CLRTIS TUNNELL
EXFECUTIVE DIKEC TOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSEEILION

P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (S12)463-6100

August 28, 1991

Joye K. Evetts, Marker Chair
Tarrant County Historical Commission
4404 Wedgemont Circle South

Fort Worth, TX 76133

Dear Joye:
Thank you for ycur letter of August 22.

Enclosed is an official one-year extension for the "Ormer Leslie Locklear”
application, as well as the official cancellations for the following:

DEVITT HOUSE

ARNOLE GUERTLER HOUSE
{HARRIS HOUSE

ZEBULON JENKINS HOUSE*

Site of MAJESTIC THEATRE

WILLIAM B. MONNIG HOUSE

TRAIL DRIVERS PARK

* 1 need your assistance with one more matter, if you don't mind. According
to our records, we have $175.00 on account for the Zebulon Jenkins House
application. The check was written by Clara E. Patrick, and her address in
1984 was Rt. 10, Box 96A, Fort Worth, 76135. Do you have any idea if she
still lives there, or, if not, where we might contact her? We will need to
obtain her social security number in order for the Comptroller to process a
refund for the $175.00. If we can't contact her at all, we'll have to begin
the process of transferring the money to the state treasury. 1I'd appreciate
any information you might be able to gather for me.

Thanks again for your quick response to my letter.
Sincerely, )
il it
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{ ( ;}\?{ M //bLi-“ ; e
Cynthia J. Beeman

Historian
Local History Programs
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Yhhe State pency for Hitoue S weaadon



('l'RT'IS-Tl'NNEl,I,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.0. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512)463-6100

DATE: August 28, 1991

RE: HARRIS HOUSE
Tarrant County, Job #13389

Dear Applicant/County Historical Commission Chair:

In accordance with State Marker Policy #7, the above-mentioned application for
an Official Texas Historical Marker has been terminated, and the application
materials are being returned to the Tarrant County Historical Commission.
Should you wish to re-apply for a marker at a later date, please contact the

staff of the Local History Programs office for information regarding State
Marker Policies in effect at that time. Thank you.

Sincerely,

conctlus /5@.:2
AYAUR- L AN LA~
Cynthia J. Beeman

Historian

Local History Programs (State Marker Program)

copies to: Joye K. Evetts, Tarrant CHC

Ste State Agency for Hitowe Sresewation
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TARRANT COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION

August 22, 1991

Ms. Cynthia J. Beeman, Historian
State Marker Program

Texas Historical Commission

P.0O. Box 12276

Austin, TX 78711

Dear Cynthia:

We have reviewed the status of all the pending marker
applications listed in your letter of August 1.

We recommend cancellation of the following:

Devitt House (demolished)
Arnold Guertler House

Harris House

Zebulon Jenkins House

Site of the Majestic Theatre
William B Monnig House

Trail Drivers Park

Some of these may be re—-submitted later.

The Ormer Leslie Locklear application has been researched further
and is being rewritten. You will receive the revised applicaton

some time in September.

Thanks for asking about these. It prompted me to inspect the
sites and to review all the old applications.

Sincerely,
Joyve K. Evetts

Marker Chairman

cc: Lela Standifer, Chairman

100 EAST WEATHERFORD STREET - FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76186



CURTIS TUNNELL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.0. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512)463-6100

August 1, 1991

Joye Evetts, Marker Chair

Tarrant County Historical Commission
P. 0. Box 970

Fort Worth, TX 76101

Dear Joye:

We are currently going through long-standing pending marker applications in
our office, and have come across a number of applications from Tarrant
County, some of which have been pending since 1985. Rather than try to
write to each applicant at this point, I thought I'd first write to you and
see if you could offer any assistance. Basically, what we need is either to
get these applications moving (most by addressing previous requests for
additional information), or to go ahead and cancel the applications.

