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Firm to get 1-year jail deal
Aramark to furnish faith, commissary servii:es

By BECHETTA JACKSON
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

_ FORT WORTH — A one-year renewable con-
tract that merges the Tarrant County Jail’s religious

and commissary services will be awarded to Ara-
mark Correctional Services — a company with

ties to local jail minister Hugh Atwell,
County commissioners had been concerned that

year deal. Williams, who unsuccessfully sought a
third term, will leave office Dec. 31. ’ g

In a two-page statement, Williams said the con-
E:and should give the county’s next sheriff peace of

“Concerns over a future sheriff’s hands being tied
are no longer valid,” Williams said. The contract,
which hasn’t been signed, would take effect June 1.

Sheriff David Williams, who announced the con-
tract yesterday, would bind his successor to a five-

County Judge Tom Vandergriff said the one-

year term is more reasonable than
the five-year contract.

Still, commissioners remain
skeptical about the agreement that
teams Aramark, a national food
service provider, with Faith
Restorative Justice Chaplaincy, a
nonprofit jail ministry Atwell cre-
ated

“We want to talk to our legal
counsel and determine just what
might be actions that we could
consider,” Vandergriff said. “It
concerns me that, here in the twi-
light of his tenure, he is taking an

action that probably should be left -

to the new sheriff.” :
Commissioner J.D. Johnson
said, “What gives me indigestion
is that this contract has four one-
year options for renewal.”
Johnson said he wants to
examine the contract and discuss

it with the attorney the court hired
last month to possibly challenge

the contract.

A panel of law enforcement

The board’s evaluation process
started last week and ended Tues-
day night, Hester said.

Under the new contract, the'
inmate trust fund will receive $3
per inmate, $1 more than the pre-
sent contract provides. It will also
provide a benevolence fund for
employees, counseling for
employees and their families, and
ethics and character classes for
employees.

“It provides, through nontax-
payer money, a host of services
for the inmates and their fami-

lies,” Hester said. “This has been
issued in good faith, and it makes
good business sense.”

The expiring one-year contract
between the Sheriff’s Department
and Atwell gave Faith Restorative’
‘more than $327,000 in commis-
sary money to run a jail ministry
program. Commissioners criti-
cized the arrangement after learn-
ing that part of the money is used
to rent a $770-a-month downtown

(More-on CONTRACT on Page 3B) :

“T can tell you that we replied
to the bid,” Albert said from Ara-
mark’s headquarters in Philadel-
phia. “We met the bid specifica-
tions, and we were selected to run
the commissary services.”

Bechetta Jackson, (817) 390-7155
bechettajackson @ star- telegram.com

Star-Telegram Archives
Sheriff David Williams
says the pact won't tie
the hands of his suc-
cessor. '

personnel selected Aramark’s pro-  apartment, which Atwell uses as

posal from six responses, I{I\SSis- an office.

tant Chief Deputy Larry Hester :

said, Because three of the . Atwell could not be reached to
comment yesterday.

responses included no bids and
one was a nonqualifying bid, only
Aramark and Swanson Services
Corp. submitted valid proposals,
he said. : 7

Debbie Albert, an Aramark
spokeswoman, declined to discuss
the contract. ’
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Jail ritual reported

as security breach

By JACK DouGLas JRr. |
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

. FORT WORTH — Two chaplains
breached security when they took an

nmate to an isolated area of the Tar-
rant County Jail and began command-
ing Satan to “leave this man’s body” in
an exorcismlike ritual, according to
sheriff’s documents obtain yesterday

vby the Star-Telegram. =~

t p——

‘Sunday in the county jail’s
Green Bay unit, pear Interstate
35W and Loop 8£). Hearing the
commotion, described as “loud
and disruptive,” guards rushed
‘to the scene, at first believing
that the “inmate was assaulting
the chaplains,” according to wit-
ness statements and interoffice
memos filed with the Tarrant

County Sheriff’s Department as
part of an internal investigation.
., What the guards found
instead was the inmate sitting
upright on a table. A volunteer
chaplain, identified in the
reports only as Ramirez, had his
hand on the prisoner’s forehead,
according to the reports.

.. The jail preacher was “pray-
ing very loudly, stating for Satan
to’ get out of [the] inmate’s head
and heart,” wrote one witness,
identified as sheriff’s officer
Curtis Hickey. ~ :

.- “He shouted this several
times, then started speaking a
language that was unknown to
1he,” Hickey wrote. s
" Another report said the vol-
unteer chaplain was at times
shouting in “unknown tongues.”
During the ritual, full-time jail
chaplain Allen Faries — identi-
fied in the reports as “Chaplain

Farris” — was holding the
inmate’s hand. Faries had his
head bowed, apparently in prayer,
‘according to Hickey’s report.

The jail ministers violated safety
rules by removing the inmate, who is
charged with sexually assaulting a
child, from his cell without notifying
the shift commander, the reports show.

“I am requesting this incident be

reviewed by jail command staff,” sher-
iff’s Capt. Dan West wrote.
The ritual began about 8:30 a.m.
(More on JAIL on Page 15A)

Lt. Gayle Gray, a shift com-
mander at the jail’s Green Bay
unit, wrote in a report that she
walked in on the ceremony.

“I did not stop this perfor-
mance because I am not familiar
with this type of process and did
not know what the moral or
legal ramifications might be for
interrupting such a procedure,”
Gray wrote.

Afterward, however, the lieu-
tenant confronted Faries. “I told
him that what I had observed
was totally unacceptable; it
appeared to be an exorgism.

“He [Faries] stated that was
exactly what it was,” Gray said
in her report. BAE s

Faries did not return calls
made yesterday to his office, his
home and his pager. He is a paid
chaplain with Faith Restorative
Justice Chaplaincy, headed by
Hugh Atwell, a supporter of
Sheriff David Williams.

Yesterday, Williams issued a
statement saying he had signed a
new contract that will extend for
a year Faith Restorative’s role as
the official ministry of the coun-
tydall et ,
Neither Williams nor Atwell
could be reached yesterday to
comment on the incident.




JAIL

Capt. Herb Chambers,
spokesman for the Sheriff’s
Department, played down
reports of an exorcism during
interviews Monday with the
Star-Telegram. Chambers said at
that time that Faries’ only role in
the ceremony was to contact his
supervisors after becoming
“concerned about the possible

disruption” caused by the ser-

The captain again denied in
TV interviews Tuesday that an
“exorcism” was performed at
the jail. :

Chambers said yesterday that
his earlier statements were made
before he had read the reports.
He declined to comment further.

The ritual, which lasted about
30 minutes, was “disturbing and
--. upset the staff and inmates in
the area,” West said in his
Lo Ve el

“The inmates ... were becom-
ing very agitated, listening to
the incident,” Hickey wrote,
adding: “Tt appeared to me to be
an exorcism, which Chaplain
Farris confirmed when I spoke ‘
with him after the inmate was
returned to his pod.”

Gray wrote that she told
Faries later that it was “unac-
ceptable to counsel an inmate ...
without [the] knowledge or
approval of a confinement
supervisor.” .

"I also reminded him,” she
said in the report, “that we had

- already discussed and decided
that speaking in tongues was not
going to be done” in the county

i iy e
ey jld@star»ml’egmm.cwn ¢
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BOB RA
SANDERS

. |
COMMENTARY

Sheriff unfit to finish term

ecause of his unabashed arro-
gance, total defiance of the
county’s governing body and
shameful misuse of authority, and for
being an utter embarrassment to his
office, it is time for Tarrant County
Sheriff Davia Williams to go.
Not in December, when his term is
officially up.
Right now.
The sheriff ought to resign, but
because that won’t happen, steps

should be taken to have him removed.

Over and over, Williams has
snubbed the county commissioners,
has been irresponsible in executing
the department’s budget and has for-
gotten that his main duty is running
jails.

In addition, he has allowed his reli-
gious beliefs to blur any administra-
tive vision he might once have had,
causing him to err continuously in

(More on SANDERS on Page 7B)

BENE s R e e

- ways that are not in the best inter-
ests of the county, its taxpayers or
the inmates under his control.

This week, two other disturbing
events reminded us just how out
of control this zealot has become.

A volunteer chaplain, with the
aid of a full-time jail minister
serving under a contract that
Williams signed, removed a pris-
oner from his cell, took him to a
private room and performed an

“exorcism on him.

Three days later, against the

_ wishes and advice of many county
officials, Williams announced that
he will contract with a private
company to provide commissary
and religious services to the jail.

Keep in mind that Williams
was defeated in the Republican
primary in March.

Even though the contract is for
one year (instead of an originally
planned five-year contract) with
Aramark Correctional Services —
the jail ministry currently in place
will provide the chaplaincy pro-
gram in a joint venture — that is a
binding agreement that extends

beyond the sheriff’s tenure. The
new sheriff will have to live with
that contract for at least six
months. :

That was an unforgivable act.

The fact that Williams had used
$327,000 in commissary funds —
money from the sale of goods to
prisoners — to help establish a
private jail ministry was appalling

enough. Those funds were sup-
posed to be used for the benefit of
the inmates, such as supplying
hygiene products, but the sheriff
chose instead to set up his preach-
er friend/chaplaincy director in a
$770-a-month office, while many
prisoners went without some bare
necessities. :

It has always been difficult to
find the sheriff when you want
him, especially since his defeat at
the polls.

Where was he, I wonder, when
jail ministers were commanding
Satan to “leave this man’s body”?

Just when you think Williams
can do nothing more to hurt the
county, impose upon the inmates
or further embarrass himself, he
always does something to top his
last feat.

It is time for him to go.

Oh, I know it won’t be easy.

. The state constitution doesn’t

make it easy. 7 i

The sheriff is one of those “cer-
tain officers” in the constitution
who can be removed by state dis-
trict judges for “incompetency,
official misconduct, habitual
drunkenness or other causes
defined by law.”

I understand Williams doesn’t
drink anymore, so we can’t get
him for drunkenness. And because
he apparently has the authority to
do many of the stupid things he
did, it may be hard to convict him
for official misconduct. 4




. But there’s no doubt that the
man is the epitome of incompe-
tence.

I know the voters have already

decided that, which is why they
voted overwhelmingly for some-
one else in the primary. Some of
you would say that because the
electorate has spoken, we should
just wait until Williams’term runs
outDec.31.

Can we really wait that long?
That’s nearly eight months.

Imagine how many more devil-
ish things could happen between
now and December if the man
remains in office. :

Oh well, I suppose we could
pray for an exorcism.

Bob Ray Sanders’ column appears
Sunday, Wednesday and Friday.
-(817) 390-7775
bobray@star-telegram.com

~ mEDITORIALS
Fair is Fair

 Tarrant County Sheriff David

- Williams gets summarily kicked in this

space when he does something bone-
headed, so he deserves recognition when
he does something pragmatic.

Although it is still debatable whether
Williams needed to merge the jail’s com-
missary operations with the chaplain pro-
gram, the fact that he did it with a one-
year contract rather than a previously
mentioned five-year one is laudable.

State »conﬁrlﬁg

commissioners’ authority
in fight with sheriff

95, By NEIL STRASSMAN
Sy Star-Telegram Staff Writer
““ FORT WORTH — The Tarrant Coun-
ty Commissioners Court acted “within its
authority” in its budget fight with Sheriff
Yavid Williams, Texas Attorney General
John Cornyn said in an opinion yesterday.
Although the commissioners do not
Have the authority to tell another elected
official how to deploy public resources,
they. can set the number of positions in a
county department and have authority
&ver county property and the purchase of
county equipment, Cornyn said. :
2 “We are pleased that we have the

authority we thought we had,” County ‘
Judge Tom Vandergriff said.
The Sheriff’s Department sought the

on.

“We’ll have to live with it,” said Capt.
Herb Chambers, a department spokesman.
“We adhered to the direction of the county
commissioners long before the attorney
general’s opinion was handed down.”

Williams and commissioners clashed
repeatedly over the purchase of Chevrolet
Tahoes, staffing levels in the jail, and the
sheriff’s effort to turn the department into ,
a broad countywide law enforcement .-

agency.
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But Comyn’s opinion says, “The com-
missioners court of a county may take a
different view of the importance of cer-
tain functions than does an elected officer
and may budget that officer less money to
perform that function than he requests.”

Williams took the unusual step of
suing commissioners in November 1998,
asking a state district court to restrict their
budgetary authority. He dropped the law-
suit in February 1999 but asked the dis-
trict attorney to seek the attorney gener-
al’s opinion. :

“The commissioners really do have

broad budgetary authority, and it sounds
to me that this opinion recognizes that,”
Assistant District.Attomey Marvin
- Collins said. & : v
- Williams said in the suit that commis-
sioners did not allocate enough money
for his department and interfered with his
authority. Commissioners said that they
were exercising their state-authorized
duty to hold the Sheriff’s Department fis-
. cally accountable. £ i
Commissioners cut Williams® 1999
budget request and reduced his staff by
36 people to force him to keep his
employees in their assigned jobs. For sev-
eral years, Williams manipulated iai!
staffing levels, using Jailers to serve war-
rants, investigate and work in administra-
 tion, running up a huge overtime tab,

“No one elected official has the
authority to spend taxpayer dollars how-
ever he wants to spend them,” Commis-
sioner Glen Whitley said. “There is an

; intenﬁmalcheqkandbalanqeonﬂxebud-
- get, and it doesn’t give the sheriff ulti-
mate control over everything” :

Staff writer Bechetta Jackson contributed to

" Nell Strassman, 317) 907657
. strass@star-telegramcom
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Exorcism and freedom

I read Jack Douglas Jr.’s Wednesday story about the
“exorcism” in the Tarrant Count Jail twice.

In this age of religious tolerance, we must be
mindful of the spiritual beliefs and values of others, no
matter how different they are from our own. There is in
almost all world religions — from Roman Catholicism
to Scientology, from Buddhism to African shamanism
— a deeply rooted belief in demonic beings. With this
is a corresponding belief that these demons can “enter”
the body and cause problems. Prayer, meditation and
ritual — or “exorcism” — are often seen as the
solution to this situation. ;

From the comments of the Tarrant County jail
officials, it seems that they knew nothing about the
“exorcism” before it commenced and that they stopped
it only because its noise posed a security risk to the
other prisoners, who would have been frightened by
the sounds.. e Seged .

- What am I suggesting? Perform the “exorcism”
‘again — but this time do it in a more controlled setting,
- where no other prisoners can hear it and where an
outside observer can monitor it to make sure that
~nothing untoward occurs. Anything less would be an
- infringement of the religious liberties that this country
was founded upon. st e
. Just because people are incarcerated does not mean
that they are without a right to religion. Indeed, they
arethemdstinneedofit,andweoughttokeepthisin

mind. . ;
Daniel Martin Christianson

* Miami Beach
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Inchmchesmeogmzmgandwalkingin
theglftsofGodsHolySpmt,pmymg-lh
one’s prayer language (in the Spirit) dm:—
ing the deliverance of a spmtually
oppressed Christian or a demon-possesse(]
non-Christian is not an unusual occut-
rence any more than the deliverance itself.
Since the charismatic renewal, we now
ﬁndﬂnsinbemtexdenomma&onﬂandnot
Just peculiar to Pentecostals.
~If the recent deliverance in the Tarrant
County Jail was done properly and in
order,ﬂ:emmatcdrhisfamiiyteqwﬂed
the action and the ministers discerned the
need. I'm certain that both parties would
have preferred a completely private loca-
tion, but that may not have been possible
- within this particular correctional facility.

There are many sights and sounds that
startle and unsettle me: mean-spirited
harassment and cursing in the loudest
- Voices at sporting events; obscene taunts
‘and gestures as a result of road rage;
nmnoralandmolemmgmnsontelwt-
sion. But justifiably setting a captive free
from behind either iron prison bars or
» ‘~s[nntnalpnsonbars1snotoneofm
Ifnn”rmmofmhsmmed,han&n
1twnthmﬂxesymm.l)ontbeglﬁbm%
another tempest in a teapol ygu :
—.Al-dmemﬂxanothaacam&atmﬂdbe-
v,=vreMedehenﬁMdWiﬂm
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commandershavebeenbedewledb
~their repeated denials that two jail
mhemperfmdanexomlsmv :
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aSkedaboutarepottedexorclsmmme
s mStar-»Tdegrm
opubhshedasmmmm
Dmmcleaﬂysmnngmtwo
chaplains attempted to exorcise
demons from an inmate charged with -
mauyassaultmgacmld. Eems
Nowthedepartment
is refusing to hand
over the internal
\ i I) i \ records to
DEL WFAA/Channel 8,
. d‘sp‘t@amhngbyme
: TmantCoumydmmmmomcys
office that says the
p“bhcmfommaﬁreleasable
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Sal%mﬁrrant Deace

By DEANNA BoyD
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — It is her son’s hugs that
she misses the most.

Maria Barreda-Alvarado smiles through
tears as she recalls how her 6-foot-2 son tow-
ered over her petite 4-foot-11 frame, resting
his chin upon the top of her head as he
enclosed her with his strong arms.

“I think about it and I yearn for that hug,”
Barreda-Alvarado said.

It’s been more than three years since she
has felt the embrace of Richard David Barre-
da, a motorcycle officer with the Dallas/Fort
Worth Airport Department of Public Safety.
Barreda was killed on Valentine’s Day 1997
when he crashed into a shuttle van as he pur-
sued a speeder.

Yesterday, Barreda-Alvarado and an esti-
mated two dozen other survivors joined law
enforcement officers from North Texas in

honoring Tarrant County peace officers killed
in the line of duty.

Fort Worth Police Chief Ralph Mendoza,

Tarrant County Sheriff David Williams and
. County Judge Tom Vandergriff. -
- A bagpiper played as the names of 58 law
enforcement officers killed in the line of duty
in Tarrant County between 1913 and 1997
were called out. Seven riflemen from the Fort
Worth Police Department Honor Guard
pierced the windy, downtown air with the
sounds of three volleys.
. For Stephanie Duplantis, the ceremony
" was bittersweet. Duplantis lost her husband,
Gary C. Hires, in 1993. Hires, a 19-year vet-
eran of the Haltom City Police Department,
to a sniper call when he was
fataﬂyshotbyateenwhﬂesullmhlscar
' During the shooting rampage, police killed
the shooter, 14-year-old Juan Ramon.

“I never get to the point that I'm totally

over it or have total closure ” said Duplantis,
whohastln'eesonsbyﬂim “I don’t know

why they use that word because I don’t ~

beheve it’s truthful. You always have that

3 Star-Telegram/RON J. JENKINS

G Members of the Fort Worth Police Depart-

ment Honor Guard fire three volleys to honor
Tarrant peace officers killed on duty.

Motorcycle officers, mounted patrol and
honor guard officers from across Tarrant
County paraded down Main Street from the
Fort Worth Convention Center to the Tarrant
County Administration building. .

There, about 250 participants, including a
sea of officers dressed in crisp black and blue
uniforms, listened solemnly to comments by

 area officers and county officials, including

~ scar on your heart. It’s healing, but it’s still

there.” 53 Lo ,
After the ceremony, Duplantis and a cry-
ing Barreda-Alvarado embraced.

Memorials, often followed by such com-
forlmg hugs, have become common for the
women, both volunteers with the Metroplex
Chapter of Concerns of Police Survxvors
(COPS).

“It’s hard, but it’s also very comforting
and healing for us as survivors to know
they’re not forgotten,” Duplantis said.

Barreda-Alvarado said the memorials help
her cope, her that she is not alone
in her pain. “If you don’t get to say goodbye
to your child, it’s just something that haunts
you everyday,” Alvarado said.

Alvarado said she still answers “three”
when asked how many children she has. -
= “You justdon’tevetleamto say two.”

