
CUKTIS T UNNELL 
EXECL,TIVE DIRECTOR 

TEXAS HISTORICAL 
P.O. BOX I 1176 AUSTIN. TEXAS n71 l-227(\ 

July 7, 1993 

Paul Worthen 
636 Profit St. 
Azle, TX 76020 

(TELEPIIO El 5 12-46)·6 I 00 

RE: WALKER DRUGSTORE 
Tarrant County, Job #17991 

Dear Mr. Worthen: 

COMMISSION 
(KELAY TX! I-N00-7-15-N X</ (TOO) 

We are sorry that you were not able to complete the necessary work on the above
mentioned historical marker application. Since more than a year has passed since my 
last letter to you dated December 30, 1991, the application has been officially 
deactivated. The original application materials are being returned to you under separate 
cover. 

Should you wish to reapply for a marker for this topic at some future date, please notify 
us so that we may send you guidelines and regulations in effect at that time. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Cynthia J. Beeman, Administrator 
Official Texas Historical Markers 
Local History Programs 

pc: B. J. Clark 
Joye Evetts 

'Ifie State .Ylgency for :J{istoric Preservation 



7~;)$-<; 2--

6. 9-,~ 
~~krd 

~ 



~rom the desk of 
~ CLOMA BRITT 

(!)UA m <V<f:wi-~ t C(:, 
. 'Ji 'f I', ~ :J., 1/ ti ,✓ Ct • 

M .u..f 6;('¼,f. ti~~ ~:t J ~LIA(.., 

~ "~;t/:.!_a. ~ 
~ t~~ I~ ~111 t✓- ~ 
.f, r ~c. )Yltt /J?.,,,,__, 

I O !LJ tt..e ',ld}_ I 
() ~ 

~ eR -t,'B&.QJl ,~fJ; ~A--P~ 
I ~ ;l If- tf.f.t)c .. ,/,d,t,- n " t'J ) 
Ci>J,~) T'i 1 e, o5~ e, l@~ 

O'"i ~ 7 j,). I 5 ct:J 



&,~ 1¥~ P..u~ ~ 
@ ~"-u.d ., h . l'lo., 

d-o u_ /'.I.HA 1~ ~~ &J:
'h.t::,~ d .6 " g~ 

U'~ ~ l1A.., 

-......... , tio~ -t ~ 

<!~k 
0,1.q 

71~& - ,&.,JJ..,:,,,. ~ ~ Jj ~-~ 
~~ u 
~t ~, - ~ ti(,~ 

19$,a ',,- t) ~-; 



.,, 

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 12276 

December 30 , 1991 

Paul vhrthen 
636 Profit St. 
Azle, TX 76020 

Dear Mr. vhrthen: 

AUSTIN. TEXAS 78711 (S12)463-6100 

'!hank you for your aJ'l.S\ilillers to the questions in my letter of August 22 
ex>noerning the historical marker awlication for the Walker Drugstore. 
In order to evaluate the structure for possible Recorded Texas Historic 
landmark (R'IBL) designation, we will need a {ilotograph showing the building's 
a~ fran at least 50 years ago. (We need an actual photograph, not a 
~. ) Also, please send clear current photographs of all sides of the 
building's exterior. 

It seems evident fran the one photograph that we do have that the building has 
undergaie sane alterations. It would be extrerrely helpful if you CX)uld send 
us sare infonnation as to when the various alterations were made (such as the 
bricking on the front, changes in window and door openings, any changes to the 
front porch ain/or awning, etc. Any infonnation you can provide CX)noerning 
the building's original CX)nstruction history would also be helpful, such as 
the narre the architect or CX)ntractor. 'Ihe building has interesting detail 
work, and we would like to find out if features such as the front window 
noldings ain the roofline/eaves/brackets were the result of an architect's 
design for this specific building or if perhaps they carre fran an 
architectural pattern book. Also of interest would be any infonnation on 
historic signage on the building. · 

As I rrentioned in my last letter, we cannot rrention any person in a marker 
inscription who has not been deceased for at least 20 years. For that reason, 
we will need to title this marker ''Walker Drugstore" rather than "walker
Stribling Drugstore• due to the Striblings' death dates. 

Please let ma knCM if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

~~{}-~ 
Cynthia J. Beeman 
Historian, local History Programs 

pc: ~la Standifer 
B. J. Clark 

'Ihank you. 

FEB 3 1992 

EXECUTJVE 
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Date: August 22, 1991 

Local History Programs 
Texas Historical Commission 

P. O. Box 12276 
Austin, TX 78711 

512/463-6100 

Re: WALKER-STRIBLING DRUGSTORE 
Tarrant County, Job 117991 

Dear Applicant/County Chair: 

Our staff has made a preliminary review of the above-referenced marker 
application. Before we can complete our evaluation, however, we need the 
following information. We will place the application on hold until all 
requested material has been received. 

- Do you have any information concerning the construction of the 
building? Was it already on the property when Dr. Steward sold it in 
1884? 

- Who first operated the drugstore? Was it L. T. w. Reynolds? Did 
Reynolds operate the drugstore while Steward owned the property? Please 
see. page 2 of the narrative history re. Dr. Steward's selling of the 
property in l884_and Reynolds •in the drug business in Azle since 1aa2•. 

- Was this the only drugstore in Azle until 1963? 

- Please provide the death dates of James D. and Byra Wood Stribling. 
Because we cannot mention people in historical markers who have been 
deceased for less than 20 years, we may not be able to use the Walker
Stribling name in the title. 

- Do you want a subject marker for the drugstore as a business, or a 
~ corded Texas Historic Landmark marker for the building? Although the 

building seems to have undergone ·some alterations, the architectural 
historians feel that in the Azle context it may have merit for the RTHL 
desi nation. If you would like to pursue this possibility, please 
submit at least one historic photo of the structure. [Also, if the 
owner were to under ake restoration with the advice of THC architects, 
the building might qualify for preservation tax credits -- see the 
enclosed literature. J - ~f i;f) 7tl,u.( U}o(-IJu...v 

- Should we send copies of correspondence to the owner, Paul Worthen? 
(Neither •yes• nor •no• was checked for that question on the application 
form.) 

rt 



Walker-Stribling Drugstore/Tarrant County 
request for additional information 
page 2 

Please note that this is not a rejection of your application, but simply a 
request for more information. Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions or have need of assistance. 

Sincerely, 

~·a_Q.~~ 
Cynthia J. Beeman 
Historian 
Local History Programs 

copies to: ~la Standifer 

Enc. 

/cjb 

B. J. Clark 
Paul Worthen 
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tocal History Programs 
Toxae Historical Commission 

P. O. Bo,c 12276 
Austin, TX 78711 

512/463-6100 

Re; WALlER-STRI8LING D~UGSTORE 
Tarrant County, Job ♦17991 

Dear Applicant/County Chair: 

our staff has made a prelimi~ary review of the above-referenced •arker 
application. Before ve can complete our evaluation, however, we need the 

I 
followln9 information. We will place the applieation on hold until all 
requ••t•d aaterial haa been received. 

1 • - Do you have any lnfor,nation ~neern1ng ~he construction of the 
buildin9? Wa• it already on the property when nr . Steward sold it in 
1884? 

2 . - Who first operated the drugstore? Was it L. T. W. Reynold■? Did . 

; : ! ~ • ' I 
' 

Reynold• operate the drugstore while Steward owned the property? Pleise 
see page 2 of the narrative history re. Or. Steward'e selling of the 
property in 1884 ' and Reynolds •in the druv business in Asle •inc• 1882•. 

3. ~ Waa this tbe only drugetore in Azle until 1963? 

~ • . - Please· provide the death dates of Ja~es H. and Byra Mood Stribling . 
B•cauee we cannot mention people in historical inarkera who have bean 
deceased tor le•• than 20 years , we may not be able to use the Walker
Stribling name in the title. 

S. - bo you want a subject marker for the drugstore as a business, or• 
Recorded Texas Siatoric Landmark 111arker for the building? Although the 
building~••~• to h•ve undergone SOllle alteration•. the architectural 
historians feel that in the A%le context it =ay have merit for the RTBL 
designation. If you would li~e to pursue thi■ po~eib11ity, plea•• 
aubmit at least one bisto~ic photo of the structure. (Also, if the 
owner were to undertake restoration with the advice of TBC architect■, 
the building mi9ht qualify for preaervation tax credit• -- aea the · 
enclosed literatura. 1 - ~f it, °1ttl.ll l.UD(-/lu,..v 

6. - Should we •end eopie9 of correspondence to the owner, Paul Worthen? 
(Neither •yea• nor •no• waa checked for that queation on th• application 
form.) 

Footnotes: 

1. The first small building was there, but Walker built the: :
present tw.o story one in 1900 . 

2. L.T .W. Reynolds, with the help of his brother John Giles 
built the small plank drugstore in 1882. 

3. No , Lesters pharma_cy opened in 1954 on Denver ~r~~l . 
4. James H. Striblin~ d i ed in 1974.Byra Woody strib 1ng died 

in 1985. (over ) 
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TEXAS HISTORICAL 
P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN. TEXAS 78711 

February 20, 1991 

Lela Starrlifer, Ci.air 
Tarrant County Historical commission 
4404 Wedgemont Circle South 
Fort Worth, TX 76133 

RE: WAll<ER-STRIBLING IJR{X;S'lDRE 
18" x 2811 subject marker w/o post 

Dear Ms. standifer: 

COMMISSION 
(Sl2)46l-6100 

This letter is to notify you that we have received the above referenced marker 
application. Your application will be reviewed and evaluated by the Texas 
Historical Commission staff in the order in which it has been received. CUrrently, 
there is a 5- 6 month wait between the time subject marker applications are received 
and evaluated. Because applications for Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 
designations (RI'HI.s) require an architectural review in addition to an historical 
evaluation, R'IHL applications may take slightly larger. Should additional 
infonnation be needed for the review, we will contact you at that time. After any 
deficiencies have been corrected, we will serrl copies of your application to the 
members of the State Marker Committee, who will make the final determination of the 
topic's acceptability for marking. 

We will notify you as soon as the marker camnittee makes its decision. If the 
topic is approved for marking, payment will be requested at that time. If not 
approved, the application will be returned along with a letter of explanation. 

Because of the variables involved in the marker process, and because we must 
coordinate our orders with the sdledule of the contractin:J fo'lll'rl1:y, we suggest that 
you do not set the date of your marker dedication until yoo are notified that the 
carpleted marker has been shipped from the foundry. 

We appreciate your interest in preserving Texas history. Should you have any 
further questions about the status of your marker application, please do not 
hesistate to contact me at the address above. 

cc : B. J . Clark and Gertie Ansley, Azle Histor ical Museum Society 
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February 11, 1991 

Ms. Frances Rickard 
Texas Historical Commission 
P . O. Box 12276 
Austin, TX 78711 

Dear Ms. Rickard: 

Enclosed is a subject marker application for the Walker-Stribling 
Drug Store of Azle which has been approved by the Tarrant County 
Historical Commission, after review and verification by our Maker 
Committee. 

The enclosures include the application form, narrative, highway and 
street maps, and a black and white photograph. 

We will look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

Lela Standifer, Chairman 
4404 Wedgemont Circle 
Fort Worth, TX 76133 

cc: Joye Evetts, Marker Chairman 
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APPLICATION FORM 

OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER 

This marker is for (title or subject): __ i_~a_l_k_e_r_-_S_t_r_i_b_l_1_· n_g=--_D_r_u_g:;,__S_t_o_r_e __________ _ 

Marker location (street address and city, or specific directions from nearest town on state highway map): 
117 w. Main Street, Azle, Texas 

County: ___ T_a_r_r_a_n_t _____________ _ 

Distance and direction of marker topic from marker site (if applicable): 
on site 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

APPROVAL OF COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

The application and narrative history must be approved by the county historical commission before forwarding to 
the Texas Historical Commission. 

Chai~sSignahuc, c:;t;?__.e,LJ J.£ii.-v,?,<; Date, .;J:,.f:-,,:,{d,t,t,h / d--, I 'l 'i'/ 
The CHC chair automatically will receive all copies of co~espondence regarding this marker project.if 

PERMISSION OF OWNER FOR MARKER PLACEMENT 
Permission for placement of a marker must be obtained by the property owner. Please provide the name of a 
contact person if the owner is an institution, organization, or public entity. This section need not be completed if 
the marker is to be placed on right-of-way maintained by the State Department of Highways and Public Transpor
tation. 

Name: ____ µ~==~:...2.S::._.....S:~~~2':!~~==----------------------
Contact person(i p 1 

Mailingaddress: ___ -==---=--...;;.-=~...;:::::=----------------=-.-r2------
---------------· -=------~=-"'=---7◄_b_o_2:._·_c ___ Phone:_--'--"'--=---=-.:....,.. __ _ 

0wner'sSignaturc: 0-< Q K.'°l &~ 

Do you wish to receive copies of all correspondence concerning this marker application? 0 Yes O No 

To whom should the request for payment be addressed? Spo NSC> r :2 
Name: B. J. Clark, President, Azle Historical Museum Society 

(Provide contact person if payee is an institution, organization, or public entity.} 

Clark's Precision (817) 
Machine Phone 444-2533 

Mailing address: 124 W. Main Street 
Azle, Texas 76020 no phone in museum ____________________________ Phone: _________ _ 

Does this person wish to receive copies of all other correspondence concerning this application? ~ Yes O No 

Is there anyone else to whom all correspondence concerning this marker application should be addressed? 
(One additional name and address only, please.) · 
Name: Gertie Ansley, Treasurer, Azle Historical Museum Societ (s 1,.. ~•;,. 
M .1. dd W. Main St. a1 mga ress: ___________________________________ _ 

Azle, Texas 76020 Phone: no phone in museum 

SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 
In order to facilitate delivery of the marker, neither post office box numbers nor rural route numbers can be 
accepted. If the marker is to be placed on the highway right-of-way, it will be shipped directly to the district 
highway engineer. 

(over) 



B. J. Clark Clark's Precision Machine and Tool 
ame: - --------- -----------------------------

Stred address: _ _ 6_3_6_P_r_o_f_i_· t_S_t_. ___________________________ _ 
Azle, Texas 76020 Phone: (817 ) 444-2533 - ----------------------------

TYPE AND SIZE OF MARKER DESIRED (please check one) 

Subject Markers 

This type o( marker is solely educational in nature and conveys no legal restrictions to the property. Subject 
m.irkers arc appropriate for topics such as cemeteries, church congregations, businesses, persons, events, and 
institutions. These markers should not be attached to buildings. If the marker is to be attached to a surface other 
than the foundry-provided post, please provide the requested information in the space below. 

0 16" x 12" grave marker (comes with mounting bar) $225 
0 27" x 42" marker with post $750 
0 27" x 42" marker without post (sec below) $700 
0 18" x 28" marker with post $450 
~ 18" x 28" marker without post (sec below) $400 

If not on post, to what (block of granite, gatepost, etc.) will the marker be attached? +., b u.i I J t ·n 'l 
Type of material? (wood, stone, etc.) _...c..w..::...,_o-=o'-'c:l,~ _____________________ _ 

Recorded Texas Historic Landmark Markers 

Markers conveying the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL) designation arc reserved solely for historic 
structures deemed worthy of preservation for their architectural integrity and historical associations. The RTHL 
designation docs carry a measure of legal protection for the structure (sec Marker Policies 13 through 18). The 
most commonly used marker for conveying this designation is the medallion and plate (also referred to as a 
building marker); however, the 18" x 28" or 27'' x 42" size marker may be ordered for those who wish a greater 
amount of historical infonnation to appear in the marker text. Careful attention should be paid so as not to 
damage historic building material if the marker is to be mounted directly onto the structure. The THC staff can 
provide alternate ideas for mounting upon request. 

0 Medallion and 16" x 12" plate with post 
0 Medallion and 16" x 12" plate without post (sec below) 
0 27" x 42" marker with post 
0 27" x 42" marker without post (sec below) 
0 1,8" x 28" marker with post 
C.. 18" x 28" marker without post (sec below) 

$350 
$300 
$750 
$700 
$450 
$400 

If not on post, to what (building, gate, etc.) will the marker be attached? _______________ _ 
Type of material? (wood, stone, etc.) ___________________________ _ 

Additional items, including paperweights, directional signs, and replacement parts for 1936 markers arc avail
able. Please contact the State Marker Program for a separate order form. 

Before forwarding your material to tlie Texas Historical Commission, please check to make sure you've i11cluded 
tlie following items. Incomplete applications cannot be considered. 

✓ completed application form signed by the county historical commission 
✓ narrative history with footnotes and bibliography 

✓ photograph of the proposed marker location 
✓ map indicating marker location and other sites related to the marker topic 
✓ historic photo of property and current photographs of all elevations (RTHL markers only) 

Mail completed applications to: 
State Marker Program, Texas Historical Commission 

P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711 
512/463-6100 
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WALKER-STRIBLING DRUG STORE 

By 
Cloma Britt 

1024 Bradley Drive 
Azle, TX 76020 

817-444-4870 

The old drug store, hub of Azle community activities, is 

located at 117 W. Main Street (Loop 344), Azle, TX, approximately 

.2 mile west of State Highway 199, in Tarrant County, Texas. 

The land on which the building is located is part of the 

Benjamin F. Curtis 160-acre survey (which spans the Tarrant-Parker 

County line), patented by John Henry Rumpsfeldt on August 9, 1859. 1 

Due to the 1876 Tarrant County Court House fire, no land 

transfer records are found on this property until March 5, 1875 

when Dr. James Azle Steward, Tennessee native and pioneer doctor, 

and Mary E . Steward, his wife, donated a 5-acre site for the Ash 

Creek Baptist Church and school. 2 

In 1883, Dr. James Azle Steward offered to donate land and 

assist with establishing a town if the post office name were 

changed to "Azle" (his middle name) rather than "O'Bar" which it 

had been called since September 5, 1881. The U.S. Postal Service 

officially approved the post office name change to "Azle" on 

November 6, 1883. 3 

Surveying and platting of the 13-1/2-acre town site for the 

Village of Azle were completed and filed at the Tarrant County 

Court House on February 8, 1894, five years after Dr. Steward's 

death on April 29, 1889. 4 

The property on which the old drug store was located 



(originally a 50' x 100' lot known as Lot 2, Block 2) was sold by 

Dr. Steward and his wife to J. H. Wayland of Parker County for $10 

on January 24, 1884. 5 

The next transfer of record on this property occurred July 27, 

1888 when Lewis Thomas Wigfall "Wig" Reynolds, who had been in the 

drug business in Azle since 1882, moved to Weatherford and sold to 

J. R. Walker "One house and lot in the Village of Azle and known as 

Lot No. 2 in Block No. 2. Also all the drugs in stock . . . " for the 

sum of $ 11 7 8 . 6 

J. R. Walker became the operator of the drug store. In 1900, 

the Woodmen of the World Azle Camp No. 596 furnished the material 

and paid for erecting a second story room over the store house of 

J. R. Walker located on Lot No . 2 of Block No. 2. They owned the 

second story and had a free and accessible outside entrance 

separate from that of the store. 7 

On July 22, 1930, J. R. Walker sold to J. L. Pierce the west 

side of Lot 2, Block 2 (which became Lot 2B, Block 2). Mr. Walker 

retained the portion on which the drug store was located, which 

became Lot 2A, Block 2. 8 

In 1931, the Texas Highway Department widened and asphalted 

the gravel Main Street as Highway 199, taking 40' from the front of 

each lot along Main Street. An office for the village doctor was 

added to the back of the drug store prior to the time that Tarrant 

County moved the drug store to the back part of the lot. 9 

Mr. Walker died on April 5, 1931, leaving a widow, Ida Walker, 

and nine children. Mrs. Walker and her children operated the drug 

Page 2 



store for the next four years . 10 

On April 11, 1935, Mrs. Ida Walker sold the lot and lower 

floor of the building to James H. and Byra Woody Stribling, a young 

couple from Fort Worth. Mr. Stribling bought equipment and stock 

for the store from a drug store in Greenwood (Wise County) that was 

being sold . Mrs . Stribling worked for the phone company in Azle 

for the first two years in order to help her husband start the new 

drug store. 11 

The Striblings realized that their customers, primarily 

farmers and ranchers, needed the drug store to be open during the 

evening. Mrs. Stribling quit her job with the phone company to 

help run the drug store and keep it open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 12 

Mr. Stribling put in a Delco system of electricity and had the 

first electric 1 ights in Az 1 e . 13 Other changes to the building 

occurred when an out-of-control car crashed into the drug store, 

resulting in removal of the guard rail and replacement of the plank 

porch and four-pane windows with a concrete porch and full-pane 

store windows. 14 

An old bench on the front porch served as a gathering place 

where men sat to chew tobacco, spin yarns, and exchange news about 

friends and neighbors . 15 

During the depression years of the 1930's, Stribling Drug 

Store was a commodities distribution center for the needy. 16 

In the 1940's and 1950's, the drug store served as a 

Continental Trai lways agency station and transfer point on bus 

routes from Fort Worth to Wichita Falls to points north as well as 

Page 3 



routes from Fort Worth to Seymour to points west. 17 

Downstairs, there was a doctor's office in the rear of the 

building and a small library in the corner of the drug store where 

Byra Stribling served as Azle's second librarian. 18 

The upstairs was used for community meetings and activities 

which included the Azle Civic League, town hall, Precinct 4 court 

room, and polling place for elections . 19 

Clubs which met upstairs included the garden club, Rebekah 

Lodge and Eastern Star. The Rebekah Lodge met there twice-a-month 

from its organization in 1950 until 1976 when the stairs became too 

difficult for some of its members. 20 

A 1950 property plat revision of Lot 2, Block 2 indicated a 

2 . 5' encroachment of the sidewalk used by the lodge on the west 

side of the drug store and a 1.2 foot encroachment of a concrete 

entry porch on the east side. 21 

In 1957, the Texas Highway Department rerouted State Highway 

199 and designated Main Street as Spur 344. 22 Thereafter, the bulk 

of the busy highway traffic no longer passed in front of the 

Stribling Drug Store. 

In 1963, the Striblings sold their drug stock and equipment to 

Milton Tompkins, who went into business elsewhere, ending the many 

years of existence of a drug store at that location. 23 

On April 13, 1963, the Striblings rented their old drug store 

building to Paul L. Worthen, who, along with Franklin C. Couch, 

opened C & W Electronics . Mr. Worthen, who bought out his partner 

in 1967, rented the building until September 25, 1978 when he 

Page 4 



purchased the old Stribling drug s tore building from J ay Woody 

Stribling, son of James H. and Byra Stribling . 24 

When Mr. Worthen bought the building, t he Woodmen of the 

World's rights and interest in the upper story of the building had 

been pre served in deed conveyences from the Walkers and the 

Striblings. In 1983, Paul Worthen received a quit claim deed for 

the second floor of the building from the Gipson Rebekah Lodge 

#460, who had not used it since 1976. However, no rec ord exists of 

the Rebekah Lodge's acquisition of ownership in the second floor . 25 

The old drug store, oldest remaining commercial building on 

Main Street in Azle, Texas, was a hub of community activities 

during the many years of its existence. 26 

June 23, 1990 

Page 5 



END NOTES 

1. Abstract of All Original Texas Land Titles to August 31 , 1941, 
(Austin: General Land Office), vol. 2, p. 769 (1941-42]; 
Tarrant County Tax Assessor's Abstract of Rural Property, 
Abstract No. 344, Patent 569, 9 August 1859, vol. 24. 

2. Tarrant County Deed Records, vol . 1182, pp. 591-592 . 

3. Beatrice Gipson Carter, My Home Town (Azle, Texas: 1968), pp. 
9 and 61; National Archives Microfilm Publications, Roll 127, 
Target 3, Texas, Tarrant County, p. 793. 

4. Tarrant County Plat Records, vol. 63, p . 141; Obituary, 
Weatherford Democrat, 5 May 1889, vol. 1 #9, p.5. 

5. Tarrant County Deed Records, vol. 41, pp . 630-631. 

6 . "Weatherford Druggist, 95, to Celebrate Event Today", Fort 
Worth Star Telegram, June 10, 1956, section 1, p. 17; Tarrant 
County Deed Records, vol. 128, pp. 413-414. 

7. Tarrant County Deed Records, vol. 242, pp . 46-47; Carter , !':!Y_ 
Home Town, p . 163; Interview with Bill Stribling, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. H. Stribling , Azle, Texas, 9 December 1988. 

8. Tarrant County Deed Records, vol. 1355, p. 396; Tarrant County 
Assessor's Abstract of City Property, Azle, Revision of Lot 2, 
Block 2, 1950. 

9. Texas Highway Department Drawing of Highway 199 expansion, 
1931. 

10. Tarrant County Plat Records vol. 388, pp. 535-536. 

11. Azle 
Texas, 

p. 93; 

Tarrant County Deed Records, vol. 1478, pp. 139-140. 
Historical Museum Society, History of Azle Community, 
(Dallas, Texas: Curtis Media Corporation, 1986), 
Interview with Bill Stribling, 9 November 1988. 

12. History of Azle Community, Texas, p . 93 . 

13 . Ibid. 

14. Interview with Bill Stribling, 12 November 1988 . 

15. Interview with Bill Stribling, 9 December 1988. 
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16. History of Azle Community, Texas, p. 94. 

17. Continental Trailways bus schedules, 25 October 1946 and 15 
November 1946. 

18. History of Azle Community, Texas, p . 8. 

19. History of Azle Community, Texas, p. 93. 

20. History of Azle Community, Texas, pp. 93-94; History of Gipson 
Rebekah Lodge #460 (undated) . 

21. Tarrant County Plat Records, vol . 388-F-535-536. 

22. Drawing of Corporate Limits of Azle, Texas, J. L. Corbin, 
Engr., 12 March 1957 . 

23. History of Azle Community, Texas, p. 94. 

24 . Ibid.; Tarrant County Deed Records, vol. 5752, pp. 962-965 and 
vol. 6592, pp. 292-296. 

25. Tarrant County Deed Records, vol. 7669, pp. 1707-1708. 

26. Tarrant County Tax Property Deed History, City of Azle, Lot 
2A, Block 2; Historic Resources Survey, housed in National 
Register Department, Texas Historical Commission . 

Page 7 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Azle Historical Museum Society. History of Azle Community, Texas. 
Dallas, Texas: Curtis Media Corporation, 1986. 

Carter, Beatrice Gipson. My Home Town. Azle, Texas, 1968. 

Continental Trailways Bus Schedules. 1946. 

Drawing of Corporate Limits of Azle, Texas . 
Engineer. 12 March 1957. 

J. L. Corbin, 

Drawing of Highway 199 Expansion. Texas Highway Department. 1931 . 

Fort Worth - Star-Telegram. 

General Land Office. Abstract of All Original Texas Land Titles to 
August 31, 1941. Austin, Texas . [1941-42] 

Historic Resources Survey, housed in the National Register 
Department, Texas Historical Commission. 

History of Gipson Rebekah Lodge #460 (undated). 

National Archives Microfilm Publications. 

Stribling, Bill. Azle, Texas. 

Tarrant County Deed Records. 

Tarrant County Plat Records. 

Interviews, 1988, 1989 

Tarrant County Tax Assessor Records. 

Weatherford Democrat. 



Dr . J ' Nell Pate 
1104 Carpenter Street 
Azle , TX 76020 

Dear J ' Nell : 

!2t:t 
(I'll~ ~ k-~ 4-<I z:. 42'7t 
~ tl/K- /4l ~ t, ~ ~ 

w,,:;,. tL:,_ .!!£K 

February sp'"~€EIVED 
FEB0 8 l 't'! I 

--f"C.. ~ 
AR!ft iUR WEINMA-N 

A RG--ii lTE-CTS 

Thanks for calling about the Official Hi storical Marker 
for the Walker- Stribling Drug Store . 

Enclosed is a copy of the 1991 Guidelines as well as a 
revised application form . 

Please complete the sections marked in pencil and obtain 
the property owner ' s signature. Return the application 
form al9ng with the Azle street map and picture to me , 
and we will file the completed. package with the state 
marker committee . After it is approved on the state 
level , you will _receive a request for payment. 

We will look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely , 

Jq_ Evetts 
M£~ • Chairman 
Tarrant County Hi storical Commi ssion 
P . O. Box 970 
Fort Worth , TX 76116 
busi ness: 882- 6367 
home : 244-1232 



Dr. J ' Nell Pate 
1104 Carpenter Street 
Azle , TX 76020 

Dear J ' Nell : 

February 5 , 1990 

Thanks for calling about the Official Historical Marker 
for the Walker- Stribling Drug Store. 

Enclosed is a copy of the 1991 Guidelines as well as a 
revised application form . 

Please complete the sections marked in pencil and obtain 
the property owner's signature . Return the application 
form al9ng with the Azle street map and picture to me , 
and we will file the completed. package with the state 
marker committee. After it is approved on the state 
level , you will _receive a request for payment . 

We will look forward to hearing from you . 

Sincerely, 

Joye K. Evetts 
Marker Chairman 

1 

Tarrant County Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 970 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
business : 882- 6367 
home : 244- 1232 



July 5 , 1990 

~rs. Cloma Brit t 
1024 BnJd l ey Dr ive 
Az l e , TX 76020 

Denr ~!r s . Britt: 

JUL O 8 1990 

1C ½C, ) A 
ARTIIUR v; EI~LL .. N 

AR-GIII YECiS 

The Tarrant County Historical Commission Marker Committee has approved the 
enclosed revised narrative for the Texas Histor ical Marker application on t he old 
drug store in Azle . 

From the material submitted, we assumed you were applying for a Subject Marker 
for the drug stor e as a focus of community activities, in which case the subject 
would be required to meet t he 75-year criteria. Since the first drug store of 
record in Azle be longed to Wig Reynolds, we included him as well as the Walkers 
in the title. 

I f you had intended to apply for a Building Marker as a Recorded Texas Historic 
Landmark , additional information on the building's architecture and construction 
as well as photographs would be required. 

At t his point , we will need: 

1. Preference of Title (i.e., "Reynolds-Walker-Stribling Drug Store," 
"Old Drug Store," "Azle Community Drug Store, " or some other.) 

2. A black-and-white photograph of the drug store building. 

3. An Azle city map showing the proposed marker site and its 
relationship to the drug store building . 

4. Selection of size of marker (see attached sheets). 

5. Name and address of sponsor of the marker. 

6 . Name, address and telephone number of person to whom the 
marker is to be shipped. 

When your organization has approved the above, please send me the photograph and 
i nformation necessary to complete the marker application form. After the State 
Marker Committee has reviewed your application, you will be notified of their 
decision and requested to pay for the marker . 

I look forward to hearing from you so that we can complete this application. 

~ Mr.Art Weinman, TCHC Chairman 

-.¼ 
~

·n rel 

K. Evetts, Marker Chairman 
.0. Box 970 

Fort Worth, TX 76101 
817-882-6367 (business) 



June 2L1, l 990 

Deed Records 
Parker County Court House 
Weatherf o rd, Texas 

Gentlemen : 

~ 

G-

I am doing research for a Texas Historical Marker and am searching 
for record of a lan d sale from J. H. Wayland to Lewis Thomas 
Wigfal 1 "Wig" Reynolds (both residents of Parker County) . The sale 
occurred sometime between January 1884 when Wayland bought it and 
July 1888 when Wig Reynolds sold it . The land is Lot 2, Block 2 in 
the City of Azle, Tarrant County . No record of this transaction 
exist s in the Tarrant County deed records. Since both the granter 
and grantee lived in Parker County, I hoped some document might 
have been filed there. 

Your help will be very much apprec i ated . 
expense for photocopies. 

Very truly, 

Please notify me of any 

:),-c I e f--t'-t-~ 
.ifoye.fk. Evetts 
Tarrant County Hi stori ca 1 Cammi ss ion 
4400 Idledell 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 



J une 11, 199 0 

Mr. Grover Shannon 
2003 Rickety Lane 
P.O. Box 130307 
Ty l e r, TX 75712 

De ar Mr. Shannon: 

I am researching for a Texas Historical Marker and am looking for 
information on the Azle Camp No. 596 Woodmen of the World -
especially the date when it was formed and date it became inactive. 

In 1900, the Azle Camp furnished material and paid for erecting a 
second story ove r the J. R. Walker drug store for use as a meeting 
plac e. 

In the 1930's the upstairs room was used as a meeting place by many 
other c ivic, community and fraternal groups including the 
Eastern Star and Rebekah Lodge. 

In 1983, the Gipson Rebekah Lodge gave a quit claim deed for the 
upstairs to Paul Worthen who owned the rest of the building and 
l a nd. Thi s group was organized November 13, 1950 and met in the 
upstairs roo m until 1976. 

I'm trying to trace the ownership of the upstairs . When did the 
Azle Camp transfer ownership of the upstairs? Was it sold or given 
directly to the Rebekah Lodge or did another group own the upstairs 
for a time? 

Any information you can give me would be very much appreciated. 

cerely~ ,. . 

c1f Zt<-l,a;;;-
rs./Joye K. Evetts 
arrant County Historial Commission 

4400 Idledell 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 



General Land Office 
Archives & Records Division 
Stephen F. Austin Building 
17th & North Congress 
Austin , TX 78711 

Gentlemen: 

June 7, 1990 

I am research for a Texas Historical Marker application 
on a site in Tarrant County and would like to buy copies 
of some early land records . on: 

The Benjami n F . Curtis 160- acre survey patented by 
John H. Rumpsfeldt in 1859 (No . 569 , Vol 24) 

Ownership change of the above to James Azle and 
Mary E . Steward prior t6 1875 

Information about land patented or granted to 
James Azle Steward in Tarrant County 

Information about land patented or granted to 
John Giles Reynolds in Tarrant County 

Information about land patented or granted to 
Lewis Thomas Wigfall Reynolds in Tarrant County 

Your help will be very much appreciated. 

Sincerely , 

Joye K. Evetts 
Tarrant County Historical Commission 
4400 Idledell 
Fort Worth , TX 76116 
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STEWAR T, J H FA "!f'-4IN S- 'Jl7526 01 
STEWART , J H FANNIN S-0 17527 Ol 

STEWAR T t J H FA NN IN S- 0 17528 01 
STE WART, J H fAN N! N S- 0 17529 0 1 
ST[WAQ T, J H FA NN IN S- Cl7530 0 1 
STEWA 1H , J H FA NNIN S- 01753 1 0 1 
STE WAP T , J H FA NN IN S-0 17 532 01 

STE\JAr? T, J J ,-,ILAM P-0 030 11 02 
STEWAR T, J MCNEIL FA NN IN 2-000532 0 4 I 

STEWA RT, J p FANNIN P-0027 75 02 ~ STEWAR T, J p BEXAR P-006468 00 
STEWAPT , J p rANNIN 3- 003324 03 

STE WAR T, J T FANNIN P- 002886 02 
STEWART , J V BEXAR S-055305 00 
STEWA P.T, J w FA NN I N P- 00 4704 0 1 
STEWART, J w MILAM P- 0050 41 00 
STEWART, J w MI LA M P- oos4i,.o 00 

STEWAR T, J w NACOGDOCHES 3-003092 02 
STEWAR,T , J X TRA VIS S- 00 1747 02 
STE WART, J AMES BASTROP B- 000221 / 2 00 
STEWAR T, JA MES MI LAM 8 - 0005 73 OS 
STEWA RT, JA ME.S MI LA M 8 - 00 10 1 8 03 

STEWAQT , J AM ES FA NN IN B- 001170 02 
STEWART , JA l'1 ES c -□ 01 a30 DO 
STE WAR T, JAMES COLOPA OO l-OOOOR 4 24 
STEWART, JAMES BAS TPOP 1-0CC25 7 14 
STEWAR T, JAMES HOUST ON 3-000 395 1 2 

STEWART, JA~ES F MILAM P - 00 1 936 03 
STE WART, JAMES H MON TGOMER Y s - n on1&0 16 
STEWA RT , JAMES H MILAM S- 00 3134 0 1 
STEWAR T, JAM[.S H BE XAR S-0494 1 2 DO 
STEWAR T, J A~ES H BE XAR S- 0516 16 00 

STEWAl<T , JA~ES H ~E.XAR S - 0 5" 7 q b !JO 
STEWAQ T, JAMES w TRAVIS 8 - !;G!:1360 C5 
STEWAR T, JAS D POBEP TSON S- OC?t. 8 3 '.'1 [j 

STEWAPT , JA SP N TR AVIS 3- 0C l'J 71 9 09 
STEWAPT , J EPE~lA H T F'A NNI N 3- CC. 152 0 04 
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'6Apri1 1990 

ST R JBL I Ne_., DF<UC- ::, TORE 

Thi- is not a detailed critique aL t~e prob;ems ar2 too numerous. 
Thie is Just t0 give you some ideL of the pr0ble~s 

~he needs ~0tailed help with the torM o~ the narrative 
style 2-tc 

rhere is mucn ,~ t~0 narrative which do 5 n)t belong there ~~e 
sho..,1d e~,... udc thia: i-iistory or- Azle:, ard pi::op"'8 ,..,he are not vr"J
cerned wit~ th 1 s subject Azle hist~ry whi-n Puts the store 
witnin a conte~t is t~P orly history that sn~u 1d be in 1udet 

I made notes on the n~~rativ= w~ic~ wil' probably be co~fu_fnq, 
so maybE' tl1'S w"' 71 'H. tr- a ittlE: 

fli~inate the ~1,~t paragrap~ 
ti·1e marker subJec,: 

It real'y h~~ ~~t~ing tc do with 

The second paragr;;iph nPght ro.::id '~L,e ::,+-.rib ling Jruq Stor>;: is 
ocat(•d or t>ie E',cr,jarrir· F Curtis l6C arr;2 su,-vey cater"Jtec b:, 

John rlenry Rumpsfe1dt on August 4 18':)Q" Wed~, t "'~oi,-1 that 
STew~rd lived on a ru~psfe1dt rarm or y thft he owned 1ar~ that 
RurnpsTeldt once oi,med T11e staterne.-nt dbout Rey~?ld'"' is oJt 0f 
p ~ce as there h~s been nc prev~ou~ mentior c+ him H rctur0ed~ 
Had 1-ie been thp.-e earl ,er'! Who i.--ias '"le and why ;,-1as 1-iE:- 'llc>nt 1 cned? 

o,.,,.g , c. par-a - Part r- th-;~- ·is r edLr1dc1r t , part "-· 1ecessar v '-i .'W 

does the sc~oo tee in to the story' The deed quoted reads t• 
t:;;Lmpsfeldt :::.urvey ,.,ot tlie CL1,-tis :-urvey Doe2 this deed have any 
meaning to the ~ar~ative? 

