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A pretrial l'nqng‘ scheduled

today for indicted Tarrant |
County Sheriff Don Carpenter

3 mﬂmm%) has been postponed because

the special prosecutor is still
recovering from an automobile
accident this month.
_ Rockwall District Attorney
SESEEEE | Galen Sumrow faxed a motion
70_'%0 ‘% to 37 1st District Judge Bill Bur-
,;l + 1990 Census dock yesterday afternoon ask-
ing for a continuance. In the
Surrwowsaadadoctorhadordamdhtmto {

|stop workmg forthroeweeksandundargo physi-
lcalﬁlorapv

deocksadhewmnotdelayCarpemers.hme
mdunlesshemceuvesafomnlrequestfrm

Carpenter,ﬁo hasbeenonpudleaveofab—

. mesinoeJamary Hewasmdicteqummonm ) |

Lastm twomorelhdlcn'rmumn- “

7 mmmst(:arpane; m,u"?yw‘ﬁ{""""
MMwmmmMm




\
.

’
7/

OO
N

N\

LS .
7/
’
/
4 V4 ’
YL,
4 r 7 4
-\\ 4 r .\ -!\ »
"V / g
SIS /
’ y g F
S
) 2
7/
/ /

it

r .
’ s
TS
J 4 ’
4 ’
p 4 y ;A
’




4. jyrtal will b ot Tolar

' Saturday, wn-am,/m~vw@wm.<,, AP

i n cusdmmmmy
mmaéam#gahmmlm br%mdinhmﬁm o

yearswasa ‘

tshc ;l"’a’rram gmtv
riff’s Depa

Ahfgcr r’:ﬂ{mmf he

he lived untll £ 3967 when
‘he moved to Weather-
L ,ford to live wl? his

1ndu1hbvhlswlh"
of 57 years, Ruby

s 8.nmr Kearney. He

¢ %:mmhor
Iytoc nic Masonic
and the Fort
rth Police Ofnurs !
S"S"&n‘&""‘m :
a r
law, Janis and mws
Sauders,
o randdaughhrs and
usbands, Karen and
David %) iverThora;
Plano and Dinana and
Tom Kern, Fort Worth;
.medsms Bryan
~ James and ho?rr:
omas Kern,
mﬂ\.mmtréusnfons

Funeral

wmb' m. Sunday
at Whlto‘s ;.umnl

el
e i Fanerl
s
ome, Weatherford, |
_817-594-3811

|

Virgil Bruce Lee

"ty sheriff’s deputy,

W‘mfrod Bryan Keamey
QATHﬁsR*- y |
EORD — Winfred |
~ Bryan Kearney, a
~ retired Fort Worth E
police detective
and Tarrant Coun-

‘died Thursday at
~his Weatherford
~home. He was 91. |
j Funcral will be at 2p m. Sunday
" at White’s Funeral Home in Weath-
erford Burial wﬂlbemTolarCema- |
teryin Tolar.
. Mr. Kcameywasbom mCo
County and lived in Comanche u
til 1934, when he moved to qut
Worth
Mr. Keatney/doined  the. Fort)
‘Worth Police Department in 1936
and for three years was assigned to
“the police force at Casa Manana
during the Texas centennial..
‘ Heréttredftomthepdlcefome
a detective in 1964 and joined
Sheriff’s Department, - Where he
served eight years. :
After retiring from the Shcnﬂ's ‘
Dopartment in 1972, Mr. ney
_moved to Tolar. He had lived in
‘Weatherford since 1987.
. Hewasamemberof?olyteduc*
‘Masonic Lodge No. 925 and the
Fort Worth Police OﬂidmA;wci:
tion He wagaMahodist_ o
Mr. Kearney’s wife, RubyBauner

‘Sumwn. Dmglmr,kms&nndemof'
Weathelford, twopandehnldren,andm

KELLER — Virgil Bruce Lee, a | great-grandchildren.

retired constable for the Tarmnt
- County Sheriff’s Department, died | e
i Wed;:gesday at his Keller home. He
- was

Funeral was Friday at Keller
Church of Christ, where he was a

member. Burial was in Elizabeth

Cemetery near Roanoke. J.E. Foust |

& Son Funeral Directors in Grape-

vmewasinchargeofarrangements. #

Mr. Lee was born in Justin and

lived in Keller most of his life.
chasafﬁmermayorofxener

- 1990.

Survwm.Son.BlllWllotKellm‘

sister, Juanita Morris of Grand Prairie;
‘ graudchildren

three grandchildren; iud five M

" i

S S

His wife, Lela Pearl Lee, died in |










delayed because
~ prosecutor hurt

By BILL HANNA ;
FonWonhSanm w
FORT WORTH — A judge today indefi-
mtelypostponedtheJune8tnalofSﬁenﬂ'Don |
‘Carpenter because the special pmsecutor W
. undergoing physical therapy for i my;nes suf- x;
~ fered in a wreck. ‘
In asking for a cog}muanee. Rodmmll‘l Dis- 4
tnet,AttomeyGa!cn umowquu; e
'lm ordmw doctor 0 ungerso i

A
3
il
,s‘

A‘..’

liafcmmnestogghbaékud nqck&u;m
spvntc ;qdachcs, which impair my a

i th ; d- Swnmw,‘
' Mem&

Judge Bill Burdock the
’&tsﬁ?he %otsetancﬂrﬁleddmm
/' Summwhasbeen Cleared by a doctor.

Carpenter, 60, did notattend the
,nmwpmm fi ; rom the -
: motdundpcﬂmg'm mvm
,.;mwmmmawwewm
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Greenwood Funeral Home
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; ;iceonflkmy sheptrerd| I shall nof want,
He maketh me fo lie doan in green pastures:

In Memory Of L il .

A Jgt. .['[oyd E. Easter e leadeth me the still wafers.
Who Departed This Life

s o paths o ciphless s rame’s e
S yﬂwgdwﬁcwﬁyy

9:30 a. m. d"omlay
June 1, 1992 the shadow of deatt, I will fear no evil”
gmnm«l C’ﬁa/’l[ ﬁr“’w ”/.,"‘“,. @MMJKI :%
i they comfor! me. g[au;wm/ah“
. Chaplatn Bob Cox o
Tarant eounly Jﬁmff Py mlpaztmnl:

Entombment

He restoreth my soul- He leadeth me in the

before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oif. my cup
runnelf; over . . . Surely goodness and’
mercy shallfollow me all the days

of my life: and' I will dwell in the







;/le Lord rs my shepherd, 9 shall nof wanl. | »

FHe maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
He leadeth me beside the still walers.

.7/é NJ/DNM. ”77 .V)II[.}/é /ear/e/ﬁ me in MQ

/m/[.x o/”riyﬁlemlsne.m ﬁr his name’s sake . . o

Yea, though T walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil-

Jor thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff
they comfort me. Thou preparesi a lable

|| before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head wilh oil; my cup

' runneth over ... . Surely goodness and

' mercy shall follow me all the days |

iy 56 and T willdoullin e [

house of the Bord for ever ...

T T

wml'fomerluwoﬁicermthe
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" Establish prison tent standards now

~ Texas Attorney General Dan Morales
hasissued a legal opinion clearing the way
for counties to use tents to incarcerate
prisoners backed up in county jails.

To do that, the counties will need gui-
dance from the Texas Commissionon Jail
Standards, which mustestablishrulesand
regulations for use of tents and other alter-

‘native facilities. Also, counties must set .

up contingency plans for them —just in
case they decide to use them.

Some counties, especially urban coun-
ties such as Tarrant, have expenencgd jail
crowding and so have built new jails.

If jail overpopulation continues, cogn-‘
ties must be in position to use alternative
facilities such as tents.

As quickly as possible, the commission. |
should set rules for them and counties |

should make plansfor them. Tents won’t

be the complete answer, but they can be |
_animportant partofit. =~ |

" This is a welcome decision.

: “We are calling for a boycott of | “Time Warner Inc. obviously isa |
S o B _' Time Warner and the record be- f companywnhnomofmﬂj\u- ‘-!‘
. cause of its contents and inflamma- | tice. We want to do whateverwecan
| tory lyrics,” said Mack West, presi-  tobring pressure on them topull the
v dent of the deputies group. “Weare  song and keep radio stations from
an ers asking for a voluntary ban on play- | playingit.”
ing Ice-T’s song Cop Killer bylocal = Six s Over Texa
\ PEDG, Ot . radio stations because we do not Bruce Neal said the theme park has
need any more unnecessary vio- no connection with Warner
0 lce lence in this world.” 5 N : R R R Bty L
- West said yesterday that plansare “Six Flags has no connection
’ g ]an to includien at:‘lc of Time Warner’s m«w:t&hwm R:;:;d
fficers’ groups pls holdings boycott, which in- | Company. We were unaware of the
9 2 p clude Six Flags Over Texas, one of recording in question until today
Time Warner boycott  issixaffiliated theme parks, aswell | Our businessisstrictly family enter-
By FRANK PERKINS as its popular Time Life Books se- tainment,” Neal said yesterday
Y ries. ' Anne Brackbill, a womar
o ¢ " TheAustin-based CombinedLaw | for Time Warner, said the twoenti-
FORT WORTH — Asongbyrap womem Am‘ﬂmorrm twswmdm!mmm .
star Ice-T that law officers say advo- | which has 12,000 members, islead- | | mm"’””}m e
cates killing police has the Tarrant | 08 the GOYCOR A pir A et e
County Deputy Sheriffs Associa- menm;}sdlym {
tion joining with a statewide police | S5 DR on Delord said. | N
e B by Wamir. | 0 T O s B
g g vt e IR e Tkl e N
ST \ that there is a trashy side to the N
OO company that owns their - n

i g e e i e e i
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thmk anyonecan mwrpret anythmg
" that Six Flags does as anything but
wholesome, family entertainment,’
she said.

Six Flags theme pm became af- |
filiates of Time Warner in Decem-
~ ber. However, Six Flags Over Texas
 is privately owned and is m
by Six Flags Corp., which owns and

{

. The soigg was issued March 27on
an album titled Body Count featur-
ing Ice-T and the group Body Count,

said Warner Records spokesman'

- Bob Merlis.

Cop Killer contains these lyrics, |
asreprinted in the Dallas Police As- |
- sociation’s May 29 newsletter:

I've got my 12-gauge sawed-off.

I'vegot my headlights turned off.

I’'m ’bout to bust some shots off.

I’'m "bout to dustsome cops off.

A chorus repeats the refrain:
“Die, die, die pig, die. —— the po-
whHees

Other lyrics include the phrase
“I'm a —— cop-killer.”

George Hinojosa, Ice-T’s long- !

time manager, responded angrily to
the proposed boycott.

“The way I look at it is I'm not a
strong supporter of book burning or
witch hunts,” he said yesterday.
“That’s what I’d call what they’re
doing. If people don’t like us, sorry.
That’s tough. Ifthey wantto work on
something, they ought to work on
the police being more honest and

- less brutal.”

Cop Killer, Hinojosa said, is like

 all of Ice-T’s material. “All his songs

aremoviesand. . . hetakesdifferent

: rolesmhxssongs In CopKiller, he’s

a kid who’s been victimized by po-
lice more than once and he’s tired of

/it. And that’s the sentiment felt in

his community — which is who he
writes for.”

Howard Klein, who is general

manager of Ice-T’s record company,
Sire Records, and is executive pro-
ducer of Body Count, said yester-
day that he had not heard of a boy-
cott, and he defended the song as
being protected by the Constitution.

Police officers, he said, should try
to “put themselves in the shoes of
young black men growing up in
America.”

“Ice-T didn’t shoot a policeman
orbeatone into the hospital. The LA

- police force is very badly led. Some-

thing’s rotten in the LA police force
and that’s the police force Ice-T and

‘Body Count grew up with. It’s a

police force that views them differ-
ently than they do w‘_hite pepple.”

| across the country. i

L TR L

1 few wee
already gotten letters of support

7 / /// 4 /’
The song protests the beating of -

black Los Angeles motorist Rodney

King by several white Los Angeles
police officers, who were acquitted
last month of charges involving the
beating. The verdict triggered some
of the worst race riots in U.S. histo-

ry.
Ice-T could not be reached for

" operates six other themc parks \ comment yesterday.

The president of the Fort Worth

Police Association, David Man-

| ning, said he is certain his organiza-
tion will join the boycott.

“I haven’t heard the song myself,
but if the words to it are like those I
heard it contams, 1 think it is appal-
. ling that a major record company

. would put its label on trash like
" that,” hesaid. “The FWPOA isdead
| set against anythmg that calls for
 killing police.”

DeLord said he is hoping to ex-
- pand the boycott nationwide. He
' has contacted the 130,000-member
' National Association of Police Offi-
' cers and the smaller but equally
powerful Fraternal Order of Pohce
for their support.

what helpthey can giveusinthenext
" DeLord said. “We’ve

~ from many, many police depart-

the public who want tojoin usinany
action we take.”
Arlington Police Association

is helping organize Thursday’s news
conference for CLEAT because Arl-
. ington is centrally located and be-
. causeofthe proximity of Six Flags.
“I believe Six Flags Over Texas
will be the focal point at this point,”
- Chumley said.
' Hesaid a CLEAT representatnve
. read the words to the song to him
~ yesterday morning.
“I think they’ll find a lot of police

officers are going to be shocked,”
- Chumley said, referring to Time

" Warner.
West, of the Tarrant deputies

* group, said the beating of King was
deplorable but said Ice-T’s song is
not the way to calm the still-tense
relations between the police and the

. public.

. DeLord contends that the record

- company issued the song to capital-

" ize on the public anger from the
Kingbeatingand the resultingriot.

. “We want to show them that if
they make market decisions like

' “They will be meeting to demde« ¢ |

ments and from many members of |

President Darrell Chumley said he

Bob Merlis, a spokesmah for
. Wamer Records, said DeLord’s

| comment is untrue.

“The record predates the Califor-
. nia riot. As the rappers say, ‘We
- didn’t cause it; we telegraphedit,’ in

 the sense that they foretold the vio-

' lence that was coming,” he said.
KJMZ/100.3 FM, one of thelead-

| ing rap and heavy-metal stations in
 the area, will not air the song, said
' 'Warren Brooks, operations mana-
| ger of the station’s parent, KHVN/
"1 97 AM in Dallas.
#. “It has not played on our air, nor

\

~ will it,” Brooks said. “It’s language

/| is a little too rough for us.”

" Ice-T and Body Count performed
' Cop Killer when Lollapalooza
; stopped at Dallas’ Starplex Am-
pxtheater in August, and again in
March when the band headlined a
show at Dallas’ Deep Ellum lee

"nightclub.

Klein also said he doesn’t antici-
- pate the recording being pulled from
'storesorthe songbelngdeleted from
future pressings of the CD. :
“If it’s my decision to make, no
Ice-T song will be edited or pulled
Iout of stores,” he §2id. !
. Staff writer Ellen O’Brien contribut-
‘ed to this report. g

tlus, then there is a definite econom-

_ic downside to that process,” De-
lordsaid.

,:’ Va4
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Warner Bros. can’t b

Wednesday P.M., June 10, 1992/ Fort Worth bm-lu_agimn \\\

rap: Get with the cops!

Body Count , the album by rapper Ice-T, '
start s witha little section— we can ‘texactly |
call it a song — titled Smoked Pork. !

Sr oked pork, for the uninitiated, is ghet-
to sl ing for cooked pig or killed cop.

Y uhear the voice of Ice-T summoninga
polic : officeronthe pretext of needing help. |
You 1ear the footsteps of the officer and his
inquiry. And then you hear the gunshot.

These bad dudes have just smoked them- |
selves some pork. You don’t have to be |
street-smart to get the message. 1,

But just in case you didn’t, there is Cop |
Killer, another ditty in which the singer is |
“ .. .’bout to bust some shots off . . . ’bout |
to dust some cops off.” ‘

Ad this, Howard Klein, general mana- |
ger of Ice-T’s record company, Sire

Records, says is what the framers of the |

Constitution had in mind when they draft-
ed the First Amendment.

“Someone was looking into 1992 and |
thinking, ‘Who do we have to protect?’ ”

Klein said. “Ice-T is representing a lot of

people who are very angry and very frustrat-

ed.”
I’ll give you that one, Howie.

- Ice-Thasevery First Amendmentrightin |

Debbie M.
Price

| the world to say what he says and sing what
- he sings.

And yes, rap is the urban CNN. And yes,
 there are messages in the music that Main-
stream America better pay attention to.
And yes, there is anger and violence and |

‘injustice in the ghetto.

Andyes, Ice-T and the other rappers were
right on when they predicted that Los Ange- |
les would burn.

.h But that is not what we’re talking about
nere.

. What we are talking about is an album
that advocates killing the police.

This time, Ice-T has gone too far.

. Texas police officers are upset.

The Combined Law Enforcement Asso-
ciation of Texas (CLEAT), which is 12,000
strong, has called for a boycott of Warner
Bros Records, the label on Body Count,

1

and all Time Warner holdings, including
Six Flags Over Texas. Klein and the suits at
Warner Bros. Records say a boycott is un-
fair and smacks of book burning. They just.
don’t see the law enforcement officers’
point.

It is hard to see through a dollar bill.

“Absolutely, this does not encourage peo-
ple to shoot the police,” Klein says. “Thad a

' friend in college who heard something in a

Bob Dylan record that was completely dif-

ferent from what I got out of it. . . . Anyone

could interpret anything anyway they
want.”

Callme a square white girl, but I have a
hard time ﬁndmg hidden meamng in “Die,
die, die plg, die. —— the police.”

Keep in mind that Warner Bros. Records
“absolutely" does not endorse these lyrics.
That is what spokesman Bob Merlis said.

-exprssnon on the order of Thomas Paine’s

Common Sense. ‘

Body Count is no great shakes as an
album. Radio stations are reluctant to play
it because of the FCC ﬁne—mspmng lan-
guage and because musically, it stinks. |

You can argue that Ice-T and the other
rappers are telling it like it is in the ghetto.
But to sing ‘“die, die, die pig, die” only
exploits the violence.

When Warner Bros. Records puts its la-
bel on Body Count, the great corporation is
telling the world these lyrics are OK. .

. Theyare not. Police have atough enough

job without big business promoting work
that gloriﬁes blowing them away. Songs
encouragmg violence donooneanygood.

Ice-Tis pushmg the envelope, and that’s
his prerogative. Shock sells.

But make no mistake. When the enter- .

I have a little trouble understanding how tainment industry puts out songs like Cop
a company can put a record out under its Killer, it contributes to the climate of vio-

label and not endorse the product, but lence in this country — whether the moral
Merlis says this happens all the time be- eunuchsinthe $2,000suitsadmititornot.

cause Warner Bros. Records does not wanti
to impinge upon its artists’ creative free-
dom.

Go, boycott.
Debbie M. Price’s column appears Wednes-

In fact, Warner Bros. Recordsonly “gives day, Friday and Sunday.

| guidance” to its artists, Merlis says, when
' there are possible “commercial limita-
tions.”

“Our policy is saying that if you want to

do this, we will, but there may be problems
- getting it sold or whatever,” Merlis said.

Right. And record companies never re-

ject album covers.
But let’s take Merlis at his word.

Warner Bros. Records doesn’t care what

its “artists” say as long as it sells,

Go to it, CLEAT. Hit them where they

live.
Boycotts are a handy way of getting the
| attention of people whose social conscience

| is in their wallets. And in this case, I'm all

 for it. With one exception.

| Six Flags is an innocent bystander.

A boycott against the theme park makes

| as much sense as killing the healthy puppy

| of a rabid dog. It will only hurt a local
organization that supports the police and
employs 2,500 kids for the summer.

. Warner Bros. Reoordsnsthcbadguybere,
| and what really fries my okra is that the
- entertainment moguls have the temerity to

' wrap this piece of commercial dreck in the
. First Amendment and paint it as political

N\
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! BY FRANK PERKINS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

ARLINGTON — More than 100
police officers from throughout Tar-
rant County and the state formed a
wall of blue against Ice-T and his
Cop Killer song this morning at the
Arlington Convention Center.

Ron DeLord, president of the
Combined Law Enforcement Asso-
ciation of Texas, told the officers his

~ organization and others from across

the country will call upon Time
Warner Inc. stockholders to with-
draw the record and apologize tothe
police officers at the company’s an-

~ nual stockholders’ meeting July 16

in Burbank, Calif.

 FORTWORTHSTAR-TELEGRAM

o’
PV

DeLord said that if the company

failstoeither divest itself of the song
“or apologize to police and families

of officers killed in the line of duty,
the association will call for a nation-
wide boycott of all Time Warner
holdings, including magazines,
cable television entertainment
offerings and affiliated theme parks,
which could include Six Flags Over
Texas. '
'We want them to understand
there is an economic downside to
urging people to kill police,” De-
Lord said. ¥
The profanity-laden song Cop

Killer depicts an imaginary slaying - |

. (More on SONG on Page 30)
e i ¥

Song

Froli';l Page 23

ofa police officerand has such lyrics
as, “I’'m gonna get some shots off:
I'm gonna dust some cops off,
among others.

. DeLord told the group that repre-
sentatives of Time Warner Record
Co. told him the song was protected
by the First Amendment to the U.S.

~ Constitution.

- “This has nothing to do with Ice-

T’s right to write that song or to

perform it,” DeLord said. “What it
has to do with is the economic boy-

cott of a company with little orno
" moral sense.” - ¥

DeLord said there are “no plans

' Police group unite§ | 7
against Ice T song

NN

atthistime” for police toboycott Six

Flags Over Texas, which like several [

other theme parks, is affiliated wnth
the giant corporation.

“The police officersof Texashave
had alongand pleasant relationship
with Six Flags and its corporate

" owners locally,” he said. “1 talked

with them yesterday and they were
appalled at the contents of the
song.”

Arlington Mayor l_lichard
Greene, who attended this morn-
ing’s news conference, said he was

“expressing my support for themen |

and women who stand in the gap
between criminalsand the restof us.
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“Sheriff’s Dep

BY FRANK PERKINS

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Crammed ‘--

into four thick volumes hnstlmg
.- with highly technical details, thel
$ll 900 National Sheriffs’ Associa- N
. tion management study of the Tar-
- rant County Sheriff’s Department is

. a valuable document that has the

 answers 10 increase efficiency, Act-
;ng Chief Deputy Jim Minter said
yesterday

Mmtermdthathehasjustbegnn
loohng into the findings and that *
.- what he has seen so far has con-

|

all: “Whatlhavcseenconﬁxmswhqﬁ
lfeltaboutthequestnomtheyasked |
andthemformaﬂontheyaskedtojf
. seewhile they were here,” hesaid.
Basnally,theysaxdwe\vcreum
dmtaﬂ‘ed and nceded more pay eq- -

- uity, which is no surprise,” Mln;m;; v

" said.