: Deanna Boyd, (817) 390-7655
= dboyd@star-telegram.com
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County sues sheriff

over jail deal

. o1. the mbney came trom profjts
did not allocate his department from the commissary, ted by
enough money and interfered with Mid.States Services, whose co 1

By JAck DouGLAS JR.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — For the second

his authority. tract with the Sheriff’s Departmen

S In the current lawsuit, commis- pa¢ expired. :
time in less than two years, Tarrant  gioners have asked the court to Members of the Commissioners
ggu_l‘lit}%;ﬂ(l’immlsswn?ft::d amijjslgtenﬂ void a one-year contract recently Court have said they were bggi

VI IS are pitied aganst one  oreed to by Williams, Aramark ’ i
ee-in's lnwniit; with 0l cletet g y ered by Atwell’s refusal to expl

Corp. Correctional Services and. what he Hias done with the mose
Atwell’s ministry. T}_lough it he'has-received 5o far, and they
reportedly has not been signed, the j,ve pushed for returning the min-
contract is scheduled to go into istering of inmates to local reli-
effect June 1, and it includes gious leaders who volunteer their
options for renewals for four years. fime: ;

Each month, the jail commis-  Tpe jawsuit calls the contract
sary sells an estimated $200,000 of wijliams® “Jast-ditch effort to con-

such items as snacks and toiletries ;e funneling cash to Atwell and
to county inmates. Profits from the p;q nonprofit corporation.”

commissary, often called the , filing the lawsuit, pcti3
“banana wagon,” will be used t0 Commissioner Glen Whitley said,

litigation accusing the lame-duck
sheriff of creating a “sweetheart con-
tract” for a close friend. :
The lawsuit, filed yesterday in _
state district court, claims that
Williams orchestrated the contract,
lumping lucrative commissary prof-
its with a jail ministry program to
“feather the nest” of Hugh Atwell,
founder and director of Faith

Restorative Justice Chaplaincy. for. cibristict P o ;
e p pay for ministering and counseling «we (o]d the attorney to protect
Williams’ bid for a third term end- prisoners, sheriff’s officials have ” Y tbe
ed when he lost the March Republi- . taxpayers. g
RN Te T . ; Whitley said commissioners
can primary, and he will leave office DUt members of the Commis- yere forced to sue after attempts to

sioners Court, the county’s govern-
ing body, say in the lawsuit that the
arrangement is little more than a

talk to Williams failed. “Unfortu-
nately, it’s still a communications

at year’s end. He could not be
reached yesterday to comment,

despite calls to his office and home,

“There is no response from the
sheriff,” said Capt. Herb Chambers,
spokesman for the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, when asked about the lawsuit.

Atwell, in a telephone interview,

denied that his part of the contract
resulted from an unfair advantage.

: “Instead of a sweetheart deal, -

think this is a win-win situation for
the county,” he said.

The use of profits from prison-
ers’ purchases of commissary
items is “a method of funding the
chaplaincy program,” Atwell said.
“What better way to do that than
let the inmates fund it?”

Williams has repeatedly been at
odds with members of the Com-
missioners Court for several years,
often arguing about deputy
salaries, the use of take-home vehi-
cles and, most recently, the sher-
iff’s business dealings with Atwell,
a former deputy.

In February 1999, Williams
‘dropped a lawsuit that he filed
against the commissioners several
months earlier, alleging that they

moneymaking venture set up for

Atwell.

problem,” he said. “We have a
sheriff who is refusing to commu-
nicate with anyone, and that is

They called it a “transparent costing the taxpayers money.”

sham.”

“Williams has set in motion a g
thoroughly unsound and particular-

ly unfortunate scheme to co:

Pct. 1 Commissioner Dionne
agsby said the new contract’s
details remain a mystery to many

t in county government. “We needed
Tarrant County to a contract for - 8

commissary services that is illegal-
ly tied to his crony’s chaplai_ncy Ra

to see the contract,” Bagsby said.
Pct. 2 Commissioner Marti Van-
venswaay said Williams should

business_,” the 1?w§uit says, adding: ;. sign a contract that a new sher-
“While Williams’ personal jff will have to honor.

motivation for this scheme must
remain a mystery for the time
being, the whole contrivance raises
the suspicion that Williams, him-

self, will ultimately benefit.”

~ Debbie Albert, a spokeswoman
at Aramark’s corporate offices in
Philadelphia, said the company
will not comment on the particu-
lars of the lawsuit. ;

“It sounds like an issue between
the county and the sheriff, and we
will just await the outcome,”
Albert said. ;

Williams earmarked more than
$327,000 to Faith Restorative in a
;)!‘16 -year contract that expires May

“The Commissioners Court is
committed to preserving the
incoming sheriff’s right to marfage
the jail, the commissary and the
chaplaincy program as he sees as
best for Tarrant County,” Van-
Ravenswaay said. ~

The lawsuit is the latest fight
over who controls the jail’s com-
missary operation, said Jim Rid-
dlesperger, a political science pro-
fessor at Texas Christian Universi-

ty.
“It long has been a personal,

‘private sheikdom of sheriffs for

decades,” Riddlesperger said.




Bush grants »
raises for

_ Jail guards

BY JOHN MORITZ
Star-Telegram Austin Bureau

AUSTIN — Amid a rash of inmate violence

and an exodus of prison guards, Gov. George the

W. Bush ordered a pay boost yesterday for

_about 20,000 Texas correctional officers.

- .The cost is about $35 million of the Texas
Criminal Justice Department’s annual bud-
get of about $1 billion, and the funds will be
taken from other programs in the depart-

ment. Bush issued an executive order that .

sets up a fourth pay grade for officers with
three or more years’ service after working
out an agreement with Lt. Gov. Rick Perry
and House Speaker Pete Laney. ,

The raise, up to $1,656 per year for some
guards, will take effect in July and expire
Aug. 31, 2001, unless the Legislature
extendsit. ,

“Our prison guards play a vital role it

ajustice system that is keeping thousands
of violent criminals off our streets,” Bush
said in the order. “I have great respect for
the job guards do under difficult and
often dangerous conditions.” - - -
_ Bush, the presumed Republican presi-
déntial nominee, has been under fire from
state employee organizations to boost
prison pay to stanch a wholesale depar-
ture of prison guards. ,

The work force, which has an autho-
rized strength of 25,000 to oversee
151,000 inmates, has been about 2,000
guards short for most of the year.

Bush’s order calls for guards now at
the highest pay scale to be paid $28,380.
Sergeants, who now earn $28,380, would
get a boost of $965 a year, and some food
and laundry service workers will see rais-
-es ranging from $1,548 to $1,920 a year.

- Correctional officers have marched on
the Capitol in Austin and held rallies in
Huntsville, seeking an emergency raise.

They said they cannot wait until the Leg-
islature convenes in January for a boost
in their pay, which tops out at about
$26,000 a year. = sad g

- The guards issued their outcry during a
_series of violent attacks by inmates,
‘including one in December in East Texas
in which a guard was killed with a
makeshift knife. 4

_ cers on the job.”

In February, two Death Row inmates
overpowered a female guard and held her
hostage for 13 hours. This month, an
inmate held two prison nurses hostage for
almost an hour and stabbed an assistant
warden.

. The Texas Public Employees Associa-
tion called the raise a “significant step.”
“Our organization has consistently
held that the unacceptably high attrition
rates among Texas corrections personnel
are due to the combination of low salaries-
and the lack of a meaningful career lad-
der for employees,” said Gary Anderson,
organization’s executive director.
_ Area Republican lawmakers involved
in prison issues also applauded the action.
“Our prison guards perform a critical
public service, and they do so in the
harshest of conditions,” said Sen. Jane
Nelson, R-Flower Mound, a member of

the Senate Criminal Justice Committee.

- “1 think the governor’s decision was the

right thing todo.” 5
- Rep. Ray Allen, R-Grand Prairie, said.
the action should be viewed as a first
step. Sl o . f
“It’s my belief that the whole structure
[of prison guard pay] should be over-
hauled,” said Allen, who was vice chair-
man of the House Corrections Committee:
last session. “We need o build in more
incentives to keep good correctional offi-

John Moritz, (512) 476-4294

 jmoritz@star-teleeram.com’
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Sheriff suit cuts to the
- county chase

It may be one of the more interesting The heated language and continued
lawsuits in recent memory. Lawsuits feuding between the sheriff and the
typically make dry and boring reading, county commissioners doesn’t su;pzise

but Tarrant County’s filing against James Riddlesperger, a Texas
Sheriff David Williams concerning Christian University political science
c‘cfantract is chock-full - “I think it is hax;lto be
of interesting surprised by any of the
phrases. _ actions of Sheﬂ%" et

. The authors, - Williams,” Riddlesperger
Kieber Miller and - said. He said the lawsuit
Jonathan Kerr at  harks back to Sheriff Don

Shannon, Gracey, = . Carpenter, who fought
Ratliff & Miller, called Williams a  with commissioners for control of the
“lame duck.” The county accused the commissary. e
shaiﬂ?of“ﬁmnelingmsh”toa“crony.”' : “One of the things that comes from

The suit also described Williams’ - this is what I tell my students. The good
bidding process as a “transparent ol’ days weren’t all that good.”
sham.” : : - -
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Slain ¢ deputy s widow who
remamed to get ‘dowry’

By BoB MAHLBURG
 Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — It’s not
what most people would call a
. dowry. But Penny Howell of Fort
Worth will soon be getting an
$11,648 “marriage dowry” from
- Tarrant County.
In reality, the payment is closer
to a funeral memorial than a wed-

Howell remau'ied last month

' — 14 years after her first husband
was killed while on duty as a Tar-
~rant County sheriff’s deputy.
e ARe payment is perhaps the
. final chapter in the 1986 slaying
“of Frank Howell, whose 19-year-
old killer became Tarrant’s most
1 hunted fugitive after he fled to

Howell’s friends and relatives,
‘who would rather it just go away.
Howell’s brother, Pat Howell, is
the departm;ent s former chlef ,

uty. -

Theunusual “dowry payment,
which county commissioners
signed off on yesterday, was trig-
gered when Penny Howell remar-
ried in

Under an obscure provision of
state law, the spouse and children
of a worker covered by workers

compensation protection, who is

killed while on the job, can get
weekly death benefit payments.

- “It could be anyone — a con-
struction worker — anything,”
‘Tarrant County Assistant District
Attorney Ray Rike said. -

Mexico and eluded authorities in
a 10-year manhunt involving
police from both sides of the bor-
der.

Enrique “Ricky” Moreno
Casas finally was caught and con-
victed in Mexico in 1996, where
he is serving a 30-year sentence
for Howell’s murder. .

- Howell was shot four times,
once with his own gun, during a
routine traffic stop in 1986 on
Fort Worth’s south side. From that
moment, Casas became a fugitive,

. gaining near cult-hero status

among local gangs who believed
that Casas had gotten away with
killing a cop.

More than a decade later, the -
case still stirs bad memories for

‘Those benefits continue indefi-
nitely, unless the spouse remar-
ries. A marriage to someone else
ends the employer’s obligation
and the spouse gets one final
check equal to two years of the
payments, which the law labels “a
dowry,” Rike said.

Other attorneys said they find
the term dowry an odd choice of
words for such a payment, but
that’s what state law calls it.
 “It’s been in the Workers Comp-
Act for years,” said Charlotte
Knotts, a Tarrant County workers
compensation specialist. Most
workers in Texas are covered by
the provision, she said.

Bob Mahlburg, (817) 390-7675
burgl @star-telegram.com
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A student’s quest: ‘Hi, I Want
to talk with the sheriff”

BY WENDY MEYER

After too many sunny aftemoons by the pool,

~ the homework, final exams and all the other

responsibilities of this semester started piling up
like dirty laundry.

During this period of leisure, I remembered
hearing my journalism professor say, “If anyone
can get a hold of the sheriff for their final
assignment, I guarantee they will get an A in this
course.” e ‘

I was optimistic, and it sounded like a pretty
easy A. He’s the sheriff — he must talk to people
all the time, nght? =

Wrong.

Iopenedﬂlephonebook,dlaledﬂ)enumberfor

TDespe’rately Seeking David

the Tarrant County Shenff’s Department and
prayed.

The automated operator didn’t even give me the
option of speaking to a human voice. So I just
started pounding zero until I got a tired-sounding,

‘weak-voiced woman.

“Hi, I want to talk with the sheriff, please.”
“You want what?” the lady responded.

“Could I please be connected with the sheriff’s -

line?” I

“He doesn’t have alme ” she said.

“Oh,” I said.

“He’s not here,” she said. “What exactly do you
need to speak with him about?”

“Well, 'm doing a story ab—"

~ Click.

More calls — and more clicks — followed. (I
madeatleastSOca]lsu'ymgtoreachtheshcnﬁ')

Finally I came up with the number for the
sheriff’s personal secretary. “You know, you are

_better off trying to get an mtervlew with Mickey

(More on SHERIFF onl?agc 85)

me to tell her the questlons I
riff; then she’d ask him, and 1

could give her a call back tomorrow. I didn’t
have any questions I wanted to ask the sheriff,
other than who died and made David Williams
God — I just wanted to talk to him. ,

She promised she d leave a message for him
to call me back. # .

Thenextdayhewasataﬁmeralandwould

notbeback.

But Sandra promised to give him the message
that I called andhaVehxmcall meback

Right.

Eventually I decided to pay the shenff a visit.

1 tried to call first “Hello yes I'd like to
speak to the sheriff, pl , please.”

“Is this Wendy?” a fmstratcd voxce nearly ,
screamed into the other line. - s .

Click. v

1 got escorted by a fnendly fellow to the back

door of the sheriff’s office. “I'll show you where
the door 18,” he said, “but the sheriff isn’t here.”




WA

*“This lady wants to speak with the shenﬁ,”t
my escort announced to an officer securing the -
door. He started slapping his knee with laughter.

“He’s not here,” he said when he could
manage a straight face.

T wobbled my chin to get sympathy

‘They let me through.

By the time the elevator got to the third floor,

I had come up with a really good scam for .

needing to speak with the sheriff, so I very .

conﬁdently went straight to the secretary’s desk.
“Are you Wendy?” she asked.

‘Busted. Rtk

~ So I stood at the secretary’s desk and begged
She got frustrated and called Chief Larry Hester,
and then I begged some more.

The first thing out of his mouth was:

“Now look here, T have a wife and two - .
" beautiful daughters, so none of that girly stuff is

going to work on me.”
The second thing out of his mouth was:
- “He’s not here.”
I wobbled my chin for sympathy again.
He went to call the sheriff.

The secretary informed me that His Majesty

‘ would be out in 10 minutes. I was nervous. A
- man in fult umfonn approached me two mmutes
- later:

“Wendy?” he asked.

I smiled broadly and put out my hand to
shake his while he waved both his hands mna
“No, no, no,” gesture.

“I'm Capt. Herb Chambets o he e;xplamed
“You called me.” s ;

Yeah, I probably did. f thmk I spoke to every
person in the whole b\iﬂding at least

“Now, what exactly is this reﬁardmg"” I

rolled my eyes and put my head down.

Ten minutes later, Chambers walked me into
Hester’s office. They told me that he had the
sheriff on the speaker phone and asked me to sit
down. He then told the she hat he had
someone in his office who 7 to ask him
a few questions. - i

I asked my first questi , »1mrmgrat10n
~ to which the sheriff responded with dead silence.
I then got a lot of exp}anan‘ from three people

at the same time that immi
part of the sheriff’s responsibi
I asked my second question.

Dead silence. “Well, Wendy, that s a gwdv
‘question, I haven’t really put a lot of thought
into that matter,” he said.

Well, great. I scribbled that statement dwn‘

word for word. Thanks a rmlhon'

Chambers, however, was very helpful and

- walked me all the way back to the elevators and
- all the way down the hall and said that if T ew

- had any more questions, I could ]ust call him
(instead).

- Overall, the assmgnmcnt was not easxcr thm,‘
wntmgapaper ButIdontthmkapapexabom
immigration would have given me the absolute
rush of adrenaline I felt as I sped all the way
' back to my house, ran up the‘smmmdad
~ out on the keyboard every single t)img I
remembered from the whole interview. =~

As for Sheriff David Williams, I don’t thmk
“his office will forget me. And I don’t think I'm
going to forget to check out what he is up to
every once m a while elther ‘

WENDY Msven a native of San Diego isa ]untor
at Texas Chnstlan University. :
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Commlssmners halt Cold Springs plans

The Sheriff’s Department
apparently meant to store
supphes at the jail.

By BECHETTA JACKSON
Sidg Star-Telegram Staff Writer

“

! 'FORT WORTH — Tarrant
County commissioners blocked a
move yesterday by the Sheriff’s
Department to use a barrack at
- Cold Springs Correctional Facili-
ty to restock the jail commissary.
The Sheriff’s Department
recently cleaned and painted one
side of a barrack in the vacant
facility on Cold Springs Road,
just north of downtown, said
Gary Kirby, Tarrant County facil-
ities director.
‘% A divider wall, computer and
hone lines were then installed,
he ‘said. “It’s my understanding
that they were planning to
restock the commissary from
Barrack C,” Kirby said.

ANCH

Tables, gurneys and shelves
were also brought in, Kirby said.
But a Commissioners Court
order issued yesterday mandates
that the barracks and portable
buildings inside the facility be

used exclusively for work release

and the detention of prisoners.

The order states that the bar-
racks “shall not be used for stor-
age or other operations or uses
related to the operation of a jail
commissary” without written
order of the Commissioners
Court.

The action comes less than
two weeks after the county filed
a lawsuit against Sheriff David
Williams over a commissary con-
tract that merges the jail’s reli-
gious and commissary services.

Williams awarded the one-
year contract to Aramark Correc-
tional Services — a company
with ties to local jail minister
Hugh Atwell. The lawsuit claims

that by doing so, Williams
sought only to create a “sweet-
heart contract” for his close
friend Atwell, founder and direc-
tor of Faith Restorative Justice
Chaplaincy.

“If this company was antici-
pating using that barrack, they
can’t pursue it,” Commissioner
J.D. Johnson said. “It cannot be
used by private vendors.”

The contract is scheduled to
take effect tomorrow. By law, the
Sheriff’s Department has 10 days
after a contract is signed to send
it to the Commissioners Court for
review, Johnson said.

The commissary program also
has to be pre-approved by the
Jail Standards Commission in
Austin, he said.

“To my knowledge, no one
has seen the contract,” Johnson
said.

Williams did not return a tele-
phone call seeking comment.

Capt. Herb Chambers, a Sher- |
iff’s Department spokesman, said |
he was unaware of the contract
specifics and prefers to keep it
that way.

Cold Springs opened in 1988
in an old elementary school
building. Although it closed five
years ago, the jail underwent
extensive renovation when
county officials discussed using
it as a overflow minimum-secu-
rity prison a -year ago, Kirby
said.

The plan never developed
because there was not an excess
of county inmates, he said.

Another plan, which calls for
the 384-bed jail to be operated by

a private enterprise and house | - -

inmates from outside Tarrant
County, is awaiting bids, Kirby
said.

Bechetta Jackson, (817) 390-7155
bechettajackson@star-telegram.com
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‘larrant commissioners
‘order phones removed

from barrack

A one-year contract linking

By JACK DouGLAs Jr.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — After years
of complaining that Sheriff David
Williams will not communicate
with them, Tarrant County offi-
cials pulled the plug yesterday on
two telephones that were recently

installed for the sheriff’s new
_ business partners, ;
. The phones ‘were set up in

‘  Springs
Correctional Facility for Aramark ik

Corp., a national vending compa-
ny that Williams has picked to run
the county jail’s commissary.
County commissioners do not
want Aramark’s business, because
Williams plans for it to be operat-
ed jointly with a jail mini istry run
by oné of the sheriff’s closest -
confidants, Hugh Atwell.

ordered to disconnect the two

Aramark with Faith Restorative - telephone lines. “They have done
Justice Chaplaincy was scheduled o Peniedag -'
to begin today. However, there Appearing flustered as he was
was no indication it had been moving out of Cold Springs, Ara-
signed by late yesterday. - mark’s district manager, David
The commissioners have sued v Pon‘tg:’s,‘ Sald he did not ‘want to
Williams over the proposed busi- talk about the dispute between the
ness deal, and they issued an sheriff and the commissioners. -

order Tuesday prohibiting Ara-
mark from using the county-
owned Cold Springs facility,
‘north of downtown Fort Worth,

County Administrator G.K.
Maenius said he personally deliv-
ered the written order to a half-
dozen Aramark officials early
yesterday, as they were moving

into the barrack. “They were very
polite” when told to leave, Mae-

~Southwestern Bell was then

“We’re kind of caught in the
middle,” he said. * We want to
stay totally neutral in this,>

_ He referred questions to Ara-
mark’s corporate offices in
Philadelphia, where spokes-
woman Debbie Albert said she

€W nothing. | :

 Jack Douglas Jr, 817 3907700
j{d@starfmleg@m.’com_v i
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Might as well call in the-pro for
county mismanagement

O nly one person can fix the
mess at the county hospital
. pharmacy.

The customers are kept waiting two
days — some, two weeks.

Our fine public servants came up
with a novel solution: More chairs in
the waiting area. - '

This is no way to run a drugstore.

This job calls for somebody with

_proven take-charge ability. We've got

a guy like that looking for work here -
in Tarrant County. -

This is a job for Sheriff David
Williams.

- We know the guy takes charge:

W He tried to take charge over the
Arlington police at an amusement
park disturbance. :

B He tried to take charge over fed-

eral investigators when a county heli-
copter crashed.

B He tried to take charge and cut in
front of the entire downtown Fort
Worth holiday parade last November.
In fact, he did. £

Obviously this guy has self-esteem.