Page .:, L,:1rid do'1ated 1,-1as in tl--ie r,urt 1 s SL1rvey. ~ot the Kumpsfeldt 
,3u;-vey 

E lm.;nate or reword the post o•fic~ statement 

Two mer are rer-erred t. as brothers. yet there is 3~ yea-s c~f
f"ere'7ce in their ages according t-:> her ~:1rrative Eliminate +.he 
'.)uTfa I.:, trz.., l ard othe•- undocumented ; 2naL. age He re:<:.- ved '7 is 
Board ot Prarrnac~, Certificate in 1890 att8r 2aving -i:o•.-m. PLtt 
sentenres ir r~ght order. 

Eliminate last p,:ir,sgr,3pn as .;t: hos ri0rh-ir~g tc d, i.-dth the drug 
store 

F·aragraph 3 - ~aye- '1e tore do1-Jn t'"ie cruq stv"'"E- '17 190c Ther1 C' t.:S 
on t, t011 ribe>l•-t the bllil,::in9 fr, 19C6. l'leeds t0 Make c1 st,,t$'nent 
abc,J~ b, 1lr.i in~ a riew b._1i r,:-1,ng, w, en, wh· bu-- 1t e•~ 

Frorr docume~tation this vive 



f1ir+-h•~r ocati.:i, ':it~ eet "'+:C. fhe s nt_ '"' , b ~ginri ng 'U..., i:- ,br••-
r,1" sr·L·lc qivE:: Mc,.._ :::ornolel1:e- i·•,-.:orrr•at-i~,.., 'l1.., renrt•cny 5 ':IOt•, 

walker sold t.,e upstairs ot thi-:.: bJilding to (he Azle -o:ll"IP ot tre 
l,Jorirlrner 0f +he- W('t 1c, rree a~ : 'c,ar 1•;-ith or, out:: de 2ntran-E:: 
Ch~c~ ~""1d ~P it they did n-t a•~-, ~ave! ~iq~t t" a s1dewa•• 

lt the ta~ ;ent ""1 

J:.•,991:;. :: par c 1 - Wb 
21 · 16J ' .... L. .. ~t

ar~ see it wa not 

s~t~ ~ p~rt ~ 4 

the •~i<?st side ot lot 2 
l t 'i.A rathE,.. tl--c 1 /I? 

(, v dete 1 l 
L...,,c-1., at. th>= -:!c'CL.J'TIPrtr; 

E ;,' ;.> a i ,.. t ' 1 a t t h c I-, ~ g h w c _,, w ,- w ·i d en e c "' n c• t I E-> b 1 1 C' ., n c, M "e d l~1 c1-=-

b11 -i l d 1., g rnov.u bad on tht, ;__,<':JfTh? lot, 

l C' c W a l 1< e - S O -, d tr e .,. "i t S "': t l O O I 

wa; it then ernpty, 

P u t t r P t a c t t h e + ,.., ' 1 ) i.-J i n g m ,:! t e r " ::i 1 w a s h v :::> t r -; ; i r- g i , t 
i-c,~tnl">te 

E.liminatc, 1 a~t paraqrap~ d~wn t~ 
rOOIT' i ~ tr,e rl•-L q tc-e I~ not ,m,nat 
bowman +arnous 1 

tncroa~hme~t c~mplafnt - plair· 

C .irt,.... '"'0ffl 

H<"H,., arc 

Page f:i - 1-<E--word f r.,t '"l"''1tenc-e and g1v0 ;-,..,.,rpc-ra+i01 
!, ~ V € d • + P ti tc I e t t 

': ,e ,. "'Ur t-
wac. Jue 00 

Re1rJOrd ~-1:or½:.i.!>nc2 ~eg ir,nir1 '[q 1963' [+- cs:>..ild --ead '[n 196..> Jarnes 
H irnC' byra <.:,t,--:b 1 ~ sold th12ir- stc.\..1-: e•1d 2q.ipm8nt tc Milto'i 
rt--ornp~ ins, ~ho =-ent 17+::o bu-siness e se,r.Jhi":-re. e1di-ig tre ,-.,any 
yE'.:r-s :,- th1? dru~2 .st:>res e?".;:s teri:e - or so'TicU" ·ng sirvr.; la 

'.=p-., ) 'im,n.-;tc• 1T rot a bL·ld,nq la'"ldrnarl-: n.=tr•E"•r app'il"';i-t-ir.""1, 
a::. +hf.. <:+or-y _,• tt-.,_ ,~r t,g st0rt. ic: i,n hec' !T h2 warit a bu, l~ 
i r'q rn .:irv ,,.. , .... ardrrar '· <.;,tat JS then ":, 11A ri eds tr :;,n ti 'iue t t flk 

tre '"'ist:,-v ('"" ,h- ?vi"ld ,rs +c ..... ,.:, pt"t St,; t 't a .... =-ndrrc• ~ rnar ~ e•· 
is i.-Jante~ t~en they ,,-.i• l 1i2ed detai lecJ p ,-::,t,:;,qrapl'1·:• 0+- a <:• 1c -,; 
rT +he bl · di rig. 21n,:f "::Ol"1e <' '-wirig :-+ t'1P c• 1 Ir: r ~ dimens~or· t:t.__ 
Lno~ a~ your ~ar~er ~PP ·catirr rl">~ what t1dt @rtai's 

L-:: ~t ;:,c:qt=' 
Oe"" ~ <"'rl-: e~ 



Cwrtis 

December 12, 1989 

Mrs. Cloma Britt 
1024 Bradley Drive 
Azle, Texas 76020 

Dear Mrs. Britt: 

Media Co1tpoll0 tio~ 

For the purposes so stated in your letter dated December 7, 
1989, you are authorized to use materials contained in the 
1986 Azle Community History book provided permission is 
granted by an authorized representative of the Azle Historical 
Museum Society. 

Cd:K<e~ 
D. L. KNOWLER 
Chairman 
Curtis Media Corporation 

1Qg1 Mo.~et Q,~tell B'W ■ Suiie 105 ■ Do~~s. Tex.us 7520?,. 214-651·1025 



PERMISSION 
Permiss2 

CURTIS MEDIA CORPORATION CENTER 
1931 Market Center Boulevard, Suite 105 

Dallas, Texas 75207 

AZLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
B . J. Clark , President 
J'Nell Pate, Vice President 
Gertie Ansley, Secretary - Treasurer 

DONATIONS: Ft Worth DEEDS & RECORDS INDEX 
CMOMPUTER: copy of Deeds: 

Bill I r win: Office Supervisor 

COUNTY TAX OFFICE 
Abstracts, Deed Plat, Storage Records 

AZLE CITY HALL RECORDS: INCORPORATION PAPERS 

MEMOR IES : Bill Stribling, youngest son of James & Byra 
Stribling 

TARRANT COUNTY DISTRICT HIGHWAY OFFICE 
GRAPHIC RIGIIT- OF- WAY MAP movement of buildings 1n Azle 

1n 1931 

BUS ROUTES Maps & Schedules: BLUE BOOK: Russell's 
011icial National Motor Coach Guide from: 
Billy M. Johnson, 4212 Muir Street , 

Big Springs , Texas 79720 

GREEN GUIDE BOOK : Continental TRAILWAYS: 
from: 

E. W. Simmons, Senior - Di rec tor Schedules 
Last- Minute Changes 

GREYHOUND LINCS, INC.; 901 Main Steet, Suite 
2580, Dallas , Texas 75202 

Phone : 214-744-6520 



Cloma Britt 
1024 Bradley Drive 
Azle, Texas 76020 
Phone: 1 - 817- 444- 4870 

AZLE , TE XAS' TENTH HISTORICAL MAKERR 

l 

STRIBDRU 1- 20- 1992 

The S tribling Old Drug Store 

became the Hub of COMMUNITY ACTIVITI ES from 
1935 thr ough 1963 

i s the SUBJECT 
of this 

HISTORICAL MARKER 

and to be 

presented as a CANDIDATE for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER in 1992 

************************************** 

The STRIBLING DRUG STORE sits in the Benjamin F . Curtis 

Survey o n 160 acre farm patented by ' John' H. Rumpsfeldt on 

August 9, 1959. 

******************************** 

In 1906, Woodme n of t he WORLD a s ked if they cou ld 
BUILD a TOP FLOOR to Walker's LARGE DRUG STORE, 
He gave them Permi ssion by Deed. ( 1) 

Ida Wa lker sold the lower EMPTY BUILDING on : 

Lot 2 Block 2 to James H. and Byra Stribling, a you ng 

coup le from F t Worth, Texas on April 11, 1935 . <2) 



2 

Byra Stribling heard through her Aunt that a private 

owned Company was bringing a SWITCHBOARD to Azle area that 

provided a house, a s mall garden spot, plus a $60 monthly 

Salary for the Operator . 

She applied and got the Job and worked TWO YEARS to help 

her Husband get s tarted. (3) 

Since the Striblimgs had bought an EMPTY 

BUILDING at 117 W Main, they had to Re- Stock, EQUIPMENT 

and DRUGS , to have a Drug Store. (4) 

Bill Stribling said; "Dad, heard of a Drug Store in 

Greenwood fo r sale, near pres ent day Slidell, Texas in 

Wise County. He DASHED over there, BOUGHT IT, loaded 

and brought the stock and equipment to hi s Azle store . 

He never knew what happened to his Building , that he 

left at Greenwood, Texas ." (5) 

After Byra Stribling worked two years at the Private 

phone Company. She and her husband decided that the 

Catt l e men and Farmers needed morning and evening hours , so 

t hey decided to work in shifts at the Dr u g Store at 117 W 

Main S treet. (6) 

BYRA was HEARD to say, "Moving out here : to a House 

with no CONVENIENCES with a s mall baby to care f or, it is 

j ust awful. 11 (7) 

Jay Wood y was lacking one day, being FOUR YEARS OLD 

when the DEED was signed . (8) 



3 

Mr Stribling put in, a Delco system of electricity, so 

they had the FIRST ELECTRIC LIGHTS in Village of Azle. (9) 

Other changes to the Building, occurred when an OUT

OF-CONTROL-CAR CRASHED into the Drug Store, resulting in 

the removal of Guard- Rail, rep lacement of the plank porch 

and four - paned windows, plus, they had to put in a 

Concrete porch. They put in LARGE- PANED STORE WINDOWS at 

this time to plan for his STORE for the FUTURE . (10) 

Bill Stribling shared the Memory of the: BENCH on the 

front PORCH, that served as a gathering place for men to s it 

chew tobacco, spin yarns, and exchange news about their 

Friends and Neighbors . It was here that Bill heard 

OLDTIMERS tell NEWCOMERS, how Mr Walker tore down the TINY 

Drug Store and built t he LARGE STREET- FLOOR DRUG STORE . 

Then the MEN spoke of Mr Walker allowing the WOODMEN OF THE 

WORLD by DEED, to build a meeting Room u p - stairs with an 

East ENTRANCE and SIDEWALK to Street so that they would have 

a PRIVATE ENTRANCE. (11) 

During the DEPRESSION YEARS of 1930's, the Drug store 

served as a Commodities- Center for the NEEDY. (12) 

Mr. Faris Ross, Newspaper Editor, of "AZLE BOOSTERtt, and 

President, of Civic League , and one of Azle's most ardent 

Boosters ' in 1936 asked famou s Speakers to Come to their 
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Community to speak . Then, he put another a r tic le in his 

paper express ing THANKS. ( 13 > 

In t h e "Az l e Booster' dated April 3, 1936, t here was an 

article about the extension of ELECTRIC SERVICE to Azle . 

Mr Faris Ross, a s Civic League Pres ident, h ad invited J ames 

V. Aldred, Go venor of Texas, t o speak to their great 

progress as a Community. (14) 

Faris Ross worked to get a LARGE Crowd for the 

CELEBRATION. 

Hi g h Schoo l. 

250 residents. 

He drew 1,500 to t h e s ma ll auditorium of the 

There was STANDING room only, i n a Community of 

In this Edition, the, Governor said, "I 

enjoyed t he Azle Community . 

in the Ne ws paper . (15) 

You have a Wonderful Community." 

During the 1940's and the 1950's t h e Drug Store served 

as the Conte ntal Trail Ways Agency Station a nd Transfer 

point on Bus routes : fro m F t Worth to Wichita Falls to the 

north, as we ll as, fr om Fort Wor th to Seymour then to the 

West . ( 16) 

Downstairs, Walker had built in a Doctor ' s Office , a 

Restroom, and an area for a iibrary where Byra served as the 

second Librarian . (17) 

During t h e Stribl ing years , t h e UPSTAIRS was an active 

place, where it was used for Committee Meetings, which 



included Azle Civic League, Town Hall, Precinct 4 Meeting 

Room, and polling place for Elections. (18} 

5 

Clubs that met up there: the Garden Club, Rebekah Lodge 

and Eastern Star until the stairs became too difficult for 

s ome of the Members, then they moved over to the 

Christian Church on July 12 1 1976. 

had passed away . (19> 

Some of the Members 

Byra Stribling was a Lifetime Member of b oth the 

Eastern Star and the Rebekah Lodge. (20} 

Byra Stribling was a Charter Member of the AZLE 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY and the DEMOCRATIC PRECINCT CHAIRMAN 

for 20 or MORE YEARS in the EARLIER years. (21> 

In 1950, an ENCROACHMENT COMPLAINT came against the 

stairs and sidewalk of the Drug Store, wh ich also, gave the 

death of J. R. Walker, in the AFFIDAVIT. Archie Forrester, 

Walker's s on- in- law, in a property- plat- Revision of : 

Lot 2, Block 2 indicated 2 . 5 ' encroachment of the sid e walk 

on the east side and 1.2' foot encroachment of the concrete 

entry porch, s o Archie took care of the problems . (22) 

In 1957, the Texas Highway Department re- routed S tate 

Highway 199 and des ignated Main Street as Spur 344. 

Thereafter, the bulk of TRAFFIC, no longer passed in front 

of the S t ribling Drug Store. <23> 
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On April 13, 1957, a RUMOR CAME, that Ft Worth was 

planning to ANNEX the Village of Azle. The Azle leadership 

went to the Ft Worth Council and they LEARNED HOW to 

INCORPORATE their Community. (24> 

They organized a nd held an ELECTION with 152 FOR 

INCORPORATION, and 127 AGAINST, thus, they became the 

City of Azle, Texas." in 1957 to elect their OFFICERS: (25) 

In 1957, the City was ruled as a : General Law City in 

the: State of Texas with a Mayor and City Council so 

ALL MAYORS serving under this r ule were: 

1. Dan Jarvis 

2 . Warren Pugh 

Warren had s uffered 
BUT he was 

Mayors 

FIRST 

SECOND 

an Heart 
able to 

April 13 , 

April 13, 

Attack in 
serve 
April 14, 

His DEATH came: 

3. Jay Woody Stribling 

November 6, 1966 

THIRD April 15, 

As Mayor: he cut the 
RIBBON of $ 20.00 BILLS at the 

GRAND OPENING 
of Azle State Bank on: 

January 7, 1961. 

4. Jay Woody Stribli ng resigned, TO GO on: 
January 14, 1962 

to be the 

1957- 1958 

1950- 1959 

1949 

1958- 1959 

1959- 1960 

(26) 

(27) 

(28) 



DIRECTOR 
of Indian Housing for the S tate of Arizona 

He lives in 
Phoenix, Arizona 
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(29) 

5. CY Rone was elected in SPECIAL ELECTION to fill 
the place of Jay Woody Stripling 's Vacancy on: 

July 4, 1962 (30) 

He was sworn in by: 
Councilwoman Laura Jane Jordan < 31) < 32) 

6. CY Rone was RE-ELECTED Apr i l 1963- 1969 (33) 

The REST OF THE TERMS 

7. Tim Harper elected April 1969- 1970 (34) 
8 . CV Rone April 1971- 1979 (35) 
9. James Brawley Apri 1 1979- 1981 (36) 

10. Arlen Wheeler Apr il 1981- 1983 (37) 
11. CY Rone Apr i l 1983- presnt 

or Jan 1992 (38) 

The Striblings sold their DRUGS and EQUIPMENT to Milton 
Thompson, who moved away, thus ENDING 36 years of LARGE DRUG 
STORE <or the LOWER FLOOR of the Present building) 

plus the 18 years as a TINY DRUG STORE on the same spot 
of Lot 2, Block 2 in the OUTPOST that became 

the AZLE, TEXAS of 1992. (39) 

The TOP FLOOR was built in 1906 by: 
WOODMEN OF THE WORLD 

as their MEETING PLACE 

April 13, 1969, The Striblings rented the EMPTY 

(40) 

building to Paul Worthen and his friend, Franklin Couch to 

open a s : C & W ELECTONICS 



Two years later, Paul Worthen bought the ELECTRICAL 

matrial s from his Partner, Mr Couch, when he moved to 

Commanche, Texas to set up his own shop . (41} 

During the late 1960' s and early 1970's, the STRIBLINGS 

travel. (42) 

Thus, Paul Worthen was sti ll a RENTER for a TOTAL of 

15 years and 10 days . (43) 

Mr Stribling passed away on Nove mber 12, 1974, thus, 

Byra Stribling deeded the store to Jay Woody Stribling, the 

oldest s on, at the time he was in town. 

their Home to Bill Stribling. (44) 

She also deeded 

Jay Woody Stribling kept the store FOUR YEARS after 

their Mother died. {45) 

On September 25, 1978, Jay Woody Stribling sold the 

store to Paul Worthen. (46> 

When Paul Worthen bought the building, the Woodmen of 

the World ' s rights and interest in the upper story of 

the building had been preserved in Deed conveyances from 

the Walkers and the Striblings. (47) 

In 1983, Paul Worthen received a Quit Claim for the 

Second floor from the Gipson Rebekah Lodge #460, who had 

not used it since 1976. (48) 

8 
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Woodmen of the World, Azle Camp No 596 had furnished 

Materials, and Paid for erection by Deed to Mr Walker, the 

Owner at that time, thus, No record exists of Rebekah Lodge 

ownership because they were NOT in on the Building of it in 

1906. (49) 

This LOWER Floor was the Drug Store that was BUILT in 

1908 by J. R. Walker and it is 92 years old this year. (50) 

The TOP Floor was added by Woodmen of the World and it 

was built in 1906, so it is 86 years old this year. (51) 

So, this lower floor is this OLDEST remaining 

COMMERCIAL building in Azle on the SAME spot where Wig 

Reynolds built h is TINY DRUG STORE on Lot 2, Block 2 in 

1882. (52) 

J . R . Walker had used the TINY DRUG STORE for 12 years 

before he tore it down, to build his STREET floor: or 

LARGE ONE in 1900 . <53) 



MEMORIES of Bill Stribling 3-5-1990 

fl l: "Dad, James H. Stribling, heard of a drug store 
for sale over in Wise County at Greenwood near present 
SLIDELL, Texas: He DASHED over there, BOUGHT THE STORE, and 
loaded up the EQUIPMENT and STOCK: then BROUGHT them to his 
Azle Store. He never knew what happened to his building ~t 
Greenwood, Texas". 6 ' J -

SIG~::~=~er .9, 1988 Jt 1~ 
# 2 A car came down the street, CRASHING through our 

Plank GUARD RAIL, taring up the PLANK PORCH and on into our 
FOUR-PANED WINDOWS." Dad, James H Stribling planned for his 
FUTURE. He put in FULL- PANED WiNDOWS; poured a CONCRETE 
porch floor and left off the Guard Rail , b, . 

SIG~:~~=~er 12, 1988 13;,/ c ~ 
It 3 "The OLO BENCH on the Front porch was a GATHERING 

PLACE FOR MEN, whe n th e y came in off o f their farms and 
ranches. Th e y s at to ch a t, to chew tobac co, spin yarns , and 
take home th e new s of their friend s ." 

"I heard these OLD TIMERS TELL the n e wc ome rs how J. R. 
Walker ran the FIRST LITTLE DRUG STORE for 12 year s , then in 
1900, tor e it down to build nice l. r-t) L' Twr· STORY Of<IIG s ·1ona:- " 

\ 

SIGNATURE _____ ________ ,/34 ~ 
Decemb e r 9, 1988 .;,~ - - -· - · J 

fl 4 "My brother- was serving as THllm MAYOR, of our 
THREE YEAR OLD City of Azle; INCORPORATED on April 13, 1957. 
His JOB OFFER came soon after he SNIPPED the RIBBON of $20.00 
bills on January 7, 1961 opening the AZLE STATE BANK." 

"He has been serving ever since as: Director .of 
INDIAN HOUSING for Arizona. He lives at 3014 North 15th 
Drive, Phoenix, Arizona 85015." 

SIGNATURE _____ _ ___ _ _ 
(J;». 

February o; 1989 

# 5 "Mom~ Dad, James and Byra Stribling travelled some 
in the late 1960's and early in 1970's Mom was horn in 1900 
and Dad was born in 1889" Picture ~A }-)~·A~ 

SIGNATURE_______ ______ .._,,-~--- ✓ 
November 12, 1989 5~ 



S tribl ing Old Drug S to.re· .p .(}:J 
Azle in 1920. The o)~rc <>n th~left-, 
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L ft· Arvcl W. Boyd, founder and P re~ident of A1.IP 
S~o~ Bank and Jay W. Stribling, Moyor of_ Azle, 
cutting ribbon of $20.00 bills ot grand opcnini: oir 
bonk Jon. 7, 1961. 

The cornerstone laying ceremony 11nd flog raising 
otAzlc Cily Hall August 18, 1970. Pictured are and 
then Mayor Tim Harper and MaY1,r-prn-l.emp._Joe 
Delwaide. 
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COUNTY OP 

O'k EO 
J. I-/, 

-c 0 
STR /8L _'/Cr 
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HO u.sr ~ _Lr, r 

DEED RECORD VOLUME 1478 
),'.fl:3. ID,\ ·11 A t.Y.1'.:ri TO J. 11,S'mIBLINO 

~ -----:-- ·-
OF TEXAS I 

TAH:1ANT 

130 

TIIAT l, ~•Jl :J. IDA ·:,AJ. r.~.n, lndtvtduolly Md 111 indepcndon·. oxecut rb: or th o eeto to or J.R, 
'1/a lko r, deoc,ased, or the Ctty or Azle , 

Xl(DllCCounly ot T11 rrM t l'l&to o( To XO~, In conaldoratlon of 

Six Hundred ($600.00) 

1ecured to bo paid Ly 

DOLI.AIIS, to mo 
~ ' 

, II followa: 

Ono vendor's llen noto ln the sue or iooo .oo , dn t od Apr1l 6 , l'J35, dr:swlna lntoroat at tho 

rato or 6~ per nnnwn , lntore ot pnyablo monthly as it eooruoo, The pr lnolp11l or :, old noto 

being p11ynble in monthly lnotollmento or iOO ,00 Jnoh, fl rat paymont. duo and ;)ayablo May e, 

1935 , and a like amount on tho 6th dey or each apooooding month until tho entir e amount la 

pat.d, Said note cont111n1ns the usual 1~ ottorney•a roee olau110. 

have Granted , Sold ond Convoyod , and by theeo proeonts do Cront, Soll and Convoy, unto tho 

eaid J, H. Stribling, or the City or Azle, Countv or Torrent, and 3tato or Toxaa, tho following 

doooribod rool oetato, to-wit: Ono Houeo ond_ Lot_1n the Vll.!..ei;e or A;lo, and known 1111 Lot No,/ 

2~~-~~ ~'°-• __ ?., _be1 ng thnt real est.a to doncri""" in Book_ l?.~L poge -~' Deed Rocorde or · 

Torrant County, Toxae, 

lt is "1;/1<1.1!_:_e..l£rul that grentor dooe not N n or convoy horoby the uppor 11tory of tho 

houo11 on :in1d prem1sos, o.nd thio c omreya noe 1o oubjoct to Uio right:, nnd l ntoroeto or the 

Woodau!Jl or tho Wor ld in oold bu1l!'\1ng, C:rontenin ooumoo o 11 taxoa. 

I 

TO IIAVF. At11.1 TO HOLD, lne above dc,crib,·u prcml•c,, toa-othcr wilh ~u oriu ,!n~uta r, the rl•hl• • ••• •M"•'···- ·· · ·· 
f.., • -•••••'•• \. ~ ••-••l-- ,._ .,..•~•.,.,.I t .l • ,, C'""1"'1Tl'>1' • ••- • 



I 
DEED RECORD VOLUME 1478 

WITNESS my hand DttX 

Slimed and Delivered In Preaonco o! 

$1.oo u. s. I. n. s. CA?IC:ZLU:D. 

40¢ S, R. S. CANCELU:D, 

thl• ll dayot 

llRS. ID.\ \'/Al.KE!'! 

--r-•------ -4--

A. D. 193!'>, 

THE STATE OF TEXAS/ uotnry Public, 
Countyo! TAHRANT \ IJEvORE ME, the undersigned eut.bor1ty, a/ 
In and tor Tarrant County, i ·exu, on thl1 dny pcraonnlly appeared ~ms, IDA WALKJm, 1nd1 v 1d u-

ally 11nd 1111 1o:1opond,-,nt. ox.ioutr1x or the X.DD'.lliD::llXx oototo or J ,R.WalkBr,decoosod knol'ltl t0t4e 
to be tho person 'll'hosa name 1a 1ubscribcd to th• forti:oin~ ln1trumcnt, and acltnowlodatd to 1D1 that aha ' 
u:ccuttd lhe u.me for tho purposes and conslderaUon lhtrcln upreucd. . i 

GIVEN under my hand u,J acal oC oCClco, t hla 

(L.S,) 

THE STATE OF TEXAS( 
County o! \ 

' 

lltb Aprll A. D. l!Y.15, 

W, T. CIPSOII, l•ot.ary Public, 

! 
flEl''ORE ~m. 

1n 11nd ror T11rr,ui; County, Tox1u. 

In and for County, Tcxos, 0 11 Ihle day peuonn lly appeared 

wlle oC ~ known to mo lo ho lhe 11or11on whoae nume 
aubacrlbed to tho Cortiiolnir Instrument and 

ha\' lng: been examine<! by me priv ily and nport from her h11•band, nnd hHin,: 
the aame fu lly explnincd lo her, she th e uld · acknowlcd)l'ed 
auch Jnatrumcnt to b• her net on,1 deed And aho decla red that aha had wllUna ly Al1rnod tho 111mo tor Iha purpo101 and con1ldorallon 
thuoln expressed, and !hat 1h0 did nol wish to retract It. · / 

GIVEN under my hand And • col ot o//lco, lhla ,lay or A. D. JO 
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TEXAS HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM -TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION (rev. 8-82) 

1· ~~~:ural T~,:7c::A o4- 5 6. ~~&6~:~o~----__ .. ________ __ Sl~N~~---- - --_-_- _-_- ___ -

Name P(l..u. I IA/v}fl.e.,., __ ._:_,~>- __ ti . Oat. : Fect111il __ Qee.cL,_t.i{L<;' __ E1t . . -- ·- - ·--

Addr.u _j__j r lAL He., .. Sir::.c.1:, .. .i\zl,:_, ____ ____ _ 7. Archtt.ct/Bulldor _ ······- ____________ - - - - --- - -~-
Contrac1X>r 

- - ---- -- - - -------····- ·- -··- ··- ··-- -·- ... 

13. RellltionthlptoSlte: Moud O:ite _ o-;or~ S-lt;° __ __ (dc,~ -1-be)--T~c.-_o-l~f~-~+-- -~ -0. ~~!~.:;-~== 
-~o' Jn.£. ~ _____nu..J.s.\.i_c.:3-n1?-"1-i(6.ill -5tr~l£.. - .VJ:fJ!'!... t . f..J~ ) _..fl..W.y-----3-'tl/:. /Yoe:,,_ - ---

'4 . B1bl~rcphy 9o .1.1c,.,_•,e11Z/d f3 ..... ,'[ I- \1l /9cJ c.; 16. Informant ~ !'!.~b...ed-.:.,£)7..e.J_ ~ -....::~ · -;- _ 
_ _ __________________ 16. Recorder ,_Bk-4 Ma.. 'B,-,.'JL_ Or.ta -1.::-. ::i b - &/ '-k __ __ _ 

DESIGNATIONS PHOTO DATA 
'NR IS No. _ ______ Old THC Codo _ ____ B&W 4x6'a_ SI Idea 

C RTHL O HABS (no.) T:...E=:.:X:..:........· ____ _ 36 mm Negs. 
R: 0 lndrw ldual IB Historic District YEAR DRWR ROLL FRME 

~:" ~,:~:::•k O Multlpl►R.-,,. ~t--~-E1 : 
- -·-··- - - --

ROLL FAME 

r -=r -l= -~r=·------ __ ___ 7 
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City of Azle 
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To Amarillo 
< 
\ -

WICHITA FALLS 

~ Decatur 

Jqcksboro 

~.....,___ 

S oring to1rm 

FORT WORTH 

- Dallas-Wichita Fall s Bus Line 

DALLAS 

North T2 x as Coach Co . ici. for mer Wichita Falls Bus Co . (Wichita FalJ.s - Amarillo) 



QCD 11/1/83 

Gipson Rebekah Lodge #460 by Laura Jane 
Att CS 
to 
Pual Worthen 

lt 2 blk 2 
$10 ovc 

ACKOK 

CITY OF AZLE 

.. 
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stirFDDT 
f□□Tnote 
BIBLO 

STRIBLING 

1935- 1963 
By Cloma Britt 

2 - 6 - 1992 

**~* 1900 LOWER FLOOR BUILT, 1906 TOP FLOOR BUILT**** 

Dr ·James' Azle and ·Mary' (Fowler) S t e ward had a 
Centenia l CELEBRATION in 1971 . 

1. TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
WOODMEN of the WORLD BUILT top floor 

Vol 242, pp 46- 47 
TOP FLOOR: Lot 2 , Block 2 

February 5, 1906 

2 . TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
Ida Walker on Lot 2, Block 2 s old EMPTY DRUG STORE in 

VOL 1478, pp 139- 140 
James H. Strib l i ng 

April 5 , 1 931 

3. TARRANT COUNTY PHONE OPERATOR in: OUT- POST 

4. TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
EMPTY Drug Store LOT 2, BLOCK 2 

5 . November 9, 1988 Bill Stribling #1: tell s of Greenwood 

6. Mr & Stribling Shift Work in S TORE 

7. Jay Woody Stribl ing almost 4: 4 - 10 - 1931 
NO CONVENIENCES 

8. Jay Woody LACKI NG I DAY WHEN THEY SIGNED THE DEED 

9 . TARRANT COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
Ft Worth, Texas 
Vital Statist ics Office 
1800 University Drive 

10 . De l co System of LIGHTS 

11. CAR- CRASH into Windows: large store windows REPLACED 

12. November 9 , 1988, # 2 Bill Stribling's Memory: BENCH 
Old Timers MEMORIES 

Woodmen of World BUILDING ups t airs in 1906 
5 Vol 242, pp 46- 47 

February 5, 1906 



13. DEPRESSION YEARS of 1930's and 1940's ; Drug Store 
s e r ved as a COMMODITIES- CENTER served NEEDY 

14. Faris Ross brough t SPEAKERS to Community 
MY HOME TOWN, Beatrice Gipson Carter , pp 209- 211 

15 . STATE SPEAKER, GOVENOR J a mes V. Aldred on: 
ELECTRICE SERVICE 

2 

16. Faris Ross invited people & had 1500 the re to hear the 
Governor on April Apr il 3, 1936 

17. 1940' s and 1950 's, Stribling Dr ug Store serve a s : 
CONTENIAL BUS S TATION for busses going 

West & North of Wic hita Falls 

18. DOWN STAIRS: Byra Stribling was the SECOND LIBRARIAN 

19 . Up Stairs served COMMI TTEE Meetings 

20 . Clubs 

21 . Byra Stribling was a L I FE MEMBER of Eastern Star & 
Rebeka h Lodge 

22 . Byra was CHARTER MEMBER for: 20 years or more of: 
DEMOCRATIC PRECINCT CHAIRMAN 
AZLE HISTORIC SOCIETY 

23 . TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
ENCROACHMENT AFFIDAVIT, S idewalk 

concrete ENTRY porc h 
Property Plat Revi s ion 
Vol 388- 5351 b y Archie 

Febru ary 25, 1950 

2 . 5' 
1. 5' 

Forres tor, son in law 

24 . STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT Main Street became Spur 344 

25.TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
Village of Az l e 

INCORPORATED to a CITY of AZLE 
o n 

April 13, 1957 



3 

26 . TARRANT COUNTY CITY GOVERNMENT 
Mayors ELECTED i n the ensuing years 

27 . Striblings RENTED the Bui lding on Lot B, Block 2 to: 
Pau l Worthe n & friend a s : 

C & W ELECTRONICS 
April 13, 1969 

28 . Paul Worthen bought hi s Partener's Equipment in 1971 

29 . THE S triblings TRAVELED in LATE 19 69 and EARLY 1970's 

30. Paul Worthen was a TOTAL RENTER of: 15 years and 10 days 

31. November 12 , 1974, James S tribling d ied 

32. TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
Byra s old to Jay Wood y Stribling the Store 

Vol 5752, pp 962, 963 , 964 . 965 
December 4, 1978 

33 . TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
Jay Woody Stribling s old t o Paul Worthen 

Vol 6592, pp 292 , 293 , 294, 294A 295, 296 with 
Warranty Dee d 

Septe mber 25, 1978 

34 . TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
Gipson Rebekah Lo dge #460 gav e Pa u l Worth en 

QUIT CLAI M t o: top floor 
Vo l 7669, pp 1707-1708 

May 16 , 1983 

35 . TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
Paul Wo rthen made LAST Payme nt 

Vo l 6592, pp 592 , 593, 594, 595 
September 1988 

F INE 
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~TRIB LNG DRUG STORE 

By 
Cloma Britt 

1024 Bradley Drive 
Azle, TX 76020 

817-444-4870 

-The f:> Stri b 1 ing Dru Store, hub of Azle community activities 

from 1935 until 1963, is located at 117 W. Main Street (Loop 344), 

Az 1 e, TX, approximately . 2 mi 1 e west of State Highway 199, in 

Tarrant County, Texas. 

The land on which the building is located is part of the 

Benjamin F. Curtis 160-acre survey (which spans the Tarrant-Parker 

County line), patented by John Henry Rumpsfeldt on August 9, 1859. 1 

Early Tarrant County property ecords were destv6yed in 1878 

when the Tarrant County Court Hou e burned; theref records 

prior to 1878 exist only re-filed 
I \ I 

after the fire. 
J 

Henry Rumpsfeld" 

\ D 

e BenJamin F. Curtis 1~0-a-e-re survey by John 
.,_ \ Q... 