I am enclosing copies of correspondence from the following files:

4 X pEvITT HOUSE XARNO]'_D GUERTLER HOUSE 27 577
& - > fff 2 = y 5 {(.3‘;'3'/ "_ i ‘;-‘I LN & 3
), HARRTS HOUSE Foared S NEH]ION JENKINS HOUSE
ORMER IESLIE LOCKLEAR ><site of MATESTIC THEATRE

1 B. MONNIG HOUSE -~

N 2t e seip et L 2,

. ><1‘RAILDRIVERSPARK

It it important that we not let these files remain in pending any longer.
If you can't help with this request, please let me know, and I will begin
the formal notification process to the applicants (in which they will be
allowed thirty days to answer the requests before we cancel the
applications).

I really appreciate any help you can offer with these. If you have any
questions about any of the applications, please let me know.

Sincerely,
W 2 Q M BETTYRD)

Cynthia J. Beeman

Historian AUG S 149§
State Marker Program
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CURTIS TUNNELL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.0. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512)463-6100

July 24, 1989

James and Jean McBride
4621 Foard St.
Fort Worth, Texas 76119

Dear Mr. and Mrs. McBride:

Our staff has at last had a chance to review the historical marker application
for your home, the Harris House, in Fort Worth. Several questions came to
mind, which need to be addressed before we proceed with the application:

1. You requested the 18" x 28" subject marker, but did not request that
the house be reviewed for the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark desig-
nation. I have enclosed a brochure on that designation for your
reference. It is rare these days for a residence to receive a
subject marker, unless the house itself was the site of some major
historical event. Normally, the building marker is the method. used
for marking houses.

2. We will need to see actual photographs, as opposed to photocopies,
in order to complete the application.

3. Finally, the fact that the first and most prominent owner, Julian
Harris, has not yet been dead for 20 years is a major obstacle in
the path of approval for this marker application. State Marker Policy
declares that a person who has not been dead for 20 years may not be
mentioned in the text of the marker, unless he/she is of state or
national significance.

In light of that final item, you may wish for us to deactivate the application
until the 20-year rule would no longer come into play. Should you choose

to proceed, we will need a statement from you to send to the State Marker
Committee about why Mr. Harris should receive a waiver of the rule.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely, '

anQge ﬁ l'C/'C'-é‘“-.z:(_]

Frances Rickard, Director -
State Marker Program

) 77 B) e | , s ¥ ), Y ¥
cc: Quentin Mc Gowilc/{{{, ('S'Ij/é({/(’ L//féﬁ{{y_/é i %/() = g i Vb

rrant



‘APPLICATION FORM FOR OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER
Texas Historical Commission
State Marker Program
P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711

Tile of Marker
Isubject to revision by
THC staff)

HARRIS HOUSE

County
’ TARRANT

Marker Location

or specific directions from
nearest town on state highway map)

"m‘“m‘“d"’“-) 4621 Foard St., Fort Worth 76119

Distance and direction
{ subject
9 e > In yard near street

from marker site

If not on post, type of
surface to which marker
will be attached (wood, stone, etc.)

Owner of
Marker Site

Uemn ¢ cbocte 0, 3

’ James A. and Jean McBride

4621 Foard St..

‘J:{/

CIW| Z'P "™
Worth 76119

Address
Pt

/

Sponsor of
Marker } James A.

and Jean McBride

Address
same as above

City, Zip

Signature of
County Chairman m-b BW

Dee Barker

Box 794,

Address City, Zip Date

12-29-88

Colleyville, Texas 76034

Person to whom marker

is to be shipped* Purchasing Dept. Rm. 303

Tarrant County Admlnlstratlve Bldg 100 E. Weatherford

City, Zip Telephone

(required)

Address

*If marker is to be placed on highway nght-of- way, it will be shipped to your distnict highway engineer.

Please consult the back of this page for specifications of the markers available. Check the items desired below. Approval of the application and narrative musf be
obtained from the county historical commission, as indicated by the county chairman's signature on this form, before forwarding the material 1o the Texas Historical
Commission. Please do not send payment if ordering subject or building markers; funds will be requested once the application has been approved by the State
Marker Committee. Sales tax must be added 1o the price, except if purchased by a tax-exempt organization. Applicants may order a marker with a socket 10 attach

10 their own post; however, the cost is the same as a marker furnished with a foundry post.