It’s time for Williams and his
deputies to take command of the JPS
Health Network. He can bring his mil-

itary weapons and his supersecret dou-
Of course, Williams is not always
successful when he tries to take com-
mand. He didn’t take command of the
Republican primary race last March,
when six challengers took on the two-
term-incumbent and left him with 14
percent of the vote.
However, Williams lost partly
because he couldn’t stick to a budget.
: ,

_ That does not seem to be a
 requirement at the county hospi-
tal. e
" Tony Alcini of Colleyville, the
current administrator, signed off
on a $580,000 cost overrun for a
construction job last month. He
never bothered to tell county com-
missioners or our volunteer hospi-
tal trustees. By the way, why
don’t they take c@rge? Why_l

haven’t we heard explanations
from our board chairwoman, Fran
Fuller of Bedford, or Vice Chair-
man Morton Minton of For
Worth? :

For this, we pay Alcini
$210,000 a year, plus a $10,000
“incentive” and the use of a car.

Williams could go wild with
that kind of money. He only
makes $107,000 a year for fouling
up as county sheriff.

Apparently, JPS has already
adopted the sheriff’s principles of
customer service.

The new pharmacy is a dizzy-

+ ing combination of lines and

counters. The customers can’t fig-
ure out where to wait for the pills
they won’t get.

A new hospital phone system
simply answers, “Welcome to the
automated receptionist. Please
enter an extension number.”

1 did. I heard: “Welcome to the
automated receptionist ...”

~The JPS public relations office
does not have voice mail.

If you really want to complain,
the hospital trustees don’t meet
until June 29. They only meet
twice a month on weekday after-
noons — when working people
and daytime caregivers can’t 2

We need to get this store
fixed, before Tarrantdzlugunty
winds up in one of Al Gore’s
Texas-smear campaign ads.

At least the sheriff could get
those prescriptions moving. If he
couldn’t motivate the pharma-
cists, he’d fire them and contract

 the job out to his $60,000-a-year
C

Only one thing worries me.
I’'m afraid he’d bring in the
dogs. Asbd S

. Bud Kennedy’s column appears
 Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.
; (817) 390-7538 53
budk@Sar-telegram.com 1} |
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says that Williams orchestrated 3 deal to
combine lucrative commissary profits
wiﬂx’ajail ministry program to “feather the

W‘ﬂlianm,whowiﬂlwvemenyen-’s
end, declined to comment when the suit
- was filed. But in a formal resp,

ifPs filing says
the Texas Constitution, :
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T he f llrniture
remains in
| theoﬂicf"é;

When Tarrant County Sheriff David
leaves office at the end of the

: year.hcwantstotakepanoftheofﬁce
with him.

A written mcssageto tﬁp conmy s
purchasing agent, Jack Be:
was short and to the pomt. ““The Sheriff
~ wants to know if he can purchase the
antique office furniture that is located in
~ his office. Hewamstobnyxthmsdf

: mthhnsmoneyforhlspersonalusg

No, said Beacham, explaining that
the county does not allow emglo ees —
or departing officeholders — to take off
with government-issued | / unless
it is first deemed to be Iltﬂeotno
value.

_The furniture in Williams’ omce 1s
mostly antique, refurbished and
expensive, said Beacham, who recently
mventoned items in the sheriff’s

orth and at the Gtemﬁ&y substation.
Another item that will be staying, the

purchasing agent said, is the sheriff’s

big-screen television, lqeated in one of

~Athe two ofﬁoes

¥ 7
-
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A July 10 hearingis_g
scheduled on the e
i commlssarydeal -
By Jack DOUGLAS Jn. :
: suprmsuam o h
FORT WQRTH —_ A ]tid “e
issued an order ; :
ly blockmg Sheriff Davxd Willmms
_from going into business with a
~ national vendm:mndajﬂii minis

group.
State district Judge Bob McC,

in issuing a temporary rest '
“order, said a multlmllliomdoilir
~ contract between Williams, A
- Corp. Correctional Services and
Faith Restorative Justice
may be found to be “vo %ﬁ
forceable.”

The order also sand such a b ’
ness deal, mixing the sale of snac!
to pnsonc:s with the ministry to
inmates in the Tarrant County J
could cause the county to be

“irreparably injured” by the “lngh
probability” of costly hugauom

McCoy acted in response to B

| lawsuit filed against Williams =

last month by members of the -

Tarrant County Commissioners
Court, who want to block the
contract from taking effect.

A July 10‘hearing was
scheduled for McCoy to hear
arguments on whether to keep
the contract on hold pending
the outcome of a civil trial.

Williams was out of the city
and could not be reached to
comment.

Assistant Chief Deputy Lar-
ry Hester said, “I find it unfor-
tunate that the commissioners
have sought this. I think the
citizens of Tarrant County will
suffer because of it. ...

“We still feel this is a valid
contract ... and a best-business
‘deal for the citizzns and the

inmates n‘ Tarrant County
Hester said, adding: “But of
course, the Tarrant County
Sheriff’s Office will comply
with the judge’s order.”

The one-year contract,

. signed Friday and scheduled

to take effect next Monday,

. calls for Aramark to operate

commissary services in the jail

- — a lucrative business that

generates an estimated
$200,000 a month in gross

. sales.

Part of the proflts would ,

~ fund the jail ministry program,

headed by Williams’ friend,
Hugh Atwell, accordmg to the
contract.

In theu‘,lawsult, commis-
sioners accuse Williams of
orchestrating the contract to
“feather the nest” for Atwell.

- The commissioners also
‘contend in the lawsuit that the

- lame-duck sheriff, defeated in
the Republican primary,

should not be making business

deals that extend past year’s
end, when he will leave office.

Atwell did not return phone
calls made to his office.

‘And Debbie Albert, spokes-
woman for Aramark’s corpo-
rate office in Philadelphia,
said she was unaware of the
judge’s order and could not
comment. '

The jail commissary —
commonly referred to as the
“banana wagon” — is operat-
ed by Mid-States Services,
based in Dallas.

Mid-States’ contract with
the county has expired, and it
is operating the commissary
on a month-by-month basis.

Jack Douglas Jr., (817) 390-7700
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FORT WORTH — The
spokesman for the Tarrant
County Sheriff’s Department,
who was often called upon to
deflect questions — and con-
troversies — away from Sheriff
David Williams, has resigned
from the department.

.. Capt. Herb Chambers sub-
mitted his resignation Friday,
effective immediately. Cham-
bers did not return a phone call
séeking comment. . afuin

gn

- Capt. John Dalton, acting
spokesman for the Sheriff’s
Department, said he did not
know the reasons for the resig-

nation. Assistant Chief Deputy

Larry Hester refused to com-
ment on what led to Chambers’
departure, referring all ques-
tions to Dalton.

Sources close to the recent
developments, however, said
Chambers had recently fallen
out of favor with the sheriff.

Williams is out of town and
could not be reached to com-
ment. He reportedly was
angered when Chambers was
quoted in news stories as say-
ing he did not want to have
anything to do with a contro-
versial contract the sheriff

arranged.
That contract, which was

signed Friday, combines the

operations of the Tarrant Coun-
ty Jail commissary with a jail
ministry group headed by the
sheriff’s friend, Hugh Atwell.
Yesterday, a state district
judge issued a restraining order
temporarily blocking the con-
tract from taking effect.
Chambers joined the Sher-
iff’s Department in May 1999
after a 22-year career with the
National Rifle Association. “I
am here to help modernize the

Sheriff’s spokesman

eaves department

en Williams lost in the
March 14 Republican primary,
~ ruining his chances for a third

to discourage a Star-Telegram
reporter from attempting to
interview the sheriff. :

“The man just lost his job,”

term in office, Chambers tried

Chambers told the reporter.

Star-Telegram Archives/RON T. ENNIS

Capt. Herb Chambers gave notice

Friday, effective immediately.

sheriff’s office ... working to
improve communication and
find ways to better support the
deputies in the field,” he said
shortly after being hired.

But as the official
spokesman for the department,
Chambers often found himself
fielding a volley of reporters’
questions, his boss nowhere

| around, each time Williams

stepped into a new controver- -
sy.
Unlike the sheriff, who sel-
dom speaks without a prepared
text, Chdmbers often was

e

spontaneous — and sometimes

“humorous — when dealing
with reporters.

Chambers was in charge of
damage control in December
after it was revealed that
Williams was reported absent
without leave in 1976 while in
the military. “It was one thing

in his ... [military] file,” he

said at the time. “It’s a noth-

ing. But if you’re trying to
make waves, ok
~biggie.” 5

h, boy, that’s a

“Give him a break. He h
be devastat .’f
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“ &fﬁ to the M&y 28 Weekly Review esagy
Texas Chmnax University studm

Wilﬁmyoﬁwouldnothavegivenhﬂ
second g

by T
Wendy Meyet, “Desperately Seeking
David”

I speculate that if her topic hﬂhegn
‘something other than Sheriff David

§ﬁ _ graphics ‘and pmmered any :

unsubstantlated tale by a self-professed
scamster.

1 asked Meya lf the interview would
be published. She said that it would not
— that it was a school project only.

Even though Meyer had been
previously informed that mmlgraﬁons

‘enforcement was the priority of the
federal government, she still asked
irrelevant questnons of the sheriff that did -
not target his main focus of dnt:es or

‘_mfoxwment.

I watched whlle she scnbbbd during
the sheriff’s answers and wondered how
she could develop a report with such
limited, partial and unargamzed notes.

!- - Now I know.

T wondex if she got the promised “A”

'-fmhumfemlwoummkmm

university and the professor would be

‘embarrassed and eshamed to m?wand such

a manipulative student.

Pethapnn ethics class is ot 1 ,
ism. Surely I see Iutléemgh

Wofmmmmswmgm
Lniyl)ﬁeﬂer
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Ridiculing a student
I would like to come to the defense of
Texas Christian University student Wendy
Meyer, who was so blatantly ridiculed in a

Sunday letter by Assistant Chief Deputy

' Latry:Hesterofﬂle'IhmntCounty

Sheriff’s Department for her May 28
essay, “Desperately Seeking David.”

. Not only was Hester critical of the stu-
dent’s attempt to interview our “shadow

- sheriff,” but he demonstrated unprofes-

the kettle black.

 sional conduct by trying to belittle her col-
lege professor, the university, and even the

~ Now Hester \wants to mouth about

; “,,ﬂ. s"andbeing“ . l . .”B.Oy,

there’s really one where the pot is calling

Floyd F. Clark
~ Fort Worth
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The new question surrounding Tarrant
County Sheriff David Williams comes
.in three words: Where is he? 157

! Williams and a deputy, Lt. Dave
:lI'I‘M'nn,leftforKansasCity on

: June 14 to attend the National Sheriffs’

. Association conference. Barrington

- returned on June 22, a day after the

: conference ended, but Williams was not
:with him, : :

! As of Friday, more than a week after

: the conference, Williams still had not
:bee‘nsighmdinsideﬂxecounty borders.

: Several Sheriff’s Department officials

. said they did not know Williams®

: whereabouts or what he was doing. »
. When told that Williams se¢med to be
: AWOL (again), Pct. 4 Commissioner -
:4.D. Johnson said, “T don’t care .

. whether he ever comes back.”

3 : % i . 7 = «







Tarrant sheriff guilty in election finance case

BY NEIL STRASSMAN
 Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — The Texas Ethics Com-
mission has found Tarrant County Sheriff David
Williams guilty of violating state campaign

finance laws. ;
 Williams, a two-term sheriff defeated in his
bid for a third term when he garnered 14 percent
of the vote in the Republican primary, used a
Sheriff’s Department newsletter to reprint a
speech during his campaign, a violation of state
law. '

penalty assessed by the state, did not return a
telephone message left with a spokesman. Chief

Deputy Larry Hester said he knew of the com-
plaint against his boss but was unaware of the

_commission’s finding, filed July 6.

" The complaint was filed with the Ethics

‘Commission by Darrell Clements of Hurst, a

jail lieutenant and Democratic candidate for

sheriff, who was also defeated in the primary.

Williams, who has already paid a $500 civil -

The complaint said that Williams used coun-
ty-owned photocopiers and paper and taxpayer-
paid employees to copy a campaign speech and
then distributed it to hundreds of employees.

“He got caught with his hand in the cookie
jar and had to pay $500 for his misdeeds,”
Clements said, adding that he believes that
county commissioners should make the sheriff
reimburse the county.

Commissioner J.D. Johnson said he would
like to see Williams pay the county for using its
equipment. :

“T thought he violated the law and now it’s
time for him to start paying the fiddler. He was
asking for prayers, votes and money from his
employees,” Johnson said.

Local and state officials can enforce cam-
paign laws, Assistant Tarrant County District
Attorney Ann Diamond said. ]

" "“Any public citizen or official can bring it to

our attention and we will review it,” she said.

~ Williams violated a provision of the law that

prohibits an elected officeholder or an employee
“from spending or authorizing the spending of
public funds for advertising,” said Karen
Lundquist, general counsel for the Ethics Com-
mission in Austin.

“The newsletter basically contained an elec-
tion speech and the commission found that was
advertising,” Lundquist said.

Williams periodically printed and distributed
a Sheriff’s Report to his employees. On Oct. 5,
he published a report with a section titled, “Spe-
cial Edition, Campaign for Re-election Speech,”
reprinting a speech he had given three days ear-
lier. ;

He told the ethics commission that he felt it
was necessary to publish the entire speech in the
report because a local news article had failed to
include “the actual point and direction of the
majority of the speech” and he wanted his
employees to know exactly what was said. .

Neil Strassman, (817) 390-7657
strass @star-telegram.com
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When the Tarrant County Sheriff’s
nent recently got some new
horses for the sheriff’s stray animal unit,
the name of one horse attracted |
attention from County Commissioner
J.D. Johnson.
_ The horse is named “J.D.”
~ Johnson, a frequent critic of :
controversies involving Sheriff David
~ atouch suspicious. :
- Tfigured someone in the Sheriff’s -
Department decided to pull a prank,”
and determined that the horse was named
that before it came to the county.”
Johnson said he also felt better when
he learned another new horse was =~
named Hank — as in Hank Pope, the
sheriff’s e ive chief deputv. .
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Dee Anderson’s race in the

blican primary for Tarrant County

;hkzil'lﬂ" Was not only successful — it was
expensive. —

Anderson, who won the primary
outright despite a crowded field of
contenders, including incumbent David

sa,i;iinhe spent about $100,000.

Campaign finance reports show that
Anderson, since February, has paid more
than $75,000 to the Eppstein Co., owned
by Bryan Eppstein. Most of that
money, Anderson said, was to pay for the
direct mailing of campaign literature to
potential supporters. - ; »

- Meanwhile, Fort Worth policeman
Luther Perry, the successful
Democratic candidate in the sheriff’s
race, spent about $7,700 in the March
primary, according to his campaign
manager, Even Junker. -




County bills
sheriff for use
of newsletter
In campaign

By KAREN BROOKS

Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Tarrant County Shet- :
iff David Williams owes the county $324
for using a Sheriff’s Department newsletter
to copy a campaign speech during his
failed re-election bid, county commlsmon-
ers said yesterday.

County auditors charged Williams 24
cents per copy — 12centspersndeforﬂn
double-sided newsletter — and multiplied
it by 1,350, the number of Sheriff’s Dq?m-
ment employees estimated to have received E
a copy, County Auditor Renee TxdweH A
said. ;

A Williams spokesman said the sh&iﬁ :
plans to pay it and has not given much
thought to whether he’ll try to appeal the

“The shenff does intend to pay this,”
Chief Deputy Larry Hester said.

In October, Williams printed a special
page in the regular Sheriff’s Department -
newsletter with a copy of a campaign
speech for re-election. He said public
reports about his speech were wrong.

The Texas Ethics Commission, howev-
er, said on July 6 that his actions violated
state campaign laws and fined him $500. .

Commissioner J.D. Johnson, who called
for Williams to repay the county after that
decision, said the sheriff was lucky the bill
wasn’t higher. Loy

“I think that is a very fair billing to the
sheriff,” Johnson said. “I think that if the
truth were known, a lot more time and
effort went into what he did and what his
people did on county time.” :

Johnson said he doubted that the matter

would be pursued in criminal court.

- The complaint about the newsletter was
filed by jail Lt. Darrell Clements, a Demo-
cratic candidate for sheriff who was defeat-
ed in the primary.

“He should be required to repay the cost
he incurred to the county,” Clements said.

_ “If that’s what the cost was, I’m satisfied
withit.”
Karen Brooks, (817) 390-7752
kbrooks@star-telegram.com +
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Fort Worth area

County vs. sheriff
civil lawsuit proceeding

FORT WORTH — State district Judge
Bob McCoy denied a request yesterday
to dismiss a civil lawsuit filed by Tarrant
County commissioners against Sheriff
David Williams.

“Motion to dismiss is denied,” McCoy
said in a written order, paving the way for
a future trial to determine whether
Williams can enter into a controversial
contract to operate the commissary in the
Tarrant County Jail.

In an effort to block the contract, com-
missioners filed a lawsuit alleging that
Williams was attempting to set up a
“sweetheart” deal by agreeing to do busi-
ness with a national vendor, Aramark,
which in turn would pay a jail ministry

- founded by one of the sheriff’s friends.

Williams and his lawyers have coun-

tered by citing state law saying he has

“exclusive authority” to run the jail com-
mlssary the Way he sees ﬁt

Ex—mmate accuses jail

of losing $5,300 of his money

~ Areleased inmate is accusing the Tar-
rant County jail officials of losmg $5,300
he had when he was arrested — but was
gone when he was released 12 hours lat-
er, officials said.

Investigators from the Sheriff’s
Department and Fort Worth Police
Department have launched internal inves-
tigations to determine why M ’
Morales Troche was reportedl
$5,383 when he was arrested Sunday
morning, and had only $83 when he Was :
released Sunday night. :

“He came back wanting his money

said sheriff’s department spokesman It

Dave Barrington.
Barrington would not say why Troche,- :

- who has not been formally charged, was

arrested. Troche, who does not have a
listed telephone number, could not be
reached to comment yesterday.

It was unclear when Troche said he
discovered the money missing, Barring-

| ton said.

“Between our investigators and Fort
Worth’s investigators, we’ll get to the

- bottom of this,” Barnngton smd “We
- will find out what happened.”
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~ Jailer arrested on ¢

of stealing inmate’s ensh

FORT WORTH — A Tarrant f,‘mmty
'Jailerwasbookedm:tojail yesterday on a
charge of stcalmg mogey ﬁ'om an

~ inmate. :
Jeter Fulbngbtf 1, 22, of ﬁclﬂan&
Hills, who worked in the jai for about a

year, was cha:ged with felony theft on
accusanmsthathetook$5,300ﬁmnan
mmatehehadbookedmmml Sunday

~ $5,383 when ha ‘was arres;gd Sunday
mommg but was g:venonly 3 wheqhe,

inch big-scree &kwmﬁr,amsto}md
$2,900, Dalton said.

. Investigators from 1he Shamff’
- Department and Fort Worth Police
- Department launched an internal investi-

gatxons after T‘mche lodged his com-

- ¢ takins the money, Dalton said. Fi -

T ﬁght’shaﬂwﬁsaet’aﬂlm hesaﬂ. s
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Edgecllff
‘man Jalled

after -8.-hour;;
standoff .

By YVETTE CRAIG
AND BiLL TEETER 1
Star-Telegram Staff Writers
EDGECLIFF VILLAGE — A
former Crowley reserve police;
officer barricaded himself in his,
Edgecliff Village home with his;
two children for eight hour
before being arrested yesterda
mormng, the Tarrant founty‘
Members of the depafunent’
Fugitive Squad Unit went to the
home of John Arthur Wilson Jr
45, in the 1200 block of Yorg
Drive, just before mldmghg
Thursday to serve a Hood C
ty arrest warrant for theft, sa1
Capt. Dave Barrington, a sh.er
iff’s spokesman. %
Crowley police Lt. TJ. S
smd“ﬁlmsetved;as an unp
Crowley Wtﬁio?
i g 1In May

a lawyer |
dle drvo:pe ptoceedmgs for
female friend, Hood County Dis-,
trict Attomey Rlchard Hattqg

sald. ' ,
Cotmet;an on the had—check
charge is a state jail felony with,
pumshmen; of as much as two
ind bars and a fine up

to MG,OOO., First offenses have -
: Hattoz !

mandaxory pmbatio
said.

» attorney, C :
Trimber, did 1ot return a telcﬁg
phone call tg hmwfﬁee yesters
day Bt s

Of  sheriff’s depmtxes Ji
‘0% Guthrie,”
. “They were able to

During the standoff, Wilson
barricaded himself inside, sa{
ing he was armed and wou l’
“rather shoot himself than sur?
render,” according to Bamng—
ton. The former officer’s chil?
dren, an 11-year-old boy and 14-
year-old girl, were msxde the
home.

It was not clear whether hé-
was holding his children hostage
or they just did not want to comé
out.