Dr. James A. Steward, Tennessee native and 
I() ) I' 

pioneer doctor, and Mary E. Steward, 

were owners f the land on March 5, 1875, when they/ donated a S

acre site for the Ash Creek-M-i&&-ionary Baptist Church and school. 2 

883, ~ ._ James Azle Steward offered to donate land for a 

' ow s i e i he post office name were changed to "Azle" (h' 
QCL 

-mi-ddle name) rather than "O'Bar" which · had been called since 

September 5, 1881 The U.S. Postal Service officially approved 

the name change to "Azle" on ovember 6, 1883 3 v-- ... 
u ,,.. 
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I 
l -t-·. d.,. 

l - - u)O '--' n 'v 
() )I.µ-+\ ...... .... 

Recopying and r ef iling of deeds and surveying and platting of 
"' 

the 13-1/2-acre town site for the Village of Azle were completed 

and filed at t h e Tarrant County Court House on February 8, 1894, 

five years after Dr. Steward's death o n Apri l 29, 1889. 4 

...,JO.. s. 
The property on which the o..1-4- Stribh-Rg Drug Store W located 

(original l y a 50' x 100' lot known as Lot 2, Block 2) was sold by 

Dr. Steward and his wife to J . H. Way land of Parker County for $10 

on January 24, 1884 . 5 

d.n..clSB-8., Lewis Thomas Wigfall "Wig" Reynolds, who had been in 
I 

the drug business in Azle since 1882~ S:fl::ba-th&--dru~- ~t-Or-.-e- o-rFEo-t- 2, 
p.\AA- ~\.W' ~~"' ~i... 

~lock ~ - and moved to Weatherford. 6 A warranty deed dated July 27, 
~<>"--6 

1888 shows Wig Reynolds selling to J . R . Walker, "One house and l ot 

in the Village of Az l e and known as Lot No . 2 in Block No. 2. Also 

all the drugs in stock ... " for t he sum of $1178. 7 

J. R. Walker became the operator of the drug store. In 1900➔ '2 
t-h:e --b ui'"idi.ng either burned or was torn down and a new two-story 

~ l•t 
-.S..±.z;..u-~e built. The Woodmen of the World Azle Camp No . 596 

furnished the material and paid for erecting a second story room 
JI,..>" 

over store house of J . R. Walker l ocated on Lot No. 2 of Block No . 
o\}-)•\v.-i..,!. -Uv,.• ,;_ (',\,.... ;t"~ / 

2 . They 6-1-s:o. had a free and accessible outside 
J 

bac_k. 8 

entrance from:...ihe 
[..,i 

On July 22, 1930 , J. R. Walker sold to J. L. Pierce the west 

side of Lot 2, Block 2 (which became Lot 2B, Block 2). Mr. Walker 

retained the portion on whi c h the drug store was located, whi ch 

became Lot 2A , Block 2. 9 

In 1931, the Texas Highway Department widened and asphalted 

Page 2 

,) 



the gravel Main Street as Highway 199, taking 40' from the front of 
a. 

:t:-he lot along ain Street. A office for the village doc or 

added to the back of the drug store prior to the time that 

Ta rrant County mov ed the drug store to the back part of the lot . 10 

Mr . Walker died on April 5, 1931, leaving a widow, Ida Walker, 

and nine children. Mrs. Walker and her children opera ed the drug 

store for the next four years . 11 

On April 11, 1935, rs . Ida Walker sold the empty drug store 
l ~' '- ..:, 

building to James H. and Byra Woody Stribling, a young couple from 

Fort Worth. Mr. Stribl ·ng bought equipment and stock for the store 

f rom a drug store in Greenwood (Wise County) that was being soldQ 

Mrs . Stribling worked for the phone company in Azle for the first 

two years in order o help her husband start the new drug store.@ ~ 

The Striblings realized that their customers, primarily 

farme rs and r anchers, needed the drug store to be open during he 

evening. Mrs . Stribling quit her job with the phone company t o 

help run the drug store and keep it open from 8 a.m . to 9 p.m. l4 

Mr. Stribling put in a Delco system of electricity and had the 
") 

to the bui 1 ding ~U. 1 first electric 1 ights in Az 1 e . t5 Other changes 
t)) 

occur red when an out-of-control car crashed into the drug store, 

resulting in removal of the guard rail and rep lacement of the plank 

p orch nd four-pane windows with a concrete porch and full-pane 

tore windows. 16 

An old bench on the front porch served as a gathering place 

whe r e men sat to chew tobacco, spin yarns, and exchange news about 

friends and neighbors . 17 

Page 3 



During the depress i on years of the 1930's , Striblin g Drug 

Store was a commodities distribution center for t he needy. 16 

In t h e 1940's and 1950's, the drug store served as a 

Continent al Tra i l ways a ge ncy station a nd transfer point o n bus 

routes from Fort Worth to Wi chita Fa lls to points north as well as 

r outes from For t Worth t o Seymour to points west . 19 (\ ~ \J-.,..u.-1 \\.\.-_, 
IN-~ ' 0.f>v' 0\ 

Downstairs, there was a doctor 's office and a s mall library in 

the corner o f t he drug store where Byra Stribling served as Azle's 

second 1 i brari an. 20 

The upstairs was used for community meetings and act i v i ties 

which included the Az l e Civi c League, town hall, cilamber::=:::-e-t

com:r:ce , Precinct 4 court room, and p o ll i ng place for e l ecti o ns. 21 

Clubs which met upstairs inc luded the garden club, Rebekah 

Lodge a nd Eastern Star. The Rebekah Lodge met there t wi ce-a-month 

f rom its orga ni zation in 1950 until 1976 when the stairs b ecame too 

difficult for some of its members . 22 1J ~!:) \,.u~ <; '·· ' (.L'' 

2. 5' 

A 1950 property plat revision of Lot 2, Block 2 indicated a 

W'< t \" 
encroachment of the sidewalk u sed by the lodge on t h e -e-a-s-t 

s i de of t he drug store and a 1.2 foot encroa c hment of a concrete 
...Q..A -<:," -

entry porc h on t he~ s i de . 23 

In 1957, the Texas Highway Department rerouted State Highway 

199 and design ated Main Street as Spur 344. 24 Thereafter, the bulk 

of the busy highway traffi c no longer passed in front of t h e 

Stribling Drug Store . 

In 1963 , the Striblings sold their d rug s tock and equipment to 

Milton Tompkins , who went into bus i ness e l sewhere, e n ding the many 
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year s of existence of a drug store at t hat location . 25 

On April 13, 1963, t h e Striblings rented their old d rug store 

bui l ding to Pau l L . Worthen, who, along wi th Franklin C. Couch, 

opened C & W Electronics . Mr. Worthen, who bough t out hi s partner 

in 1967 , r e nted the build ing unti 1 September 2 5, 1978 when he 

purchased t h e old Stribling drug stor e b uilding from Jay Woody 

Stribling, son of Jame s H. a n d Byra Strib l ing . 26 

Whe n Mr . Worthen b ought t he building, the Woodmen of t h e 

World ' s r ights and int erest in the uppe r stor y of the building had 

been preserved in d eed conveyences from the Walke r s and t h e 

Striblings . In 1983, Pau l Worthen received a quit c l aim deed for 

t h e top floor o f the buil ding from t h e Gip son Rebekah Lodge #460, 
-\- "'-. °R..Q. .b\<..t•• .. I,., "'"'~-,, t•, t, 11 • O 

who had not used it since 1 9 76. 27 ,Qc>Jo.. C\..v1.."t" o.., ,.._~ J':..c,.o-:, ,wl.-..v - J 

\ 
. Q I ~ 

W.. .._ \ ,., , .. ( , l Li- ,. t1 ~ 

The old S'h-i:-b-l-i.ng drug store, o . , is the 
lt)~o""-'-,:i 

o ldest remaining commercial buildi ng on Ma i n Street in Az l e , Texas . 

~ _ Drug Store wa--s a hub of community activities during t h e 

?H:-lllo~ars it was owne d and op erated by James L. and Byra 

"W,... ,...,.i.. Q + ... ; 1-,. 1 ; ... 28 
~,g-.-' ~\ \~<A.-'-".) t>, \7s ex;,; -r c...v- L.o 

\ 

J une 23, 1990 
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ED NOTES 

M J-.M, 'ft-,,.p,,)_ r: fl/ ✓ / - ~ J 
1. Abstract of 4 Texas Land Titles to August 31, 1941, (Austin: 

General Land Office), vol. 2, p. 769; Tarrant County Tax 
Assessor's Abstract of Rura 1 Property, Abstract No. 344, 
Patent 569, 9 August 1859, vol. 24. 

2 . Tarrant County Deed Records, vol. 1182, pp. 591-592. 

3. Beatrice Gipson Carter, My Home Town (Az 1 e, Texas : 1968), p .q f '- ;J· 
,,S National Archives Microfilm Publications, Roll 127, Targe 
3, Texas, Tarrant County, p. 793. 

4. Tarrant County Plat Records, vo 1. 63, p. 141; Obituary, 
Weatherford Democrat, 5 May 1889, vol. 1 #9, p.5. 
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1 6 Apr i 1 1 9 9 0 

STRIBLING DRUG STORE 

This is not a detailed critique as the problems are too numerous. 
Thi s i s just to give you som~ idea of the problems. 

She n e eds d e tailed help with the form of the narrative . Heading, 
styl e etc . 

There is much in the narr ative which d oes not b e long there . She 
shoul d e x clud e th e history of Azle, and people ~ho ;re not con
c e rned with this subject . Azle hist o ry whi c h puts the store 
within a contex t is the only history that shou ld be included . 

1 made notes on the narrative wh ich will prob,':ib 1 y be confus i ng, 
so maybe this will help a little. 

El imi nate the first paragraph . It rea l ly has nothing to do with 
the marker s u bject . 

The s e cond paragraph might read " Th,2 Strib l ing Or1.19 Stor e is 
1 ocated on the Benj arn i n F . Cui-tis 16 0 acre survey patented b y 
John Henry Ru mpsfeldt on August 9, '1859". We d o n ' t know thdt 
Ste w.:ird lived on a Rurnpsfe. l dt farrn, on l y that he owned 7 and t h at 
Rumps fe l dt once owned. The: statement abou t Reyno 1 d B is o ut o-f 
place a s there has been n o previous mention o f him . He returned ? 
Had he been there earl i er ? Who was he and why was he me ntioned ? 

Page 2 para 1 - Part of thi s is redundant . par t is necessary . How 
does the s c hool tie in to the story? The dee d quoted r e ads th e 
Rumpsfeldt Survey, not the Curtis Survey . Does this deed have any 
meaning t o the narrative? 

Page 3 
S u rvey. 

Land donated was in the Curtis Survey, not the Rumpsfeldt 

Eliminate or reword the post office statement . 

Two men are referred t o as b r others, yet there ic 35 ye ars dif
ference in th e ir ages a c c o rding to h e r nar r at·ive . Cl iminat..? the• 
buffalo tt-a i l and other undocumented 1an9uage . He r ec:e ·ived his. 
Board of Pharmacy Certificate in 'l 890 after ieaving town. Put 
sentences in right order. 

Eliminate 1 ast paragraph as it has nothing to d o "'> i th th e drug 
s:tore . 

Page 4 Eliminate first t wo paragraphs. 

Paragr aph 3 - Says h t=: tore down tht:?. dru9 st 01' €- in ·1900 . Then goes 
on to tall about the build ing in 7906 . Needs t o make a state ment 
about building a n ew buil d ing, when, wh o b u i l t etc . 

From documentation this s e ems to have b e en Lot 2 Bl o c k 2. Giv2 



fur-ther 1 ocat ion. Street etc. The sentence beginning "On F ebr-u 
c.r y" shou·1d give more cornplet>.":: information . "On Februa,-y 5, 1906. 
Walker sold the upstairs of the bu ilding to the Azle Camp of th e 
Woodmen of the Wor·ld, free and c ·1aar-, 1-;ith an outs:ide entr·ance" 
Check and see if they did not also have a right to a sidewalk . 

Eliminat~ childrens games. 

If the last sentence about nearby building is pertinent, reword. 

Page 5 para 1 - Walker sold a part of lot 2. Give details . 
21' x 160 ' out of the west side of lot 2. Look at the documents 
and see it was not lot 2A rather than 2b . 

Is Tarrant County Highway Department the correct terminology? 

Explain that th e highway was widened and the building moved . Was 
building moved bac k on the same lot? 

lda Walker sold th e first floor of the building and th e lot . Why 
was it then empty? 

Put the fact the following material was by Stribling in the 
footnote. 

Page 6 See notes on page 

Page 7 Eliminate last paragraph down to courtr oom. Was th~ court
room in the dr-ugstor~e? If not e·1iminate . How and why was Judge 
Bowman famous? 

Page 8. El iminate sentenc~ marked. 

Encroachment complaint. Explain. 

Eliminate last paragraph. 
' 

Page 9 - Reword first sentence and give incor-poration date here. 
Gi ve date he left. 

Reword sentence beginning "In 7963" . It could re,'3d "In 1963 .James 
H. and Byra Stribling so 1 d their sto ck and equ i prnent to Mil ton 
Thompkins, who sent into business elsewhere , ending the many 
yecws of th e drugs stores existen ce . " - or something s i rn·i ·, ar . 

Para 2. Elimi nate if not a building landmark marker application. 
as the story of the drug store is finished. lf she want a build
ing marker, Landmark status. then she needs to c o ntinue to tak8 
the history of the bui"Jd·ing to the pr-esent. Jf a Landma,-k marker 
is wanted then they will need detailed photographs of all sides 
of the building, and some cir-awing cf the bui')d i r1g dimension etc . 
Look at your marker application for what that enta ils. 

Last page. Eliminate the l ast part that is marked . 
Dee Barker 

,., 



c l7 90, 3 10 'i'Gi-

~ STl<fOL_lNG OLD OHUG S T OF~C becamQ the HUB o ·f the Community , 

act1vities from 1935 tl"wough 1963, <aod-i~ .-sub.'jec;t at tn-rc:'-'- - --

01.:iru: h 

/ 
u1· keys, tioyca ts, panther· s and 

Inrlians ,- oamin . the valley!'.', and hi 1y~ n the smal l outpost 

about 20 a,ile,; no thwe s l at Ft o/"'•· rn the sµcing time, 

lhQ hill side!:. w1-~1·e oven:~d w i tfi wild 1·1owe, ·~·, : rt!u Indi an 

Olankets , y,, lJow wild £lo~ (Cornposisl , l,n-ge fields cf 

Bluebonnec•ts with a sp1-i · le o-f orange but ter t ·1y weeds 

CPenstamnn~,> ·to,- cont as~ s t retchr~d down i ntu th<? 111 i;•c1do w s 
\ 

and uµ t:1e next Iii l, ah t-\ c1s tile eyL'?S coulcj St'~e . Th•:c> 

creeks and bran · es named b~ \e ear· I y µ i one1?.r s remain th£~ 

Sdme today _ ( l > _. The r 1c /1 botto,n l ands o ·f CJ.ear- For·k, thr2 

p leclsant rlil]ows , and 

s ti-earn . ctnd the vast s l..- ~tchr~s of 

mad , this land ..i yo lden promise. 

~ttonwuods along the 

sa:~e grass ancl pra i r 1 e 

(2) \, 

hay 

The ~;ti- illljng D,· u<J Store si l s in th~ D,2njamin r. Cur· li s 

Su,- vey LHI a 160 acxe~p..itentecl by ·John' Henry Fxumpsfel~t 

on August 9, 1859. ( 3) 

I j 

, l .... 



2 

T e nness 1~e w ith a w i fe and t hree c hi ldr E.• n in 185 '•- (4) 

Dr · J a mes ' Azl e Sti::•w a rd was born in 183 1 in T e nnes~,;e e a n d 

c a me to th i s d rE-! ,1 betwee n lhe a g es of 2 1 to i.: 3 years old -tu-

!ae-tl:lE:, s e a,~ named 

SCHOOL o n e mil e WEST o f 'John' Giles Re ynolds pi c ke t school -· 
II ~ 

/ '7-,,-yJ <,1 A ,r-• 

comrnun i t y hou~,e ., a .. _,;~ .aen i •~ th:::i::s:,.::£XCER~ .. 14, - I 5 Ellirj l :ind 

a m ~ n ,-e- -5-f-C...-W-Mt>_S- Ow_n-t?rs"b"j, p :--:=0-A-Ma, l:. li -5 -. 1-6-75 :· - ". • 
7 ta d,_-,~c f' A.J?a ,_.c,_.,_, ~ -{- ( (.)c..✓.:, 0)-1 -ce.__,,, Cm~ S «->-> ~ ~ 

11 bt:.> i ng a part or ·ttie ·John· 11 Humps ·f e 1 dt one hunclr"e d <.lrid six tY. ✓, 

I 
~ e r e Survey o r Carte r one hundre d a nd s ixty acru S urve y to a 

pos t. .• pl ace ';!_1 b e g i nning c:onlai ning F IVE ACRES . 

Mar·ch 5, 1875 J a mes A~ Sl:e war· d -f:tJ.~ S-a:..:u.z 

Mary E. Ste w a rd ( 7 ) t~ /4c.a--:ca,;,, 

PRE NT day Hoggar· d --Reynolds Cemet · · y o _n S Ste wa rt. CS> 

Cve r· y DEED · ~ itte n with 

VI LLAGE OF in the t l~d i ous r e -- of i. t, 



,# D·r J..:1me~. (:>i . Stewar-cj and h 1s HE1I1S, 

3 

e<l>, 
1n the Don.,.1t-~ 13 

and ONE - HAl t· acrer.; f01- the Town Si t e sy lh · Jailltr~ 

as seen 
~W ~ ~ o -'- C•c.:,),) 1.1- ,. 

~'-'-''-"'->-<cs ~Cv\C<..' ~ 

(J ()) ln e l<e yno lds 

.-.i th the l,elp ·John' 

G i l es Hey nu 1 d s , b u i 1 t the E:±R5::f l;;;:f:f--TI ..E DRUG STORE on thP 

north- -~·:. ide of As h Cr· eek.1tlaok.ing out otr tt.e b~...r:.a...i...L_ 
w~ ~ --i..t:s._:.:!'.__~.:... ~ 

1:~.ost.r~ig_ Re ynolds ar., hi s friend_s call ed him 

~.)='=> :--.. ~ tfLvv--t.J. l3c;cv--.& 0--~ 

moved t o Wea therford in 1887 -. I--le-e...u:.ned hi s Phar·mac y 

\ 1£4D • -c.t:....~----k n,-,~\ 
Cert i -f i cate ·f-4c- Iii ,, !lt..,...w..;~ at~ . ( 11 > '----...::. On July 2~ 1888 , 

Wig lie ynolds s oid~¾)r'fu~nR£ to J·.n. Wal k e 1· . <12> 

l n l 883 , Dr Jan 

Community L e a cler , .cam 

. 
c ounti es to vi si t hi s 

friends 

Off ice~ , 

on an UNUSUAL nam~ . Then, 

l i k e to u se MY o " ddle name , 

d o nate e n q u ~1 
/. 

a n1j wo17'k e 

Th0 

highly i-e-=,pected 

mul e in three 

( 13 > He ca l led hi s 

ted s ince they h ad a new Pos t 

build thei,· IDENTITY and HIS TORY 

e CHALLENGED THEM: if you woulci 

one , I w i 11 

~ l TE ." ~The p e ople accep teli 

B Washing on D.£. 
\ 

on Nove mbe r 6, _803 a"d tl,e y 

I ,. 



'-t 

111;,, workt?d ~: 1vr.. 1089 at 

-age o-f 50. ( 15 > of any 

INCAPACITY . ( 16 > ·iis HEIRS took over· his work: 

to wnrk FIVE MCJf~E YEARS ~ failPd to cm-rect 

spelling in the NAL DEED o~~he i r name ~.o the 

or S ·tuard is wr NC IN MANY DEEDS. c,17) 
'- ------/ 

the mi s-

final "t" 

The MASTER CARD of th City ice plus the names of' 

thL~ TEN P ·,- oper ty 01r,ir1fff s was to 2 1.-" x 36" and was 

presen t ed to VILLAGE OF anuary 15, 1894. Today, 

it hangs ups tairs in ·111:.~ HZLf: MUSEU on the wall a.bove t he 

AZLE HlSTORICA ..:,QCIETY' s table as. Vol 6-::1_~ p 141. C 113> 

--t::t,.__,u _ 
J. IL Walker ran-t1is k-I--+-+LE DRUG STORE t -or- 12 year·~. 

befor-e he tore it down in@_~ < 19 > 

- -,.,_ (D~ ----~ ~"'2.\....:,., 
< 1906_,.' "'"'h"e- sol <.J the upsta ir~ to WOODMEN 
---------- --tvl' ~ ~ ~ ..---. • .._ L ~ 

. 4 ../Yf"~In ( that year), the Main Street in the Vill ;.1ge o·f Azle ran 
u_;; /,,(CU, o ..........,.,.o<o~ 

i '·r-om the Bus i n Qss Sec t ion of about two blocks; on pa<:,;: homes 

of thQ Gr- i<Jsbys , ~jrnitti s , co~, bys, then McDonal<:l s , Ross ', 

Walkers , and t.he Winte,- s · s Gin. ( 2 1} Tll/c h.i.l cl r e n made 

up thei r- ga'rs ·as the/ played Jin the street/unti 1 the ir 

mothers ca~ed them~ far ~per. <22> In 1920 , ~< yghl 

came i n to t r-1e VlLU~GE _QE_ AZLE--- --f,-cuu Ft =Uor--t:a-, you-~~ 



/ 

., 
• . . 

(24) 
---------- -------------- - -----

w i Li ene d dnd .::,.c:c ph,::d ted th e tJ1- a vel Na.in Street as Highway 199. 

It. is now Ma.r, Slrl~et, 1dPni.i ·fi1:• d ai·; Hi i_;.Jhway ::ll1'1 tlHOUl;)h fj.__l~ hu.. 
luc-., 0-<...~l 

Azle. TtH~ GRAPHIC fHGHT -- OF - WAY MAl::i s how ,;_. how i t affected the c.u..d~ 

/--- ';; J 1.J:.~ ~ I ' · 
Walke1- Drug Stor· e in th e 100 foot H- 0-·W. Wh i 1(~ mov.1.ng his d / J.4,lot,. 

Wc.,,c_ ,_,r /"1,t,<~£ 
building, Mr· . Walk,~r- dec1d~J he needecj to make Offi ce Space ,x,~L -Ir ~ c:;1l.< <; ~ 
1-or the Vi 1 l.:ige Doc lor with a bathroom and a s ink in a .f cJt -Z. 

s maller room on the ground 1· 1oor, at th r~ back in 1?31. (25> 

Mr Walk e,- died Apri 1 5 , 19 ~ll. (26} leavin9 Ida Walker 

w ith NINE chi 1 d r·en, thus the drug s to1- e pr· obab 1 y pr· ov i d e d a 

living, as weli a~, jobs ·for 

th , e xt t ·our y e .:ir·s . < 2 ·1 l 

J-- !~ 

the children as they gr C? w u~ 

1 ~, ~ -q'"c, w _,\.. urL,..,._ d..----' 
Icla Wa lk e r s old the e111pty .~ ....... . _ ,,v_ ,,,. __ ,_ 

~ \ i...t. iL0 ......---- _..,...... ~ .,..,_ 

building to James H . . -,.,..n:rt::=fl¥-• :::i- ,;t,·ibling, a young couple -from 

Ft Worth on Apr.1.l 11, 1935. (28) 

-.... ':i TR J 81 I I\IG ACT I VI T I F S .....q.-+-W0--5--T-BR-¥--0Rtle -STURE __ _ 

193:) 1963 

B·yrd Str- tbling heard t:tlrough l"HX c.1unt , that ,'l f.H"Jvdtely 

oi-rned Pl\ancJ Cumpd.ny wds bringing a SWlTCHB□?-,RD to (-\zle ar 1~c1, 

which pro v ided a home, a s mall gclrd e n s pot, plus a sala ry o-f 

She ~ pplied for the jub ~nd 

wo rked for- t:wo year·s lo ht:!lp lier hu!:;band get ~=:.t,Js ted. Since 

they had bo'ught an empty building a t 117 W Main , they had to 

1-
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,-f.•- slock it 1,.1ith EC!UIPMENT .:incl STOCK_ BLll Stribling told 

th.is sto, y: "Odd, James H. Striblinq, heard o·f a drug ·5tore 

at Greenwood that was for ~.ale .in W1 s County, near Slidell, 

He DASHED over there, BOUGHl it, loaded up the EQUIPMENT and 

STOCK, DROUGHT i t ta his AZLI::: ST□i: lE. He never knew what 

happened to his Greenwood bu i Id i ng. ( 29) 

ByTa St,1Llling wc:1. s heard lo say: "Moving out here with c:.1 

smcl 11 b ab·y to care "fa,· , in .,. r1ousrc> wi l"h no l,a Lh,oom and no 

c.or1 vt:•nienc.1:• ~. , it is just awful"_ J~y Woody Stt ibling W<l S 

bu1· n 1.:u1 (.\pr Ll 10, 1935 end 1,-u : k u ant~ deiy bc~1119 J"ou1 ···y~.:H · s 

old, on the <.Jay hi s p.:c.r nls ~.ign d the df"~ed. <30) 

Sha.-· t l y af· ter moving n1-d - b:e:F,e, James H. Str- i bl i ng put 1 n 

DELCO SYSTEM nf ELECTRICITY and they had th~ FI RST ELECTRIC 

LIGHTS in Azle. (31) 

a1 "out - of ·-Control car" 

l] ill Str· ib l i ny told lhe s tocy fff 

CR(.\SHING through the Gua·rd Rai 1, the 

Plank Porch dnd on into the roun- PANE WINDOWS. n ~ James ...J,lalt'CJ, 

St1-ibl ing planned -for the FUTURE of his s tore in the 

NECESS/);FIY n EPAHL,:' He put. u, FULL - PANED STORE windows , 

poured a CONCRETE po,- ch -flour, and left oft· the gucil"d , · ,.iil~ •. 

(32) 

Jamt~S and □ yr, . , Striblin<J, 1n thei r i.- ir·s t two years, sa ..... 

that th e need~.; of th,~ f armer-s and rancher· s were di t ·ter-ent and 

planned to meet theose needs . James H. Stribling built thei i-

ham£~ at 108 S Stewart and Dyra Str-ihl ing resigned from the 

phone SL.Ji rc11BUAn0 to go on SHIFT wo.--1< to keep the Dr·ug Store 
' 

open from 8 A.M. to? P.M. (33) 

' ,· 
I 
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The old HENCH on the i-r·orit porch was a GATHERING Place 

where the men: sal to chat, chew tobdccu, spin yarns, and 

ta~e home the news of thei r friends. It was here that young 

Bill Sti-i tll i ng heard the OLD TIMERS tell the NEWCOMEHS how 

J·a m0s t...J.::lke( lore down the tir·s l LllTLE DHUG STOF{E a.nd L1u.ilt 

thi s two - s lnry d r· ug st.on:.o• in 1900, that 11is par·ents bou13ht in 

1 935. ( 3,. } Our· i ng Hie DEPRESSION YEARS ot the 1930' s, the 

S t, i b l i ny D1-ug Stor-e s e1- v1?d t:t1 e needy with r·ooo, and 

CLUTl-i 1 NC, 0 -( ~J5 > It serv ~ d a s cl BOWEN llUS STOP in the 

1 '740 ' ~, and 1950's b e 'l.i,,it~en Ft Wor· u,, Wichita rall s , cu , d on to 

A111arillo or Oklahoma City and points nor· th. C36) Down- · 

stairs, also was a Doctor•~; Office with ,1 sma ll Library in 

one corm.ff when:! Byra Str1. bl1ng ser·ved as SECOND LIBRARIAN. 

(37) The ups ta i c s h a.d a BUSY SCHE DULE UF MEET INGS o ·f the 

ALLS Ci v 1 i: I.. eagu£~ f unc ti CH),!7. "'' i L:h Fa-~-i-G- HO-S-G-,-- gr-es i-dt>nt ,---a-Ad--

e 1- Edi t; oos.:r&R. .l ll! rs ar1 cir dent AZLC 

Boos te,. He publ · shed that £75£::.,lCE w:is being / 

EX TEND(:O to t · r~ - ~-~illaq/zle" a ~ hat Governor J i:1111e~; V. 

Ald<"ed wa coming tarp/~· Mr Ross woe · d on the . 

p ubl icity and drew 1500 eople on that April r 1936 to hear 

the Texcls 

rPsiden l:s . 

ttu/ VILLAGE OF AZ LE ot· a bou~ 
/./· _,,,,,----

Mi- Hoss in tl i <.:, ( ZLE lJOOSTC:::R i riser· Led Gover no,-

" I en;; . ed my Vi s i t 7 r.{ ·1 I=.' ·1 nEM[:NDOUSL y ! ! 

CUMl"lUNI TY !J213l The clC ti ve and 

ex 1: it i ng Couc t Room of JuclcJ t? Bowman became famous. The Lcike 

Off icer· .-1nd Cons tablt:·! we1-e com·fortable in their visit•;; up 

, 
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0 I.her mt=f~l i nys w erE! til e Town Hu 11 

and Chamb~r of Ccimmerc1~ . c3rn All of the c lubs met up 

thert=.' inc luding: c;.:ir ·d e n Club, E.:.is t1?1- n StZ!.r , f~ebek ah LodgP and 

Odd 1-ellow Lc.dge until it jo.i.ned il: s Di- oth e r s in Ft Wortt'i. 

Th e Rebe kah Lodqe was or· g.::.n i :;,.ed on Novembe r · 13, l 950 a nd me t 

t w ice a month ur·,ti 1 the s t a1 r s bec:umE! too (ji ·ff i cu lt for some 

of. the• lflt~1nber~ , thus the y muved to thi:. Chri st ian Chur t: h on 

July 12 , 

in ~ 990, 

r:it. .. ib l i. nq i,,;a~; a l i fet true .nt:~mber of b o t h E astern Star· a nd 

Rebekah Lodge . (401 ELECT IONS we r e h el d upstairs , 

Chairman . ( 4 l ) 

In 1950, a.11 E NCHUACl111ENT COMPLAINT came agdins t thr-1 

stairs ..ind s ide walk, wh·ic 

f a, 

< 4c! > 

J. r<-. - wc1.-t-k,E!.C_: An-hie Fo,· r· e s4:ie, 

t J /4 4..-r" Pl a //7~"£.. ? 

ln 1957, a cumor came to t h e VlLLl-)GE or: AZ'fr that Ft 
/ 

Wor th was pJ~.r1ning tu d n nex it . The peopl~ anded togeth e r, 

..ient l:o t lH? rt Worth ~auncil . how to 

I NCORPORf-) TC into They onj.'.llll zed and 

held an ELECT ION wi tt1 ru, INCLlRPUll{)TION ancJ 12? 

agains t. Mc.jar i ty r u l ar cl tl·u,.,·y became the CITY OF AZLE on 
'-, 

April l ·:, .. , 1957. 

Puqh was t t'i 

(4 

MAYOR to se,-- ve i tll 

SECOND 

nie\~lected Dan Jarvis as FU"?ST 

other ele:~t~d officers . <'·t',) W..11-ren 

Mayor· . ( £15) Jiiy Woody · S tr· 1b l 1 i11J was 



- -------- eu.xc~ j rw{ Su~<::{ 
9 

J anua r, 1961. ·, ) ·~a, 1, I Ii s Je:te-0-f.:t=e-r--e-ame-=th Fough 

I. is adeh o.;. £ . ( 4 7) 

l n 1963 , J ·a mes 1-1. and Dy,· a St ribling s old t h e ir· STOC K 

. . . . ~ t i«:to ~~ d ~ U ~<-- . 
.in.:l E Q~ fPMC N1 to Mtlton lllu mp ku·,s , who se · u;.., a ,Bb-.r·wari,~•::l:<H'.(: . / 

-~ c ~ ""~-- '-.i.Slu..<..---.:. c..f ~ ~ c. s...tD'~ ...Q__+, 'v-X "".--.. e:.. Q., 
- 4!.l.. 1 h P · ,NP:f;ij - =1-nt'i t:i'"i.Lr:.~ ~ t; r~ I .~.ia-e-... l'.l,,j..-1,;.c 1,-e l l s~~ :.......s-i--t-e -. - ~ - / 

------ Apri l 13, 1963, l ,e St r i bl ing s r e · ted the i r · bu i ld i ng to 

f P dul Wo r then . 
~u 

• - - 1 Couc h, ,'1t S c coter 's 

, -t-tJ-U.e8¼1 ·· ~ op•~•n V !l.1 
~u....s_ 

d E l e c ti ·onics and Service he Ci~-o-f-.~P~,z-t~ . The y 

Jetter o ·f URNAMES, thus , 

W E L.EClTW N IC!:.,. dur l. ng tl, e d a y .:,u , d the mP n 

w ife n eeded of r, P au l ~Jor- LI 1en 

c a l led St. r ib l .i ng to f t: 1 I: l i k e i t . ln 19 6 5, 

F'a ul Wai· l:h e n quJ t h i ~ Job 11
1f t Wm - th to work full tin,e 1n 

h i !:, s t o r e . I n 1967 , to P a ul 

War t h e n d lld iTIOVE! d t o Coz ncl I L', ·1 e xas wl11?r' E~ h t • opene d I I i ,.:; own 

s t. o p. ( t,•J ) ( S ..t-10...i b 17 t}fi- t -i=-~ t ·r ~ ~ -e- i-A-'t.h .. ~ --l~oo-'·s · 

~ili' l y ~ - ( 50/ - · The y \ 7: a'i1i'1e d-·th-ei:, ESTAH'. b e for- c:: 

-ci.t r...er~·-p7:fsseu--· 'rr-wfl"err-1'4:s~ ~ r~~.;-i~ 

No v e ml)e r l 97Lt , ' c· · ' · '.·, ' \ ~~-t -0-r-1?-lG-

--:.~_o.., ,..AD ~ w ,, .. ; ~ ~ C\-~ .H .. , 'J l/ 
(j U fa'i Woo d y S t 1· ib liny--whEn h p 1c1as ( 5 1) Jay Woo dy 

' f 

S tr ib ling c.c nt i nu/?d to rer1 t U1e s to r e to P'1ul Wo,tlwn ·f o r 
I 
I 

1/l,{/4) /J1?trvtD?u 5:/~ ,Jcf) £ ~~-~ (....•~Ztv v~cb,/w_{.,2c:. c.r/ I 

-ti,p . ~~ if(//b~ ~ d' t'o:,/ I'-"~ ': ~"'7/1
d ~ ,:JLc<,/ 

/1"f t,'-/ c~ kc:,dd t-u ~ , ~a-L/4...e,u, . 1 !UL f~r,,i L,Ja...u e./4 1/cl 
dv :.c-,g_ .. /Y.74f?c-u-- j'toW 1 /.h..PaeJ ..-c..e,,,z,.u ~ o~ / .--J,U)tU.) /;&, (!'_£',__,,. y 

tt?i~ -~ '{7 ~) ~ ~~ 411/ ;; -tL w~ c:~ s -a . vJ..f'U<./J 4 p 
/, V t1 i 

,,f =/h~ ?O ~ ~ ~,_,_/~(~~-,,u,.,,->i{~ ~ J/ y~ --6:<JS , 
3,/ d ML- / u:r .,u.,.. /,n_ "'-- / ,.;;JI '0:J JI d / c,_ t uLif' /,, 6 ig. 1z /, Cz "-'--

) if? a ~ /) Jdu J ?V1fe?1.<J2-u::t' 5 / a~ /1 :& ~ j) cf,.,;; (![,U/7/t 07, I 0
/ 

i~.Pif. //'71 ""'d?,;~=J) ct~~r~ 



,,,,; 

Paul Wortt,1:> n on September 25, lC/78. <52) 

fn 1'78:J , t:h e Gipson neb 12 k.:.1h Lodge gave Paul Worthen a 

QUIT CLIH M OCE D for· the lop f 1 oar, bee au st= 1.h ? y had not 

u s ed ii: s .i r-,ce 1 1776. <~~3> In S e pl: eimt>er 1'708, Paul Worthen 

made his LAs ·r PAYMENT on his stare. <54) 

Now thi s wnrecogni Zt:>d ,OLDEST BUILDING bu i 1 t 1 n 1900, ~ 
/ ---.. 

