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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
l'.O. 80\ 12276 \lS'IT\. TE\.\S 78711 

August 28, 1991 

Joye K. Evetts, Marker Chair 
Tarrant County Historical Commission 
4404 Wedgemont Circle South 
Fort Worth, TX 76133 

Dear Joye: 

Thank you for your letter of August 22. 

Enclosed is an official one-year extension for the "Ormer Leslie Locklear" 
application, as well as the official cancellations for the following: 

DEVITT HOUSE 
ARNOLD GUERTLER HOUSE 
HARRIS HOUSE 
ZEBULON JENKINS HOUSE* 
Site of MAJESTIC THEATRE 
WILLIAM B. MONNIG HOUSE 
TRAIL DRIVERS PARK 

(512)463-6100 

* I need your assistance with one more matter, if you don't mind. According 
to our records, we have $175.00 on account for the Zebulon Jenkins House 
application. The check was written by Clara E. Patrick, and her address in 
1984 was Rt. 10, Box 96A, Fort Worth, 76135. Do you have any idea if she 
still lives there, or, if not, where we might contact her? We will need to 
obtain her social security number in order for the Comptroller to process a 
refund for the $175.00. If we can't contact her at all, we'll have to begin 
the process of transferring the money to the state treasury. I'd appreciate 
any information you might be able to gather for me. 

Thanks again for your quick response to my letter. 

Sincerely, 

11 . 11· , 
C C·_Jl~'i"[,U a... 
Cynthia J. Beeman 
Historian 

·) 

/J.j___().A~,t {!/ •'------

Local History Programs 



TARRANT COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

August 22, 1991 

Ms . Cynthia J. Beeman, Historian 
State Marker Program 
Texas Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin, TX 78711 

Dear Cynthia: 

We have reviewed the status of all the pending marker 
applications listed in your letter of August 1. 

We recommend cancellation of the following: 

Devitt House (demolished) 
Arnold Guertler House 
Harris House 
Zebulon Jenkins House 
Site of the Majestic Theatre 
William B Monnig House 
Trail Drivers Park 

Some of these may be re-submitted later. 

The Ormer Leslie Locklear application has been researched further 
and is being rewritten. You will receive the revised applicaton 
some time in September. 

Thanks for asking about these. It prompted me to inspect the 
sites and to review all the old applications. 

Sincerely, 

Joye K. Evetts 
Marker Chairman 

cc: Lela Standifer, Chairman 

100 EAST WEATHERFORD STREET - FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76196 



Cl' RTIS T UNNE LL 
EX ECl'. TI VE DIR ECTO R 

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 

August 1, 1991 

Joye Evetts, Marker Chair 
Tarrant County Historical Commission 
P. 0. Box 970 
Fort Worth, TX 76101 

Dear Joye: 

(512)463-6100 

We are currently going through long-standing pending marker applications in 
our office, and have come across a rn.nnber of applications from Tarrant 
County, some of which have been pending since 1985. Rather than try to 
write to each applicant at this point, I thought I'd first write to you and 
see if you could offer any assistance. Basically, what we need is either to 
get these applications moving (most by addressing previous requests for 
additional infonnation), or to go ahead and cancel the applications. 

I am enclosing copies of correspondence from the following files: 
I 

iv DEVI'IT HOU~E v ARN__ OI? GUERI'LE1; __ ~_._,_~?~~ .. -?I?_- ._ ✓1_·~- l. ·"---, '\ · ··:.. -~ . . . -nt.cl . ~ " -- . . t.1., .... ~ 
'/,# HARRIS HOUSE fcXt.'f'd. cS-1- ~EBUION JENKINS HOUSE <, ·_ ~:- . 

_oRMER IESLIE LOCKLFA.R )s(_s_i _te of MAJESTIC~~ ,-x~~:B. -~~~('-~~~E, .t _! ~:-'.~.;._ . . l i x~L DRIVERS PARK 

. It it important that we not 0 let these files remain in pending any longer. 
If you can't help with this request, please let me know, and I will begin 
the fonnal notification process to the applicants (in which they will be 
allowed thirty days to answer the requests before we cancel the 
applications). 

I really appreciate any help you can offer with these. If you have any 
questions about any of the applications, please let me know. 

~a_[) . ~ 
cynthia J. Beeman 
Historian 
State Marker Program 

.EiXf.CllD'iE 



CURTIS TIJNNELL 
EXEClmVE DIRECl'OR 

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION . 
P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN. TEXAS 78711 (512)475-3092 

Duane Gage 
TCJC NE Campus 
828 Harwood Road 
Hurst, TX 76054 

Dear Duane: 

August 9, 1985 

Our staff has made a preliminary review of several recent Tarrant County 
marker applications. Before we can proceed with our evaluations, however, 
we need some additional information. 

1. BICOCCHI BUILDING: We need a historic photo of the structure. Also, 
we need closer photos of the window details. Since they are single pane, 
they appear to be replacements for an earlier configuration. 

2. FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING: We need a historic photo. 

3. DEVITT HOUSE: We need a historic photo . Also, since our policies 
require that a structure be in a "good state of repair" to qualify for 
a marker, we need more information about the current state or proposed 
restoration of the building. For example, our photos show missing shingles, 
rotten wood, asbestos skirting, etc. ~ince the photos do not always show 
the kind of detail we need, we would like for your commission to review the 
home and give us their opinion of its condition. They do not need to 
follow any set standards, but we would like to know if they feel it is in 
a condition that would not reflect unfavorably on the Tarrant County or 
state marker program. 

Thank you. 

DKU/lm 

cc: Ruth Reiter Stone 

,,-I; I _; l ,,. / . ( 

Sincerely, 

µ_-;J 
Dan K. Utley, Director 
Research and Markers 

! 
·' 



Ila U4 e on .S . J-~ at Allen. 

59, 000 ~ ned "C" Ap,i. can f}JJ BLL1i.ne.14 

nhu:m.ce duieci:1!1 in liv~om. 

!Jbl.VfL,:ji:ai./v.J ceJ.J..n.g, h_ei..g)it 12 1 

Fl..ooM pcuigue&vj. and .in f)JJOd c.ondi..h.on 

ain..1wa.:ti.n.[f 7 1 ¼Ji .in pwnhwam, W AfiA!J, & 
p;/lmal ~am. lh.i.✓.J 1/.J malwg,an.!f· 

1 b edA.oom dowr1Airu.Jl/.J h.r-M pa.pell.ea w~ 

1 ba-tlL i.n AoU4 e 1/.J dol.VfL,:j~ 

'1d wne klich.en 

/ra/.J t. all IWOTTl/.j 1 Li X 14 

J b ed/WOTTl/.j up aA.e pap ell.ea 

all wa.l.M "need new wall papeJL. 

r//lc.Ad-_ect. ? 

Sh.awn Sat. & Sun. onJ..!f 

:Jearu.,e f!wzdi..e lwme 921-0626 O!P-ce 535-4]63 



Tarrant County Historical Commission 
P. 0. Box 18331 Fort Worth, Tex .. 76118 

TA.lUlANT COl"NTY COIJHT IIOUH•: 

l •'OHT WOHTII, TF."AH 

Mrs. Aurora M. Master 
16J4(Devitt House)South Jennings 
Fort Worth, Texas '76110 

Dear Mrs. Master: 

December JO, 985 

The Texas Hist~rical Commission has expressed concern about certain features 
of your house regarding qualifying for an official Texas historical marker 
(missing shingles, rotten wood, asbestos skirting, s pecifically). 

The Tarrant County Historical Commission would like to encourage you to 
respond to these concerns, for we believe the architecture, history, and 
location of the house is very important. As you know, it is very near 
the major expansion area of John Peter Smith Hospital; we are afraid that 
some day the house may be condemned for hospital expansion, if it does not 
have an historical marker. 

Please let us know if you plan any rennovation of the structure in the 
near future. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Duane Gage 
Chairman 

xc: Texas Historical Commission 



, nt·u1111a . 

BUILDING: We need a his 
we need closer photos of the window deta. i:hey an~ 
they appear to be replacements for an earlier c"'"' 1guration. 

DEVITT HOUSE: We need a historic photo. Also, since our policies 
require that a structure be in a "good state of repair" to qualify for 
a marker, we need more information about the current state or proposed 
restoration of the building. For example, our photos show missing shingles, 
rotten wood, asbestos skirting, etc. Since the photos do not always show 
the kind of detail we need, we would like for your comnission to review the 
home and give us their opinion of its condition. They do not need to 
f !low any set standards, but we would like to know if they feel it is in 
a ondition that would not reflect unfavorably on the Tarrant County or 

program. 

DKU/ l rn 

cc: Ruth Reiter Stone 

Sincerely, 

(,);;) 
Dan K. Utley, Director 
Research and Markers 



APPLICATION FORM FOR OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER 

Texas Historical Commission 
Research and Markers Department 

P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711 

Title of marker (subject to revision by THC staff) 

Marker location (street address or highway number; include name of cemetery, building, park, etc., if applicable; if on highwa) 
right-of-way or in a small community, briefly explain how to get there from _the nearest town) . · . . 

1634 South Jennings Fort Worth , Texas 76110 

City or nearest city shown on Texas Highway Department road map 

FORT WORTH 

Distance and direction of subject from marker site 
for example, "Subject is ½ mile SW of marker site." 