Addmonal shenff s deputles
arrived at the scene, including
members of the tactical team;
along with hostage negotiators
Don Jenson and Michaeb
Guthrie, Barrington said. ~ 1
~ Jenson and Guthrie helped
end the standoff peacefully, per-
suading Wilson to release his
children to their mother about
8:30 a.m. They were unharmed.

Wilson surrendered about 20
minutes later without furtheq
incident.

‘During the arrest shenff’
deputies said they found a Win-
chester 20-gauge shotgun msxde‘
the home, Barrington said. G

Wilson was being held in the
county jail for the Hood Coun
felony warrant and was expectg
to be charged in connection wﬁh
the standoff, officials said.

“We are extremely wﬁxd of
son and
- Barrington said.

this situation to a




Ex-spokesman
for sheriff may
be sued for
wreckmg car

Officials say Herb
Chambers was not,
authorized to use the
county patrol vehwh

By MAx B. BAKERi
Sm"lh\egxm MWmer
' FORT WORTH — ‘Famer
Tarrant _County s‘fh‘: ff’s
spokcsman ‘may
be sued by the county for vreck-
ing a patrol car that he ws not
authorized to use, officials sid.

tives will talk to Tarrant Crunt)
‘commissioners Tuesda; 111
suing Chambers. The ¢
seeks$ll,238¥ﬁum Cham

District attorney’s. repremta-

his msuram’é carrier, oﬁi:u\l!:
“said.

S rf e A "" Ty
Saturday, August 5, 2000

Chambers wrecked a 1996
Ford Crown Victoria with 48, 000
miles on it. He said he needed mé
car because he was on duty

~ 7 answering calls. Hcsaldxtw

thatheamveatm*‘z

| dents in a patrol car.

The car was one of 15 axthg
center of a dispute last yeaﬁ
between Sheriff David Willi
and the Commissioners Cou
about take-home cars.. Dunn !
budget deliberations, comnns‘f
sioners slashed the cars fro
Williams’ budget and he was
to turn them over. Williams didn’
immediately return the cars, ai
during that time Chamber
wrecked the vehicle. : '

In June, Chambers abmpﬁ§
resigned from the Sheriff’s

Sources said he

Department.
lf&llen out of favor with the sher-

A

“Max B. Baker, (817) 390-7714 g
maxbaker@star-telegram.com | §
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Jeputies
ONLINE

Wireless computer communications system
keeps Sheriff’s Department in touch




TR

vam

FORT Wén'm The night
the tornado hit downtown Fort
Worth in March, telephone lines,
cellular phones, pagers and cable
systems went down.

For the Tarrant
Sheriff ’s:-Depam:mt, the loss of
communication would have been
devastating if not for a cellular
digital packet data system
installed a few months earlier.

“We lost every command
system we had except the 800-
MHz radio system and CDPD,”
Lt. Robert Durko says. “CDPD
was the only means of
communications
because our 800
- system was often

overloaded.”

The CDPD system
comprises 46 portable
computers ﬂlat can
talk to one anéther and
to headquarters via a
wireless system
provided by )&T ;
Each 's officer
out on patrol takes one
of the eomputers and
connects it to a base
station in the car. He -
or she can then gain
access to information
and communicate with
headgquarters. |

After the tornado |
wreaked havoc in
downtown, the :

 Sheriff’s Department

- used the CDPD f
devices to help control
the perimeter around
the affected bmldmgs,
‘Durko says

Durko says.

“Because it is secure, you
can give an officer secure
information without it being
overheard by a scanner,”
Durko says. :

or example, officers can put

out all-points bulletins over

the system without worrying
that the suspect will be alerted.
The system also ties into the
state’s Department of Public -
Safety database so officers can
check drivers’ licenses and motor
vehicle tags during traffic stops.

The computers also have
Internet access, but that is limited
to supervisors, Durko says.

AT&T Wireless, which

provides the wxreless | b
connecuons, markets its CDPD

~_service to many public agencies

such as law enforcement, fire
departments and emergency
medical services.
gencies often use CDPD
| in conjunction with other
communication devices
such as the private networks
‘that many departments have,
says Tome Martin,
government data represen-
tative for AT&T Wireless.
“CDPD provides a greater
amount of redundancy, and we
feel it’s a much more reliable
service than the private =
networks,” Martin says,
~adding that more than 20
departments in the Metroplex
use the CDPD connections.
- The Sheriff’s Department

_pays $45 to register each device

and $49 a month to use AT&T’s
CDPBseerec,Durkosays
~ Thecompuﬁerhatdware,made
byluonixﬂlatthedepamnent
uses:s“ig;tg-m ” and can be
weather and still function
properly. The devices have a
batteryhfeoftwohou:sbutlast
‘longer when plugged into the
doehngsmlensmapatmicar.
‘The system uses a Cerulean
PacketClusta'Patrolsoﬁware
system that shows who is on
duty and what they are doing.
The software includes a chat
roomwhcmoﬁcascanu'ade

“Officers share mformatxon
bemeen each other all the

time in the live chat so it




docsn t burden our radxo
system,” Durko says.

He says the department is

- constantly re-evaluating the

technology it uses and
upgrading to the latest
software and hardware.

In the next few months, the
dcpaﬂmcnt will be the beta test

site for a dispatch program
geoCAD, made by Fort Worth-
based Indico. .

dlgﬁ?imhkes Qwﬁh?;lime |
a
‘,soﬁwatemllﬁguremnwhwh
units can respond.
“Itlstotallymap-basedso
,«lhaycanmuyseewhat

resources they have available for

~ atype of call,” says Janice
; Safea,salesmagerforlndmo

bemgmwd,'lheymgtamwm ‘
_hawwhmlelmmsand

_io useﬂw system, Seifert

says. The Colony will probably
 be the next law enforcement
agency to use geoCAD, she adds.

The Sheriff’s Department is
also looking at card swipers
for patrol cars to allow
officers to swipe driver’s

licenses, and automatic ticket-

writing programs that will

print out tickets
in a patrol car,
Durko says.:
Much of the
technology
Durko looks at
for the depart-
ment will help
reduce paperwork.
The less time
officers spend on
paperwork, the -

more manpower

can be in the
field addressing
calls and crises,
Durko says.

“We're trymg
to bring the

ShenﬁsDepé.lt-

~ment to the

: fomfremandto
‘bealeaderin
technology mFon

- Worth,” Durko
says. “We're
going to spend

less time hand-

ling reports and
~ more time

keeping Tarrant
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DEPARTMENT’S PAYCHECKS AT RISK

' Sheriff running
“over budget

By KAREN BROOKS

Star-Telegram Staff Writer A
FORT WORTH — Tarrant County

auditors will meet today with Sher-

iff’s Department officials to figure
out how to prevent the department
from running out of money within the
next month, officials said yesterday.
County officials are concerned

that Sheriff David Williams’ approxi- |  wjjliams spokesman, su

commissioners dip into the county’s
$2.5 million undesignated account -
set aside for new programs and
. unanticipated costs. ‘

mately 1,200 employees won’t get ‘
their full paychecks for the last two
weeks of September, when the fiscal |

year ends.

Commissioners have vowed not to
let that happen.

“We have got to pay these peo-
ple,” Commissioner Dionne Bagsby
said during the sheriff’s budget
hearing Wednesday, when the short-

fall was discovered.

Sheriff’s officials contend that
with a staff shortage, an overtime
budget cut in half over the past two

\all the commissioners’ budget offi-
loegs. : ‘
Chief Deputy Larry Hester, a
ggested that

“] find it reasonable that we’re in
this situation with those extra
expenses,” Hester said. “We don’t

have an option in working seven

days a week, 24-hour services when

we're aiding a citizen in their time |

of need. We can’t tell this rape vic-
tim to come back later.”

Overtime and holiday pay alone
have already exceeded their budgets
by an estimated $300,000, county
auditors said. ,

But even if funds are shifted into
salaries from other areas of the
sheriff’s budget, the entire $60 mil-
lion will still be overspent by any-
where from $147,500 to $288,000,
County Auditor Renee Tidwell said.

“That’s a pretty small amount on

“a $60 million budget,” Tidwell said, -
. “but there is a section of the
. government code ... that requires
years, Y2K and the March tornado, . this office not to allow that to hap-
nobody should be surprised that the i
department is tight on cash — leastof |
~ one at the Sheriff’s Department in
at least a decade, is largely because
~ of overtime that was more than
. double what was planned in the

The budget shortfall, the first

‘budget, sheriff’s officials said.
Tidwell said that if the sheriff
can’t find ways to make ends meet
through September, then she will
have to “make some decisions” on

the matter.

Among the alternatives are a hir-
ing freeze or barring the sheriff
from making any more purchases
until October, she said.

“There are several options, but
it’s my discretion,” Tidwell said.

local

Tidwell and county administra-
tors met with officials from the dis-
trict attorney’s office yesterday to
discuss what could be done to save

money at the department. Attorneys

are expected to advise the commis-
sioners by next week on what they
can do — or compe! ] Williams to do
— to save money. j
Commissioner Glen Whitley
suggested cutting overtime in all
areas of the Sheriff’s Department
except the jails. -
However, 56 out of the depart-
ment’s 63 vacancies are in the jails-
— and that’s where most of the
overtime comes from, Hester said. =
“A hiring freeze when we’re,
short-handed anyhow would only’
mean that, because we’re going (0.
continue to have attrition because of -

the low pay, those who are left here' . -

are going to have to work even
more overtime,” Hester said.
Whitley said yesterday that
before sheriff’s officials start
expecting commissioners to take up
the slack, he wants Williams to
come to the table with some cre-.
ative solutions. ' A
“1’d like to see a little more
cooperation from the Sheriff’s
Department than we’ve had in the

- past,” he said. e
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Sheriff found to hold
reins on payroll

By KAREN BROOKS

Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — Sheriff David

Williams may have a way to duck the har-

ness that Tarrant County commissioners
are trying to sling around his spending
habits, attorneys said yesterday.

County commissioners, who want to
hmlthlsaccesstonenycarsbudgetdm-
ing his final months in office, found out

yeswtday that the largest and most flexible -

portion of the ’s expenses is the
one area they can’t control: salaries and
overtime. %

The revelation came during a discussion
about the it running out of mon-
ey before the fiscal year ends next month.
Yesterday, auditors arrived at an estimated
shortfall of about $270,(IX) from the $59.2
mnlhon budget.

Sheriff’s oﬁcxals had met earher in the
~day with County Auditor Renee Tidwell,
Commissioner J.D. Johnson and First
Assistant Auditor Ron Ba'tel to dxscuss

ways around the shortfall.”
A recent, mandatory six-day workweek
mthejmlforsupeniim%eﬁectfor

staff shortages and to prepare for a state
 the iail passed

been camceled, said Chief Deputy
Larry Hestet, who attended the
~ meeting.
~ But ﬂh pay of employees and
faﬂ%{_fminmates — both neces-
 sary items — constitute 95 per-
eent of the department s budget,
ﬁﬁsﬁr sald shenﬁ"s officials
> wouia return to Tidwell on Mon-
day with ways that money can be
saved.

Meanwhile, the Combined
Law Enforcement Associations
of Texas, or CLEAT, issued a
statement late yesterday saymg
that % p will seek “imm
ate m}unctlve [legal] relief to
make sure that officers are paid,”

-reacting to concerns that the
shortfall would mean that

—-hﬂ&

employees would not get paid in
the final week of September.

 CLEAT officials declined fur-
ther comment until they make a

‘public ‘announcement Monday.

Federal law mandates that

‘employees get their checks at
" some point, and county officials

have vowed that will happen.
During yesterday’s discussion,
County Judge Tom Vandergriff
called it “deplotable” that the
budget is in dire straits.
Talking to area legislators “is

deﬁmtely in order” about commg
up with ways the commissioners
can rein in future elected offi-
cials, he said. 2T

“We need to move in every
possible direction to prevent
every future abuse,” Vandergriff
told Assistant District Attorney
Ray Rike, who delivered the

~ news to the commissioners. “It’s

deplorable what’s happened. I
plead with you and everyone else
in this matter to use whatever
resources are available.”
- The one way that commission-
~ers thought they could prevent it
was to put a limit on the amount
of money politicians can access
in their final months in office.
Johnson said this week that he
wants to keep Williams from
spending more than three months
‘worth of next year’s budget so
-“he cannot spend the entire
“year’s budget” before he leaves
ofﬁae
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EARNING THE PEOPLE’S TRUST DAILY

L.i EIIITORIAI.S

-~ Sheriff’

: ;;j erl1
qt‘

‘ "The Tarrant department hasa
‘money mess. How long until
3Jimnary" f t
2 The damage 1nﬂlcted on the Tarmnt

: iﬂlounty Sheriff’s Department by its miss-

'Uing-m-acuon leader goes much deeper
than a loss of reputation and a spate of

= The men and womeh who have duti-

= 8

fully worn the uniform of the county’s
‘law enforcement agency throughout the

turmoil between Sheriff David Williams
and the Tarrant County Commissioners
Court are frustrated, emotionally battered
and just plain worn down.

NQWltloeksasifﬁ:enpaychecksmay

be in jeopardy because of Williams’

”@ablhty to manage the department.
.. Expenditures revealed during last

missioners Court — hearings that
* Williams, once again, didn’t bother to

f}ittend show that the department has -
tlsedsomuch money in ovemmethatlt

L

Payroll

may not have adequate funds to meet

" payroll before the fiscal year ends on
Sept. 30.

A big contributing factor in the
$300,000 shortfall was Williams’ man-
date that all department employees be on
duty leading up to New Year’s. Overtime
and holiday pay in December 1999 was
$200,000 more than what was spent in
December 1998. '

The greatest insult that Wilhams heaps

on his administrative staff is to put them

— people trying to be responsible and
responsive — in the posm;m afhavmgto s

“appear before the commissioners to not

only justify his budget requests butto
offer explanations for why the depart-

.mentismﬂaém&ssxtsm i

Fortunately for the people of Tm

52 Countydletearepmfessmnalsmthe
~week’s budgeth&nngsbeforeﬂ)eCom- ;

Sheriff’s Department. Unfmt\mately, one |
isn’t the sheriff. o .
January can’t come soon enough,

-whenthxsshamofanelectedoﬂimalls:
- ﬁnallyoutofofﬁce : e
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;Deputles say commlssmners
get raises, shortchange t m

anoanﬂm

' FORT WORTH — Tarrant
County sheriff’s deputies,

angeredws&y
byreponsﬂxatthmenﬂghtnb!"b& mcewed,dmpxtg
enough money to pay them for the
rest of the fiscal year, complained =
that county commission-

yesterday

ers have “vwd themselves big fat
pay raises’ whlle shortchangmg
dqum

Depuuessaxdﬂleyammghtma
political squabb
sioners and Sheriff David Williams.

“They’ veg;vcnﬂnemselvessome
vexy large, fat pay raises, but we
can’t get our pay,” said Ron Blair,

president of the Tarrant County

Deputy Sheriff’s Association.

But county commissioners yes-

'ierdaydmedﬂmﬂ:eygawﬂiem-

selves large pay raises and repeated
paid, despite a

“that depuhw will be
budget shortfall discovered last
‘week. Commissioner J.D. Johnson

called deputies’ complamts “abom'

?ayraisesmd’m

ﬂney were concerned that the sher-
iff’s 1,200

e %;ff(‘udo §75) mm
- paid $105492

le between commis-

ees won’t get full
ppaychecks for the last two weeks of

:September, when Lheﬁsca!yea: tham mmComw ﬁ(ﬁds%mg ,

commissioners got a 3.8 percent

raise in 1998, 10 percent last year

and 4 percent this year. :
‘By contrast, sheriff’s employees

"gotmswofS(ipmtormem

1998, from 4 percent to 10 percent

last year, and 3 percent to 8 percent -

this year, with most getting at least 6

percent, records show.

Al elected officials get the same

[percentage pay raise as average

; The proposed budget fpr next

year would boost commissioners”

pay by 4 percent and raise pay for
~deputies by 3 percent to 8 percent.
0 has |

- Blair said Tarrant Cc

“the highest-paid comfmm&mhezs :
. court in the state” and offered a |

Cmmofﬁmlssméhstmkk

@ompanscn to other major counties. |
Butsmsﬁldm; ey
rrong. Tarrant

paid $95,712 per year — more
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denied funds for

character training

BY KAREN BROOKS
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — A high-

ranking sheriff’s official was

denied $470 worth of “character yesterday to publicly state their

training” yesterday by Tarrant

County commissioners who said
his department had a bigger debt
to pay off first.

“You’ve got $300,000 to go,”
Commissioner Glen Whitley said
to Chief Deputy Larry Hester of
the Sheriff’s Department, referring
to a $270,000 shortfall in the cur-
rent sheriff’s budget. “We’re
going to do everything we can to
make sure more money is not
wasted in that department.”

- Later, commissioners were

‘even more frustrated to learn that

the county had already spent
$17,000 a month earlier for the

- same “Character First” training for

at least 100 sheriff’s employees.

. But even without that discov-
ery, Hester’s ill-timed request had
already become a casualty in the
latest battle between the commis-
sioners and Sheriff David

Williams, who wil leave office in 8PS

December. o :
Commissioners  chided
Williams last week when they

found that a budget overrun

appeared to jeopardize the final
paychecks of the fiscal year. .
~ With federal law requiring that

 the workers get paid, however, the

commissioners have vowed not to
shortchange the department’s

,1’2@:"“‘591%93,?‘, tl}g end of | swhith Bliir- qumibeis: betrecs:

Sherif’s officials and coun

auditors are working on ways to

1ng they will make sure the
employees are paid in full and on

They said they felt compelled

support for the rank and file in the
Sheriff’s Department.

T would like to offer my sup-
port for the employees over there,
who are working under extremely
adverse conditions,” Commission-
er Marti VanRavenswaay said
before voting for the recalition i

~ The resolution was distributed
to sheriff’s employees within
hours of its passage. '

_ Officials from the Combined = —

Law Enforcement Agencies of

‘Texas and the Tarrant County

Deputy Sheriff’s Association were

- glad to hear of the resolution.

They said yesterday they would
not file suit against county offi-,
cials — including Williams — as.

long as their paychecks arrived on

time and in full. Threats of a law-
suit came up in a Monday news
conference hosted by the two

Johnson called it a publicity
stunt. None of the commissioners.
were contacted by the associations
after word got out that the budget
was short, he said. !

Ron Blair, president of the

deputies” association, said his

group “has never been welcome at
the Commissioners Court for any-
thing and at any time.” o

Members of the association,

-and 300, were worried about the

possibility of late paychecks, he

save money in the department for . «yy -ﬁavé:people callmg in all
| Menextsixweeks. - the fime,” Blair said. “Ttry o walk
To punctuate their promise — the halls of the justice center and

and respond to criticism fromtwef people are stopping me and ask-

law-enforcement advocacy groups ing, ‘What are they frying to do?

— commissioners unanimously

What are the commissioners want-

‘passed a resolution yesterday say-ing to do tous now? ”

Sheriff’s Department

“We're going 1o do
~ everything
wecanto
make sure
more money






WANTED:
DETENTION OFFICERS

The Tarrant County Sheriff’s Department is actively recruiting
for entry level positions. The following positions are currently
open:

Technical Officer II - Detention Officer $1,924.00 per month
Duties include: Supervision of Couﬁty Inmates while in a confinement

setting. Completes mandatory paperwork relating to care and custody of inmates.
Conducts hourly safety and security checks and records results.

Reception Clerk $1,720.00 per month
Duties include: Receives money and prepares property forms for inmates.

Works with the public to give information concerning inmate charge information and
visitation procedures. :

Booking Clerk $1,720.00 per month
Duties include: Enters inmate information into booking system. Performs

Agency Update functions. Performs inmate arraignment functions by scheduling inmates
for arraignment and reviewing arraignment.

*#**Fach position includes full County benefits includes
a .60 cent an hour shift differential pay and a $32.00 a
month uniform allowance.*** |

Contact a Recruiter TODAY!!!
Officers Crystal Westerfield and Roger Ruth
Office: 817-884-1322/Fax: 817-884-3305






Chaplain Raul Garcla plans to retire once the Catholic DIOOBSG of Fort Worth finds hus replacement. :

e

being detained by the U.S. Immi-
gration and Naturalization Ser-
vice.

Those pnsoners are the ones
who need to be counseled and
oriented about the jail system in
their own language, Garcia said.
“The poor prisoners could make
. mistakes for not knowing the lan-
guage. They don’t know how
things are done here.”

Giving all prisoners access to
religious materials and services is
important, said Ralph McCloud,
director of the peace and justice

ministry for the diocese. Those = -

who don’t speak English deserve
the same opportunity to practice
their religion, he said, and a
'chaplam who doesn’t speak the
inmate’s language is of httle
assistance.
~ “If it needs to be signed or in’
Spanish, we take the burden of
interpreting upon us,” he said.
 Meeting Chaplain Garcia was
the answer to Jose Garcia’s
prayers, the inmate said in Span-
ish in a recent interview. A

- When he was arrested oﬁ
charges of drunken driving, José'
Garcia, 30, had only been in thé
United States for three months
The Mexican native spoke no
English so he couldn’t ask a 31m-
ple question.

