
TEXAS H I S T OR I CAL CO M MISS I ON 
P.O. BOX 12276 

January 30, 1995 

Susan Pritchett, Chair 
Tarrant QC 
Route 17, Box 283P 
Fort Worth, lX 76126 

RE: WEBB IW'TIST QURCH BUILDING 
27" x 42" marker w/ post 

AUSTIN. TEXAS 787 11-2276 

Job # 13295 Received: 01/23/95 

Dear Ms • Pritchett: 

512/463-6100 

We have received the above-referenced marker application. The application will be reviewed and evaluated 
by the Texas Historical Coomission staff in the order in which it was received. Currently, there is a 
three to four rronth wait between the tirr-e marker applications are received and evaluated . Because 
applications for Recorded Texas Historic landmark designations (Rntl) require an architectural review in 
addition to a historical evaluation, Rntl appl ications may take slightly longer. Should additional 
information be needed for the review, we will contact you and any parties listed belON at that tin-e. 
After any deficiencies have been corrected, we will send copies of the application to the namers of the 
State Marker Review Board, who will make the f inal detennination of the topic's acceptability for 
marking. 

We will notify all parties as soon as the Board makes its decision. If the topic is approved for 
marking, paynent will be requested at that tirr-e. If not approved, the application will be returned 
along with a letter of explanation. 

Because of the variables involved in the marker process, and because we lll.Jst coordinate our orders with 
the schedule of the contracting foundry, we suggest that the date of the marker dedication not be set 
until the coopleted marker is received. 

We appreciate the effort made to record this topic. Should there be any questions about the status of 
this marker appl ication, please contact n-e at 512/463-5853. 

Sincerely, ~ 

A'~~ 4/f p~ 
Egin.af. Kaase 
Office Manager 
Local Hi story Programs 

pc: .Gene Sloan 
Joye K. Evetts 

'Tfie State :Agency for J-fistoric :Preservation 



TARRANT COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

January 12, 1995 

Ms. Cynthia Beeman 
Texas Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin, TX 78711 

Dear Cynthia: 

Enclosed is an application for a Recorded Texas Historical Landmark for the Webb Baptist 
Church Building. The Webb Baptist Church Building is now owned by the Webb Fraternal 
Organization who is sponsoring the historical marker. The sponsor plans to involve the church 
congregation and others in the community in the dedication ceremony. 

We are pleased to recommend this application. 

Sincerely, 

Joye K. Evetts 
Marker Chairman 
4400 Idle.dell 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 

cc: Mrs. Susan Pritchett, Chairman 



Arl'LICATION FonM 
0HICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER 

This marker is for (title or subject): · Webb Baptist Church Building 

County: Tarrant 
Marker location (street address and city, or specific directions from nearest town on state highway map): 

7000 z,1eteldt , Arlington, TX 76018 

Distance and direc tion of marker topic from m.irker site (if applic,1bk): 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

APPROVAL OF CO UNIT HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

The application and narrative history must be approved by the county historical commission before forwarding to 
the Texas Historical Commission. 

Chairperson's Sign a tu re: _______ ________ Date: ___ J_a_n_u_a_ry.:...__1 _2'-, _1_9_9_5 _____ _ 

Address: Route 17 Box 283P, Fort Worth, TX 76126 Phone: (817) 244-3369 

The CHC chnir aulo111ntically will receive all copies of correspondence regarding this marker proj,:ct . 

PERMISSION OF OWNER FOR MARKER PLACEME 'T 
Permission for placement of a marker must be obtained by the property owner. Please provide the name of a 
contact person if the owner is an institution, organization, or public entity. This section need not be completed if 
the marker is to be placed on right-of-way maintamed by the Texas Department of Tr,rnsportation. 