Marker location! on front porch 

Address 

County TARRANT 
Fort Worth , 

Surface to which marker will be attached 
(if not on post) 

wood !llllli!!gks 

1634 South Jennings 

City, Zip Code 

Fort Worth Texas 76110 

Address City, Zip Code 

I/ 1634 South Jenninp.:s Fort Worth Texas 76110 I' 1--,i...,.-,,.-............ .-...::;.~........,,.,t--,+~---.-=--,.~---......:...>__,_ __ .....,.... ______________ -l 

x 

Person to ·whom marker is to be shipped 11 ~ddress City, Zip Code 

NOTE: Freight companies cannot ship 10 route or box numbers. If street allkiress is unavailable, please provide a-phone number. If 
marker is to be placed on highway ritht-of-way, it will be shipped lo your district highway engineer. 

Aurora M Master , 1634 South Jennin~s Fort Worht, Texas 76110 
Signature of County Chairman Address . . City, Zip Code 

"I have reviewed the narrative for this marker and auest to its accuracy." 

% TCJC NE CSJ!1pus ' 828 Harwood Road Hurst, Texas . 76054 

Please consult the back of this page for specifications of the markers available. Check. the items desired below. Approval of the 
application and narrative history must be obtained from the county historical commission, as indicated by the county chairman's 
signature on this form, before forwarding the material to the Texas Historical Commission. Please do not send payment if ordering 
subject or building markers; funds will be 1equested once the application has been approved by the State Marker Committee. 

5% state sales tax must be added tQ the price, except if purchased by a tax-exempt organization. 

SUBJECT MARKERS DIRECTIONAL SIGNS 
Wilh&ax 

□ 16" x 12" grave marker (comes with mounting bar) .... $175 5183.75 

! .. 
I 

□ 27" x 42" subject marker with post .................. S57S $603.75 
Please in<licate quantity desired and give location(,) on form above: , 

. With ua, !' 

□ 27" x 42" subjc:ct marker without post , .... .' .....•... S52S S5S 1.25 
□ 18" x 28'1 subject marker with post ... , .............. $3251 $341.25 
□ 18" x 28" subject marker without post ............... 5250 $262.50 

□ l(Wc) request RTHL designation be considered for this marker. 

BUILDING MARKERS 
Within 

□ 16" x 12" building marker with post ................. S22S $236.25 
J1,. 16" x 12" building marker without post .............. 5175 5183.75 

Applications for building markers will automatically be considered for the 
RTH L designation . Please read carefully Texas Marker Policies 11 
throu . f 5, an~ indicate th t you hav . ne so by signing ~elow. 

PAPERWEIGHTS 
Please indicate quantity desired. 

Wi1h1aa. 
_ 3" x 4" plastic paperweight 
mounted with replica of marker ......................... $75 $78.75 

Allow:! mo111hsfrom completion of murker 
fur receipt of paperweight. 

Medallion paperweight . ............... . .. . ......... 525 $26.25 
A//uk'S four lines of engraving; please indicate desired wording . 

.J 

· 24" x 24" Historical Markers ln City sign • • • • • • • • • • • • $65 S6ts.25 . 1!1 

· · These will be shipped to and placed on your town :S city 
limits signs by the District Highway Engineer. 

_ Black and White(forfarm-to-market roads,stateand U.S. highways) 
_ Green and White (for interstate highways) 

18n x 22" Historical Mark_cr directional sign ••••• ·••••• $65 568.25 ' 
In black and white only. For city and county roads. 

Applicant must supply post and be re~ponsible for placement. 
_ With arrow pointing straight ahead 
_ With arrow pointing left 
_ With arrow pointing right 

OTHER 
Wi1hi.1 

□ National Register plaque ..............•....•...•.. S JS S 36. 75 
□ 12" x 6" supplemental plate .. . ..................• , • S 65 5 6IU5 
□ 16" x 12" building marker plate only (see policy 11) •••. SI 10 SI 15.50 
□ Replacement medallion (see policy 11) ...•.........•• S 65 5 6&.25 
□ Bron:te stars (for replacement on 1936 

granite markers) .................................. S 10 .S 10.50 
□ Bronze wreaths (for replacement on 

1936 granite markers) ............................. S 10 S 10.50 
0 Bronze seals (for replacement on . 

1936 granite markers) ....••....• , •• , .•••• , , S 50 S 52.50 
□ Bronze plates (for replacemt;nt on 

1936 granite markers) . . ........................... $135 $141.75 
□ Certificates of commendation ...........•..••.......... 50i each 



EXECUTIVE DIR ECTOR 

TEXAS HISTORICAL 
P.O. BOX 12276 

DATE: August 28, 1991 

RE: DEVITT HOUSE 
Tarrant County, Job #8584 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 

Dear Applicant/County Historical Commission Chair: 

COMMISSION 
(512)463-6100 

In accordance with State Marker Policy #7, the above-mentioned application for 
an Official Texas Historical Marker has been terminated, and the application 
materials are being returned to the Tarrant County Historical Commission. 

Should you wish to re-apply for a marker at a later date, please contact the 
staff of the Local History Programs office for information regarding State 
Marker Policies in effect at that time. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

~ -6{.q. ~ 
Cynthia J. Beeman 
Historian 
Local History Programs (State Marker Program) 

copies to: Joye K. Evetts, Tarrant CBC 



DEVITT HOUSE 

Researched by 
Ruth Reiter Stone 

#3 Chase Court 
Fort Worth, Texas 

76110 

The DeVitt House is located at 1634 South Jennings Avenue. Composed of 

jagged elements and completely sheathed in a skin of decorative shingles, this 

two-story residence was built around 1909 for Phillip M. DeVitt, president of 

Petrolia Land Company, vice president of Trinity Heights Land Company, managing 

agent of the South Side Land Company, and president of Simmons Auto Company. 

The house is a remarkable composition, but the architect's identity has not been 

discovered. According to the Historic Resources Survey for Tarrant County it 

appears to be eligible for the National Register for its architectural qualities. 

The DeVitt house is a shingle style, rare in Fort Worth. It has continuous 

wood shingles of fish scale design. Old neighbors, now gone, told the present 

owner the cedar shingles had remained unpainted for years. A steeply pitched 

roof gives rise to the dominant front gable that has a lesser gable beneath it. 

The house has cross gables with a hipped dormer to the south. The north has a 

series of gables at various elevations. There are multi level eaves that end 

abruptly. The generous porch across the front, and partially on the north side, 

has a cocoon-like enclosure faced in tongue and groove, with Romanesque arch 

openings. The railings between the arches are of the diamond pattern to match 

the upper sash windows. 

The front door enters into a large square living room that has a corner wood 

burning fireplace. All the downstairs rooms have extensive walnut wainscoting. 

Much interior wood was a trade-mark of Louis Weinman, who designed houses at this 

period of time in this southside location. The original gas light fixtures 

throughout the house have been converted to electricity. All the doors in the 

house have transoms. 

1 



A room between the living room and dining room contains a magnificent 

staircase. The balustrade is made of walnut scrolls. Opposite the stairs is a 

deacon's bench made onto the wall. All this is similar in design to the 

William Reeve house, a few blocks away on Hemphill, whose architect was 

Louis Weinman. The one bath to the house is off this room. The bath fixtures 

are originals, with a tub on legs and a corner sink. The impressive staircase 

leads to two small bedrooms at the upstairs front of the house. The large attic 

is walled off with no entry. 

On December 22, 1903 P.M. DeVitt bought lots 1 and 2 in block 3 of the 

Goldsmith's subdivision of the W.P. Patillo addition from Charles M. Brown and 

2 
his wife, Laura N. Brown, for $4,000. Charles Brown had bought lots 1 and 2 

3 
from J.W. Goldsmith for $550. There was a mechanics and material man's lien on 

lot 2 in block 3 to secure a debt for $1,500 dated October 14, 1902 in favor of 

4 
C.V. Kilgore and assigned to the National Loan and Investment Company. 

In 1908 no house was listed in the Fort Worth city directory for 1634 South 

5 
Jennings, which was lot 2, but by 1909 DeVitt was residing at 1634 South Jennings; 

6 
his office was at 309 Fort Worth National Bank Building. 

On May 17, 1910 the Texas Bitulithic Company paved in front of lots 1 and 2 

in block 3 on Jennings Avenue. P.M. DeVitt, who .owned these lots was given a 

release of a mechanic Lien dated September 26, 1912 for $99.04 with 7% interest 

7 
amounting to $102.32. 

On January 11, 1912 P.M. DeVitt and his wife, Jessie M. DeVitt sold lot 2 

in block 3 to B.E. Henwood for $7,000. The DeVitts then moved into the house 

next door to the south on lot 1 block 3. Neighbors said the reason for the 

DeVitts moving was because of the screams of children being beaten in the house 

9 
to the north of them. 

On June 3, 1912 B.E. Henwood and .his wife, Susan H. Henwood sold the house 

on lot 2 block 3 to Ed Lysaght for $3,500 and one promissory note of $2,000 
10 

payable to Joe Poythress. On June 7, 1913 Ed. H. Lysaght and his wife, 

-2-



Jannie Lysaght sold the property to Dorothy Tomlinson for $5,500 and the 

assumption of the promissory note for $2,000 payable to Joe Poythress. She 

11 
paid $3,500 cash. On March 5, 1912 the $2,000 note payable to Joe Poythress 

12 
was transfered to L. Gordon on a transfer of a Vendors Lien. 