“We have finished a mﬂing
study that addresses the staffing
question and the county’s jobevalu-
_ation committee is examining our
. my

-

_Lecuuve director of the sheriffs as-

_sociation based in Alexandria, Va.,

. headed a four-person team that
spent four days with his deputies,

lookmg into everything from fire-

hose lengths to promotlon prac-
‘Thcy worked several midnight

}

; shmssothatthcygotacomplete:

feeling for the entire operation, nqt 9
_nm:heh.m.toSp.m pomons, ‘
Mnmermd. |
- The report noted that ovaall, the
depamnents organizational form
and structure was effective, but it
cited the lack of departmentwide

 standard operating procedures and
overall policy manual as a mk

. Jail operations, ‘fmm mmae
muls 10 overall cleanlmus. drew

Ak

gradings.”
* Minter said Bubby Mosier; e»;,

nent study

~ontarget, acting head says

“The facilities are in full compli- ~_Grand jury  foreman Lm‘
“ance with the Texas jail standards, - Pﬂﬂbwﬂﬂtdf@f, o

are clean and well-maintained. = audit he returned the i,

'I'herewemnoma;orghtdnum ments 10 crimmmma)w

‘or anywhere else m the depart- ‘ Bill Burdock. A
—ment,”hesaid. - o - ) Partlow said yeaerday that he

Thempo:talthhatthe xﬁ%mwm smor

(leml‘tmen increase its participa-

“tion in crime prevention and com- J 'a%mpom}b'ilitmdsahrmﬂ

geur:ftyrelauo:’gmuonﬁaﬁ Mh&nmhm\ mhe*

§ Ieruteng e | R e R
a ea ure. VRN AR £ .|
Mimerwxllvly:emtheeommmnrs “““’e”h"’w

méoumoomlulylwhenm

audhuteamexphinthelrﬁndnw

_ to county commissioners. ;
CoumyAdmmmm«rG&M»

nli&mdhedoan’texpectthem-

. port to languish unopened in the

countyarchives.
"‘l,thmkyouwxllﬁndtheoommw
sioners turning to the county staff = "5
- and Acting Sheriff Minter and say- ~
! in&‘OK,nmtaket:::umcom- LR
mendynom make them work,”
.“The coun-
ty gnt“‘m mon@n worth on tlns
‘one.”
" Only one commissioner, Bob
-Hampton, says he has read the four-
_volume report. Hampton said he
nhyedupmghtstomdnassounu
_itwasdelivered to him last week..

‘ ~'. In an earlier interview, he said the

dpcument contained “no sur-
prises,” and he said he thought its
~ sections on staffing levels and pay
;mdesare“wuhlms" unrelated to |
Shegdpa realit
Nowbere in the four volumes
domnclluswhatamhmdmues
and eqmpment wnll cost the m—

that they are digging into the vol-
umandtbattheywﬂlberudyto
talk turkey July 1.

‘ Commnsmneumthewhcehfor

thenudynrmuonwl?ebrwy‘

~
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contract
canceled

A Tarrant County

lofficial says Cantu
|Systems didn’t correct
 problems of quality. 25

| BYINDIRA A.R. LAKSHMANAN |

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

~FORT WORTH — Just two
weeks after awarding one of the
county’s largest contracts with a mi-
nority-owned business, commis-
sioners voted yesterday to cancel the
$3.8 million deal with Cantu Sys-
{tems to feed Tarrant County Jail
inmates for the next three years.

- The vote was cast in an emergency
‘| meeting, called because the quality
| and portions of the food were not as
promised, said Terry Grisham, ex-
-ecutive administrator to County
~Judge Tom Vandergrifl.
- - “With 4,000 prisoners, bad, unac-

%g:m said, who added that he

June 3.

! “We have been meeting with
‘them continually, asking them to
correct the problems, but over time
e were no substantial improve-
¢nts. They have realized they can-
perform the contract and'haye

- but had agreed to carry out its food
serviceduties until Sept. 30asstated
in the contract.

' “It should have worked and it
- could have worked,” Cantusaid, de-

- scribing the dispute with the county
asa “misunderstanding as to speci- |

i fications.”

i

R;notice to the county Thursday
ut

f

§

food is one of the worst
Ithings you can have. vltc[a»n create
riots and endanger your personnel,”

Jail food Contract

Y From previous page

" tion of some of those specifications,

~and that’s how it was understood
. not only by us, but by a number of

| contractors,” Cantu said.

I

The commissioners did not vote
yesterday, however, to take legal ac-
tion against Cantu Systems, an op-
tion that Grisham said was open to
them. Ray Rike, legal adviser to the
county, would not say yesterday
whether litigation might be pursued
in the future.

“As of now, there is no order to
sue anyone,” Rike said.

Vandergriff and Commissioner
Dionne Bagsby were not present for
yesterday’s vote. :

~ Onecounty official, whospoke on
- condition of anonymity, said the
| breakdown of the deal was particu-
lary unfortunate because Cantu had

the support of the commissioners
~ and the minority business commu-
| nity.
 Bagsby, who was in Washington,
D.C., yesterday, said the incident
. would not diminish her commit-
| mentto provide equal opportunities
to minority businesses.

- doing, commissioners passed over
- another vendor, Szabo Correctional ~
- Foods, the second-lowest bidder af-
, ter Cantu. '
.. OnMonday, Szabo will receivein
- writingthe reasons they were denied
- the contract, and the company will |
- be given a chance Tuesday to re- /
- spond, Rike said. G
- This is the commissioners’ third -
attempt since April to award thejail -
| food contract. st )
- The first deal fell through when
" the lowest bidder, C o-based
' Canteen Services Inc., withdrew be-
causeitcould not putupthecollater-
‘al for a performance bond. " 3o |
. At that time, Mid States was the
-~ second-lowest bidder, and company
,.Jowner Jack Madeira asked that he ;
be given the contract. Rike told
,loommissione‘rs', however, that there
‘was no legal precedent for passing a
‘contract on to the next lowest bidder
‘and that they would be “treadingon
'dangerous water” to do so.
il “

“The entire court was pleased to

be able to provide them an opportu-

| nity tosucceed or fail,” Bagsby said,

~ assistant, Roy Brooks.
“Unfortunately, they were not

- successful in this particular case.
- Thisshould not be viewed as a black

- eye for the entire minority commu-

~contractor had failed would it be

| considered a black eye for the ma-
. | jority community,” she said.

~ The commissioners also voted to
award a temporary food contract,
 effective today, to Mid States Ser-
vices, the company that has served
the jail for the last few years. In so

' nity, any more than if a majority

regretted that the deal had not | hné her statement through her
worked out since Cantu took over
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‘ Comrmssnoners agreed to pay

Mid States $9,500 a day wmﬁ;ﬂw
FORT WORTH  Thequestion {5¢4i e prsonrs through oy
« of who will win a $4 million, four- awarded. 5
| year contract to f_eed "I‘an-ant.Coun- At 89 cents per ‘meal, de Slates !
ty’s 4,000-plus jail prisoners is back was the third-lowest bidder on the

up forgrabs. es
The bid was first awarded last contract won by Cantu. desm .

“month, but it had to be canceled . had provided jail meals under con-
~ after the apparent winner backed - tract from October 1991 to April
- out because of expensive premmms N 19928
1 ontherequired performance bond. Jail officials hmtedthattheywere
' On the second round of blds, concerned about inmates’ com-
 Cantu Services Inc. of Dallas won plaints about the food and its dchv-.
1 the contract and took over the jail ery.
@ stoves June 4. But eight days later, = “We had anumber of complaints,
the company was out of a job. - and we take those seriously,” said .
The company asked to be let out  acting Chief Deputy Jim Minter.
. of the contract Sept. 1 because of  “You don’t mess mund Wilh jall
misunderstandings over the use of = foodtoo much.”
mmate labor, sabotaged equipment ~ Commissioner  J.D. Jolmsom
and arguments with jail personnel . agreed. |
over portion sizes and quality. | “Wehadusa tme emetgency over
“We had been told we could use - that jail food,” he said yesterday. “1
inmate labor during a walk- through
of the kitchen during the bidding - and I went over to the jail Thursday -
process, and we based our bid on 1o see the operation for myself. It
that fact,” said Randy Cantu, the - was chaotic, and we would have had
firm’s vice president. “We couldn’t ~ big problems with prisoners in that
make it on our 77 cents-per-meal janl if we hadn’t taken emergency
| bid without the prisoner help and | action when we did togetgoodfood
asked to be let out of our contracton | ‘served at tke proper time over
Sept. 1. I had no idea we would be | there.”.
- gone that day [Friday). We've lost = Cantu md warming ovens and

BY FRANK PERKINS

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

wasamassergenntmtheArmy,j‘

some large baking ovens in the jail
about $25,000 in this deal.” f kitchen were: dammd, appareﬁ,tly
Cantu said yesterday that he per- by W inmates upset at los-

sonally weighed food portions that tchen jobs

some jail officers thought wereshort mmmhmm that ,epon;j

and proved to them that the prison-  «Yeah, we found somej-eqﬁpmem

erswcregettmgﬁnll measure. " where t
County commissioners met in P“w loose or removed. We ,m,

emergency session . Friday after-
noon, immediately canceled pectlhatwaadonebymmmawm

Cantu’s contract and hired Mid mw’:&‘”" werelolm;
o iy m‘ﬁ&,&“ﬁ?,%‘ The vote toseek new bids was 2-1,

jail mealsa day. ~ with Johnson voting no. Comu-
* chterday,aﬁerthreehomm sioners Dionne Bagsby and Bob
closed session, commissioners can- mmmllwereabwm. ~

celed all bids and ordered the pur-- Mﬁ“ggﬁﬂﬂ
chasing office to rebid the contract should havc awarded

strictly according to speciﬁcnm . - : 8 .
which include not using inmates to

prepare and serve the food. mmu
canbeusedforclelmm

2Tt L,

‘Tarrant seeking bids agam AN
for food contract at Jall

“Wewcretoldbyowlclﬂld-
viser to cancel and rebid,
whatwehad odo, "shesaid.

Commissioners said ymy‘

recordsshowthatthecommym
late several times in delivering food
totheGreenhayuﬂMtwplm,
and 1991. ;

But William Barratt, Sﬁpo-
president, toldoommmioneﬁyu-;
terday that the delivery pmblemt,
were caused by ARA Vending Ser-
vwe,wmchhadmedeuverympon-,-
nbillty

“Aaaeeond-lowbldder w:wuld
" have saved the county $1.3 million
over the life of the contract,” Bar-
ratt said. Pleueconndermforthns
contract. \

Bamumdbemwmhmtht'

Cantu withdrew that he flew in 11
food service experts from all over

theoountrytoberadytomrteook-_

ing Friday night.

“'nutcostusabontssooo he

said. -

Commmidnmalsoamhonzed”

the use of inmate labor to prepare

and serve the food during a 14-day

transition period. -




Ina prison of the mind

Tarrant Ja11 ‘pod’ designed to aid mentally il

BYIDUCHAPMAN
* Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — On the ninth floor

of the new Tarrant County Jail, a murder
suspect suffers a mental disorder
spawned by a chemiical imbalance in the
brain, while another, charged with illegal
drug possession, endures chronic schizo-
phrenia.

Experts estimate that mental illness af-

flicts anywhere from 10 percent to 15

percent of the jail’s 3,800 to 4,000 prison-

‘ers, oras manyas 600 inmates every day.

What is different about the murder and
drug suspects visited yesterday in the new
Corrections Center downtown is that
they live in a special, 48-bed “mental-
health pod,” a project of social service
agencies, county departments and advo-
cacy groups.

Some describe the effort as a major
turning point in the way the local court
and jail system handles its mentally ill.

“It’s sort of a model, and I really think
more focus in the prison system has to be
on mental health,” John Horner, presi-
dent of the National Mental Health As-
sociation, said yesterday after touring the

H.e said the program represents the sort

of “coalition-building” needed to deal

with many pressing social problems.

The pod, which opened Jan. 21, was
spurred by Mental Health-Mental Retar-
dation Services, the Mental Health As-

| sociation and the Tarrant Alliance for the

Mentally IlL.

So far, officials have received more
than 2,230 referrals from jail staff mem-
bers, from families of prisoners, from
lawyers and from others. By the end of

' May, MH-MR doctors and caseworkers

had seen more than 789 inmates and pro-
vided servicesto nearly 700. The pod’s 48
cells are continuously full.

The project encourages identification
of mentally ill prisoners, offers less re-

strictive and less isolated housing than

mentally ill inmates previously occupied,
and provides them with counseling and
supervised medical treatment.

“I think it’s still new for criminal jus-
tice and mental health to work together,”
said Wendy Edwards, program manager
for the county’s MH-MR division.

Jail officials conceded that they have '

traditionally ignored the stark ruhty and
prevalence of mental illness among in-
mates.

“When all of this started, the talk about
the pod, we didn’t want to admit we had
any mentally ill patients in the jail,” said
Chief Deputy John Pempsell. “It was

_against the law, for one thing. And we had

noonetodeal with it, for another.”
And there was the violence.

Lt. James Moore, the Sheriff Depart-

ment’s new mental-health program direc-
tor, recalls the old jail’s cellblock 111,
where the most violent mentally dis-
turbed patients were confined.

“It was something out of the 1800s,” he
said. “We fed them as best we could three
times a day and attempted to bathe them
three times a week. That isthe word there,
though — attempted.”

That cellblock has been closed. But
about 20 mentally ill patients remain in
single cells in the old jail, too unstable for
the almost community-living approach
offered in the mental health pod, Moore
said.

Others who refuse medication or can’t
be treated are referred to John Peter
Smith Hospital, to a sort of holding area
on the new jail’s fifth floor, or eisewhere
in the state’s criminal justice network.

Some are referred to part of the new jail
where they can await entrance to the men-
tal health pod, if they take their medica-
tion and can live in a less restrictive set-
ting.

At its most basic level, the new project
offers intervention by mental-health ad-
vocates and professxonals who deal with
mentally ill prisoners as they enter the
criminal j justice system.

With minor offenges, say, when a crime
might have resulted from a person’s fail-

ure to take medication, MH-MR may be

able to identify and treat mentally ill in-
mates before arraignment. It may then
arrange with the district attorney’s office
to have the person sent to a public or
private treatment center. Often, charges
aredropped.

When the offense is more serious, MH-
MR workers have been able to intercede

* to get patients treated at the maximum-

security Vernon State Hospital. Mean-
while, the state agency notifies the court
that a competency hearing is needed to
de:ide whether the inmate should stand
tr

“Until now, these people just lan-
guished in the system and got wos'se and
worse,” Edwards said. *“ Many never got
to the point of aomg before a judge. .

-Mooresaid.

‘ers in various jail departments, including

Previously, there had not been an advo- >w
cate in the system for them, and now we
aretheiradvocate.” i

The mental-health pod was set up for |
Tarrant County prisoners found to be |
mentally ill who agree to be “stabilized” i
by taking medication. Like othersections |
of the new jail, Pod9C1sla1doutasalarge'
community room surrounded by two :
tiers of cells. An open walkway and bal- |
cony runs the length of the second level,
reachable by a stairway, and leads to rows |
of cells with doors of w not steel like
ones inother units.

*“We thought we might have problems [
with the open baloony or stairs, you |
know, guys jumping off or something, but y
so far, nothing like that has happened,” |

Unlike those in other pods, pnsoners 1
there have more freedom to move about |
and are in touch with professionals|
trained in mental health. They know they
are living with inmates like themselves|
and are overseen by guards who have|
been trained by MH-MR staff members. |

The pod’s six guards have received in-
struction in the basics of mental illness,
communication with the mentally ill, sui-|
cide prevention and the basic types of]
medication their inmates receive.

“We can’t make them take it, unde
federal law, but we can cajole them 2
see that they want to take it or they’ll end
up where they were,” Deputy Storm
Cashion said. ; i

Cashion is a 10-year department vet-{*
eran with experience dealing with men:
tally ill inmates. But only with the intro
duction of the new program has he re
ceived specialized training. Previously,|
Cashion said, his approach was ““trialand/*
error” and often resulted in the need fo
brute force. |

“This makes a whole lot more sense,”
he said. “You can’t just say to one of these
guys : ‘Go here. Do this.’ It doesn’t clic)
And you may not have known there was a
mental problem, and then things get out
ofhand.”

Last Week the trammg Cashnon
ceived was extended to 20 sheriff’s offi

booking, where new inmates are pro

““Eventually, we'd like tb have every:
body trained to deal with this sort o
thing,” Moore said.

el ik
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! Prosecu tor

a ttom ey are k1lled

escapes
on foot

21
BY ERNIE MAKOVY ; "\
Fort Worth Siar-Telegram i

FORT WORTH — A courtroom spectator !
pulled a smuggled gun and opened fire on star- |
tled attorneys and judges this morning, shoot- |
ing three lawyers, two fatally, and wounding | 1
two appeals court juristsin the old courthouse. |
__The well-dressed gunman fled down four |

flights of stairs from the 2nd Court of Appeals |
and was seen running west on Weatherford |
Street_downtown. He had nof been ap- | ‘
prehended by early afternoon.

Courthouse sources mdthepspectma !
35-year-old man who had been scheduled to |
have a case heard by the appellate court judges
later today. The sources said the man was a |
well-known figure at the co and had |
been involved msevualprevnomhmu. ol

County officials said the shooting erupted |
about 10 a.m. whcnaspecutorpulledahand-
gun and opened fire as the appeals judges heard -
arguments in a civil case. 'l'hcfonnh-ﬂom'
courtnomallydoesnothaveannedbnhmor :
metal detectors. ,

“We had an individual sitting out in the - }
spectator area that for some unexplained rea- -
sonatthxspomtbennmﬁnhxsmponmnde :
the courtroom, a weapon he had in his posses- |
sion, firing at the bench,” Police Chief’ Thomu
Windham said.

What involvement, if any, the ganman had

: wnhanyofthembemghurdbythecouﬂ

was not immdidately known, authorities said: . |
Killed in the gunfire was Assistant Dlstnd ‘
Attorney Chris Marshall, chief prosecutor in -
the appellate section of the Tarrant County |
district attorney’s office. Also fatally shot was - !
attorney John Edwards, 33,oftheHaynesaﬁd
Boone law firm in Dallas. l
Wounded were appeals court Judges John -
Hill, who was shot in the shoulder, and Clydé
Ashworth, who was shot in the hip. Both were
takentoHarmMethodMFonWmhndboth
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torney Steven Conder, who \llas

taken to John Peter Smith Hospntal

| The extent of his wounds was not

known.
Marshall, ironically, was in the

court only to hear the presentation
of Conder, one of the appeallate di-

vision’s newest attorneys.

The gunman was described as a

~ while male, 35 to 40 years old, with

‘salt and pepper hair, wearing a blue
‘blazer brown pants and red tie. He

was carrying a brown shoulder bag
that witnesses said contained an un-
known number of weapons.

Family Court Judge Maryellen

chks called the shootings prevent-

able. ;
“These people didn’t have to die
today,” she said.

Hicks and several other people.
who work at the courthouse said se-
curity is a constant problem in a,
building where so many emotional-

issues aredecided on a daily basis.

. The shooting was the second vio-_
' lent incident at the courthouse in '

- three years. In 1989, a former sher-

iff’s deputy and private investigator

- shot and killed his girlfriend after a

lengthy standoffin a judge’s office.
Karen Silverberg, an attorney
who was on the fourth floor this

morning when the shots rang out,

- said, “There were two sets of shots.
_ There were five or six shots, a pause

"

and then five or six more. It almost

sounded like there were five or six .

shotsand they reloaded.

“There was screaming oommg
through the stairwell in the center
rotunda We heard people run-

_ning.”

Hal I.atnmore, another 2nd
Court of Appeals jurist, was not in-
volved in hearing the arguments
this morning and was in his cham-
ber when the gunman opened fire.
~ Hesaid he came out and went into
the courtroom, seeing what he de-
scribed as five empty 9mm shell cas-
ings on the floor..

- Lattimore said Hill rolled under ~
the judges’ bench after he was
wounded and that Ashworth was '
lying behind the bench, on a step. ~

Marshall was on athe west side of

- the spectator section, lying on the

floor. ;

Dallas attorney Keith Jensen said
he was waiting to argue a case in the
court whmhcstepppd out to use a

nearby restroom hnd hem‘d five or

sxx show e~

r AT A B A B B A B T B

’

Py stmed walking' back fo the -
~ bathroom door and just about goto
ﬂ:esecenddoonyhenlsawabmhﬂ'
. with a hand on an saying, ‘Get
MCk,getbaék., g )

i, Several more shots rangout.
“They clearly came from the
- stairwell [leading to the fourth floor]
'\ . I believe those were the shots that
| killed the attorney [Edwards] I was

. scheduled to argue against in the

- next hearing,” Jensen said.

' Jensen said he later was told that
"/ Edwards apparently was shot as he
. came out of the restroom and tried

. tofleedown the stairwell.

I Hicks said she heard the shots in |

| hersecond-floor court.

 “Icould hearscreaming and those

- shots and I thought to myself, ‘Oh,
God, not agam ' she said, refer-

. ring to p;emous shootmgs at thc !

courthouse.

“lwascermnlygladlmdn’tbave ’

. my robes on when that shootmg
- started.”

Attorney Nelda Harris was in a :

. second-floor ptobate court when
she heard “a pop like a car backfire,

then the rapid rattle of ﬁve or seven _‘

 bullets.”

She said people in lhe courtroom
" locked themselves in and started di-
~aling911 but the lines were jammed
~ and they couldn’t get through. She "
 said they waited for a bailiff as hys- -
' teria and pandemomnm erupled /

“| throughout the courthouse.
i evacuatedat 10;15a.m.

. *“The shots were echoing all over

the building, like it was ricochet-

. ing,” said Mark Burton, who was

waiting for a friend on the third

floor when the: shootmg“empted. “Ip
1 sounded like fireworks.

Pat Bowen, a probate court ad-

' ministrator on the second floor, said

. she heard the gunshots and the gun-_

| manyelling.

“Whoever was doing t the shootmg
~ was crazy yelling and screaming. ‘
. We hard popping and we locked

‘ ourselves into our office. There

r

! State Rep Toby Goodman, R-

. courtroom seconds earlier and was
" getting on an elevator when he
. heardthe gunfire.
| “Istarted down the elevator and I

_ heard five shots,” he sald “Evcry-
bodyelsesald itwasnine,” -

The courthouse was ordered‘f

were about eighty of us. Everybody
//, . in the hallway was going crazy.”

74

Arlington, said he had had left the

“I saw somcbody in a blue blazer

running down the stairs and the
l other end of the building. He had a

‘bag under his arm an@ bloﬂdxsh '

halr ‘! »

o

- Goodman sald that when he«Ms
! inthe court, Judge Hill was seated in
' the middle, flanked on the right by

' Judge David Farris and on thc lel’t
byJ udge Ashworth.