SUBJECT MARKERS DIRECTIONAL SIGNS
D 16" x 12° grave marker (comes wath mounung bar] ........oevveveven $225 Prease indicaté quantty desired g give locationis) on lorm above:
27" x 42" subject Marker With POSL . .+« v vuvnrvuvaneenreonasnans $650
O 27" x 42" subject marker WithOUl POSL. .. v vvvsvneerrsseasraasans $600 / .
O 18” X 28" Subject MArker WIth POSL + « o« e« s e eesecesennnssseennss s375 A" x 24" Historical Markers In City SIgn .« . vvvieinnnneneranannnnns $80
€' 18% x 28" subiect mark thout $300 These will be shipped to and placed on your town's city
(S ] ¥ subject marker WiItROUL POSL. . v v v ovvvvnnnnennsvnrannnns limits signs by the District Highway Engineer.
1'We| request that RTHL dangm’op be consfdered for this structure. —_ Black and White (for farmto-market roads, state and US. highways)
(Prease see signature line below.| ___ Green and White (for interstate highways)
BUILDING MARKERS 18" x 22" Histonical Marker directional SgN . .....vvovuveeeiinnaaannn. $80
O 16" X 12" building Marker With POST .+« « v v v vvanssnsesensonees $350 In biack and white only. For city and county roads.
& 10" x 12° building marker without posl et et e TS $300 Applicant must supply post and be responsidie for placement.
— With arrow pointing straight ahead
H
Applications Ior bullding arkers will utomadcﬂly be considered for the RTHL W o policiag Ml
x — With arrow pointing right
OTHER
DO National Register Plaque . . . .. v v v v vnaverarnuraniirsanararannans 50
D 12" x 6" supplemental Plate . . .. vuvovvve it iiaii e 110
O 16" x 12" building marker plate only
WEIGHTS B DO WA 3 s s 52 Sioh 205 R P4 MR AR bR A P e 4190
PAPER 1G O Replacement medallion (see policy #15) ......ovvvirvanrenrrnnns $110
3 . ! O Bronze stars (for replacement on 1936
fenibinina o bsie @ranite markers) .............. v i ey P $ 25
" plasti i 4 for replacement on
— 3" x 4" plastic paperweight O Bronze wreaths |
mounted With replica of Marker . .. ...oeuversesenssrarasnanassasssns $90 1930 granite Markers) . .. .ccoeesesesenresssasnansnsnss $i 3 S $25
Allow two months from completion of marker O Bronze seals (for replacement on
Jor receipt of paperweight. 1936 granite MArKers) . ... .ovevnenrensnrronnsnnnosasnassssnns $ 05
O Bronze plates (for replacement on
— Medallion PaPEIWEIBh! . . ... ovvuvunerecssnsnsrsesssesennsnsns $40 FONES QA TIAKOIE . 2 - v o4 640 o 3430k n n e 0 o 0 55 £ $185
Allows four lines of engraving P""” indicate desired wording. DO Certificates Of COMMENGALON . .« « .+« v v vnsennennnsnesnnenanns 50¢ each



THE HARRIS HOUSE

By

Elizabeth H. McClure
5723 Ridgerock
Ft. Worth, Texas 76132



Page One

THE HARRIS HOUSE

Construction was started on this single family two-
story residence at 4621 Foard Street in southeast Fort
Worth, Texas, in 1912, following the purchase of lots 5
and 6 block 5 of Cobb's Orchard Addition. The land was
purchased from William H. Cobb.l

Julian C. Harris was born and reared in Massachusetts.
After graduating from Dartmouth College in 1907 he came to
Fort Worth to work for the Cobb Brick Company as bookkeeper.
This brick plant was owned by Fred Cobb, a cousin of Mr.
Harris. It was located on the east side of the Mansfield
Road (now named South Riverside Drive) and west of Cobb
Park's north end. The land for Cobb Park and Glen Garden
Country Club was given to the city and club respectively
by Horace Cobb, a third Cobb brother. The building site
for the Harris House was selected because of the short dis-
tance to the plant where Mr. Harris worked and because it
was located near the Cleburne Interurban tracks, which
afforded quick transportation to downtown Fort Worth, Texas.