,---90 yea.y ·-s old ll. i :=., yeay : '< t i 5 1:-rF-eser-1..ted-.aaa.:.:•·:,.__.;~•ou..;___ 
, / 

-A-G-t.mi:rttra t e ·far 

and 

H J:..s.:r.oa..I..CiH SI TE and~ 

----the NA ~P'""""REGI-S'rER 

~e Gipson Cart · -----gift t ·1· 0.m 

STE VE fl,·i/. uut try.ir1c;:.J 

wh i l ~-a,· t j_ ny hi~ EAGL -
~ . 

h MAnl<Cn 

in Aµ, · i l 

l,'.-L J. Cla1k ra, a f)aTER project:. 

19B8 

~-------- ..------:."--- _,./ 
Tl, ~s Sll[ pruj~ct was Hi-E. l<ed up by Gr· ·- ndmothe,- 1n _J"Lrfy 

-· ~ / / 

as llesearche ;~, to comp l t1/---t' l 1990. ~ ----

THANKS TO AL. F YOU, FOR _)'..QtJH HELP 
CLOMA -~RITf 1024 Drive, Az~ , Texas 444-4870 

,✓/ 



Cloma Britt 
1024 Bradley Drive 
Azle, Texas 76020 

Phone: 817- 444- 4870 

AZLE, TEXAS, TENTH HISTORICAL MARKER 

1 

11- 18- 1981 
AZLE 2 BACKGROUND 

OUT- POST, A BUSY PLACE 

This TWO- BLOCK little OUT- POST on the NORTH side of Ash 

Creek Tributary is part of Benjamine F. Curtis 160- acre farm, 

patented by John Henry Rumpsfeldt on: 

August 9, 1859 

to span t h e Tarrant- Parker Cou nty lines . (1) 

Our Pioneer Doctor, 'James ' Azle Steward came riding a 

MULE from Tennessee at the age of 21, to this OUTPOST in 1852 

and found an EMPTY CABIN, took possession as a Home Base, 

t hen later BOUGHT it, from John Henry Rumpsfeldt. Dr 'James ' 

Azle Stewart began to build up his Physcian ' s practice in 

TARANT- the new Parker County- and as far in Wise County, to 

the present Decatur at age 21 . Dr 'James' Azle Steward was a 

well - like NATURAL LEADER in this little OUT- POST of 10 YOUNG 

FAMILIES. (2) 

This little OUT- Post had changed NAMES, this FIFTH TIME 

when Mr William O'Bar had worked for a Post- Office and 

received the news back, that Washington D. C . had filed the 



name of '0-Bar' Post Office on: September 5, 1881. Thus, 

they used his name: ' 0 - Bar' since HE had worked. It lasted 

TWO YEARS as the FIFTH name. (3) 

1882, the 21 year old, Lewis Thomas Wigfield (Wig> 

Reynolds had already bought his land. 

has his deed. 

Neither Court House 

(have asked his Family Hi s torian in COLORADO to send a 

COPY, if he has one) 

2 

Lewis Thomas Wigfield ( Wig) Reynolds, asked Dad, 'John' 

Giles Reynolds; his CARPENTER- FATHER to help him build 

A TINY DRUG STORE on h is Lot 2 , Block 2, to serve his 

neighbor FAMILY members in time of sickness in 1882 . 

He built his TI NY DRUG STORE on the East side of his 

HUGH LOT 2, BLOCK 2, that later became TWO LOTS: . 

The TINY DRUG STORE had its back on the ASH CREEK 

Tributary, and faced out, on the BUFFALO TRAIL through the 

little OUT- Post of O'BAR. 

Then, S I X YEARS later, Wig sold his TINY DRUG STORE 

to James R. Walker on July 27, 1888 for $1, 178.00 . (4) 



J. R. Walker ran the TI NY DRUG STORE for 12 years 

(1900), then, he tore it down and built the LARGE DRUG 

STORE on the the same spot of that large lot. (5) 

3 

Dr ·James' Azle Steward had an idea wh ile riding h ome 

from his patients, that he wanted to share with his friends, 

so he called them together. 

" What do you think? We have a Post Office named O'BAR 

It has become the FIFTH NAME for our Community." 

Then, Dr Steward threw out a c hallenge: "What do you 

think about taking an UNUSAL PERMAMENT NAME , for us to Build 

our IDENTITY and HISTORY on? If you would like to use my 

middle name, AZLE, I will donate the 13 1\2 acres of land 

under your homes as a TOWN SITE. We will have it re- Surveyed 

by the County to be sure of your Boundary Lines.!" The 

people LIKED the idea. (6) 

Then, he reminded them of the 1874 Parker COUNTY Court 

House fire that burnt all your Deeds in PARKER COUNTY 

and then the 1878 TARRANT COUNTY COURT HOUSE FIRE BURNT all 

of your DEEDS, too. Thus, I will need to borrow your DEEDS, 

to INSERT the words VILLAGE OF AZLE in t he proper space . He 

warned them, it would take MANY MONTHS or YEARS to 



get ALL the deeds copied, while he had to see after his 

patients too. 

4 

To keep Record-Keeping down, he would keep the FINISHED 

ONES in another room . (7) 

Together, they worked on the APPLICATION to go to 

WASHINGTON 0. C. asking the Postal Service to change the 

TWO- YEAR old name "O'BAR' to the PERMANENT NAME of AZLE, 

TEXAS. (8) 

When Dr 'James' Azle Steward had worked some of TOWN 

SITE; he talked with his three HEIRS: wife, ' Mary' 

Elizabeth <Fowler> S teward, His brother, C .A. and Sister- in

Law of Oklahoma City, on his project----that-----if he 

became ..••. incapacitated .•••• 

He had seen that the Surveying, platting, deed copying, 

as wel l as, going in all kinds of weather to his patients 

was too much. 

After, working stead ly, all the first 5 years without 

rest, he died on April 29, 1889 and was bur ied with Mason ic 

Honors in his chosen front row next to h is ASH CREEK BAPTIST 

CHURCH where he was one of the CHARTER MEMBERS back on 

September 9, 1871 at its ORGANIZATIONAL Time. He donated 5 

acres for the CHURCH at one time, then at another time h e 



J\IY llO :SIE TOWN 

ON THE LINE-Ash Creek Baptist Church in Azle, 
described in history written by Mrs. F. I. Scrimshire, is 
noted for its location on the Tarrant-Parker County line. 
Shown here is the congregation's old building. New 
facilities are under construction. 

HISTORY OF THE CHl'RC'l!ES 

Down on .. ·\:ih Creek, a mile or two in a ::;outhwe~ted.,· 
din•,·tion from ...\zle and to the 110 r th of one o f lho,;e hills. 
surrnundc<l by triws. ra,·i nes. ancl the like . where th e ·creek 
tlo\\'erl do\\'11 among the foothills and got lost in the tangled 
unrh•rbrush - there stood the lug ''l\lcelint-!" H ouse" that 
wa.~ t he original "Asl1 ·creek 2\lissionary J~aptisl Churc h ." . 
lt was al!"n used as a schoolhouse. 

I t1J 

• • . :t 
M f! • 

,. ... .J 

'l'hiH M11rhr HlancJH rwur Ilic old scclion of Ash 
Creek Haµtist Church which was erected in the 
~- 19e,-1 

vlw:t-~ ~ 'P'/~ft ~ 



I l 

This hu ildinl( of Ash Creek Ba ptist Church w~s 
cumpktcJ in 18~1. ll i>1 tuday used ns11 l1•llowsh1p 

nil r--

.. 

r, r • f., , I I -: ! I ' 

, ,. ,1, ·, '?, ,g,,, 
s ('' 

,'r•-n , , , > ' , "E1·-./Jr 
,,_,, ,r 1 , 7 1 

I I' 

' .i 

Th is Mnrkcr suind.q nen r the old section of Ash 
Creek Baptist 'hurch which was e rected in the 
1880.s. 

Oe i' , , ,. 1 , 
\ '1 

., I " I. ' I 
1 

New oudil nrium of A~h 'reek Baµti ,s l Church wa>1 
completed a nd ded icated in I !l65 . 

T he new on t uar. of A~h Cree k Ba p tist ovr rRhndow8 the old hnll huil t in 18f:V; - but juin,•d hy !',11ndny 
SdlCl(II r ,)ll lllS. 

I ' 



Donated another 10 acres for the Ash Creek Bapt ist Church . 

The FIRST ACRE of Ash Creek Cemetery, that j oins t h e 

FENCE of the Ash Creek Bapti s t church was donated by Dr 

' James' A. Steward. 

5 

The SECOND ACRE west of the r oad was donate d by anothe r 

Baptist CHARTER- MEMBER, OLD- TIMER ' John' Giles Reynolds . 

Two men were buried in one of the Ash Cr eek Cemente ry in 

1871. < 10) 

Dr James work some of the Town Site; then he talked with 

his three HEIRS: Wife, ' Mary' Eli z abeth (Fowler) Steward, h is 

Brother, C . A. Steward and Sister- in- Law of Oklahoma City, 

about his PROJECTT- - - if he bec ame ----INCAPACITATED..... He 

had seen that the Surveying, platting, Deed Copying, a s well, 

as going in ALL KINDS of weather to see his Patients, was too 

much. 

After working, steadily 5 years without rest, he died o n 

April 29, 1889 and was buried in his CHOSEN LOT, CENTERED 

i mmediately, behind his Ash Creek Baptist Church with Mas onic 

Honors . He had donated thi s Cementery acre in 1871. Ther e 

were 2 men planted in 1871, eariler , just after h i s Donation. 

( 11) 

The road separates Steward' lot from ' John' GILES 

Reynolds; another ASH CREEK BAPTIST MEMBER who donated, the 

WEST ACRE abou t t h e same time. (1 2) 

January 15, 1894, James Steward' s HEIRS began, TWO by 

TWO, copying the DEEDS that Steward was unable to get done . 



6 

They finished them and the other vast holdings that 

James held, in the next F IVE years. They filed IN the 

TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS of RECORDs in the DEED INDEX, or if the 

PERSON lived in PARKER COUNTY, his Deed was fi le in the 

WEATHERFORD, Texas COURT HOUSE in their DEEDS of RECORDs, 

DEED INDEX: li kewise other c ity/s property would need to have 

gone to DEEDS of RECORDS in their COUNTY COURT HOUSE, DEEDS 

OF RECORDS. (13 ) 

In the AZLE MUSEUM Top floor, on the EAST WALL, A Frame 

POSTER Board showing the ORIGINAL AZLE with PIONEERS NAMES 

l isted, (14) 

In 1906, the Woodmen of the Wor ld, Az le Camp No 5 96 asked 

J. R . Walker , that if they furnished the mater ials and paid 

the erection, could they put a Meeting Room up over his DRUG 

STORE with outside door, stair wa y and a concrete sidewal k , 

out to the street, on the EAST side of his large drug store . 

They were given per mission with a Deed . (15) 

J. R. Walker on July 22 , 1930, so ld hi s EXTRA land , on 

the west side of the Dr ug Store to J . L . Pierce . (16) 

In 1931, the Texas Highway Department widened a nd 

asphalted, the graveled Main Street as High way 199, taking 

F ORTY FEET off of each lot along Mai n street, while MOVING 

the STORES further back OFF Main Street. (17> 



Ida Walker was lef t on April 5 , 1931, with 9 children 

when J . R. Walker died leaving Ida with NINE children. 

They all worked in the store for 4 years . (18) 

On April 11, 1935 , Ida Walker sold the EMPTY building 

7 

on Lot 2, Block 2 to James and Byra Stribling, a young couple 

fro m Ft Worth. <19> 



FOOTNOTE 2 - 1- 92 
FOOTNOTES 

ABSTRACT of LAND TITLES, P 969 

ASSESSORS ABSTRACT OF RURAL PROPERTY of TARRANT COUNTY 

ASSESSORS ABSTRACT o f Rura l Property on Tax Office 's 
MASTER CARD 

TARRANT COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR'S ABSTRACT of RURAL PROPERTY 
ABSTRACT No 3 44, Patent 569 

August 9, 1859 Vol 24 

CURTIS MEDIA CORPORATION , Dallas , Texas cc 1986 

MY HOME TOWN , Beatrice Gipson Car ter, Azle , Texas cc 1968 

IDENTIFI CATION : MARCH 5 , 1875 of "John' Henry Rumps feldt 's 
One Hundred Sixty acre (160 } f arm belonging t o hi m out of 

Benjamin F. Curtis 160 acre Farm, pate nted b y : 
"John' Henry Rumpsfeldt on: 

August 9, 1859 

****************** 

1 . Pioneer DR 'James' Azle S t e ward on hi s MULE came from 
Tennessee when he was 2 1 in 1852 . He found an EMPTY 
cabin on RUMPSFELDT place that he converted in a 
HOME BASE wh i l e He r o de hi s mu le i nto 3 Counties: 

Tarrant, Parker and a s far as Decatur in Wise 
Coun ty i n 1852 wh i le beginning to DEVELOP his 

Medica l Practice 
in and arou n d t he Out - Post 

Lat er, he bough t the farm from Rumpsfeld t 

It is on the Parker- Tarrant Line 

2 . NATIONAL ARCHIVES a n d RECORDS SERVICE Was h ington, D.C . 
Roll 129, p 793, Target 3 , Texa s, Tarrant County 



2 
William O'Bar worked to get a Post- Office in the 

Out- Post 
by making Contact with 

Washington, D. C . Postal Service: 
IT was returned on: 

September 5 , 1881 
approved as " O'BAR " . The F IFTH name for t h e 

Out- Post 

3 . TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
Wig Reynolds buyi ng Lot 2 , Block 2 NO Record possib l e 

Cour thouse Fi re in PARKER County i n 1874 
Court House Fire in TARRANT County in 1878 

Lewis Thomas Wi gfal l ( Wi g ) Wig Reynolds , THUS no deed 
c ould b e found 

4 . 1873 was t h e LAST INDIAN RAID 

5 . Evidently, STEWARD had bought t h e RUMPSFELDT FARM 
by th is t i me, since , he was d eeding acreage to: 

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 

6 . TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS , March 5, 1875 
James A. and Mary F owler Stewar d d eeded FIVE ACRES to 

ASH CREEK BAPIST- CHURCH- school- picket bui l ding 
#6090 one mile west of the Reynolds first 

school- c ommunity building Vol 1182, pp 591- 592 

7. NATIONAL ARCHIVES POSTAL SERVICES 
November 6, 1883, the people requested their TWO

year- o ld Post office name TO be changed to a 
PERMANET NAME . AZLE ' fr om "O 'BAR" 

in 2 years time 

8 . WEATHERFORD DEMOCRAT newspaper a r ti c les & Pictures : 
1956 o f Wi g Reynolds' 95th Bi rth way Celebr ation & 

HIS L i fe 
helps t he Read er get Ac quainted with him 

9. TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
December 15, 1884 , 

(it appears that the 
As h Creek Church was gai n i n g in FUNDs as Steward 
made the requirement----- - t o return to his Fami l y, 



if Church could not use it for NEW PERMNANT BUILDING 
IN BOTH DEEDS> 

This SECOND DEED was for 10 acres 
Vol 16, p 78 December 15 , 1884 

10 . Unsucessful efforts: May 1878, 1880 ' s, just too poor. 

In 1891, the church appointed a building Committee 
with FULL POWER to raise money . 

The church was 
Completed in 1891, under the influential Pastor, 

Rev T. H . Sturges who knew how to CHALLENGE 
peop le to GET ASSIGNMENTS DONE 

THEY haul from DALLAS by Bl u e Mound, with ox- team 
on the rou te cross the Elm FORK 

of the Trinity River by ferry. 
A STEEPLE with a bell was for COMMUNITY MESSAGES & 

Sunday Morning WELCOME . 
COMMITIES wor ked on various things 

it was finished in 1891. 

Centennial Year of the ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
was CELEBRATED on September 12 , 1971 : 

It is 121 YEARS OLD in 1992 , 
and is located at 300 STEWART 

11. TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS & RECORDS 
SOWTHWESTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

has a file of all Records 
as well as, t hey have them on Microfilm 

12. TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
Twenty- one year old, T. W. Wig Reynolds asked his 

56- Year- old- FATHER- Carpenter, 'JOHN' Giles Reynolds 
to help hi m build a 

TINY DRUG STORE on his Lot 2 , B l ock 2 so he could 
be able to care for their little 

OUT- POST'S 10 families 

13. Beatrice Gipson Carter, MY HOME TOWN, Texas 
1968 pp 9, 61 

14 . NATIONAL ARCHIVES MICROFILM P ublication, 
Roll 127, p 793, Target 3, Texas, Tarrent County 

3 



Mr O'Bar worked for a post Office 
Washington, D. C. 

They replied on: SEPTEMBER 5 1881 
O'BAR was their community name now 

16. TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 

Vol 1182, pp 591 - 592 
Organized September 9, 1891 

17 . TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
in 1906, the Woodmen of the Worl d 

4 

asked J. R, Walker if they could add a TOP FLOOR to 
his bu ilding 

with outside s tairways 
Vol 242, pp 46- 47 

18. MY HOME TOWN by Beatrice Gipson Carter, cc 1968 
p 163 

20 . TARRANT COUNTY DEED RECORDS 
J . R . Walker so ld hi s Extra Land to J . L. PIERCE 

Vol 1355, p 3396 as Lot 2b, Block 2 

2 1. TARRANT COUNTY ASSESSORS's ABSTRACT of: 
City Property of AZLE 

Revision of Lot 2 b, Block 2 in 1950 
J . L. Pierce 

22. 'James' Azle Steward OFFERS h is middle Name, AZLE. 

23. TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
Sep tember 6, 1883 , 

Permanent unusual name of AZLE take the place of 
'O' BAR 

received from Wash ington, D. C . 

2 4. Steward worked 5 years on a 13 1/2 ACRE TOWN SITE 
copying thei r deeds to INSERT the words: 

VILLAGE OF AZLE in the PROPER p lace 
SINCE COURT HOUSES HAD BURNT IN PARKER COUNTY AND 

TARRANT COUNTY 

25. Steward set up with HEIRS, if he became INCAPACITATED 
Death: Apri l 29, 1889 Unfinish ed 



26. TARRANT COUNTY PLAT RECORDS 
Vol 63, p 14 

OBITUARY: Dr 'JAMES' Azle Steward, 

27 . Weatherford Democrat, April 29, 1889 
Vol 1 #9, P 5 

DESCRIBED : as Father & Leader , Pinoeer Doctor 
Dr ' James' Azle Steward was born in Tenneesee in 

(1831 - April 29, 1889>; 
1860 in Wise County Texas Census; 
1870 Tarrant County Texas Census 

Died April 29, 1889, buried with Family, 
adjo ining Center front, 

28. ASSESSOR'S ABSTRACT o f RURAL PROPERTY# 344 Central 
23, Fact 10 - C, TARRANT COUNTY Grantee: 
Benjamin F . Curtis, Schoo l District 18 F 

1874 2 deaths 

5 

James Azle Steward in middle of As h Creek Cemetery 
that he DONATED 

First Acre of ASH CREEK CEMETERY in 1871; 
just west sid e of: 

ASH CREEK BAPTSTT CHURCH 
where he was a Charter Me mber 

29. Heirs worked 5 more Years to finish HI S PROMISED 
TOWN SITE on Januar y 15, 1894 

HEIRS filed the deeds in new Court Houses 

30 . TARRANT COUNTY DEEDS RECORDS 
Febru ary 5 , 1906 WOODMEN OF WORLD, 

Vol 2 42, pp 46- 47 

3 1. TAX OFFICE MASTER CARD , ASSESSOR's CI TY PROPERTY, 
plus, names of property OWNERS NAMES on: 

DEED- PLAT Vol 63, p 141 

32 . AZLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
FRAME a 3'x 4 ' Poster of DEED- PLAT with 10 names 

of PIONEERS 
Vol 63, p 141 

and put it UPSTAIRS on East Wa l l in AZLE MUSEUM 



33. TARRANT COUNTY ASSESSOR'S ABSTRACT of City Property 
AZLE, 

REVI VISION 
of Lot 2, Block 2 in 1950 

to Lot 2b , Block 2 to J. L. Pierce 
Book 1355, p 396 

34 . 1931, STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT shows on 
GRAPHIC RIGHT- OF WAY MAP HOW the Drug Store 

was affected. 
Walker decided to bui ld ~ BACK ROOM for 

the Village Doctor, when the 
building was moved 

PICTURES: 1990 Measurements & Description 

35 . AFFIDAVIT: PLAT- RECORD revised : 
April 5, 1931, J. R. Walker died: 

6 

leav ing 9 chi ldren~ MOTHER~ they worked together 
the next 4 years 

to make all of them graduate§_ of AZLE 
Vol 388- F - 535 dated: 

February 25, 1950 

36. April 11, 1935, Ida Walker sold EMPTY DRUG STORE to 
James and Byre Str ibling of Ft Worth 

Vol 1478, pp 139- 140 
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117 W. Main Street [NRJ, Walker Drug Store/Woodmen of the World 
Hall, 1900; c. 1931. This l ar ge wood frame building with 
bracketed cornice and pointed parapet was built in 1900 by James 
Walker. Previously Walker had operated his store out of a smaller 
building on t h e same si t e constructed by Wig Reynolds. Reynolds 
sold t h e land a nd store to Walker in 1888 and, according to local 
s ourc es , Walker h ad the older s tructure demolished and the 
curr en t building constructed in 1900. The Woodmen of the World, 
Az l e Camp No. 596 paid f o r the mater ials and c onstruction of the 

second story of Wal ke r 's bu ilding . In 1906 Wal ker guaranteed 
rights to a separate entrance to the W. O.W. Ca mp and deeded the 
second story to them in recognition of the fact that they ''di d 
heretofore in th~ year 1900 fur~ish material and pay for the 
building and erecting of ~he second story room over th e stor e 
~icJt_t7:i- C: ... C)t J .. F: .. L\l~:-ll kE1 i .... ,.r, V);.:,_Jki:~,r· L.:C)f""i S t~i;•· u.!.:~l.:E:• d C.\ S ina].]. dc:ict[)t'- 1 ·5 0-ff l CE.1 

H .. -'r thE• J.oc,:d p l1'/£~j_c:iD.11 bel-;1nd thE' rl!c.~.in t1u1L:Ji n~1 in 19:::::1 . At that 
i:. 11n1.a· ., t.ihc• l;uild inc~ i.-J dS ,=1l ,:. o -movtc:>c1 tJE1r:k f r··om M,:-,u.n St. t-·e12t to 

pruvide need&d right-of-way for r oad expansion . James H. and Byra 
Stri blin g purchased the propert y from Id a Walker in 1935 and 
oper ated a drug store here until 1963 . The bu ilding is largel y 
i nt ac t ex cept for a remodeled storefron t . As the oldest 
commercial structure on Mai n St r eet a nd as the oldest fraternal 

. l o dge hall in the a rea , the building appears to be e li g ible for 
t h e National Register. 



117 W. Main Street 
NR 

Reynolds Drug Store/ 
Woodnen of the World Hall 

1873 (?); 
c. 1950 

This large wood-frame building with bracketed cornice and pointed 
parapet nay have been ruilt in 1873, though sorre sources give a 
date closer to 1900. It housed the town's first drug store, 
operated by Wig Reynolds and JanEs Walker. Reputedly, the lumber 
for the building was hauled to Azle by ox train fr001Gladewater. 
The Woodnen of the World owned the second story of the building, 
where they had a lodge hall. This was purchased by the I.0.0.F. in 
the 1930's. '!be Stribling family bought the drug store in 1935, 
and operated the rusiness until 1960. The building is largely 
intact, except for a rem:xleled storefront . As the oldest 
cOIIIOOrcial structure on Main Street (extret00ly rare as a surviving 
19th century wood-frama c~rcial building) and as the oldest 
fraternal lodge hall in the area, the building appears to be 
eligible for the National Register. 

10. 124 W. Main Street Jim Nation Building/ 
Azle Historical Museum 

1935-36 

Jim Nation erected this two-story stone-veneer building on Main 
Street in 1935-36. A service station and general rrerchandise store 
were operated on the ground level and the family lived upstairs. 
The building was sold to Mr. & Mrs. Ray Morton, who operated a 
barber shop and a beauty shop. They in turn sold the building ·to 
the Azle Wormn's Club, who subsequently gave it to the City of 
Azle for a piblic library. When the Azle Public Library moved to 
its new building on Southeast Parkway, the Azle Historical Society 
organized a mu. 3um 011 the premises in 1976. 

11. 165 W. Main Street 
NR 

McDonald House c. 1905 

An older house was enlarged and rem:xleled into this gabled L-plan 
residence by William McDonald, proprietor of a rrercantile business 
which opened on Main Street in 1906. The post off ice and First 
State Bank of Azle operated out of his store. McDonald also owned 
a cotton gin. He rooved his business to Fort Worth in 1914. The 
McDonald House appears to be eligible for the National Register, 
based on its association with one of Azle's leading businessiren in 
the early 1900's and as a representative example of residential 
building traditions of the tirre. 

12. 168 W. Main Street Seldon House 1938 

W.E. and Johnnie Seldon designed this sm11l stone-veneer house in 
conjuction with local builder Will Tannahill, and had it built in 
1938. They owned a service station and cafe next door on Main 
Street. The jerkin-headed shallo.v-sloped gable roofs are unusual 
for stone houses of the period. 
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Fort Worth Star-Telegram I Tuesday A.M., July 24, 1990 

Beatrice Carter 
Post office employee 

AZLE - Beatrice Carter, a retired 
U.S. Postal Service employee, died yes
terday at an Azle hospital. She was 90. 

Funeral will be at 2 p.m. tomorrow at 
Ash Creek Baptist Church. Burial will 
be in Ash Creek Cemetery. White's Fu
neral Home in Azle is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Mrs. Carter was born in Azle and was 
a lifelong resident. She retired from the 
Azle post office in 1966after 26years. 

Mrs. Carter was a 79-year member of 
Ash Creek Baptist Church, where she 
had taught Sunday school 67 years. 

Mrs. Carter was a former board 
member of Ash Creek Cemetery Asso
ciation and was one oft e organizers of 
the Azle Historical M seum Society. 
She was author of My ome Town, a 
history of Azle. Mrs. C rter was instru
mental in obtaining nine historical 
markers for Azle. She as former chair
man of Cancer Society nd had worked 
in the United Fund in Azle. She was a 
charter memberofthe ebekah Gipson 
Lodge in Azle. 

Her husband, Atlas Carter. died in 
1958. 

Survivors: Two sons, .A. Carter of Azle 
and Jimmie Carter f Lake Worth; 
brother, Bill Gipson of zle; four grand
childre~1; 10 great-gran children; and sev
eral great-l{reat-grande ildren. 
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EXHIFllT d A. 

Field Note& of the 1> ropoaed Corpo rflte LiD'iits of 
the To wn of Azle, Tarrru1 t nnd Pnrk cr County,Tcx. 

. I 
CoDIJllc ncing at the S.E.Cor. of the C,'iJ . Ji..cKe n zie Survey, M d being the 
N, Z ,Cor. of the J • .Amendllris Survey , Ta rrmt C.... , Tex. fo r the point of 
be g inning: 
'Ihence North fllong th e :H:ai.t line of th e C. i/. L~ cKen zie Surve y t.o the North 
risht-of- wny lt.f Stnte Hi gh way No,1 99: 
Thence s.E .e rly along the No rth right-of-way line of S tn te Highwey No,199 
to the intcr1i1ection with the So uth l ine of J.Wilco x Survey No ,44: 
'!hence El\Bt with the South line of J',V/ilcox Survey No.44 to the s .E. 
corne r of Coatie Hilllal North West Subdivisi o n: 
Thence running wi th the bound.nry l ine of Cne tle Hills No rth Wes t Sub
div1.ion North E natcrly: 
'Iheoce North westerly: 
Thence 'I/eat an d thence South with tt1.e ','/e a t line of Craatle S ill a No rth 
West Subdivi1i1ion tun point 300 feet diatrint from the No rth erly ri cht-of
Wflt line of S t nte Hi E;hwny No. 1 99 M d nt ri gh t nn glea the re to : 
Thence No rth ·,'/e s t e rly 300 feet di e t.m t nn d pfl r n llel wi th th e No r therly 
right- o f-wny line o f Stflte Hi ghw;iy Ho . 1 99 to n po in t of interc ecti on with 
the We b t l ine of J . Wilcox Survey No. 44: 
Thence No r th wi th th e '.'/eat l ine of J. './ilcu x Su r vey No . 44 to the ce nter 
of tl1e chann e l of Aah Creek: 
'lllence Westerl,ialong the center of the Clrnnnel of .M,h Creek to o p oin t 
:300 f e et distant North \'/e.terly nnd rat ri gh t ru1 e lea t.o the South-e nsterly 
right-of- tilny line of Fowler Lnnd and No rth Wee terly bound n r.1 line of 
Den-ver Heigh ta Ad di t ion: 
Thence South '.:lesterly 11long n line 300 ft . diatM t imd pnrnllel with Fowler 
Lano ton point 300 r t. ctiatMt an d North Enuterly Md nt ri ght D11gles t o 
the Northerly r ight-of-way to Hi ghwcy No , l S9: 
Thence North West.orly 300 ft. di s tant nn d pnr.illel wi th the Nor t ~rly ri E}'l tii' 
of-way line of State Highway No .199 to II point of i n tereectio n wi th tt,.e 
No rth line of the Spen cer To wneen d Survey: 
'lllence Eaat along th e North line of the Spebcer Townsend Survey to a 
point 300 f t . d.istnnt South Westerly nnd at righ t Mgles to the Southerly 
rigbt-of-'Qny line of the Ten Mile Bridge r o ad: 
Thence Southo nate rly along n line 300 ft. di stHnt nn d para llel vii th t he 
Southerly rie,ht-of-wey lino oft.he Ten Mile Br 1 d£e Rond to n poin t in 
the Wes t line or the D. F. Flores Survey: 
'lllence Northalong the West line of the n. T. Flores Survey to the 
Southe r ly right-of-way line of the Ten ?.file E ridge Ro<1 d: 
Thence Southeflaterly nlong the Southerly ri {tl t - of-way lin e of th e Ten 
1-:ile Bridge HoRd to a point in the E nst line of th e D, T.Fl oree Survey: 
Thence No r th with the East line o f the D . T. Flores Survey to the :::lorth
east corner of ariid D. T, Flores Survey n nd in the South line of J.;/ilcox 
Survey No . 50 : 
'!hence East 25 ft. to the e nst right-of-wey line of the Liberty S cha ol :td . : 
'Ihence North along the Enat right-of-v1ny lin e of Liberty Schuol R.o nd to 
the North line of J'. Wilcox Survey No . 50 : 
!he nce West along the North line of J. Wil co x Su r. No . 50 to its N. './. Cor.: 
'Ihence North ton poi n t 200 ft.North of the N. E .eor.of th~ 'i/ ilaoi:i- sc r1..r;g 11 Sur 
Thence Wes t on a line 200 ft. distm t rind pn rrillel to the Nvrth line o~ 
the 'lilson Scruggs sur. to fl point in the Bcisterly line of th e Cre 0 tv1ew 
Addition to ·Azle• 
Thence Northerl/with the East line of Crestview Addition to its H, E.Co r , : 

.. 



Page 2. 

Thence \'lest along the North line of Cre t; tview Auel tL,n tD n puint 
Northensterly 3 0 0 ft. distnnt nnd nt right nn e;les t.o the :C:nst ri f_;h t-of-
111ny of Fnnn to li!nttet Rofld No . 730: 
Thence Northerly nlong n line 200 ft. diotnn t nnd p~rnll el v.i th 1he Eflat 
right-of-way line of Fi'lrm tu 'h·:nrket H., .qd Nu. 73U to 11 pulnt in the North 
line of t.1-le 11.::i:.P.& P.RR. Co. Survey No , 37: 
Thence West to the Tarrnnt County-Pnrker County line: 
Thence South along the Tarrmt Co.-Parker Co .li ne to n 1>oi 11 t in the 
North line of the L. Lee Survey: 
'lhence Wea t nlone the North line of the L. Lee Survey to the cer. te r of the 
Chnnnel of .A.ah Creek: 
Thence Sou the as te rly along the center of the chn:mel of Aah Creek to a. 
po int in the B. F. Curti& Survey: 
Thence Southwnrd ru.ong the We;3t line of :B . F. Curtis Si..rvey to« .,;ioint 
in the North lin e of _the Azle Bnptlat Cemetery: 
Thence En&t if along t he North line of the Azle Bnptis t Cemetery to i tl:l 
K. E. Corner; 
Thence Southerly nlong the Eaat line of the Azle BE1ptist Ce1r.etcry to the 
No rth line of ti1e Aah Creek Bnptiat Church Lot: 
'!hence East along the North line of the Aah Creek Eapti st Church i o t tD 
its lL ii:. Corner; 
Thenc e Suutherly nl.ong the E al:lt line of the A:;h Creek Baptist Church Lot 
to its s. E. Co rner nnd continuing on along the center line of the 
Silver Creek-Azle Rondto a point in the South line of the lu.& E.rtR. 
Re servation: · 
Thence s. 61 deg. 28' 'ii. 30 0 ft along the s. lin e of the l i .& E. RR Reservnti on 
'lbence SoutheAeterly 300 ft. distru.t Md pnroll el with tl1e center line 
of the Silver Creek-Azle Road to n point in the Soutb line of the Spe n cer 
Townsend Si..rvey: 
Thence Enilt nl.ong the South line of the Spencer Townsend Survey to the 
center of the chnnnel of Pnschfll Brnnch: 
Thence up the ce n ter of the Chnnnel of P nschE1l :brc1nch to n point i n 
line with the South line of n trnct of land owned by the Azle Tile Co.: 
Thence E ns t with the Sou th line of the Azle Tile Co. Trnct to the lL V/. 
Co r . of the Eagle Drirve-in 'lb.e n ter Trnct : 
Then ce Southerly wi th the Weet l ine of the Azle Drive-i n 'lhe E1ter Tract 
to its s . w. Cor. nnd projected on 1D the South line of 1he c. ·11 . 

>.:oKenzie Survey: 
Thence Eaet alone the South lin e of the c. w. 1.:cKeni::i e Survey t.o i w 
s. E. Cor. and the point of beginning, contnining 1265 ncrea, more or 
leaa. 
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introd, .L'.. 1n11 and :;tory and FIRST PFmOF of 

a U1v.i1:-nsh tp by Jam£.0 s A . and Mary Stewdr d o r · Jolin' 

He nr y Rumµ sfeld l 16 0 acre far m: Dee d 1182 , pp 391- 592 

b r' r t~v<-1lenl spu ll; ny 

L. Growi n g a n Outµos t t o the VILLAGE or· AZLE 

H[: IRS firushed it Januar- y 15 , 189 4, F IVE YE ARS 

aft.Pr his d eath 

d Ma ju r ~ vents : To wn Site started : Dea t h o f Dr Stewa r d 

e INCORPORATI ON tu C ITY OF AZLE 

f F IRST THREE MAYORS 

g ALt1vi l i es at STRI BL I NG DRUG STORE 

h Gr· ow th to SEVEN SCHOOLS with 4 , 915 s tude nts i n 1989 -

]990 

LXHIBT f I 

a lhc Ste wa r ds donate 10 ac r es for P l ank Church wi th 

Be:•l fry 

Li Church n o t built until 18 91 d u e lo l a ck of f und s and 

strong L E ADCRSHIP o ·f Rev T . H. S t urges 

c Dr Steward did not EXPERIENCE t h e JOY of Co mp l etion 

o f these TWO great PROJ ECTS 

d ASH Creek Bapti s t s plit i n ha l f; o n Coun t y s ' l i ne 

iJ l A MU:;SING LINK ; ROAD & Bridge 



LOBOBLK4 Stri bling 3-29- 90 

The STRI B.:'.,ING OLD DRUG STORE b e came tht:> HUB c., f the 

:--:..:.. :::. o.:. .:::.r:cLe uarnE·!:c,:i. Sch::.:irn::-.hire dc::...cr i bed P i o neer Li f e 

~here y ou saw wild buffalo , turJ:eys , b0bc ats , panthers and 

Indians roaming t he va lleye and hill s in the s ma ll outpost 

about 20 miles northwest of Ft . Worth . In the spring time, 

the hill sides were covered with wild flowe rs: red I ndian 

Blankets , yellow wild flowers (Coroposis) , large fields of 

Bl uebonnets with a sprinkle of oran ge butterfly weeds 

(Penstamons) for contrast, s tretched as far as the eyes could 

see . The creeks and branches named by t h e e arly pioneers 

remain the same t oday . ( 1) The rich bottom lands of Clear 

Fork, the good water , p leasant willows, the cottonwoods along 

the streams and the vast stretches of sage grass and the 

prairie hay made this land a g o lden promise . (2) 

The Stribling Two-Story - Drug St,or e sat in the Benjamin 

F . Curtis Survey on 160 acre farm patented by ' John' Henry 

RUMPSFELDT on August 9 , 1859 . (3) Official Documents 

now authenticate , that Dr 'James ' Az l e Ste ward, the Pioneer 

Doctor lived on the Rumpsfe ldt farm .at the time ' J ohn' Giles 

Reynolds returned from Tennessee wi t.ih wife and t hree children 

in 1854. ( t.,) Dr · James ' Az l e St,eward was born in 1831 

in Tennessee and c ame to this area , between the ages of 21 

and 23 year s old to live in the Rumpsfeldt cabin. (5) 

Settlers came , named the streams, branches and creeks as 



2 

:,o·J ;n,.:.·.,,_- J .:,W-~y ci:1 : '..s"c\ S '.~vt KT!,.)W,, in t.~·1t: dJ.."t:· ?. . { 6) 

l ;) ::., 3 7 C, , ,:::e. :,'l',,;_p,A~JT .::oLTN'i't CO01n H~lUSE L . 1:·e b u r n t a l l 

the ~eeJ s o f t he fil e d recor ds . None of the peo p l e had re -

fil e d their deeds . Dr Steward never Re- Filed even before 

h i s death . His Deed of Ownership of the Rumpsfeldt 160 acre 

farm gave proof that he owned it on March 5 , 1875 when he 

donated FIVE ACRES for building t he First little PICKET 

Chur ch - School f or the newly organ ized (September 9, 1871) ASH 

CREEK MISSIONARY BAPTI ST CHURCH a mile west of "John' Giles 

Reynolds ' little picket - school - community meeting - h ouse as 

seen by thi s EXCERPT : identifying land and the STEWARDS ' 

OWNERSHIP on March 5 , 1875 : . " . being part o f the 

' J ohn' He nry Rurnps f eldt one-hundred- and sixty-acre Survey or 

the Carter one-hundred - and sixty-acre Survey to Post. 

place o f begi nning, c ontaining 

NOT SO USED for t his purpose . 