. Farris escaped mjury in the volley
_ ofgunfire.
( Cmdy Buragess, Marshall S secre-
' tary in the appeallate division, said
. Marshall was in the court to observe
' oral arguments by Conder, one of
" the new attorneys in the division.
; Burgess sasid she was told the
- judges were hearing argument in a |
 civilcase. :
. “We heard Chris was involved
. somehow, but I don’t know what,”
| shesaid. !
Burgess said several people in the
| courtlocked themselvesinto the law -
. library when the shooting erupted.
; Tarrant County Judge Tom Van-
- dergriff said he was “just absolutely
' horror-stricken” by theshommgs. "
“I just can’t conceive of people -
 losing their emotions and taking the -
 law into their own hands,” he said.
~ “Our hearts go out to the families of .
~ the two who were killed, and of
course, we’re terribly concerned for
. the wounded andwe re praymg fbr
‘ them.”
} Vandergnff descnbed ammls
| lconrt proceedings as “not the kind
. where you have ‘many ‘specta-
tors, These are lawyers appeelmg
: declslons of lawsuits and normally
- youdon’t even have thepames who :
% ammvolved. |
. “Soit’s somewhat of 2 a mystery to
1 me what could have transpired this
| morning to bring this about. Thisis
- not normally a cnmmal court by
| nature.”
Frank Able, an asslstant US. at-
~ torney who had worked with Mar-

-_shall, saxd the killing of Marshall
" was the “most tragic thing I've ever
- heard. Why would anyone shoot
; Chns.’l'hatwwnsonem’thegreat
- appeallateattorneysin the state.”

Ashwomh's son, Bruce Ashworth,
said he spoke briefly with his father
begore he went mto 5ul‘xery at Har-

i nsMethodm, of

g “Whenlwentm!ﬁere,heheldmy‘
~hand and said he was okay. And
, thenlawrachaplmncameé\%eﬂiiﬁﬂ

mdqufatherwouldbemq‘gm‘ o

Y




take place at

Tarrant County

Courthouse. Gunman
reportedly flees west on
~ Weatherford Street.
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Below, Court of Appeals worker Fleather Arnold, cen-
ter, appears in shock after the shooting. At right,
Police chief Thomas Windham talks to reporters this
- morning outside the Tarrant County Courthouse.
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- One of the wounded men is
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‘Gunman kills two
in Tarrant County
* Courthouse

By MIKE GOCHRAN
Press Writer

FORT WORTH (AP)— Two peo-

’ plewaehnedmdaymnmom

injured, two seriously, when a gun-
man opened fire inside a Tarrant
County courtroom, Police Chief Tho-
mas Windham said. ‘

The gunman escaped the court-
house, Windham said, and was being
sought in the downtown Fort Worth
area.

“Wehad an individual in the spec-
tator’s section that appanently was
armed,’’ Windham said. ‘‘As the pro-

- ceeding was ongoing this individual

begantoﬁrehmweapon He fired itin
several directions in the courtroom,
~_‘“There was one individual in the

spectator section who was killed.

'metcwasanotlwrmdmdualmme

hallway outside the courtroom who

was also killed,”* Windham said.
 The Tarrant County District Attor-

- ney’s confirmed that assistant district -

momeyChrfsMarshallwasoneof
those killed. - My

‘“We have thme other individuals
who were hit, two of them are quite |
seriously injured,”’ Windham said.
'ﬂgoofthe injured are Appeals Court
judges John Hill, 48, and Clyde Ash-
worth, 60, who were both in serious
condition . a; Hams Methodxst
Hosmlal i

Early reports said one mau had.
been anestedandmmhe;.was being
sought. But Wmdhamsaid, “We mﬂy
had, as I understand it, one active sus-
pect in the courtroom. There may
have been others in the courtroom
along with him, butanhlspomtwe
believe there was only one active
suspect.”’

“County Judge Tom Vmﬂugﬁﬁ'
the county’s wpebowdofﬁcm,l, said
L ddsoneda L

on ‘

*“We don’t know w”hatﬁﬂ:}::d ul
stamwere.whattbecascwas
ing to all the senselessness, All we
can do is stand by.”

The courthouse - dmnnam the
mmheudqf Fort Wonh's dowmown
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Anchorman descrlbes surrend B

BY STEVEN COLE SMl'm
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
. For about six hours, George Lott
‘drove around in his white van de-
\ciding what to do next. One of the
largest manhunts in Fort Worth/
Dallas history was under way, but
no one had picked up his trail.

What he decided to do was go to
ithe downtown Dallas studios of
{WFAA/Channel 8. He looked up
'the location in his Mapsco — last

Inight, the map book was still in
Channel 8’s lobby — and parked
| outside. At about 4:15 p.m., he
| !walked up to the receptionist, and
|  asked to see anchorman Tracy
‘ Rowlett.

i He told the receptionist who he
' was. She called Craig Harper, the
news operations manager, and told
' him there was a man here he needed
| tosee.

*She said he told her he was the }
| one who had justkilled the peoplein |

“Fort Worth,” Harper said. Harper,

“Rowlett — who was standing near-
by — and the desk editor and two
cameramen walked toward the re- |

ception area, turned the corner, and

there was Lott. He wasarmed witha |

loaded Glock 9mm semiautomatic

pistol, and had additional loaded |

clips.

“He said he wanted to turn him- |

self in,” Rowlett said. “It sounds
pretentious, I know, but my first
thought was, ‘This is a story that we
“heedtocover.””

2 It was only later, the anchorman
‘said, that he began to think that Lott
was armed and said he had killed
"people.

.. “When we turned that corner, he
could have killed us, too,” Rowlett
Sald

p Harper said Lott appeared calm.
{.#Calm on the outside,” Rowlett
said, “but you could tell he was very,
_very confused. He rambled, and had
strouble holding onto a thought.”

Channel 8 taped its interview,
and by 4:50 p.m., Lott was in police
l:ustody “The pohce actually had
“arrived quite a bit before that, but

The Associated Press

script of George Lott’s state-
ments taken by WFAA-TV/
Channel 8 of Dallas after he
turned himself into the station
yesterday. Lott said he drove to
Dallas and requested to speak
with anchor Tracy Rowlett. Lott
showed the weapon he was carry-
ing and then spoke on tape to the
station. WFAA contacted police,
who took Lott into custody:

“It’s a horrible, horrible thing
that 1 have done today. It’s a hor-
rible thing. I've sinned, and I
may have failed completely.
Somebody needs to look into
what’s happened to Neal.

“In these days and times you
can’t just simply ask people. You
can’t come to people and say,
‘Here’s my evidence; here’s the
Jjudge — Maryellen Hicks —
fixed the case for her friend. . . .
We don’t want to hear that, it’s
boring. We want 10 see a nuclear
bomb go off. You have to do a
very, very horrible thing to catch
people’sattention. . .

“I’m sorry. That’s the way I see
the world. Maybe I'm wrong.
That’s what I've run into thus far.

“Nobody has control over the
judicial system. There are checks
and balances for everybody but
the judicial system. They check
and balance themselves. That’s
great; however, it really doesn’t
dothe job. Nobody’s there to say,
| ;Well, hey, you people went 100
My 1 v

*“It came down to my window
of opportunity was closing. I
have to do it sometime when I’'m
out of jail for the sexual abuse
business. I mean, obviously, if

Wllat Lott told WFAA-TV

DALLAS — Here is the tran--

i
fsin

I’'mi m the lllmoxs pemtenu y, 1
can’t do this. So basically, they
don’t meet every week and| this
week was the week I could catch
them, basically, that’s wh#l it
comesdown to.

“I was shooting at the bench
and the judges.

“Well, the clip 1 Bt in it ﬁgm
16 and I had an extra round al-
ready chambered when I put the
clip in, so that’s 17. I ran throush
that, I maybe went through three
or four more after that. i

“Something’s wrong if they're
trying to hide him out. I under-
stand it’s a very tenuous thing to
put a child under, it's another
horrible thing to put a child up
there, particularly if they’ve been
sexually abused. But, unfortu-
nately, I know that I'm innocent
of that charge

. I was in the armed forces
from 1968 to 1970. I was drafted
just like everybody else. I'm fair-
ly normal. I worked construction
for several years. I got a law
gree. I decided to go back and
finish my degree when I had be
drafted. I had quit college an
proceeded to finish my degree. .

“There were several people in|
the courtroom. ... I basically
went in the courtroom and sat for |
a while and then got up and shot
apparently five people. One of '
them got up and started running
out of the room. He was in front
of me on the way I was going. |
was shooting at the court, es-
sentially, but other people got in
the way or did things. . . . There
was another door, | w1sh the guy
had gone out the other door.
There was another door a lot
closertohim...”

-

wanting to provoke further vio-
lence.

they hung back,” Harper said, not

“There wasn’t any danger,”
Harper said, “because we had al-
ready disarmed him.” :
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“According to witnesses’ state- - - “I don’t think

. personally. 'm . Ms. Hermosillo have since sued the

‘ments in Fort Worth, the gunman.  going to be edgy about it,” he said. ‘county-and Mr. e, NN

/went unnoticed among a handful of . State District Judge Maryellen the former'shenffcﬂspenmy mm_ N\

'spectators in the gallery of the usu-  Hicks, who presided over Mr. Lott’s. tributed to the deaths. . - . . N

§ |ally sedate appellate courtroom on . divorce jury. trial. about two. years ' . Chief Windham credited Sheriff
 (the fourth floor of the old Tarrant . ago, said custody of the Mr. Lott's “Minter with quickly establishing a -

§ County Courthouse building. ~Son had been ‘awarded to- ‘the cooperative effort with Fort Worth A L'
. r—As the justices were hearing a - mother, Margo Livesay. Ms. Livesay - police shortly after Wednesday's
 |case, which authorities believe was' . had filed charges of aggravated sex- shootings. ; N

~ ,unrelated to the shootings, a man ' ual assault on a minor against Mr. =~ 13“ s ilnanas £
‘ ‘ ' Lott. R e g “I just have to tell you that the |

. suddenly stood and began firing. 3 : B ; ou | h

: “He was very organized,” said fmll‘ysympathwmsoesoumme mﬂﬂ‘&”‘ the equation that’s
~ Foit Worth Police Chief Thomas families. The judges, they're good MWM been Jim Minter” since

Wir ham. “He simply drew his ITriends of mine. I'm just devastated. to¢ 1989 courthouse shootings, Chief

wea, on and began to fire as he ap- s’l;h;gts allI care to say,” Judge Hicks w‘nd;llwdml‘mm- \

hed the bench.” ! » 'y -ence Wednesday.

pm"ﬁ 2 gunfeire struck Mr. Marshall = Acting Sheriff Jim Minter said an -ihe’%maﬁnolbduﬂmm ‘

sever. | times in the chest, witnesses armed bailiff in the courtroom fired _courtroom when the shooting

said. Judge David Farris dived be- ‘DO shots. He said the bailiff was broke out. Other officials said an
hind the bench and was uninjured, a,eeigg questioned about his actions  armed bailiff was in the vicinity but

bu- his two colleagues on the three- = esday. A didnotmﬁ“v PROCN R

jus ice panel were shot. ... Toby Goodman, an Arlington law-|.  Another courthouse official, who

Jefense lawyer Dan Hollifield, yer and state representative, said he |~ did not want to be identified, said
wh) was standing at a lectern argu-| had left the appellate courtroom just - the bailiff told investigators that he
ing a motion when the shots broke | minutes before the shooting started. maﬁﬂdﬁlﬂm civilians if he
out, said he escaped by dropping t0 | He said he heard seven to 10 shots Teturned fire. :

the Toor and crawling into an adja-| and a few moments later, saw a man Officials Wednesday declined to
cent >ffice. in a blue blazer and carrying a bag  release the bailiff’s name. ‘
“l was just astounding to 100k | running down the hallway and out Sheriff Minter was appointed to
arour 1 and see a man standing with | the east courthousedoor. ~ act in Mr. Carpenter’s stead after th
his ar. 1 out, holding a gun,” Mr. Hol- | “] had just been in the court- latter stepped down earlier this year

lifield :aid. room,” Mr. Goodman said. “It scares
Chi¢ f Windham said the judges | the hell out of you.” 3 1 ; ficial nduct.

appeare to be the primary targetsof |  Julie Level, an employee of the Wednesday's incident was

the attack. ‘Tarrant County elections office, said fourth instance of an armed gunman /

*T think he was shooting at the she heard a voice echoing through - in Tarrant County courfrooms since !
court. He was shooting at the the buildings begging for help, then AL O i |
judges,” Chief Windham said. “He heard several shots, :
was spraying bullets all over the  “J heard somebody yell, ‘Help, n, fatalitie
place.” NN help,'” Ms. Level said. “And then,  murder defe

When the gunman had empﬁed'soqm,bobm,}mi':w i nll TEe
his weapon, he calmly reloaded the  In the WW the shoot-
weapon before walking from the mm“ eputies went from of  stances.
courtroom. o fice to office, evacuating the four- .

“He did fire a full maguineandmcmnm. Some employees |
then reload,” Chief Windham said. ' quickly léft the area, and others ner-

- Chief Windham said the killer | vously waited outside, seeking word |
pursued Mr. Edwards and shot him' about the injured and slain.
repeatedly in the chest in a stairwell  Many employees were found hud-
between the second and third floors. dling in closed offices or under
He said investigators did not know desks when the deputies cleared the
whether the gunman was dellber?bmldmg, one official said. \
ately targeting the attorney or = The bizarre shootings invited im- |
whether their paths crossed as Mr. mediate comparison to a hostage N
Edwards was fleeing from the shots. 'siege in August 1989 inside the same

Chief Justice H. Tod Weaver of building, a turn-of-the-century gran- |. t
the 2nd Court of Appeals said his of- jte courthouse still used for county |
fice will be closed Thursday while |offices and civil cases. In that case,a |- in
investigators continue to accumu- |distraught < Tarrant County bail
late evidence from the shooting )bondsnan; Manny Cabano, took his N\ : - »w
scene. irlfriend, county court-at-law clerk | ties unsurprised by the /

Judge Weaver, whose office is ad- ,guanita Hermosillo, hostage while = stringent security in the largely
jacent to the courtroom where tWo he kept authorities at bay for several ~ uneventful appellate. courtroom,
of his colleagues where shot, said he hours. The standoff ended in disas-
hid in a restroom. He said a briefing ter when Mr. Cabano first shot the
clerk also hid in a closet until they woman, and then himself to death. ;
heard Judge Farris come into the of-  Then-Tarrant County Sheriff Don rid, where
fice to call for help on the telephone. Carpenter was widely criticized for you . ked one county off

And despite Wednesday’s shoot- refusing to yield his jurisdiction to  cial who did not want to be named.
ing, the chiefjustice said he had few port Worth police hostage negotia- = “Youw'd put him in the court where
qualms about returning to his office. tors during the standoff. Relativesof ~ nothing ever happens.”
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Dallas Officer B.R. Chapman examines a 9mm gun taken
from a suspect who surrendered at WFAA studios Wednes-
day in downtown Dallas. The man sud he was responsible
for the shootmgs in Tamnt County. |
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| ,m the guy ‘;’
Wh ShOt x‘ |
the judges’
Frantic manhunt ends as suspect
seeks TV interview, gives up gun L
By Rochelle Riley i | {;.
Staff Writer of The Dallas Morning News !

A
. The man walked into WFAA-TV (Channel 8) about
'4:15 p.m. Wednesday and signed in as“G.Lott.”  ©

: Hesaidheneededtotalktooneofthenmih- 3
chors Tracy Rowlett or Chip Moody.

. “He justcame in and said, ‘I‘mtheguywhoshonhe h
judges in Tarrant County,' ” said receptionlst Ann De- F} ,, ’
Nike. ‘

She quietly callod news operations
Harper and told him a man identifying ﬁe i
gunman was waiting. st gt

The man appeared "eoof’balm collected,” mne-

' Nike said.

“J asked hin. WHIMM sign in'in the book?’ ”
she said. “He said, ‘Sure, n0 problem.” . .Itried tostay
real calm because ldidn'tﬁnttopanicnndmakehlm
panic r

. Lott’s appemnce and mbnqmt arrest at
WFAATV ended a massive manhunt that stretched
from a Fort Worth courthouse to the University of
Texas at Arnngton to Dalhs/l?ort Worth International -

" Airport.

lnthenewsroon,:aneﬂohnson producer of the 5
.p.m. news, was minutes away from the no\ncm whcn

he arriqu
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W"BvJeffRude, R ‘t ; -2
iasm«mw-mm N 3
m:;m’wzm
vad a an
*w‘;gnesmhemmwrwmwa By ated )
: morning when he wasshot in the shoulder during 'k 31

the shooting at the Tarrant County Courthouse.

" I think he wasin shock,” sudxawmvero@( N

{"*Willard of the Cantey & Hanger firm. ' “Homa \'.n
b oM wWymmmmmmM m«
amngtoarmgcase,wtendedmelim‘&

'S wonndqndtriedtocalmmfouthumu R
; nnﬁl;aramedlcsarrived. B, :

”:&ﬁxwmm:\ he was
- don’t know’ and that his shou
hangmmor:,;mgldhm L Jos
!“mem coWno c q‘ Yy T T A Wl

5 i.‘-"." aﬁmbmdmn’tmmm " \ " b“ ';-\ ‘" gm

«

1e courtroom. :
» mwmumﬁe', 1t pair
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Steven Con er

p mmtmmAmmﬁumw
g ’thezndczourtommdmm , al
caseWedneu@qywmunnmmoﬂ
FoﬂWOﬂhO:k’mW w
“" Also with Mm
°umhan,amoreexp-rtencedpmécnfpfvno ‘
* volunteered to help Mr. Conder on hiscase.
Mr. Conder suffered slight nraesﬁomhe
. guntire. Mr. Marshall was kﬂ)ﬂ

Mr. Conder was treated at John Peferﬂn.lth!':i
Hoq;iulandrelaad.ﬁejohedmm
section in August 1990 as an assistant district =~ Wm
« attorney. . Before that, he worked for aboutayearas - Wesmmrc:om
s-”“’mﬂn&m mmmafw s Fﬁm‘(&

~ \\m\x\m&\ m‘»"
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two people slainhWednuday’:shooﬁnatt Tarrant

N mu-mm Yamanaka

Fort Worth police officers take shooting suspect George Lott
from the Dallas police station Wednesday to Fort Worth. Mr.

Lotthadturnedhimlﬂnmdowntownnanu &
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| in our courts | e
. _The Dallas-Fort Worth com- | y ,:‘“ AW ‘
o mumtyushockedliythenbw% o ‘
:otthuh:to;iuandgreatmmﬂ v R vy by i il
Fort Wo court appeals | lult, thevlecurityueve d are
Wﬁnesdaz ‘The cl);:t:ch&ke | atthe airport, There are Mm d sty mn
o S g el e A ltth&tnmm.mdaﬁbndmaremrehed

 populated mainl 1
-m;udges. e 11s tl;?% W@i amwmwmwmpﬁ except

/ .»'plaee in this country where ‘
- olence would occur. And yet, || ::nmgm tate courts today would mqm

M"V
v

' since the beginning of the | e sl oy b i i
o }ear, e been six reported assaults in US, g v intensity ‘fgom Frl mu:t o md gﬁmmmdm' Tak ¥
| Courtrooms, | ted with what must seem ire | L mﬂs innin y‘n
,uther evidence of the incr ”insamty of Wf v / aeom«ﬁhd diation touncl' M ’
, wotld,westop 1o ask, “What is going on?” ; % dockets and to attempt to ﬁnog ﬁl}
It is understandable that there is violence in“f ' /A Sadvendﬁal mean:éto solve the litiy
couru It is not just in television courtrooms that | "| disputes. As mediation is used fr
L ~ vivid human dramas are p out. They can bg 4 | qnentl we will dmmm w
emotionally charged in real . As a prosecutor, I |- | the wh?:ml:ni e m in 4
, " witnessed the full spectrum of rawgst human emo- |~ / mesﬁc rélmm 3 m;dpv
| tions in court when, for example, a rape victim re. |- ‘ R
” " counted herordaalfdoétofacemhg%ﬁ s B CM mmMﬁ rofessor
~ ‘when a dant was sentenced to life im; s gl
| ‘ment wﬁm family watching from the llll!r?f g | w"'tmme?wﬂ” a4
| when the parent or spouse of a murder victim gazed | : | . AT

| upon the person who had just been convicted of the |
crime, or when the accused faced the ex-friend or |-
spouse whose testimony would surely convicthim.. |
Desplte the intense emotions of criminal courts;
it seems that most court-related violence occurs, in
divorce and child custody cases. Again, this is un-
derstandable. In these cases, emotions seem to run
highest of all. The news is full of horrifying reports
of husbands or wives lnlhng the other, and some-
times even their children and themselves. What
strong emotions must drive them to such desperate
acts! Is it any wonder that these cases are
thrown into the courts, and when the parties are
: gathered'@ﬂ rt's. jud;nfcm, sometimes emo-
~ tions go out B BENE \ ,
But why 1n the counroom? One would think-tlm
mamomﬁnedwimmdmmﬁmdmamw

ug:} ally filled with pplice o(ﬁwr- one would be

¢ those consumed with car little about
vthe ¢onuquenm e need'to
.-iventth winczc mﬁﬁrm:nﬁit"‘ et
mmmmmmenmmmmemv
{ 'l‘hil on deserves study. It would not be sur-
' prising if it were found that courtroom violence was
: inmuing mrmmmtobemmmdg
7 ] S, 0f drive-D 8 wﬂm
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Fort Wort
StarTelegram

BY KRISTIN N. SULLIVAN
AND MICHAEL WHITELEY
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
FORT WORTH — For almost a
decade, the legal system has framed
the borders of George Douglas
- Lott’s existence.

The law provided careers for the
45-year-old Arlington lawyer and
his former wife, Margo Z. Best. Two

THURSDAY, JULY 2, 1992

Suspect fought the system
he once vowed to uphold

Man aims anger at custody, divorce laws

years ago in January, a Tarrant
County jury ended Lott’s marriage
and severely limited his right to visit
his now 4-year-old son.

And it was the criminal justice
system that was calling Lott later
this month to answer charges that he
had sexually abused the boy on a
visit to Peoria, Il
Those who know Lott say he be-

Fort Worth, Texas = +;

Where The West Begins -

came obsessed with what he sawas
corruption among judges and fellow
lawyers. They say that at 10 a.m.
yesterday, in the 2nd Court of
Appeals in the Tarrant County
Courthouse, he acted on those ob-
sessions. )
Later yesterday, Lott walked into
a Dallas TV station and said he
(Moreon LOTT on Page18)

Fort Wmh Snr-'rmf Ro~ JENluNs

Detectlve Curt Brannan escorts
Gveorge Lott from Dallas last night.
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Lott

mePage 1

gunned down two attorneys and
wounded two judges and another
lawyer on the fourth floor of the
Tarrant County Courthouse — just
two days after state District Judge
Maryellen Hicks blocked him from
learning his ex-w:fc s whereabouts
in Peoria. -

“I have smned What I’ve done is
certainly wrong,” Lott told WFAA/
¥ Channel 8 after surrendering at the
studio at 4:15 p.m. “It’s a horrible,
horrible thing | have done today . .
I’m sorry, but you have todo a vcry
horrible thing to catch people’s at-
tention.”

Referring to his. court appearance
scheduled for July 20 in Peoria on
two charges of criminal sexual as-
sault, Lott told Channel 8, “It came

? down to my window of opportumty

i

b
:

was closing.”