In September 1910 Mr. Harris returned to Massachusetts
to marry Vila Breen. She had graduated from Smith College
and then taught history in New York State and Illinois,
during which time they were engaged and had corresponded
almost daily. Their letters contained many references to
the kind of house they would like to build for their permanent
home. Following the purchase of the land, they selected a
house design called Craftsman Stone House with Practical
Built-In Fittings from a book of house designs, More Craftsman

Homes by Gustav Stickley, published 1912?

The architectural
blue prints were acquired from this source and the house built
accordingly. Craftsman houses are found mainly in the east
and are rare in Texas. The Craftsman design was the progeni-
tor of the modern house where the style of living is less
formal. The interior of ??e house is characterized by open

space and built-in pieces.



Page Two

The Harris House is a solid masonry structure with about
90,000 brick equivalents. The brick used to build the house
came from the Cobb Brick plant. The outside brick facing is
of clinker brick which was melted in the hottest part of the
kiln to form large clumps of variegated colors and textures.
All materials were hauled to the building site by horse and
wagon. The first floor exterior walls are 16 inches thick
while the sceond floor exterior walls are 12 inches thick.
The side gablé roof has wide eaves with heavy wood brackets.
A large chimney penetrates the roof at each end wall. The
house has a symetrical facade with casement windows flanking
the central entrance door. The full front terrace/porch is
also constructed of clinker brick. A balcony projects from
the second floor above the main entranced The balcony origin-
ally served as an open screened sleeping porch but has been
closed in with casement windows.

The interior walls are of beaver board (forerunner of
wall board) with wood strips. There is a fireplace at each
end of the house and one in a bedroom upstairs using the same
chimney as the fireplace in the living room. The living room
has exposed wooden ceiling beams, window seats on either side
of the fireplace, and built-in book shelves. The floors down-
stairs are of guarter-sawed oak. The entire lower floor is
an open plan with interconnected space: living room, dining
room, and kitchen. The stairway leads up from the living
room to a hall with entrance to three bedrooms, a small
balcony room, and bathroom. There is a cellar under the
middle one third of the house which originally contained a
coal-burning furnace, replaced by a gas furnace in 1953. The
cellar was reached by a stairway from the kitchen.

The bathroom and kitchen have been modernized several
times, but no structural changes have taken place. The
original wood and glass casement windows have been maintained
and are now enclosed with plexiglas both for preservation and
to serve as storm windows. The original roof was of wood
shingles and now has fiberglass shingles. There was no
electricity or natural gas in the house when it was built but
both were added during the 1920's.



Page Three

The house is situated on 1% acres of wooded property on
a corner lot. A circular gravel driveway passes the garage
which was originally a barn where the Harris family kept a
horse and buggy. This building is also facedfront and sides
with the same clinker brick. A carport was added to the south
side of this structure to accomodate an extra car. The proper-
ty is enclosed by a chain link fence with gates to the front
and side driveways.

When the house was first built, it was in the country and
the only house in the immediate area. There was a dirt road
in front of the house which was named Foard Street later. Mr.
and Mrs. Harris moved into the house in April 1913 with their
young son, J.C. Harris, Jr., and Mrs. Harris' mother, Mary E.
Breen. The house was piped with water from a nearby private
artesian well belonging to Mr. Cobb. 'There was a battery
operated wall telephone. The house was heated by the coal
furnace in winter. Coal was delivered by horse and wagon and
shoveled into a coal bin in the cellar. At night the house
was lighted by kerosene lamps and the cook stove was fueled
with kerosene. There was a wooden ice box on the back porch
supplied with block ice by an iceman who came by horse and
wagon. In warm weather the windows were kept open to take
advantage of the south breeze. Mr. Harris rode his horse to
work every day. Groceries were delivered by the nearest
grocery store in Polytechnic. 1In the early days there was
an orchard of peach, pear and apricot trees on the place as
well as grape vines, blackberry bushes, and always a vegetable
garden. In 1918 another child was born, Elizabeth. 1In the
early 1920's the buggy.was replaced by two model T Ford cars.
The brick plant closed because there was too much lime in the
clay. Mr. Harris opened an office in the Reynolds Building in
downtown Fort Worth where he began a distributorship company
for several brick plants. He remained in this business until
1963 when he retired at age 78.5