March 5 , 18 7 5 

. FIVE ACRES . . . IF 

it is t o revert t o owners 

J ames A. Steward 

Mary E . Steward (7) 

Coho Smith, GRANDFATHER of Gertie Ansley, taught reading, 

writing and drawing in the ASH CREEK MISSIONARY Picket

Church - Schoo l located on t he Hoggard land, back southeast 

f r om the present day "Hoggard- Reyno lds Cemetery" o n S Stewart 

acr oss Ash Cre e k out on the ridge beyond and through the 

tangled bushes that can be seen in d istant . It was built 
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there, a milt:: west o f th-3 ' .I :)hn ' .;.:..lE:s r-:_t.:'ync ld2 ' l 850 ' s first 

' ' . .:_ ..-'·=.,;.. .. l.! <~ 

2e;.:.tern.cier 5 , 188::. , Will iam 0 ' Ea1: wo:!:·keJ and brought a 

Post Offi ce to the o utpost which was re ··named for the FIFTH 

time to O'Bar . ( 1G) 

In 1882, 21 - year-old, Lewis Thomas Wigfall Reynold s, 

with the help o f his 56 - year - old- CA..R.PENTER- Brother , ' John ' 

Giles Reynolds, built t he first little drug store o n t he 

north side o f the winding Ash Creek facin g out o n t he Buffalo 

Trail through the outpost of O'Bar . Wig Reynolds as h is 

friends c alled him , moved to Weatherford in 1887 . He earne d 

his Pharmacy Ce r tificate later . (11 ) On July 27 , 1 888 , Wig 

Reynolds s o ld his little Drug Store to J . R . Wa l ker . (12) 

In 1883 , Dr James A. Steward, a highly respected 

Community Leader , came in , riding o n his mule f rom vis iti n g 

patients in three count ies : Tarrant , Parker , and Wise as f ar 

as Decatur . ( 13 ) He called his frie nds together and sug-

ges ted , s ince we have a Post Office , what do y ou t hink of 

selecting a permane nt , unusual name to build our IDENTITY and 

HI STORY on? " 

chal l e nge . 

The people listene d . Then , he thr ew out a 

" If you would like to use my middle name AZLE a s 

UNUSUAL , I will d onate enough land for our TOWN S ITE". They 

liked the idea , so started the paper work prepar ation t o the 

Washington O. C . Postal Servic e to c hange t h e name from O'Bar 



I.,, 

tu AZLE: . ':he •~•ff.i.cial par.,er came b,:icv. November u , 188 3 thus , 

, . , ' 
' - -:I J 

l:,..:,x.r-c w th\::ir dc-ed , c:.s he c ame "Le.· thc:: ir pro .1:,-,erty t o re - copy 

and re -file their d eed . He reminded them that it wou ld be 

TIME CONSUMING because each deed would have t o be r e-written 

in DETAI L to ins ert t he phras e ''VI LLAGE OF AZLE into each one 

Bu"!:: first , he would get the TARRANT COUNTY SURVEYOR TEAM t o 

come and start t he detai l s o f t h e ir Survey plus other detail s 

needed , then his e ffo r t would inc l u de kee ping up with his 

patie nts , too . He wor ked for FIVE YEARS, bef ore he died on 

Apri l 29 , 1889 a t t he a g e o f sg. (15) 

HEIRS , i n case o f h is I NCAPACITY . (16) 

He had set u p his 

therefore, they 

took over h i s work . They worke d b y teams of two, thus, 

worki ng F I VE MORE ye ars to complete the surveyed THIRTEEN and 

ONE- HALF acre TOWN SITE . The HEIRS f a i led to correct the 
·, 

Mi s -Spel ling of t heir names o n t he peoples' ORIGINAL DEED, 

THEREFORE , a Family member said that the "final t " and the 

spel l i ng o f " Stuar d" was wro ng , in many deeds . (17) 

The MASTER CARD of the TARRANT COUNTY TAX OFFICE, plus 

the 10 property Owners' names a s listed on the ENLARGED Deed 

Plat to 2i* " x 3 6 " was f i nished o n January 15, 189"'-; FIVE 

YEARS after Dr Steward ' s Death . This DEED-PLAT was recorded 

on February 8 , 189 4 . A framed c opy o f VOL 63 , p 141 hangs in 

t he AZLE MUSEUM upsta i rs over the table where the AZLE 



:USTOiUCA:.. SOCIETY Le-, ~ i t s mon t .h l y meet i :1g . ( 1 8) 

I n tha~ year , ~ai~ Street r a n from ~he 3usine s s Sect i o n of 

ab0ut t wo blouk s : o n pas s homes o f the Grigb y ' s , Smi th' s , 

Cosby 's , t h en Mc Donal d 's , Walker ' s , Ro ss ', and the Winter's 

Gi n . ( 2 1) Th e childre n made up the i r g ames as they 

p l ~yed in the s treet un t i l thei r mothers cal l ed them in t o 

supper . ( 22 ) I n 19 20 , i f yo u c ame i nto the VILLAGE OF 

AZLE f rom Ft Wor th , you no t ed the latest o f t he Two - Story 

bui l din gs : on t he right i n comple tion stage , was the 

McDonald Ge n eral Store ; wit h a planne d c orner f or the Post 

Off i ce and o ne f o r t he Bank . The bui l d i ng o n the left was 

t h e Walker Dr ug Store built in 1 900 . (23) On July 22 , 

19 30 , J . R . Walker s o l d the land on his large block to J . L . 

Pier c e , ma king i t Lot 2B , in Block 2 . (2~) 

In 1931 , TARRANT COUNTY HI GHWAY DEPARTMENT widened and 

asphal t ed the grave l Mai n s t reet as Highway 199 . It is now 

identified a s Main street and Highway 3 ~~ t hrough Azle t o 

Highway 730 . The GRAPHI C RIGHT- OF - WAY Map s hows h ow the 

5 

Walker Dr u g Store was af f ect e d . ( 25A) While mov i ng h is 

Drug Store , Mr Walker deci ded he ne e de d to make office spac e 

f o r the Village Doc tor wit h a s maller room at the back with 

bathroom f aci liti es i n 1931 . (25B) Mr Walker d ied 

s hortly af t e r o n April 5 , 1 9 31 , ( 27) Leaving Ida Walker 
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~ ~~~ ~ =~~ childre~ , thus the Drug s~o~e pr ovided jobs for t he 

(27) Ida 

• j .:.; • 
\ '-' t• I 

STRI BL ING AC7 IVITIES & TWO-STCRY DRUG STORE 

CONTRIBUTIONS : by Bill Stribling 

Byra Stribling heard through a n aunt , that a privately 

owne d Phone Company was bringing a SWITCHBOARD to Azle, which 

prov ided a home , a small garden spot , plus a salary o f $60 

per month f o r the operator . She applied f o r the job and 

worked two years t o help her husband get started. Sinc e they 

had bought an EMPTY BUILDING at 11 7 W Main, they had to re 

stock it with EQUIPMENT and STOCK. Bill St ribling told this 

story : "Dad, James H . Stribling, heard of a Drug Store at 

Greenwood in Wise County , near Slidell for s ale . He DASHED 

ove r there , BOUGHT it , l oaded up the EQUIPMENT and STOCK; 

BROUGHT it back to his Azle Store . He never knew what 

happened to his Greenwood building: (29) 

Byra Stribling was heard to say : "Moving out here with 

a small baby to care f or , in a house with no bathroom and no 

conven i ences , it is just a wful ". J ay Woody Stribling was 

born on April 10, 1935 and lack one day being FOUR-YEARS OLD . 

(30) Shortly , after moving out here , J ames H. Stribling 

put i n a DELCO SYSTEM of ELECTRICITY and had the FIRST 
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ELEC~R: C ~IGHTS in Azl e . (31) Bjll Stri t ling to ld the 

-
- ~•.• - .... t 

in th,:, ~JECESSA!{Y :;;:.EPAIRS . i-ie put. i n rt:LL··l-•ANE S TORE WINDOWS, 

poured a CONCRETE porch , a nd lef t o ff the guard rails . (32) 

James and Byra Stribling saw in their first two years, that 

needs of the farmers and ranchers were different and planned 

to mee t their needs . James Stri bling built their home at 108 

S Stewart and Byra resigned the SWITCHBOARD to go on SHIFT 

1 
WORK t o keep the Drug Store open from 8 A. M. to P.M. ( 33) 

The o l d BENCH on the front porch was a GATHERING PLACE, 

where the men sat to c hat, chew tobacco , spin yarns , and take 

home the news o f their f riends . It was here that young Bill 

Stribling heard the OLD TIMERS tel l the NEWCOMERS how James 

Walker (J . R . ) t ore down the LITTLE DRUG STORE after working 

in it f o r 12 years . Walker buil t this Two- Story Drug store 

in 1900 on same site . (3 ~ ) 

Duri ng the DEPRESSION YEARS o f the l930's, the Stribling 

Dxug store served a s a Distribution Center f or the Needy--

c l othing and food etc . ( 3 5 l I t served as a Bowen Bus 

Stop in the l9~0's and l950's from Ft Worth , Azle , Wichita 

Falls , to transfer to Amarillo o r Oklahoma City and points 

north . ( 36 ) Downstairs, was a Doctor's o ffice with a 

small library in one corner where Byra Stribling served as 

SECOND LIBRARIAN. (37) The u pstairs had a busy schedules 
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o f rr,eetin~s ,:,f the active AZLE ' 3 Ci v i c League f uncti o 11s , wi th 

James V. A 2.drE;d was coming to help CcLEBRATE . Mr Ro s s worked 

on ~he Public i ty and d rew 1 500 peo ple o n that April 3 , 1936 

to h ear the Te x a s Governo r in the Vil lage of 250 residents . 

Mr Ro s s i~ his AZLE BOOSTER inserted Governor Aldred
1
equote: 

" I enj oyed my visit to Azle TREMENDOUSLY !! You have a 

WONDERFUL COMl'JfUNITY ! ! " ( 38 ) The active and exciting Court 

Room of Judge Bowman became famous . The Lake Offi cer and 

Constable were comfortable in their visits up there ; when not 

on duty . Other meetings were Town Hall and Chamber of 

Commerce . ( 3 9 ) All clubs met up there including: Garden 

Club , Rebekah Lodge and Eastern Star. The Rebekah Lodge was 

organized November 13, 19 50 and met twice - a-month up there 

until the stairs became too difficult for some of the 

members , thus they moved t o the Christian Church on July 12 , 
/ 

1976 . They chartered with 23 members and grew to 46 in 1990 

with several deceased over the years. Byra Stribling was a 

lifetime member of Easte rn Star and Rebekah Lodge . (40) 

ELECTIONS were held up there , where Byra Stribling served 20 

years or more , as the Democratic Precinct Chairman . (41) 

I n 1950 , an ENCROACHMENT COMPLAINT came against the 

stairs and sidewa lk o f the Drug Store, which also gave the 

death of J . R. Walker in the AFFIDAVIT. Archie Forrester ; 
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son - in- Jaw , Look c are the ENCROACHMENT problem . 

n,:;coR?0 :<1"'\TE their Vil lage intci a Ci t.y. They orgar:i::ed , held 

an ELECTI ON with 152 voting FOR I NCORPORATION and 127 

AGAINST . Majority r uled a nd they became CITY OF AZLE on 

April 13 , 1957 . ( 43) They elected Dan Jarvis as FIRST 

MAYOR t o serve with o ther officer s . ( 44} Warren Pugh 

served as SECOND MAYOR . ( 4 5 ) Jay Woody Stribling was the 

City I s THIRD IV'J.AYOR . He started in April 1960 , then on 

J anuary 7, 1961 , he SNIPPED the r i bbon of $ 20 .00 BILLS to 

open t he AZLE STATE BANK . ( 46) Then his JOB OFFER came 

through as : DIRECTOR OF ARIZONA INDIAN HOUSING. He still 

l ives in Phoenix , Arizona . Bill Striblin g gave his address. 

( 4 7) 

In 1963 , James H. a n d Byra Stribling sold their Drug 

Stock and Equipment to Milton Thompson , who set up a Pharmac y 

o ver on the new Industrial Street at the Mitchell store site. 

( 48) Apr i l 1 3 , 1963 , the Striblings rented their building 

to Paul Wo rthen . Paul asked Franklin C. Couch at Scooter's 

Radio Supply in Ft Worth , to b e come his partner to open an 

Electronics and Service Store in the CITY OF AZLE. They 

c hose the FIRST let ter of t.½eir SURNAMES, thus named it C & W 

ELECTRONICS . The wives worked the day shift . If a wife 

needed time o ff, Paul Worthen cal led James Stribling to help, 
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~n l S6 5 , Paul Worthen quit h i s job Ft 

"'::.r~w e} : .e-:1 some in the latE: l 360 's and early 1 9 70 ' s . (50) They 

planned t.heir ESTATE before either pa3sed away , so when Mr 

3tx-ibling did pass away in November J.97"'- , Byra Stribling was 

able t o Jeed t he store to Jay Woody Striblin g when he was in 

towr_i . { 5 1 ) Jay Wo0dy continue d to rent the store for four 

more years , making Paul Worthen a RENTER for F IFTEEN YEARS 

and TEN DAYS . On September 25 , 1978 Jay Woody Stribling sold 

the bui l d i ng to Paul Worthen. ( 5 2 ) 

In 1983, The Gip son Rebekah lodge gave Paul Worthen a 

QUIT CLAIM DEED f or t he TOP FLOOR, because they had not used 

ii: s ince 1 976 . (53) 

In September 1988 , Paul Wort hen made his LAST PAYMENT on 

his store. ( 54 ) 

Thi s 90 year old unrecognized build ing will be an 

appropriate gift f or Beatrice Gip son Carter as her TENTH 

s i t e MARKER goa l . BEA had her 90th birthday in November 

1 989 She i s 1.n a Nursing Home , but we1 hope she can be HONORED 

a nd a ccept her gift from Steve Britt , now an EAGLE SCOUT: 

with Mr Clark's faster p r o ject : Grandlmother completed as site 

RESEARCHER, compo ser , typist beginning July 1988 to April 

1 900 . 
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!'.•ermanent , unusual n ame t.o b u ild IDENT:i:TY & HISTORY ,:>ffers 

land f0r a "Lc wfl :c-. itr:,' if t.hey 1.1.c:ed h j:c. rn.iddle c:amE: : AZLE 
Pai:•e:r- wor k we:-nt l.u ~vashin6 tc,n , D. C . f ,)r narna change from 

O 'Bar to AZLE se~ ll- l O b.::: c ame AZLE o n November 6, 1883 

15 April 2 9 , 1889 , Dr Steward die d at age 58 . CemetE:ry 
lot donated befc,re 1 8 74, s ee ABSTRACT OF RURAL PROPERTY ; 
Masonic Letter; WEATHERFORD DEMOCRAT,, Weekly Vol 1 #9 dated 
May 5 , 1889, p 5 ; Family record; Marriage record ; 1860 Wise 
county Census; 1870 Tarrant County Census , grave 
insc riptions ; 

Oldest son , Charles Allen Steward on 1870 census is not 
i n Cemetery. ' Mary' Elizabeth Fowler Steward died February 8 
191~ Death Certificate 

16 Dr Steward's HEIRS: Wife: Mary E; M.E.; or Mary 
Elizabeth Steward ; brother C . A. and sister-in- law , Lena 
Steward i n teams of two worked ~> years more 

17 Heirs did not correct name : ending "t" or Stuard 
Family letter 

18 January 15, 1894 , Enlargement o f Tax Office's MASTER 
CARD, ASSESSOR's CITY PROPERTY, plus names of 10 PROPERTY 
owners names of Deed-Plat Vol 6 3 , p 141 in Azle Museum 

19 In 1900, J . R . Wa l ker built TWO-STORY DRUG STORE 

20 February 5 , 1906 , J . R. Wa l ker sold the top floor to 
WOODMEN o f the WORLD; Vol 2 4- 2, pp 4-6 -· 4- 7 

21 In 1906 , MY HOME TOWN, cc 1 968 , Beatrice Gipson 
Carter ; pp 204-206 ; 210 businesses 

22 IBID pp 204-205 ; 207-208 picture 10 

23 In 1920 , AZLE COMMUNITY HISTORY; cc 1986 p 18 tall 
buildings 

24- July 22 , 1930 , J . R. Walker fiold extra land to J. L. 
Pierce; Book 1355 , p 3396 

25 In 1 931, TARRANT COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: widened 
and asphalted Main Street for Highway 199: affects Walker 
Building: adds room at back for Village Doctor: Pictures & 
Mea surements in 1990 and Description 

26 April 5 , 1931 , J. R . Walker died; see AFFIDAVIT 
Plat- RECORD revised: VOL 388-f - 535 DJ\TED February 25 , 1950 

27 MY HOME TOWN , Beatrice Gipson Carter, cc 1968, pp 
200-203 ; WALKER nine children 
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28 I,ia We H:er s old empty building to Jc=,mes l-i . a nd Byra 

Stribl ing ; Vol 14-76 , f•;) l3J- lt.O 

29 N0vembar 9 , 1938 , #1 Bill S~rjbling me mory : 
_;rP,E: ffWOO(:: 

30 Public Health Departme nt, F't Worth, Texas; Vital 
Statisti cs Off ice ; 1 800 University Drive , Ft Worth , Texas 
76107 , phone 344- 106 3 

31 AZLE COMMUNITY HISTORY c c 1.986, p 93 Delco l ights 

32 November 12, 1988 , # 2 Bill Stribling memory: c ar 
CRA$HING store front 

33 o p cit s hift work 

34 December 9 , 1988 : # 3 Bill Stribling memory Bench 

35 op cit p 94; l930's Depression disbursements 

36 l940's & l950 ' s BOWEN BUS SCHEDULES to Wichita 
Fal ls , Amari l lo , and Oklahoma City &c northwards 

37 Doct or 's office with a small library with Byra 
Stribling servi ng as SECOND LI BRARIP..N op sit p 8 

38 Apri l 3, 19 36 ; MY HOME TOWN, cc 1968; pp 209-211 
Governor James V. Aldred welcomes EXTENS ION of ELECTRICITY 
TO SMALL Vi llage of Azle: 250 residlents: 1500 present due to 
Faris Ross publicity 

39 
HISTORY , 

40 

41 

Town Hall & Chamber of Commerce; AZLE COMMUNITY 
cc 1986 ; pp 61 and 93 

Ibid p 93 

Ibid pp 8 , 93 

4- 2 February 25, 1950 , ENCROACHMENT AFFIDAVIT, Plat.
Revision ; Vol 388-F-5351 : Archie Forrester, Walker's Son-
in - Law took care of problem. 1 990 pictures & Measurements 

Early DESCRIPTIONS with 1990 measurements substituted 

43 Apri l 13 , 1957, Village INCORPORATES to CITY OF AZLE 
SHOWING Description & city map limitations 

4-4 April 13 , 1957: ELECTION Dan Jarvis FIRST MAYOR 
and other o fficers MY HOME TOWN, cc: 1 968 , p 212 

45 SECOND MAYOR, Warren Pugh ; ~.ZLE COMMUNITY HI STORY cc 
1 986 , p 23 7 



1.,. 6 .:l. r-,r i l J.960 , #4 Bi l l :.:_;trib ling : J ·,3 y Woody S triblin g 
as tr:e Ci t.y' s THIRD 1·1A YOR : 

J a nu ary 7 , 1961 , Jay Woody S t.ribl i ng o pe ned the AZLE STATE 
BANK with a SNIP of r ibbon c, f $20 . 0 0 BILLS 

I bid pp 10 & '30 

4 7 Fe b r u ary 8 , 1.989 ; #4 Bil l Stribl ing memory: Job 
Of f er as DIRECTOR OF ARIZONA I NDIAN HOUSING; stationed at 
Phoenix , Arizo n a f r om 1961 to 1990 

Jay Woody Strib ling address : #4 Bill Stribling shares 
br o ther's address : 30 14 North 1 5th Drive; Phoenix, 
Arizona 85015 

48 In 1 963 , the Striblings sold EQUIPMENT & Stock to 
Milton Ho pkins ; AZLE COMMUNITY HISTORY cc 1986 p 94 

49 April 13, 1963 , the Striblings rented empty building 
to Paul Worthen who forms C & W ELECTRONICS with a partner 

Ibid pp 8 7 , 93, 2 77 

50 November 12 , 1989 , 45 Bill Stribling Parents 
travelled 

51 James H. Stribling passed away in November 1974 . 
Planned ESTATE: Byra Stribling deeded store to Jay Woody 
Stribling No vember 11 , 1974 : Vol 5752, pp 962, 963, 964 , & 
9 65 Bill Stribling lives in house Mr Stribling built 

in 1 937 

5 2 September 2 5 , 1978, Jay Woody Stribling sold Store 
to Paul Worthen Vol 6592, pp 29 2 , 293, 294, and 295 with 
Warranty Deed, and Lien ( Inserted here are Descriptions, etc 

53 May 16, 1983, REBEKAH GIPSON LODGE 4460 gave Paul 
Worthen a QUIT CLAIM DEED to upstairs : Book 7669 , pp 1707 -
1708 

54 September 1988, Paul Worthen made his LAST PAYMENT on 
VOL 6592, pp 592, 593, 594, and 595 
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I) ,~~._: f'lc1l , Vo l b:...l, p 
' f-Jf"//4 

f, r,Zlt:: r:OMMUNl TY l!lSTOHY, c c 1906 

7 AZLF.: NCWS ftdvt>rL Jse r· , CL rt1ur ':>duy, Mcir ch 8, 1990 : 
~JSSlNLi LINK 1 & 5 

B BU~, ~,CHEDUlL~:i : U lue Uu,lk ; 
~-,t h edult's 

Green Book AND c hanges 

9 Ca r ler , BPalr1 c e Gipson, MY HOME TOWN, cc 1968 

10 Df:..E O~_; & RECORDS Of fi r e ; Bi l l Ir wi n, Of1i c e 
S upe1- v 1 s01 

ll EArn_E MOUNTAI N LAKE : MISSING LI NK acro ss : 

1 l r-ami ly Namv rni~ -- s pr;; l led on OR I GI NAL DEEDS , not 
CCRRECTEU b y I tc i t"s 

12 MY HOME TOWN cc. 1968 : f1eat rice Gipso n Car t er 

l 3 NA'l l(JNAL AHCfll VES and m:c□RDS SERVICE: Pos t Of f i ce 
Roll 127, Target 3, Tex a s , T a r ran t Co unt y; p age 739 

1 4 Ob1tua1 y notic e : J~me s A. S t e ward Weatherford 
Den,oc ral ; week ly Vol 1, lt 9 , May B, 1889 ; p 5 : Ce meter y 
Jnscr 1pl ions , Fam1 ly Wis~ & Ta, r an t Cuun l ies Censu s r e c o r d s , 
ramily Records; Ma, y E . dedth Cerifica l e 

15 Hl STOHY or: PAUl<Er1 C(JUNT Y, HI S TOR ICAL COMM ISS I ON : 
We a ther f ord, Texas : c c 19!:JO ; " Early Hi s t ory o f Parker 
Cou nl.y" p 5 

16 May 1 6 , 1?8:J 
0Pe>d lo Pau 1 l.Jor then 

llEBEKAII GI PSON LODGE #460 ; Quit C laim 

17 l~umpsf'elul , ·John' !h.-.> nr y (µrev a l e nt spe l l i n g ) ·farm 
1n L:ONNEClION Lu O, ' J ames' AL"le Slewa r- d buy ing il: 

Dr S L~ward forgot l o file his o wn d eed in lhe NEW COURT 
HOu~;L df lei- U1t~ lff/8 F H~E 
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CIIIID IN1'L a.1tAN T [£ PATCNTC£ 
01'1CIIIIIIIIT'10"t ___ _ 

au,.,..,.• • ... 0 11: • AC!:11:S 
..• ~ ...... . . - .................. ... CLA •• 

• t •11 .,...,.,. I 

' 331 C,a r, 7 , J-..eo , . I Ja-■ .I.. Ctlrrr l- 7, 1861 SH 31 180 25 Dallu llob. 3rd. 
~n Cbr< ■ tln , Uln 1'11 . G..-nup 9 - 2C, 1959 143 25 180 do 
HO Cr<7W, 1'11. L. h, L. Craw 1-27, 1859 COB 18 180 do 

"279 1 
3682 
3859 
379.5 .,.1 C7'0<:ker . T'll0ta■ I J,...■ Lane 1-13, 1881 Clll 31 308,50 95 Dallu do 

1_, _2-:~c_o_,,.. __ , _11_. _ra_ ._ 1:_·~-- +---------ra_._s __ ._ c_o_l•-----t--9=--_2_1"',_ 1..,s_s..,11+_1.,.e1_+-_2_1-+-------+-----+--=1c:e..:o_-l~--+- ----.--.::do-=----·--t---:3-:aa-:-:a+-------1 
IH CoSYlll . J ... ■ I . I do 9- 7 , 1880 ~1 25 180 do 3887 

_,_,.,., Corti ■, a ... J . r . J ~b• 11. ~~t 8- 9, 18~9 569 24 uo n hr_!!r do 3230 
l-1, 5 Cook . Dnld t 5052/5053 t Tbo■ . c. i,..,, 8- 4, ·1s~ii 74 l9 8'0 do · 3215 
,<11 Clay . i.n■ .I. . I I L .. u .I.. Clay 11 - 27, 1857 1021 15 320 do 3205 

~H~7~....,c~o7n~d-"-•_J_0Tlnl==--.----'----- Je'ba Ca,,dn 3-29, 1861 97 :U ··+-'------+--'3="2:iO.---·+----+-----+--idi:o----+ --i3;;i2;-i7ri8rl--------; 
"" '-'• .-...-. , J ,,.. ■ L . I I Jue• L. Cbl-ru·a 8-30 , 1859 359 26 160 do 3244 
W9 Ca ■ tu .. 1, ~•ncr I G. • · Potltt 9-15, 18$9 UI 28 320 do 3078 
)~0 Qt.-.n . .1.,., 1 ... . J O<t l ... . CblHN 6-22 , 1864 37' 33 160 do 3072 
,u Collt aa , lloctor I I "•ct~r Colli, ■ 11-15, 1859 1111 27 318 do 3091 
1.52 Co,r , I lluk __ ,_. ____ ,..I ____ _,.._1_. _ .... _ c _G_. _Pa_ r_u_ r __ --1 __ 5_-_1_2c_,_1_u_a-j._5_1_1_ 1-_1_7+-------1------1-- 2_2_2 _ _j. ___ ..j.... ____ ..j....-idco::..... ___ ....j. __ 2:..9;..11_0....j ______ ~ 
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J A. STEWARD ET UX 

TO I D l'.: E D 

ASH OR!EX BAPTI ST CHURCH & DtACO!!S 

•••••••• • 
ffi! STAT? or TEXA9 

That, I, J, A. Steward & Uary !, Steward or t he County of Torr11 nt end Stnt11 

aforesaid , in consideration of tl:e sum of One Dollnr, t o us in hnnd pnid by the Dencone 

o! the Ash Creek 9aot1et Church of the Co•1nty of Tnrrnnt Stiitr. of Tll:{A!l the receipt whereof 

18 horoby acknowl11d;,od, h"tve ORA:IT:D, 3/\q(},\f Y:'.D, "OLD nnc! R:'.L!ASSD, on(! b y thPOll pr<1Bento do 

GRAUT, BARO AIX, S!LL and R!LEAS! , unto J. U. Pnrl oh nnd A. Clln~~~ r., Dnnconn no nforPaAid 

of t he Aah Creek Baptist Church , nnd also to t heir ~uccesBorp In off ice, onP cert~ln olecn or 

pnrcel of lo nd known and described no ~ollo"s to - "It : 9r.1~.is n rnrt of the J o!in R. Rur.:pt 

f elt.i: one hundred ond Sixty ncrn curvey, Bealnnlni:: 6<0 fc!'t 1-orth of th<'! South :Vent co rnr.r 

of &::iid Rumptfeltz or Ca. r tn l cO o.c:-e S::rvey nt n ?or.t Snp11~ 2 i n f rom r :11ch o Pea t Onk 

Sin bra N, 25 °E 21 fee t . 

I 
,. 

·I 

Ther.ce Xortl-. 46o f ci! t to a oto:-.e a Por'lt Onk 6 in bro JI 75 ° E. 26 fe E't , t r.er.en 

Ea~t 46o f eet o. ?oet Ook 6 in bra S 2° w. 30 feet. T:ier.ce South 45o feet St one, T~.~nc o 

Weet 46o fc~t to t !:n plnce of be~innins contn1r.1ng 5 ocreo. 

.,..... ...... "'=a-·- - -

-----~!iiiiiiiJi;Ji;r;;:!:::::===:======::::==:=:::::: 

together 111th 11.ll and singuJ.11r the rights, .,embers, hereditomente and appurtenances to the 

same belonging, or anywlee l ncldent or appert nlnlng. 

ro HAV". AND TO HOLD, all nnd 11lngubr , the prominee nbove mentioned ; unto 

the aald Trueteee eo long as t hs eamo 1a kept and uaed an a Slte !or e~ld Anh Cr~ek Baptist 

Ohuroh and school forever; and we bind ouraelvee , hnlra , executors, 11nd 11d~inletrntora, 

to IA..9.RJ.llT A:m F'OP.EV!:R DEF'E?;1), a ll and einguln~ , the B!lld oremleee unto the e11id Truoteee 

and their aucceeeoro ln office against every person whomsoever, lawfully clal~lng or to 

olalm th e same or ony pnrt thoreo!, ln und11r or thro~h us 

STAT£ or TEXAS J 

COUNTY or TARRANT 

Jamee A, Steward 

Mary r.. Ste,mrd 

BEFOR~ me Jao. K. Allen J . P, nnd tx-0!!1cio Not ,Publio 1n nnd !or en1d County 

personally appeared J . A, Stewar~ and llary E. Steward his wife pnr t ioo to t he forogoir.g 

attached, Deed bearing date the 5th day of ~arch A. D. 1875:, both of whom are well kno..n 

· 1 

to mo ; who aoknonled~ed severally th~t thP.y had signed, oenled nnd delivered the sa~o, !or 

the purpoeco and ooneiderationa therein etnted, And the nnid L:ary r. Stewnrd having been 

examined b;• mo privily a nd npnrt f r om her husband and hnvin~ hod the enme fully explained to 

her, oho, the oaid J.!nry E, 8t ewnr t acknowledged the onme to be her net 11nd deed, ond de

clared t o me tho t aha had willingly signed, sealed n nd delivered the snme of hex· own !reewi 11 

and' accord, without !car or compul.e1on/ on the pnrt of hP.r oald husband, and thAt ehe winhed 

no't to r 'etraot It, 

WITNESS my official ~ear and signatu re, at my office at Woods M111, th1e 5th 

d.ay o! Uaroh, A. D, 1$75, 

L. s. 

Jae, I. Allen J. P, and Ex-Officio 

!lot. Public, T,C.T. Pr11ctnct Ro. 5 

Ol11rk D. C, T. O • 

• . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deputy , 
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PREFACE 

This book has been written that all who read it may get 
a brief glimpse into the past history of Azle so that the 
heritage left to them by these early pioneers may be glori
ously carried on ! 

This is the story of my home town. Perhaps it is yours 
also. If this book can help you to recall the happy memories 
of childhood days spent in Azle, it will have served its pur
pose well. 

To most of us as we look back across the years, our 
brightest memories are those carefree days we spent as a 
child. The love and trust that God implants in the heart 
of a child is the most precious thing in the world. 

We sing, "backward, turn backward, oh time in your 
flight, make me a child again just for tonight." But time 
always marches on - never backward - but we would like 
to pause and let our thoughts wander back thruogh the 
yesteryears - What precious memories they hold for us ! 

To all those who have helped to make this book poss"ible, 
I want to express my sincere appreciation. Without your 
help in collecting materials and the pictures I never could 
have finished this work. 

My special debt of gratitude goes to Mrs. Blanche Dam
eron Scrimshire, who wrote the history of the early days 
and who also wrote the history of Ash Creek Baptist Church 
and the schools of long ago. 

I would also like to acknowledge the following who have 
helped in making this book possible: 

1 



8 MY HOME TOWN 

street with a general store, drug store, three blacksmith 
shops, a barbersop, two gins, and a mill. The buildings 
were not painted and there was nothing beautiful about it; 
but it had a sort of ruggedness that bespoke of the character 
of the pioneers. 

These Pioneers had come from many different States to 
settle here. Some came in covered wagons drawn by oxen 
(and with) all their earthly possessions in the wagon. 
Others rode horseback or walked long distances. They had 
to endure many hardships and always there was the con
stant watching for the Indian!'! who came plundering and 
burning as they went. No one was safe day or night. The 
settlers carried their trusted rifles with them wherever 
they went - even to church. Bro. Powers always preached 
with a gun on each side of the Bible - he believed in pre
paredness both here and in the hereafter. 

As the country became more settled, the Indians re
treated farther West and life became more peaceful and 
the men began to clear the land and plant crops, at first 
it was mostly vegetables and corn and things that they 
could eat, but gradually they began to plant corn, cotton, 
and sorghum, so that they might have what was called a 
"money crop." 

The corn was ground into meal and every man carried 
his corn to the mill on Saturday so he would have enough 
to last his family for a week. 

I think this must have been the origin of men going to 
town on Saturday afternoon - it was where they met and 
exchanged ideas and heard the news from nearby settlers. 

THE EARLY HISTORY OF AZLE, TEXAS 
By MRS. BLANCHE DAMERON SCRIMSHIRE 

Back in pioneer days when buffalo, wild turkeys, bobcats, 
wolves, panthers, and Indians roamed the hills and valleys 
in the vicinity of the now progressive and growing town 
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of Azle which is only a twenty minute drive from Fort 
Worth, Dr. Stewart came to live in this outpost of civiliza
tion. The date must have been around 1846 because my 
grandfather, John Giles Reynolds, was born in Tennessee 
in 1826 and came to Texas when he was twenty years old 
to pre-empt land on the creek named for him, and Dr. 
Stewart was living in Azle in a log house built by a Dutch
man whose name was Rumfelts. 

As more settlers came and more log homes were built, 
there grew a need for a name for the little settlement. Some 
wanted to call the group of log houses O-Bar, but this did 
not meet the approval of Dr. Stewart who seemed to be a 
leader in the community. Next the name Marysville was 
suggested because Mary was the given name of the Doctor's 
wife. This still did not suit the Doctor. His given name 
was Azle, so he told the people if they would name the 
town for him he would deed them enough land for a town
site. This he did and that is how Azle got its name. 