A ng man who wore thick
glasses a sweaty short-sleeved
khaki shirt, Lott disputed allega-
tions that he abused his son. He is
accused of sexually abusing Neal
David Lott with his hands and a

gun.
Yesterday s shooting came four
years after Lott let his dues to the

| State Barof Texas lapse and begana

lone attack on a system of state cus-
tody and divorce laws that he says
favors women. And it came an hour
after he telephoned an Illinois court
clerk and screamed at her after she

! told himthat she had noauthority to

drop the charges against him.
Lott’s battle with the legal system
tlybeganwhenhlswife filed
for divorce in 1987. After a three-
week divorce-custody trial in Janu-
ary 1990, a jury in Hicks’ court de-
cided that Neal Dzmd Lott
belomged with his mother
Hicks said last night Lott

““might have looked bneﬂy into her

courtroom on the first floor of the
old courthouse a few minutes before.

the shots were fired upstairs. :
“Thiscould have been me. I could
be at the medical examiner’s office
undergoingan autopsy,” Hickssaid.
“When I ﬁrstheardthngunﬁmw-
day, I knew it wasa family law case.”

State Supreme Court records in
Austin showed that neither of the

judges wounded yesterday, John

Hill and Clyde R. Ashworth, had

participated in decisions involving
the Lotts’ divorce or custody case..

At times in tears and under guard

by a Tarrant County sheriff’s depu-
ty, Hicks angrily blamed lax security
for the shootings and said that she
fears she may have triggered the kill-
ings by refusing on Monday to tell
Lott where his wife was living.

“It doesn’t make any sense. Why

didn’t he killme?”’ she said. “Iknow

he’s really upset with me and upset
with the system.”

Those who know Lott say he was
an embittered casualty of dlvome-
the organizer of a small men’s pro-
test group who never missed an op-
portunity to voice his hatred for
judges and lawyers.

A court-appointed psychologist
said during the divorce case that
Lott was suffering from paranoid
delusions, said Fort Worth attorney
Douglas Wright, who represented
Best in the divorce. Wright said that
Lott once bragged in the hallway
outside the courtroom that he had
hired an investigator and was hav-
ing Wright followed.

“] got a whiff that he had prob-
lems then,” Wright said. “The psy-
chologists were telling us he had
problems, and he was very outspok-
esn about judges and the legal sys-
tem.”

But neither Wright nor Hicks said

theyhadknownhuntomakca-

threat of violence against the legal
system.

Sitting Gutside the appgals court-
room yesterday morning before the
killings, Lott gave no clue of what

‘was to come, said a Fort Worth law-
yer who recognized him. [
Fort Worth attorney Vaughn Bai-
ley, who represented Lott’s child in
the bitter divorce-custody fight, i
said he recognized Lott sitting inthe
‘hallway. “He was flipping througha
legal pad. He seemed normal for
him. He’s not a big conversational-
ist, and when I said, ‘Hi,” to him he
just looked at me, but that wasn’t

_unusual,” Bailey said.

Badcysa:dl,ottms“ahtﬂeoutaf ‘
theordmary ”butadded, “Ithought .
he was trying hard to be a good
father to the son. He had some good -
ideas and stuff, but he had some ~

difficulty communicating with ~

other people. He was real defensive.
He just wasn’t very tmstmg.” pia i
Lott was born June 7, 1947, m v
Okmulgee, Okla., but grew up inthe
Tanglewood neighborhood of Fort
Worth, friends said. He received a
bachelor’s degree from Southern
Methodist University and a law de-
gree from the University of Texas
Law School. He was licensed ;o,‘
practice law on Oct. 30, 1981. i
Records show that he opened an
office at 2509 W. Berry St. Increas-
mgtycnncalofjudgesandlawyers i
however, Lott stopped paying dues
to the state bar in 1988 and Was .

" placed on inactive status that June,

about a year aﬁer his wnfe mmated '
divorce /

 Although he hsted his oocupatmn j
as computer programmer, Lott told
the court he was living on a
$500,000 inheritance, Wright said. -

Court records show that Lott has
represented himself in his appeal of
the child-custody and divorce case
in Texas. His appeal was initially
rejected in an opinion signed by a -
three-judge panel of the 2nd Court
of Appeals in Fort Worth. Last
March, Lott appealed to the Texas
Supreme Court, where the casé is i
pending.

He also represented !,pmself ina
1991 Illinois proceedmﬁ that result-
ed in a protective order prohibiting |
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him from contact with the son, who
lives with Best.

He fought the Illinois abuse alle-
gations by asserting that he was vic-

timized by judicial corruption and.

that his ex-wife had mistreated the
child.

An exchange between Lottandan

Illinois judge last year sheds some
light on the vitriolic nature of the
divorce. Lott stood before the judge
on Dec. 26 to testify about allega-
tions by his ex-wife and a social
worker that the boy was beaten dur-
ing a three-week visit to his father in
August.

“I have never beaten Neal except
to spank him with a newspaper fold-
ed over. . . . A newspaper like that
has plenty of shock absorber,” he
told Illinois Judge Richard Grawey
at the hearing.

“This is the culmination of a very
bitter divorce case. . ... It’sextreme-
ly bitter. I don’t believe she would
have gotten custody if I'd been able
to put inall my evidence. Her lawyer
was the son of a senior district di-
vorce-court judge and, while he did
not try the case, he did not have to
try the case,” Lott said.

The judge interrupted: ““Sir, let
me just stop you right there.

© “You've made several statements
that would leavetheimpmsiomhat
you think the judges in Texas are
corrupt or subject to influence or
bias. That really has nothing to do
with this proceeding,” the judge
said, callmg the remarks “offen-
sive.”

David McCarthy, who is repre-
senting Lott’s ex-wife in a separate
custody case in Peoria, said he has
witnessed several outbursts by Lott
during court proceedings, though he
said Lott has not directly threatened
his ex-wife.

“She’s scared to death of him,”
McCarthy said. “I've kept her out of
the courtroom as much as possible.
She just thinks the guy is ca of
anything.”

Brian Webb, a Dallas atwmey

who also represented Best, said that
Lott seemed to become obsessed
with his belief that the system was
against him.

“The impression was that every-
body’s against him and everythingis
someone else’s fault,” Webb said.
“This is not your basic everyday
fellow.” ;

During his television interview
yesterday, Lott said he believed that
his Tarrant County custody suit was
fixed by judges who unfairly sided
with his wife.

In April, Lott was indicted on two

counts of sexually abusing his son

between Oct. 4 and 6, according to
court records. The charges stemmed
from a weekend visit with hisson, he
told Channel 8. Lott said he is inno-
cent of the charges.

In May, an Illinois court banned
Lott indefinitely from seeing his son
until he and the child receive coun-
seling and social workers believe
theycan benefitfroma relanomhxp,
records show.

Investigators for the Illinois De-
partment of Children and Family
Services also have filed court docu-
ments alleging that Lott beat his son
in August, leaving bruises on the
m legs, buttocks, leﬁ arm and

Lott ex-wife could not bereached

y. McCarthy said he had

been unable to reach her, although

he said Illinois state attorneys had
contacted her.

After Lott tried to obtain her ad-

dress from Tarrant County court

- records Monday, he phoned a court

clerk in Peoria at 9 a.m. yesterday,

an hour before the shootings.
Michelle Pratt, a Peoria County
court clerk, said Lott threatened her
if she did not dmpthesexualmnlt
against him. She said that

" Lott had called her several times a

day every day in recent weeks.
““He just screamed and screamed

and screamed at me about w:; ng

the charges dropped,” s

“And I'm a clerk. I conldn’t do any-

=S R e
But Lott was quieter when he
crossed the downtown Dallas park-
mglotshawdby‘l‘hebalhsM m-
ing News and WFAA/Channel 8
yesterday afternoon. Tom Lane,‘*h
security officer in the parking lot,
said he watched Lott, who carrieda -
Glock 9mm automatic in his waist-
band and a clip, enter‘the v news
building. ‘
s notxced hnm park a%whitel
Dodge Caravan on Young Street in
front of Channel 8, Lane said. |

Lane said that Lott threw wm 1
looked like a baseball cap into !
car and then headed into the lobby
of the building. About 10 minutes
later four police cars and two bicycle |
patrol officers arrived, Lane said.

Minutes later, police, walking in a ,
tight circle around Lott, escorted
him from the bui Lane said. ‘

“We didn’t realize at the time
what this gentleman had been in-
volved in at the time,” Lane said.

Lott wastaken tothe Dallas police |
station, about five blocks away. In
the basement of the police station,a
group of reporters flocked to Lott,
asking him about the courmouse
shootmgs.

“Can you tell me why you did nt‘?"

he was asked.

“Not in 25 wvordc or lal, Lott
re'phed

Residents in Lott’s apmmm
complex in southeast Arlington de- |
scribed him as aloof and rude, a |

\

- person who stayed to himself.

“He’s probably the only"guy at
this complex who I’ve never met.
This is a friendly apartment com-
plex, but he never talked to any-
body,” said Donald Hill, 31, a sys-
temscngmeerwhohvesacrouthe
breezeway. i

Reudems said they never saw
Lott in the company of adults but
dzdseehnma!nmeiwnhayouu

boy.
Staff Wi me.
Bonc J Gonzalez and Karen
mmw&m
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. ria County Court on July 20 to an- |

terday, Lott called Peoria County

- bench, then he reloaded

_swer two charges that he scxuallar'\

abused his son with his handsand a
gun, accordingtoindictments.
An hour before the shootings yes-

Court clerk Michell Pratt, threaten-
ing to harm her if charges aguum
him were not dropped.

“He just screamed and scmmed !
and screamed at me about wanting
the charges dropped,” Pratt said.
“And l‘madefk.leouldn’tdoany—

Lott told the Dallas TV mnon'
that he is innocent of the mmois
accusations.

Tarrant County Actma Clnd‘
Deputy Jim Minter said at an after-
noon news conference that the ‘
courtroom gunman was ‘“‘organ- |
ized” in hisactions. '

“He simply drcwlnswapon He ‘
began to fire. He advanced on the
andleftthe‘
bmldmgmacalmmanner oy

Police Chief Thomas Windham 1
said the gunman “simply stood up
and began firing and dldn't umﬂ
anyeommentswhatsoem

An armed bailiff was in the court- &
room at the time, but he did not pull
hnsmponoruywmpmem‘
ing,a mmanﬁnﬂhem’gn
explain. metulddchglwetm;
interviewing the bailiff to deter-
mmewhyhedldnotrelllﬁte 5

This morning, mm;
said the baihﬁwunotmtheoom‘tw
room when the shootingerupted.

|
s
!

“He was stationed in ano‘lm

goingon,
“Hedndntknownfmepodw

i S I—

wmmugmudguyormem
MWmooungtheuoodm,"the
wnmynd
Countybfﬁcmlswdthesboouns
emptedsabout 10a.m. whenrqspeo»
 tator, dressed in a blue coat, broy
 pants and red tie, pulled ha ;
- and opened fire in a courtroo :
nommllydocsnothavcmaﬂm
1 10T Ty e :
State Rep. Toby Gonﬁnﬁn,
Arlington, whotemseﬁadbeﬁda- 3

8

layed until latermthemommg.md N

he had left the courtroom and was
getting on an elevator when he
heard gunfire.

: "lstaneddownthq\elemot;fj_ 1
heard five shots,” he said. “Every-
" body elsesaid it wasnine. '
' “luwsomcbo@yinablucblazer
running down the stairs and out the
" other end of the building. He had a
bag undar his arm and blondish
hair. s a5 ,.
Goodmanuxdﬂutwbenhewas
in the court, Hill was seated in the
middle, flanked by Farris on the
‘right and Ashworth on the left.
" Hicks called the shootings pre-
,ventable.
: "I‘huepeq)led:dnthwetodte :

2%
Ay

1
§

N wnhahandonhiagh‘m‘(}et;;

e

—

back, get back.” ™ .
Sewulmmmnuom o
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Deputy facility manager Joe C. Davis displays 32  County Justice Center. They were not in use ¥4

metal detectors in the basement of the Tarrant

terday.
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‘county’ ity C itment

‘county’s security comimu :

; : h In 1986, Domingo “Chico”

% BY STAN JONES, In the aftermath of yesterday's Valakihexsiorans kli‘i?:datsiglwdz;

¥ BiLL HANNA shooting in the 2nd Court of feodantia Ematy Claast L

~ " AND KATHY SANDERS Appeals at the old Tarrant County o 5o qe oh 0 o s dodat

s Fort Worth Star-Telegram Courthouse, judges, county an_d law ney's st laie ofitiers Ra ort ;c ior~ ;

| FORT WORTH — Locked ina [enforcment officials were pointing | yroqied 10 the ground. In A e

. basement storage room at the Tar- | fingers in several directions while LN 3088, g L sherih’s ugus!

. rant County Justice Center, 32 met- idebating whether the bloodshed | swled himself in ajustice depuof’thcw

 al detectors designed to keep guns !could have been prevented. Dioe whete e an i T

%out of courtrooms are gathering Some county officals acknowl- rpnq : ndce Rﬁcra‘six-hourslandoﬂ‘ t%:en

_dust. edge that more should have been killed himself s

“‘ And while the detectors might not #done to address the se(;unty m]’s Tohibit said yestérday's

" have prevented yesterday's bloody £1991 recommendations, while aisd S dhe ot N\?uisi!mdthz ‘

* shooting spree in a Tarrant County {some commission members and ' probllle,mcu S |

appellate court, at least one judge §judges conceded they may not have “It’s real m‘“m po“' L AR

' contends they highlight an alarming {pushed strongly enough togetthem = ¢y o 0 0 0 iy ﬁmnsetat.” ‘

. and longstanding lack of concern ¢enacted. ; . Johnson said. I think we need fo

- among the county’s leaders over & “Ithinkit’sallof us,” Wilsonsaid. address the problem We're all

. gourtroom security.  “Some judges had requested addi- wery g very e

| “We're angry,” said Criminal 1 tional security, some felt what we i chm'mlwtm'@dng B 45 Tt Distrs

. District Judge Lee Ann Dauphinot. {had wasadequate. Ibelievethetruth ¥ .

- *If they had had a metal detector in ofthe matter isifthe commissioners Biesi s A heiels i .
throught the judges really wanted da

‘every courtroom, this probably
%v'vouldn‘t have happened.”

S e e e

HE COURTHOUSE SHOOTINGS
‘Courthouse officials criticize

- additional security they would have

been_ enacted in full, most county
officials agree it is unlikely that met- '

* | Since 1986, four incidents of vio-  gone something.” al detectors would ever have been |

. lence in or around Tarrant County’s Criminal District Court No. 4  installed at the 2nd Court of

jgunmoms have touched off calls JudgeJoe Drago Illspearheadedthe  Appeals, where yesterday’s grizly }

s for stepped-up_ secunity. In June  ceoyrity committee followingan in-  shooting took place.

:f99],apancl ofjudges, administra-  cigen; in 1991 when a defendant Chief County Bailiff Tony Wise /

 tors and county employees recom- - he14 5 gun on Judge Don Leonardin | said the appellate court is a state-

: mended installing metal detectorsat  piq courtroom. funded court and the county does

! éourtroom building entrances, add- Drago said his court coordinator ' not provide armed bailiffs or other -

1 ing roving patrols of security guard |, delivered the report in mid-  security. v

éa‘nd other more minor Measures.  jyune of last year to commissioners But Jim Hutcheson, general coun-

None of the key recommenda- ' ;4 (alked informally with Com- ' sel for the Texas office of court ad-
‘tions ever was acted upon, accord- | icsioner J.D. Johnson about it @ ' ministration, which oversees the
Ling to members of the panel. few times. ~ appeals courts, said most counties -

The 32 metal detectors In SIOrage | «[ got the impression J.D. was are expected to provide security for

“were never intended tobe installed, o1y very interested in it. He want-  appellate courts. ety

“but were available for use at the .4 15 carry the ball” through com-  “The statutes say that the coun-

I request of a judge for aspecifictrial | picgioner’s court, the judge said. 1  ties are supposed toprovide housing
or proceeding, said County Admin-  ¢en it gver there and I never heard  for the appeals courts,” Hutcheson
istrator G.K. Maenius and Acting  from the commissioner’s court. said. “The feeling is that since these
Sheriff Jim Minter. - Therewasnoacknowledgementand courts are usually in the county
. Deputy County Facilities Mana- i s never on the agenda.” conithions: ibeitbaurite el \

iggr Joe C. Davis, wh'c:. oversees beenthe ~ Whenaskedwhy he didn’t pursue £8P use, the security is already

Y - ve m . - L % ¢
Mect:irs. salt‘li!etybeywere purchased "“"-"‘.".‘.d“""‘"’&fndﬁ?"ﬁ _ The county has 73 full-time bail-
used since 1 | go said: “"You get busy doINg YOUX | e o0y 33 ot vime bailiffs ¢ ‘
a state surplus sale in May | ocmal work and it gets out of AR X

1991.

LW | don’i think we can afford to
any more human beings,” said

mind.” 7
“About all I can say is 1 have been

lice 52 courtrooms in the Tarrant
County system, Wise said. That
works out to about two bailiffs per

court. An additional |1 uniformed

('

iminal District Judge Sharen Wil- killing in Billy Mill’s courtroom. If

they don’t [do anything this time] mm“”‘““fedw‘WWZ& N
they never will.” : el ai ' .

hour security.
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l

\\

. iffs are co

Thel}secumyofﬁcmspamlun? ;
i tu'e»bunldm%s , Wise said, while bail-

ned to tti;‘enr respective
' courtrooms. All bailiffsandsecurity " Ay
officers carry handguns, and most Tt was ks movmsamoumin,« :
have recently completed a40-hour, )

state-certified “*bailiff’sschool” that

prepares them for violent court-
room confrontations, Wise said.

Wise said 11 security guards are |

not euOugh ‘The civil courts build-
ing, for instance, has a nighttime

~ guard when the courthouse islocked

up, but nonedunngtheday, hesaid.
On Monday, Wise said he sent a

~ 'memo to Minter requesting two ad-
ditional security officers, mcludmg ‘
~ one to provide daytime security to
. the civil courts bulldms and the old

. courthouse. !

“I needed wm: over in that

~ courthouse over there because I'd
 had several confrontati

‘domestic courts [below the appel-
- late courtroom] . |

tions in the

:,” WIQC said.
Wise said he approached County

Judge Tom Vandergriff in .lanuary !
~ about adding additional security, :

but said he was eventually rebuffed.

“I had talked with Judge Vander-

griff and had sent letters,” Wise
said. Wise said Vandergriff later

" told him that while he was sympa-
thetic to the need, Personnel Direc-

tor Gerald Wright convinced the
judge that addmonal security

wasn’t necessary.

The recommendation “‘just float-

ed out in the breeze,” Wise said.

Vandergriff said he never met

with Wright. The county judge said
he thought Wise’s recommenda-

tions were something to be takenup

in upcoming budget talks for fiscal
1993.

that’s what happened to the com-

~ mission’s recommendations of
1991, which followed an incident
- earlier that year in ‘which a capital
' murder defendant attempted to
take State District Judge Don Leon- |

_ ard hostage using a handgun he took

j’,-lv -'ﬁ'omfthe judge’s bench.

Attorney Mark Daniel, whosaton |

‘the subcommittee, said the recom-

mendations were somewhat vague,

~despitethe valiant effort by Drago.

- “I'had been very concerned about

~ security for several years and when

this happened we decided to sit

~ down and come up with some rec-

~ommendations,” Drago said yester--
day. “I wrote up a reportand sentit

over to the commisioners.”

- He said so many interests were
it mngforanenuon-—-mejudges,the ot

g / // ’__r"l

Some courtroom regulars say

i) prosecutors, defense atwnm a!id
| court personnel — that few deﬁqi

tive answers could be reached.
‘%lﬁm

3‘calledforafeasibihtysmd) O“h"(' ‘Staff writers J. WLW &

panel’s recommendations because

- some of the requests seemed im-

“My understandl isthatif they

. were readily achiev

ted,” she said,

}
|
. practical.
|
110, “be<a

i thoughshe eouldn'twcallthespemf- ‘

i ICS
" Bedford attorney Lexa Auld, who
- ismarried to Judge Bruce Auld, said

“attorneys who regularly practice at
the courthouse are frustrated with

the lack of security.
“Today that could have been any

people who was shot was just there,”

certainly do better than uothmg at
| all W
' Auld said she was shocked to

' learn that the county had more than |

. 30 metal detectors in a basement
| that aren’t being used. .

“You havegot to be kidding,” she

 said. “I don't guess 1 should be

surprised though, consudermg how
| this county operates,” /Y

Tht 32 metal dgtectors wc:e

" bought for $1,500 through the Tar-
- rant County Sheriff's Department
 after the Texas prison system of-
fered them as surplus, according to

and Mmter

A pnson system had to oﬂ‘er

‘ “That was the number that TDC
" had for sale,” Minter said.
~ " Chief Bailiff Wise said that
" additional bailiff would have to be
'hired for every detector placed at a
\courtroom or building entrance. He

| estimated the annual salary of bail-

iffs at about $18,000 a year.

| “mnnkwehavetofacethemhty.
g  that those of us in public service,
vf thoseofuswhohuwwbeaccewblc

f//r

i®

e, they were

of us because at least one of theg

Auld said. “I know you can’t turn :
 the place into a fortress, but you can -

Purchasing Director Sharon Gunn

Although the number purchased
cormponds to the numberofcourt-.

" rooms in the 2-year-old Justice Cen- .
ter, Minter said that was not by de-
" sign. He said the department
purchascd as many detectors as the !

. ‘/,/
] WS L

| ta the publtc, were vulue:able's i’
-

" where we' re lockmg oursdwes ‘

Ai» 1 hinddoseddoomsmqnmmpt i

carryourjustwemthlscountry: '
I me mconccnvable

FrankPerkﬁlsmmbntedhﬂlil

I -‘



on securlty went ul

By KAmv SANDERS |
! "Fort Worth Star-Telegram -

 FORT WORTH — After ajudge

: washeldatbaywithagumnthemw
_courthouse last year, acommittee of
Tarrant County judges, administra-
tors and employees got together to
- study security problems at county
buildings.

4 Thecommittee complleda“wtsh
list” of security needs, identifying

and recommending solu-

problems

tionsafteradefendant inJudge Don
Leonard’s criminal district court got
» lahddofagunandheld‘ﬂonﬂle
’ udge No one was injured.

mmmm«nqwmfor-

The‘l'érmntcmmw‘j
ter Security Committee — which

spht into four groups tostudy secur-

tions, mostly for the M M{}'
house, mduded.

m Placing dmmonnmg
building entrance. o P \

@ Having an obvious “sbow gf ‘
authority™ as a deterrent. |

] Su\mngmvmpmolsm i
tion to lobby guards. Two \
shonldbcondmyatallum _
ing patrols could check that g!l
doors, maintenance entrances and
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dby minutes

" ByHOLLACE WEINER

" Fort Worth Star-Telegram

. FORT WORTH — General Cco-

ntractor Dick Stacey will never
again gripe when his employees take
abreather during the workday.

- “I’ll never complain about taking
breaks again,” he promised yester-
day, relieved that he and his three-
man painting crew were alive and
well after a bullet, fired inside a
courtroom, flew through a window
pane and sailed between two rungs

" ofan unoccupied ladder.