Page Four

The original owners:
Julian C. Harris 1885 - 1977
Vila B. Harris 1882 - 1950
In December, 1946, their daughter Elizabeth and her husband, Walter
M. McClure, Jr., moved into the house, stayed, and reared their two sons.
Walter Michael McClure and Steven Douglas McClure.
On Mr. Harris' death the house was left to Julian C. Harris, Jr.
and Elizabeth Harris McClure. Mrs. McClure bought her brother's part
and continued to live in the house with her husband until he died in 1981
and beyond that time until July 12, 1985, when she sold it to John S.
McDaniel and Carol Brennand.
John McDaniel lived there one month and sold it to James A. and
Imogene McBride on August 12, 1985.
The house had been in continuous use by the Harris family or a
descendent of that family until July, 1985.



NOTES

l.

2.

Tarrant County Deed Records, v. 386, p.497

Gustav Stickley, More Craftsman Homes, (New York City, The Craftsman
Publishing Company, 1912) p.70

Fort Worth Star Telegram, 15 June 1985

. Page, Anderson & Turnbull, Inc., Tarrant County Historical Resources

Survey: Phase 1V, August, 1985

Much of the inromation was written from memory of Elizabeth Harris
McClure and Julian C. Harris, Jr., daughter and son of the original
owners.
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CURTIS TUNNELL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.0. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512) 463-6100

January 9, 1989

Dee Barker
P.0O. Box 794
Colleyville, TX 76034

Re: HARRIS HOUSE
27"x 42" Subject Marker with Post

Dear Ms. Barker:

This letter is to notify you that we have received the above referenced marker
application.

The application first will be reviewed and evaluated by the Texas Historical
Commission staff. Should additional information be needed, you will be contacted.
After any deficiencies have been corrected, copies of the application will be
sent to the members of the State Marker Committee, who will make the final
determination of the topic's acceptability for marking.

You will be notified as soon as the committee makes its decision. If the topic
is approved for marking, we will request payment at the time of notification.
If not approved, the application will be returned along with a letter of
explanation.

Because of the variables involved in the marker process and because we must
coordinate our orders with the schedule of the contracting foundry, we would
ask that the dedication date not be set until you have received notice that
the marker has been shipped.

We appreciate your interest in preserving the history of Texas.
Sincerely,

\%/M/wu s Rickard

Frances Rickard, Director
State Marker Program

FR/crl

cc: James and Jean McBride

P.S. We will need actual photographs (no xerox copies) of all sides of the home in
order to determine its eligibility for an historical marker. Thank you.

Ghe State Cpercy for Histaue S resewaion
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u.' University of University Libraries

Houston- 4800 Calhoun Road
University Houston, Texas 77004
Park
December 31, 1985 FL
4ﬂb

Mrs. McBride
4621 Foard
Fort Worth, TX 76119

Dear Mrs. McBride:

I am currently working on a research project for the Texas Society of
Architects to document the use of published sources for house plans in
Texas between 1890 and 1930. The study includes a full range of published
sources, including plan books and magazines, such as The Craftsman.

I learned of your Craftsman house from Ellen Beasley and drove by to

look at it while I was in the Fort Worth area over the Christmas holidays.
It is a beautiful house, and I would like very much to include a
photograph of it in my final report to the Texas Society of Architects.
However, the abundance of trees in the yard and the front fence make it
difficult to get a clear photograph of the terrace facade. Do you, by any
chance, have an early photograph of the house or any photograph that

shows the terrace facade clearly? I would be happy to reimburse you for
copying costs, or I could copy the photograph here in Houston and return
it to you.