Name: Webb Fraternal Organization 
Contact person (if applicable): -"""'G..,e..:..:n-=e'---"'S-=-1..;;;;.o=a-'--'-n _______________________ _ 
Mailingaddress: 7000 Zuefeldt, Arlington, Texas 76018 

----------,,..------~--- --------- Phone: ( 81 7) 4 72-6088 

O<.~i gna tu re:..-: L,,,.....:;~~4 ~c~~~:::::::._1~C~o~m!._1__1m...!..i ~t t~e~e~C::.!.h~a!...!i...!..r~m~a.!2.n___2...:fo~r!........!H.!....1~· s~t::o~r....!.i~c~a.!....1 ....:M~a:::r~k~e~. r-'....;)~_ 

Do you wish to receive copies of all correspondence concerning this marker application? ;O Yes O No 

To whom should the request for payment be addressed? 

Name: Webb Fraternal Organization - Attention· Gene Sloan 
(Provide contact person if payee is an institution, organization, or public entity.) 

Mailing address: 700D Z11efe] dt, Ar] i ngtoo, TX 76018 
__________________ _ _ _ _ _ __ Phone: (817) 472-6088 

Does this person wish to receive copies of all other corrcspvndoicc canccrni11g this npplit-atian? 9 Yes O No 

Is there anyone else to whom all correspondence concerning this marker application should be addressed? 

(One additional name and address only, please.) 

Name: Joye K. Evetts 
Mailing address: _ _ 4_4_0_0_1 d_le_d_e_l_l ___________________________ _ 

Fort Worth, TX 76116 Phone: ( 817) 244-1232 ----- ----------'------------------

(en-er) 



SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 
In order to facilitate delivery of the mark.er, m·ithcr post offiCl' bm. numb1:rs nor rur,11 roull' nurnl>ns can be accepted. If the 
m.irker is to he placed on the highway rfght-of-way, it will be shippt•d din•ctly to the district highway engineer. 

Name: Webb Fraternal Organizatio~□~------
Strcet addrC'SS: 7000 ZuefeLdt..._.Arlin_g.t.Ofi+__Texas 76Ql8_ __ _ 
Phon~ (817) 472-6088 

TYPE AND SIZE OF MARKER DESIRED (pll'asc check one only) 

Subject Markers 

This type of marker is solely educational in nature and conveys no legal restrictions lo the property. Subject markers arc 
appropriate for topics such as cemeteries, church congreg.itions, businesses, persons, events, and institutions. These markers 
should not be attached to buildings. If the marker is lo be attached to a surface other than the foundry-provided post, please 
provide the requested information in the space below. 

0 16 .. x 12" grave marker (comes with mounting bar) 

0 27' x 42" marker with post 
0 27" x 42" marker without post (sec below) 
0 18 .. x 28 .. marker with post 
0 18 .. x 28" marker without post (sec below) 

S225 
S750 
S700 
S450 
S400 

If not on post, to what (block of granite, gatepost, etc.) will the marker be attached? _ _ _____________ _ 

Type of material? (wood, stone, etc.) - - --------------- --- - ----------- -

Recorded Tex.is Historic Landmark Markers 

Markers conveying the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL) designation arc rl'Scrvcd solely for historic structures 
deemed worthy of preservation for their architectural integrity and historical associations. The RTHL designation docs carry a 
measure of leg.ii protection for the structure (sec Marker Policies 13 through 18) .ind for that reason we must have a legal 
description (lot and block numbers) for the property to be designated. The most commonly u sed marker for conveying this 
design;ition is the medallion nnd plate (also referred lo as a building marker); however, the 18" x 28" or 27" x 42" size marker 
may be ordered for those who wish a greater amount of historical informJtion to appenr in the marker text. Careful attention 
should be paid so as not to damage historic building material if the marker is to be mounted directly onto the structure. The 
THC staff can provide alternate ideas for mounting upon rt·qucst. . 

0 Med.:illion and 16" x 12" plate with post ~ "fo O 

::J Medallion and 16" x 12" plate without post (sec below) S,;oo- 3 5o 
}(2T x 42" marker \,·ith post · S-~ 8So 
0 2T x 42" marker without post (sec below) s;.oo- ff,," 
':l 18" x 28" marker with post S45tr o £,, 
0 18" x 28" marker without post (sec below) S400- 5 <>0 

If not on post, to what (building, ptc, etc.) will the marker be attached? ___________________ _ 
Type of material? (wood, stone, etc.) ________________________________ _ 

LEG~L DJSCRIPTION OF PROPER 
, . re.~~ ~ 

Before font•ardi11g your material to the Texas Historical Commission, please check to make sure you've i11cluded the fo1low
ing items. Incomplete a11plicatio11s cannot be considered a11d may be retunred to tire applicant. 