_ Seven minutes earlier, 41-year-

| old Tim McGinty, one of Stacey’s

employees, had been standing on
the ladder, painting the window
trim a hgstol:ieagly;mmct shade of

evergreen. o At
“One of the bullets was, like,

~ through the ladder where 1 was

standing,” McGinty said as he

~ stood on the sidewalk. “I got a little

shaky. I feel like ’'m the luckiest

*man in Fort Worth, seeing as how !
" might havebeen the sixth victim.”

Five people were shot, two of
them fatally, about 10 a.m. yester-
day when a man pulled 2 9mm
handgun duringa session of the 2nd
§‘0urtof Appeals. .

McGinty, who has been painting
door and window trim on the 1890s
courthouse for the past month,
propped up his ladder and set down
his paint bucket on a third-floor
granite balcony yesterday morning.

&«
el

Tim McGinty: Painter
hadaclosecall.
He didn’t know what was going on
behind the window, he said, because
the curtains were shut.
McGinty said that he normally
takes a break at 10 a.m. But yester-

' day morning, a co-worker operating

acherry picker sent the basket up for
him at seven minutes to 10, so he
descended. ‘

After relaxing with a can of iced
tea in the courthouse basement, he
re-entered a hallway and heard
shots. ' i

When a few minutes later he
opened a door, walked across the
courthouse lawn and looked up to-
wardhisyorkphce, he was shaken.

 Painter was on break when bullet went through Iadder

Had he been on the ladder, a bul-
let would have hit his head or chest,
he said. Another bullet would have
whizzed through a window pane
three feet to hisright. Pt

“There’s two bullet holes there, -

~ which means there’s two bullets out

there somewhere,” he said, motion-
ingtoward Main Street. o
Realizing that he had an extended

| break, after consulting with his em-
~ ployer, McGinty phoned his par-

ents — Ann McGinty, a retired
teacher’s aide, and Gifford McGin- -

ty, a retired military man — to tell

them he was unhurt. A couple of

hours later, he turned up at their

Fort Worth home to retrieve a Po-
laroid camera so he could illustrate
on film hisclose brush with death.
The painter’s sister, Barbara
McGinty Hardaway, said that her
brother was counting his blessings
and so was hisimmediate family.
“Thank God there was paint on
his clothes and not blood,”” she said.
By2 p.m.,tbepaintcfwasbackon
the balcony, perched on the ladder,
painting the frame surrounding the

damagedpane.
~ «Jt was sort of like getting back on
a horse after you get thrown,” the
painter explained. 1 decided if 1
dwelled on it too much, 1 might not
want to go up. Besides, since I went
up there and finished the work, it
also means I don’t have to get up
thereanymore.” e,
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Family court Judge sa
held grudge over dlvorce caf

l

BY MICHAEL WHITELEY
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
. FORT WORTH — For state Dis-
trict Judge Maryellen Hicks, Mon-
day’sorder seemed aroutine twistin
a tumultuous divorce case that had
spanned five years and spilled into
courtrooms across two states.
! Without benefit of a hearing, the
yfmmly court judge blocked George
. Lott’s insistent efforts to obtain
is ex-wife’s current address in Peo-
. nia, .
- | It wasn’t until hours after a bat-

l

tery of shots echoed along the oom-
dors of the Tarrant County Court-

house that Hicks linked the 45-year-
old lawyer with the man suspected
of waging a bloody assault on the
Tcxas 2nd Court of Appeals yester-

— killing two lawyers and
woundmg two judges.

Hicks spent yesterday afternoon
at the hospital with the families of
wounded Appeals Court Judges
John Hill and Clyde Ashworth.

“I think I’m a pretty lucky per-
son,” Hicks said. “I was sitting by

1

John Hlll'sbedwonderm& Whyll
he here, and 'm not?”” ™
Sbaken angry and at times in

tears, Hicks spent last night under

armed guard at a location that she -
asked not be disclosed. She said she
plans to follow through with vaca-
tion plans next week and mmsme
when she will return to the bench.

Shesandshewasanmenat’l'ar- |
rant County’s lack of attempts to
beef up security for its courts. She
wasmostfnghtenedatmeehance
shcoouldbavebeenapnmcm

for Lott’s rage.

“I think it’s really a tragedy that
we haven't any better security in
that building or any court building

in this nation,” Hicks said. “If they .

- say they've been talking about up-
grading security, that is a really
cheap lie.”

Amid confusion over why Lott
fired into a panel of appeals court
judges who had never considered
his prolonged divorce case, Hicks
said lawyers in her first-floor court-
room thought they spotted Lott in

the doorway a few minutes before.

No one was able to confirm the
sighting, but Hicks said Lott had
held a grudge since he represented
himself and lost in the three-week
divorce trial in January 1990. She
says that grudge apparently grew
when Lott lost appeals before the

- Texas 2nd Court of Appeals and the

state Supreme Court last year.
Lott was still filing motions in the
Tarrant County case and was the
subject of criminal sexual abuse
charges filed by his ex-wife in Peoria

— ” : .
.

—

‘when the shootings oecnmad

She said thejuryhadmven
hbetalvumuonnghtswhenh
in 1990. He wasallowed visits o1
first, third and fifth
each month. Those had been"ré-
stricted irf subsequent Teusegln
actions, and visitation was fi
wspen&dbyanmlnmsmdse
ing on abuse allegations. -H?
s

Hwbsmdjummﬂ:e

mmwldthatmmwﬁ‘w
mgﬁ'ompamnoua. :
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N ever again

Courthouse safety must be No. 1 pnonty |

Wea

‘And so it has happened.
~ Again.
... Just as it has happened before.

- And before that.
~ - And before that.

Just as it must not happen again.

ser-Ever,
i« Violence strolled unnoticed, un-
ehecked. undetected into the Tarrant
“County Courthouse yesterday. found

sneaky opportunity among the decorum

“qdey -

there. exploded. snuffed out cherished .

“tives. inflicted serious wounds.
And it caused those there — employ-

_ ees. judges, attorneys, spectators — once

. more to have heightened reason, as o
. putit, tolearn to live wnth apprehensxon
" if not fear.

. So what are we going to do about it?
-+ What are we, after so many start and
- Stop attempts, at long last going to do
' ';lbout it?

‘How much bloodshed. how many

' .deaths how much hurt, how many guns,
-show many horrific incidents, how many

“explosive outbursts will, it take before

! somethmg finally is done?
~+ And what can be done?

'\ We had better find out. And we had _
better find out now because we have, after

all, had more than mere warning shots.

- In the aftermath of past violent out-
. bursts at the courthouse has come a few
+ atiempts at corrective action — a study -

. committee here, installation of some pro-

tective devices there — but that 1s ob\u-f .

ously not enough.
And, now, as before, havecomeexpres-

sions that no matter what security steps |
are taken, not all potential violence at the :

courthouse can be checked.
Maybe not. But that must be thegoal.

~ And anyone in authority at the court- |
house not willing to pursue that goal with |

vigor — indeed with expectations of suc-

- cess — had best j jllSl move on. And do n -"

now.

Let Wednesday. Julv 1. 1992: be re- |
membered as the day those at the court- |
house — the sheriff’s department, Com- '
‘missioners Court. judges. others — |
finally got deadly serious about doing \
what should have been done too. many |

violent outbursts ago.

Let that effort begin in éamest the ﬁrstw‘
\ thmg this morning.

Before the first phone call.

- Before the start of routine busmess
Before coffee.
Give it top pnonty i,
Recognize that it is far more nmponant

than budgets, buxldmgs. mad bmldmg, ’
anything. My
Focus on it the necessary thought Te- |,
‘search, money, action, commitment. =~ |
~And, this time, don’t even think of -
stoppinguntil thejob 1sdbneand doncthéa :
‘best it can be done. -

" Without' that, any néxt txmc wn)l be
unacceptable and mext:mable., N
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‘Witnesses said the gunman pur-
- sued Edwardstothe stmm&y, shpm- *
ing him at least twice in the back.

. Asthe wo;kdaywoundtoanclogc |

yesterday, Minter the doors

ofthe pink gramteb\uldmgto reveal |

the courtroom and the. corridors

where the previous day’s events ’
» 'were played out. .

“I think the public needs to be
aware of the violence happening i in_
our community,” he said.

About two dozen chalk-drawn
circles dotted  the carpet, walls,
benches and window shutters in the ‘
fourth-floor Court of Appeals —
markmg where bullet holes or spent |
casings were found.

A bloodstain on the green carpet
in the third row is a reminder of -
where Marshall was killed. Three |
circled bullet holes on the rear wall |
show where the gunman aimed hls
weapon at Edwards, Minter said. |
- Bullets also pierced the windows on l
the south wall behind the judge’s
bench and scarred the wooden plat
form itself,

Outside, several chalk circles lme
the stairwell where Edwards’ body |
was found and dot the walls where |
bullets struck. f

“I don’t know if it could have |
been prevented or not,” Minter
said. “I'd like to think it couldn’t
happen again.” |

The shootings — and a spurt of
threatscalledinto state judgesinthe
county — have prompted vows
from county officials to delve into
security problems in county build-

ings.

assembli ng them yesterday.

“As long as I have been here, |
have be :n told that putting up those
detectc s has been the responsiblity
of the judges,” said County Judge

Tom " andergriff, whotookofficein

Janu: ry 1991. “I am trying to get to
the b)ttom of who is responsible for
thos: devices.”

One judge, Criminal District
Jucdge Lee Ann Dauphinot, issued a
court order yesterday morning re-
quiring county workers to install a

- metal detectorin hercourtroom and
lcks on doors. r

County facilities coordinator |
Gary Kirby said the work in Dau- |
phinot’s court was completed yes-
terday.

Three other judges have also re-
quested that the metal detectors be - '
installed, Kirby said.

The shooitng has also drawn at-
tention to the county’s staff of 73
full-time and 33 pntt-ume bailiffs.

\\\

. saw the gunman shoot Edwards a

The county already has in storage |
32 metal detectors bought from the |
state, and county employees began =

Lt Pat Burnsof tlteshenﬂ’.ﬂmer-

nal affmrs division said an investi-

gation is under way to determine

how each of the cutmhousc bailiffs '.

reacted during the shootmg.
Minter said yesterday that there
‘was not an armed bailiff in the
courtroom, but there was one in a
nearby washroom.
“He did draw his weapon. He did |
not fire because he was not sure he |
could fire safely or if the man was a
police officer or not,” Minter said.
Another source said: “He did
push one attorney back in the bath-
room. When he saw the guy shoot- |
ing, he pulled his gun and followed. [
He walked around the stairwell and ]

- few times. Then he followed him |
down the stairs and watched him g0 |

~ out the door.” J
. Staff writers Frank Perkins, Blll
- Hanna and Stan Jones contnbuteﬁ
to this report.

County building “‘regardless of the cost b

“Personally, I would like to see
tectors in use in every one of ourbm

$10,000 for hand-held detectors.

Officials will decide during the weekend
whether the detectors will be handed out to

' each judge or whether they wxu be used atih

~_courthouse entrances.

ings at
once," Vandergriffsaid yesterday.
He met with County Administrator G.K.
Maenmg, County Facilities Director Gary h
Kirby and Chief Bailiff Tony Wise yester- -
. day mormngand authorized spending up to

Calls for safer courtrooms came as two
district judges received a death threat yes-
terday from a phone caller who told a bailiff
that two gunmen “‘were going to get” the
judges. The callergave no further details. ‘

As of late yesterday afternoon, four judges
had requested walk-through metal dc(ectors !
in front of their courtrooms, Kirby Sai% ‘

The four are Criminal District Court
Judges Lee Dmglhmot and Bill Bur- .

d 322nd ivil District

ogm“ligk Sullivan and County Cﬁmmﬂ C%w
Judge Michael D, Mitchell.

. dﬁq&y employees began amm‘blm;,thel
1 32 detwlm in the basement of the Tarrant

County :!hmce Center but discover _
only two of the nine they were able to 10, I“
togetheryesterdayworked.

' “We knew when we bought themth:
* somewouldn’t work, since they were
},‘ at surplus,
N

1 de-

ph?nﬂ ‘d wth‘rﬁ"fw’%
* spare parts,” Kwy said. “At the price we

were able to get them from the state, we had 1
to tak’bwhatthey gaveus.” . g g

The county bought the detectc
‘e stné auction fora totalof $1,
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helds, it's a step in the right direction,” said
Dauphinot, an outspoken critlc_of court-

. house security.

" “But the most efficient way is to go with
walk-through detectors and then have hand-
helds as backups.” ,
Sullivan, a family court judge, said use of f
metal detectors at the entrances is the only |
thing thatcould have prevented Wednes-
day’sshooting. |
“Obviously, he wouldn’t have been able/
to walk in there with a 9-millimeter gun if

. they had been at the entrance to the court-
' house,” he said. “We’ve gone through these |

' shootings four times in six years and the/
answer to making changes is always eco-
| nomics. I don’t know what it would take to
' get them to install metal detectors, but hope-

fully thisisit.” : »

Increased security was a fixture aroun:
many courtrooms yesterday as bailiffs es-
corted judges to their cars. Sullivan said the
uproar after the shooting shows that more
security is needed.

“In the past hour and a half, we have just
about had every nut in town calling up and
threatening judges,” he said. “It shows we
need to make this place safer.”

~ hang-hgldmctaldetectorsat316 Jédoh. “ 7

|

(

“As long as they’re n6t pulling bailiffs out |

i

‘(,

7

/

hey’re \ , ‘Meanwhilé, county purchasers were pre- -
of the courtroom to operate these hand- paring emergency orders to buy 60 to 70 /

i

The hand-hcld detectors should be in use

.~ Monday. f

“The company is in Kentucky; we can pét y

one-day delivery,” said Sharon Gunn; the

county purchasing agent. -

State law allows the county to spend up 10
$10,000 in an emergency without approval
from the Commissioners Court. Vander-
griff said he is sure that commissioners will
have no problem with the ¢mergency pur-
chase.

Commissioners agreed with the emer-
gency purchase. (O NS

“Ican’t think of an

to purchase those h

- mediately and to take what :
‘lnsu%btll‘le workers’
~Our public buildin,

ything betiertodo than

and-held detectors im-

steps we can to

and citizens safety in
lings,” Commissioner Marti
venswaaysaid.

mmissioner J.D. Johnson also sup-

ported the move.

_“I'm for anything that will prot
cxtmnsofT_arrantCoun_ty,"hesap{: e,
Commissioners Dionne Bagsby and Bob

Hampton were out

for comment.

of town and unavailable
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Emergency personnel lead a wounded mattheTnmntComtyCmihMtou

ambulance.
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" “Ihave fo be very Honest,” Live:

; ‘ f # i # ; . - ", L. ‘ g 1 e s Ol'le : .
@ 'Lott’sfatherblames .ieniimes
T e O T : - more than a year ago during an out-
7 ot ‘ : : - ing at Lenny’s, a "50s hamburger
| Texas law, system  izubmirimes
i ' 9 ' W . ' ~tlement where the trio ate burgers
: ~ f ey 1 y v,%honedaroundatqpinbaufm-
i sl | ~ chine. :
: () . 10 : ~ “The little boy was playing with
fordayofviolence oo
b ' — : ———— _on” the grandfather refalled.
'f%% ANDKATARYNHOPPER . “George was one of the mostloving
| Fort Worth Star-Telegram . i fathers I've seen in my life. I was |
! Doug Lott, the father of the man only with thema couple times. They -
4 who announced on television g Jmtseg:mo;dtobexdul.Andgt_;ljun
i Wednesday that he shot two judges - a crying shame that the court

and three lawyers at the Tarrant
County Courthouse, says he under-
stands why his son snapped.

“Texas law stinks,” said Lott,
who, like his son George, has been
forbidden by the family law courts
from visiting 4-year-old Neal Lott,
George Lott’sson.

“Of course, the shootings are very
shocking to me . .. and I don’t ap-
prove of what George did at all,”
added Doug Lott, 68, an engineer-
ing contractor and West Point grad-
uate who retired to Florida last
month. “But I certainly know why
hedid it.

“I've seen the thing unfold, and
the way my son was treated by thisi
whole judicial system is just so
bad,” the father said. “It doesn’t
surprise me he snapped.”

Doug Lott, in a telephone inter-
view from Sun City Center, Fla,,
said he has no immediate plans to
return to Fort Worth. ‘

*“I don’t know what good 1 cando
there,” he said. “*“My son and I were
not on the best of terms.” y
" Instead, he will wait for advice
from his ex-wife, Nancy, who lives
in Fort Worth and who is closer to
Fellowship cruise to Alaska this
week, a trip she took with their
mﬂm and her two children, he

Doug Lott said he and his wife
divorced about five years ago after .
raising their two children in Fort
Worth's South Hills, Colonial
Country Club and Tanglewood
was born June 7, 1947, in Okmul- |
gee, Okla., where his grandparents
resided and where his mother was

“staying while his father was sta-

tioned with the Army in Italy, fam-
ily and friends said. ‘

She was on a Christian

siiae

During his father’s next assign-
ment in lllinois, the entire family
contracted polio, Doug Lott re-
called, and he retired from the Army
on disability. In the early 1950s, the
family moved to Fort Worth, where
Doug Lott’s brother and sister-in-
law reside. They would not com-
ment yesterday. » : ‘
~ George Lott attended Bluebonnet
Elementary, McLean Junior High
and Paschal High schools before

transferring to Allen Military Acad-

emy, a school in Bryan where he

family and school officials.
He enrolled at Southern Method-

ist University in Dallas, but inter-

rupted his studies to join the Army,
his father said, and served in Korea
during the Vietnam War. After his
discharge, he returned to SMU,

The same year, he entered the Uni-
versity of Texas Law School in Aus-
It was in Austin that he met and
married Margo
ther, Gene Livesay of Fort Worth,
who did not attend the 1985 wed-

~ ding. It was her second marriage.

as hisown attorney indivorce

graduated in 1966, according to

Livesay, said her fa-

' wouldn'tallow him to have parental .

rights.” N ty
In 1987, George Lott’s wife filed

for divorce. She won custody of

their son in 1990 after a three-week
jury trial presided over by state Dis-
trict Judge Maryellen Hicks.
George Lott went through three
lawyers before eventually deciding

0 himself in the case, ac-

SR
e’s a . Lott, who recei
his law degree and license in 1981,

- Texas Bar Association four years

He was awarded visitation rights

~ and moved toa southeast Arlington
~ apartment to be closer to his son,

mmﬁm nerarby‘w_ith his ex-

%endmﬂy wealthy thanks to a
$500,000. inheritance and that he
“had worked briefly as a computer

Margo Livesay later moved to Il-
linois to pursue a new job, her father

" Lottofphysically and sexually

ir 1. an Tlinois
ing their son, In 1991, an Illinois

. court awarded a

-son. He was indicted in April on two
charges of sexual abuse and was to

* face the charges this month in II-

~ Lott’s father said. “So he wasn’t
_ going to be able to see the child any-
 throw him into jail there. . . .Tkn

b w’hhu { 4 ! ;
~ son and there couldn't-possibly
i elli!ﬁ'u,th}'o%tm.”
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Vie ictims and thezr

came irate and obsessed over the
| accusations and that their relanon-
| shipsuffered.

| 'Wright also said that George Lott
was bitterly angry when he lost cus-
tody of his son.

l)oug LOIL $41U ndl ms son be- |

He said Lott believed that the de-

“cision was influenced by Wright’s
father, retired Judge Robert Wright
of'the 325th District Court.

Douglas Wright said that when
court-appointed psychologist Harry

anaylsis was biased because Baker
depended on Robert Wright for his
livelihood. Baker declined yester-
day to comment.

Hicks denied Lott’s requests for a
new trial, Lott became vicious, be-

house politics. “J

Baker of Fort Worth delivered a |
damaging psychological profile on |
Lott to the court during the divorce, |
Lott asked for a mistrial. He said the |

Douglas Wright said that when |

\

\

lieving thﬁt he was a victim oﬁpourt- %,

\
{

BY LISA BLACK
- AND JACK DOUGLAS JR.
&t Fort Worth Star-Telegram
*'FORT WORTH — Judge John
B’ﬂl 48, believed that he was going
10 die as he lay quietly under his
ench waiting what seemed like an
etemxty before the last shot.
That was the picture his wife,
Lynda Hill, 47, drew of the Tarrant
ounty courtroom scene that left

\\\\ \\\ ‘_\_\

ess

“He immediately ducked under
the bench and stayed at the very
back. He knew not to say anything. -
Even when it was going on, he un-
derstood that he needed to be very,
very quiet,”” Lynda Hill said.

She said her husband is still too

| weak and heavily medicated to talk

two dead and three injured Wednes-

‘day after a gunman opened fire.
I really think he thought he was -

dying, and that he was goingoverin

his own mind, kind of, the loose
ends of his life,” Lynda Hill said
during a news conference yesterday
at Harris Methodist Fort Worth.
John Hill and Judge Clyde Ash-

worth, 69, remained in fair condi- " Douglas Lott, the man who con- '

tion yesterday at the hospital.

%
John Edwards, 33, died in theshoot— ‘]i

Attorneys Chris Marshall, 41, and
ings in the 2nd Court of Appeals.

A third attorney, Steven Conder,

28, of Fort Worth was treated at

- John- Peter Smith Hospital for a

graze wound on his right shoulder.
. Still appearing shaken and ner-
vous, Conder said yesterday after-
noon that he did not want to talk.
“I’'mnot feeling very welland I don’t

~want to talk to anybody,” he said

through a crack in his doorway.
Lynda Hill said her husband of 26

“yearstold her““there were shots, and

then there was a pause, and then
there were shots again.”
~ “And it just seemed like it was

- going on and on forever.”

. She quoted him as saying, “I sat
there and I . .. was thinking about
the family mcmbers and how they

[would be] cared for.”

“He said, ‘Well, at least they have
agood retirement program and ben-
efits program for the judges’
wives,”” Lynda Hill said. 4

She said her husband, who was
_presiding with Ashworth and Judge
David Farris on the three-judge
panel, never saw the gunman but
heard an explosion and felt pain. {‘

|
|

about the shootings. She said she’s
also numb with shock and sadncss

H forthcfamxhesoftheothermhms.

-She joined a chorus of demands |
for tighter security at the court-
house.

“I really feel like some thoughtful
consideration needs to be given to
go about making sure the people
working in the courthouse and the -

people there doing business m
safe," she said.

She said she Watchbd Geom

fessed totheshootnmomelmsxon
and felt no sympathy. :
“I'have seen people on TV that

were just so obviously out of their

‘mind that you knew that they were
not responsible,” Lynda Hill said.

_relatives express fear
‘and sadn

\

\

*“And so you had sympathy fortbenr -
« condition,
L “Andldidnt feel that way about
~ him.” )

. have felt angry, but it ‘was just so
think anger is what I really felt.”

A bullet entered and exited John

Hill’s shoulder, leaving him wi
bruised shoulder blade, cncked ri
and punctured lung.

‘Ashworth sufferada bu’llctwound

. in the hip.

His family msucd a bnefwntten

. statement: “Judge Ashworth is. in.

}

~ faircondition, alert and doing well.