A self-addressed stamped envelope is enclosed.
Thank you for your help.
Sincerely,

Margaret Culbertson
Architecture and Art Librarian
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SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 1985

'Home is an architectura

By RAYMOND TEAGUE
Star-Telegram Writer
historic gem gleamed unexpectedly before
them. :

The two-story, unusually bricked, English-looking
house, set on a hill and almost obscured from the
street by guardian oaks and elms, beckoned to the
two men exploring southeast Fort Worth.

“It had an aura for the surveyors,” recalled Marty
Craddock, executive director of the Historic Preser-
vation Council for Tarrant County. “It was a jewel -
they never expected to find.”

“Of all the residential areas we have looked at so
far, it isthe most unique building in Fort Worth from
that time, 1912, said Ward Hill

Hilland Woodruff Minor are the twoarchitectural
historians with the San Francisco firm of Page, An-
derson & Turnbull, Inc. Their firm is conducting a
historic resources survey of Tarrant County for the
Historic Preservation Council. They were working
on Phase IV of the project, covering southeast Fort
Worth, when they happened upon the house one day
this spring.

After touring itand interviewing the owner, Eliza-
beth McClure, whose father built the house, the
surveyors excitedly reported their findings to Crad-
dock.

One purpose of the intensive survey of the area’s
buildings is to find and document little known or
hidden treasures in our midst.

The surveyors discovered ample reason for enthu-
siasm over the McClure house, an avant-garde build-
ing for its day that hitherto had not received its
proper homage from the city’s historical communi-
ty.

The structure is a Craftsman house, an important
label for architectural historians. Such houses are
found mainly in the East and are a rarity in this part
of the country.

Design of the house came almost exactly from
plans printed in a book titled More Craftsman Hous-
es, 1912, by Gustav Stickley.

Stickley was originator of Craftsman Houses and
Craftsman Furniture and founder and editor of the
Craftsman Magazine, published in New York.

“Stickley was influential in house design during
the period before World War I,” Hill said. “He had an
influence on Frank Lloyd Wright and was involved
in some of the first ‘modern architecture’ in the
world.”

Craftsman houses were very simple, Hill said. “It
was a reaction in many ways from the Victorian, It
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Worth, when they happened upon the house one day
this spring.

After touring it and interviewing the owner, Eliza-
beth McClure, whose father built the house, the
surveyors excitedly reported their findings to Crad-
dock.

One purpose of the intensive survey of the area’s
buildings is to find and document little known or
hidden treasures in our midst.

The surveyors discovered ample reason for enthu-
siasm over the McClure house, an avant-garde build-
ing for its day that hitherto had not received its
proper homage from the city’s historical communi-
ty.

The structure is a Craftsman house, an important
label for architectural historians. Such houses are
found mainly in the East and are a rarity in this part
of the country.

Design of the house came almost exactly from
plans printed in a book titled More Craftsman Hous-
es, 1912, by Gustav Stickley.

Stickley was originator of Craftsman Houses and
Craftsman Furniture and founder and editor of the
Craftsman Magazine, published in New York.

“Stickley was influential in house design during
the period before World War I,” Hill said. “He had an
influence on Frank Lloyd Wright and was involved
in some of the first ‘modern architecture’ in the
world.” _—

Craftsman houses were very simple, Hill said. “It
was a reaction in many ways from the Victorian. It
depended on geometry and modeling of the space,
where as the Victorian houses depended on decora-
tion.”

Stickley believed “in the honesty of rural exis-

‘tence, even though most of these houses were ur-
ban,” Hill said. He advocated houses that looked
crafted, “that looked like they had the hand of a
particular designer,” and that used materials in a
very natural way.

“There was a revival of that kind of attitude in the
'60s and '70s,” he noted.