“l was desperate because
have no family here,” he said.
would cry in bed.”

When he wanted to see the
jail’s doctor, he said, he wasn’t

examined because he could not.

explain that his mouth was not
healing after it was injured in the
accident that landed him in jail.

- “If we’re sick, we have to take
it because we can’t explain,” he
said.

Capt. Dave Barrington, a sher-
iff’s spokesman, acknowledges
that inmates might end up wait-
ing for routine medical care
because of.the language barrier
and because other prisoners

might have more serious health

problems

Almougrrmérramfu“ﬂ
jailers, there is always a needl’ for
more Spanish-speaking person-
- nel, Barrington said. And prison-

. ers who speak only Spanish

might prefer to explain their
needs to the chaplain.

“I think some of that is cultur-
al,” he said. “People feel more
comfortable communicating with
someone of their own culture.”

That was the case with Jose
Garcia. He prayed for help and
managed to get a fellow prisoner
to request a Bible for him. The
next day, the soft-spoken chap-
lain arrived.

Since then, Jose Garcia has
anticipated the chaplam s weekly
visits.

“El a puesto un gramto dé
‘arena en mi,” he said of the
chaplain — he has gwen me‘i
grain of hope.

In his 17 years as a ¢
Raul Garcia has seen m;::p m
ple become interested in rehgmn%
“'ll'here s more enthusiasm. Peo- .
ple are aspirin tohave \
and study’l’)' . i Bi‘bﬁ \

Sometimes he brmgs g )
news to the inmates. His facé
brightened recently after finding
out that one man’s 'daughter WQ
doing well after surgery. -

- “It’s good news that wﬂl hﬂ -
his spirits,” he said. 3

Other times, the news he
delivers is harsh, about a fnen3 ‘
m_]ured in an accident or an

inmate’s mother dying. £

“It’s when they most neeé
help,” he said. (

An inmate can become frusﬁ
trated, depressed or suicidal
when that happens, Garcni

‘ﬂ\

_explained. If the jailers can’

understand an inmate’s s1tuatlon§
they may put him in a cell alone
to keep him from hurting hlmself
or others, he said 3
Jose Garcia is saddened by thb -
chaplain’s pendmg retlrementg
He doesn’t want to face a
Wednesday morning when he
doesn’t see Raul Garcia in
black shirt with clerical colIai'
and black cowboy boots wal
by his cell. But if he goes, 1,t‘
God s will, the i mmate said. &

P
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Cold Springs lall

WH AT ”- RBSldentS awrﬁhcmmmmm state n:mqates

MEANSTOYOU

Under the county’s plan,
medium-security inmates
would be housed inthe
Cold Springs jail neara
residential neighborhood
north of downtown

s
- |

BYKAnEn’Bnooxs

Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FOR'I‘WORTH 'IhnantCountylsponsedto ;
choose a private company to reopen the vacant |+
Cold Springs Confinement Unit to house state |
inmates, bringing nearly $1 million a year into
county coffers — and without a word to nearby
residents who res1stedsych amovo ear ago.

. “We don’t want ha

ﬂme ” said Glenn Spoons, ‘vice chmrwoxoan of tlie

b '\\

ad -

- Greenway Neighborhood Development Corp., a

g:onpufaboutSOOre&denm

-aware, else, of what it is
do and how Jt couId possﬂﬂy affect

“Wﬁsﬁilhavetﬁesamem mﬂweWmﬂd

‘be made

ﬁey re. going to.

the oommum—

The 384~bed faclhty north of' ,

downtown would house mim-
- mum- to medium-security, nonvi-
olent inmates from the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice. A
private company would be in
chargc of the ]all’s dally ope:a

uons

county appears ready to accept
the proposal from Correctional
'Services Corp., which runs the

Of the mo bxds recewod, the' :

correctional boot camp in Mans-

field, along with 13 other Texas

facilities and 57 facilities nanon-.

wxde j

- If the commissxoners ratlfy"

Correctlonal Semccs ‘bid, the

county will contnbute rough‘ty

Gary Klrby, Tarrant’s '?l“' C] lllhé&

me facility to get it ready to lease.

‘They re bpth excellcnt com-
panies,” he said. “It’s oome down
to dollars.”

- The state pnson system, whlch\'

has an inmate population of about -
150,000, leases approxnmately;
3,800 beds from Texas counties to
offset overcrowding, TDC
spommanﬁleo(tasﬂehny ,
Cold §prings has cost. the .
noney to keep it running,
mughly $150,000 last year, said

boén vacant since 1995 When lt‘:
wm closed because of low i _' nate

\Last year Tarrant County S
$1.6 million to renovate part

- A few months later, in Novem-

ber, some residents told commis-
sioners that they were worned
aboutescapees :
_ Spoons said she was not toldf-
that the plan — which had been
stalled until the' county requested
bids i m Jme -—-was back o?
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‘candidate says

opponent botched case

* BY JAck DouGLas Jr.

; Star-Telegram Shfanter
... FORT WORTH — Democratic sher-
{iff’s candidate Luther Perry accused

Republican rival Dee Anderson yester-

day of making a “critical” and “inexcus-
able” mistake while investigating a
drunken driving fatality 15 years ago.
- Perry, a Fort Worth police officer, said
that before voters decide who is most
_capable of becoming Tarrant County’s

___CAMPAIGN 2000

next top cop, they should consider what

he called Anderson’s failure to request
that the drunken driving suspect take a
blood test. ‘ :

“What?” said a surprised Anderson,
when told that Perry was accusing him

-of botching the old DWI case and sug-

gesting that the case led to his reassign-
(More on CANDIDATES on Page 9B)

ment to a “less responsible role” as
Arlingtoqﬁ'/Palice Department

Anderson denied doing any-
thing wrong in the investigation
and accused Perry of political :

- mudslinging. ity

. “This is ridiculous,” he said.
“I'm sorry he has stooped to this
level. I feel the voters will see
through this as the desperate
attempt that thisis.” =

Perry said Anderson failed to

follow correct police procedures,-
mandated by Texas law, by not
ordering a drunken driving suspect
to submit to a blood test after a
June 10, 1985, collision in Arling-
ton that killed Herbert S. Paloff, a
Virginia engineer who was in town
Onbosinegs, - o= 0
In a plea-bargain deal, Gustavo

* Cedillo, the principal of a Fort
. Worth e ary scheol, was ulti-
- mately convicted of involuntary
manslaughter and sentenced to 10

- years’ probation and 120 days in
jail. Cedillo was also ordered to

 resign from the school district.
. Perry said the punishment

- would have been harsher had

and ordered a blood examination to

determine whether Cedillo was

drunk at the time of the accident.,
“It’s incompetence at its best,”

 he said of Anderson, adding: “If he

can’t be trusted to adhere to state

~ law, then how can he be trusted to

. accident.”

run the Sheriff’s Department?”
Perry and a campaign worker
cited a state law that, according to
records with the Texas Law
Library in Austin, took effect Jan.
1, 1984. The statute at the time of
the accident said a blood test is
required, rather than simply
offered, when “at the time of the
arrest, the officer reasonably
believes that a person has died or

- will die as a direct result of the

- But Anderson, recalling an inci-
dent that occurred in his fifth ye:

as a police officer, sai
“almost certain” he w







By KAREN BROOKS
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Problems at
the Tarrant County Community
Correctional Facility in Mansfield
~ came back yesterday to haunt the
" private company that runs it,

The same company wants to
reopen a Fort Worth facility to
house state inmates. i

Florida-based Correctional Ser-
vices Corp. won its contract from the
county yesterday to open the 384-bed
Cold Springs Correctional Facility,
but not before commissioners chas-
tised company officials for recent inci-
dents at the Mansfield boot camp,
which Correctional Services Corp. has
run for about 10 years,

The Mansfield boot camp and
drug-abuse treatment facility is
under state investigation after alle-
gations of sexual harassment and
assault incidents.

In 1994, a guard pleaded guilty
to sexually assaulting a female
inmate.

And last month, a former main-
tenance worker pleaded guilty to
coercing two female inmates to per-
form sexual acts; and a former drill
instructor is under investigation for

Star-Telegram/DON COOK
L]

having sex with a female inmate in
December.

In spite of those incidents, com-
missioners voted 3-2 yesterday to
award the Cold Springs contract to
the company, which would use the
former schoolhouse just north of
downtown Fort Worth to house
minimum-and medium-security
male state inmates.

The county will get about
$966,000 a year from the company
to run the jail. -

But two commissioners, Marti
VanRavenswaay and Dionne

ounty approves jail contract

Company that runsMansfield jail is chastised

Bagsby, both of whom voted
against awarding the contract,
questioned whether the profit is
worth the toll exacted on a nearby
neighborhood and whether it
strong-arms the autherity of the
next sheriff, who will be elected in

~ November.

“T have a problem with jail facili-
ties being managed by outside com-
panies,” said Bagsby, whose district
includes Cold Springs.

The Mansfield situation is an
example of what can happen, she
said.

But Bagsby said she had other
reasons to vote against CSC.

Bagsby said she has been look-
ing out for the residents of the
Greenway neighborhood near the
facility. Residents have voiced con-
cerns about reopening the jail but
have said they are confident the
commissioners will watch out for
their best interests,

Bagsby said the facility could be
used for other purposes, such as
temporary office space for county
employees. The Cold Springs facili-
ty, closed in 1995 because of low
inmate populations, served its pur-

pose of easing local jail overcrowd- -

4
.,“‘“

-

ing — a need that no longer exists,
Bagsby said. -

VanRavenswaay voted agains
allowing the company to take over"
the facility because such decisions,
she said, should be left up to the
new sheriff, who will take office in”
January. - S5 Ly

“1 want to give the new sheriff "
chance to decide how to use the "
Cold Springs facility,” she said. ™"

Before the vote, commissioners
asked for reassurances from the
company’s vice president, Bill"

- Bryan of Waco, that the same prob-

lems that plague Mansfield woui_&‘
not occur at Cold Springs. W,
Bryan said his company is tak-
ing steps in that direction, includ-.
ing hiring a new administrator at_
Mansfield who is “going through
that thing with a fine-toothed
comb.” : i
“If we have a problem, we fix,
it,” said Bryan, who will be the;
administrator at Cold Springs. -
“We stumbled, we’ll pick ours -
selves up and we’ll make you-
proud of us.” e

Karen Brooks, (817) 390-7752
 kbrooks@star-telegram.com
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Empty jailho‘use’hwould serve
community best as schoolhouse

ob Ray Sanders is right. ter than an empty building. They .
B That sentence does not think it’s time to rent out an aban-
appear in this space often. doned county jailhouse near down- A
This time, he’s absolutely right. ~ town Fort Worth. BUD
Our county commissioners are That empty jailhouse should KENNEDY
wrong. , ‘ never reopen. It was converted e
What are they thinking? from a school to an emergency
- Astate prison does not belong overflow jail during seven of the COMMEN T’? RY
next to a residential neighborhood. ~ worst crime years, 1988 to 1995. » Jon McConal
I know what the commissioners Originally, it was an elementary column. 3B
think. They think a rent check for school serving a north side neigh-
nearly $1 million a year looks bet- (More on KENNEDY on Page 10B)
bolioad. " Fort Worth and Glen Whitley of ~ “It would be an ideal central
To my friends in Arlington, HUrst, and for the for-profit Fiori- location for an alternative school,”

Southlake, Hurst and all the east-
. ern Tarrant County cities that con-
- trol Tarrant County government:
- What if somebody tried to turn
~your former neighborhood school
- into a state prison?

You wouldn’t like it.

Neither do the powerless resi-
.dents of Fort Worth’s oldest
-neighborhood, along the neglect-
“ed streets near Samuels Avenue
“and the empty Cold Springs Cor-

rectional Facility.

“This would be devastating to
that neighborhood,” said Fort
Worth Mayor Pro Tem Ralph
McCloud. :

He represents the nine-block

Greenway neighborhood and the

da company proposing to open a
state prison.

“Look some other place,” he
said.

If Vandergriff, Johnson and
Whitley think the county needs to
unload an empty building, here’s
a better solution: :

Sell it back to the Fort Worth
school district. Sell it back in
exchange for the county’s invest-
ment, so it can once again be
filled with the children of north
Fort Worth. :

County taxpayers pulled off a
coup to buy the school. With the
city school population dwindling
and the county jail overflowing,
the.county bought the former

century-old Rock Island area,§ RUDY Williamson Center, once an

where low-income and elderly
residents live in modest homes on
land where cattle drives once
tramped out the path to the
Chisholm Trail. -

“That is a very history-rich and
proud neighborhood which has
grown isolated,” he said. “Fami-
lies have lived there three genera-
tions. The revitalization is begin-
ning.” The city has already lined
up a $1.2 million federal grant, he
said. - > :

McCloud had a blunt request
for County Judge Tom Vander-
griff of Arlington and Commis-
sioners J.D. Johnson of northwest

elementary school and then a high

school for pregnant girls.
Williamson was the neighbor-

hood elementary school principal

from 1926 to 1951. When the

April 1949 Trinity River flood
drowned her school, she went door
to door asking for furniture and
books to reopen classes and
restock the library.

In 1985, county taxpayers
bought the school for a bargain
$375,000. Another $2 million-plus

said Eldon Ray, a Fort Worth
school district associate superin-
tendent. “We-have filled up every
empty building we ever had. We
heed more space somewhere.” In
the past three years, the district has
spent as much as $6 million each
year to remodel and reopen four
abandoned schools. ;
School board President Gary J.
Manny was gone for the weekend, :
“so I could not ask him. Trustee
Rose Herrera, who represents the
north side, did not return a call.
The residents of the near north
side don’t deserve a neighborhood
state prison.
Give them back a school.

has been spent to expand the

building and tighten security.
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Police get

~aid in pursuit
- from sheriff

. Far from the rigors of politics and con-
troversy, Tarrant County Sheriff David
Williams joined forces with Fort Worth
police on Aug. 27 to catch a derelict dri-
ver on a “monster” motorcycle. City
Officer Mike Lilly said that police
attempted to stop the man after spotting
him and several other motorcyclists rac-
ing near Texas Motor Speedway.

But the Kawasaki was too powerful
for the PD’s “clunky Crown Vics,” and
the officers quickly lost sight of their sus-

_ Then Williams, dressed in his Sunday
clothes and traveling in an unmarked
Chevy Caprice, used his patrol radio to
tell the officers that he had the fleeing
motorist in sight. Using the information
given by Williams, “we started moving
in.” this time with the help of a police
helicopter, Lilly said. =

The sheriff, who continues to bicker
with county commissioners despite his los-

ing bid for a third term, has not had a very

£00d year. But that day. Lilly said, “he did
us a real nice favor. he did a good job.”

e N
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Operator of jail ‘banana wagon’ o

gives back little, figures reveal

By JAck DoucLas Jr.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — On any giv:
en morning, workers push 400-
pound, four-wheeled metal carts
through the Tarrant County Jail,
peddling soaps, aspirin, candy and
other merchandise to prisoners.

The carts, and the people who
push them, are part of the jail’s

commissary, known as the
“banana wagon.” It is a privately
owned, multimillion-dollar enter-
prise that, as with all jail commis-

saries in Texas, is required by

state lavy to put part of the profits
Into an inmate welfare fund. Pur-
chases are made by scanning bar
codes on prisoners’ wristbands,
enabling the commissary to with-

draw money from individual
accounts set up by the inmates or
their families. =~

The banana wagon is one of
the busiest jail commissaries in
the state, yet it pays the Tarrant
County Jail one of the smallest
.commissions, according to records
obtained by the Star-Telegram.

- The Star-Telegram’s findings
provoked concern among Tarrant
County commissioners who say
they have long been frustrated in
their efforts to find more effective
ways to manage the commissary.
“As a financial person, I think
there’s quite a bit of additional
funds that could be there for the
county if we had the right financial

arrangement,” County Auditor

Rene Tidwell said. :
County Judge Tom Vandergriff
said that one of his top priorities
during the upcoming session of the
Legislature will be to push for
changes in state law that gives sher-
iffs exclusive control of commis-

|sagies. Local government leaders,

County commissioners say they
were not aware of how little of the
revenue the jail realizes and have
begun to search for ways to recoup
more of the profits. 2 N

Of the more than $10 million in
gross sales rung up by the commis-
sary from fiscal year 1996 throu.

. the first seven months of this fiscal

year, $360,388, or 3.54 percent, was
returned to the Sheriff’s Department
inmate welfare fund.

The rest of the money, after
overhead costs, went to the vendor,
Mid States Services, a Dallas com-
pany that keeps its financial books
closed to Tarrant County auditors
and the public. -

The company also refused to
allow the Star-Telegram to photo-
graph commissary operations,

_review its contract with the jail or

disclose its inventory and the prices
that it charges to prisoners, arguing
that such information is confidential
and release of it would benefit com-

Tarrant County Sheriff David
Williams, through a staff member,
declined to comment on his deal
with Mid States, which is spelled
out in a simple, three-page contract
that the sheriff negotiates.

Mid States board Chairman John
Sammons, the only company offi-
cial who agreed to an interview,
questioned the accuracy of the Star-
Telegram’s findings, saying that the
records “are just a bunch of num-
bers that don’t mean anything.”

Sammons added: “I feel we pro-
vide a quality product at a fair
price”

halls of the jail, selling soap,
shaving cream and snacks to pris-
oners from banana boxes.

In the late *80s, Sheriff Don Car-
penter contracted with Mid States to
operate the commissary, which has
become popular among inmates,
most of whom are not impressed with
the jail’s daily meals, whch are served
about5am., 11 am. and4 p.m.

The commissary offers “a little
more of the type of food that you
snack on in the free world,” former
inmate Natividad Valle said.

Williams, who lost his bid for a
third term as sheriff and will leave
office at the end of the year, wants
to replace Mid States with a new

‘commissary vendor who has agreed
to pay a slightly larger commission.
But the county has filed a lawsuit to
stop him, arguing that such a move
should be made by the new sheriff,
who will be elected Nov. 7.

Jack Madera, founder of Mid
States, did not return repeated tele-
phone calls regarding either the
lawsuit or his long relationship with
the Sheriff’s Department. Larry
Hanson, Madera’s son-in-law and
the president of the company’s jail
commissary division, declined to
-comment. :

Madera, 72, sold Mid States
about a year ago to a group of
investors. The majority owners of
the business are Hanson and Sam-

F et & s]—"_ff: T d have the MO0, 2 businessman from Temple.

authority to

SREBAREYC 0f mUChaccuracy of the Star-Telegram’s
¥a£0;;h:ancgu3w ﬁdanmdgﬁtheﬂ: sé'idjﬁndmgs, said the records released
On Tuesday, for example, county

- commissioners will be told that
Williams plans to take ‘more thar

Sammons, who questioned the

by some of the other county jails
may not include “hidden costs,”
such as wages and benefits of the
commissaries’ staffs.

- $2,000 out of the commissary-fund ;
to buy paperback Bibles for prison.  Sammons also said that he sus-
Set -%’six copies of the King JamesPects that other jail commissaries

version and 400 of the New Interna-aY charge more for their goods,

tional translation. |
The “banana wagon” began

inme,nt.coﬁ"els.

creating more revenue for govern-

1961 when Sheriff Lon Evans ~J4il commissaries generate much

launched the operation as a per-
sonal business. Evans walked the



money for the local govern-
m of Harris, Bexar and Travis
counties, according to the Star-
Telegram’s findings. In Dallas
County, where the jail commissary
is run by Mid States, the profit ratio
is about the same as in Tarrant, the
records show. ‘ »
- Tarrant County’g:l%czo%-
generated more : -
g: in gross sales last fiscal year,
records show. Of that, Mid States
returned 3.56 percent, or $81,307,
to the jail. 5
~ During the same period, the
Travis County Jail’s commissary in
Austin generated less in gross sales,

, but set aside much more
for prisoners, $238,069, or 24 per-
cent of the gross revenue.
~ In Harris County last year, offi-
cials deposited $1.7 million in an
inmate-welfare account, 38.6 per-
cent of the jail commissary’s $4.4
million in gross sales. |

“We essentially spend it all for
the inmates,” said Capt. Don
‘McWilliams of the Harris County
Sheriff’s Department. “We also
think it’s the reasonable thing to do
to offset the cost of inmate recre-
ational activities and other pro-
grams by using their own money,
rather than using ‘t%payelqs mon-
ey'» '_ijams Sal 2 :

When told that Mid States pays
less than 4 percent -;1111 commission
fees to operate the jail commissary
in Tarrant County, Capt. John Hart,

Records show that in Bexar
County last year, the jail commissary
had $1.53 million in sales — more
than $740,000 less than Tarrant
County’s total. Yet, Bexar County
sheriff’s officials were able to set
aside $209,905 for inmates, almost
2% times the amount set aside for
perio  to the figures.