“The Ashworth family wishes to
thank all of the people who have
expressed  concern, and remem-
bered them in their thoughts and
prayers. :

“Theyare very appreciativeofthe -

excellent care provided by the doc-

tors and staff of Harris Hospital —

' She added: I probably shold
| meomprehenslbleto methat Idon’t

@

V4
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 judge in the mnd mm t
from 1978 t0 1983. Al uob

Embuomalwaysmnhmwﬁ
such as child custodynnd

. she said. :

“When you somw pubhcservw
it’sa calculated risk,” she said, add-
ing, “I think that he thought that he'
had minimized his risks when [for<
mer Governor] Mark White ap-
pointed him to the Court of
Am]‘a X Ve

“‘hman, you're on the front lines
when ‘\gou reina domesnc-mlations




TV station gives inve

BY JERI CLAUSING
Fon Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — The taped

TV interview in which George
" Lott confessed to spraying a state
appeals courtroom with bullets,

killing two and wounding three,

~{* was turned over to investigators

" yesterday and will likely be used in

any prosecution of Lott, officials.
said.

Lott, a 45-year-old Arlmgton at-

torney distraught over his divorce,
= turned himself in to WFAA/Chan-

nel 8 in Dallas about six hoursafter

-4 the Wednesday morning shooting
i+ . atthe Tarrant County Courthouse.
4 He calmly surrendered a weapon
. and then sat down to tell news
-.anchor Tracy Rowlett why he had

done “a very horrible thing.”
Channel 8 news operations

 manager Craig Harpersaid the sta-

tion surrendered the tape after re-
ceiving a sub yesterday
morning from Tarrant County law

enforcement officials. The station
had aired the entire interview
Wednesday evening, -

Fort Worth police Sgt. Paul

Kratz confirmed that the tape had

been received and said that it likely
will be used against Lott at trial.

“That is a determination for the
district attorney to make, but we
do considerit tobe evidence at this
time,” he said.

Kratz and a Dallas police
spokesman, Sgt. Jim Chandlcr,
said Channel 8 handled the situa-
tion professlonal]y and has been
fully cooperative.

Lott was not under arrest and
was not making the televised con-
fession to law officers, the officers
said. Therefore, laws requiring
suspects to be advised of.their

rights before making statements -

should not apply, they said. ..

“Generally, if a suspect talks to
someone other than a law enforce-
ment officer, that can be used in

Me Mei i
it i"

tnal . Chandler said.

““It was broadcast to the pubhc,
s0 it would probably be able to be.
used in court, much the sameas the
Rodney King tapewasusedm l.m
Angeles.”

Chandler was refemng‘to a na-
tionally broadcast amateur video-
tape that was used to mdxct four
Los Angeles police afﬁoers in the
beating of a motorist. n

Lott walked into the Channel 8

. offices about 4:15 p.m. Wednes-

day, telling the receptionist t thathc
was “‘the man who shot themdges
and that he wanted to speak thh

- Rowlett, Harper saxd. it

“I went and got John Gnd-
Johnsen, [a photogmpherl, and
Jim Willet, who 1sourassxgnmcnts
manager and who is a former po- ..
lice officer, and Tracy Rowlett,
and the four of us walkeduptothe
front of thebuilding,” Harpersaid.
“}»hn Gudjohnsen asked if he was

armed, he pulled up his shirt, and

4
" |

there his Glock [9mm semlauto-
matic gun] was.’

Harper said Wlllet took the
loaded gun, extraclips of ammuni-
tion and a knife Lott revealed un-
der his pants leg, and then led him
to an office to begin the interview.

‘Once they were sure Lott was se-

cured and unarmed, Harper said,
he called 911 and the Fort Worth
police.

“He said he wanted to turn him-
self in,” Rowlett said. “It sounds
pretentious, I know, but my first
thought was, this is a story that we
need to cover. It was only later that
I began to think that there he was,
fully armed, and he had just killed
people. When we turned that cor-
ner, hecould havekilled us, t00.”

Prosecutor Chris Marshall and
Dallas attorney John Edwards
were killed in the courthouse at-
tack. Judges John Hill and Clyde
Ashworthiand Assistant District
Attorney Steve Conder were in-

jured.

Harper said Lott was calm at the
TV station. “Calm on the out-
«side,” Rowlett said, “but you
could tell that he was very, very
confused. He rambled and had
trouble holding onto a thought.”

Channel 8 taped a nearly 20-
minute interview, and by 4:50
p.m. Lott was in police custody.

The officers had arrived about
20 minutes earlier, but Harperand
Chandler said they hung back, de-
ciding how best to handle the ar-
rest. Harper said the station em-
ployees never asked that the arrest

" be delayed until the interview was

over.

“They were in no rush to get,
him,” Harper said. “They didn’t'
want to excite him. . . . When the
police were convinced ‘that it was
time to go in, [station manager
Dave] Lane opened the door, fol-
lowed byl one of the sergeants, and
asked if the interview was finished

G

Tracy Rowlett: Says Lott was
calm but con

ornot.”

At that point, Hnrper wd, Lott .

stood upand officersarrested him.

Rowlett said: *“Nothing quite
like this has happened to me
fore. And I wish the killing

stopsoit would neverhappen. Yo- |

canquotemeontlm" )

9
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Day ofrage leaves
memories and fear

Lott s ex-wife in Illmms
stzll Womes about attack
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. - e . e, 00, L S S ,
declined to comment since WednesF
day’ s shootings. \

*‘She is deathly afraid of Lott, and
she should be,” McCarthy said,
**She has been completely notup to,
talking about thns Shc 18 very, very
distraught.”

There was alarm in Peona yester-
day over whether Lott would be able
toget out of jail. ,

In fact, on Thursday, sttricn
Judge: Sharen Wilson decided that
the 43-year-old Lott would be held
without bail on the capital murder|
ch against him. That meant he
should not be released from jail
even if he were to be able to pay the
ll:ml on the other charges against.

im. *
Beﬁre Wilson’s decision, Lott’ S|
'| bail ad been set at $1.325 million,
| Assisfant State’s Attorney Jxm
; Owe:ts said that Tarrant C :
| Jjailers told him yesterday that the | >
| bail had been set on charges of capi-
| talmurder, deadly assaultona court -
| parti¢ipant and carrying a weapon
| ina prohibited place. They also told |
: hlm, Owens said, that if Lott pro-
‘ the bail, hewonldbesetﬁ'ee i
_,_ Cohnty jailers told Sheriff’s Dep-
artmént investigators the same
| thingyesterday morning, one inves-
tigator told the Fort Worth Star-_

| Warden Map James Skxdmore
, smdﬂlauailmmnmkecp up witha .
‘( daxly flow of new immates, which
| can cause confusmn. He estimated

| daily. " |
He said, however, that Lott could

] not have simply been released by

|| the jailers. The release of prisoners |

| with bail of more than $75;000 can

| only be approved by exther acting

| Chief DeputyJim Minter or Deputy

Chief John Pempsell, he said.

wouldha\?ebecnmakmg

| Lott wastoappear July 20 in Peo-
| ria County Court to stand trial on
charges that he sexually assaulted
| his son, Neal David Lott, with Ms
| hands and a gun during an October,
»1991 visitata Peoria motel. - |
Owens said that he will issue 2
new arrest warrant for Lott when he
| does not appear for trial that day —
automatically revoking the $75,000
bond on which he was released from
Peoria in April. That, Owens said,
will mean that Lott will have to be |
handed over to Peoria officials after
any release from Tarrant County. -

:‘ Telegram. “L

| that 200 mmatcs ‘are processed * robes. and

“If someone were to come down k.
with a million-dollar bond, We

¢ ha w
_“mmmmm ,

N

Dwéns said the. Texas Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser- -
wcemuemm Sﬂﬁcﬂibeh

991 in Fort Wonl;aﬁer Neal came
home with. bruises on' his neck,
arms, buttocks and scrotum aftera
v:sn with Lott. )

After a December hearing, Peona
Judge Robert Manning banned Lott
from seeing his son without supervi-
sion, On May 19 — about a year
after Lgtt began visiting his son in |
Illinois — the court ordered that he
“have no contact” until Lott re-
ceived child-abuse counseling and |
his son’s therapist decided that Neal -
was prepared for the visits.

Records filed in Peoria County
" Court show that Lott saw his son
enght nmﬁ after Livesay moved to

Peona and stopped followmg the;

. court’s decision that the visits be

supervised.
McCarthy said there is no evi-
dence that Lott ever reqeiveﬂ Obun-

ng.
A Tcxas chud-abuse mmnﬁtor d
said in October that Lott had re-

- jected allegations that he had beaten -

his son, saying that the boy fell from
a play;tgund ndm m:mes&
tigator, Suzanne
that Lott had volunteered that he
had not sexually molested the boy
Shesaid sheneverasked. ~
Asource famdnar‘thhihgipmﬂs
xanonlastmsht wnw that #ﬂ
~us¢d a sviotdupd s ~"
dunng sexual encounters ‘wnh is

McCarxh declmed 1o oommcnt
on the reports but said that Neal had
beconie mcreasmglytalkanveabout
the encounters during mongp
psychological therapy. "

“The more we got into ﬂzm tﬁe;

ut the things that.

foraverylongtime.”

Livesay’s co-workers in the Com-
puter Science Depanmen!' at Brad-
ley University said yesterday that
she waged a frustrating battle to gain

tionsﬁ'ommétimeﬁgnﬂndch& |

esforlastycarsiallsemeser.

“smmmtspmqmw;
admthem

ordcredhcrtolethum e the boy
andmtelltheboyioenjoyil, saxd

sweat and blood the. whole 1
 McAlpinsaid,

: notaPe?smhomeboy;lamaChm-

Br James MeMpm. WW
puterscience at Bradley.

McAlpin said Livesay eomiim-
ally missed classes to keep court a
pointments in custody cases in
linois and Texas. He said that she
did not take classes for the summer

_ andpmbably will notre!mn;o the
: ;mwcmty until next fall.

“But once she atrivgd, ﬁfas

Court officials said thmhey a’lso
feared Lott and were not surprised
by the attack at the Tarrant County
Cmmhouse \

- Owens, who filed the criminal
charges against Lott in March, said
he watched Lott during several
heannss in the custodycasepnddc-
cided hewasdangerous :

“When he stepped mtothecoun |
house, everybody knew it. And they
would warn us in advance that he

‘was coming,” Owens said. “When

_ you hear about something like this

happening involving someone you
know, you are usually surprised. No

;one here was surprised.”

gtr;e 4, Lott wrote Owens a
bmerl er complaining that the |
prosecntorhadnotthnadthewi-
denceagainst him. !

“I will, of coursé. beek uncuons
should you fail to provide me with
~such ...,” Lott told Owens. “I am |

tian and not a roman

aamal

.
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- BYSTAN JONES :
' Fon Worth Star-Telegram ¥ ,

FORT WORTH—Theyrange in,
age from 39 to 79. Somemﬁcm\
officers, some are retired teachersor = Lt !
businesspeople with little or no
weapons training. The key to safety l
- in the courtroom, they are Tamﬁt
OOumy s bailiffs.

‘The judges and county law-en-
~ forcement 6fﬁcmls who place them

_on the front line in the hostile
~ of criminal justice say they trust
bailiffs with their lives.

‘But in light of Wednesdayﬁs‘
slanghterauhaold Tarrant Coum?«
Courthouse in which two
~ were killed and three injured, in-
h ‘one who may have been
killed in the presence of a bailiff,
county officials are assessing anew
- whether they are up to the mi: -

The may have merit, ac-
cordmgtoafpmerchgd' bailiffand
- some courthouse officials.

Tarrant County is one of omy a
'~ handful of counties in Texas tlm
doés not nqﬁm all its court baﬂn(fs
" to be certified peace officers. As a
result, bailiffs hired by the Sherif’s |
Depanmem or by judges need not
“have any formal training in court-
room security before they hssutnc
their duties.
 Lawton Williams, chief cointy

 bailiff from 1980 t0 1990, said that
" few of the bailiffs under his com-
mMW the department with
pnor Iamforccmem experience. |

m ployees and the like. |
way it was; that’s not the l

’ way lt should have been.”
~_Acting Chief Deputy Jim Minter v :

. more are at least 60.

ionoperatorsand meat pack- i

training:

~ In Dallas County, only licensed
shénﬂ"s deputies with at least 712
~ hours of law-en{mcement ?gm
ﬁcallowed to serve as bailiffs, said
Larry Fomyth ﬂpmgf
County bailiff.
“The theory is lhls “The people

thatyouseecommmnmmewm i

" crimes in the news at night are going
to wind up in one place. That’s this
courihome”Forsythsand. Thcrcs-"

no dnﬂ‘ercncc in handlmgthem on
the street than in the courtroom.
They’re violent, dangerous peoplé
andonlyuummkshwld
handling them.”
Tcxaslawdmwsthatoﬂym
otﬁcenmauﬁwedmme
ons in the course of their duties.

Minter said that Tarrant County
{ bmliﬂ'swbolnckmnfomm,

certification are allowed to carry
handgunsbyspeeiclpharisiouofth
Texas Code ‘of Cnnunal Proo:-
dures. ! &

mdthatvmnallynllthnhum

bailiffs have completed a 40-hour

bailiff school that teaches them how
and when to use tlmrweapom m
courtroom emergencies.
Nevertheless, Tarrant Goum
bailiff systemhas long been viewed
" bycritics as little more than a retire-
ment home for ex-law enforcement
officers or ex-businesspeople look-

n;forapayoheck.'l'enofmcoﬂ'

~'ty’s bailiffs are Wwoldermd%?

i tothetroonrts.‘

.leson said that

'Carrent Chief Bailiff Tony Wise

,w

- proved years Mmﬂl

g mﬂmmtmcmti

hwtwafﬂl,cﬂuw ﬂ'smgned
%:ﬂu ofle
- of his bailiffs is a retired football
~ player amethnoﬁ-
erisa fomeraewntygurdfom&
. Bass family of Fort Worth. .\

.‘  bailiff is smm by the benw.,

tment.
Criminal Dmrmt Judae Lpe m

| Dauphmot,whomdtm,ﬁnm

hasmwo of her bafhfﬁ to pgq‘ie

of'ﬁccrsdlool,

Criminal District Jndge gum

her handpicked

bailiff has attended the 40-hdur

bailiff school and that the sheriff's
dcpmyasslsnpd to her oqun,wa f
rmer peace officer. /
Ivencverl,‘g;nmafemmxm /
courtrooms,” she said. i ,

Wilson said that in addition.to -
bailiffs, an armed district attorney’s

investigator is almost always in at-

tendance dunns cnutlmom pyb-

- Criminal District Judrploem ;
commission that

mlssxon s ﬁndma.
“I think the perceptionof the hiil-

iffs being tottering old men is cer-

 oftheSherifl’s Departmentsaidyes- tainly true of the past, but they'fe

- terday that although many bailiffs
A ate not peace officers, many are li-  getting mm’?ﬁt and YW“E;“

~ censed_jailers with_ cowmnﬂe. days,” said Drago. Oniran-

" law-enforcement training. . - (2 lﬂt?lthmkmlvbcwemthm‘

TheShenﬂ‘sDepmmen‘&mw -

rently has 73 full-time bailiffs and |

33;;“«(une bailiffs to serve 52

is. In addition, each criminal <

| has one or two addi- -

i , workl‘drthejndg-’ :

S

/s
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BY MICHAEL WHITELEY t
Fort Worth Star-Telegram }
PEORIA, Ill. — Although
eorge Lott’s compulsion to serve
p his own version of justice might
ave circumvented the latest in
ourthouse security, an Illinois |
prosecutor and administrator say ]
iwhat happened in Tarrant County |
n Wednesday is less likely to hap-
pen here.
At the recently revamped, 5-floor
iPeoria County Courthouse, the
etal detector at the only public en-
trance could have spotted the 9mm |
handgun that the assailant smug- |
ed in and used to kill two people
nd wound three in Fort Worth.
* The X-ray machine could have |
stopped him from passing it
ithrough in a briefcase. A computer-

e S ———

ized combination-lock door could
have blocked his entrance to the of- |

lerks.
« Had he gotten past all that |
security anyway, a Peoria County |
sheriff’s deputy monitoring video
meras aimed at every entrance of
e building could have watched his
treat.
~ “I’ve always been a believer that |
_mothing is foolproof if someone |
‘wants to get in,” said Sheriff George
Shadid Sr. “I would have to say that
situations are always possible

'in a society with this much freedom

| f movement.”
‘4 Until the shooting Wednesday,

(the Tarrant County Courthouse |

‘$tood wide open to visitors, with

iliffs the only security inside
Lourtrooms and no guards or
;ﬁecning devices elswhere. On
‘Thursday, county officials ap-

"‘f:{‘roved spending up to $10,000 im-

ediately for hand-held metal de-
' fectors. ;
'* Shadid and Assistant State’s At-

{torney Jim Owens, who showed off | :
/the security system while discussing | -

Lott’s case yesterday, say the gun-
:man would have found it difficult to

‘enter the Peoria courthouse and

|even harder to escape.

4 Both said they had worried that
i Lott posed a safety threat during the |

Hllinois to argue for the right to see

fices housing judges, juries and ‘ .

I

ay officials in Illinois

|

i Safety concerns led to the fiihter r
‘Fecurity at the Peoria courthouse in 6, ' 3
{fecent years. Shadid said judges, { ,I vealways befll a .be
prosecutors and county officials liever that nothing is
funanimously agreed three years ago mq'“
go back proposals primarily meant lp lfs,omﬂme 5
1o keep inmates from mingling with wantstogetin. I would
urt officials and the public. haveto 3
" Previously, inmates had been * g ooy that these sit
f iven to the side of the building ations are always pos-
,-;tx;d escorted onto a public elevator ibleina society with
“for court appearances. 3 bag
i “Wehada very bad situation, and ;,”us llulef reedom 0]
.‘;veryone involved agreed we had a iymygmnt. ”
.serious problem,” Shadid said. “We | ek Shadid Sr
“had no problem for getting the sup- u qumc”mtyw T,
nwn.,! sm'l'l ' )

£ The courthouse, revamped a vear |

agoatacostof$11 million, requires
attorneys and the public attending
civil and criminal cases to pass
through a metal detector. The court- .
house is the first in Illinois to hold
video bail hearings. Judges hear
pleadings and set bail as the inmates
testify on camera from the county
jail’s library six miles away, Shadid
said.

Judges have a private door t0
enter the courthouse. And even at-
torneys are barred from entering the
secured area reserved for judgesand
their staffs.

Fort Worth Star-Telegram / PAUL MOSELEY

The flag flies at half-staff at the Tarrant County Courthouse, where
weak security has been blamed in Wednesday’s :lylootlngs. ¢

'$ix months he appeared in court in
'is son, Neal David Lott.
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Abuse by Lott
suspected in

Texas visits
‘Tlinois investigation

i fgcuses_on 16 caseS v

BY MICHAEL WHITELEY

T, FortWorth Star-Telegram é
PEORIA, Ill. — Illinois officials investigating
allegations that George Lott subjected his son to
bizarre rituals and sexual abuse say many of those

incidents may have occurred in Texas.
Assistant State’s Attorney Jim Owens said his
office has investigated 16 separate cases in which

Lott during weekend visitsin Texas and Peoria. '
Lott remained in Tarrant County Jail yester- |
- day. He is being held without bail on a charge of
* capital murder after Wednesday’s shooting spree '
at the Tarrant County Courthouse in which two |
attorneys died and an attorney and two judges
_ were injured. The shootings in the 2nd Court of
Appeals, he has said, were intended to draw atten-
 tion 10 how he was unfairly treated by the courtsin.
~achild-custody battle. :
- Court records show that Lott visited his son
eight times at Peoria motels after his ex-wife,
- Margo Livesay, moved to Peoria in May 1991.
Owens said yesterday that Livesay photo

(More on OWENS on Page 12)

)
5}

graphed examples of the child’s in-| N
juries and reported the instances to
Texas child authorities before mov-
ing to Peoria to get away from her
ex-husband.
~ But the visits didn’t stop until
Dec. 26, when a Peoria juvenile
~judge barred Lott from seeing his

The Peoria court halted all visits
‘May 19 after Lott was indicted on |
charges of aggravated criminal sex-/

“ual assault and criminal sexual as-
sault.

“It’s interesting that what an Il-

linois court could do in months, no
court in Texas could do in years,”
Owenssaid.

After a three-week trial in Fort
Worth, a Tarrant County jury or-
dered Lott’s divorce and awarded
custody of their only child to Live-
say in January 1990. But the jury
allowed Lott visitation on alter-
natingweckends.

\

h!
\

* Lott is accused of abusing 4-year-old Neal David |

~Owens and ' Peoria - attorney '
David McCarthy say' Livesay re-
peatedly asked for investigations
from Texas Child Protective Ser-
vices before she moved to Peoria in
May 1991. b B TR SN
Texas Department of Human
Services officials have declined to -
comment on the case. But one court
record shows that a Fort Worth |

caseworker interviewed Lott about |
bruises on the boy’s body after a
visitinAugust, o i

‘Prosecutors have charged the 45-
year-old lawyer only in instances oc-
curring Oct. 4 and Oct. 6, when Lott
was accused of using his hand and a

‘guntoabusetheboy.
Owens said testimony during pri-

' vate juvenile proceedings in Peoria

also indicated that Lott dressed in
ceremonial robes and wore a sword
during some of the sexual encoun-
ters he allegedly had with his son.
Neal Lott was never injured with a
sword. Owens said the incidents
may have spanned two years before
Lott’sfinal visiton Thanksgiving.
Owens said investigations into
the reports of ritualistic elements of -

the encounters are ongoing but have '

not turned up enough evidence to
file formal charges. U, S )

Peoria County State’s Attorney
‘Kevin Lyons had called a Chicago
expert on ritualistic, satanic sexual
abuse to testify at Lott’s July 20
trial. ,

“The severity and unusual nature
of the incidents had prompted Peo-
ria officials to expand their probe
into Texas,” he said. ,

“Once you get the impression of

- the very unusual nature of these

crimes, you back up and piece to-
gether whatever you can get.”

Owens said his office decided to
press criminal charges after sitting
in on several civil juvenile hearings
called by the Hlinois Department of
Children and Family Services. |

Services for one of the people
killed in the melee Wednesday, As-
sistant District Attorney Chris Mar-
shall, 41, chief appellate prosecutor,
will be held tomorrow. The services
will begin at 2:30 p.m. at Westcliff -
United Methodist Church, 4833
Selkirk Drive. :

Attornev John J. Edwards. 33, of

Dallas, was buried Friday in Waco.