On December 23, 1914 Ed. H. Lysaght paid L. Gordon $2,080. Mr. Gordon 
13 

acknowledged it and the Vendor's Lien was canceled. On September 27, 1915 

there was a release of the Vendor's Lien from Ed. H. Lysaght to B.E. Henwood 

for $2,000 at 10% payable to Joe Poythress dated September 28, 1913. 

14 
Joe Poythress acknowledged receiving $2,000 with interest from L. Gordon. 

On August 12, 1919 Dorothy M. Tomlinson made out a Deed of Trust to J.S. McCall 

on the property for $500 with B.H. Martin, Trustee. She agreed to pay $50 on 
15 

monthly installments at 10% payable semi-annually. On November 25, 1919 

Dorothy M. Tomlinson was granted a divorce from Frank Tomlinson. She was 
16 

awarded the house and household furniture as her own separate property. On 

August 14, 1923 J.S. McCall gave a release of a Deed of Trust to Dorothy Tomlinson 
17 

when she made her last payment to the Trustee, B.H. Martin. On September 21, 1923 

Dorothy M. Tomlinson, a feme sole, made a Deed of Trust to Lucy L. Collier, a feme 

sole for $1,000 at 8% interest with T.R. James, Trustee payable at the Texas 

National Bank in Fort Worth. It was payable in eighteen months from the date with 
18 

the Deed of Trust lien on the house at lot 2 block 3. On September 1, 1925 

Lucy L. Collier cancelled the Deed of Trust with Dorothy Tomlinson, since the 

19 
note was paid in full. On September 3, 1925 Dorothy Tomlinson borrowed $1,500 

at 8% payable semiannually and due in three years from Lucy L. Collier, Beneficiary 

20 
and T.R. James, Trustee. On June 7, 1928 Lucy L. Collier released the Deed of 

21 
Trust on the house upon payment from Dorothy Tomlinson. 

On June 4, 1928 Mrs. Tomlinson sold the house to R.L. Dyer for $2,750. He 

paid $950 cash and gave a promissory note of $1,800 at 8% payable semi-annually 

and due in three years to Nellie M. Parker, wife of T.J. Parker, with 

22 
T.R. James, Trustee. Dorothy Tomlinson had lived in the house from 1914 

23 
until 1928. 

-3-



On June 3, 1933 R.L. Dyer and his wife, Mary Dyer received $5 from 

Nellie M. Parker, wife of T.J. Parker of Los Angeles County, Los Angeles, 

California, and the cancellation of the Vendor's Lien note dated June 4, 1928 
24 

for $1,800 at 8%. The property was taken subject to all outstanding taxes. 

On August 31, 1933 the property was described as the east 50 by 124½ feet of 

lot No. 2 in block no. 3, Goldsmith Subdivision of the W.P. Patillo Addition 

to Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas. The state and county taxes were 

delinquent for 1930, 1931 and 1932. The city taxes were delinquent for the 
25 

last half of 1930 and all of 1931. They had been paid for 1932. R.L. Dyer 

and his wife, Mary Dyer lived in the house from 1928 until 1933. 
26 

On September 8, 1933 Nellie M. Parker and her husband, T.J. Parker 

conveyed the property to W.J. Meggs of Fort Worth, Texas for the consideration 

of $1,000 cash. 

C 1 . f . 27 a 1 orn1a. 

This was notarized by the Notary Public in Los Angeles County, 

On December 29, 1933 W.J. Meggs and his wife, Sarah Meggs sold 

the property to Fannie Lee Logan, wife of P.C. Logan. She bought the house out 
28 

of her own separate funds for $1,295 cash. On October 29, 1957 Fannie Lee Logan 

died at the age of 73. She left her grandson, Herby Lee Kemp $1,000 cash. The 
29 

remainder of the estate she left to her husband, P.C. Logan, Sr. The house 

was appraised at $5,000 and was her separate estate. She also left the house 

30 
to her husband. 

On April 23, 1958 P.C. Logan, Sr. died at age 74. He left a daughter, 

Mary Jean Johns of Fort Worth and a son, P.C. Logan, Jr. of Baton Rouge, 
31 

Louisiana. Herby Lee Kemp was 19 years old and the son of Mrs. Mary Jean Johns. 

The house was appraised at $8,000 and divided between Mrs. Jean Johns, a widow, 

32 
and P.C. Logan, Jr. and his wife, Jean Logan. On April 19, 1960 

Mrs. Jean Johns and Mr. and Mrs. P.C. Logan, Jr. sold the house to E.L. Duke and 
33 

his wife, Frances Duke for $10 and a cash consideration. 

On March 2, 1961 Cyrus D. Master and his wife, Aurora M. Master paid $6,000 

for the house. They gave $200 cash and a promissory note for $5,800 payable to 

-4-



E.L. Duke at 6%. $65 a month was to be paid beginning the first day of 
34 

April, 1961 and each month until the amount was fully paid. On July 31, 1975 

Cyrus D. Master sold his interest in the house to Aurora M. Master for $10. 

This was in a divorce settlement, the attorney being Jack H. Garrett, 4920 Belknap, 
35 

Fort Worth, Texas. Mr. Master is employed at Ling-Temco-Vaught. 

L.B. Weinman, possibly the architect for the DeVitt House, began an 

architectural business in Fort Worth in 1895. He designed buildings that were 

important downtown landmarks and many early day homes. He died in 1945 at the 

36 
age of 78. 

Phillip M. DeVitt, first owner of the house, was born in Cleveland, Ohio on 

November 5, 1854. The family moved to Washington D.C. where he was educated. 

He was a page in the House of Representatives and was later a clerk in the War 

Department. With a desire to go to Texas, he took a supply train to McCullock 

County, Texas in 1877 to begin sheep raising. In 1882 he moved his herd to the 

plains country, now Howard and Midland counties. His herd of 25,000 sheep was 

one of the largest in the State. In 1893 he came to Fort Worth and was employed 

37 
by the Fort Worth Livestock Commission Company. In 1908 he had a house built 

at 1634 South Jennings Avenue. During this time he was involved in the buying 
38 

and selling of land in Fort Worth. In 1914 Mr. DeVitt was President of the 

Petrolia Land Company and President of the Fort Worth Auto Supply Company. At 

39 
this time he lived at 500 Taylor Street. In 1936 he lived at 3816 Tulsa Way 

40 
and was in real estate. 

41 
On September 20, 1937 Mr. DeVitt died at the age of 83. Funeral services 

were conducted by Reverand Louis F. Martin, rector of Saint Andrew's Episcopal 

Church at Harveston and Cole Funeral Chapel at 5 P.M. September 21, 1937. 

42 
Burial was at sundown 6:29 P.M. in Greenwood Cemetery. 

-5-
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56. 1329 Hurley Avenue 
SHD(NR) 

Harding House 

Built for W.F. Harding around 1910, this small wood-frciPlle house is 
unusual for its interlocking gambrel roofs; the accentuated eaves create 
a "bonnet" effect. ' It is located in a neighborhood of similarly aged 
residences. 

57. 1717 Hurley Avenue 
SHD(NR) 

Naylor-Moses House Co 1911 

A two-story gabled house, stucco on a wood frame, with applied half 
timbering. A two story gabled portico has squat columns with exaggerated 
Ionic capitals. Both upper and lower porches have been enclosed and 
asbestos siding applied to the ground floor. The house was built around 
1911 for John Naylor, a ranchman. Wolff Moses, a shoemaker, purchased 
the property in 1919. It remained in the Moses family until 1948. 

58. 1725 Hurley Avenue 
SHD(NR) 

McCormack House Co 1912 

This small gabled wood-frame house is symmetrically planned with .gabled 
side bays and full hipped porch supported by boxed paneled posts. The 
gable ends are recessed and clad with ornamental shin~les. The house was 
built about 1912 and first resided in by R. Otis McCormack, then 
secretary of the Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce,and secretary and traffic 
manager of the Fort Worth Freight Bureau. 

59. 1634 S Jennings Avenue 
NR 

DeVitt House Co 1909 

Vigorously composed of jagged elements and completely sheathed in a skin 
of decorative shingles, this two-story residence was built around 1909 
for Phillip M. DeVitt, president of Petrolia Land Co., vice president of 
Trinity Heights Land Co., managing agent of the South Side Land Co., and 
president of Simmons Auto Co. The house is a remarkable compostion; 
unfortunately, the architect's identity has not been discovered. It 
appears to be eligible for the National Register for its architectural 
qualities. ; 

60. 1638 S Jennings Avenue DeVitt-Evatt House Co 1910 

A one-story wood-frame house, rectangular in plan, with hip roof and full 
recessed porch supported by piers of concrete block which simulate 
quarry-faced stone. An attic dormer over the porch has a Missionesque 
parapet. The windows are unusual, grouped in deep-set panels which 
incorporate transoms. The house was built around 1910 for Phillip M. 
DeVitt, a real estate developer (see C59)~ DeVitt moved here from the 
house next door and stayed several years. After going through several 
owners, the house was purchased in 1918 by c.c. Evatt, a restaurant 
owner. The house remained in the Evatt family until 1977. It is a fine 
example of a recurring house type of the period. 