- Government officials in Travis and
Bexar counties said their numbers
overhead costs. McWilliams said he
is not certain whether the records for

has 12 employees, costing Mid
States about $225,000 a year in
wages and benefits, Sammons said.

Savala Swanson, chief deputy
over the Tarrant County Jail, said he
could not allow pictures to be taken
of the commissary because “it’s not
our property,” even though it is
located in, and profits from, a gov-

Asked about the price of com- =
missary goods, Swanson said his
office conducted a study several
years ago that indicated that the
prices were comparable to what
other jail commissaries charge,
including those in Bexar and Travis
counties. “Some items were lower, =
some items were a few cents high-

er’” he Sald-h»m 2

. The sy, Swanon s, i
eXxamine the commissary in the
_Sammons said his compan
‘offers the most efficient and Sins
lined jail commissary service in
Texas, with operations not only in
mn Jails in Texas, Louisiana

“We be aki Bitsuing
ed deals. Otherwise, why would

- Officials in Corpus Christi deter-
mined }ams;; year that the Nueces
about $30,000 a year under Mid
States’ management, said Dale
Atchley, a spokesman for the coun-
ty auditor’s office. The sheriff’s

nent renegotiated its contract
after the company agreed to
increase its commission to the
county from $37,000 a year to
“now over $95,000,” Atchley said.
. Mid States is not attempting to
rip anyone off, Sammons said.
“We're not making a killing. We're
not making out like bandits. We're
simply making a fair return on our
investment,” he said. :
Among large county jails in

Texas, only at the Dallas County

Jail were the records similar to

those in Tarrant County. Mid States,

after generating $5.39 million last
year in gross sales, deposited
$213,301, or 3.9 percent of sales, in
an account for the prisoners,
according to records obtained

In Travis and Harris counties, the
by thie nies are operated in-house
Y their respective sheriff’s depart-
ments rather than through an out-
sidecompany. =~



Travis County Sheriff Margo
Frasier said she considered switch-
ing to a private company last year
andbneﬂyttmedoverheroommxs-
sary to Mid States for a trial run. ;
“They ran a very good operation
and offered a good product to the
mmamatacostthatwas

ble to what you see in this busi-

ness,” Frasier said. “It was just that
I found, after looking at it, that I
could make more money for the
inmate welfare fund by runmng it
myself,” she said.
Asked about Mid States’ bus1-
ness arrangement with Tarrant
, Frasier said: “It’s not a deal
I would take.”

InBexarCounty the_]allcom-’

_ Pet. 3 County Commissi
Glen Whitley agreed, sayi W
don’t know that I see that as of
our business. ’.Idontﬂ'ﬂnk.thc

- government has the right to have
-access to a puvate busmess s

books.” ; ; :
, ButPct.ZCOlmtyCOmniisspona
a'MamVanRavenswaayseesmhf
ferenﬂyShesmdeSms,unlike
Ford, is an “outsourced” arm of

ThnantCountygovanment,mak

;mgnmey&meﬂyﬁomagow
/mmtalﬁmcnon*ﬂmmcmmnoq

})fpeoplechargedmﬂlacnme

“I think the more that we are,

'ablemaulnandthemmemmt-v
able we are to the public, the better

Tarrant Sheriff
David Williams,
whose term
expires in Decem-
ber, wants to hire a
new commissary
vendor. .

mlssa:y is run by a mmlsuyﬁg}_)_pp, govemment we are able to pro#
whose board of directors works v‘“‘?’;“: i jﬂ
closely with gwemmmoﬁcids Jack Douglas Jr., (817) 390-7700 -
said County Auditor Dan Johnson. -~ j@sar legrameom . W}
d t
Know exactis o mch e ocr® Shopping the commissary

missary is making because ministry risomatTarrantCuuntyJaﬂmnseiectfrommoremauwitemsw,f
officials “submit to us a certified pu&chasegoodsfmmmemmmnssaty Here's a sampling of what's in stock (the

wﬁtaﬁamﬂ: year. .. T&*mﬂﬂds siesofmeprodumswaremtdhcmseQ)andﬂncosts

las one can only guess |
- itable the jail commissaries arev»
Abewlse,asaplivaw ompany, Mid.
open for government sctmﬁ:y -
ciakmbothommsmi :
~ Tidwell, the Tarrant Connty
auditor, said she once asked Madera
to look at Mid States’ financial
records, concerning only its work
mmme'lhrmnt(lomty;ﬁ}mma'
- missary. “The general gist,” she |
.smdofthemsponsesheteeexved,
“WaSWhywmﬂdemutoMat: 5 B dy /
them. * SOURCE: Tarrant County Jail BN, R
“Itwasnevercleamnwheﬂml = ' : r S A
would be granted access. I never
- showed up athlsdoot”"l‘idweli
 said.

Although she has never beeu
able to{audu Mid Stahes. commis-

Sammons said he woni&r not
- ;allow Tarrant County to audit his
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County plans

to raise jailers’
starting salary

Officials hope the increase will
help in the filling of vacancies.

By KAREN BROOKS
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Bemoamng the hlgh
turnover and poor recruitment rates of Tar-
rant County Jailers, commissioners decided
yesterday to raise the Jailers’ starting salaries
by 14 percent.

If the new pay allows the Sheriff’s
Department to fill the vacancies it has in its
jails, the county could stave off future over-
- time costs, boost recruitment and reduce
stress, encouraging employees to stay thh-
the jail longer, budget officials said. ‘

The worst-case scenario is that if the new
pay levels don’t do anything for recruitment,
the cost to the county would be $437, 924

next year, not including a repeat
of the more than a half-million
dollars in additional, beyond-bud-
get overtime the Sheriff’s Depart-

ment incurred last year, according

- to budget estimates.

The changes will go into eﬁ'ect
Nov. 1.

Startmg salaries for jailers will
increase from $23,088 to
$26,404. The increase will also
allow jailers to reach their maxi-
mum annual pay of $34,140 in
51/2 years instead of nine years,
vital for encouraging employees
to stay with the department, Chief
Deputy Hank Pope said.

“It’s definitely a step in the

- right direction,” Pope said. “

think it’s going to boost morale.
.. We’re concerned about the

' employees that are already on

staff, but we think by obtaining
and filling all the positions, that’s
going to be a help to them.”

The overtime issue is testy -

with commissioners this year.
The overtime bill at the Sheriff’s
Department — due in part to
Y2K but also a result of staff
shortages — was the main con-
LA ¥

tributor to a $270,000 shortfall on
its $59.2 million budget this year.
Employees who are making

below.the new starting rate will

be brought into line with that lev-
el of pay, commissioners said.
Along with those increases,
commissioners agreed to add a
nickel to the hourly pay of jailers
who work evening and overnight
shifts. Those employees currently
get 60 cents more an hour than
the day shift as compensation for

- working off-hours.

The raises will be formally rat-
ified along with the county bud-

get in two weeks. The increases

will lift jailers above barbers, bus
drivers and washing machine
repairmen in average pay, accord-
ing to figures from the Texas
Workforce Commission.
Commissioners decided to
increase pay to raise the spirits
among employees they said are

‘some of the lowest paid in the

department but have some of the
county’s most high-stress and
high-risk jobs. Roughly 3,500
inmates are housed in the coun-
ty’s jails. ‘

All sheriff’s employees
received 3 percent to 8 percent
raises last year, and 4 percent to
10 percent the year before, but
that didn’t significantly aﬂect the
starting salaries.

“I’d like to see us do this,”
County Judge Tom Vandergnff
said. “I"d like to see us go the
extra mile.”

* Jailers and their support staff L

sit in a jail eight hours or more a -
day and work with people “at
their absolute worst,” Pope said.

“Generally, they [the inmates] :

are self-absorbed and just don’t
have much regard for the rights
or feelings of other people,” Pope
said. “You get bodily waste |
thrown on you. You get violent,
abuse language. You’re subject to
assaultive behavior.”

Although some people may

‘enjoy working in the jail their

entire careers, Pope said, others
view it as a way to break into
peace officer work. Low pay with
such conditions — not including
the overtime most are forced to
work because of the staffing
shortage — encourages them to

pay their dues elsewhere, which

reinforces the problem, Pope
said.

Of the 651 positions the Sher-
iff’s Department has in its jails,

- 53 are vacant, Pope said.

The department has lost more
than 300 employees this year,
county oﬂiclals said.

" Karen Brooks, (817) 390-7752
kbrooks @star-telegram.com




Auction to
offer cars,
equipment

A

i BYKAREN Bnooxs
Star-Telegram Staff Writer ,

- FORT WORTH — The sheriff
wanted them, but the county didn’t
want him to have them.
~ Now, maybe you’d like to drive
one.

Some of the Crown Victorias
that were at the center of a fight
between Tarrant County commis-
ﬁmmand Sheriff David Williams
last year will be on the auction
block — along with hundreds of
other vehicles — in the Texas Joint
Metroplex Auction today at the

Center.

“You’d be one of the r.htc few

Who have ever dnven one,” said
Jack Beacham, 'Ihn‘ant County e

chasen

e tmmnl auctmn. eonsxdewd

one of the biggest of its kind in the

, is a way for Metroplex'
St isa y‘ ., e

= Ahttln moolah forthe:rMet-
waliiﬂebonusfmmback

m Pk Ly XL
‘There 'am’pohoe' i msthatarelms_

2 years old; pickups, compact
mfanliy.;mm,ﬁmwus a cou-

ple of jet skis; a street sweeper; a

dump truck or two tractors and

- There’s a Porsche and a Mer-
cedes Benz, confiscated by local
di'ug agents and cons‘trnctlon
ﬁom'l‘anthounty
_There’s even a garbage truck
with a side loader.

: Aletlonplns

WHAT: Texas Joint Metroplex Auction
WHEN: Today

Eqmpment auction starts at 4 p.m.
Vehicle auction starts at 6 p.m.
Bids/registration starts at noon.

WHERE: Arlington Convention Center :
1200 Ballpark Way.

MORE INFO: Open to the general pub-
lic. $500 deposit for cash bidders. No
credit cards. : 1

CALL: City of Arlington, (817) 456-

T

~ One year, one of the cars confis-
cated from a drug dealer was almost
sold with $4,000 wrapped in a tow-
el and hidden insideit. .
“Last year, there was a real ntoe
red Chevelle Convertible, all
restored, with chrome on the
engine,” said Bill Underwood, pur-

‘chaser for the city of Arlington.

“There’s some real nice stuff; and
thaessomesmffyouhndofwon- ‘
der about.” ‘
: Once, someone anct:oned a

lownder car, complcte with
hydraulics that made it bounce up
- and down.

“There are lots of fire cngmes 1f
anybody wants to pump Some water
out of their stock pond or some-
thing,” Underwood said with a
chuckle.

~ And then there are the Ford
Crown Victorias — just one point
of contention between Williams,
who wanted them for his depm
ment, and Tarrant County commis-
sioners, who ccut about 15 of them

~ The auction, ofﬁcmily Bosted by
the city of Arlington, includes the
foIlOng ‘governmental bﬁedtc&
Arlington, Tarrant County, Mental
Health Mental Retardation of Tar-
rant County Tatrant County Nar-
cotics Intelligence and Coordination
Unit; Mansfield; Marshall; High-
land Park; Dallas County Utility
and Reclamation District; Burleson;
Umvemty Park and Grand Prairie.

mm@mmsz :
kbmab@m:mkgmcm it
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Tarrant County Shedfl"s Deparhnem vehicles are among items to be auc-
tioned off today at the Arlington Convention Center.

-
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Anderson misses minority

~Sponsored forum

Star-Telegram/RODGER MALLISON

Luther Perry, left, Democratic candidate for sheriff, speaks to the weekly
Minority Leaders and Citizens Council as Estrus Tucker, council president,

relays ques’aons from the audaence

His challenger for shenff Luther Perry, says

he will debate anywhere.

" attempting to duck a face-to-face

BY JACK DOUGLAS JR.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Taking a

cue from the presidential race,
candidates for Tarrant County
sheriff began debating on when
to debate yesterday after one of
them did not attend a forum
sponsored by minority commu-
nity leaders.

“Wherever you are, I hope
you’re listening,” Democrat
Luther Perry said, challenging
Republican rival Dee Anderson
in a speech recorded for radio

and cable television.

“I’ll debate you anywhere,”
Perry said. “I’ll debate you at
your home, and you can call all
your friends over.”

Anderson, who is spokesman
for the Arlington Police Depart-
ment, said he was too busy to

attend because of a break in a

high-profile murder case.
“We’ve had a lot of work to

do around here,” he said, refer-,

ring to the recent arrest of a sus-
pect in the 1996 “bathtub” slay-
ings of two women.

Anderson said he was not

" (More on DEBATE on Page 6B)

debate with Perry, a Fort Worth
police officer, and noted that the
two of them were on the “same
stage” during the primary cam-
paign.

“We will be again, I'm sure,”
Anderson said. “If the time is right,
I'll certainly do that.”

Perry spoke at Wednesday’s

{forum at Commugity Christian

Church in southeasi Fort Worth.

“It is unfortunate my opponent
is not here,” Perry said, sitting next
to an empty chair reserved for
Anderson.

Anderson said he did not learn
of the debate until “late last week
[and] I was already book

He also said that he attended a
political forum at the church before
the primaries.

Estrus Tucker, president of the
Minority Leaders and Citizens
Council, which sponsored the
forum, said that in the past two
weeks he left four phone messages
for Anderson, invitigg him to par-



DEBATE

ticipate in the forum to highlight
the sheriff’s race. :

Anderson never replied, Tucker
said. '

“I'm assuming Dee Anderson
had a conflict in his schedule,” he
said after the hour-long forum.

Tucker added, however, that
Anderson “had plenty of opportu-
nities to call and say he had a con-
flict. ... I think we deserve that
courtesy.” ,

Anderson responded: “I'm sorry

‘about that. It was not an intentional
oversight.”

Anderson acknowledged that he

did not feel as compglled to attend

a non-Republican function.
“Obviously, I'm targeting more
toward talking to Republican
groups ... That’s a much broader
base of support for me,” he said.
Tucker and Perry called the
forum a nonpartisan event, despite
Perry’s role as a board member of
the Minority Leaders and Citizens
Council. Tucker also described Per-
Iy as a “courageous” candidate.,
“We have a reputation for being
very courteous and respectful to a
diversity of opinions,” Tucker said.

Jack Douglas Jr., (817) 390-7700
Jld@star-telegram.com "

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2000

B

er r Anderson
expressed con that the for-
mat would be unwise in front of

“potential emp

Rather than a face-to-face
debate, Anderson and Perry are
scheduled to speak separately
next Tuesday night to members of
the Tarrant County Deputy Sher-
iffs Association. ‘ ’

Ron Blair, president of the
300-member group, said the
debate was changed to separate
one-hour speaking engagements
at the request of Anderson, a

~Republican and the spokesman
for the Arlington Police Depart-
ment. .

_ Blair said Anderson told him
that separate appearances would

_ be “more cordial and friendly”
and was needed “because of
thmgsLPther Perry had said in

- Anderson said Monday that he
- is not attempting to duck a debate
with his Democratic opponent.

“I just felt that a debate in
front of potential employees is
not a good idea. I've seen it hap-
pen before: You end up trying to
‘one-up each other. It just kihd of
becomes a bidding war,” Ander-

(More on DEBATE on Page 7B) -




TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2000

Perry, who is a Fort Worth
. bolice officer, said he and
derson should meet with the
sheriff’s deputies at the same
time. “That takes away the abil-
ity for him to duck and blow
off whatever I'm saying,” he
said. . e
Perry also said it was “irop-
“ic” that the format was changed
a day after he was quoted in the
Star-Telegram as accusing
Anderson of botching the
investigation of a fatal DWI
accident 15 years ago.

the March 14 primary, and that_
‘he expects further such meet-
iings. “I would certainly not shy
away from that,” he said.
_Perry said he woul dlﬂ&e’t
with Anderson “anywhere”
after Anderson missed a debate
last week that was sponsored by
the MmomyLeade:sand Citi-
zens Council o~ e
e e S Blair said he ekp cts
ations concerning the many as 80 deputies to attend
on as baseless and & oy Tuesday’s event at the
of political mad-- Hurst Police Ofﬁg@;;g;’-;_;_,“_.; Cia-
shid Monday, bow- (4 ", meeting hall at 305 E.
ety € Coltments p Blvd. Perry will appear
gl e S p.m., followed by
Anderson, from 8 to 9 p.m.,
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Inmate dies
after falling

from top bunk

By KAREN BROOKS ;
Star-Telegram Staff Writer . *

FORT WORTH — An inmate at
the Tarrant County Jail in Fort
Wonh. died yesterday after diving
or falling headfirst off his top bunk
and landing on the concrete floot,
officials said. ;

Aaron Stevenson, 25, had been
booked Monday on burglary
charges, said Capt. Dave Barring-
ton, a Sheriff’s Department
spokesman.

Stevenson died at John Peter
Smith Hospital shortly after plung--
ing from his bunk about 2 p.m. yes-
terday.

_ The incident is under investiga-
tion, but officials said they believe
that Stevenson fell intentionally. He
was not on suicide watch, Barring-
ton said.

“The person was tangled up in
some bedding. He appeared to have
tied it intentionally around his
waist,” Barrington said. “For what
purpose, I don’t know. .. It is really’
unfortunate.” e

Chief Deputy Savala Swanson,
who oversees confinement for the’
Sheriff’s Department, referred
questions to Barrington. Sheriff
David Williams could not be
reached to comment. ;

Stevenson was in a cellblock of
62 prisoners, Barrington said. A day”
room is in the center of the cell-
block and ringed with two floors of
cells, each of which has bunk beds
and windows looking out into the
day room.

The inmates were not locked in
their cells at the time and were;
being allowed to spend time in the
day room or in the gym, he said. .

About 2 p.m., a jailer walked:
through the cellblock and checked
the rooms, reporting that nothing
was unusual. , :

“At 2:07 p.m., an inmate came
up to the officer that was at the
desk and said, ‘You need to go

check this room. I think somebody
ha'fl hung himself,” ” Barrington

Karen Brooks, (817) 390-7752
_ Kbrooks@star-selegram.com

OBITUARIE

Tommie B Byrnes

- ARLINGTON — Tommie B Byrnes,
48, a peace officer; died Wednesday,
Sept. 20, 2000, at Arlington.

Funeral: 2 p.m. Saturday at Emerald

Hills Funeral Home Chapel. Burial:
Emerald Hills Memorial Park. Visitation:
4 to 8 p.m. Thursday at Emerald Hills
Funeral Home; the family will receive
friends 6 to 8 p.m. Friday at the funeral
home. ¢

Tommie Byrnes was born Oct. 8,
1951, in Fort Worth. She brought joy to
those that knew her and had a smile for
everyone. i ok -

‘She was a loving and caring wife and
mother who gave unconditionally. She
was a licensed peace officer and served
the people of Tarrant County as a deputy
sheriff until she retired due to her disabil-
ity. Everyone that knew her will miss her.
As a mother, she was uplifting and
‘encouraging. Her soft sweet voice and
loving ears ‘will guide her sons through-
out the rest of their lives. She has gifted

em with love and understanding that
vill be passed down to future genera-
s e e e T L

tions. She built a life based on love and
compassion. God bless her soul. She
will be with us for the rest of our lives
until we can join her again in God's king-
dom. We dedicate our lives to loving her.

" Survivors: Husband, Pat Bymes of
Fort Worth; sons and daughter-in-law,
Christpher Jones and wife, Kylie, Jeremy
Jones and Paul Williams of Fort Worth;
stepsons; Paul Rauwolf and wife of
Bartlett, Tenn., and David Rauwolf of
Ketchikan, Alaska; father and stepmoth-
er, Thomas and Bessie Caudle of
Seagoville; sister, Ann Seely of Clifton;
granddaughter, Brianna Jones; and two
. stepgrandsons. Ry

Kennedale, (817) 572-1681
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF
Tommie B. Byrnes

BORN
October 8, 1951
Fort Worth, Texas

ENTERED INTO REST
September 20, 2000
Arlington, Texas

SERVICES
Saturday, September 23, 2000 at 2:00 PM
Emerald Hills Chapel

OFFICIATING
Rev. Bobbie Cox

INTERMENT

Emerald Hills Memorial Park
Kennedale, Texas

EMERALD HILLS FUNERAL HOME
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Great-aunt Lois Gray had been more like a grandmother to Eric
adopt the children but couldn't afford to take full responsibility for them. b e
church pastor that he and his wife would

~ adopt Eric and Alisha if need be. And

“
'MONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2000

A

arrant County Sheriff’s Deputy

- | Mike Coursey didn’t keep in touch
A with the people he’d dealt with on
police calls, but Eric had latched on to

Coursey had 'rrespdnded"“to the

Watkins’ home in September on a domes-

tic violence call after Jimmy threatened
to kill himself in front Of the family.