Judge Clyde Ashworth, 69, wds in
satisfactory condition yeste‘rdg‘_:t
Harris Methodist Fort Worth. The
other judge, John Hill, 48, was re-
leased from the hospital Friday‘i ‘

A third attorney, tor

Steven Conder, 28, was treatedand)
released the day of the shooting,: -

- g

Goorge Latt: Discaihed :‘-’1
as surly, obsessed R
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 FORT ima'm The federalprison in .
FortWorthopenedass 2 million, 204-bed

facility yesterday that soon willreduce the

daily transportation of federal
mdf:omcounproeeedmgs.

pmoners to
Federal prisoners being held ii thglohn-‘

“m County Law Enforcement Cen

' Federal Correctional Instituti
- few weeks, said Warden Ron
terday, prison officials moved 12 sentenced =~
mmuteswhohadbrokenuhonmlesmto i

‘Cleburnemllbcmovwxothenewjailatthc
nmthe;z{ext !
es-

thejail. -
- The pending trahsfcr”is welcomed by the

| "pmoncmobompmmdmpindowntown ’
‘FoﬂWoﬂhmllbeshoncnedfmmwmuu

toax.

annually. The federal government pays the

But Johason County officials say they will

’

e mmtheuumtedssw,ooomntﬁe:rcon- /

v,

tract with the Marshals Service brings mb ;

. county $54 a day to house each of the 90 or -

" malelockup, female federal prisoners will be
f houndntheumﬁddjhﬂ,mmm f

~ Worth are nonviolent offenders convicted -

_time.

'm
",row windows that overlook the monm

:malmnbeullowedtoeonmum

'''''''''

s0 federal prisoners in the jail at a given
“This is someﬂung that will definitely af-

fect our revenues,” said Conn!y Judge Joe
Durham, #

Because the correctional institute isan all-

ofmmumcbuembeﬁemcnuﬁddnu'

The new Z-nory beige brick-ond-cmw
hsdouble-bunkodoellsmthm

fencmhltwn'oundtheprhon.
odaml prisoners housed there

y roomsandanm-houaehbnrymostoﬂhe #
~ day. However, inmates assigned to the jail -
~ for rule-breaking will remain in locked cells,
T cxcepttoshowerorexcrcue,nurkhmw‘%d A,

After last-minute clwd:;oaseenmy
supplies yesterday, 12 inmates were moved -

into the facility for stays of up to two
 months. Those men have violated rules -

mwngfromin!diencatoauault,nurkhart,~-
- said. r

Hemdofﬂeiakphntomovemompmb- j

l mmmwwswmmx
- ingweeks.

“msabkeanwmﬂmw-?
themnlwaysquu‘knndﬂawstoworkout

e soyoumovcmcmmafmuaumc”_
U.S. Marshals Service, which hascustodyof =~ Burkhart said. N

prisoners facing federal charges until their
cases end. The daily chore of transporting

lnmatelwhowoluednﬂahadmed

i thexrtimemlbmfdmgthnhauedonlyM'
' people, the warden said. But prison popula-
" tiongrowth
- plinary lockup,

t aneed for abigger disci- ~
said. The correctional

mmtuteha;,mbmmnfd.ithidmm :

i Il




Jail Administrator Bertha Lockhart and warden Ron Burkhart walk through the new

Fort Worth Star-Telegram / DALE BLACKWELL t

prison in Fort Worth.
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Judge unhurtmattack sues suspect

BY JACKDOUGLASJR.
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH — Appellate
court Judge David Farris, the only
justice to escape injury in the court-
room shootings a week ago, filed
suit yesterday against the suspect,
George Douglas Lott, and will ask
for “every penny he has, and every

penny he ever hopes to have.”

Farris said an important element

of his suit is a request that the court.
freeze Lott’s assets, the bulk of
which reportedly comes from a
$500,000 family inheritance.

Lott, in a televised confession,

July lin the .
2nd Court of Appeals to draw atten-
tion to his problemsin adivorce and -

said he began

in a subsequent child custody case
involving his4-year-oldson. -

The suspect
Illinois wuh aexuny ibusmg the

£

been charged in

Lott is in custody in Fort Worth
on charges of capital murder, as-
sault on court personnel and weap-
ons violations. He has been denied

Farris said he believes that Lott is
stable enough mentally to be held

accountable for the shooting that

left two lawyers dead, two judges
seriously woundedmdnnotherlaw—
yergrazed.

“T think he's the type of socio-

~ pathic person who doesn’t care for

anybody else in the world.

- “I think he killed people because
;I::lmhctbetnownanngrdem
‘and hopefully a murderer of judges
[in Texas), rather than go back to-

Illinois . . . where he would be tried
asamanwhomolawdlnsownson.

rissaid. :
The judge said if he wins the cml
suit, the money he isawarded willgo
to the families of the two men killed
in the attack — Chris Marshall, an |
assistant Tarrant County districtat-
torney, and Jolm Edwards, a Dallas

lawyer. !
“xfne[ummssooooo 1want

to make sure they get it. I want to

makcsmhedoun'thaveanyoflt

: leﬁ,"Farm,SZsud.
_ Farris was sitting on the bench~‘

with fellow appellate Judges John

; ‘HnllandClydeAshwonhwhenLott ;
opened fire. Hill was shot in the
shoulder and was recovering at -
nbomelastuight’,whdehshwonhre- ;
" mained at Harris Methodist Fort
.';Woul;‘lg hgltal with a gnnshot
~ woundin
. “The people he killed were justa .
Mofthecytofhnusenda, Ru-.»

Fmssa:dhehopsﬂﬂland&-

iwonhmlljonnnnmuvdmt.

¢ ot g
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Gunshots heard in emergen

3 ICHARD DOTSON
1 Fonwthur-Temm
' FORT WORTH — Two shots
can be heard erupting over the first
few words of a courthouse law li-
‘brary employee who was among
several people to call 911 during the
-July 1 courthouse shooting that
ikilled two and wounded three.

Fort Worth police released a re-

aordmg yesterday of the four 911

-¢alls received by Police Department
-operators during the shooting,
which started shortly before 10a.m.
-+ 'The first is from law library work-
‘e Marie Gomez, who dived under
fier desk to call 911 when the shoot-
-ing started. Several shots can be
heard in the background as she
sspeaks from her fourth-floor office
next to the 2nd Court of Appeals,

where the shooting was going on.
The second call was placed from

the probate clerk’s office at the west

_end of thecourthouse’s second floor.

iAs the 911call-takeranswers, shots
1ring out over the line, as well as

shouts from people in the building.
- By the third call, the word gun-

"shots can be heard among the back-
ound voices of the 911 office as

callscomein. :
* In the fourth call there are few
<¥oices or background noise from ei-
ﬂmthecounhousemlleronheml
/¢all-taker. :
o+ Firstcall:
911 call-taker: Fort Worth 911.
}alhat s your emergency?
‘ “’Callet 1: Yeah. Thlsxsthelaw
ry [two shots can be heard in
the background] at the old Tarrant
+Gounty Courthouse, and someone
LB N

isshooting in here right now.
911: In the courthouse?
Caller 1: In the courthouse. [More

shots are heard.) In the old court-

house.

911: 100 ... [911 calltaker and
Caller 1] West Weatherford.

Caller1: Yes. -

911: OK, we’ll get the police on
the way.

Caller 1: Thank you. .

911: Uh-huh.

 Second call:
911: Fort Worth 911 .
Caller 2: [Shots are heard in the

background.] 911, we got shooting

in our office in the probate clerk’s
office.
911:OK,ma’am. ..
Caller2: Ah, hurryup . . .
911:0K...
Caller 2: Ah, we got a shooting in
the hallway . .
911: OK, Ma am. Stay on the

line .

Callerl:Onthesccond floor of
uh, uh, of the old courthouse.

911: OK,ma’am . .

Caller 2: Hurry up.

911: OK. Can you [Caller 2 hangs
up] stay on the phone.

Third call:

911: FonWorth‘)ll

Caller 3: This is the Tarrant
County Courthouse and we have
gunshots in the old county court-
house, in the clock on the top we
heardalot of yellmgand gunshots.

911: OK, in the old
courthouse .

Caller3: Uh huh .

" 911: Up in the area ‘where the
clockis?

“Caller3: Uhhuh.
911:
anything . .
CnlletS:No Ab,wmmredto |

look out. There was a lot of shots.
911:Several shots? '
Caller 3: Uh-huh.

OK. Can ‘you see

91].Canyoulookoutthcm-‘

dow?
Caller 3: No. It's in — it’s in the

hall. We’re not. We're stuck and we :

are hiding in our office.

911: Oh, you're — if's — it’scom-

ing from the hallwayarea . .
Caller 3: lt‘smthehallwny

911: OK. Then everybody gﬂ
down and get as low to the floor as

you can and stay out of the way and

we'll get police up there. OK.
Caller 3: OK. Thankyou
911: Bye.
Caller 3: Bye.

Fourth call:

911: Fort Worth 91 1. What's your

Caller 4: Gunshots in the old
courthouse at Main and Weathen-

ford street .

911: Yu,su.wﬂrcpmngnu- i
merous calls on it. Does anybody

have any kind of descriptiononit?

Caller 4: Ah, no. There's aperson
that’s in the basement, though, and
they headed towards the north, ah,

east corner of the basement and
there are sheriff’s deputies here.
911: Northeastcorner?
Caller4: Yep.
911: OK.
Caller 4: Yeah. Thank you, sir.
911: All right. Thank you.

Caller 4: Bye-bye. 2 il

Ly
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FRIDAY, JULY 10,1992

By PERKINS
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Apparently, a few inmates at the Tar-
rant County Jail are playing their version
of the state lottery, so far without any
luck.

An investigator with the lottery com-
mission has told the county sheriff’s de-

partment that some inmates have come . -

up with a scam based on the lottery, Act-

e

.

Scam

From Page 17

Steve Lavine, lottery spokes-

man,confirmed that an investiga-

tion is under way.

“We are cooperating with Tar-
rant County officials,” he said from
Austin yesterday. Lavine said he is

" not  sure how ' lottery. officials
learned of the scam. ,

Minter said the Sheriff’s
Department has had no complaints
from the public. “All we have is this

information report from the state. If |
they determine a crime has been

committed, then we'll get more
heavily involv
_Lavine said lottery players will
know immediately if they have won
or lost when they scratch the cover-
ing offtheir lottery tickets:
“No one from the lottery will call
. 'to tell players they’ve won unless
they have purchased one of the tick-

Py ets with the three ‘Entrys’ on it that

y quahﬁes them for the $1 million

drawing pool. Then, we’ll call them

and verify they are in line for the big
one,” he said.

o’ 7

Ja11 scam usmg Iotteryruns out of luck

:jr;g Chief Deputy Jim Mmter said yester

“Apparently, theyplaoe callsto people '
,and tell them they’ve won $1,000 in the

" at those addresses — the 1,400-bed Tar:
 rant County Corrections Center.

lottery All they have to do to collect their

winnings is send them a $75 tax and they

will mail them the remqmderofthexr win-

nings,” Minter said.
He said the mailing address ‘the in-

matesgwe is either 100 Lam&rSt. or 300-

”

Win up to $IQ, lnstanfly! ,

- connects them with the scam target ina
‘tbree-wayan . e

Win That Prize.
Mﬂdlﬂwn'&ﬂry’s'mdﬂdlnhr‘&nmh Win $1,000,000.

- phones theyare allowed to usc only make|

w. BelknapSt There is only one buildin N
Minter said that the inmates appar-
ently telephone someone collect — the

collect calls — and that that person then

(Mon on SCAM on Page 18)

Three Prize Amouns To
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Lott’s history teIIs
ofbazr -{rigger nature

BYJACKDOUGLASJR.
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

George Douglas Lott was exhibit-
ing strong signs of being a troubled,
violent man years before he began
pulling the trigger of a Glock 9mm
handgun in a Fort Worth court-
room, killing two lawyers, wound-
ing three other men and sending

shock waves through the city.
Lot acknowledged an unbridled

temper, vowed to have it checked
and then reneged on his promises,
opting instead to vent his angst on
an infant son, according to court
records.

After Lott — an attorney whoin-  §

herited hundreds of thousands of
dollars in stocks and bonds — let his
law practice lapse in June 1988, he

devoted nearly all his time develop-
(More on LOTT on Page9)

ing a computer game he called Mac-
Nasty. ‘
The object of the game: Pull
enough dirty tricks on people and |
damage enough property, *“‘and the
devil comes and takes you away,”
Lott testified ina 1 990 divorce trial.
“Is that how you win?” a lawyer
asked. Lott replied: “That’s what |
happens when you win.” {
Asked whether the game included | ]
any elements of the legal system, for
whiich Lott expressed an unrelent- |
ing hatred, Lott said: ’
*Yes, there is a courthouse.”

. On July 1, two years after that
testimony, Lott went to the fourth
floor of the century-old Tarrant
County Courthouse, concealing a |
semiautomatic weapon as he took a |
seatinthe 2nd Courtof Appeals.
 Then he rose and began shooting.
| Chris Marshall, 41, chief appel-

late prosecutor for the Tarrant
Ceounty district - attorney’s office,

was killed, as was John Edwards, a. .

33-year-old Dallas lawyer.

Appellate Judge Clyde Ashworth, :

69, shot in the hip, remained in Har-
ris Methodist Fort Worth in stable
condition; Judge John Hill, 48, was |
treated and later released from the
hospital with a gunshot wound to
the shoulder.

‘Another Tarrant County prosecu-
tor was grazed.

Aott, 45, is in the Tarrant County 1

Jail, denied bail and charged with
capital murder, assault on court par-
ticipants, and firearms violations.
/He has said he wanted to make a
statement to show that he had been
mistreated in divorce and child cus-

: todyproocedingsandwaswmn;ly‘

charged in Illinois with sexually
abusing hisonly son, now 4.

But according to court records
and psychological reports, Lott’s
frightening outbursts began long be-
fore the birth of his son, and even |
before his turbulent marriage to

Margo Z. Best — the woman who is
now in seclusion, frightened that |
somehow her ex-husband will still

be able to harm her or their child.

She now goes by her maiden name -

of Livesay.

Among other things, testimony -
and evidence brought out in the di- .
vorce trial indicated that Lott:

m In a fit of anger, pulled at the  7

penis of his infant son and once, in
August 1987, yelled at his child’s
penis, saying, “Look, he’s
formed; he’ll never be right.”
m Once witnessed an auto ac-

cident and then, whileon the phone = rage
with police, wished out loud that |

the victims of the accident would
die.

him too much change.
® Was convicted of a misde-

meanor after being found guilty of
intentionally damaging a woman’s |

car Jan. 5, 1988, in a west Fort
Worth parking lot. Lott said he be-
lieved that the woman had parked
tooclose to his vehicle.

m Putsugarin salt shakers aftera
cafeteria worker was not im-

mediately able to give the priceofa

food item.

el

l'l'hreatenedmotonﬂswhﬂe

® According to two psycholo-
pm,wasunﬁttobeleﬁalonewnh
his child.

Livesay testified in the divorce
trial that before their Aug. 2, 1985,

erwas pushed in frontofhim.
. “So he said, ‘That’s it. I have to
" teach everybody a lesson.” He put
huhmdsstnuhtontandjwmt

Livesay, who at the time was an
msumpmfeuorofcompumm-
_ence at the University of North
‘l‘eus,temﬁedthatherhmnd's

She said that at first, wlnleﬂlcy

———-, weredann;l.ouprommdherm

‘ lEmpuedhxspockctwfmoney‘
into a trash can after becoming en-
raged that a store clerk had given -

m but never did, Livesay te-n-
“I would come home in the
evening and George would be all
' upset about something. Either they
emptied the trash at the office and
did it wrong, or they didn’t empty
the trash at the office. And he’d be
running around and yenmnndlm-
ting things,” vaesay said.
NS




“One time he came in,” she testi-
fied, and ““he was upset that some-
body had given him too much
change. He went over and emptied
his pockets into the trash because
he had too much change in his
- pockets, and he was yelling about
that. ..

“There was no way I could pre-

'~ dict what the problem was going to

Some of the most bizarre testi-
mony came when Lott described
the MacNasty computer game he
hoped to market.

Some of what he said rang with
tragic irony, in light of the fatal
courthouse shootings.

“It’s basically an interactive soap
opera. ... You inherit, I believe,

$150,000 and a couple of oil wells,
and you are one of the cartoon char-
acters. Your name is MacNasty
and you’re very similar to someone
like J.R. Ewing.. . . , :
“You own seven or eight build-
ingsinthetown...andtheonly
thing that you can do in those

buildings are nasty things,” Lott.

testified. .
“I mean, you can bribe, you can
cheat and you can carry on with

other people’s wives. You candoall
sorts of nasty things like this, all on

pull-downmenus.. ..
“If you get enough money and
nasty points, you win. And the

devil comes and takes youaway.”

Testimony turned somber when
it came to the treatment of Lott’s
son, born July 31, 1987.

Soon after the couple separated,
two Fort Worth psychologists re-
ported that Lott should not be left
alone with his son, prompting the
court to allow him only ! i

visits with the baby, pending com- |

pletion of divorce proceedings.

Dr. Jon Leffingwell wrote that .

Lott was “very candid in saying
that he had had a problem with
anger most of his life and said that
he had to watch it [anger] all the
time.” P

Leffingwell continued: “Mr. Lott
is concerned that he treats [his son]
better than his father treated him.
According to Mr. Lott, his father
treated him like a robot. . .. Mr.
Lott is obsessed with being con-
trolled by others.. ..”

The other psychologist, Dr.
Harry Phillips Baker, testified in
the divorce trial that he had several
seemingly productive counseling
sessions with Lott, but then Lott
took on an eerie demeanor.

“He came to the office and, for
45 or 50 minutes, it was one of the
most uncomfortable times I've

s Avieﬁmm;uda;iymm

S S //)/ i 'y
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ever experienced. . . . Hemmn‘ f
ing, but ﬂtlhm was a quiet, focuseds
hostility that made me intensely-
uncomfortable,” Bakersaid. -

Livesay recounted a time whe
she said Lott became angry while
changing his young son’s diapef.’
“He just jerked the diaper off ai
pulled — pulled [the baby’s] penis’
real hard and [the baby] ;
screaming. And George said, ‘Yon
folded the diaper wrong,” ” Lives
said. e

_ However, despite the pleadin&' ‘

_from Livesay and the testimony,

from the psychologists, a ju

granted the divorce on Jan. 19,

1990, and allowed Lott full, unsu-

pervised visits with hisson. v

__ Illinois - authorities have said
Lott may have sexually molested>.

~his son in Texas, also. Howevet,)/
. Fred Seale, regional program diregoi.
. tor fgr»the Texas Child Protective™
- Services, said that CPS officials did *

‘not ignore such suspicions. S
_ A CPS caseworker, acting on @ |
tip that. Lott’s son was underfed
and bruised, interviewed the fam’|
ily in 1990 and examined the boy,

' Seale said. The caseworker fountl:«

the child to be “fat and healthy,” he.:
said. ¢ A

At the behest of Tllinois authori

ties, Seale said, CPS questioned)i
 Lott again in August 1991. “We dithy
'a courtesy interview and sent the;{

material back to Illinois,” hesaid. ;

Those visits were ordered to bey ~ “As far as the information
supervised by a third party on Deg;4 \have,therewasnb‘tanyabmetlrr

26 after Lott became a suspect iR, took placein Texas,” Sealesaid. i

sexually abusing his child in Peosj -
ria, Ill. The visits were halted altor;:
gether May 19 when Lott was in-
dicted on charges of aggravated
criminal sexual assault and crimi-
nal sexual assault. - i

P,
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Sheriff hopefulsback courthouse
security

\

b

. »

By MAXx B. BAKER
Fort Worth Star-Telegram \ , y . L
FORT WORTH — Installing X- warrant extra security, Williams
ray machines and metal detectors at said. 2 et
the courthouse complex, limiting Bransom also recommended that
access to the buildings and improv- bailiffs be certified peace officers -
ing training for baliffs are among the - who are trained to respond to emer-
security measures being supported gencies such as the recent shootings.
by candidates for Tarrant County Training of the bailiffs has been crit-
sheriff. icized in recent weeks as inad-
Democrat Dub Bransom and Re- equate. ‘ ‘
publican David Williams told “They ought to be able to protect
membersofthe Senior Citizens Alli- themselves and other people,”
ance of Tarrant County yesterday Bransom said. “It is a weakness in .
that improved security at the county ‘thesystem.”

courthouse should be a top priority
after the July | shootings that left TR B W
twopeopleduda@threeothent le'ﬂlmnzthebamffg ll‘l 4 R
- : of hiring more guards to patrol and r¢spond -
“It should have been done five toemergencies. Ay g | N
years ago,” Bransom said. “We On' Manday VAN o
need to protect not only the judges, G.K. Maenius Ao Administrator
but the clerks and everyone else who guards for the (el v’““"‘ 22
works in that building.” , - courthouse complex at an |
estimated annual salary of $26,000each.
Bransom and Williams are the Bransom and Williams also told the com-
first candidates seeking office in mittee about other moves they would make
November to be quizzed by the se- ifelected sheriff.
nior citizens organization’s political K“""".‘h‘”“@wmwppﬁotityof !
action committee. The alliance says both candidates, with Williams saying he
it represents about 100,000 county would put inmates in tents if the jail be-
tesidents. ‘ cag:ovemwded.
1 was good enough for our troops i
Williams and Bransom agreed D?ms‘o,{m,l,nditiuoodew‘fofwl@. y
tllptmtothc;hn?nhousesin‘ prisoners,” he said.
downtown Fort W should be Williams® proposals i : s A
limited and that metal detectorsand N P T T
X-ray machines should be installed. ammammmm“‘”
at doors where most of the public "dogs to sniff out drugs, and an air ~|”,r'
enters the court complex. o w~; ynitsimihrtothemlnedbyFonwm' 4
“Federal courthouses have % h Bransom . < 3 3
controlled access for many years,” .mwwwwnm
Williams said. “And last year they Wnumwdoﬁm’mw :
took in something like 6,000 weap- e paber of iy L i SO
onsnation wide.” _ tesidents daily. ik :v‘i"’k ““"'\_; »"‘
. More metal detectorscould be in- \ VA

H stalled at the entrances of court-
roomwbere_atrial‘scircummnm |
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Con trol of Tarrant bailiffs .
caught in political cross fire

The district attorney resurrects
adecades-old debate between
judges and the county sheriff
over the officials’ hiring.

BY RICHARD DOTSON
. Fort Worth Star-Telegram o
FORT WORTH — Bailiffs’
ability to provide security at the
Tarrant County Courthouse has
grown into a major concern, but
that hasn’t always been the case.

Control over the bailiffs — not-

security — was once the main point

of contention between judges and

the Tarrant' County sheriff, who
until 1967 hired all the bailiffs.
And Tarrant County District

| Attorney Tim Curry resurrected the
. decades-old debate Wednesday

when he said that better bailiffs
were needed because some were
political appointments.

Curry’s comments came at the

first meeting between city and
county officials who are developing

a security plan for the court

buildings after the July 1 fatal

shootings at the old Tarrant County .

Courthouse.

The officials are expected to
develop new training and job
qualifications for all bailiffs.

The sheriff’s department employs
72 full-time and 35 part-time
bailiffs. About 12 bailiffs have been
hired by some criminal court
Jjudges. %

In 1961, 153rd District Court

Judge Harold Craik, who sat on the -

bench from 1955t0 1971, led a fight

for legislation allowing district

judges to hire their own bailiffs and
not depend solely on the Sbenﬂ‘s

W o e

‘Department.

The legislation, introduced by
then-stateSen. Doyle Willis and
stateRep.Don Gladden; both of
Fort Worth, skated through the
Senate but was shot down in the

“They [the judges]
wanted topickand
choose. The issue of se-
curity never came up;it. -

- was control. The judges

felt like these bailiffs
were employees of tlm
court.”