Dr. Stewart also gave the land just behind the Ash Creek 
Baptist Church for the cemetery, it extends to the road 
that runs through the ·center of the old part of the cemetery. 
The land just West of the road was donated by John G. 
Reynolds. 

Dave Morrison was the first person to be buried in this 
cemetery, and Mr. Gregg was the second. 

Mr. John G. Reynolds played a very important role in 
the settlement of Azle. He was the first to build a grist 
mill where people came to have their corn ground into meal 
ari'ahe also built the first cotton gin in Azle. The mill was 
very interesting, it was operated on an inclined treadwheel, 
the power was furnished by patient oxen that walked all 
day on the wheel to keep it turning. 

Now for a few pioneer families: Bagoon lived first on 
the old Joe Fowler place that we think of now as the Frank 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE AZLE POST OFFICE 
1881- 1966 

Many years ago before a Post office was established in 
Azle, the settlers had to go to Birdville after the mail. 
Once a week a man rose horseback to pick up all the mail 
for this area. And as the slogan goes, "Neither snow nor 
rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays these couriers from 
the swift completion of their appointed rounds." Often it 
was cold or rainy but how wonderful was the welcome 
awaiting this lone rider when he arrived with the mail. A 
letter from back home was very important in those days 
of such slow communications. 

There was nothing but a Fort on the Trinity river where 
the city of Fort Worth is now located. From 1866 until 
1878 the mail was b1·ought from Birdville, Texas. Later it 
was sent to Dido and the people had to go there to get their 
mail. It was very inconvenient for they had to cross the 
river and there was no bridge. Sometimes it was several 
days before the river was low enough for them to ford it 
to get to Dido, so when the river was full they were cut off 
from the rest of the world. 

These pioneer had come from Tennessee, Arkansas, 
Missouri, Kentucky and other Eastern States. The settle
ment was first called Elizabeth Town, later Mr. Moore built 
a store and it was called Mooresville. Several years later 
Mr. Joe Fowler bought the store from Mr. Moore and it 
became known as "Joe Fowler's Store". 

At that time there still was no po t office, so the people 
went to work to get a post office and finally succeeded in 
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1881. It was named O'Bar after the man who was respon
sible for getting e office established. Mr. Joe Fowler was 
appointed as the first Postmaster. 

Sometime between August, 1883 and August 1884, the 
name of the Post office was changed from O'Bar to Azle. 
It was named after Dr. Azle Stewart, the first country 
Doctor to settle in this area. Dr. Stewart told the people 
that if they would name the town for him he would donate 
enough land for a townsite, and this he did. 

Dr. Stewart was truly· an old fashioned country Doctor. 
He rode a mule over the rough country roads and trails 
where there were no roads. Today there stands a histori
cal marker at the East gate of the Azle cemetery as a me
morial to this man who gave the land for the first section 
of the cemetery. This marker was erected by the Azle 
Garden Club. 

The Azle Post Office was located in one corner of Mr. 
Joe Fowler's General Store. It remained in his store until 
1906, at which time Mr. W. N. McDonald was appointed 
Azle's second Postmaster. He built a new store just across 
the street from Mr. Fowler's store and moved the Post 
Office to the rear of his store. Mr. McDonald also owned 
the "First State Bank of Azle". It was in the rear of the 
store next to the Post Office. Painted across the top of 
the store in huge black letters were the words "McDonalds, 
The Store in the Lead". The store had a mezzanine floor 
where ladies hats, coats, and piece goods could be purchased. 

Later, when Mr. McDonald moved his grocery store to 
North Fort Worth he moved the Post Office into what is 
now "The Red Top Cafe". At that time it was simply 
known as "The Restaurant". Mr. Jim J. Nation had charge 
of the office, however, he was never appointed postmaster. 
In 1Dl4 Mr . Cora Lovell was appointed as the third Post
master of Azle, and the office was moved into the small 

11111. 
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Parker, until he married. He was married to Irene Gilley 
on December 28, 1935. Hubert and Irene have one daugh
ter Hurene who was married in 1955 to James Edward 
Mo1rrow. Hurene and Eddie had one son, James Farley 
Morrow who was killed in auto accident May 23, 1963, 
just before his second birthday. Hurene is employed at 
the Azle Community hospital and Eddie is Assistant to the 
Postmaster. Hubert Page was Dispatcher at the Azle City 
Hall until he passed away with heart attack February 5, 
1967. 

Andy Parker married Ida Dent and they had two daugh
ters, Martha and Maggie. Martha married Lewis Mc
Mahan, they had one daughter and five sons. _Maggie mar
ried R. A. Gilley, they have two sons, Barry and Tommy. 

Roy Miller Parker married Elsie Gipson, December 19, 
1923. Roy was a farmer and carpenter. Elsie was Post
master for 38 years, retiring in 1958. They have no chil
dren. They have lived all their lives in Azle. Roy was 
named after Dr. Miller of Reno, Texas. 

Miss Mattie Parker married George Pryor, they had three 
sons, Fred, Johnnie and Theron. 

* * * * * 
Mr. and Mrs. T. D. Lester moved to Azle in January of 

1954. Mrs. Lester was the former Miss Iola Biles. The 
Lesters were married in 1921 at Roanoke, Texas. It was 
here in Roanoke he opened his first drug store. They lived 
there 16 years and then moved to Bridgeport where he 
opened another drug store in 1935. From there they came 
to Azle and opened another drug store which is operated 
by H. B. Standefer who married Imogene, a daughter of 
the Lesters. 

They had one other daughter, Mrs. Fay Lester-Burt of 
Bridgeport. 

Mr. Lester was an active civic leader working for the 
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progress of Azle. He was the one who worked the hardest 
to get the Azle Community Hospital and the Funeral Home 
with its ambulance service for our community. He also 
worked to get the City incorporated. 

Mr. Lester passed away October 12, 1967. 
1· * * * * * 

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Stribling came to Azle in 1922. They 
operated the Telephone switchboard when they first moved 
here. 

In 1923 they purchased the Drug store from the J. R. 
Walker family. The Walkers had owned the drug store 
for many years, the fir_st store had burned but was rebuilt 
on the same site. 

Mrs. Stribling was the former Miss Byra Woody. Her 
old home place is near Veal Station and the house is high 
on a windy hill. Byra attended school at Springtown. Mr. 
and Mrs. Stribling have two sons, Jay Woody and Bill. 
Both graduated from Azle High School. 

In 1960 Mr. Stribling sold the drug store to Milton Tomp
kins. When the Shopping Center opened up, Mr. Tompkins 
moved to new quarters and the old Drug store is now a 
C. & W. Electronics store. 

* * * * * 
Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Nation moved to Azle from Gorman, 

Texas in 1893. They had two children that were born at 
Gorman, Jenny Nation was born in 1887 and James J. Na
tion was born in 1893. After they moved to Azle they had 
ten children, Tom, Millie, Mary, oah, Pearl, Robert (Bob) 
W., Stella, Phoebe, Marie and Fred. 

When they came to Azle they settled about a quarter of 
a mile south of Ash Creek Baptist Church on what is now 
Silvercreek Road. 

Mr. Nation was a freighter, he hauled freight from Fort 
Worth to Azle. There were no trucks in those days, so he 
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Weatherford Druggist, 95, 
To Celebrate Event Today 

., 
I 

Wr'.ATHERFORD. June !I \Spll 
t .. T. W. Reynolds of Wcather
Jnnl, who reached his 95th birth
day Thursday, will celebrate the 
"'vent Sunday with a dinner for 
his tamily and dose friends. 

l'lcynol<I, . a lifelong resident 
nf Parker rounly, was born near 
Azle. on ,June ·;. IHGI. He entered 
lhc: drug business a t"Azle iril8ii2, 
moving lo Weatherford live 

.Vl'<1t·, la ler. 1 lc was cn.i:aged in 
I he drug husine, s here until his 
rrtircrnP.nt in l~~I. 

l'l<'ynolds h,,s h<'rn ;i meinhc-r 
nf Virsl n ?. p l i s l Churcfi7n 
\\'l':tlhc:rlord ,pier l1l~P~ 

His only sllrv1v111g son .. J. S. 
Reynold, ur ,>lonahans. will he 
111 WC'ath,·d ord Sundav for the 
h1rthrl;iy dinn<'r . ;is wc·!I ;i, lhrec 
).'.r,111rl~•,11., ;1nrl < r v c II creat
c: r;inr!~1•ns. 
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MEMORIES of Bill Stribling 3 - 5 - 1990 

tt 1: "Dad, James H. Stribling, heard of a drug store 
f or sale over in Wise County at Greenwood near present 
SLIDELL, Texas: He DASHED over there, BOUGHT THE STORE, and 
loaded up the EQUIPMENT and STOCK: then BROUGHT them to his 
Azle Store. He never knew what happened to his building ~t 
Greenwood, Texas". ·6 ' J · 

516~::~::er 9 , 198B .,PJf ~ 
# 2 A car came down the street, CRASHING through our 

Plank GUARD RAIL, taring up the PLANK PORCH and on into our 
FOUR-PANED WINDOWS." Dad, J a mes H Stribling pl a nne d for- his 
FUTURE. He put in FULL- PANED WINDOWS; poured a CONCRE E 
por c h floo r and left off the Guard Rail • 

516~=:~::er 12, 19B8 (3.,tJf ,k;{~ 
tt 3 "The OLD BENCH on the Front porch was a GATHERING 

PLACE FOR MEN, when they came in off of their farms and 
ranches. They sat to chat, to chew tobacco, spin yarns, and 
take home the news of their friends." 

"I heard these OLD TIMERS TELL the n e wc ome rs how J. R. 
Walker ran t he FIRST LITTLE DRUG STOR for 12 year s , then i n 
1900, tore it down to build nice large TWr STORY orn•f-i STOR~" 

\ 

SIGNATURE __ ___________ /J4 ~ 
December 9, 1988 · - · ··:· _,J 

ff 4 "My brother was serving as THIRD MAYOR, of our 
THREE YEAR OLD City of Az le; INCORPORATED on April 13, 1957. 
His JOB OFFER came soon after he SNIPPED the RIBBON of $20.00 
bill s on January 7, 1961 opening the AZLE STATE BANK." 

"He has been serving eve r since a s : Director of 
INDIAN HOUS I NG for Arizona. He lives at 3014 North 15th 
Drive, Pho nix, Arizona 8 :=i01 5 ." 

SIGNATURE _____ _ _ 
February 8, 1989 

# 5 "Mom & Dad, James and Byra Stribling travelled some 
in ·he l a te 1960 ' s and early in 1970's Mom was horn in 1900 
a nd Dad was born in 1889" Picture 

SIGNATURE _ _____ ______ _ 
November 12, 1989 
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Counf7 o! 

THAT 'lie , J. R. ·./11ll:1, r l'nd \':He , Ic! ·• ·,foll:,;r , 
of the CountT ot ••~ r i·, 11 t , State of ·;,. X •• n , for &Dd In conalderatlon o( 
the 111111 of ':wen:::: f 1 \'P. and no/100 DOLLARS, 
to us .:laaNII paid b7 .J, Ple_r~ 110 fol l o:·:r. : '.:n;h ~n llr :1<! nn1•1 , t ,, .. i••·ce '. n t wi1 r, r , o f 
lo her~ by :ic,.nowledi;ed; h 1we r:rAntod, r.ol <l or.d c onv'l:re <i , r ,1rt hy t i: ene nrl!~ento r', o r-r nn ';, 
oell ond convey, unto t :10 oold ,·. L. !'l,;rce1 .-- r t :1 1, County of Tn r:--11nt, s:: ~to _f TP. :r.nn, r- 11 
thot cer:: e in lot, trtlct nn~I oLlDJ:)d ol tur tP.d 1n t h"l to11n of Azle, "." r, rrl.' nt County, 
Te,tas, and deircrlbed no to11 -,1·1s : Be1n~ 21'?eet ron~ c.nd 60 feet back out or t he Yleot side 
ot lot ?lo. 2 ln Block No. 2, i'.no1vn r.o t!ie J. R. 'RcJ,.lu:r. ot no shown by the :nllp or nlnt or 
on1d torin & recorded1r1 lhorecordo of ':' or1-:;;;i County, Toxnn . 

\ 

. · TO RA VE AND TO HOLD, the above described premleea, \c!a-•ther w!th •II and alna-ular, the rlailta and appurlenancea thereto 
lnanywiMbelonalna,untotbeuld J. L. Pl 1: rce o.nd .110 

heln &Dd asalirna, forever. And 1'1e do hereby h1n<l r,urcel veo & our hl!1rs, e:r.ecutoro 
Md ad!ll1n1str~toro 

toW.ARRANT AND FOREVER DEFEND, all and oinlfUlar, the aald premlaea unto the uld J. L. Pi&rca "nd h 1 o 
heira and uslirna, aa-alnat every peraon whomsoever 

lawfull7 clalmlna' or to claim the aame, or any part thereof. 

WITNESS our hand e, at Azle, T~ x~ o thl■ 2 2 day of July A. D. 19 30• 
Wltneu at requeat of Grantor: 

THE STATE OF TEXAS, 

County ot 

•• tld, d.at Jl'0""'.,.117 •ppund 

1 
I 

BEFORE ME, 

known lo n•• 

1ubKrlNd to the fon-rolnr l_n1tn:1 mcnt, a11id •~knowl.cil'td torn• that 

eo·n11dtrat\on thtN1n erpr.ued.. 

Olnt1 u:ndu m1 han4 and "•I ol ollk e thla 

LIi. 

J. H . ·::AuC::l. 
IDA .,./AL KER 

ln and for 

day ot 

Coun ty. Tu.as. 

•xttuttd th• H .m• ro-r tht purposu and 

A. D. 19 

of THE STATE OF TEXAS, 

To.rrMt 
) 
' \ 

IIEFORE ME, J . F. 801·::,u · n ,r Jun t l c ,./ t!lfl p .,:-· ce, rnd ::x-0ft'ic1o, 
County o! 

Not l'i r y Pu bl 1 c ta and for :' ,, 1' rr, n t County, Tw-xu, 

oa&hilda7pcraonal17app e■ rod J . R. ·.·/olk&l .. , n lld ldu ~'lti l J-:: ~r, ::1c wi fr:> bo 1; ?~ !,;. n o·::!1 .. - ' t f:.' to b 1:: :,: : ~ ....,,-: rnf!!~e 
\·:hose no.r.1en , .... r 1: nubncr1b t:r\ t o n ~ forero!nr· 1 .atr•:.1· .1 •·?1 t , : n •~ . c~: 1\1)' •:!,...r;:-r: ~ ;: -, 1:u: t :~rr t t hP:: 
ec..c.~ t:1:<ecu ted th e 0 : 1::1:0 for t l~ ~ r,u r!")o '-:r, :, f•?~d c o 1~nltlr..:1" · t\ ") :) t ,. r , -~:~ 1 ·:-:rn~1 -;i ri: itl , : n ,1 t? : 1-• ~P!fl 

Ido Walker, 1•.-J.fe or t :1<: ~nld J , n. '.'/ ti b:\', - ---
havlnsr ~•n u1mtnod by m4 prlvtly and apart Crom her hu 1bt1nd, and h11.~·ln s: lhu u mo llr a:full)' explaln co he r , 1he, lh ti Hid 

I ·" , '.'i r1 l :tt-: l ' u knowl~dlZ'Ni auc-h ln1t rumenl to be: her IC' l knd de-c4, a nd ahe 

declared tha t aho h&d ..... u n ns:ly ■ 11:"n~ the u mfl for tho pUl"fl0 U1 a nd eon1iderallon t hn1ttin cx~re111f'J, and that 1he d id l'lQl \lli' h,h lo re- tract ll . 

Glytn µpdn rny hand and ~ul ot ortl.- c- lhlA ,., .... , d•1 ot J ,:.l.:{ . A.__D. 14 ..30. 
\ LS J J. F. 9rw:::i: n, .,.Tt111t ir. J,• '5 "'!' : . ---! -~~ r• "" r~:~-:::C·~~-~Ci '1 : ."" :: .. ?·; ... r · 1r;tt"c 

L. s. 1n ~ r o r :'l'l' :"'r· ~ ') •1·.u: t:, I ~ - Y. f• fl I 

Filed for record the 25 day of 
the 30 day of ~: r l 'C l 

#71600 

!.:, rel 
• 19 3~. at 

================= 
M., nnd recorded 

Cou nty Clerk. 

Deputy Clerk. 

I 
j 
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V6 L li+,I 
! pp 13q,,"o 1 D A v/ Ab_ ,<" E ~ 

OE Eo to 
,J ,f.1, STRl1aLIIV~ 

Het..ts~ ti lot ~ J BLOCk .l. 

DEED RECO RD VOLUME 1478 130 

::__::. ~-w· t. (, i 

Tt.:' · STATE 01: TEXAS 

TAHRANT l 
MR3. IDA '1/ALK!R 

COUNTY 01' 

TO .... - -·-•--:-- ,_ 
J . 11,S'fflIBLINO 

Know All Men By These Pusi:rlls: 

THAT I, MRS. IDA ';,'ALK~, IndividuQlly Md 011 indop,,ndon•. executrix of tho estato of J .R. 
Walker , deoeased, or the City or Azle , 

xi:UJm:County ot Tarrant l'uito ot TOXQB , In conaldora llon of 

S1x Hundred ($000 . 00) 

aecured to be paid by J. H, STRIBL:DIO ~ -
DOLIJJIS, to me """"'7lti' I 

, aa follow■: 

Ono vendor's lien note in the sum of $000.00 , dQtod April 8, 11135, drawi ng 1ntorest at the 

rate ot: a,; per annum, i nterest peyable monthly as it acoruos, The prinolpol or said note 

being payable in mont hly i nsta llments or i2().00 ~soh, first payment due and ~oyablo May 6, 

1935 , and a like amount on tho 6th day or each a~ooeodlng month until t he entire amount is 

pa id . Said note containing the ueuol 1~ attorney ' s fees olauae. 

have Grante d , Sold and Convoyed , end by thooo presents do Grant, Soll and Convoy, unto tho 

said J. H. Stri~ling, or tho City or Azle, Cou.otv or Tarrant, and State ot: Te:us, tho following 

dosoribod real estate, to- wit: Ono House end L1;>_t _in __ the Villa~o or Azle, end known as Lot No.; 

2 , in Dlook No. 2, __ boing that reel estate descri.io<l in Book_l 28.L.pago _413, Deed Records or 

Tarrant County, Texas. 

It is 4Pd.OJ;,!1_1Qlld that grontor does not ,....n or convoy hereby tho upper etory or the 

house on said premises, and thie oonveyanoo ia subject t o the rights and interests or the 

Woodmen or the World in said building, Grantee isosWDes all taxea, 

I 

TO HAVE Atl lJ TO HOLD. lilc nbovc dc..:ri~,·il prcml•c•. toiclhcr wllh ull and aln~ul.ar, tho rlohh o n,I """"·• - -· - ··- " 

:.,. ........ 1.- 1..-t-- -• l -- ·· - •- •'•- - -1,1 .T _ ll C'T"'t)Tn • ¥••-



' 141 DEED RECORD VOLUME 1478 

WITNESS my h&nd DttX 

Slilled and Delivered In Preaence of 

$1,00 U. S, I. n. S. CANCELLED, 

40¢ S, R. S. CANCELLED, 

THE STATE OF TEXAS/ 
County of TARRANT \ 

lhla ll dllyof April A. D. 1935. 

llRS, IDA WALKER 

Notary Publ1o, 
DEFORE ME, the undaraigned euthority , a / 

In and for Tarrant County, Texa•, on thl• day pcrsonnlly appeared MRS, IDA WALKER, 1nd1 v id u-
ally and 88 1roependant executrix or the XDIIXJ[ill:Bx estate or J,R,Welkar,deceasod,known tome 

to be the peroon whose name 111 aubscrlbctl to lho fore11 oin11 lnelrumcnt, nnd ncknowl0d11ed to mu that she . 
executed lho same for tho purpose, Md consideration therein expressed. . j ; 

GIVE!'l under my hand and seal of of!lce, thla 

(L,S,) 

THE STATE OF TEXAS { 
County of I 

11th 
I 

day o! April 

W. T , GIPSON, Notary Public, 

in and r or T11rrant County, Texas. 

i 
BEFORE ME, 

In and for County, Texas, on th la day personally appeared 

wife of , known to me to be the pe~on whose nnme 
aubecrlbcd to the foregoln11 lnslrumont and 

having been cum!ne<l by me privily nnd npart from her husband, nnd having 
the anmo folly ox))lnincd lo her, ,he the an ld ncknowlcdR:ed 
ouch lnet rument to be her net and deed and eho declared that 1ho hlld willingly sl11ned lhc anmo tor lho purposes and conalderatlon 
therein uprcsoed, and thot 1ho did not wish to retract It. 

GIVEN under my hand and acal ot office, this day of A. D. 19 

' 
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EARLY CITY OF AZLE 
Tl 

This is the earliest piece of History that I 
could find about Azle. In 1856, there was an 
article in the Telegram that to me was very 
interesting. I had heard the name Rumfeldt, 
but never knew how he fitted in with Azle 
History. This is the story. 

In 1856, a German by the name of Rum
feldt purchased from the State the land on 
which Azle, formerly known as O-Bar now 
stands. Meredith Fowler, father of Mrs. W.H. 
Rowland whose address was at that time 1920 
Henderson Street, Fort Worth, Texas bought 
a farm adjoining the Remfeldt place in an 
early day. Dr. James Azle Steward, for whom 
Azle was named married one of Mr. Fowler's 
daughters and purchased the Rumfledt farm. 

The Doctor rode horseback, or rather mule 
back - for it was a mule he rode instead of a 
horse - and he did all the practice of the 
country Doctor, a far as Decatur. He gave 
the land for different places of business, 
schools, and Churches and was a great 
benefactor of that town. 

The first store, 12 by 14 feet in size was 
built on land donated by Dr. Steward and 
stocked with goods of a mercantile mind who 
in a short time sold out to Henry Miller and 
Dan Woods. Later Fowler bought the store 
and ran it for more than thirty years. 

Near the Parker County line stands one of 
the oldest houses in this part of the country. 
It was built by John Reynolds in 1845. The 
lumber was hauled overland by ox teams 
from Houston. It was built old style with a 
native hand hewn rock chimney at each end 
and a wide central hall. 

Exerpt from R.M. Rowland's letter con
cerning Dr. Azle Steward: Dr. James Azle 
Steward married Mary Fowler at Prairie 
Point (Near where Rhome is today) on May 
17, 1860. He hod come to the Azle community 

James Azle Steward, Azle's early benefactor who 
gave the land and name lo Azle. 

2 

about two years before. I believe he wa born 
in Tenn, but I cannot give the date or place 
of his birth. He was about ten years older than 
his wife. 

Dr. Steward is said to be the first Mason 
who came to that neighborhood and we are 
sure that he was a Charter member of the 
Masonic Lodge of Azle. 

JOHN GILES 
REYNOLD HOUSE 

T2 

The family of John Giles Reynolds moved 
to Texas from Tennessee in the 1840's. He 
preempted railroad land along a creek that 
is only 3 miles long, is fed by springs, and 
never has been known to be dry. It is known 
as Reynolds Branch. His first home was built 
on the creek to have water. 

After he had proven this land he preemp
ted an additional grant .. ln order to prove this 
part he had to make improvements. He did 
not want to live in a log house - he wanted 
a plank house. Since there were no railroads 
near, he had to haul the lumber. Several 
others in this general area also wanted 
lumber, one of which was Mr. Moody. They 
organized an oxen caravan to go to a lumber 
mill near Galveston. There was no records 
but it would be interesting to know how long 
it took for this trip. What a lot to go through 
for a plank house. 

The house was completed the early 1860's. 
An abstract I did have gave the date of the 
grant after the land had been proven as 1864, 
if my memory is good. The house was built 
with two rooms and a hall downstairs and the 
same upstairs with fireplaces at either end of 
the house. There were porches both upstairs 
and down acfoss the front of the house. At the 
back there was a large kitchen with a porch 
the length of the room. 

In 1930 the top story of the house was 
removed and remodeled to be under one roof. 
The original lumber was used in this con
struction. The only part of the house that has 
not been changed is one bedroom. This room 
is sealed with random width boards and the 
fireplace is still in use. The nails used in the 
original construction were square nails made 
in his own blacksmith shop. The square nails 
are clearly visible in the bedroom as well as 
the front porch. 

About 5 years ago I did some remodeling 
and moved a partition. I found I had moved 
a wall of the original house. The boards were 
almost impossible to saw and the nails were 
the square nails. 

In this house my grandmother came as a 
bride after the death of her first husband and 
the death of my grandfathers first wife. Both 
she and my grandfather died in the house. 
They had 6 children that were born there. My 
mother and father, R M (Short) and Josie 
Reynolds, spent their honeymoon in my 
living room. So far 6 generations have lived 
here. One article of furniture that was in the 
house and is almost as old, is the rocker that 
is now in the museum. 

---•----~--••---

CITY GOVERNMEN' 

The city of Azle is goverm!d by a 
Council of seven members which meets 1 

first and third Tuesday of the month in 
Hall . Prior to 1969 the city was ruled 
General Law city in the state of Texas 
a mayor and city council. Following app 
by the voters after the population re ' 
5,000, the city became a home rule city 
more choice concerning its own city go 
ment. A city administrator or city ma 
could be hired by the council. The firs 
administrator was Roger Lockridge 
served from 1969 to 1970. City mar 
following that include James Brawley, 
1976; Cecil Forrester, 1976-1979; Paul 
then, 1979-1982; Dion Miller, 1982-I9e 
Harry Dulin 1984 to present. 

Previous mayors in the early yea rs i, 
Dan Ja rvis and J . Woody Stribling, b 
city has no record of the years they s 
In recent times the -most time a may, 
been served by Rone. He se rved 1961 
1971 to 1979 and from 1983 to presen 
Harper served 1969 to 1971, James Br 
1979 to 1981 and Arlen Wheeler, 1981 t, 

Other city employees in 1986 i 
Shirley Bradley, assistant city mai 
Kim Shelton, city secretary; Florene 
dell, assistant city secretary; Sue 
zoning administrator; Cliff Schaefer, 
ing inspector; Ida Green, court cler 
Stokes, public works director; Rita I 
billing supervisor; Janet Turner anc 
Row, billing clerks; A.R. Mason and 
Ramon, maintenance department; 
Martin, park department; and Brenda 
Pat Luther and Mary Martin, library , 
ment. 

In the police department are: Chif 
ard Wilhelm, Robert Nunnery, Verno 
ard Harry Hershberger, Bruce La, 
Leon Stokes, Norman Ott, Maurice 
son, John Lyons, Richard Toy, Ter 
wick, Randall Hallenbeck, Lee Jon• 
mond Anderson, and Dallas Cochra1 

Police dispatchers include James Fl 
Cassie Bartlett, Ann Lockhart, Dia: 
der, and Elaine Smith. 

In the street department are Doya 
Doyle Elliott, Tommy Crutcher, R 
Wells, and Ray Morris. 

Emergency services employees a, 
Cooper, Pat Burnett, and Bob Fowlf 
sanitation department are Bill Dole, 
Wise, Gerald Rowden, Tim Cham 
Robert McCormick. 

In the Water department are Bill: 
son, E.C. O'Bannon, Kenneth Phel 
Row, Richard Freeman and Boby L 
In the Sewer department are J .F 
Dean Merrill and David Meisenhei 

City Council Members: Persons v 
on the City Council are civic minde, 
who give of their time to plan and d 
government. Currently these inclu< 
C.Y. Rone, and Councilman C.tv 
Councilwoman Iona Reed, Counciln 
ie Carpenter, Councilman Maurice 
Councilwoman Marsha Hardin, and 
man BilJ Kloster. 

City Attorney is Kenneth Price. 
Volunteers: Azle Fire Departme 

teers include Tommy Bell, Bill Mil 
Shearer, Jimmy Rhoades, Richard 
BilJ Felts, Dan Lockhart, Fred 



H;s tc,·y cf Azle Coiiiiiii..mity, Texas p . 8 

Caption states that a library was in the corner of the 
drug store and that Mrs. Stribling (above) served as 
the second librarian. 
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ded to expand the business. The 
was sold to Mr. Jim Dalton and the 
ils moved across t.he street into a new 
building of concrete tile. Azle was 
1g to grow and the two brothers 
o se rve I he community to the best 
1bilities. This was Azle's first super-

,us iness increased and soon more 
as required, so they bought the 
~property . In 1952, a modern Drive
iry was built and named "Pak
ln 1957, it was decided to enlarge 
Bag" and consolidate both grocery 
After its completion the original 

was completely remodeled and a 
ent store and ready to wear store was 
Another first for Azle. 

1Lember, 1964, the brothers sold the 
1ent store; after remodeling, Septem
.964 saw the opening of "Trammell's 
Restaurant". In July, 1965, the old 
1" Service Station was acquired and 
ck Bryant Gallery of Western Art" 
ned . It joined the restaurant. 
a great deal of "soul searching" the 

1 was made to close the grocery store. 
ve remodeling was started and in 
ber, 1977 "'l'rammell 's Flying T Gal
is opened. It has been quite a tourist 
on for the a rea. Some 100 guests from 
?ign countries were given a "taste of 
ms hospitality" at a special reception 
mer. 
(appenberg of Germany perhaps best 
d up the appreciation of the foreign 
with his quote which he left in the 

guest book; "the World is full of wonders, if 
you've got the eyes to see them. I have seen 
one today." 

by Audrey Trammell 

AZLE POST OFFICE 
B9 

When the first settlers came to this outpost 
of civilization, their primary concern was for 
a place to live and food for the family. After 
building their log cabins up and down the 
creeks to be near the water, they soon realized 
that they had broken all contact with the 
folks back home - so far away now. 

They made inquiry and learned that there 
was a Settlement at Birdville that received 
mail from the outside world and that they 
could send mail back to their loved ones that 
they had left behind. Birdville was the 
County Seat of Tarrant County at that time. 
Fort Worth became the County Seat in 1860. 
For about three years the people of Azle got 
their mail from Dido, but this was not very 
satisfactory as there was no bridge over the 
river and when it rained the river got up and 
they had to wait days for the water to go down 
sometimes before they could get across the 
river to get their mail. 

The people decided they needed a Post 
Office and went to work to see what could be 
done. They were successful and September 5, 
1881 the first Post Office was established for 
this area. It was named O-Bar. The name was 
changed to Azle after Dr. Azle Stewart, the 
first pioneer Doctor in this area. He told the 
people if they would name the Post Office 
after him he would deed them enough land 
for a townsite, this he did and it became Azle. 
The only Post Office by that name in the 
USA. The first Postmaster was Mr. Joe 
Fowler, who owned the only store in Azle. It 
was located in one corner of his store. It 
remained there until 1910. A man rode 
horseback to Fort Worth .to pick up the mail 
until 1904, then the mail route was contract
ed. Mr. Huffmaster was the first Star route 
carrier. He made the trip to Fort Worth and 
back in one day, giving the people day service. 
He drove a team of horses to the mail hack 
(as it was called), it was a two seated vehicle 
and he carried passengers, fifty cents for a 
round trip to Fort Worth. Mr. W.B. Crawford 
was the next carrier, he carried the mail for 
the next four years. Mr. R.W. Hewett was the 
next carrier and he was the first to carry the 
mail in a car. This was a great day for 
passengers, they could ride to town and spend 
three hours shopping and return home the 
same day. Mr. Tom Nations carried the mail 
last year of Mr. Hewett's yearly contract. The 
next man was J.W. (Bill) Smith, a nephew of 
John Peter Smith, for whom the hospital by 
that name in Fort Worth was named. Mr. 
Will carried the mail for 20 years. 

Rural Free delivery was begun in 1904. Mr. 
J.A. Ross was the Rural Carrier. Mr. R.W. 
Hiett succeeded Mr. Ross, and Byrne C. 
Moody followed Mr. Hiett as rural carrier. 

Mr. W.N. McDonald was Azle's second 
Postmaster. Mrs . Cora Lovell was the third 
Postmaster, followed by Miss Mamie Gipson, 
who was Azle 's fourth Postmaster. She 
resigned in 1920 to get married. She married 
Carl McCurdy and moved to Idalou in West 
Texas. Her sister, Elsie Gipson was appoint-

ed Postmaster April 30, 1920. She received 
the letter dated May 1 advising her that she 
had been appointed as Azle's fifth postmast
er. She married Roy M. Parker Dec. 19, 1923. 
Miss Elsie served for 38 years, serving under 
seven Presidents, these were: Woodrow Wil 
son, Warren G. Harding, Calvin Coolidge, 
Herbert Hoover, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
Harry ~- Truman, and Dwight D. Eisenhow
er. 

Miss Elsie had the first Library in Azle. 
Not long after she became Postmaster, Miss 
Minnie Peace, Mrs. Tombes and Mrs. Schub
er from the Fort Worth Library asked her to 
put the library in the Post Office and they 
would supply the books from the Fort Worth 
Library. She kept the Library for about 20 
years but had to give it up when the Post 
office advanced to a Third Class office, 1941. 

Since Miss Elsie became Postmaster in 
1920, many changes made in the world. The 
Stock Market crash in 1929, many people in 
Azle lost their life savings. When Mr. Roose
velt became President, in 19:13 he closed the 
banks, and had the cattle killed and took 
drastic measures to restore the prosperity of 
the nation. 

The Azle Post Office advanced to Third 
Class July 1, 1941. Miss Elsie was allowed one 
clerk. Her sister, Beatrice Carter was hired . 
This was a year that will never be forgotten 
- The shock of the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
and all the boys marching off to war. In 1945, 
our beloved President, Franklin D. Roosevelt 
died with a heart attack. 

The Post Office was selling Savings Bonds, 
Saving Stamps and War Bonds. The Depart
ment must have realized that. things had to 
change, for they removed that scratchy old 
post office pen and replaced it with the ball 
point pen. This took place in 1950. In 1952, 
the old American tradition of a penny post 
card vanished. 

On July 1, 1953, the Azle Post Office 
advanced to a Second Class office. Three 
more clerks were added, Lucille Young, 
Laura Holmes, and Gene Yauger. More space 
was needed so in 1953 the little white building 
that had housed the Office since 1916, was 
moved and a new building built by Mr. Roy 
Parker, had much more room and the 
Government put in new post office boxes and 
furnished new desks. 

Margie Looper became substitute carrier 
March 18,1954, in 1957 she became tempo
rary distribution clerk. On May 9, 1962, 
Margie went career, and May 7, 1966, she was 
promoted to a regular clerk, she now has 
worked about 30 years and still greets 
everyone with a smile. 

When Mrs. Parker decided to retire in 
1958, she had seen the town grow from 250 
people to about 8000 population. 

Mr. C.W. Sanford was appointed acting 
Post Master to succeed Mrs. Parker. He was 
succeeded by Mr. Steve Ellis. In November 
1958, seventeen people signed to take the 
examination for the Azle Post Office. The 
examination was given January 10, 1959. 

Mrs. Anna Cutshall was commissioned as 
Post Master in 1961. She was Azle's sixth 
Postmaster. The office advanced to First 
Class July 1, 1970. A new Postoffice was built 
and they moved into it February 1, 1971. The 
new Postoffice was dedicated July 1, 1971. 
Mr. Elden Ary from the Regional office in 
Dallas greeted the guests. Special guests were 
two former Postmasters, Mamie Gipson 
McCurdy and Elsie Gipson Parker. Also 
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Another unusual job they had was working 
three days and two nights straight of continu
ous pouring of concrete when they rebuilt the 
Saginaw Grain Elevator after it had explo
ded . It consisted of about 1800 yards of 
concrete. His plant capacity was 100 yards an 
hour. 

When weather was bad and the tempera
ture was so low that concrete might freeze (28 
degrees or less), Womack generally had some 
work to do inside on houses he was construc
ting on the side as an investment. He build 
six duplexes through the years. 

On January 1, 1982 he sold out and retired. 

by Dee Womack 

CLYDE ROCHELLE 
GROCERY 

B24 

This grocery store operated in Azle from 
1954 until 1962. Clyde and Marguerite 

Clyde Rochelle Grocery Building 

Rochelle bought the land and built the white 
frame grocery in 1954 before moving to Azle 
from Glen Garden that same year. 

They took down a barbed wire fence and 
cleared off the com stalks to build the 
building. At th.s.t tim., u:..; .:.cly tJlta p-=---.~
tilore in Ai.le v.itrt Trr.rnmtff~ Pai.-!,.-Bag 
and a not her small store on Main Street. The 
official address of the Clyde Rochelle Grocery 
was on Highway 199 East. 