‘Right after that, Eric’s family coinci-

dentally joined
Coursey’s
church. Even
before the shoot-
- ing, every time
Eric saw him, he
ran to Coursey -
- forahug. -
~ Coursey was
Eric’s newfound -
- hero, and. al-
though Coursey
didn’t really
understand why,
“he wasn’t about

i

Eric’s hero, Tarrant

to disappoint the County Sheriff's Deputy

10-year-old. = "' Mike Coursey, would
2 ARer the - drive the boy to church
shooting, andanswerhis chiling

Coursey told the ~questions.

e e e

- over and over and over.

Star-Telegram/JOYCE
and Alisha. She wanted to

since Eric’s great-aunts didn’t drive,
Coursey swung by Eric’s house often to
see if he needed a ride to church.
‘One Sunday in February 1999, as
Coursey was pulling out of the driveway

- of Eric’s home, Eric asked him how to

get bloodstains out of carpet. .
Hydrogen peroxide, Coursey respond-
ed hesitantly. : 5
~ 'Then Eric wanted to know about the
numbers that had at one time been writ-
ten in felt-tip pen on the kitchen floor.
Those marked where the shell casings
were found, Coursey told him; hoping the
subject would change. £ ‘
Eric wanted to talk about the shooting,

all the time” He wanted to know details,

~ he wanted to tell Coursey what he saw,

Coursey didn’t know what to say. e
He called Jana, who he’d heard was

Eric’s school counselor.

“He’s more comfortable talking about
it than I am,” Coursey told Jana.

Eric is purging, Jana explained. He's
trying to get the trauma out of his system,
and he thinks talking about it will erase

1 the pain.

Grief had stolen the color from Eric’s

i ~ face, the sparkle from his eyes. He

looked almost limp, as if the weight of

‘the trauma had taken his §trcngth to
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‘County jailers working mandatory overtime ||

By KAREN BROOKS
Star-Telegram Staff Writer i ;
FORT WORTH — In the wake of an uproar
over the overtime costs in the Sheriff’s
Department and in the shadow of critical staff

- shortages in the Tarrant County Jail, supervi-

sors and jailers started working mandatory six-
ddy weeks, officials said Tuesday.

< There is no estimate on how much the
mandate, which will be reviewed within 30

days, will cost the county because the num--

ber of officers working the overtime will
fluctuate, Chief Deputy Savala Swanson

said.

. . Although the number of workers who are

téquired to work the overtime is unclear,
. Swanson, who oversees jail operations, said
. fhe Sheriff’s Department is “aggressively”
seeking ways to fill the positions and curtail
. the overtime. e ‘
- “These are people who have been there for
ds'through the years — not the people that

have resigned or left, but who have stuck with

us,” Swanson said. “We don’t want to abuse

help them.” ‘

them. We want to help them where we can

The confinement division, which includes

the county’s jails and booking offices, has 63
of its 651 positions vacant, about 10 percent of
its staff. : 4

Recruitment has been a éonlinuing" problem

on the county level, and the biggest staff hem-

orrhage is in the jail. To help allay the prob-.

lems and bolster recruitment, Tarrant County
commissioners recently gave jailers an aver-

age pay raise of 10 percent in the county’s

annual budget. AR

Earlier in the budget season, sheriff’s o‘ﬁi-v
cials pointed to the staff shortage as one red-

son the Sheriff’s Department’s overtime costs
ran over budget. ;

_ Before the mandate went into place on
Monday,-Swanson said “the sheriff couldn’t

send anyone to training, had to cancel vaca-

tions.” : :
“When we have 63 vacancies and can’t

make up for it, the jail cannot operate,” he told | |
commissioners. “We are, at that point, bro- | |

ken.”

But Cbr‘ilﬁlisfsibner 1.D. Johnson, a self- |
appointed watchdog of Sheriff David

each week.

 Johnson 'said he ‘didn’t know abéut the | ‘

mandate — which Swanson said Williams

- approved — until officers started calling him | :

during the weekend. ‘
-“I know they’re short. of help,” Johnson
said. “I understand that with a shortage of

~people you have to work overtime. But

when you make it mandatory for all your :
sergeants, lieutenants and guards to work
an extra day a week to make up for it, that

does not make sense. It looks like very | |

poor management to me.”

Karen Brooks, (817) 390-7752
kbrooks @star-telegram.com

’ budget, questioned the need to have | |
_ every jailer, supervisor and booking officer in
‘the confinement division work an extra day |




WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2000

'Perry shows Vldeotape of Anderson incident.

‘Democrat says footage

proves opponent misled

public about his handling

of DWI case.

- BY JACK DoUGLAS JR.
L StarTelegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — Dcmocratlc
shenﬁ’s candidate Luther Perry
released a videotape yesterday that

he says proves his Republican

rival, Dee Anderson, “misled the

public” about his role in a DWI

ion 15 years ago.
played by Perry for members of the

Tarrant County Senior Political

Action Committee, shows Ander-
son asking a drunken driving sus-
pect to take a breath test.

At the time, Anderson was a
patrolman with five years of ser-

J tape, a portion of which was

'v1ce with the Arlington Police

Department. A year later, he
became a spokesman for the
department and continues in that
job. -

Anderson said Tuesday that he

would not “dignify” Perry’s accu-

sations with a comment. A

~ spokesman for his campaign, Chris
Gavras, issued a written statement

saying that Anderson’s “opponent
is a man of desperate and false

accusations,” who “has no accom-
plishments' of his own to speak/

about.”

The tape’s begmmng, whlch
was not played for the PAC mem-
bers, shows a second man, who
appeared to be in a uniform, read-
ing the DWI suspect his rights and
also asking him to undergo a

 Breathalyzer test. :
The suspect, accused of causing

a fatal accndent in June 1985 and

ultimately convicted of involuntary

manslaughter, refused to take the
test.

Perry has said that Anderson

made a mistake by not the
unvertowbnnttoabloodtest.(lhc

case against the driver would have
‘been
“possibly harsher, if Anderson had

stronger, and his punishment
insisted that the test be adxmms-

tered, Perry said. .
Anderson has saxd that he did

nodnngwmngmthemvesuganonl-

and that he was simply acting as
the backup officer in the case. He

 has called Perry’s assertions polm-

cal mudslinging.

Perry countered ycsterday by
saying that Anderson has deliber-
ately “misled the public” about his
participation in the DWI case and

that the videotape shoy\:{fs_that_he v

1

hA
was the prunary officer in the
investigation. He said the unidenti-
fied man shown asking questions

‘in the videotape was likely a

“Breathalyzer expert” and not.a

-commissioned police officer. = .

May Della Everett, 83, who
attended the PAC meeting, said she

- will probably support Perry, but she

sternly lectured Perry on his com-
ments about Anderson’s role in the
drunken driving i investigation. -
~ “You can’t say what you said
today,” she told him, “and not take
onakind of ugly stance.” .
_Everett, a member of the Texas
Silver Haired Legislature and the
National Silver Haired Congress,
told Perry he “may lose some
votes” because of his coms

Jack Douglas Jr., (817) 3907700
- jld@star-telegram.com .
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CAMPAIGN 2000

> Perry shows video of Anderson
incident. 8B i)

» Tarrant County jail staff must
work six-day weeks. 5B |

Sheriff’s candidates expect

By JACK DOUGLAS JR.
. Star- Te}egmm Staff Wnter

FORT WORTH — 'Ehe two

candidates for Tarrant County
 sheriff agree on one thing: Who-

ever is elected will find a depart-

~ment in disarray, its officers
. downtrodden by years of contro-
versies and tragedies.

Republican Dee Anderson and

- Democrat Luther Perry say the

publicized feuds mvolvmg the
top brass of two previous admin-
1strat10ns ; .

On Jan. 1, exthem Andemon or
Perry will inherit the beleaguered
Sheriff’s Department, driven by
a $64.2 million annual budget
and manned by 1,240 jailers,
deputies and other workers. -

to find tattered department

- department has been distracted
for nearly 16 years by highly

‘Many employees complam
about low pay and a lack of
appreciation by the public
because of ill will between Sher-
iff David Williams and the five-
member Tarrant County Com—

‘missioners Court.

“Our people are getting ﬂat-:
out ignored,” said Ron Blair,
president of the 300-member

(More on CANDIDATES on Page BB)

S e




Tarrant County Deputy Shenffs
- Association.

. Their campmgn styles are vastly
dlffaent Perry often stumping
“at public events, Anderson mostly
meeungpnvately with supporters

. — but their pmmxses are smkmgly
similar.

‘Each has pledged t0 stop the

* bickering that has spawned ugly
headlines, to address the

 needs of the rank-and-file offi
and to shore up the massive opera-

 tions of the Tarrant County Jail.

; Anlmmedlatetask,bothsay,is
to improving working
ﬂxecounty_;aﬂ.whwhhas&opm-

~ ings for guards, aocotdmg to coun:

typmnelrecad& -
‘Commissioners ~ recentl’
: appmVed raises of up to 19.2 per
_ cent for jailers in hopes af aﬁract
msappﬁcants

Perry and Anderson accus«? -

Williams, a Republican, of ignor rumors
ing the jail, whlle devoting hi
~ attention to such police novelties a

' smyed-'u_ppmo andsurveﬂ
lance helicopters.

“Before. we start talking abou
new ideas, we need to go back tc
_theoldxdcas”Andexsonsmdlaﬂ
- week before a small gathe
‘deputyshmﬂ’smﬂmst.“Wemed
mx;;?{ebesqaxlmm

spﬂkew&mg!mlp

“third term in the March 14 Republi-
F m L3

‘Williams did not return repeated
calls to his office and home
seehng comment for this article.
“But in a recent command staff
meeting, the sheriff denied that the
department is in turmoil. A partici-
pant in the meeting, who asked not
to be identified, quoted Williams as
saying the department will be a
“well-oiled | machmc” when he
tumsitover. v
After being asked by the Star-
Tblegmm about transition plans, the
‘Sheriff’s Dcpartment mvnted'

conditions at A;;derson and Perry to tc ur the

Sucha tour, the wntten
invitation said, could “dispel a
‘number of alarming rumors” and
~give “an accurate perception of the
scope, magnitude and functional
logistics of the Tarrant County
 Sheriff’s Office.”
The invitation did not say what
rumors needed to be dispelled.
Anderson, who is spokesman
for the Arlington Police Depart-
ment, and Perry, who retired on
Friday from the Fort Worth Police
Department, said they will accept
the invitations.
In the recent command staff

'son who was thae, Wilhams
boasted that he had saved
Irom a “ttam wreck

‘The candldates say shenff'
pmﬂs also need to remain strong
| m ‘the umncorporated areas,

) smg 36 000 resndénts
2 ile

L9  square

il mhsay they weuldbe mom
m well as to the media that
Williams has so fervently avoided

i d,unng hxs two-term, eight-year

“YouwonthavetoWon'yabwt
'«kmuumllmym,’*hebldﬁn

':.gmss i
Wil f’ams ‘Who 1ost his bld fet a

nismanagement by

A A *h\ ’_‘
toiheoﬂioe Nuw‘mandhvmg vi
a Wise County ranch, :
disputed allegations byAndetédﬁ

’andPetrythathewma rmblem")

Asanaltmnaxydemcﬁveaxd
fledgling candidate for sheriffin
1992, Wﬂhamspmmuedto“puﬁ
fessionalize” the S Sheriff’s Depart:
ment,aadmpecleanmtmnﬂledﬁ

reputation. |
‘ 'Ihesteadysuwnofshrm
‘has taken a toll on officers, and
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“That’s scary,” said Ander-

- son, a fellow Republican and an
Arlington police officer. “Poor
thing. I don’t know what he ]
so fearful of. :

“I don’t have any phobu
about sharing a public eleva- -
tor.” -

Perry, the Democratlc chﬂ-'
lénger, is a Fort Worth poﬁcﬁ

officer. ' 5

“We’ve talked about sevemli

things that will improve under a

new sheriff,” Perry said. “Add

one to the list. The wait for an

Usmg Wllzams logic,
let’s deny he is sheriff

¢ used to complain about the Tarrant
WCounty sheriff never showing up at -
. the courthouse.

After what happened last week at the court-
house, we’re better off when Sheriff David
Williams stays home. >

Ten weeks before the end of his reign as
the High Sovereign Sheriff — who once

' elevator will get shorter. :
~ claimed powers under the Magna Carta and ~ “The taxpayers of Tarrant
KENNEDY tried to impose his own taxes — Williams County own that elevator,” he

[ came to the district attorney’s office Oct. 11to ~ said. “They have every right to

COMMENTARY  give testimony in a routine lawsuit. use it.”
He and a deputy, took a public elevator to - Tell that to Sheriff Williams.
, the ninth floor of the county justice center. ~ If you can find him. -
(More on KENNEDY on Page 10B) Bud Kennedy’s column appears
= = 1 n e E o SR T e S 2 Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.
-~ They not only took it. " Maybe the « coumy garag (817) 390-7538
R They kept it. gate was broken Maybe that budlf@stfzr—teleé:ﬁkmcom

-+ While Williams answered
questions, the deputy held the
“elevator more than an hour.
Lawyers and jurors stood and
‘fumed while the deputy stood
~guard at the doors.
* Finally, in the face of loud
complaints and a growing
threat of citizen rebellion, the
«deputy surrendered the elevator.
~* Good thing.

Williams was questioned for
‘two more hours.

When asked why the sheriff
took command of our public
‘elevator, a Williams spokesman
-gave a response in keeping with
-Williams’ responses of the past
~eight years.

.. The spokesman denied that
-anything like that ever hap-
~pened.

_Sheriff’s Capt. John Dalton '

‘told Star-Telegram reporter
Max B. Baker that the sheriff

can’t hold an elevator. He said

‘maybe the elevator was broken

Sure, John.

Maybe the other floats were
broken last November in the
downtown Fort Worth holiday
parade. Maybe that’s how
Williams bullied his way out

front and his float cut ahead of

the grand marshal’s.

and hid three county vehicles
‘that were supposed to go to oth-
er jobs.

Maybe the county gas pump
lock was broken. Maybe that’s
how Williams could gas up our
county buses to carry his politi-
cal supporters toarally. =

Maybe the county radio was
broken. Maybe that’s how.
Williams showed up unexpect-
edly and barged into an Arling-
ton water park disturbance, dis-
“rupting local police.

This isn’t even the first time
Williams has taken over an ele-
vator. Courthouse workers in
several different offices have

‘told of deputies guarding eleva-

tors. Even bathrooms.
On Jan. 1, either Dee Ander-
son or Luther Pency will take

‘over as sheriff. The winner may
not fire Williams’ arrogant

cronies or score a richer jall
_commissary contract.

But the two men agree on
one issue. Both promise to let
the public use our pubhc eleva-
tors. :




By KAREN BROOKS
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Two Tarrant
County sheriff’s deputies accusing
Sheriff David Williams of political
discrimination want him to identify
elected officials who he testified
have been incarcerated in the Tar-
rant County Jail.

In a motion filed Friday by attor-

neys Jason Smith and Art Brender,
Deputies Glen Allison and Steve
Henry are asking a judge to compel
Williams to release the names as
part of a lawsuit they filed last year.
The suit claims that Williams

discriminated against Allison and ;

‘Hemy after they supported his

onent in his 1996 race for re-
%on They accuse him of mov-
ing them to less desirable positions
after their names appeared in an ad

A
o Lage

\

for the Democrauc candldate i
‘The names of the elected offi-

cials who have been jailed would be
used to find out whether Republi-
cans were given preferential treat-

ment — and Democrats retaliated
against — in the jail, allowing the

plaintiffs to establish a pattern of
- of the lawsuit, White said that
releasing the names would violate

political favoritism, attorneys said.
“I just don’t believe people

should be retaliated against, or giv-

en special treatment, because. of

their political affiliation, whether

they’re an employee at the depart-
ment or an inmate in the jail,” Alli-
son said. ‘ )

“I don’t know why Sheriff
Williams was so reluctant to answer

the question. What’s he hiding? I -

don’t know. I. would like to know
who they are myself.” |

Brender, one of the dcpuues

] attomcys is the chalrman of the ,

Tarrant County Democratic Party.

- Assistant District Attorney Ward
White, who is representing
Williams, said late Friday that he

~didn’t want to comment untll he

had seen the motion.
During a deposition taken as

state and federal laws if the offi-
cials’ records had been expunged,

and that Williams didn’t know

whether they had or not.
‘Williams lost the Repubhcan nom-
ination to Dee Anderson in March.
‘Williams testified in a deposition
last week that a Republican sup-

porter, Ed Max, contributed
$25,000 to $50,000 to his 1992
campaign. When his son, Gary
Max, was amtested and sentenced to

100 days in the Tarrant County Jml; !
he didn’t serve the time there. =~ =

Instead, he was transferr:' |
the Wise County Jail, which Alli-
son’s attorneys say is nicer.
Williams testified in his deposition
that the younger Max was moved to}

part  protect him from the news media.

Later in the deposition, Williams
testified that he believed that som@‘
elected officials had been in his jail
at one time or another.

“I don’t know what their party‘”
affiliation was, but it'’s my under-
standing that there have been elect-
ed officials placed in the Tarrant
County Jail since I've been in
office,” he testified. :

He dechncd to give names after

: Wlnte instructed him of the law. |

Williams could not be reached to;l_‘ j

: comment late Fnday

e
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W Banly Sheriff
__"‘,: Rmthe»jml and serve warrants. The
'pmﬁm-ymsponmbﬂmesofnnmban
shmﬂ* in ‘Texas can’t be explained
, . more sin 'j,l'mmat.ButmTarrant
County, a community that has-suffered It’s a problem that Anderson doesn t
from too many years of bad relations intend to repeat. Hehaspledgedto
betwe¢n the sheriff and the Commis- - hold mgular news conferences with
sioners Court, there is one other themodla—“lcantlmagmepubhc :
important job: communication. - officials telling the media, ‘T’m not
- Republican Dee Anderson has made  going to talk to you’” — — and to attend
a 14-year career out of communicating as many Commlsswners Court meet-
information about law enforcement ings as possible.
matters to residents. Asthespokesman Andersonunderstandsmatopemng
for the Arlington Police Department, the lines of communication will be the
Anderson became a symbol of trust for first step in restoring the credibility to
people wanting news — good orbad  the Sheriff’s Department. If he does
— from the department. , nothmgmorethanmat,hewﬂlsuc-
'IhoseexpenencestaughtAnderson  ceed as sheriff. =
important lessons that he will bring to The Star-Telegram recommends
the Tarrant County Sheriff’s Depart- Dee Andemon
ment about communicating on all lev- N BN

els — with the Commlsslonets Court,
with other law enforcement agencies
mﬂiecounty,mththemednaandmth
residents. :

His observations of how outgoing
Sheriff David Williams performed his
duties also taught important lessons.
“Williams made a fatal mistake in not
talking with the commissioners,”
Anderson says. “And our police chief

in Arlington can’t pick up the phone

and call the sheriff. Communication

issues are a huge problem with him.” :: j '

fe Recommend

N
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Not sure/no apinion 35.0%

SOU?:E: Star-Telegram Tarrant Poll e
Margin of error is plus or minus 3.3 percentage points




can, and 23.6 percent said they

would vote for Perry. )
Anderson, 44, a 20-year veteran
of the Arlington Police Depart-
ment, and its spokesman for the
past 14, said he was not surprised
by the numbers. He suggested that
his lead is greater than indicated in
“1 think it’s going to be a good

~ that he was listed as AWOL while
- serving in the military, repeatedly

cast him in a negative light during
his two terms and nearly eight
years in office.

He was one of six candidates
defeated by Anderson in the March
14 GOP primary.

Both Anderson and Perry said
they will work to shore up the

day on the 7th,” said Anderson, ~Operations of the county jail, with-

referring to the date of the general | out weakening the department’s
election, Nov. 7. : ~ policing of the unincorporated
The poll divided county ir ~ areas.
m&mc;ﬁs__mg_’ Since ﬂleirsolidvit_:toriesinthe
ton, the northeast and the remain-  Primaries, Perry, who is black, and
der of the county, most of which =~ Anderson, who is Anglo, have

lies in Fort Worth. It interviewed ' repeatedly said race should not be a

300 randomly selected adults in

each of those areas.

The study has an overall margin
of error of plus or minus 3.3 per-
centage points for the entire sam-

ple. The margin of error is as much
as.5.7 percent for subgroups, such

as those in which respondents were

divided by gender or age. :
ly think of the 1,240-member Tar-
rant County Sheriff’s Department
as an immense crime-fighting force

for the rural pockets of the county.