!Jf_YJTT IIOUSl 

'R e/.J eaA.ch ed b ff 

Rui:h I? ei.xe/L S :tone 
# J (]w/.i e C ol!{!M 

Fo /12. /J·o /d:/1., 7 exw.J 

76 110 

Th.e DeVi..:ti. /¥; ,/.ie i/.J loc.cd.ed a.i-. 16]4 Soul.A ; ~ Avenue. ~ 

<2.pnpo/.J ed ot i ag,[}ed elemen:u.i and completelfl- /.Jh.ecdh. ed in a /.Jk.in o/ deco/1.:.·JJ...v e 

/.J 1m;1le/.J , / __ 1 i,,J i:Jl.}(J - /.J /017..y /UVJuLen.ce, /.J b -; j ,t · //.J.Jw1/ 1f}('9 /017.. J)/,_;j JJ.p In. De

Vi..:tt, f 17.."/.iident oi: 'Pe:uwliCL Luru:! [o,-t;~ ~ f' /1.. r:'/Ji c'eni:. o/ //U./l)_;ff/ l!ri-r;hi/.i 

LaJld 1~ ~ , r;;;:t,nm r a· ->Ju ot i:Ae Soui:h. Side Land ro~·:fA';;Ji., n/1.e/.Jident o 1' Simm-
v <l f v v ~ f-

Ofl../.J Auto [o<1~e Mll/.Je i/.J a /1. ema.Mable compo/.Ji:j.onj _wi~-f _, ~ fh.e a//.ck~1 /f 

i_i:.ed 1/.J iderddff M/2 noi:. been di/.J wve/Led. ~ e~#;;; t~ b~ e 

N cdi.o na1 '/, ~i:.e/L /o 17.. i_i/.i a/1.ckliec:avwl Cf-lalliie/.J . 1 

7 Ae O e V di. Ao 11/.J e i/.J a /.J ,Wlflle /.Jtfl-1 e 1 /l.a/1.e ,1:.n_ Fo /12. ~/o /1.i:.h. Ji:. /2.a,CJ co n:l i.n.

o 11/.J wood /.J~e/.J o I fM h. /.J cale de/.Ji[Jn. . Old neu;;Abo/1./.J 1 now g,one, :tol d i:Ae 

p:~ ~'!'}-e/1._ tjie cedaA. /.J ,U ng},e/.J fi.ad. /l.err1ain.ed wi,pain.ted p11, !feaM . _) 

~ - A /.Jt eepl fl- pd ched /1.J.J O / [J-LVe/.J 11,,L/.,e :to tli.e d.o~pum:l-~ :tlwi:. tl.M a 

le/.J /.J e/L [Jab.le beneai:A d. The M U/.J e AM CAO/.J/.J i able/.J will a Aipped dolllne/1. 

:to i:Ae /.Joui:h.. lh.e noll.iA ha./.J a /.JVU.. et>' ot f!Ci.ble/.J at VCUU.O ll/.J elevcdi.oM. The/Le 

a/1.e multi l evel eave/./ th.at end atJ/Ul tlu. ·-::> 
Cf;,_;;;,,_~-:_. po;,_c/t a CIW44 ±Ae f,wnt, an.cl pwvliaily, on iAe no~ i.d';, Acu, 

a cowon-J....i.J?.e enclo/.Jwz.e /.aced in i.ong,ue and f!M OV ~ wi_th._ 'Romane/.J<f-le CJ.11,ch open-

~ . The ~~ b eiween iJie a/1.d ie/.J CJ.11,e of :tli.e d.i....amond pa.J:;te/1.n :f.o mat.ch 

t/ie uppe/L /.JMh window/.J . 

TA e pwnt do O 11, entel'L/.J in.in a lwu;e /.J f,LCIA.e liv ~ om :tlw.:t ,/2 a./.J a CO/Ule/L 
\ 

wood bl1.ll.lU..l1fJ /)Aepl ace. All th..e d.owM~ .vl./.J 11,00m/.J h..ave ex:ten/.Ji_ve walnu.;t 

wa.iJv.J w ting,. /11ud-i. inte/L,L0/1. wood WM a uade-maA./4 ot Lo lll/.J {1,;'eJ..nman, wh.o de-
• ,tlv.#' 

/.Ji[Jn.ed M U/.J e/.J at iJU./.J pvu..od at h.me cJ{ff Jo ui:h./.Ji_de lo cation. ------'i 
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Th.e o~ fjG-/2 1.i..g)i:t pxi:.WL<?/.j .t/,JW ur;Ji.-o u;t ih.e h.o U/.J e h.av e been c.onv vd.

ed. to elechu...cl.-t1t. Ail ih.e d.ooM i..n /.:ii.e Ml.1/.Je h.ave i:A.mv.iorM. o 

A Mom be;a.oeen the LvviJwom and duUJl9(_Wom c.o~ a mag,n.i-/i_ceni. 

/.J:f.ai.A_C£1/.Je. Th.e ball.1/.Jhw.d.e i../.i made o/ walnu;t /.JCAOW . Oppa/.Jue ih.e 4Z:G.Vl./.J 

L/.J a ea con 1/.J bench. made on.....io ih.e wail. Ail ~ i../.i /.Jimi.J..alt i..n d.<?/.j-4Jn- ;fo 

.th.e l)/i.11i.am '/ eeve·~ Ml.1/.Je, a /ew bloclv.; ~ n flemphm, wlw/.Je aA.ch.dec:f.. 

WM Loui../.J Wei.nman. Th.e. one baih. to ih.e ,~oU/.Je i../.i o/ / i:kw Mom. Th.e baih. 

(-ixi.uA..<?/.j aA.e o · · ~, wliJi a .tub on 1~ an,·: a ~ - ~!:!1b-./ 

-h.e i.mp1L<?/.j/.Ji..ve /.Jiai.A..c.a✓.je l e~ to :two /.Jmail bed.MorM ai:. ih.e up/.Ji:a.i...Jz4 

pw n.t o / ih.e /-.c0 U/.J e . Th.e laru; e a:/:;li__c i../.J wail ed. o // wi_fh. no enhu;f.. 

ec.embelL 22, 1903 <t. /r} . DeVd.t bou9'lu loiA 1 and 2 i..n blo ch. 3 o/ ih.e 

yo~ 14 /.Jubd.i..vi../.ii..on o/ J:/1. e W. ?. ?a.ti..11o addu:ion pwm [h.cvJ.e/.J /Ii. BMwn 

nd. I L B .P ,-, , z,. a Ai../.i wi_,_e, aWUL N. IWWn) f-D IL 1''-f,000. 'Uewsi:--pa;.tct-~~1/.jf}-O'J:Zft1cetrtd-. 

'EM <1 um ad e. Deed o # I/Ul/.J~ 7'1o.u=em=l=1 e:.aa--L-,,___,,~..- ~,_.,...f..--J.1-.r'V"'""'.frrr:~m.nal 

$-1-,-59(:)-, and_...,,,.,...,..'"'-le 

r- $1-31.j ea~ 

iA-- -n:e:;-.ttwo and :ducee !feaM /te/.Jf€£,U.~-8%-p an.ruiin anil.exe:crct..ef:i 1ip 
- e/.J and LalVlil-f.r,;-;=~ ;;-1-;;c-#:--t---k-l~~.==-~ 

.... 
-< 

).1 [lwAleA l3Mwn h.ad. boug)d:. loiA 1 and 2 fm;m J. W. yoldtinu.i.h. /olL $550-: 

fj/,1-12.JO o / J)ie a; ,w ttrd. tt,'Cb~ ev i..deR;eed by f:i~6~e:e=Jp~7W~~-~1!!-JJ-_~'tif:£'4-("7' 

~------
Th.e1Le WM a mech_ani_CA aru:L mai:.~ man 1/.J Len on lot. 2 i..n blo ch. 3 to 

/.JeCU/Le a d.ebi:. (olL $ 1,500 d.ai:.ed. Oci:.obe1L 1L1, 1902 m f-avolL o/ [. V. l<~ILe 

and. Q./.J/.JllJned. ;fo i:Ae Nai:.i..onal l oan and. Jnv<?/.jimeni. ( on. ,panu. 4~ JI. 
7 - tJ -:~r . J ~ t;t,,,._,__, 1-~ UJ~ ., °:"'.I-' tJ~ 

,<,,Vr:l-4Y ~ .£t'-: - . ,- ~ I I . 5 
J'n 1908 no MU/.Je lwd been o~ 16]4 Sou:tA Jer1lli..ruµ1u.i/Li.ch. Wa/.J ,W:t.3 
~ 1909 DeV.i,;U WM 1uv,~ 16]4 5ouih. Jer1Jli..ruµ;-f h,i.,, o/fi,ce wcu., 

at. 309 FolLi:. /J.JolLi:A !Vai:.i..onal Bcmh 13~. 6 
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iaif- 17, 1910 ih.e lexa/.J B~c Compan!f- paved i..n. (Anni:. o/ lo;;(/.) 1 and 