— mnep.boyle\vinis
formerstate senator

House aﬁer mtensnvévlobbs;m‘g.by

‘former Tarrant County Sheriff Lon

Evans. -

“It was mostly control,” said Wll-'

lis, now a state representative.
“They (the judges] wanted to p;ck

“and choose. The issue of security

never came up; it was control. The

judges felt like these bailiffs were -

employeesoftheoom :
There was little concern over

~ setting up a security net because in

1961 a courthouse shooung was
unheard of, Willis said.

_The balhff controversy was
revived in 1967 by state Rep. Joe

‘Shannon Jr., who now practices .

family lawin Fort Worth.

Shannon said judges had
complained to him that they were
having trouble getting court
documents served by the bailiffs,
who, in essence, served twomasters:
thcshcnﬂandthejudscs. :

The 1967 legulmon Shannon

i
sponsored allowed judges in
Tarrant County criminal district
courts 1,2, 3 and 4 to hire two:
bailiffs each and judges of county:
criminal courts 1 and 2 to hire one:
bailiff each. All of the judges still:

" would be supplied with at least one

bailiff from the Sheriff’;v'.‘

Department.
Frank Coffey, the dlstnct v

~ attorney in 1967, was instrumental: ]
in drawing a COmbromise between. &

the sheriffand the judges. o

“It boiled itself down to an
agreement that the sheriff would get
half and the judges would get half,-
Coffey said. “There has alwaysbeem/ &
talk about the courts taking over &

who would be hired. I don’t believe = &
it had anything to do with who was
appointed. I think it was a dnfﬁculty
overwhohad control.”

‘Evans, 80, who retired in 1984,
after 23 years as Tarrant Countys”
heriff, said last week that control «
was important but that politics was

at the core of the judges’ request to

hire theirown bailiffs.

Until the late 1960s, the banhﬂ‘s i
were hired and trained exclusively.o
by the Sheriff’s Department. #3

“Whatlmedtodowaszﬂpeoplcd
experienced in law enforcement, if k
could find them,” Evans said. “We
tried our best to put people in wha:
could handle the bailiff’s job. A big
part of them were former peace!l
officers. We never had any real:
problems.” 31

But Coffey said it was common
then for the sheriff to hire aw

‘particular person as bailiff at an
‘ judge’s request.

_ “Universally, the judges had a
t0 say who their bailiffs were,
regardless of who the actual person
was they worked for,” Coffey said. !

/S 7S




Lee Ann Dauphinot:
Gefting buttonand windows

w——

'Security devices are approved

for installation in judge’s court

BYFRANKPERKINS The move maysuveoﬁ'.,..]
Fon Worth Star-Telegram term for Joe Davis, the coumy'g
deputy facilities manager.
FORT WORTH — Bullet- ;
proof windows and a panic but- , Dauphinot found him in con-

tempt of court July 7 for not in-

ton are expected to be installed in talling three bulletproof

Judge Lee Ann Dauphinot’s dowslgthedomsofherCnmwz
courtroom by tomorrow after . L S0l No. 2 and for not
county commissioners yesterday ‘installing a phone or intercom

authorized spending $570 for the
materials.

Dav1s

From Page 17

system in the inmates’ elevator and
a panic button connecting her
chambers to an outside bailiff, as
requested in an oﬁculcoun order
to Gary Kirby, Davis’ supervisor.

A hearing on Dauphinot’s order is
scheduled for tomorrow. Davis’ at-
torneys will attempt to quash the
contempt motion. A source said
county officials will try to have most
or all of Dauphinot’s orders met be-
fore the hearing takes place,thereby
making the contempt order moot.

If the issue is not resolved tomor-
row, it would go to trial Monday.
Visiting Judge R.E. Thornton has
been appointed to hear the case.

Still to be resolved is a decision on
Dauphinot’s request that the county
pay attorneys to represent her at
next week’s trial.

In aletter to commissioners dated
July 10, Dauphinot said that the
Tarrant County district attorney’s
opic: could not represent her be-
cmtcmsdefendm;l)nvts.

“] am retaining David Richards

and David Chapman. Eachattorney
bills at the rate of $150 an hour, an |
amount you have approved as rea-
sonable in the past,” she wrote.

Commissioners will rule on her
request at Tuesday’s meeting.

County policy is that elected of-
ficials must get permission from the
Commissioners Court to hire out-
side counsel.

Dauphinot entered the order for
changes in her courtroom July 2, the |
day after a gunman opened fire in
the 2nd Court of Appeals court-
room, killing two attorneys and
woundmg two appeals judges and a

ird attorney.

Thedayofthckﬂlma,zbemd
an order for a metal detector to be
placed outside her courtroom and
for installation of new locks that
could be locked from inside the

courtroom. That order was obeyed

thesame day.
She gave Davis until July 6 to

install the panic button and inter-

com system; until July 7 to install

the bulletproof window in the door |

between her court and the secure
hallway where the judges’
are located; and until July 13 to in-

chambers

(Moreqn DAVISon Page18) |

Atthe time of the contempt order,
Kirby and Davis said it was i .
sible to meet Dauphinot’s
beamctheyneededtoﬁndaven—
dor for the glass, get purchase orders
andclurtheworkwiththebuilding !
architect and city fire marshal to
makemthatﬁmoodumldmt ‘
be violated. '

Bml(nrbywdymdayﬂmhe .
mmﬂdylolﬂonwnhthew(ntm ;
Dauphinot’s courtroom.

stall two more bulletproof windows

mthewoodendoonleadmgmto
her courtroom.




BYSTEVENCOLESMIIH !
FortWorth Star-Telegram .~

| ~ BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. —

| Texas police officers joined hun-

| dreds of other protesters yesterday

at the annual stockholders meeting

of Time Warner Inc., the media con-

glomerate that owns the record label

for Ice-T, the rap singer whose con-

troversial song, Cop Killer, hasout-

| raged police and their supponers
nationwide. ;

, 'l'héprotestwnsheldoutsldethe
Regent Beverly Wilshire Hotel, the

site of the stockholders meeting.

“Ice-T has the right to free speech,

buthedomthavethenahman ,

for murder,” said Monica Smith, a
Dal&nmﬁce ‘officer and president
' _Dallas Police Association,
‘who joined other dcmonmmm in
front ofthe hotel. ‘

Smilhandtheothersc_ontend that
the lyrics to Cop Killer are a call to
arms for civilians to kill police offic-
ers. Ice-T and Time Warner say that
~ the lyrics are a depiction of the fic-
tional mindset of a gang member,

andshouldnotbeukenasanymore ,

than a form of artistic free speech.
In a recently published interview,
Gerald Kevin, co-chief executive
officer of the company, expteaed
support for Ice-T’s song, saying that
it “doesnt incite or glorify vio-

A network of police organizations

has called for a boycott of Time
Warner properties — which include
PIBOdeinemnubIeehannda.

Wamcrvnmmrzmeand'
and Six Flags

People magazines
Over‘l’m—nnmthmdcmands
are met. Those demands are, Smith

'~ said, “to have the record pulled off

the shelves, and to issue a public
to the survivors of police

0 ‘wliomkilledintheline :

of duty.”

Meanwhile, inside the stockhold-
ers meeting, actor Charlton Heston
stunned shareholders by reading the
lyrics of the record in which rapper
Ice-T talks about sodomy and fall-
ing in love with Tipper Gore’s niec-

The actor, a crusader for conser-
vativeé causes, described himselfasa
Time Warner shareholder but said
he was speaking as a private citizen

x:ofehobl;ndmjoma furor over

Hmnmdtheiyriﬁofml‘

_"J- Bitch, in which the singer describes
wmc bnﬂda« havmﬁ sex. vmhu.

\;lhde he falls in lovc thh two 12-»
year-old nieces of Gore.

Gore, the wife of Democramum
prendentml nominee
fought for warning labels on records
with explicit

Heston said at the nhneboldeﬁ
- meeting, attended by Time Wam ?

President Gerald Levin and the’
company’s board of directors, that
he wasn’t criticizing Ice-T. ¥
“I condemn instead the respons.
sible officials in this company,” he’
said. oA
Seeds of the controversy were:
sown May 29, when Dallas Police’
Senior Cpl. Glenn White wrote a
column about the recording in an
issue of The Shield, theDallasPo-
lice Association newsletter. ‘Z
A sergeant at the station where'
White works told him about the Cop
Killer lyrics.
“We got to talking about it, and I
said Id write a column, and maybé:
we'd organize a boycott,” ahl~

| White, who was also at the «

stration. “I figured we’d get 7Sot >
hundred lettersat the most.”

But soon the medn.:dm Teml
picked up the story, it began
spreading nationwide. “We had no
idea this would happen,” White
said. “I never thought wc’dhehelﬂ
doing this. ‘ ade

“And while it’s aood to see all’
this, Time Warner’s not going ld*
bend,” White said.

theboycottmllhkely oontmue.
S

, ( Besides representatives from the

Fort Wi pOIIOG ofsv
ficers from other 'l?;:’s cities in<!
Saginaw, - San Antonio|!
Tyler and Houston are gathered iny |
Beverly Hills. Representatives fmni“
Time Warner have met severa’
times with police representatives,
but Smith expects nothing to come +
from the meetings. “Theirs isa very":

.

hypocritical - stance,” she said. !

“‘Theymntgomstodoanymm )
= ltallcomudowntothcbottomhng

and that’s money for Time w,m
| and Ice-T.” S

va

The.

Thhmmenuhmhrhl
Associated Press, h-“




“You don't believe thts is happemng D
Judge recalls

‘unreal’ terror
1In courtroom

By HOLLACE WEINER

Fort Worth Swar-Telegram

FORT WORTH — The first bullet to hit
Judge Clyde Ashworth sailed through the dark-
stained mahogany bench he was hiding behind,
piercing him below his right hip.

Moments later, when silence followed a burst
of 15 shots, the judge pulled himself up by one
arm, peered over the bench and made eye con-
tact with a gunman reloading a 9mm semiauto-
matic pistol.

As the judge ducked for cover again, the
gunman stalked behind the bench, muttered
something like “you’re a dead man,” and fired
from a distance of 4 feet, hitting the judge
below the left hip.

Then a man in the courtroom darted out an
exit, diverting the gunman’sattention and fire.

Sitting in a wheelchair yesterday, choking
back tears as he recalled two men who died in
the gunfire, visiting Judge Ashworth described
publicly for the first time the minutes of terror
July 1 inthe 2nd Court of Appeals.

*“It was unreal,” he said at a press conference
at Harris Methodist Fort Worth, where he ex-
pects to be hospitalized at least two more
weeks. “You don’t believe this is happening. I

- mean this is not happening. This is something I

Fort Worth Star-Telegram / RODGER MALLISON
Judge Clyde Ashworth says he harbors no htnl

(More on SHOOTING on Page 2) toward shooting suspect George Lott.

am dreaming. I am hallucinating.

. Thisisnotgoingon.”

The gunfire in the old Tarrant

County Courthouse killed prosecu-
tor Chris Marshall and Dallas
attorney John Edwards, who may
have saved Ashworth’s life when he
darted from the courtroom. The
_gunman, George Lott, followed Ed-
wards into a corridor and fatally
wounded him.
The gunfire also grazed another
attorney and wounded appellate
- Judge John Hill, who was hospital-
ized several days for a bullet wound
in his shoulder.

Still unable to walk, and taking

pain pills at night, Ashworth said he
relives the tragedy in his nightmares

and is recovering, thanks to hours of
surgery, physical therapy and the
prayers of hundreds of people who *

sent him get-well cards.
WO

I felt their prayers, believe it or
not,” said the 69-year-old former ~

Marine, putting his hand to his |

. heart.

Accompanied by his son, at-
- torney Bruce Ashworth, 37, the x
. judge was wheeled into the hospi- |
- tal’s administrative conference
room wearmg new Reeboks, faded
purple jogging pants and a golf shirt.

answers from reporters, he urged
the installation of walk-through
metal detectors outside courtrooms
— “like they do at the airport” —
and said he opposes gun control,

N

A bullet suddenly pierced Ash- |
worth’s left buttock, hitting the sa-
crum and pelvis and lodging in the
_ abdomen but mmmghnmtu'nal-‘

he had never previously met, ‘:
planned 1o fire again, but, “At that
time I could sense his attention had

P\
During 45 minutes of questions and : o ”mmomﬂlheeom

room,” Ashworth said. “Then I just 3

' lay there. mouwmumnmf

dead.”




Call tllem detenﬁon GMeens oy

el w;;g mc&mgand})ebbll‘ ;;:g ilal.lullly IZI éol-
umn ut Jay . when I no-
e term “jail kee; ‘«m

| .,.“""m,v., otk e Ve
The Sm-mém never leem’ﬂo,m at

~ right when it writes about the Tarrant -

~ County jail. The people in A:lmne of run=

 ning the jail and keeping inmates in custody

' are called jailers. The county’s official title

 for jailers is detention omcm,sothatmdx-

" vidual jailers are addtessed as “Qﬁice;
S;mth," or“OfficerJones.” . .. .= . %
StaxsTclwxm reporters m;mnely refer
1o county jailers as ““jail keepers,” “mld;p-

utnes, “guards,” and “jail guards.” -
e e mmmm“’“‘“
yw, ng a in the
segumyfamhty the Star- Tmmrepomd
% department u";""w"?u
wetc ‘contin pntrol}mg corridors
and cells with ﬂashh;hts to prev;m viox"'

Apesand mfihe oﬁcem m% mt!r

“ mong
ngig some mvpsugnm;
e 10 locate the trouble spot, it was the -
.meuwhohp: epeaqec:. Sl m
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Lottgoes to cour ’7
to keep his money

i

Sbootmg suspect tobe own attamey

)

BYJOHNCOUNCIL
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

v - FORT WORTH — His hands and"
{feet shackled, George Lott appeared in
court this morning to defend himself

" Lott repeatedly cited his rights
~under the Fifth Amendment and re-
fused to answer quesuons related to

- againstalawsuit to make him pay finan- the shooting.
cially for admittedly killing two at- ~  Killed with Marshall, 41, chief
. torneys and wounding two judges in a - prosecutor in the appellate section
1 July 1 courtroom shooting spree. - of the Tarrant County District At-
/ Deputies using hand-held metal de-  torney’s Office, was Dallas attorney

| tectors searched everyone entering the ©  John Edwards, 33, who was slain as
A coll)llmo%m, lAvheve Lott sat alone at a. - hetriedtoflee from the courtroom.
“. table and told Judge Michael Schattman . Wounded were Judge Cl de Ash- :
thathewantedtobehlsownauomcym ‘ worth, 69, whowass‘lilﬁmaenght,
the civil suit filed by families and vic-  hip, and Judge John Hill, 48, who

nmsoftheshootmg. - was shot in the shoulder. Also in-
- The judge agreed to the request but " jured was Assistant District At-
iy also appointed attorney Tom Hall to _ torney Steve Conder.
d TS mi = u:;omu:s;ls:nd advise Lott on Another judge on the bench that
\ 9 " da 3 D >
oy s sty s ) ‘  day avid Farris, was not injured. ¢
from Lott for the pain and suffering he ' He and Marshall’s family initiated
~ caused in the shootings. It also seeks to . thethe suit against Lott.
', prevent Lott from reducing the value of After the shootings, Lott fled
| his property and wealth and to freeze his | | from the courthouse and later that

assets, preventing him from withdraw-
" ing money from bank accounts and
othersourcesofsavings.

day surrendered at the WFAA/
" Channel 8 office in Dallas, where he
" told officials that he had shot the.

Under questioning by attorneys for
- the shooting victim families, Lott ad- ‘ Jndgesandattomeys.
* mitied that he had sbout $25,000 cash | His motive, he said, was retalia-
" in one account and about 8270,000 tion against a;udlcmlsystemthathe
worth of stock: ~ said had cheated him in a bitter di-
iy I vorceandchxldwstodybattle
He said, however, that he needed  Heisaccused of smugglmganm
money to pay his bills. " Glock semiautomatic weapon into
And when asked by attorney  the 2nd Court of Appeals and open-
~ Michael Frederick. representing the  ing fire on the attorneys and judges
family of slain p tor Chris as they heard oral arguments in a
Marshall, if he knew who had filed casenotrelatedtol.ott& ;
the suit against him, Lott replied:
“I don’t care if i 1t;.s being brought
bythepopesmoth T lwanttopay
my bills.” §
; HealsosaldheneededcaShtopay !
storage fees for personal property
" that had to be moved after he sur-
rendered in the shootings. ‘
' “Iimagine we aren’t going to pass.
the hat around the courthouse to
pay forit,” he said sarcastically.
The hearing is to try to determine

the net worth of Lott’s holdings.




Gun bIasts

in the lawsuit.

although mmwm-f v
[leftjudge  SRERESE
! 'm moreuuhom.’t arris
- unharmed s
By JOHN CouNCIL Wmﬁ’x:ﬂ‘m"
. Fort Worth Star- Telegram ' S P

FORT WORTH — Servingashis ‘m‘*gam‘“‘“m“

~own attorney, George Lott yester- | “I find t deal of 5
day met the lone judge to escape | S AN s g
unscathed July i, the day Lott ad- '™ thejudicialsystem,” hesaid.

mmbes&uyedaco:;monmh i
~ barrage of gunfire killed two 'Muordimownwoceed-
‘ ‘W"‘ﬁ m‘“‘::h‘”.w' ’muFarﬁundtheo‘bunouln

micrﬁamngun smm

% (Feb.8.
;zm“""“”ﬂ’;‘:“’l RS [ ot who went on a Dallas TV

the legal system, had told Schatt-
manthathewnllbehnownhwyer ’

Lott, a no

could find any number of ways to
oge him, maybe not on this Notrnldatehumm. o
mm‘mw‘“‘“nmum act as his own attorney in the civil
" Farris: “No.” - case, Schattman appointed attorney
Vit oup Tom Hall to serve as co-counsel and
SR AN IS POD I o vieeLotted il iadon
there, what can he do abou t i he
doesn’t like your decisions?” *  The lawsuit, separate from the
Farris: “He can vote me out of pending criminal trial, seeks money
office.” ! fmmlmt,cmn;thepamandsnf-
l..m:“OK.Tinkm” fmumdbythcshooﬁna. Far-

ott di lelq ris has said he will turn over any
Marshall, the widow of one of the monetary award from the suit to the

More on LOTT on Page 12) famﬂmﬁthepeopleshmmthe

nomeysmmhumi ;

( , ney
. had sought the movey. during

son,Nell.
l.mmhlsmtlhemnmimdtmt

shoounabeauseofhufmunon ;
in trying to gain custody of the child

from his ex-wife, Margo Livesay of
] n" (3 - za

In the three-hour hearing yester-
day, Schattman also prevented
Lott’s relatives acting on his behalf
from getting access to Lott’s per-

Under by
lnomeyl
fortheshootmg ’ families
yeuaday,lmundhhdm
PnneWebberacconmthnhold
about $25,000 cash and about

$270,000 worth of stock. A

~ PaineWebber official put the values

at$27,000 and about $250,000.
Lott also said he has an account of

, abonttl,SOOmtheumeofOtum-

nuonfounsbcemtlleCowhlu.,

-an organization he formed.

, Saying

Lott rejected assertions that he
described as th
R Dy, b, Apneg

, his.
Douglas Wright, her

Fise

s

‘1989 divorce proceedings.

- . B WS N W
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After 2 meal, trainees hold their flatware high as they bus their trays. They are given about 10 minutes to eat.

GIVING THE
CRIMINAL
LIFE A BIG

With only three minutes for morning showers, boot
: trainees shave before they wash.

woman, jarred her awake at 5 a.m.
every day, forced her to work in

BY STEVE SMITH
Fort Worth Star-Telegram !

After six months of '

toeing the line in
Mansfield’s rigorous
prison camp, the
facility’s first inmates
are about to graduate.

MANSFIELD — Shannon Jones
stood at ramrod attention beside
her bunk and vowed she’ll never
come back to “this place.”

For six months, drill instructors
dressed in Marine-type uniforms
yelled at the 22-year-old Fort Worth

sweltering heat, chopped off her
blond curls, made her run four miles
daily, ordered her to rake grass, hoe
fields, pick up trash in city parks —
and give them nolip. ‘

But Jones said that the hassle was -

(Moreon CAMP on Page 10)
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‘worth it. She said that herstintatthe  And.
Mansfield Community Corrections  corrections:
‘camp,” will help her tum her life 1

’md- LS T Y “. % %

" make up the boot camp’s first goryj
my never to darken a
Lane, off U.S. 287. District Court .
Judge Sharen Wilson will be guest
~Jones, sentenced to six months (jn;
R tioleting protRtion AR MR AR s
‘charged with possession of hey
amphetamines, said she plans 10 o
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unpersonator sues d
after cell changed

. Williams outlined his complaints
~in a lawsuit filed June 29 in U.S.
District Court. In his suit, Williams
seeks $500,000. He alleges that jail
officers have harassed him and asks R
that a jail monitor be appointed to
protect inmates’ rights.

Acting jail administrator John
Pempsell could not be reached for
comment yesterday, but last week
he told the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram that Williams was trans-
ferred to a private cell after com-
phiningaboutharwmentfromin-

“The move was done for Wil-
liams’ protection because of those
unflattering comments made to .
him. That’s all,” Pempsell said last -
week.

But yesterday, WIlhlmsduputed
Pempsell’ h: statement, saying that
: inmates have never mistreated him.

Fort Worth Star-Telegram / JOYCE MARSHALL
Alawsuit by Hilton Williams, a female Williams pleaded guilty yester-
and Tarrant County jailinmate, day to charges of credit card abuse
jail officials of falsely portraying himas | in exchange for a 25-year sentence.
and discriminating against him. He is currently serving a 10-year

sentence on various felony theft-by-
check convictions.
s i o bis uit, Willians alegod that |
S 1 . ve pressured to
| (TONTWORTH A Twnm jlofien e prauredim o
| rectional officers of falsely portray- allowing them 10 put a gray wrist- :
| ing him as a homosexual and dis- band on him to designate that sexu- J
?% criminating against him on that al orientation. Williams said he |
| basis. ! ?s""mmmgm at:lc t'hnatymmmwmmn‘; |
Hilton Williams, 31, filed a law- |
suit last month alleging that he was thenewmdoldjat;:tmrmem |
moved from a communal cell that mml ”and oﬂicenlm
| housed 13 other inmates to a single- S e
| bed cell because jail officers believe from any potential harm.”
::n':‘:’ ' :Ihoﬂhamws,al'emﬂeognpge- Inmates wear other colored wrist-
Donshwe show in February to dis- handsmdnmuwlmhutheym
o il Shirley chamdmthafelonyornmudo-
Murdock, says heis notgay.
*“I’ve got nothing against gay peo- Other complaints ‘
ple. but I'm just not one of them,” m&mml:gm
Williams said during an interview and food being served cold.
yesterday at the jail. He said jail
officers have called him derogatory Williams also said yesterday that
Basties. since he filed the federal lawsuit,
"R Wmalh bydﬁou:hvemulmed
against him by taunting him about
lmcomphmumdmthholdmghu

incoming and outgoing mail.
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