After that, they said, the depart- .

g:msnﬂ}ldc?mntmte on being
gatekeeper for the county jail.
Third on their list of priorities,
according to the poll, was provid-
ing law enforcement throughout
the county, even in the mostly
urban areas that have police protec-
e o
Fourth on the list of priorities,

ipants said, was the need

sheriff to work closely with
county commissioners in managing
the department’s budget — some-
thing that the current sheriff and
the commissioners have failed to
do for years. Listed last was serv-

Outgoing  Sheriff David
Williams, a Republican, success-
fully ran two campaigns on pledges
of becoming the county’s “top
cop.” But as he began to initiate

those plans, beefing up patrols,
buying B SR PO

ying high-power weapons and
acquiring helicopters, he quickly

- consideration in selecting the next

sheriff. The Star-Telegram’s poll,
however, suggests that there is a

 distinct racial divide between those

supporting Perry and those sup-
porting Anderson.

Among likely voters who said
they like Anderson, 43.7 percent
are Anglos, while 18.6 percent are
minorities.

Of those who support Perry,
42.7 percent are minorities and
20.2 percent are Anglos, according

to the poll.

Perry attributed his popularity in
the minority community not to the

color of his skin but to the 14 years

pons and

 he spent with the late Fort Worth

police chief, Thomas Windham.

| Perry acted as a liaison between the

department and the African-Ameri-
can and Hispanic communities dur-
ing Windham’s tenure.

“I will tell you,” the candidate

added, “I'm respected in the white

community as well as I am in the
black cor

Perry accused Anderson’s cam-
paign of ignoring much of the
county’s minority community so
that he can spend more time with
predominantly Anglo Republicans.

“You can’t have a sheriff who
only wants to cater to Republicans.
You can’t have a sheriff who only
wants to talk to white people,” Per-
fysail - o,

“My opponent is desperate,”

“T don’t think I have to defend

‘my campaign strategy to anyone,”

m
he said. “T've spent a great deal of

- time in the past month meeting
s with Hispanic

ic and African-Ameri-

. can leaders to be sure we are in
P touch with them and in tune with
- the needs of their community.

- That’s going to continue ...
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Sheriff busting budget, auditor says

Commissioner says county is forced to pay extra overtime wages

By BoB MAHLBURG
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

FORT WORTH — Tarrant
County Sheriff David Williams —
who has battled county commis-
sioners over funding for heli-
copters, cars and police dogs —
now seems poised to leave office
by running his overtime budget
into the red. ; _

County Auditor Renee Tidwell
said Tuesday that Williams has
seriously overspent his budget for
overtime wages, forcing commis-
sioners to waive spending limits
to cover his current payroll.

Barely a month into a new
budget year, Williams has already
spent overtime money designed to
last for three months, Tidwell
said.

“And we projected that he will
blow the whole year’s budget in
three months,” she said.

Commissioners say they are
frustrated but powerless.

“We don’t have a choice but to
pay overtime,” Commissioner

J.D. Johnson said. “It’s unfortu-
nate the sheriff is not down here
doing his job he’s being paid for.”

Williams, who lost his re-elec-
tion bid and will leave office in
January, did not attend the Com-
missioners Court meeting.- But
Savala Swanson, the jail com-
mander, said many of the over-
time costs were unavoidable
because of staff shortages, family
leave and the need to fill shifts
while training new employees.

“We’re still in the status of
vacancies,” Swanson said. Swan-
son said the sheriff attended a
“very involved meeting” recently
to explain the situation and
expressed concern.

County officials tried to curb
the sheriff’s spending in his three
final months in office by giving
him only three month’s worth of
money. Johnson said then that
commissioners restricted
Williams to a quarter-year budget
so that *he cannot spend the entire
year’s budget” before he leaves

office.

But officials have quickly
found that they can’t control the
biggest part of his budget: salaries

.and overtime.

Tidwell said factors contribut-
ing to the overrun include the
sheriff’s order for a mandatory
six-day workweek, and the over-
time costs from trainihg new
workers.

“It is very likely' the total
amount of overtime expenditures
will exceed the total amount
appropriated for the full year,”
Tidwell wrote in a memo to coun-
ty officials.

County Administrator G.K.
Maenius put it more bluntly:
“We’re going to bust the overtime
budget.”

Commissioner Glen Whitley
called it “another illustration that
our sheriff can’t manage. We have
no control over what’s going on.

It puts us in a very difficult situa-

tion.”
Tidwell said money saved on

salaries for vacant Sheriff’s
Department jobs can be used to
help cover the $200,000 overtime
gap. But she said the county may
have to dip into emergency funds
to cover the rest of the year.
Commissioner Marti Van-

Ravenswaay has asked for weekly

updates on the situation. Commis-
sioner Dionne Bagsby suggested a
detailed study of how sheriff’s
employees are used.

And County Judge Tom Van-
dergriff has said he plans to talk to
area legislators about coming up
with ways the commissioners can
rein in elected officials.

Bob Mahlburg, (817) 390-7675
burgl @star-telegram.com

e O t0dY’s Star-Telegram and
o ¥ more news and features, go to
www.star-telegram.com

To search the Metroplex, go to
www.dfw.com




“We’re not excluding;anyone in
this race,” Anderson said. “I, ,want
to be the sheriff for everyone.

Local political science experts

“Thirty-five percent _
makes a heck of a differ-
ence. Your undecided vot-
ers can easily shift either
one of these candidates

into the win column.”

— Victoria Farrar-Myers,
assistant professor of political science at
the University of Texas at Arlington

said the racial divide between the

candidates’ supporters probably

with party affilia-
tion than with the race of each can-
didate. In Tarrant County, they
said, Hispanics and African-Ameri-

has more to do

1ats, while most Republicans are
Anglo.
“Probably a lot of those- folks
[contacted by the poll] don’t even
know the
dates,” said Jim Riddlesperger, a
political science professor at Texas
istian University, '

1

 for Perry
Thirty-three percent of those

race of each of the candi. :

Riddlesperger said the survey’s

 findings strongly indicate that Pey-
- Ty has an “uphill battle.”

But, he

added, “with that many undecided

voters ... they obviously could fall

either way.”

The poll indicates that 45.6 per-
cent of the voters in
part of the county are undecided,
suggesting a possible battleground
and Anderson,

polled in Fort Worth were undecid-
ed, while 24.3 percent of the voters
interviewed in Arlington said they
had not made a fina] choice.
Riddlesperger noted that Arling-

 ton and northeast Tarrant County

are traditional strongholds for con-
servative Republicans, and he pre-
dicted that the great majority of the
undecided voters in those areas

- will choose Anderson,
cans are more likely to be Democ. | :

But Victoria Farrar-Myers, an
assistant professor of political sci-
ence at the University of Texas at
Arlington, said the large percentage
of undecided voters suggests the
sheriff’s race can tighten.
“Thirty-five percent makes a
heck of a difference,” Farrar-Myers
said, adding: “Your undecided vot-

f at the polls. In that age
the northeast | the survey shows the race to he

|

€IS can easily shift either one of
these candidates into the win col-
umn.” 4

She also noted that senior citi-
Zens, people who are 65 and olde,
are the “most reliable” to tum o
category,

much closer, with Anderson gar-
nering 37.6 percent to Perry’s 33.8
percent.

Anderson should be concerned
that he does not have the conserva-
tive vote wrapped up in the north-
east part of the county, Farrar-
Myers said. Based on the poll’s
results, she said, “You very much
have a race.”

Anderson said he is not worried.

He said his campaign has conduct-

ed its own “private poll” that

- shows a “much lower” numl?er of
- undecided voters, especially in the

northeast, and that his lead is
“greater” than the Star-Telggmmfy
finding of 14 percentage points.,
He declined to disclose the spe-
cific findings of his campaign’s
poll ’ ;

[

| can. That window of opportunity is
| still there.” : ettt

fidence in a victory, Anderson said .
he must work to ward off compla-
cency among his own supporters,

fearing that they may become so ¢
certain of a victory that they don’t
feel it necessary to vote. L
InaninterviewlastWeek,Peny :
said he was just as confident that
he will win. But he also briefly
shared his thoughts of life afber i
possible defeat. e
“If the voters of Tarrant County *
want to elect Dee, you know, I'm
going to still work toward trying to '
make Tarrant County the best place lace
in the world to live,” he said,
uickly adding: SR
: “If the voters elect Luther Perry,
I'm going to do the best job that T

e

Jack Douglas Jr., (817) 390-7700
Jjld@star-telegram.com =~ 1
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"M Tosearch the Metroplex, go to
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Sheriff’s race

Whether you're likely to go to the polls on Nov. 7 or not, which of these candidates, or any other, do you support for sheriff?
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How the research was conducted

Star-Telegram /

The Star-Telegram commissioned a poll of
900 Tarrant County residents that was con-
ducted Sept. 26 to Oct. 12 on several issues,
including the races for president and Tarrant
County sheriff.

DSS Research of Arlington conducted the
interviews, 300 each from greater Arlington,
Northeast Tarrant County and greater Fort
Worth. ;

Gary Kromer, the Star-Telegram’s director
of research, designed the poll and worked

with DSS Research to make sure that the
results represent the most accurate picture of
Tarrant County possible.

Respondents were scientifically selected
from households with listed, unlisted and
newly connected telephones. General quotas
for gender and age were set, and the final
data was computer-weighted to appropriate
proportions based on adult population esti-
mates.

For the questions relating to all of Tarrant
County, the margin of error is plus or minus

3.3 percentage points at a confidence level of
95 percent.

In other words, Kromer said, if this poll
were conducted 100 times using identical
methods, in 95 of those surveys, the reported
results would be within 3.3 percentage points
of the total population’s opinion.

Within each of the three smaller areas, the
sampling error is a maximum of plus or

~minus 5.7 percentage points at a 95 percent

confidence level. Smaller subgroups have
larger sampling error margins.
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Texas sheriff races include
convicted Frio incumbent

The Associated Press

Electing the top cop will be
anything but typical for voters in
many of the 107 Texas counties
where sheriff’s races are contest-
ed.

At least 18 sheriffs are retiring,
but that’s not the reason some oth-
er incumbents won’t remain in
office.

The embattled Tarrant County
sheriff didn’t even win the prima-
ry. The Frio County sheriff has
pleaded guilty to felony theft and
drug charges, although his name
remains on the ballot for Tues-
day’s election. '

In Scurry County, the Democ-
ratic sheriff was running unop-
posed until he was disqualified for
voting in the Republican primary.
Darren Jackson’s name was taken
off the ballot, and Democrats
named retired Sheriff Keith Col-
lier as the party’s candidate.

But Collier will refuse the post
if he’s elected, leaving a vacancy
for county commissioners to fill.
Jackson, who says he didn’t know
that he broke a state rule, says he’s
optnmsuc that commissioners will
appoint him sheriff after Collier,
the only name on the ballot, wins.

“There are some strange and
unusual races this year, and from

- what we’re hearing, it’s going to
be a heavy [voter] turnout,” said

Steve Westbrook, executive direc-

tor of the Sheriffs Association of
Texas. “People seem to be inter-
ested in the office of sheriff, espe-
cially in rural areas. These people
know their sheriff or his family
when they may not know other
| elected offici;

One shenff’s race in West
Texas is shaping up to be a real
brawl.
~ Ector County Shenff Reggle
Yearwood, a Democrat who has

been in law enforcement 34 years,

was elected in 1996 as the coun-
ty’s first black sheriff. B

“People seem to be

interested in the office of
sheriff, especially in rural
areas. These people know
their sheriff or his family
when they may not know

other elected officials.”

. — Steve Westbrook
Sheriffs Association of Texas

His opponent is Mark Donald-
son, a Republican who started his
law enforcement career in.1977
and is now the chief bailiff at the
county courthouse. Donaldson had
been chief deputy under the for-
mer sheriff defeated by Yearwood,
who demoted Donaldson in 1997
and fired him in 1998. i

Yearwood has said Donaldson
was terminated because he refused
to house federal prisoners at the
county jail.

Donaldson has denied that
claim and says he still doesn’t
know why he lost his job.

Frio County voters can elect
Democrat Lionel Trevino or
Republican Carl Burris, the cur-

‘rent sheriff who faces at least five

years in prison for conspiring to
distribute marijuana and stealing
from the government.

In a San Antonio federal court-
room last month, Burris admitted
taking $7,726 confiscated during a
traffic stop and trying to sell about
262 pounds of seized marijuana in
order to replace the missing mon-

ey in 1997.

His guilty plea came too late for
his name to be removed from the
ballot. But when Burris is sen-
tenced in December, his conviction

will be final and he will no longer -

be a law enforcement officer.
If he is elected, county commis-

sioners will appoint a new sheriff
after Burris is sentenced.

“When you make a mistake,
you need to stand up, *fess up to 1t
and let the law take its course,”
Burris told the San Antonio
Express-News.

Tarrant County Sheriff David
Williams lost his chance for re-
election when he was soundly
defeated in the Republican prima-
ry by Arlington police spokesman
Dee Anderson. The Democratic
candidate is Luther Perry, a 24-
year veteran of the Fort Worth
Police Department.

Williams has had constant,
well-publicized battles with Tar-
rant County commissioners over
budgets and the operation of the
Sheriff’s Department. Williams
even sued commissioners in 1998
but dropped the suit several
months later.

Among the 18 retiring Texas
sheriffs is Freestone County Sher-
iff Sonny Sessions, who has been
in office 35 years.

Another is Rafael Cuellar Jr. of
Kenedy County, about 100 miles
north of Mexico and 270 miles

- south of Houston. He’s been sher-

iff for only eight years but is a
beloved figure known for his
humanitarian work.

Cuellar, 61, started an immi- .
grant cemetery in Sarita to give
dignity to those who died of heat
exhaustion and thirst on their jour-
ney to a better life. -

In the last four years, at least 62
migrants have died in Kenedy
County, and Mexican and Ameri-
can governments declared it one
of the three deadliest immigrant
passages along the border.

“I never forget the body or the
spot we find it,” Cuellar said..

i For around the clock news
| updates, goto

, m.shr-hlegmm eoml
, frontpage/update
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Both shenﬁ
candidates
are confident

Republican Dee Anderson and
Democrat Luther Perry say
they have poll results 5
‘indicating they will win.

By JACK DOUGLAS JR.
Star-Telegram Staff Writer
FORT WORTH — In the final stretch of
the often-raucous Tarrant County sheriff’s
race, both candidates say they are confident

they will win, and each cites the existence of

“new political polls that fuel their optimism.
Republican Dee Ander-
son predicts a lopsided l“Side
blowout in his favor, while 5 poy access
Democrat Luther Perry sees improves for

- the contest coming down to  disabled voters.
a photo finish on Tuesday » List of

- candidates. I

election marks the nearing of the end for

David Williams’ control of the Tarrant Coun- -

ty Sheriff’s Department, a 1,240-member
force with a $64.2 million budget that has

been riddled by controversy, conflict and

tragedy since Williams took office eight
years ago.
~ Perry, 46, rep:nﬂyreuredaftazsyeaxsas

a Fort Worth police officer, and
Anderson, 44, is the 14-year
spokesman for the Arlington Police
Department. Both said they are still
seeking out undecided voters.

Last month, a Star-Telegram poll

- showed Anderson leading Perry.
Among most-likely voters, 37.6 per-
cent said they favored Anderson,
while 23.6 percent said they
planned to vote for Perry. An addi-
tional 35 percent said they hadmt
made up their minds.

Anderson said last week tlyata
recent poll by his campaign showed
his lead was expanding and that
there is a “solid, dout’ ™ %
ference betwezen 11

of Perry’s. He did not release specit-
ic numbers from the poll 5
Anderson said he is also encour-
aged by the record number of peo-
»plewhovotedem-lymthecountys
traditionally Republican strong-
holds, including the polling site at
Cliff Nelson Recreatlon Center in
southwest Arlington. 3
. Perry, meanwhile, said he
believes that Anderson is kidding
himself. “If Mr. Anderson was as
well-liked as he thinks he is, his
numbers should look just like Mr.
{George W.] Bush’s, and they
don’t,” he said.
Pen'ysaldhehasbeentoldofa
recent Republican poll that shows
that Anderson’s lead has “decreased
substantially” and that supp rt for

Local Republicans do not want
to make the poll public, Perry con-
tends, because it doesnt look good
for Anderson.

“People are going to be tremen-
dously surprised,” Perry said. He said
that is why Republicans don’t want to
release the poll information. “The
race is close, extremely close ... and
u’snglnthuefmmybodymm”

Chris Gavras, a spokesman for
Anderson’s campaign, and Pat Carl-
‘son, chairman of the local GOP,
bothsaymeydonotknowofapoll
that shows the race to be close.

- In the waning days of the race,

once again accused Perry
of polmcal mudslinging for saying
that Anderson botched a drunken-
driving investigation 15 years ago
that allowed someone to escape a
harsh punishment for causing a fatal
accident. Anderson has maintained
that he did everythmg correctly in
the old i investigation.

“Ihavenottakenanyofthlspet-
~sonally,” And«sonsald,addmgﬂmt
he hopes Perry ends the campaign

~ “with a good feel.”

Pexrysaldhefeelsgwat_“lthmk,
whenttsallsatdanddone,wete

.gmngtobepiusedmmeeﬁ‘oﬂ

weveputfoxﬂl”hcsaid.

Jﬂm’h (817) 3!0-7700
: ﬂd@m@kgmmm ;
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Former Tarrant jailer gets
hfe sentence for Rowlett

attack

I Bhines

T e Telegram Dallas Bureau
- DALLAS — Former Tarrant County Jall-

* er Clinton Dale Shelton has received a life

sentence for shooting a Rowlett couple.
- Jurors deliberated about three hours
Thursday before ‘sentencing Shelton to life
in prison and fining him $10,000 for killing
Michael Hierro, a soft drink bottling com-
pany worker, on Dec. 20. Shelton was also
sentenced to 20 years in prison and fined
310000forlhcaggmvatedassaultofl-lier
ro’s wife, Marisa Hierro. ~ +

Shelton, 43, will serve the sentences
concurrently. He will be eligible for parole
in about 30 years. ’

“We will be at every hearmg, every

parole that hc . will ever have * Mama
Hierro said from the witness stand after the
punishment phase of the trial concluded. “T

‘think he’s a monster.. Hedoesntcamwhat

he’s done.”

Earlymmesevcn-da trial, Hlerro testl- :
fied that Shelton and his wife, Catherine,
wore masks and ambushed the Hierros as '
they pulled into their driveway Dec. 20. The
masked man shot and killed Michael Hier- '
10, 30, as he was getting out of his car. The
gunmanﬂlenchasedandshotMmsaHimo
after she ran.

MansaHIexrosaldshefellandpmtem
ed to be dead, then listened as the attackers

- discussed whether to shoot her again. She .

sa:dtlmtsherecogmzedﬂ:evow&asthose

'ofthe Sheltons, acouplesheknewmrough

a previous business venture.
Marisa Hierro began w at Cather-

ine Shelton’s law office several years ago
after Shelton defended Michael Hierro
against a robbery charge. The women later
formed an immigration consulting company

before having a falling out.

Police have not charged Catherine Shel-
ton in the shooting, citing a lack of evidence
tying her to the crime. However, police
indicated she remains under suspicion. She

did not testify or attend the trial.

Defense attorney John Young had asked
the jury to consider probation, saying Shel-

ton had no criminal record before the shoot-
ing. The jury also heard about Shelton’s

g

previous employment as a jailer i in Tan'ant
County and as a constable in Dallas County.

Three character witnesses — an aunt, -
‘uncle and former college professor —
described Shelton as well-mannered and
hndandsmdthcywouldpmmdehtmsup—
port if the jury offered probation.

Prosecutors, though, urged ]ﬂtOIS to lock

 Shelton away for life. :

“He shot [Michael Hierro] downlikea
dog,” lead prosecutor Toby Shook said. “He
executed him. Does that sound like a mind

~ that’s open for rehabilitation?”” :
Dmmct Judge John Nelms allowed Hier-

ily members to sit at the witness

standandspeakeoSheltouatthemal send.
Mansa Hlerro took the stand ﬁrst, but

Shelton refused to acknowiedge her He
turned sideways in his ch;lu d;‘ndwn;ﬁ
speaking with his attorney.

defendant and his aumney m saep @ikmg

‘whﬂethe Hierros spoke. Rty

: “szﬁ]lcansudﬂ}e'rnotévenﬁé“; g
mother in the eye,” Hmu
pk’sls-yemmoldson,sﬁdtom c?b

" Shelton quu:kly looked up and fixed a
hard gaze on the teen-ager. They stared -at
eachoﬁnrforalongnxnmntaslheyot}ﬂl
spoke. “'5; A

'IhenShellmlookedaWay g

{eal

Jeft Prince, (972) 2634448 _ s;
jprince@star-telegram.com "
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