2 i..n. block. J on JeJ1J'U.flfj/.> Avenue. ?. ii1 . OeVi.±1:., wiw owned ih.e/.Je lo;;(/.) WM 

g,i.ven a /ldeM e o / a mech.an.,;_c Li.en da;ted S epi.emb vz. 26, 1912 /o/l. E 99. 04 

w i...i..li 7 % .i.Ju-.e/te/.J i. amo un.::tiJuJ i.o $ 10 2 . J 2. 7 
(!'V'--

Janu.CIA.!f 11, 1912 ?. /ti . DeVi.±1:. and hM wi../e, j e/.J/.Ji.e /11. DeVi.±1:. /.Jold. lot. 2 

i.n blo ck. 3 t.o B. t llenwood. fO /l S7. ooo. 
/l /.J /t J/;2, (JSJJL pa -

w.i:,:(,h_ 10?6 iJdeJres~ 7.w holl/.J e W<M on a lot 50 f-eet bff 

II Venue: l:fe;_~ -:i:J:f-mrrr.-mm;i.nn:;in:c;;--tt;#::-e,t--& I W U::- -4~<3 

124-f / eei:. on ;1eJ1J'U.flfj/.> 

-kl~wez, i line o / 

, e Zii:teJW 2 cli:.urr:-&/- th e W~--riii.e. of J<mr1:
'Jlww)_J_ eJ.., w ,i._i_A 

. 'wLth. lh.e: 
Avenue 50 / eei:.; ih.ence M::t pwwlleL w,i._i_A ih.e Noll.i:.A 

124-f • e ( e/.J::t lui.e o/ 

· Av ence SouiA w'e/.J::t lui.e / venue 50 / eet 

:to i.lz.e pl.a e o / b (la et AM /.Ji..n. /l.enam ed Allen ve-

ue) . / 

7/2.e OeVU;;(/.J ~ ed i..n.in ih.e hoU/.J e nex:t d.oo/l. :to ih.e /.Jouih. on lo::t 1 6lock. J .:> 
q~~ai..d. ::th..e /leMon p Yl, ::th..e OeVJ...l:;:/:/2 movirzg, wa/.J becaU/.Je o/ ::th..e 

/.J C/l..eam/.J of- duJ.dJz.en b~ be.at.en i.n i:ii.e hoU/.J e :to ::th..e no/l.::th.. o/ :th.em. 9 
~ 

June ] , 1912 B. f_,. !lenwood. and ,lu...!; wile, SU/.Jan II. llenwood. /.Jold. ih.e tw ll/.Je 

on lo::t 2 block. J :to f.,d. l ~a.g,A:t /o/l. $],500 and one pMfn-L/.J/.JO/l.ff no::te o/ $2,000 

pafj,Qble :to -{jQg,__fu~-1-~ 
~ 

<---- --..June 7, 191 J [d. . II. LJJ(Ja~ and lu./.J wi-(e, )cmni..e l 'JAGf'Jd. /.Jold. ih.e pMp-

vz.i:.y. i.o DoMih.1f- lonui.rv.,on};i, 500 and ::th..e M/.Jumpii.on o / J-h.e pMmi/.J/.J0/1.Jj noi:.e 

/_o /l. :::_oo ~ uLVJ,_,. S~e paid f1-_, 5o~ _cnji~-J 1 

7 /I a/tch. 5, 1912 ih.e $2,000 no::te pafj,O,Dle i.o Joe rpo~e/.J/.J WM maM/-vz.ed 

:to L. <;jomlon on a Vl.C1JVJ /-€/i.. o / a V End.a M Li.en. 12 



~ 
DecembeA. 2], 1914 [d. II. Lf!Aag}i:t paid L. yoM.on $2,080. /1)/l.. yomlon ac-

know}ed i-f::. ~ :tAe V e.ndo/l. 1/.J Li.en WQ/2 qm.celed. 1 J 
w- ~ ~e>---
'5ep:tern6 eA. 27, 1915 /l.eJ._eCJ./.Je o~endo/l. 1/.J Li.en /Jwm 6L II. L!f/.Ja~ :to 

B. [ . llenwood /o/l. $2,000 at. 10% pa!Jf1-61e :to Joe 'Po!J-ilvz-e/.J/.J dat.ed 5 epi.emb eA. 28, 

1913. Joe ?ofPNZ-e/.J/.J admowledg.ed /l.ecei._vmg, $21 000 wii:h_ i.Ju:.Vte<Ji. pwm L. 

>~n~!£ 
~f:;_U/.J:t 12, 1919 Do1W:th1f /11. Tornli..n✓.:J on made ot.d. a Deed o/ l/l.U/.Ji. :to J. 5. 

ftJc(,ali on t.h.e p!Wpvz.:iy. /o/l. $500 wii:h_ B. II. f)}GA.ii..n, l/l.U/.Ji.ee, SAe a[f/l.eed :to 

pa!f $50 on moni.hl!f in./.J:tall.menv.i at. 10% pa 15 
~ -

- No vern6 Vt 25, 1919 Do1Wi:h.!f /1). Tornli..n✓.:Jon Wa/.J g;w.n:ied a di_vo/l.ce pwm hw.nk, 

Tomlin./.Jom . 5 h.e WQ/2 m1Jcuzd..ed i:h.e ho U/.J e and lw U/.J eAold f-wz,'1i,twz.e Q/2 h.eA. own 
-- ~ UiD -epcuw.:te p!W pvu!f • · 

~ 

· A~:t 14, 1923 J. 5 . /l}c(,a11 9-ave a /l.eleM e o/ a Deed o/ l/l.U/.J:t :to DolW:th.!f 

To~on wh,en /.Jh.e made h.eA._ 1M:t pafjJTlen:t ,w :tAe 7 /l.U/.JZee, B . . fl._f!.!~ . _ _/3 
~ 

c____ S ep:temb e/l.. 21, 1923 D01Wi.h.!f !'1. Tornli..n✓.:Jon, a /eme /.Jole, made a Deed of-

7 /l.U/.Ji. :to Lue1; L. ColLi..eA., a f-em e -1ole /o/l. $1, 000 at. 8% in:te11..e/.J:t w.i..i:h. l . 'R. 

Jame/.J1 T,,u.v.dee pa!Jfl-ble at. i:h.e lexM lv'ah...onal Banh. in Fo/l.i UJo/l.l:)1-. J:t WCUJ 

pafjfl-ble in ei_g}J.een moni:h.-1 pwm_ 1/1-e dxl:.e wi_;t/i_ i:h.e Deed o/ l/l.U/.J:t lien on 

ih.e lw lL/.J e at. lo :t z-610 ±--<)---LU'--__. 

~ 
5 ep:tem6 Vl. 1, 1925 Lucy, L. ( olLi..e/l.. cancelled i)ie Deed o / l /l.U/.JZ w.i_;f_/2_ Oo/l.-
~ 

o~ Tomli.Man ~~a.id in ,{µLL. J 
r er----

- Sepi.emb eA. J, 1925 D01Wi.h.!f Tomli.Mon Do/1./Wwed $1,500 at. 8% payable /.Jemi.-

anrw.all11 and due in ~ee !feaM pwm LuCJj L. ColLi..eA., BeILe{-ici.a/l.!f and 7. 'R. 
- . ~ ;Jam e<J, I /l.U/.Ji.ee . 

(___ r::;, 7, 1928 Lucy, L. ColLi..e/l.. /l.eleMed t.h.e /Jeed o/ l/l.U/.J:t on ;f}ie h..oll/.Je 

upon pajjllleni. pwm D01W:fh.:; TomLuwon. 21 

j:;:e 4, 1928 ftlM . Tomli.Mon /.Jold t ite MU/.J e ;f.o 7<. L. Dt1.Vl. /o /l. /2,750. lie 

?aid $ 950 c.a/.Jh. and g.ave a p/l.OllU./.J/.JO/l.fj, rw:te of- !J 1, 800 at. 8% pa11able /.J eni..-annu

aJ.j_!f and due in #J7..ee y.eaM :to 1 'elli.e 1) . PaM. eA.1 wi /e o/ l . J. ?GA.k.eA., w.i_;f_/2_ 
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l. t?. Jame:, J.~ 
r olt.l2l:Ag, !lbrn.1.i.n.Mn had lived i..n t-h.e h.oUAe /.Mm 1914 wi:lil. 1928. 23 
/Jy'--
-:Jun..e 3, 1933 t?. L. [)!fell. a.nd hi4 wi-./e, ftla./UJ fJ!f-ell. 1tecei..ved $5 (Aom-1 Nelli.e 

fl]. 'PMh.e1t, wi..f-e of- T. !I. PaA.h.e1t o!- lo.t,J Aflflel..ed Coun.i:.!f, Lo:4 Arl1J,el..etJ, z[al.i..f-

ohJl.i.a, and i:h.e c.ancel..lai:i.on. of- ilie Vendo1t ,_,.,, Li.en noi.e da:tJ✓ :Jun..e 4, 1928 

fi)/1.. $1,800 a:t 8%. The pMp~ llY'JA :to.ken 4uD,jed :to_ al.1 au.:ld~ ioxv.,. ,211.. 
er,/'--

~'A~ i. ]1, 1933 .th.e p1WpeAi.!f l.lXL(J de4c.Ai.heJ. M .th.e eaA:f. 50 b!I- 124f /ee:l. 

o/. lot. No . 2 i.n block no . J, ~~ Sulxli.vi.Ai.on of e W. 'P •. <Jai:iJ.lo 

Ad.dliJ.on :to Fold:, Wvl'L'"I.A, laA/UJJ'li:. Coun;i!f, lex.GA. The _,.,,ia:l.e and. cotm.i.ff :l:.ax.v., 

we1te del..i.nq,uent. /o1t. 19)0, 1931 and 19]2. lh.e cLi.!J- in.xe:, Welle del..i.nqueni /o1t 