The McClure house might look imposing from the
outside, “vaguely medieval,” Hill said: But inside
there’s the warmth of lots of wood; despite the open
plan, the interior is intimate, like a Three Bears
cottage, he said.

“The real revolution in Craftsman design was
opening the interior of the house into very open
space. Rather than walk into a formal atrium from
the front door, you walk into the living room. Almost
the whole first floor forms one large, interconnected
space with the kitchen.

“The Craftsman movement r%
tgf"ﬁf the modernhouse, where thes .

more informal. Rooms before were like little boxes
with ‘hallways, and the rooms were closed up. That
givesa house a sense of being more formal. Thisisless
formal and is very relaxing, I think.”

McClure’s parents, Julian C. and Vila Harris, came
to Fort Worth from Massachusetts, where they un-
doubtedly were familiar with Craftsman publica-
tions. McClure still has the book from which her
father chose the design of his house.

That plan is called “Craftsman Stone House with
practical built-in fittings” and originally was pub-
lished in The Craftsman in July, 1909.

The house is described in the book, thusly, “. . . the
interior is one which could be very easily furnished,
for there are already so many built-in pieces that the
rooms seem hospitably ready to be occupied even

s

before the owner has moved in his personal posses-
sions. The simple but effective treatment of the
woodwork and the interest derived from the frank
handling of the many structural features are full of
suggestions for the arranging of the more intimate
details in the furnishing of a home.”

McClure’s father came to Fort Worth in 1907 after
graduating from Dartmouth College. A cousin, Fred
Cobb, owned a brick plant on the Old Mansfield
Highway. Harris went to work for Cobb and bought
the land for his future home from him.

The house was started in 1912, and McClure’s par-
ents moved in in April 1912 “This was the only house
out here when they built,” McClure said. “Every-
thing was brought by horse and wagon, if you can
imagine.” _

The Cobb Brick Plant produced the clinker bricks
— gnarled, strangely shaped bricks that resemble
rocks— with which the houseis faced. Clinker bricks
are bricks that have been overburned in the kiln,

“There was too much lime in the clay they used at
the brick plant,” McClure said. “They weren't per-
fect like bricks made today. They all melted in the
hottest part of the kiln and formed these great
clumps.”

“There were a few places that used the clinker
brick but none to the extent my dad did.” She said
there were some 90,000 brick equivalents used to
build the house. :

They have posed no upkeep problems through the
years, she said.

“Can you imagine a bricklayer today having the

Please see McClure on Page 4

Above, open living
room/dining room,
with lots of wood
and built-ins, is
Craftsman style
hallmark. Left,
Elizabeth McClure
and her brother
Julian C. Harris Jr.
of Dallas stand on
the porch of house
built by their
parents in 1912-13.

Star-Telegram
photos by
NURI VALLBONA




McClure home an architectural gem

Continued from Page 1
patience to set these things in the
wall?” McClure asked. “They must
have been terrible.”

The walls are 16 inches thick on
the first floor and 12 inches thick on
the second floor.

The first floor consists of a large
living room, which has exposed
wooden ceiling beams; a dining
room that McClure uses as a study;
and a small kitchen. The house also
has a basement.

A stairway directly across from
the living room leads to three bed-
rooms (one with a fireplace), a small
sleeping porch (originally screened
but now glassed) and a bathroom.

“There has been nothing done
structurally to change the house
since it was built,” McClure said.

The only major change from the
original Craftsman plansis the addi-
tion of windows on each side of the
living room fireplace on the south
side. Cobb recommended the
change, McClure said, to allow
breezeandlighttoenterthe house.

Of the living room’s openness, she
remarked, “I guess families were

bigger in those days and people
were more interested in their fami-
lies than their things.”

McClure has some of her parents’
furniture, as well as some antiques
acquired later, such as her four-
poster bed from Massachusettes
with a fish netting canopy cover.

“Sometimes I feel I have been liv-
ing at the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury in this house,” McClure said.
“But it has a lot of advantages. It is
well built. It is not shoddy like somé
of these places today.”