The building was 70 feet wide and 30 feet 
deep. They handled a complete supply of 
vegetables, meat, feed, etc. The population of 
Azle was well under 5,000 at that time. 

The store was open seven days a week for 
two years and then six days a week after that. 
They employed about five full time persons 
besides themselves. 

One problem that surfaced was a burglary 
that occurred a week after they opened up. 
That was one reason why they decided to 
move to Azle and built an apartment behind 
the store. 

The Rochelles enjoyed a busy business and 
made a lot of wonderful friends. They knew 
most of the people in Azle. 

A desire to get back into the real estate 
business and leave such a confining grocery 
business led to sell the grocery in 1962. 

by Clyde Rochelle 

--...... •~-~--·•---

CLYDE ROCHELLE 
REAL ESTATE 

B25 

Marguerite Rochelle and daughter Elizabeth (Mrs. 
Dee Womack) in front of Clyde Rochelle Real 
Estate Office. 

Clyde and Marguerite Rochelle began their 
real estate business in Azle in 1962 after they 
moved in a little five room frame house for 
an office from the Poly area to Azle. They 
placed it at 1104 Southeast Parkway and 
resumed a business they had pursued earlier 
in Fort Worth. 

They had not engaged in the real estate 
business for an 8 year period from 1954 to 
1962 in Azle while they ran a grocery store. 

The Rochelles enjoy the real estate busi
ness and worked very hard at it through the 
years. They sold farms, and even did a lot of 
cutting up of farm land in smaller acreages 
to sell. Clyde started out on a farm and is a 
farmer at heart. He loves the land. 

They also sold residential property and 
commercial. They bought some tracts, cut
~ U · 1\-c:;- . · ~&=Jc....~~ tl:..:iz . ... 
n te. 

They have been in the real estate business 
in Azle for 24 years. They have slowed down 
a bit and op1:rate out of their house now, but 
they still handle some properties. 

The way prices have changed in the 24 
years they have been in business, they wonder 
how young people can buy a house. Payments 
which once were under $100 per month now 
have gone to $800 to $1000 or more. 

by Clyde Rochelle 

STRIBLING DRUG 
STORE 

B26 

Unless you have lived in Azle for the past 
50 years, you may be unaware of the history 
behind some of the buildings still standing on 
Main Street. As in many small towns across 
the nation, the drugstore served as a gath
ering place for friends and the unofficial news 
source of the community. 

In Azle, this landmark was the old Stribling 

Stribling Old Drug Store 

Drug Store. Looking to your left traveling 
west on Main, one can still ee the building, 
now occupied by C& \V Electronics. 

Azle's first drug store was operated by Wig 
Reynolds. It opened in 1879. J .W. Walker 
constructed the building in 1900 which 
Stribling Drug was later to occupy. The 
Walker family operated the drug store for 40 
years. In 1906, however, Walker sold the 
upper story of his new building to Woodmen 
of the World Lodge for $100. 

J.H. Stribling and his wife, Byra Woody 
Stribling came to Azle on September 1, 1932 
and purchased the drugstore from Walker. 
Stribling had been working for Renfro Drug 
in Fort Worth when he heard of the Azle store 
being up for sale. 

The Striblings emharked on this new 
career when Azle was a small family town. 
They both worked in the drug store and kept 
it open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. to take care of 
customers coming in later. Just about every
one in the community farmed or ran a dairy 
and could not come to town until late. 

Getting started in a new place of business 
was quite an undert king . and so to help ut 
~- .-.~:.L~.: ~ --s. ~ ·.:·_·: - : --- ·~~ ~ :•~+: -~ 
~ Ulf: U:ltpnu:.r ;;.,1," l>~•hl".:l. T t i:' )vu 

paid $o0 per month. The telephone company 
furnished a house for them to live in which 
had a garden spot behind it. 

Two years later Mrs. Stribling left the 
telephone job and went to work full time at 
the drug store. Lila Rowden took over the 
switchboard operation. The little white house 
where the telephone switchboard was housed 
still stands on Stewart Street. 

In the 30 years that Stribling ran the drug 
store, it definitely was the hub of Azle. 
Counting the earlier owners, it. was the focul 
point of Azle for 82 years. 

After Stribling bought the store, they 
installed a Delco system of electricity and had 
the first lights in Azle. Byra Stribling recalled 
their first years in Azle when they were living 
in the house on Main Street now housing the 
Chamber of Commerce. "Moving way out 
from Fort Worth, living in a house with no 
bathroom or modern conveniences at all, and 
with a small baby to care for, I thought it was 
just awful," she once said. 

During the years when the town drug store 
was at its busiest, it housed a doctor's office, 
a branch of the library, and the Bowen Bus 
branch station. The Azle Civic League met 
there; it was used as a town hall, and a garden 
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club and lodge also met there. 
The store also was used to hold elections. 

A courtroom for Precinct 4 was housed in the 
room upstairs. T ip Couch served as consta
ble, and Arthur Carter was la ke officer. 

Mrs. Stribling remembered some heated 
cases held in Judge Bowman's court. "At a 
political discussion upstairs one time there 
was a man stabbed to death, so the story 
goes," she said. 

During the depression the store was used 
for a welfare station where commodities were 
distributed to people on welfare. The old 
bench out front served as a meeting place for 
old timers to chew tobacco and spin yarns. 

"Stories they would tell would almost 
compare to the present day soap operas," 
Mrs. Stribling remembered. 

The Stribling's stock and store fixtures 
were sold to Milton Tompkins in 1963. The 
Tompkins operated a drug store in the 
building on Main for some time before 
moving to the shopping center where Mit
chell 's is presently located. Revco later 
bought out Tompkins. 

J. H. Stribling died after a long illness in 
1974, and the huilding on Main Street was 
sold to PRul Worthen and Frank Couch where 
C&W Electronics has been ever since. The 
Rebekah Lodge meets upstairs now. 

by the Azle News 

ETTA'S BEAUTY 
SHOP 

B27 

Etta Daniel Matlock grew up in Azle as IT 
grew, t herefore she knows many of the Azle 
people from years gone by. As Azle has grown, 
so has her shop grown. Aft.er Beauty School, 
she located her shop in June 1969 with three 
chairs at 411 NW Parkway. Her operators 
were Debbie Paschal and Barbara Ferrell. 

S ince her business was growing, she needed 
four chairs and a better location, t herefore in 
1976, she moved her shop to 509 W Main. 

Now, ten years later in 1986, her father, 
W.R. Daniel and brothers are building anoth
er shop three buildings west of her present 
shop. Her sisters wilt help her set up the shop. 
This one will have six chairs and a Beauty 
Supply Outlet as an extra feature. 

At this time, she has five operators, 
including herself and sister, Charlene. Char
lene has worked with her since 1973. 

There are times, when they are unable to 
take new appoint ments because t hey are 
ALL booked. 

by Etta Daniel Matlock 

HOLMES COIN-O-MAT 
B28 

Marnhall Holmes first opened his coin 
laundry on May I , l!)(i I. 

He said he took an informal survey in 
regard to what kind of laundry equipment the 
people would like to have. They suggested 
Maytag, so t hat was t he kind of equipment 
he bought. He has 30 Maytag washers and 15 
dryers. 

94 

Marshall Holmes Coin-O-Mat home of the Azle 
Opry. 

Marshall Holmes with his favorite instrument. 

Located a block off Main Street on Sout h 
Stewart, the Coin-O-Mat has received a great 
deal of attention in the past four or five years 
as the location every Friday night of the Azle 
Opry. People gather to play guitars, fiddles, 
and other instruments and to sing for a crowd 
which sometimes totals 150. The Opry has 
been featured on PM Magazine. All three 
major TV networks have carried stories. 
Holmes even received a letter from a lady in 
Great Britain who heard a bout his laundry 
and opry. 

Marshall Holmes and his wife Vonnie keep 
the la undromat open every day from 6 a.m. 
to midnight. 

by Vonnie Holmes 

BRYANT ART 
FOUNDRY 

B29 

The Bryant Art Foundry was started by 
Dutch Bryant in 1976 at Centerpoint in Azle, 
Texas. It closed in 1978 due to the sudden 
death of Mr. Bryant. Later that Mme year his 
brothers, J ack and Paul Bryant decided to 
give it another try, moving the location to 
Reno, Texas just a short distance from the 
original site. 

J ack Bryant was more or less a silent 
partner, and later gave his part to his son, 

Casting in the Bryant Art Found ry 

J ack Jr., who later sold out to the foundry. 
From the beginning decisions and manage

ment were left up to Paul Bryant, a nd he is 
still running the foundry today. Paul learned 
the business from Metz Castleberry of Agness 
in 1974 and later helped him move his 
found ry to Weatherford. Paul, being an a rtist 
himself, the foundry work has become anoth
er way of showing his artistic a bility. And to 
add to a number of things he has accomplish
ed, he also owns t he Paul's Wood Shop, 
located next to the foundry for convenience, 
since he does all the wooden bases for all the 
bronzes t hat are cast at the foundry, as well 
as for many other foundries in and around 
Texas and other artists. 

The Bryant Art Foundry has cast several 
¾ scale models one of which can be seen at 
Oak Lawn Downs in Arkansas, also 2 life size 
bronzes, one being the famous bucking horse 
"Midnight" sculpted by Jack Bryant and is 
standing in front of the Amon G. Carter J r. 
exhibit building in Fort Worth, T exas. 

The Bryant Art Foundry has cast bronzes 
for a number of great Artists such as, Jack 
Bryant of Weatherford, Lisa Perry of 
S pringtown, Anita Burgtorf Pawels of Africa, 
Donna Dobberfuhl of San Antonio, Texas as 
well as many more. They have done repairs 
on a number of bronzes for individuals, one 
in particular a famous Remington. 'l'he 
Bryant Art Foundry serves the casting needs 
of artist and art owners all over the country, 
from California to Florida, from New York to 
Texas, and even as far as Europe. 

The Bryant Art Foundry has surely made 
a name for itself and Azle in the Art world and 
is a highly respected business that the whole 
Bryant family can be proud of. 

Written by Debbie Gaston for the Bryant 
Art Foundry who used to be employed by the 
found ry. 

by Debbie GnRlon 
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l(l•:.1 1) 1Ju,1:,; c ,o ,ca (j) I 1u :.1 LJ I I' 
lJl yl l Jly llllyl [)Iv ·o O O IJly l lJ [yl D1 ,·1lll yl Ol y1· = :: r~ Pij !M / 'I ll• I', ;5 P'A F:1 i ll :'l t 'I "- -; 

f;;□ 1 3017 30,2 VJ l·. • Da ll-;_ , ~ Tc,as . ••• J., 1 ffl□ 5 ~0 ill□ l 3il '8 Y. ~ ~ 
? 30 ~~t~,;!_f~ !:' Fort Worth . .. . •• l;: !_! iOl'!._"0 ij JO 3 ?!J,7 3') .:lf 
8 40,2 40 8 4a 3 OJ Lv•Fo r l Wo <lh .• . ..•• .!.r 1:1 16 4 05 8 22 3 !~ 6 52,'j' "-
9 07 3 07 '.) 12 3 ·,.'1 Lake Wo rth. . ... ... 1%2"3 42 8 02 2 OJ t 1-l 
9 17 j3 17 ~ 2213 36 • A, lr• . . .. . ... .. .... l!'J12'l3 3217 52 2 ; 6 :: 
f •. f . f. .. f •. • 11td w11y.. . .. .. .. . . f. .. r . .. f. .If.. ~ 
9 30 3 30 ~ :;;,13 ~7 •:-:p,;,,. ,O\\ "· · ····· J~1'l 3 19•7 39 ~ 3, :!!I " 
9 40 3 40, 45113 55 •.1,:11, -,.... .. ... . . . . l1'2flJ3 oa 7 2S ~ 27 ;,; ·" 
101714 17 1022 4 Zll t r•Jacks l>oro . .. .. . . t , ,', '-5 2 31 6 51 i :,1 ,,--'- ~; 
11)224 3? 1037 4 33 L,•J nc k sboro .. . ... . l.r 1 - 3212 166 3f, l ; 1 -j; ;:; . ~ ".. 
10 11 ,1 5:l 'lO' 14 i~ .l,•rm1•11 .. ••.• . . •. l il l 57 r. 17 I ~•. ·:: '- ;,., 
10:,1 5 03ill l,• ~ (I.; • 1," '"'" " · · · · ······ ·· 1• • IJ l ll 4G ~ o · ; J', ~•-= ~ 
1100 5 14 1lJ ) 5 11 • .J ,.,rn.. .... . ... . . ... 8 '.:0 1 355 55 : .. 6 :::1~ ii 
1113 5 27 1132 5 24 1t•Olnc y .• • •••.••.. . l 8 >711 22 5 42 !c~J 1 """ 
111 s,s 32 ll '.r.'. 5 27 Lr Olncy .... . ... . . • . l.r ~ 32 117 5 371'',, I~ I 
1134550115515 45 • ~l <'K!ll ~cl. . ... ..... 18 15 1 00 5 20 12:;2 I ' 
1140'5 S6 1'.101 5 ~I 11',-si,, ,·,•, . .. .. .. . ... 8 CM l'la1 S 13 1:•,,,I -
!:) ll iG 20 l'.'24 G I?. tv •S,·ymo11r . . .. . . .. lv '1 4~ 1230 4 50 ·1'. ', ?. .. :1; t; ,; 
faiol6301245 6 45 L, S cy mou< . ...... (1 ) 1.r = 1-15514-40 mo~ - -2 
1223 6 43 1 00 7 00 I.rited S p<i DRS.. •• •• • • L, . ..• 1140 4 25 1135 2 32 :i 
)235 6 55 1 15 7 15 l.rVcrn . .. ••. ••• • • •..•. l• . •• • Jl 25 4 1411125 2 20 ,;<3 
1254 7 151 3p ~ Ar l~e11jo,.ni n .•.•...... Lv . .. . llQ513 55•110?•2 00 l: c 
1 50 8 00 2 2:, 8 ?., t.rc ,,.1h riu • •• •••••• ••• l• . .•. l( ,.0 3 10 lObh II '.: ~ 
2 ~~•s 45 3 10 ~ 10 1.rl )it·~• ·n, .. . .. . . .. .. lv . .. . ~ 3'J l2 10 9 3Jil ?.3'J .c ~ 
3 1019 25 3 55 9 55 ltC rn,Lyt on . • •• • . •• • lv .•. • B 5911 35 85Q•1153,'-'. c'.; 
3 25 9 40 14 lQ l OlQ 1.rl! nll s ... •• .. ••••. .•. lv . . •. B 35 1 2Q 8 3:, 11~51,:-.,, 
3 4019 5314 2a JO'?,:, lrl.n rc nzo . • . . ... • ..•. l• . • .• & Jl OJ 8 20 11.,21 ~ ~ 
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FT. WORTH 
DALLAS- FT, WORTH
BROWNWOOD - BRADY 

Intrastate only Continental Tours to Mexico DALLAS- F ORT WORTH- 0£CATUR
JACKSBORO 

DOWN lntra,ute Only READ UP 
READ KEAD 
now, 6851 r D!yll)ly llly Dl y 
IJI ~~ 7-'22 6 I'll I'll 

9 JO 1230 L,•D,. ll o<, T cx:u . •.. Ar 5 30 ITTii 
!C50 I 50 L, •Ft. Wo rth .. . • .. - .. Ar 4 2~ 10 20 
~ i5 02 1.r•B r ow11wood ••• • •• L, i 00 !J!i 
4 20 S 15 tv•Brownwood . ••••• l.r 1:>20 6 55 
4 28,B 23 Ctt mP Bowfo .• ••••• ' 1212 6 47 
4 5018 45 •Wi ocbelL. . ..... •• 1200 6 25 
r_ • . !. . . Mercu ry Jct........ f. •• f ••• • 
5 JO 9 25 w•Brady . ..•.• • • •• • • l• 1110 5 45 
655 9 50 l1 Bra dy . • _ ••••. (2) .• Ir U 530 
7 42 1037 ~l nson .. •.• .•• • (21. . 1015 4 45 
8 47 11 '2 ltFred c ricksbu rg (2 ) lv 9 10 3 40 
9 40 '1250 Comfor t . .. ••. (2) . . S 20 2 55 
1010'1 '20 Iloc rno . •••.• •• (2) .. 7 55 2 25 
1105 2 15 l.rSan Antonio12L. . L, 7 00 1 30 

~- T his schedu le will bold o r t he snh·:1.1 
12 25 !t.. m. schedule fror u . .. ,h., ~- A'-9encv 
stntion. f-Flng olo p . 
Co .. Inc. 

_ n .9_11·_:-1 _ so57 
Mm g •~ 11 

;·,1 1.i ny 3- ~l-40 1b.v rw 
= -8- - 1- L,S:,n Antonio, T ern,, U.S.A . .... . . . Ar 3 500 = 
•• • . 11 15 1 Ar Larcdo . . . . • . •. . . . ... . . .• • •• . • • •.... • lv 3 1 35 .••• 
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••. • 12 01 t , Larcdo , T cx:i•···· ······ · -· · ·· ··· · · · ·Ar 3 
•• . • 12 05 Ar . ti . Cu"torn s ••• •.•• .. -•· · ·· · ·······l• 3 

----

{;; 
n-:: 

1 05 tv)lexico Cuatoms ..... ••• .• •••• • ••••• • l.r 3 
1 05 L,N.,c ,·o Lnrcrlo Tnmps . , Mcx •..... • •.. lv 3 
4 50 .lrMonterre y. N .L, ..• ... . .. . .. .. .. . .. . . Lv 3 

(Ller mn,b ll o tcl-O vcrnig bq 
8 00 2 t , Montc n ey, N,L·-················· · ·l.r 2 
9 10 2 1,-Monterno rclas .. . ••••••.•.•. . •••••. .. lv 2 

9 15 2 
12 30 2 

1 1S 2 
5,.,30 2 

(StrJ p for Orn.n~1.'s ) 
LvMontcmor-cl as , N.L ________________ LT 2 
l.rCiud3d Victo<i:i{ T a mps . .... . ... . .. Lv 2 

{Sierra Gord n I o tC" l- ~hml S top) 
LvCiudad Victori a , Tamps. .•••• • •.••• l.r 2 
1.rC iudad Vall es , S. L. P . . ...... . . . .. . L, 2 

fll n t ,, I rn .. :\ Gra n(.h~-o \·cra ighl} 

E. W. SIMMONS 
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901 Main Street, Suite 2580 
Dallas. Texas 75202 
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LOS ANGELES-ALBUQUEROUE-DENVER-AMARILLO-Wl~HIT A__F ;L~S _-FT. W.O~lH-DAllA. 
AIITr<1ilw11ysScrvlcc CS'SD➔ llll!::ll➔ !f»iaJ:¥ 1 1 >~-➔c::m:iill➔m~i®•$/Z·i '~ 

10-2:hG '+' '+' '+' '+' HE.\D DOIIN '+' '+' '+' '+' '+' '+'=---. 
Type of Service D A C D 8 I A C C I 8 A I " I C I 

~ 8 2 a DJ\" l)ly 'i5iv l>I)' Dli• Uly DI~· Uly Di>· Dly Dly Uly Dly l)ly l>ly IJly L> lr l ll)· DI)· IJ!y Dly D1y w i- ' 
San Fran::co .•. ..•..• . (1) . .•• lv . . ~ . 21.~5 .. ~'~ . t~ . :.M ... ~~ .. :~ . ~J .•. ~.~ . .. ~ . . •~-- 9A.~ .~~~-- .: ... . :.~ .. ::~. --~~ . . :'.' .. 1--p:·~. 9~•:xi 101:! 5'. :'.~ . !-_ ~ ..._ 
Los An ge lcs (PT ) ..... . (l) •• • • lv •••.. 4 00 ... . . 600 .. ... t 900 .. . . . . .. ........... . 11 30 . ... .. . . .. t--· .. t--· · · ···-- 8l5j12 30 ~-=~ 
Albuquerquc .... .. . .. .. (l ) • • • • Ar • • : • • 3 00 ..... 6 27 ..... !! ~ 8 00 . .. .. . ... ..... ...... 11 4t •·· ·· ..... ; ~ ..... ; ~ •···· •···· 3 C5112 101 ~ t ::::: .... . I •• , 
Albuqucrquc ........... 11) .••• lv .•• .. 4 00 .. .. . 7 15 ..... .::: '- 9 00 .... • .. ...... .. •··· · 12 1. •·· · · · · · · · ::: ~ .... . r::; Z --· ··1····· 1 00 6 f. .. ... ... ~ 
!~~u:~:~.~;M· (MT \Ul... •• Ar ••••• 18112i = trori6 := ;~ 1\0~ .......... . ... . . ... . 141~( .. .. ..... . i~ ..... i~ .... . ..... 111:}1151031,1) i: ~ ~·~ 
Tucumc:,ri, N.M . (CTJ ........ Lv • •••• 9 30 ..• . . I 00 ..... f-- "12 4t ....... . .... . . .. .... 5 5€ ••••• ..... '"' E ... . . ,- E .. ... 1····· j 00; 7 001 '"'f .. 

!f ~i;?~~;:,~;=•••i11••·· ~ : 'ii :; ~ t ••~•• 1 ~ ~! • ~ •• j •• ~·•·j .j.: ii :~:: jj :j i < 'i j .. :: ri ~ !1:if ::: ; ~ : 
Ru n Numbers 2 ~ _ =;: 1007 i: ~ _ __ __ __ 2;: __ 1@.! _ 1003 _ _ i: .5 2..5 1005 - -..: :.::: ~ 