:llte la.at. Aal/ o/ 1930 and all o/. 19]1. Tlie!f had been paid ?Jll 1932 • . 25 ~ 

/ 'R. l. /)JfeA and w wi./-e, /fall.ff DfleA.. li..ved. i.n. :the iwu✓.1e {,Mm 1928 wdiJ./ 

1933. ;)) . 
(f'f'-
Se.pi.e.rnbeA.. 8, 1933 Nell.i..e Pt. f><JAh.e1t <Utd h.eA h.UAba.nd, 7. J. 7JaAk.e11. om-

ve.v,ed tlie pttopeA.tv, io W. J. lnew4 o/- {old:, Woll.ih., l ex.cJ/.J ~/i. i:h.e coMi.deAIWion. 

o/ $1,(){X} ca6h.. lh.L,., Wa4 Mioll.i..jed. h!I- tlie No.twt!I Public i.n. lo-6 An.g,el..e✓., 

Coun:tv-, Ca11.Jo~ 
< __ fJ'::' 

Oecembe11. 29, 1933 _W. J. In~ and hl.4 wi./e, SOA.a.Ji In~ -601.d i:h.e ptwpelU:.LJ 

i.o fa.rmi..e Lee Lo!j011-, wi./e o/ 1. C- lof1P11-. Sh.e hot# ilte hott.,1e oui. o/ liM 
. 28 . 

o/un ~ e •l.LJLU.Jr-m;~./_~ 

r --~ctob ell. 29, 1957 Fanni.e lee lo[FL d.i.ed <Lt i:h.e <L9-e o /. 7 3. S h.e Leµ lie11. 

~n, HeA.bv Lee Kt?Jnp $1,000 c.a4Ji • . Tlie A.emai.Jbvz. o/ :tlie et>ia:l.e ~h.e Leµ 

i.o h.eA. h.UtJ~c:-'ul., 'P. [. logmi,_ S1t. 29 . lh..e MU/.Je l.lXL(J app/ULi.:tied ax. $5,000 and 

WM h.e11. ~epcvta.i.e e:,i.t:d.e. 5h.e a,l✓.,o lept i:lte h.otMe io hM luu,bamL JO - .. · ... K 
~plti.1 2], 1958 'P. C. lo9-on., S1t. di_ed a;t 74. lie Leµ a daw;A:te1t, frlaJUJ 

. . . 

:Je.an. :Johrv., o / FoA.t Wold.h. arui a -60n.1 f>. C LQ[)Oll, :}1t.. o t &don ~ llfle, IZb ul..4-

i..o.nn.. lletd,v Lee Ke.mp UJa/.J 19 !fea/UJ ol.d. and :tlie .6on ot ft1M. /T)aA!f Je.i:m. :JoliM. 31 

~Tlie how.,e WOA app!ULi.Jed a:l $8, (J(X) md di.vi.Jed between. fnM. Jean :JoliM, a 

wi.dow and 'P. [. Lo~, j1t. and Ai.A wi.Je, :Jemt lofjPIL. 32 ~ 
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0-Apillil 19, 1960 lnM. 4ean. rJohn4 an.cl. fr11t. · .·~ ft/,. A . ° C L ~ tf• WW. ,..,.J I' • • Ofl,Gfl-, JA-. 4<J1d 

ih.~ lwiu,e io [. L. lJuhe an.cl. Au wi..f-e, F1UU1.cv., !Juhe {n1t $10 an.cl. a cnAh. con-

4i2eA.ah.on. 3 3 

frinaA.dt 2, 1961 Uf/LJM /). /tJMi.eA. an! AL, wi../-~, AUll01ta fl1. PJM:teA. pai.d. $6,(X}{) 

{n1t ih.e /wu✓.,e: lh.ev- gave $200 c.tUJh. and a pMmi.4Mlt!f rwi.e {nil. $5,800 paflOhle 

hJ [ . l. Duhe ~ 6%. Jl!5 a mon:llt IJX14 io be pai..d b~ :fAe ~i. da!f o/

Aplli.1, · 1961 and each. mon:fA un.Ji.1 i:Ae amount. uxu, ful-1.v- pay,.-,, '34 -------..-~ _:::--,-' 

-., ~ !/- 31, 197 5 UfAJ1A /J. /11~1.;;;_ · ~ 1.d hLd i.ni.eA.tMi. i..n :fAe lw LvJ e to AUll01ta 

/tJ . /fJQ,,,Ji.eA /o/l. $ 10. . Tiu,,., uxu, i..n a di..voll.ce 4eJ::t!em~J .th.e a:lio11.n.eff be.i.ruj :Jach 
II. [J<vvtet.t., 4 920 BelA@.p ,_ [oa,,t_Wo..dli,- ~ ~!) 

' -

- ~ It. /11~ ~ i4 ~ ~Zir:t-~-U:~~j 
_:_"?- . B. Weuunan. ;1~ an. aA.chi.:tedual bMJ.Jt~ J.Jt Fold Woll.it ill. 1895. lie 

deA¼ned b~ th.at. we1te i.mpolLian.i. downtown l.muimaA.M Aaad man:f ewdv, d.av, 

lwmM. He cl.L.,J. ill; 1</45 ~ ~ ! o[!i!:,) er.:' _ 

. ~h.llli.p /11 . OeVLtt}~o,m .in {,Level.and, Ohio Nov,m/,e4 5, 1854. !he f,,m-

i..1v- mo_verl. io WM~n. 0. [ . wh.eA.e Ae uxu, educated.. lie W<M a /X'9-e in.. :fAe 

1/ou✓.,e o/. 'RepA-v.,en.in.iJ..vtv., and uxu, lai.e1t a cleltk. in.. ih.e WaA. Oepwtim~_._ _: ---.. ---· -- - - -- ·····-- --- ------
.. Widh.. a dddi..ll.e io fjP io _ 7 ex<l-41 h.e iook a -6upply, iA.ai.n. io /rlc(,ull.och. Counh,f, 

7 e.x.<L6 in.. 1877 io be.g,i.n. -dh.eep ~- Jn 1882 he moved. hLd h.e;ul. io i:Ae pl.ai..Jv., 

couni.ll.u, now lloW<J.AJl. an.cl. /f}i.dl.mul, OJUflJ.i,,.~. n l{,i,6 h.em/, o/ 25, CXX} dteep uxu, on.e 
· · ~ / 11/1 5 .,,f'--\_ 

o/ i:Ae ~tv.,;f_ in.. ih..e Sia:te. .Jk. (WJRe io Fon.:l Wo/1:llt i..fl i&f;J an.cl. uxu, emplo!fed. 

b!I :the Folti. lVolLilt Li..vv.,ioch. c~-di.on Compan.v.._!!;;7 
.. - --

L Jn 1 <J()8 he h.od a lwU6e !:null ai. 16)4 South. J~ Avenue. Dwz.i.ru; :thi.4 

i.i.me h.e~ i..nvolverj. _i-n-_ ~e bu.!fU'f} wul. 4~ o/- lan.d. 0, _~o~~8 
,,,.,...- -- .-

~-- Jn. 1914 /r]1t. /JeVi..:ll. 1./KL,j 7'1te✓.,M~ o/ ih..e <j}e:twLi.a lwul C'!fflpan.tJ and. 'P1te.di..-

d.eni. o/- i:Ae Foll.i. Wo/1:llt At.do 5upp1v, [ompan.v,. A:l iluA ii.me Ae li..ved at 500 

lagk/l. SiAee:t; l 

(~~n 1936 he li..ved at 3816 lui.Aa Wav an.cl. weu, i..n 1teal~t:a.te. 40 

~ f!JJlbeA. 20, 1937 ft11t. ileVi..ti died. ai. Ei.e Wfe o/- 83. 41 .----- / 
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~-Furu!/L<Ll .deA.v.i.cM Welte c:onducied b!I l?eve,,wnrJ. LouiA F. filaAii.n, 1tecio1t o/ 

Sai..n:t AndA.ew 14 f.puc:opal [luutdt at ll<111.vMi:on and [ole FwieAai.. Chapel at. 5 

'P. 111 . 5 ep:ienh e.tt 21, 1937. Bwu.a1 lJXv.j at -.1UJUWun 6: 29 fJ. /i) . i.n. y1teenwood 

C em et.ell.ff. 42! 



FCKTlNOTt '> 

1 ja~-~I~ (RJ.~ . iJ.' ,· 
k:oT.:ril: 5 wr.ve!I- 'IG1Je 1 ]2, #59. ~ orµ~ ~ 

2 laAA.tJn.:f. Coun:bJ Deed Y?ecoJUI.. &,ok 188, P· 1 ]2. 

3 J6.i.d. 

4 la.ltlUJJti. Couni:,Jf Deed. o/ 7/UUJi. Volume 56, P· JO]. 

5 19(JJ-19()8 Fold Wott:llt CJ..t:v. Di.A.ecfo/l.Jj• 

6; 1909-1910 Fo/d:. Wo/dh. Ci..:f.v. Di.AecfolUJ• 

7 lG/l/llJ.f'l.i. (,vwi:tg, Deed. 'R.ec.o;u/. Book 366, p~ 175. 