McClure, who was born in 1918,
and her older brother were raised in
the house. Growing up there “was
wonderful,” she said, “like being in
the country.”

The house is on 1% acres of wood-
ed property on a corner lot, only a
small portion of the original proper-
ty. A circular, gravel driveway pass-
es the garage, which was originally
the barn where McClure’s parents
kept a horse and two Model-Ts.

McClure said she cannot imagine
her “well-educated, New England”
parents moving to Fort Worth and
being “plopped down into the mid-

dle of Cowtown.

“Mothersaid on Main Street every
other door was a swinging one.”

From her childhood, McClure re-
members that the home’s furnace
was fueled by coal. “We didn’t have
electricity or gas. We did have wa-
ter. We did have a telephone — the
old kind, the wall kind.”

She also remembers the old Cle-
burne Interurban trolley line run-
ning down nearby Wichita Street.
“It was great transportation. I wish
we had it today. You could get to
town (Fort Worth)in 15 minutes easi-
ly."

McClure moved away from the
family homeplace for college and
the early years of her marriage, but
sheand her husband, thelate Walter
McClure, a fifth-generation native
of the Fort Worth area, returned in
1946.

“Housing was short at that time.
Wesettled heretemporarily and the
temporary became permanent.”
The couple raised their two sons
there. Through the years, the house
“has been a root for everybody — a
family gathering place.”
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BUILT-IN FITTINGS
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{1 CRAFTSMAN STONE HOUSE WITH PRACTICAL
|
|
|
|

i fa

Lublished in The Craftsman, July, iy,
LTHOUGII  we have
shown this  house of
| stone, with heavy timber lin-
tels and composition roofing,
the design could be worked
3 out in other materials. Glass
dours open from dining room
i and living room upon a ter-
i . racc with parapet and posts of
| stone, cement floor and flow-
i er-boxes, The railing of the
sleeping balcony above is sup-
ported upon the expose:l tim-
! bers of the house. This and
A the two casements on either
side form practically a dor-

e mer construction.

! The house is entered from
# the front through a hallway
with doors leading to the liv-
ing room, dining room and = [
kitchen. On each side of the CRAFTSMAN HOUSE, NO. 71: FIRST FLOUR PLAN
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STONE HOUSE WITH PRACTICAL BUILT-IN FITTINGS

living-room fireplace, with its i
hood of hammered copper, are ?
built-in bookcases with conve-

nient drawers below and win-

dows above. The dining room —
is separated from the living

cLo | CLO. | SpaT cLo
poyWAl] |

Har

room only by a shallow grille
running along the ceiling, and : AMEER CHAMBER |
the sideboard is built into the il oo R sy
room. The kitchen is connect- i C\t‘.,’:‘“‘l =
ed with the dining room by the ; ! — :
entry. - <=
On the second floor the small / ‘ /‘ 3‘;%;2}‘? MA Al
hall gives access to the bath- tio | sear foro] L& sxo-s | B srat [=Lo

room, two large bedrooms and
a smaller one Dbetween. The
bedroom at the right has a big
open fireplace which uses the same chimney as
that in the living room below, and on either
side of this are casement windows. In each
corner of the room 1s a closet, and beneath
the windows in the recess formed by the
closets is a built-in seat. In the bedroom on
the opposite side of the house there is a some-
what smaller fireplace and a similar arrange-
ment of corner closets and recessed window
seat in front, [ach of the bedrooms has a
door opening out onto the sleeping balcony.

Housk No. 71:

INTERIOR OF HOUSE NO. 71! CORNER OF LIVING ROOM WITH FIREPLACE AND BUILT-IN FITTINGS.

7t

[y

S5 ICOND FLOOR PLAN,

As the drawings and description indicate,
the interior is one which could be very easily
furnished, for there are already so many
built-in pieces that the rooms seem hospitably
ready to be occupied even before the owner
has moved in his personal possessions. The
simple but effective treatmentof the woodwork
and the interest derived from the frank han-
dling of the many structural features are full
of suggestions for the arranging of the more
intimate details in the furnishing of a home.
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