•Lar.,ar, Colo, .. . . •. .•••.•• . ••. lv .•.•. t;- ..... i~ -.·.··.·.: 103 ~ i=- ::::: ::::: ::::: ::::: ~=i. :=::: ::::: ;; ~i ::::: ~::::: ::::: ~::r, ~~ f 3303 ·. ·. ·.·.· .. .... --~ ''. •Amarillo, T ex . ___ __ ___ ... . ..... Ar 
Run Numbe r 1222 1250 1200 1202 1224 121M 1252 1206 1254 1208 1210 1212 1220 1214 1216 - - _ ... 
•Am a ri llo, Tcxas ........ ... . . L, ••••• 12 25 .... . 4 CX: ... .. 4 OC 5 4: ••• . . 6 ..... . ... . 9 CX: ••••• .. .• • 11 3C .. . .. 2 JO ..... 6 0 6 30110 00110 00 . •• . • - 7: 
11':,shburn..... . ..• . .••• ••• • •• •• . . ... "0 . • •. • l ... .. 4 19 W . . ... 6 19 ••.•. ..... 9 2( . ..... ... . 11 (t.: .. .. . 2 50 ..• .. 6 50 6 SO 10 19,10 19 . .... : .... " •• , 
•c1aut1c ...... ... ... . . . ·•••.•• • •• !: . .... 4 35 I .. ... 6 f' ....... ... 9 Y;' .... . ..... 12 07 . . • . . 3 07 .•. •. 7 01 7 07110 35 10 35 ....•. :: :: :::z 
~~~,d~.~~·:::::::::::::::::::: ~ ::::: t~~ : ::::: r:~ ::::: ::::: t ~: ::::: ::::: E.:2 ::: : : t:2 ::::: t:2 r~ 1~.4~ 1~.~~ :::: '. ····· .... · 
•Clnrc ndon. .... .• ••••. .. . ••. .•• _, ,, .• . . . 5 14 E 7 12 ••••.. ••.. 10 . •. •.. . . . . 12 50 . •. • . 3 50 . •• ":". 7 50 7 so 11 14 11 14 . . . • •• · ·· .. ,, 
•Lelia Lake... ............... . .. ,. !l . . ... 5 23 ... .. 7 21 ..... .. . •. 10 31 .. . ... .. .. 1 01 ..... 4 00 . ... . 8 01 8 01 '11 2311 ?3 · ..... . ..., 
dlcJlr· ····--·· · · ····· · · ····· · ~ ] .. .. . c5 32 :::; ..... ? 30 • .. ..•..• . 10 41 .... . . .... 11 11 . .•.. r4 11 .... . c8 11 r8 1111 32 11 32 ::::: ::::: ::=-
.;/i~nphr:.~~::::::::::::::::::: ~ l ::::: 5·49 : .... . f,iti ::::: ::::: ,i·o; ::::: ::::: j'j2 :::: : d2 ::::: s°j1 g'jj li-4~ {(4~ ::::: ..... ·-
Newlin............ ... . ......... ::r ..... f ... • t, 8 02 ...•. •• . •. ll 16 .... . .•••. 1 4f ... .. 4 4f, ..... 8 45 8 45 f. . .. f. . .. .... . ::::: :·;; 
• Esicllino. .. . .... . ..... ... ..... u .. .. . 6 Qe I 8 08 ...•• •..• . ll 22 .. ... . .... 1 52 .•. •. 4 5? ... . • 8 S1 8 51 12 OB 12 00 . .. .. . .. • . . .. , 
~Cnhr~1Yld··,·•·•·s·.·.·.·.·. ·.·. ·.·.·.·.·. ·.·. ·.·. ·.·.·. ·.·. ,. .. • •• f. . .• 8 18 ....... . .. l! 3?. ••••• .... . 2 02 ... •• 5 02 .. . . . 9 01 9 01 f. . .. 1. ...... . . .. 

., ·:··· 2 42 .. .. . 617 .. ... 6 30 8 · · • · · 831 .. . .... . .. 1147 . ......... 216 .... . 51 6 ..... 915 91512 3012:JC ...... . :::~ 
•Child ress .. .............. . .... Lw .•••• ~ 52 .•• •• 6 47 ••• •• 6 55 8 1 .• ••• 8 16 ••••• •• •• • 12 17 •••••••••• 2 31 .•.• . 5 46 . •• •• 9 30 9 30 \2 40 12 4 .... . ....... · 
l(irkl nnd .. ..... . . ...... ........ ••• • • "' .••• . - . .•• . 7 08 ,, ..... 8 59 • •• •• •••• . 12 30 . ••• • ••• •. 2 44 ..... 5 59 . .•. . 9 42 9 42 12 52 12 52 . . ...... .. ·-
Coodlcu . . .. . .... . •. . .'. . ..... .. ~~ · ···· E 720 :l !: ·· ··· 911 •••••••••. 1247 ......... . 256 .• •• . 611 . .•• • 954 9 54 1 04 l Q.l ..... .... .. · . 
Acme.. ..... ..... . .. . ..... . ... .. 1,1 ;-- •• ••• E 7 26 I) E ...•. 9 17 ••. •• ..••• 12 48 .• ••• ••••. 3 02 . .... 6 17 . .. •• 10 00 10 00 1 10 1 1 . •. •• ..... .•. .: 
"Quonab.... . .. .. ......... ..... - E .•.. . _ 7 36 1-- . . .. . 9 30 ••••• ••••• 1 00 . . .... •• •. 3 14 .•••. 6 28 .• ... 10 11) 10 10 I 19 I 19 .•. . . . .... .. , ,' 
•Chillicothe.... . ..... . ......... '; .:.i ••••. _, 7 56 _, .... . 9 52 . •••• •.. . . 1 24 .. . •. •.•. . 3 3S . •• •• 6 49 . .. •. 10 30 10 30 1 38 l 3B . ......... ·-:;j , . 
Tolbert ••••••• - .. ............. U . ••• • I 8 C!l I .... . 10 03 ..... . .... 1 35 .. ...... .. 3 49 ..... 7 00 . ..•. 10 41 10 41 1 19 1 4~ . ••••.••.. .. "!. 
•Vernon ...... . ... ....... .... . . Ar •• •• • 4 C9 . .••. 8 04 ..... 8 21 9 28 . .... 10 18 .•.•..•... 1 49 ......... . 4 OJ . .•.. 7 14 . . ... 10 55 10 55 2 02 2 02 .. .. ...... ... : ., 
• Vernon ..... ............ ..... . LY 4 H 6 00 8 O!J ... .. 8 26 9 31 .. ... 10 33 12 45 .. . .. 1 59 . . . . . .... . 4 08 ..... 7 19 . .... 11 CO 11 CO 2 Vl 2 0:: .............. ' 

gkl'.~~';;~;,:::::::::::::::::::::: J (s'i5 ] ::: :: 's·za 1,, ::::: fo·45 ks, ::::: 1:i"ii ::: :: ::::: rno ::::: rfji ::::: k11 lrn r:i"i:i r:i"i3 ::::: ::::: :~;. 
• Harrold.... . .................. 8,,_!: t~~ "'_., ::::: t~~ = .... !::E" ::::: i~.~ r~'. ::::: ?? ::::: ::::: t~O :::: : /_~'. ::::: t ~ \~.:~ t~ t .. ::::: ::::::.3 
l'E'n12e~cotnra0 '. ·.· •• ••• ••••• • • ··.·. ·.·.·. ·.•. ·. •.·.·.·.·.·. '· 2 0 1 "" 2 37 4 ' 6 7 56 1 .,- - E 6 4 - . .... 9 03 1- .••.• 11 l ,, •• •• . . ••• . ••••. , . •• •• . ••• • 11 33 1 33 2 35 2 .......... ·- 1: 
•Elect ra ......... . .. . ... . ...... Lv ';:::; 6 42 !! ..... 9 03 :::; .•••• 11 10 1 22 •••• . 2 37 4 46 ..... 4 46 ..... 7 56 . •••• 1 33 11 33 2 35 2 35 . .. . . . . ..... ~;, ~. 

:~::H1~}:~i;:===============/.r f\ :i20 1r M 911s ~:::; 'r~ )4 ·:;-~ fr~ 'rM ·:r-~ 1r~ 'r~ ·~\ 1n~ ·:;,~ 'r~ ·:;-~ 1ng ing 'r~ 1L· ·A-::·:~: i · ~~ 
Run Numbers 1404 1306 1500 1308 1406 1310 1326 150'1 1312 - 1408 1316 1504 1410 1318 1412 1320 1400 1300 1324 1302 1304 1402 ..;.. r.~ 
•Wichita Fa lts •• ••• ••••• •••••• Lv 5 50 ~ 8 15 9 ~ 10 CO 100011<X:122012 20 .. .... .. 3 4 3 40 S 30 6 00 6 00 9 00 9 00 12 3) 12 12 30 3 25 3 4 00 •···· __ ..1i • ;. 

~v%~~b~;;i::::::::::::::::::: ! ~ . i ~ T T I l? ~ T T T ! rs T T T T T ' T T T ' _·.::: :·:~ ~ 
tJ"a~~s°ioro·.::::::::::::::::::: 1r ·i ~ s ·~ ·i -a 1 31 ·i ·~ ·~ s 41 ·~0 -~ -~ -; -; .g ·C0. -~ -; -~ - - - -- --

6Jacksboro ..... ~o-••- .... ---- -- - l~ ~ 9 45 c8 25 ~ 1 47 ~ ~ '8 S ·57 '° ~ '3 ~ 0 £ aJ '3 o ~ . . .... ···• 
Agoca . . . .... .. ........ .......... ,...... 10 20 ,, ] 2 22 .,, 7 32 ~ ~ ct ·-i. 
~1\'jingtown.. . .. ........ .. ..... ; g 10 30 ,:: ;; 1, r2 32 > ,J i / 42 ;; ;; £ £ ;; £ :; ;; ;; > ···:: ::: 
41:,,~,·ny .. .... .... ... ....... .... t u I. ... E I I _, f 44 I I I fs<1 1 I I I I I I t I ··· ·-;. 
Loke Worth........ ....... ..... 'f' ~ :g ~~ :::; 't 't 3 2 54 't . ... . 'f 'f 8 04 'f 't 't 'f 'f 'i' 't' 'f t 'i' •·· ·· ·-

-I,:~~·,i;tt;~~~~::::::::::::::::: 1s· i5 j I I fo·v fo·v ;. I if.i§ ::::: 1fii9 1-i"li§ I fs":is 1ii"2§ rfl§ 1s":i~ if§6 ii'~f if~ 1f ,i§ 'n: r,i.:itj ::::: ::: , 
• Rellevue_... . .... . ............ 6 37 10 5G lO 50 I 1 11. •••• 4 32 4 32 &52 6 52 9 52 9 52 I J7 1 1~ 1 17 f. . .. f. . .. 448 .•••. ·-· 
•Bowi•-······-············"··/.r 6 54 6 &! 10 3C II (Jill r:Jl 12 00 1 30 . •••. 4 50 4 50 7 10 7 10 10 11 10 11 1 34 l :,.: 34 4 Zl 4 'll 5 05 .. . .. .. -•Bowie_ ..•••••.•• ..•.•••• •.... lv 7 04 7 CC lO 40 II 22 ll 22 12 30 1 40 ••••• 5 05 5 05 7 25 7 25 10 21 10 21 l 44 I 4, I 44 4 30 4 3C 5 10 ... .. ·· ··. , 
Frui tland... .... ..... ... .... .. . 7 12 ] o I II 3C 11 30 I e 1 48 ••••• 5 13 5 13 e 7 33 7 33 10 2~ 10 29 I. ... r.. .. i. . . . !.. .. f. .. . r .... ••• •• ··-
•Sunset.. ......... . ...... . ..... 7 17 •- 0 II 3!i 11 35 ..,_., o 1 53 ..... 5 18 5 18 o 7 38 7 38 10 3, 10 3~ f •••• I. ... L ... f .... f. . . . f .... • •••• •• - ~ 
•Al,·ord ••••••••••• . •• •••••••.•• 7 26 E ~ ll4E \146 ~ 204 . .. .• 529 5 29 -;l 7 49 74~10 451045 2C!l 2C:- 2rJ/ l. . .. f .. .. 533 . ...... -
• Dcc:it ur.... ...... ... . ... .. .... 1 43 ~ -" 12 01 12 01 E t 2 20 •. .•. 5 44 5 44 -"' 8 01 8 04 11 01 11 01 2 23 2 z: 2 23 5 05 5 OC, 5 S.'l ••.•• •••• 
•Rhome .. ... . .................. Ar 8 02 :! "0 12 2112 21 " 2 39 . . .. • 6 03 6 03 :I 8 23 8 23 11 2( 11 20 2 42 2 ~· 2 '-2 5 23 5 22 6 09 ..•.• ··-
•R home .. ...................... LY 8 04 ,. ';; !! 12 23 12 23 :::i ';; 2 41 ••• •• 6 05 6 05 ';; 8 25 8 25 11 2, 11 22 2 43 2 4; 2 43 5 2.; 5 2; 6 10 . ...• ·::: 
Roonoke J unction.... ... .. ..... l, ~ ;;: E l, 12 42 ::; :> 3 00 ••••• f 6 24 > l, 8 44 l, 11 41 { 3 (( 3 02 f .. .. I.. .. l, ..... · 
fir:~r.i~.•:::::::::::::::::::::: 8 2C I.I I :i 12 35 12( ~ I y3 ::::: 6 21 6138 I 8 41 St 11 38 111,54 2 59 y5 3115 5115 515,s 6 26 ::::: :::: 
s,.inow.......... ............. . 8 25 ::r 't' t 12 44 t 'f t ... .. 6 26 'f 8 46 'f 11 42 3 01 t 6 31 •.. .. ··•· 

i:~: ::;:~···················~ . ~.~~ .. ~ .. '.~ .~~ .:.~~ t .~.:~ :::~: .~.~~ .~.:~ .~.~~ . '.~.~'. ~ .~ .~.~~:::;;,: ' 
•Dall"• : Texas ...... . ......... Ar ·- ··· 9 OC ..••• 12 40 .. . .. 1 35 2 30 .... . 3 53 . . ..• ••• •. 7 15 .... ... ... 9 35 .... . i2 '.l~ ... . . 3 5:, 3 ~ 6 30 6 3" ... . . ·~ 

r-FJu~ ,;top. (1)- , u. ntn Fu Trnilwnys. ( )-l)(' u\·cr-Coln ra.do 8 pri n~s-l'ocblo T r.nil\\ nyK. j,- ll ii.~hwoy sto rJ only. U 11s will nol ro i nto G r:1pcnnc. (CT}-Cr~~ " 
Timo. (MT)-~loun tnio T ime. (PT l-P3c:i£ic Time. D- Ncw 37 passl'1h.;er A. C. F . 's nll t he wuy. Throu..:.h IJ11:i;1 l11~tw<"rn Lo.:f :\n~t-1<'"1 ~nd Dalla.:,1.. J\o C'h:uit;<"S, A-, C 
~ p~~n~c r A. C . F, ' , nll t he way. 'l' hrough bus be tween Lo~ A n,c:dt!~ aud . .\ lbuqur rq ue uruJ th rcHH:h bus. bc twcr.n Alhw1ur rquc un<l Da:h.l.i. n- Ncw 37 p~,sscngcr i\. · 
F.'s l>c t-;vcen AnrnriJlo nnd Dsll:i.s. C-Ncw 37 passcu,-;cr A. C. F.':s aU t he w3y, Throu~h bus between Dcn\·c r nnJ. U :1lia . 

644 LSee Late Change Pages 954-958 t or t ablcs.6830 to 6860 inc/usire of Cont 11cntal Trailways Serricc. 



Histor.y of Gipson Hehekah ],orlP-e /I ~ i;0 

Gipson Rehe'kah Lodge IJ 46C' was Const i tuterl fl'overnher 15 , ·1 <1Sr ·· i th 

twe nty-thre e char t er memhe r.s . :,ev en tee n :; is t c r~~ ; 1,; Li ·1.n heth f::t te s , 

Audrey Trammell , Elsie Pnrker , Lexie Ross Morton , rartei~~ ~ 

Anderson , Alice Rankin , 1\lm:1 Ph.i.l l irm , Fy r ;t ~,t rih.l i nfr , •rrurly He::i,ri 

'l'rammell , Ine..,, Po\··ell , Je ·· el Eurianl<s , Helen H~arrl , v'a nd1. Merle 

G.i l ley, Joyce Moorly , /1.i:rnes 'Puck er , GoJd i P :l1 1th nn urrhman , :.nri 

Beatrice C!lrter. Six: Brothers ; l , . 'P . Storr1 , \•.'ayne uuna\··-tv , l;;:u ·J. 

In~raham , Sr ., C1.rl :\ . (;i.lley , l~ryne \: . rri)orly , 1nrl l\ , ri . ~t<:L'. . 

Fiv e are stil l memhers ; Be a trice C;:i.rter , ':!anrla \IJerJ.e Gi l] '?.\f , 

Marte i na M . .-'\nderson , /1.ucirey 1'rA.mrnell , and fle1e11 Pe-1.rrl . 

The Lod~e met e very second a nd fourth Mord1.y nii:rht. o f ➔,he month , 

on t he second floor of the Strihlini:r Buildj~i:r from the hevinnini:r 

until July 12 , 1076 , when it ,,,as decided that the stain; ,,:ere t oo 

diffi~ult f or some of the members . 

The Lod ge was named for W. T . Gipson , ~n Oddfello~· of m~nv years , 

and fathe r of three of the Lodi:re memhers ; nc~tr ice C8rter , Bl~ie 

Parker , and Laur a Holmes . 

The Lodge is still active ~ith forty-six memhers . 
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AZLE IN REYI'EW 211 

Azle tremendously. You have :. wonderful community" 
signed - James V. Allred, Governor of Texns. 

This little paper was edited by Mr. Faris Ross, who was 
the first president of the Azle CiYic League nnd a real Azle 
Booster. It was through his untiring effort.-; that a crowd 
of 1600 people were present at thi~ meetin~ to hear Gov
ernor Allred speak at the Azle CiYic League. The popula
tion of Azle at this time was only about ~50 people, but 
with 1600 people in one small auditorium, there was scarcely 
standing room. 

In a later edition of "The Azle Booster" dated May 1, 
1936, is an announcement that Bill McGraw would speak 
at the Azle Civic League meeting May 4, 1936 at 8 P.M. at 
the schoolhouse auditorium. Ir. l\IcCraw was the Attorney 
General of Texas at that time :rnd was considered one of 
Texas' most able speakers. The r.T.A.C. Band - 76 strong 
- entertained with their music. Mr. L. H. Barber, the 
new school superintendent, appeared on the program also. 

Mr. Ross deserves the credit for bringing to our town 
such.notable speakers. To him they were not only speakers, 
they were his friends, and he shared them with Azle folks. 
His life was truly a life of sharing and giving as he lived 
his !if e for others. He has passed to his reward. 

During the next seven or eight years, there is no record 
of the Azle Civic League, but in the 1940's it was re
organized and Mr. J. Frank Young was elected president. 

In 1948 shares of stock were sold by the Azle Civic League 
for the Azle Civic League Fire Department. The money 
raised by selling shares and through various comm1mity 
projects was used for building the Town Hall and to pur
chase Azle's first fire truck. The fire truck cost $4,800.00. 

Since then, many things have been accomplished for the 
City of Azle. The meetings were always open to the public 



6 13 S, E . P AR KWA Y 
A ZL • TEX AS 760 0 

) RE ~> (U RE C TJON Rf OU t. ~ rt: 

, .. _ 

~ 
~} 

~~ 
11-~ 

r}· 

CORPORATE 
1 L I MITS OF 

~3 
Jv. N AZLE, TEXA5. 

s 

./. L. Cor.61"n, En'l' . 

DD 
□CJ 

A.r/t!' J TIK Q'.S . 

.3 - / ,i?- IS1~7, 

f1 

~fr; 

fl.· 

EA 4 ---., 

VNrA11V -

~ 



I ~ 
y 

.... 

.. . • I 

lJ aJ to_ , ,, /1/-
tJ. 

I • • 

: ~. . . • • !. . ... . "\ .. 
-·· . . .,. 

No'lt! l'l,r.,.• ht llw 11,1, .. , ul T,u, 1,,;u• ~, IA•r,n oalJ. n,_.,_,,,,.,,. __ .,...._..,,.,,.,,_,,,.,_ .. ' ~ - _.., .. _..et .... ,,..._.,,,.,.. - - • 
_......_ 1.!1t1Ml' •Jo,.,0Cl·-6·7a 6 It 41 5 e U - W 9.00, 

WI.W.7~ Mli( .. .:,,,. 

WARRANTY DEED WITH VENDOR'S LIEN 

n1B STATf. OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF TARRANT } KNOW ALL MEN IY Ttlf.SB PII.ESEtlTS: 

llul J:, JAY If. STRIBLUIO, 

o( Ille County or Mllrloopa anJ S111r or Ar laona ro, and 

In <'OIIIIJcf"lllon of lht """ or TD Alft> lf0/100 ------------ 1$10.00)------- DOLLARS · 

and olh1.'f valu■blt 1.·on,IJeratlon 10 lht undrnlantJ paid by llie aninlet htttln n1mrd. lht 1Wct' lr1 of 

111hkb b hcn,by 1,·knowkd,rd, and the rm1hr.r •-on11drr•llon or the execution and de 1 ivery by 
grant•• of hi• one certain pr011i11ory note of even date herewith, in th• 
principal eUII of TH 'l'HOUSAND AND lf0/100 DOLLARS ($10,000.00), payable 
to the order of 9rentor in 110nthly in1ta11-nt1 and bearing int•r••t •• ·j 
t herein provided, contalnlnq the ueual olau••• providing for acceleration 
of aaturity and for attorney•• te111 I 

W. WU. t«U,8011 

hi~ C.ltANlHl. SOI.I> ANI> ('ON\'l\\'1'11, ~nJ hy th,•w rn.'"''''' Jo GIIANT, SEI.L ANll ('ON\'!:\' un10 
PAUL L, l«>RTHEN 

u( 111 .. ('u11n1y ur Tarrant ,11,I S1a1,· .,,· Texaa , •II or lh~ followlnt J,· .. ·riN,1 r~•I 

rmr<·rly In Tarrant ('oun1y. Ttu•. 10-wll : 

aeinq Lot 2-A, llook 2, Town of A•le, T1rr nt county, 
Texae, accordincJ to th• plat recorded in Volu- 388-r, 
Page 535, Deed Record■, Tarrant County, T•xaa, and a 
part of the 1.r.curtia survey, Abetract 1344, acre , 
fully deacribed in IXHJIIT •11.• A'l"l'ACIIBD ~Rt:'t'O 'AND j' 

MADI A PART HIIUOF I ·-. --~ -~:r 

I 
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VIX. 6592 M~H3 
SAVE AND EXCEPT th• upper ,tory of th• hou•• on eubject property 
reaerv•d by Mr•. Id• Nlllker, Individually and•• Indapend•nt 
txoeutrix of th• E■ t ■ t• of J,R,tlalker, dec••••d, in that certain 
dead to J, N. Stribling, dated April 11, 19)5, recorded in Volume 
1478, Peg■ 1)9, Deed R■corde of Terr■nt County, T■x■ e, 

Thi ■ conv■y■ nc■ le made eubject to the right ■ and intere ■ t of the ~men 
of the world, r■■arved in de■d rrom Mr,. Id• Nlllker, Individually end•• 
Independent E>Cacutrix of the z■ t•t• of J.R.Nlllk■r, d■c••••d in that 
cart,ln d■ad to J,N,Stribling, dated April 11, 19J5, recorded in Volume 
1478, Page 1)9, Deed Record ■ of Tarrant county, Taxa ■ r 

Thi ■ conveyance i ■ FURTHER made eubject to any and all re ■ triction■, 
ro1arv1tione, cov,nente, condition,, rlghte-of-way, ea ■emente, municipal, 
or other governmental ■oning lew■ , regulation■ ■nd ordinance,, if ,ny, 
but only to th• extent they are ■ till in effect, rel■ting to the 
herein■bov• d11crlbed property, 

or ■nt•• 1■ 1ume1 p1ym1nt of ad v1loru• tax,■ th1t IIBY be •••••••d 
191ln1t the below de ■crlbed ptoperty end improvement ■ ■itu1t1d 
thereon for th• y■ ar l979 "and ■ ub■equent year ■ , 

TO HAVE ANO TO IIOLD lhe abo~ dncrib<:d pttmlK1. toaelhrr wllh •II 1nJ 1ln111l1r lhe ri1hll ind 

appur1• nancu lherttc In 1nywhc bclon1ln1 unlc the uld 1ranl<f hh htin ind 11sl1n1 

f0ft1'CI"; And I do htrtby bind lll)'H 1 f, •Y heln, ueculcn ind 1~minl1tr.1on to 

WARRANT AND FOREVER OF.FEND 111 ind tln1ulor lht Hid rrtmhc1 unto lhc u ♦d 1ronlrc . hi ■ 

. heln and HM1nl. qalnll cYOry penon whom10eYOr l•wfully clalmln1 or lo cl1lm lhc umc or any rut 

thcn,of. 

l ut it It uprtuly lllfffd that the VENDOR'S LIEN. 11 well II lhe Su~rior TIii• In ind lo lho abow 

dNCrlbed prtml1n. 111d1ined 111ln1t the 1bow dtscribfd property, preml..-1 and lmrro•rment1 unlll the aboYc 

dncribcd nolr ind 111 ln tut1t thereon ■re fully paid accord Ina to the rice. tenor, drrcl ind rt1Jin1 thereof, 

..twn 1h11 ~ 1111111 becomt absolule. 

EXECUTED 25th Septeinber ~~>,. ~- 19 78 

{~~~~~~·-··~·-· ·········· ~"jl S IBLINO v 
................... .. .... ..... .. . , ....................................... .... . 

, . I 

I I 
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lXHIIIT •A• 

.. in,a Lot 2-A, Bloc~ 2, Town of Aale, Tarrant county, 
,..•••• accordin9 to th• plat recorded in volu• 388-r, 
Pa9• 535, Deed Record,, Tarrant County , faxaa, and a 
part of the a.r.curtla survey, Abatract #344, aaid part 
of the .curtia survey being a part of that·certain tract 
conveyed to J ,H,Btrib n9-hl.W1••d ru:or4,~ ... .A!LY~!~me.J115.-., 
P _ , De• Record ■, Tarrant county, Texa ■ , -ancf"ia1d-
Lot -A an • :71'f7:h·e--str"11irtn·g--tnc being" da ■cribad 

a ■ follow■, 

BEGINNING at th■ Northeaat corn■ r of aaid Lot 2-A, a pipe 
for corner in the southerly line of w. Main Streat, 

THENCE South 35 degree ■ Weat 60.0 feat to a •y• cut in 
concrete for th• southeaat corner of Lot 2-A, in the Northerly 
line of aaid Stribling Tract, 

Tl lENCE South 55 degree■ Eaat along the south line of ■aid 

Block 2 and along the North line of the Stribling tract, 
11.o f■■ t to an iron pin fo r corner, 

THENCE south 35 degree i Wsat 22.7 fHt to an iron pin for 
corner, 

THENCE North 55 degree ■ We ■ t 49.0 feet to an iron pin for 
corner, 

THENCE Nor t h 35 dagreea Eaat 21,7 feat to en iron pin for 
cornor in the North line of ■ aid Stribling tract and in 
the south line of ■aid Bloc~ 21 

THENCE south 55 dagua ■ Ea■ t along the south line of Block 
2 and along the North line of ■ aid S~~lhling Tract 8.0 
feet to an iron pin for th• south\leat corner of ■ aid Lot 2-~, 

., 

THENCE North 35 dogreo ■ Ea ■ t 60,0 feet to 'an iron pin for tho 
Northwaat corner of Lot 2-A, in the south line of w. Hain Streat, 

THENCE south 55 degree ■ !eat ,long the North line of Lot. 2-A 
and along the south line of Woet Hain street 30.0 feet to the 
point ~f beginning. 

.. . . "- . .... ....... -~-.vr -
t 

· ... . ., . ... :- ·.-
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'Tll! ITATI! OP UIJUlS ARIZONA 

C'DUNTV OP NAltICOPA w. 659'? ""2!)5 
~I- Inf, IM u•dmll...i 1uthofttJ, °" tlolt 411 pr,-1Qy 1ppo0Nd 

JAY W, STRIBLINO 

holl'II 10 mo lo ... II••.,....,,, ........... ,, _ ,._ . .... ........ .!11 ......... •bocnbd to u .. 10,..o1a, lllltNiftO•I ................. to -
lllat ........ .. hi ....... HICUltd . ~ .. UIM , .. 11,1 ,.,.... ... co,,.UeullH thenlft .. ,.. ... . 

OIN• ""dtt m1 MN 111d IOII ef oll'k:o °" lkl• IM ~'j ,1,-,o1.S£/r/-,.,,;1l'III ✓.A.D'.19 78 

qeff~~,u~~.-1 ....... t .. t,;·._ 
✓ 

': .,_,i : (Beal) . ; 

TIii IT A Tl Of TEXAS 

COUNTY OP · 

Ari■ona 

u., C()ft1m1~; ;0Q brifn rcr.. 1411 lVJI 

.,,_ ..................... ,-,.. ••lhll •• , ,..... •• , """""' 

, . '""•• to • tow 11,e ,rrooa ........ .... . •llow .. ,.. ..................... •M<nbt• to tu '°"9otaa i.11 .... a1, ,., .,,~ 10.;. 

lbl .. ...... ... ........ IHOtN lM ..... , .. tlt,o ,.,,_. ..... -...,1o. ·-.. ,... •. 
OM••- MJ ll& .. t"4MllolollloeNl.lltM ..,., ,A. D. If 

TIii! STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY Of 

.. ,Off•• the •odt ....... IUlhoritJ. ot1 .... 41J -•QJ 1rp11Nd 

•-•to,.. lo M IM ""°" ..... ....... ••- .......................... ou~ocriH4 lo lhe loN1ola1 lollno-•t, ,., orbo• k•ari to.,. 
11111 . ....... M ......... UfflllNl tlt,o IIN foo lM ,.,,00,11M <Mli<ltrotloa IMreta upn•d. , 

ca ... """ 11\J .... "'4 NII ol"'"" ... lhll lM 

Tll~. STATF. Of TEXAS 

COUNTY OP } 
kfoN .,., tloe ■o4tnlt""4 ••lloorilJ, oo 1h11 ••1 poNOoallJ 1rp11Nd 

ol 

•• , ol ,A. D. 1' 

I cotpo11Uot1 , ho•• lo 1M lo M lhl ,.,.., • • .._ ..... lo oubocrlt••· lo Iha lontol .. l•IINIMOI, ,"4 .,,..,..1a4ta4 to IM IMI 

.. Ut<•ltd 1111 ..... IDf tl,e ,..,,-. tM CO .... rtll,>a U1t11la npn ... , la Ille c,porHJ tlleni. llllod ••· 11 11,e Kl IN .... of 

' . Mid co,potllloll. 

OMa ■"4tr ,aJ k, .. 10d MIi of office H tlolo Ille d1Jol ,A. D. 19 

I 
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If!_ ... or ' } lK11ow .t\11 t.:en by iil~tllt tyrr.11,nts: r. 
-MIi TARRANT ~ 

s 
I, Byra Florence Strlbllnt, a widow I! 

~ ,, 
~ 
ij 

eldMoControf _Tarrant Statoof Tnu 

.. .. ~.::::.:::: ... ~.;.-;.-;;;;:,::·············--············ ~:: I 
,1.-00 cub, the receipt ot which u, hereby aclcnowle<lced, and the love and attectloll n 
that I ban for ~ ■on. it 

""" Otutod. ·Sot4 ud C:0."7", u4 ~ ,_ ,.....,,. do Graat, Soll ud eo...,., osto tho O&ld 

Jay w. Strlblln( 

. el t'llt C..at7 el Tan-ant S11t1 of Texu all ,~11 cottala 
·' •• lot, tract or parcel ot land 11inl o.nd bctn: 11tv,tcd In Tuunt County, Tcicu 

•~ Dotn, Lot No, 2 In Block No, 2 of tho Orlclnal Town of A~lc, Tu-rant County, 
T,,..., and belna' tho nmo land heretofore convoyed by Mra, Ida WAiker to J. H, 

• Strlblln( b:y deed dated AprU II, 103~, recorded In Vol, 1478, Pai;c 139, of the 

i 

I 
I 
r. 

I 
I 
!. 

!i ,. 
ij 

l 
~ 
~ 

~ 
• 

0 1'1\la oonY01&J'CO. l1 made 1ubjoc:t to tho lnterut .• ,he Woodmen of the World u ~ 
,ot forth In tho rotorencod dood, ~ 

. t>oed n100N11, Tarrant County, Te',aa1 • 

It u, th• 1nt,nt1011 of tho Orantor heroin to convey to tho Orantoe herein. all of her ~ 
lntere■t In hid Lot 2, Dlock 2, In the OrlclnAI Town of Azle, Tarrant County, Teu~~ 
whothor or not nm• I• corroctly dc1crlbcd or not. ~ 

. ~ 

~ 
~ 

TO HAVE AMO TO HOLD 1he abovt dct<ribcJ prtmi•n. 1orc1h,r wi1A t tl u,d alorv,t&t 11'4 ri,pt.1 

Jay W, Strlblln,, hi■ 

l do hcrcb1 bia4 f1\'/10lt, f1\'/ 

Mitt-. c.aecutou ud U-aia.i.t1ra1on. 10 Warrant tl'ld Forever Ot(ud. ..U u4 Jin.r,,alu ,be a.&.id Pf• ..... 

••to UM"-'' Jay W, Striblllll:, hi• 

, ... ,..,,. 
WITNESS ., 

tlw lltll 417 ol )lovombor 

Wea.thorrord. Tex.a•, 

, 1974 . 

\\'itnu, 1 1 rt\i.i .. l of Gnotor: 

f r 
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!111'CLI ACX!001FUl)CX!!<T 

..... II .. le 11,e Olt,...... ..... Ufaf t•kcti\ot4 W tMI ,., .... hiltt,..,..._ a-4 11t\N•~ W 

- ... , .. • ........,. ,,_,. .... ,_ "" ,_.,..... •-' , .. ,w~,i.. ,~ • ..,,.... ... 

(L. I.) 

Tin; STATE OF TEXAS, 
C:OUIITY OP 

CIY!S UIIDU MY IIA~D AIID l!AL OP 01PIC!. .. , ., A. D. If 

. IIPOAI Ml. .......... lirtM4.. ,,..,,. r.\tac NI .. ,,., Ml4 c--1, P4 , , .. , . . .. o,h .., ,.........n, .,,.,..,... 
• .,..... .. Mt .. h ,.._ ..,..... 1111c •"-u-r 

........ II ......,.... le 641 ......... lafl,__...I all4 .c• .. •k4f .. le ~ \llal l"4 Hl'llt _... 11't WI ef O,t Ni4 

I ..,...,..;.. 11-4 ltrr.t t-. "'"""t4 Uirl,t M-. M th• W1 ., ,..-'ll c0t..,.lle. f., IM ,.,.,..... .... r•uW.,a1 .. 1iwrllA ..,,,.......a-4 .. 1 ....... ,...,, ....... '-1L 

nu: STATE OF "TEXAS, 
C:OVIITY o, 

CIVES UI/Df.R MY IIASD AND IP.AL OP 0'11C, • ... , ., A. D, It 

• I tti"-l!DY c&aTrn IJlitl t"t.. , ........ ....,....,..,. .t _.. .... 9'1\ ti. Nrd t.c.att el .. ,..,..tJcat'e.,-. ... '"" ,., 

""""~ ,;., .n\ff .. ,... •1 ., • A. t,, 11 11 •·ctocll ).I,. 

aM ..u '-'1 N'Nllf"ff4 1>1..,. .,. 1.. •,., A. D, 1, 
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TIIE STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY Or T/\Hi<ANT 

QUlTCLAlM DEED 

Th11t GIPSON l<EDEK/111 L,(J!X,;E #4"'.,0 . 

r,f th~ County nf Tarrant 

in cor,~irlerntion of the si1111 of TEtJ ,°\Nil NO/ll)rl -

in hanil paid liy 111<• )'.ra111,,,. 

P/\UI. \vOll 'l'm :rl 

Count.,· of Til rrant Tc xn:: 

title and interest in :uul lo tlw fpllnwini~ dPs<·rihPd r,·al pr11p1•rty sit11at••d irt 

T~xns. lo-wi t: 

($ 11) . IH!) 

. all o f 

'I\"\ r r un t 

- f)(ll,1..-\ HS 

11( llw 

it:; right. 

(',11111l,\' , 

The second stot·y of the building loc,H.cd un Lot f!o . 2 , Dloc:k No . 2. C:i ty of /\zlc . in 
Tarrant County , Tc xa5 , toqcthcr with (r0c c'lnd acl.'.c~siblc out:; i.dc (•ntrunc:c ove r i.-.uid 
lot to said sccoud ,;tory bu ilding o n sa id r•n•miscs. 

TO IIA\'E A1' DTO 1101.1> all of ri)'.hl . l ille and in t ,•r,•sl in and to th,• a li•/\·t• cl,•sc nlird proprrty 

;in<l premises unto the s;iicl ,:rantcc hi.:; it nor 

;iforrsaid properly. prcmist•,; ur ;qipurtc nanccs or ,.r,y p'lrl lh,·rcof. 

F:XECUTED this day o f . A . fl. I ~ 

/\TTEST : 

BY: ✓.- • ,. • I / :- Ir· •~.•, , 
f.l\ll lt,\ ,lJ\~JI,: ·,10 Hl>J\:J , 1~(;1,1 ,_, r; r~dllil 

., 

/t. 'J) 1; 
/f ()r, 



TXBU BU TAX PROPERTY DEED HISTORY 
TYPE-S/P/T/N/A/L: ( P) ( ) TAD-YIN:< N) 

TAR: SKEY: 00000106933 PIDN: 1380-2-2A 
ADDN: AZLE, ORIGINAL TOWN OF 
LEGAL-DES: . BLK: 2 LOT: 

LDC: 117 W MAIN ST 
2A 

OWNER: WORTHEN, PAULL ADDR: 117 W MAIN ST 
MAP 1982 444 CITY 01 SCHL 

DATE TC VOL PAGE 
915 ACRES 

OWNER NAME 
PLAT (2/8/1894) 

SQFT 1462 PRV-SKEY 

000208 PL 000063 
300722 WD 001355 
350411 WD 001478 
350411 WD 001478 
500101 RV 000000 
500101 PL 000000 
741204 WD 005752 
780925 WD 006592 
831116 7669 

000141 
000396 
000139 
000139 
000535 
000535 
000962 
000292 
1707 

PIERCE, J L 
STRIBLING, J H 
STRIBLING, J H 
REV OF E30'S60' 2, BK 2 
PLAT (1950) 
STRIBLING, JAY W 
WORTHEN, PAULL 
WORTHEN, PAULL 

PF1-HELP/PF2-RETURN/PF3-MENU/PF4-NEXT ACCT 
TAX-YRS= 

ADDRESS 
63-141 

(388-F-535) 
388-F-535 

117 W MAIN 

STATUS: M 

Y/BLT 0000 

00000000000 
ZTYP ZIP 

z 00000 
z 00000 
z 00000 
z 00000 
z 00000 
z 00000 
z 00000 
z 76020 
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10); state law prohibited the operation of a drinking .6 
establishment near a church. The original sanctuary , built by 
members in 1893-94, was a wood frame L-plan gabled structure. It 
is now incorporated into a larger complex which includes a 1950 
sanctuary with Gothic windows and a squared entry bell tower, a 
1956 educational wing built by Roy Parker and Carl Mccurdy and a 
large brick sanctuary designed by Robert L. Wright and Associates 
in 1974. Azle Christian Church received an Official Texas 
Historical Marker in 1980. 

6 
216 Church Street, House, c. 1900. This Gabled T-plan house with 
symmetrical side porches is a good example of a common historical 
house type in Tarrant County. It was probably built aroun d 1900. 

7 
301 Church Street [NR*J, Azle School / Azle Elementary School, 
1914; 1935-39; c. 1950. The first school on this 13-acre site was 
a two-story red brick English-style building constructed in 1914. 
The consolidation of many small schools in the area (including 
Parker County) into the Azle Common School District resulted in 
the construction of a new $40,000 stone veneer concrete building 
as a project of the Works Progress Administration (W.P.A.). Local 
sources indicate that the structure was designed by Withern 
Brothers, architects . The building opened in 1939. The old 
English-style school, sited to the north of the 1939 school, was 
enlarged and substantially altered duri n g the 1950s. The second 
story was removed, and the building was rock veneered. Azle 
School originally housed eleven grades, but is now used for 
elementary classes only . The 1939 structure may be eligible for 
the National Register based on its architectural quality and its 
important role in education for the region. The Azle school 
system received an Official Texas Historical Marker in 1982. 

8 
825 Dunaway Lane, Orman L. Kimbrough , Jr . House, 1936-37. Orman 
L. Kimbrough, Jr. built this multi-gabled stone house in 1936-37 
on farm land which had been in the family since 1879. The 
Kimbroughs operated a dairy business. The one-story house has a 
generally rectangular plan with an arched porch on the southeast 
corner beneath the transverse gable roof. According to family 
sources, B. Elam was the carpenter, and Roy Irby and Sons did the 
rock work on the house. 

9 
117 W. Main Street [NRJ , Walker Drug Store/Woodme n of the World 
Hall, 1900; c . 1931 . This large wood frame building with 
bracketed cornice and pointed parapet was built in 1900 by James 
Walker. Previously Walker had operated his store out of a smaller 
building on the same site constructed by Wig Reynolds . Reynolds 
sold the land and store to Walker in 1888 and, according to local 
sources, Walker had the older structure demolished and the 
current building constructed in 1900. The Woodmen of the World, 
Azle Camp No. 596 paid for the materials and construction of the 



second story of Walker's building. In 1906 Walker guaranteed 
rights to a separate entrance to the W. O.W. Camp and deeded the 
second story to them in recognition of the fact that they ''did 
heretofore in the year 1900 furnish material and pay for the 
building and erecting of the second story room over the store 
house of J.R. Wal ker.'' Walker constructed a small doctor's office 
for the local physician behind the main building in 1931. At that 
time, the building was also moved back from Main Street to 
provide needed right-of-way for road expansion. James H. and Byra 
Stribling purchased the property from Ida Walker in 1935 and 
operated a drug store here until 1963. The building is largely 
intact except for a remodeled storefront . As the oldest 
commercial structure on Main Street and as the oldest fraternal 
lodge hall in the area, the building appears to be eligible for 
the National Register. 

10 
124 W. Main Street, Jim Nation Building/Azle Historical Museum, 
c. 1937. Jim Nation purchased the land on which this building 
stands in 1937 and probably erected the two-story stone veneer 
structure shortly thereafter. A service station and general 
merchandise store were operated on the ground level , and the 
family lived upstairs . The building was sold in 1938 to Dan Orr 
and in 1945 to Mr. and Mrs . Ray Morton who operated a barber shop 
and a beauty shop here. The family in turn sold the building to 
the Azle Woman's Club, which subsequently gave it to the City of 
Azle for a public library. When the Azle Public Library moved to 
its new building on Southeast Par kway , the Azle Historical Museum 
organized a museum on the premises in 1976 . 

1 1 
165 W. Main Street [NRJ, William N. McDonald House, c . 1905. An 
older house was enlarged and remodeled into this gabled L-plan 
residence by William N. McDonald, proprietor of a mercantile 
business which opened on Main Street in 1906. The post office and 
First State Bank of Azle operated out of his store. McDonald, who 
also owned a cotton gin, moved to Fort Worth in 1914. Short 
Reynolds then managed McDonald's store. The one-story house is 
clad in narrow horizontal wood siding and has a porch in the 
angle of the L. Turned posts support the porch roof. The McDonald 
house appears to be eligible for the National Register based on 
its association with one of Azle's leading businessmen during the 
early 1900s and as a representative example of residential 
building traditions of the time. 

12 
168 W. Main Street , W.E. Sel don House, 1938 . Constructed in 1938 
for W.E. and Johnnie Seldon, this sma l l stone veneer house was 
designed by Mrs. Seldon and constructed by Will Tannahill. Mr. 
Beaty of Springtown was responsible for the rock wor k. The 
Seldons owned a service station and cafe next door on Main 
Street. The jerkin-headed shallow- sloped gable roofs are unusual 
for stone houses cf the period. 



YOUNGBLOOD 

CUSTOM HOMES 
LAKE PROPERTY 

OVERSIZED 
WOODED LOTS 

YOU CAN'T SEE 
THE HOUSES 

FOR THE TREES! 

444-5821 

Map of 
AZLE, TEXAS 

including 

EAGLE MOUNTAIN 
LAKE . 

Eagle Mountain Lah 

compliments of 

AZLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
165 W. Main 817 / "14-1112 Azle, Texas 76020 

© 1983 Map Revised 1988 

SOUTHWEST MAP DRAFTING & ADVERTISING, I C. 
2u t,9A-4"3 Garland, Texa• 7r,o42 

You Can Count On 
)4.Sl4} 

s 

AZLE 1 BANK 
E 

150 INDUSTRIAL 
P.O. BOX 736 

AZLE,TEXAS 

(817) 444-2525 



Azle Historical Society 
124 W. Main St. 
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A & M Greenhouse & Nursery 
12874 Stuart Rd. 

817-444-3848 

Call 
Allison Land & Cattle Co. 

817-444-7472 or 
817-677-2331 

Ash Creek Baptist Church 
300 S. Stewart 

817-444-3219 

Azle Chiropractic Clinic 
Dr. W. W. Schultz, Jr. 

817-444-4357 

Azle Florist 
409 N. W. Parkway 

817-444-3350 

Azle Manor 
225 Church Street 

817-444-2536 

Bubbarosa's Mexican Food 
Restaurant 
Hwy. 730 N 

817-444-6234 

Clark's Precision Machine 
& Tool 

636 Profit St. 

817-444-2533 

AZLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MAP 
SPONSORED BY THE FOLLOWING: 

Rae D. Cummins Real Estate & 
Construction Co. 

204 W. Main 

817-444-1758 

Diamond Super Market, Inc. 
605 Northwest Parkway 

817-444-2848 

Eagle Mountain Veterinary Clinic 
729 Boyd Road 

817-444-3289 

Emanuel Lumber Co., Inc. 
520 West Main 

817-444-2566 

First National Bank or Azle 
P.O. Box 868 

316 N. W. Parkway 

817-444-2504 

First United Methodist Church 
200 Church Street 

817-444-3323 

Dennis Flynn Insurance Agency 
252 Park Place 

817-444-1491 

Frames Things 
108 W. Main 

817-444-5311 

General Telephone Co. 
156 W. Main Street 

817-444-2551 

Harper & Assoc. Real Estate 
826 Southeast Parkway 

817-444-1080 

Harris Methodist Northwest 
Hospital 

108 Denver Trail 

817-237-8600 

Azle Chamber or Commerce 
P.O. Box 598 

817-444-1112 

Larry's Carpet 
12101 Jacksboro Hwy. 

817-237-7871 

Lauderdale's on the Lake 
"For Fun In Ihe Sun " 

Well's Burnett Rd. 

817-237-5588 

Lester's Pharmacy 
100 Denver Trail 

817-444-4205 

Frank Lonergan, M.D. 
Family Practice 
232 Park Place 

817-444-4351 

Mama's Pizza 
I 52 Park Place 
"We Deliver" 

817-444-2295 

Marshall C. Morrison, MD 
Internal Medicine 

229 Church St. 

817-444-6595 

Murr's Main Street Drug 
129 W. Main Street 

817-444-1377 

Nation Insurance Agency 
148 W. Main 

817-444-3333 

Northwest Standard 
6609 Jacksboro Hwy. 

817-237-8460 

Olney Savings 
108 Industrial 

817-444-3284 

Mitzi Pergrem 
State Farm Insurance 

328 W. Main 

817-444-1100 

Marie Pigg Real Estate 
1401 S. E. Parkway 

817-237-3338 

Azle Pastoral Counseling Center 
229 S. Stewart 

817-444-2929 

Ray M. Real Estate 
229 W. Main Street 

817-444-5511 

Joe Ride.r Propane, lnc. 
P.O. Box 917 

817-237-3325 

J. Scott Spitzer, Attorney 
103 E. Main 

817-444-3286 

TJ Machine & Tool Co. 
700 W. Main 

817-444-5548 

Tri County Plumbing & 
Electrical Supply 

500 Northwest Parkway 

817-444-3215 

Trinity Western Title Co. 
David Delfield, Attorney 

313 W. Main 

817-444-2595 

White's Azle Funeral Home 
105 Denver Trail 

817-444-3211 

Wudco Properties 
208 W. Main 

817-444-5779 
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AZLE, TEXAS 
POINTS OF INTEREST 

1. CffY HALL-POLICE 

· · · · · • • • · • •.••. F,G-7 
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CENTE R ••.••.• • ... F-7 
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· · · · · • • ·· - - . - • . . F-4 
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... · · • • ... ..A-8 
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· · · · ·• • · ••..••. f ,G -5 
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· · · · · • • ·· • • . .••... E-5 
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Azle: Where the living is easy. Surrounded by hills and trees and nestled on the shores of Eagle Mountain Lake, 
just 16 miles from metropolitan Fort Worth. Azle is located on the Tarront ond Porker County lines olong State 
Highway 199. 

Schools: With six campuses and 4,500 students, high ocademic and athletic standards with a 11ow teacher-student 
ratio keeps Azle students in the forefront of excellence recognized throughout the state. Students also enjoy 
community acce.ss to 15 schools of higher education. 

Health Care: Harris-Methodist-Northwest, affiliated with Harris Hospita l-Methodist is one of the finest community 
hospitals in Tarrant County. It serves th is large three county area and is respected by major faci lities in Fort 
Worth. A 127 bed skilled nursing home is centrally located within the city. 

Utilities: Azle has a ll the necessary utility service to support industry, commerce and housing in the area. 
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Recreation: Azle is the gateway to Eagle Mountain Lake with easy access to all North Texas Lakes, A new n 
library and historic museum attract area visitors as do western art co'llections and artists. 

Shopping Facilities: Convenient major shopping districts serve Azle residents as one of the fastest growing a 
the Metrop'lex. 

Housing Development: Azlewood Addition, Lake Ridge Addition and Snug Harbour are a few of the d, 
ments in wooded areas of Azle, 

Transportation: Within minutes of Interstates 20 and 35, Azle is only 20 minutes from Meachum Airfield c 
minutes from D/ FW Airport. 

Additional Informa tion: Be our guest and see what Azle hos to offer. Contact the Azle Chamber of Com 
P.O. Box 598, Azle, Texa s 76020 or coll (817) 444-1112. 
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Free 1 st Visit 
X-Rays, it needed, $10.00 each. 

For Pain Resulting From 
Work Injuries 
Auto Accident 

• Headache 
• Backache 
• Neck Pain 
• Dizziness 
• Ear Noises 
• Arm & Shoulder Pain 
• Numbness or Tingling 

You have nothing to lose 
but the pain! 

CALL 
Dr. W.W. SCHULTZ, JR., D.C., P.C. 

AZLE 
CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC 

444-HELP 
4357 

(Bring Th is Map With You) 

We go the extra mile 
for you! 

aulspa 

First National Bank of Azle 
316 Northwest Parkway • 

MEMBER FDIC 

444-2504 -@ -UNDU 
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