8 laA./Ul.lti:. (,oww.; /Jeed YlecoM &ok. Jr?, 105. 

fJ Awto1ta /rtMi.eAA. 

fO 7Q.IVlaJ1.,f. Couni.v, Deed r?ecomi. Book 357, p .. 413. 

11 T<.UVU1.l7.i. Coun;lJf Deed Y?ecoJUi Book. 418, P· 144. 

12 laAIUlll.t (,ouni:,fl Oeed Ylec.om:l. &oh 402, p. 549. 

13 l<Llt.ll£1J'Li. (_pu.ntJf !Jeed Ylec.ollfl &ok 1/-1/2, P· 515. 

14 /<Llt.ll£1J'Li. (,oun..:fv. DeeJ tj(_eco,UAU<..-,o& Jr?, P· 105. 

15 laA/UlflX. Cot.UthJ Oeed of. !/UUJi. Book 150, p .. 1]1 . 

16 67 Ov.d/u .. ct [owi.t. frJi.n.Jde.d Book B-7, P· 451, #4 9996. 

17 7?elem.J!'1i'. o/ DeeJ o/. 7/UUJi. Fi.le #24562..1(. 

18 l~ Couni:.v DeeJ 0:/ l1UUJt:. Book 209, p .. 599. 

19 ltLttAard Coun.J:.v. Deed 'R.ecn;uJ, Book. 889, P·· 194. 

20 7<1/l/l,(Jft;f_ [ou.rdv, Deed o/. l1ULat:. Book. 258, P· 2/. 

ZP la.lUUllti. Cou.n.i.11 Oe 'Recolfli Book. 1022, P· 562. 

22 la.AAaJ'd. Col.l.lLiff Deed o/ l11.1.14f. Book 259, P· 1,61. 



23 1914-1928 Fold:. Wold},_ Cil!f /Ji.A.ecio1t!f• 

24 T<1Alliirl.i. Count.!/- Deed Y?eco;uJ, Book 1196, P• 2(]"/. 

25 Home Ab.d:uw.d Compa.n.v, Ab.dhw.d #63076, Celdi..f.i..cate #1004-7. 

26 1928-1933 Folvi Wo/d.A CU!I lJ.i.A..ecioA.V,. 

Zl l<l/l/Ulfl,;{:_ Coun.:tJ; Deed Y?eco;ul_ Book 1211, P• 15. 

28 T<l/l/Ulfl,;{:_ Co~ Deed Y?ecoM Volume 1211, P· 221. 

29 /rJi.nu:f.v., o/. rpMbcde Cvwz.:t Book 380, P• 6:jJ, #z;509. 

JO Jnveni.oll.!f o/ App!UU.4eme.ni. Volune 383, P• 297, #z;509. 

31 /t}i.tudv., o/ 1)Mbcde Cowz.:t Volune 390, pl 155, #28055. 

32 la/l./U1J1..i:. Coun.:lJI lJeed. 'Rea,;ul_ Volume 3435, p. 17 • 

33 7<1Nlard:. Coun.i.!f Deed Y?eco;uJ, Volume 3435, P· 173. 

31/ . T<l/l/Ulfl,;{:_ [vun.:l!f [)eed. 'i?ecoJUI. Vo-lune 3537, P• 373. 

35 Ta/l./U1J1..i:. CowtiJJ Oe~ Y?ea,;ul_ Volume 5951, P· 58. 

36 Fold Wold},_ Siwt.-leleg,wm frlo~ ldi..:ti.on, ~~.t 15, 1945, Section 2, p. 9. 

37 Foll..i Wo/U:h. Siwt.-Tele.t)MRl lr1olllUJt9, [du:i.on, Sep.tembett 21, 1937, Secii.nn 2, p. 1. 

3{/. 7 cvvuzn,i. CounJ.v L ego1 ~cti.onA Jrul.exv., . 

39 1914 Fold Wo!U:h. Ci..4, lJi.A.ec:folUJ. 

40 1936-1917 Fold Woll.it CilJI /J.i.A..ec:folUJ· 

41 1937- 19]8 Fold Woll.it [li..l; Di.A.ec:fo1t.J1· 

42 Fold Woll.it Si:wt-lel.~ {y~ f..d.i.:ii.Jn, Sep.tembe1t. 21, 1937, fX19-e 21. 
. . .. . .. . . . 



Folti. v.uli [1-tf; O.ur.eciolLi.e.i,. 

F aid /1.Joldl,_ 51.aA-7 eleg!UlRl. 

llome Ah4hu:Lct Companv,. 

B:JBL!XY;fV(N/1 

f>~, l fnli.<!A.40n and. lwtrtbul.1, !lnOJJtfJOA.ai.ed., ]64 Bud,, 5:bt.~et, San F1UULcuco, 
. CallfolVWL 94104. 

i<VI.IUUl.i. [oun:fv. l~ 'RecolllLd: Ab4i:A.a.ci., OeeP. 'Aeco~, 67 lJu:bu..c:t (owti. 
/ni.n.u.i.e-4 ~ . . . 

7 el.e.phon.e: 9::£-9196. 
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CURTIS TUNNELL 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 12276 

June 11, 1985 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 

Duane Gage 
TCJC NE Campus 
828 Harwood Road 
Hurst, TX 76054 

RE: DEVITT HOUSE 
1611 x 1211 Building Marker without Post 

Dear Mr. Gage: 

This letter is to notify you that we have received the above referenced 
marker application. 

(512) 475-3092 

The application first will be reviewed and evaluated by the Texas Historical 
Commission staff. Should additional information be needed, you will be con
tacted. After any deficiencies have been corrected, copies of the application 
will be sent to the members of the State Marker Committee, who will make the 
final determination of the topic's acceptability for marking. 

You will be notified as soon as the committee makes its decision. If the 
topic is approved for marking we will request payment at the time of notifica
tion. If not approved, the application will be returned along with a letter 
of explanation. 

Because of the variables involved in the marker process and because we must 
coordinate our orders with the schedule of a contracting foundry, we would 
ask that the dedication dates not be set until you have received notice that 
the marker has been shipped. 

We appreciate your lnterest in preserving the history of Texas. 

Sincerely, 

Dt.~t~rector 
Research and Markers 

DKU/cy 

cc: Aurora M. Master 



,--- ~T~H=IS~ H::..O_:US:_:E:,_.:I~S =-=O=F:-=-F~ER~E~D~ F~R'°::E..._.,..,,O,---><-S~OME~O~N~E WHO WILL MOVE IT AND REHABILITATE IT! 
- - 4 S. Jennings Avenue [NR1 De Vitt House, c. 1909. :'igor~usly 
composed of jagged elements and co~pletely sheat~ed ma skm of 
decorative shingles, this two-story residence was built ~round .1909 
for Phillip M. De Vitt, president of Petrolia Land Co., vice P:es1dent 
of Trinity Heights Land Co., managing agent of the S~uth Side Land 
Co., and president of Simmons Auto Co. The house 1s a remarkable 
composition; unfortunately, the architect's id~ntity ha~ not be~n 
discovered. It appears to be eligible for the National Register for its 
architectural qualities. 

John Peter Smith Hospital is the current owner of the property. The hospital will 
give the structure to an individuaJ or organization who would be willing to move the 
house to another location and restore it, providing that the following conditions are 
met: 

1. Commitment from an individual or organization must be made in writing to John 
Peter Smith Hospital no later than Monday, November 17, 1986. 

2. Receiver of the structure must then move it within the immediate next 10 days to 
2 weeks (no later than December 1). 

3. Receiver must be responsible for all insurance regarding the move of the house as 
well as general liability. 

4. Receiver must locate a house mover and be sure that all necessary permits to move 
the house on city street are obtained and is further responsible for disconnection of 
utilities as necessary. 

Peter Smith Hospital will make the house accessible to those who have serious 
inquiries. 

Please contact the Historic Preservation Council office for further information 
338-0267. 
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SHLACHTER & CO. )0 V\ ullJ),J 1,CI) f 
HERE'S A BUILDING FREE 

· FOR THE TAI<ING, QUICI<LY 
The structure is in the way 
of the planned Museum 
Place development. 

The two-story, 2,600-square
focit residence-turned-execu
tive suites at 3325 W Seventh 
St.' is on the market for free. 

The only catch: The taker 
must have the structure 
moved· from the site, which 
could cost tens of thousands 
of dollars. 

SHLACHTER & CO. 

JaGee Corp., a partner in 
the Museum Place develop
ment at Seventh Street and 
University Drive, bought the 
property in 2003 from Bill 
Massad, who several years ago 
converted the house into 
executive suites. 

built circa 1902 for Phillip De
Vitt, president of the Petrolia 
Land Co., at 1634 S. Jennings 
Ave. Massad said he had to 
move the house in three pieces 
at a: cost of $33,000. 

Massad moved the house to 
the Seventh Street site in 1988. 
The Vic,J"brian-style house was 

. Museuni Place plans to 
build retail space with apart
ments above on the property. 
When JaGee bought the par
cel, it also bought the building 
at 3227 W. Seventh St. and a 
nearly 1-acre vacant lot offBo-

More on SH~CHTER ~ CO. on 2C 

CONTINUED FROM lC 

land Street and Darcy Avenue. 
JaGee didn't renew leases in 

the building as they expired 
over the past five years, said 
Reece Pettigrew; JaGee's chief 
financial officer. 

