say may have bruises and swelling on the left infirmarylog. ’*
gone undiagnosed for days. side of his head, a Fort Worth The log says that Morales
~David Morales, 43, of San police report said, | taken to the doctor Monday,
was an inmate at Wack-.  An autopsy revealed an infec- SOUrces said. He later arrived‘a!t.
enhut Corrections’ North Texas tion in Morales’ brain and lung, the hospital complaining
Intermediate Sanction Facility, Deputy Chief Medical Examiner headache and was sedated wk
4700 Blue Mound Road. The pri- Dr. Marc Kraus diagnosed the ill. he became combative, the poh@
vately run facility holds prisoners nessasstaphmmmmandbac_ report said.
whose parole has been revoked terial meningitis. Morales was  10var, Morales’ sister, said he-
on technicalities. buried yesterday. was incoherent when he called
Morales was pronounced dead  Officials are awaiting results of ~Der Sunday night.
shortly before 4 p.m. . Monday in  lab cultures to verify the cause of “The guy nexttohlmhadto
: == talk for him and he said, “You've
Qeatn; Dut county Nealn ONICIass, — got to do something because no
cautioned that the meningitis wh§ one’s paying attention to him,’ ”
secondary to an aggressive cake Requests for information from she said yesterday. iy
of staph pneumonia, said Dr. AIe— Wackenhut were referred to Pat “I have a lot of conccm
cia Hathaway, medical director of Cannan, the company’s Tovar said. “But I'll have to
the Tarrant County Public Hea{tb spokesman in Florida. Cannap to my lawyer first.” 213
Department. ; declined to answer questlons o oo 3‘1,‘
Meningitis is an inflammation about any treatment Mora1e§ m:&m(kknmcm Ba}s
of the membranes covering phg; , | might have received. o % i)
brain, Hathaway said. s e Inastatemcntreleased'l‘huts— = e
“This is not the highly contar; day, the company said it is work-
gious form,” she said. o it ing closely with the health depatt-

ment and the medical examiner’s;
office. It said that *prelmnnh;y

reports of Morales’ death “do not:
indicate the need for special pue-
cautions.” ;

The police report said Morqtq
complained to prison officials and.
to his sister, Cecilia Tovar, that he:
had hit his head on a locker April
11. Morales asked to see a doctor +
April 15, ﬂlereportsa.ld,andwas
‘'seen four days later. : ; s

The Police Depamncnt
said the infirmary log hsted
Morales as suffering from nause
and vomiting on April 19. The
next day, it was noted that Morales
was holding his head, complainihg
of headaches and stiffness, and
was slow to react, the sources,

said. The log says that Morales;
denied having pain in his neck

.
b d
t
.
Al

ﬁ thafhewasabletntouchhlsdph

to his chest, the sources said.
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~ Sheriff and chief

If I am not mistaken, one of outgoing
Sheriff David Williams’ battle cries during
the past two years has been that he is the
chief law enforcement officer of Tarrant
County and that he was responsible for the
good times and safe streets that the
residents are enjoying.

It seems to me that only one chief was
constantly in the field meeting with
officers and residents who were affected
by the recent tornado. There were some
sheriff’s deputies providing traffic control
in Arlington as well as in downtown Fort
Worth. There were also officers from most
‘Tarrant County municipalities doing the
same thing, for which they deserve our
thanks and gratitude.

Fort Worth Police Chief Ralph
Mendoza is to be commended for his
quick response to this disaster and for his
straightforwardness with the media and
 the residents of Fort Worth. I have yet to
~see the sheriff act in such a manner, but
why should I have expected it in the first
To all who were affected by this
horrific storm, you have my prayers and

best wishes
S John P. Knight
G Tarrant County
Sheriff’s Department, 1996-98
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Ritual performed
for Tarrant inmate

By JACK DOUGLAS JR.
- Star-Telegram Staff Writer
- FORT WORTH — A religious
ritual was performed Sunday for
a Tarrant County Jail inmate
considered to be possessed by
- demons.

Several officials called the cer-
emony an. “exorcism,” while a jail
spokesman described it as an
“individual religious service” that

An unnamed volunteer chap-

lain conducted the ritual, replete

with chants, about 8:30 a.m., in an
attempt to expel evil spirits from a
38-year-old man charged with
sexually assaulting a child, Sher-
iff’s Department officials said.

‘Authorities did not officially

identify the inmate or disclose

whether he asked for the service.
They also did not say who

Rabbi Marc Ben-Meir, a jail

 chaplain and spokesman for F;
- Restorative, did not return re
telephone calls. Hugh Atwell,

director of Faith Restoratwe, was

- also unavailable.

Sheriff David Williams i&
expected to award a five-year, mul-
timillion-dollar contract this week
to operate both the jail’s ministry
and its commissary. Faith
Restorative has joined with Ara-
mark, a national company offer-
ing a variety of services to jails,'in
an effort to win the contract. '

became “loud and potenually dis- deemed him to be demonized.

ruptive.” : (More on INMATE on Page 11A)

} . Fope - oo TROALT semoe\' e ivéséconducted:’“_' din a
“I can’t tell you anytlmg other separate room away from other

_than I’'m investigating it at this
time,” said Capt. Dan West,head of
‘the Green Bay jailunit.

The service was held in a private

- room at Green Bay, which is in the
northeast part of the county, said

- Capt. Herb Chambers, Shenff’
Department spokesman. -

- After the ceremony, the volun-
tcer chaplain was instructed to
leave the jail and his security per-
mit was taken from him, at least
temporarily, Chambers said.

The volunteer chaplain per-

';fermed the ceremony, with full-
time jail chaplain Allen Faries pre-
sent or nearby, officials said.

Faries, who is a paid staff mem-

ber of Faith Restorative Justice
Chaplaincy, the operator of the
county jail’s inmate ministry ser-
vices, could not be reached to com-
ment.

-ijail,“mduwassmpped
- Later in the day, he called the

mc1de’nt an md1v1dual rehgwus :

semce

inmates. The service became more -

loud and potentially dlsrupuve to
the security of the facﬂlty,”

mm i@\ e ,-

c “Am:rﬁesavwe,”hc said, “the
paid chaplain became concerned
‘about the possible disruption and
contacted” other officials w@

 Faith Restorative “to report

mmmtmd seek direction.”

 Asked about jail policy concern- ‘

ing unusual religious rites, such
an exorcism, being performe
behind bars, ‘Chambers said: “Our
@mmm holds that ministry ser-
wvices cannot be disruptive to the

"saﬁc!yanﬂsecuntyofme confine-

} Bm,headded,“ldon’tknow’ﬂ’_
':‘anybodysmtrolﬂeforﬂns” :

Chambers said he does n

. ~ know whether the inmate asked f

Chambers said early yesterday 7
that “something like” an exorcism
was begun inside the Green Bay a

ﬂwceremony ~
The | prisoner remained in Jéﬁ
y, but his attorney wouldﬁ“l

: naIlowhnilmtalktoareporter s

~ “I don’t want him talking to
anyone until 1 know what's goﬁﬂ%

~on,” said attorney Ken Gordon.

Jack Douglas Jr., (817) 3907700
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