"We will give it to anyone to ' 
move it off the site," Pettigrew 
~ol,d reporter Sandra Baker. 
Its an expensive proposi-

tion." . 
If someone wants it, they'll 

have to get it moved in the next 
60 days so construction can 

· continue on Museum Place 
Pettigrew said. JaGee has tried 
for more than two years tb find 

a taker, and several people 
looked at it, Pettigrew said. 

Cost estimates to move the 
building have ranged from 
$40,000 to $80,000, he said. 

If you're interested, call Pet
tigrew at 817-335-5881. 

'.~~0 
&uw·1. ' 



FORT WOR'I'H 

Old house to 
,_ :, _' . . · .· ' •.· ·.·-~•-. 

get a new lease on life _ · 
The owner of an oil and gas company is' 
having the structure moved and will 

1 use it as an office and residence. 

By SANDRA BAKER \'1 fV\.AIC ,j;o1 
sabaker@star-telegram.com · 

One of Fort Worth's oldest residential struc
tures is being spared from :the wrecking 
ball. 

By the end of April, Marshall Tillman, 
owner ofKornye Tillman Co., an oil and gas . 
firm, plans to move a citca 1902 Victorian-. 
style house on West Seventh Street to land 
he owns nearby. . 

. JaGee Corp. - a partner in the Museum 
Place residential, office and shopping de
velopment at Seventh.Street and University.· 
Drive - bought the vacant, ttvo-story, 
2,600-square-foothouse in 2003. It is'in the. 
path of the development. · ' · 

1xvt\ ~ 

, 
Last March, JaGee began trying to give 

the building away to anyone who would 
pay to move it. Tillman said he contacted 

More on HOUSE on BB 
The circa 1902 Victorian-style house at 3325 W. Seventh St. 
is in the way of development. STAR-TELEGRAM/RODGER MAI ,,<~ .. 

. . - .\ '1 \Y\~" . 

House: It was moved to 7th by retired opera director 
CONTINUED FROM 1B 

JaGee representatives in De
cember and has since worked 
out a deal. 

put the structure on his land at 
1408-1412 Montgomery Ave. , 
just south of the Trinity Lu
theran Church. The plan goes 
before the City Council on 
April 7 for approval. 

Tillman said he is negotiat
- - ---------~ ing with a ,nrm to move the 

,.· .. ;-,_~----------~ house south across Camp 
Bowie Boulevard to its new lo
cation. 

Last week, the Planning 
and Zoning Commission ap
proved Tillman's site plan to 

Estimates for the move run 

to about $50,000, he said. 
"It's not inexpensive," Till

man said. 
The house was built for 

Phillip De Vitt, president of the 
Petrolia Land Co., 1634 S. Jen
nings Ave. 

Bill Massad, a retired Fort 
Worth Opera director, moved 
the house to 3325 W Seventh 
St. in 1988 and converted it in
to executive suites. Massad 

subsequently sold the proper
ty to JaGee, 

Tillman has been working 
with TowrtSite Co. in Fort 
Worth on the project, and he's 
hired Fort Worth architect Bob 
Kelly to design an addition to 
be built after the house is 
moved. 

The ground level and a 
basement will serve as Till
ma·n's office. He said he and 
his wife, Paula, will live up-

------ - -- -- -- -- ~- -- -- -"" -- -- -... -- -- -_ -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -.. stairs. 
Tillman said he expects to 

.• 

be in the building in October. 

~ANDRA BAKER, 817-390-7727' 

· .! Second move for house 

The circa 1902 house that was moved 
from near Johri Peter Sniith Hospital 
to West Seventh Street!is scheduled 
to be moved again to Montgomery 
Street across from the new Museum 
of Sdenc7 and History. 

STAR-TELEGRAM 
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L. B. Weinman, 
Early Day 

. Archilecl, Dies 
Louis B. Weinman Sr.. 78, an 

architect who designed some, of 
1 the buildings that were early day 

landmarks in Fort Worth, died at 
1 8:35 p. m. Tuesday at his home, 

1311 Pennsylvania. 
Born in Germany and immigr&t• 

Ing to the United States at~hc 
age of 15, Mr. Weinman setUecral 
Atcheson. Kan • where he attendrd 
St. Benedict's College. He came to 
Fort Worth In 1890 and u an 
architect bis first job In the city 
was that of helping design the old 
city hall which served the city 
for half a century. 

Entering architectural business 
for himself in 1895, Mr. Wetnman • 
competed with four other archi- , 
tects and won the contract for 
designing the old Central Fire Sta- ] 
tion which was built in 1899 at 
Throckmorton, Ei&hth and Monroe 
Streets. When the picturesque old 
building was rued in 1939, Mr. 

' Weinman expressed no regrets. 
"It is a nel deal," he declared. 

''It will five work to -other men." 
Mr. Weinman also wa.s architect 

for the Moore Building and many 
of the early day homes. He built 
his home on Pennsylvania Avenue 
45 yean ago when that South Side 
area wu an open prairie. He re
tJred three years ago. 

Tl'le aurvivon are the widow; 
dau1hter. lli Llllian K. Wein
man; three sons. Louis 8 . Jr., 
Arthur 0. and Elmer S. Weinman: 
and a grandson, Arthur Wallace 
Weinman, all of Fort Worth, and a · 
brother, Charles F. Weinman of 
Atcheson, Kan. · 

The body was taken to Gause
Ware Funeral Home. 



P. M. DeVitt. 83, retired llveltoclt 
and real estate man, died at 8:20 
p. m. yesterday at hls home. 3816 
Tulsa Way, three days after he was 
stricken with a brain hemorrha1e. 

A resident of Fort Worth for 44 
years, Mr. DeVitt ha, been In poor 
health for the past two years. ~• 
retired three yean aao. 111.lf>-•·>~ ... --nz-~~-,-

He wu an important fi1Ur• Sn 
the warl,- day West Texas sheep 1$• 
dustry. and active In Fort Wor1}1 
real estate bustneu. 

Mr. DeVltt was born In Cleveland. 
Ohio, Nov. 5, 1854. A few years 
later hJs family moved to Washin1• 
ton, D. C., where be wu edu• 
cated. . 

It wu u a pa1e In the Houae ot 
RepruentaUva at the national cap
Ital that he •med b1I flrat mon9. 
SubNquently JOUDI DeVltt obtalnjd 
a job In the- War Department as a 
clerk, but real,ned and decided _to 
tulftll a Ions-felt desire ••• to hefld 
10uthwestward toward Tuu; wbqN 
tall. IUD-tanned men be bad .een 
and admlnd In the le,lalatlve hafts. 

With only $'7 In b1I pockeU. he 
traveled by train. then boarded! a 
tretrhter. the supply train wb~h 
IJ)al'lned the .ection where rallroltd• 
did not r,, and settled in M:cr• 
loch C.Ount, In 1m. There be • 
palla"Pra • 1m. w. 11eru1.., 

P. M, DIVltT. -------the plaln.e country which la oow 
Howard and Midland Countiea. 
Tbere hJ1 herd ,rew lo one of the 
lariat In the State. At one Ume 
15,000 sheep were cm bi.I vui rallcb 
l&nda. 

With a apeeulative tum al mind. 
llr. J>eVitt WU alnya rad7 lo buy 

r 

f.ort Worth Resident for 
44 Years Prominent 
Businessman· Here, 

or put his capital Into property or 
pew enterprises. 

He came to Fort Worth In 1893 
and was employed by the Fort Worth 
Livestock Commission Company. He 
WH active tn the earl7 development 
of Fort Worth, and was Involved tn 
many reaJ estate transactions. De• 
Vitt Street on the South Side l• 
named for him. 

At one time be wu a member of 
the Elb Lode• here. 

Survivors ·are two dllf,l&hten. Miu 
Ruth DeVitt, with whbm he macw 
his home, and Mrs. !ltelle D Har
rl10n. Miami. Fla., and • dauabter• 
in-law, Mrs. Roland DeVIU. Fort 
Worth. 

l'unenl servlce9 wlll be conduct• 
ed. at 5 p, m. today by Rev. Louil r. 
Martin, rec:tor of St. Andrew'• Epl► 
eopal Church, at Hatvet0n and Cole 
Funeral Chapel. Burial will be ln 
Greenwood CaneteJ'J'. 

Actin pallbearers wlll bf! Frank 
Dunham, B. M. Boweci, Max K. 
Mayer. Shtne1 Samuell, 8n)wi, Har• 
wood and A. T. Shevei.nd. 

Honorary pellbeanrs wlU . I» 
Gln Walker. B. G. Col'der, W. H. 
Slay, w. H. Gnenwoocl. J. w.alitch• 
ell. Matt Blanton Sr .. Dr. A. R. 
l'UClkwir, Jt. C. Hearne. Robert C 
JhrUll aDd l. T. ~ 
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CL.UIS 

Shack 
Cottage 
Duplex 

Hotel 
Office Building 
Store 
Storage 
Factory 
Filling Station 

·~ 

BUIL 

ROOF 

Flat~ 
G~bl~,i, DQrmers 
Cut upJ. Ordinary 
Plain, uravel 
Til~ 
Meta--i:-nii-; . 

n 

Barn Whole . 
Servants House Part 
Sign Bpard Finished 

1---------1 Unfinished 
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