✓ completed application form signed by the county historical commission 
✓ n.:irr.:itive history with footnotes and bibliography 
✓ photograph of the proposed marker location 
✓ map indicating marker location and other sites related to the marker topic 
✓ historic photo of property and current photographs of all elevJtions (RTHL markers only) 
✓ lcgJl description of property (!UHL markers 01:Iy) 
✓ floor ptins ([UHL ma rkcrs on! y) 

Mail completed application~ to: 
Local His tory Programs, Texas Historical Commission 

P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711-2276 
512/463-6100 

Additional itl·ms, inrluding papl•rwcii;hts, dirl'Clional signs, and replacement p;irts fur 19>£, markers, arc available. Please 
contact the Loe.ii I li~t,,ry l'rogr.im~ office for a Sl'p.1r,1tc ordl•r f(1n11. 



WEBB BAPTIST CHURCH BUILDING 
By 

Gene Sloan, Committee Chairman 
Webb Fraternal Organization 

7000 Zuefeldt 
Arlington, Texas 76018 

(817) 468-9992 
( 81 7 ) 4 7 2 - 6 O 8 8 ( Res ) 

Constructed in 1907, the Webb Baptist Church 

building served the congregation for 83 years until it 

was sold in 1990 to the Webb Fraternal Organization for 

use by the Webb Masonic Lodge, No. 1454. 

Webb , Texas, a small farming community located in 

the southeast corner of Tarrant County, started around 

1900 as a rural village. After nearly thirty years it 

only had sixteen residences , two smal l general stores , 

a soft-drink stand, a six room school house, and a 

cotton gin. 

The nearest churches were in Mansfield, Arlington 

or Rehobeth and each at leas t nine miles away . Travel 

over that seemingly short distance was much more 

difficult for the residents of that day especially 

considering the effect of rain on the black dirt roads 
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of the reg i on . Residents of Webb soon realized the 

need for their own church. At a revival meeting held 

by Reverend I . L . Rowden , a Methodist minister from 

Mansfield , along wi t h a few members from the struggling 

Pleasant Ri dge Baptist Ch urch, decided to organi ze the 

Webb Baptist Church . 

Brother Arch Collins , a Baptist minister from 

Arlington , was asked to help organize the new church 

and baptize those converted in the recent revi val . The 

c hurch was organized on September 9, 1906 with about 

thirty (30) charter members . 1 M. C . Jackson was cal led 

as the first pastor and held services every third 

Sunday. 

A building fund was the first order of business for 

the new church and under Pastor Jackson ' s leadership , 

they purchased a lot from Dan Zeufeldt , a church 

member , for $300 . 00 . 2 Plans were soon made to erect a 

building . The present auditorium was completed in the 

summer of 1907. The auditorium served as Sunday School 

rooms by pul l ing burlap curtains across a section . It 

was divided in four sections for separate Sunday School 

- 2-



classes. 

The first Ladies Aid and Missionary Society was 

organized on March 27, 1908. 3 Mrs. Lummus, President; 

Mrs . Nathan Lowe, Vice-President; and Mrs . Ida Mae 

Ervin, Secretary, led the women in increasing the 

membership from the original nineteen to thirty 

members. The ladies assisted the church by raising 

money for altar chairs, carpets, tables and the 

repainting of the church windows . 

During the next twenty years, the pulpit was filled 

by a series of part-time pastors, many of whom were 

students at the Southwestern Baptist Seminary who left 

the area after graduation. Roger Pryor, a returning 

veteran from World War I, was called as pastor in 1919 . 

During his pastorate the church membership was 114 and 

attendance in Sunday School averaged 55. 4 

In the fall of 1927, the Pastor, George Mccraw 

died, leaving the pulpit vacant for eight months, 

during which time the work became disorganized and the 

church declined. On August 3, 1928, Dr. J.M. Price of 

Southwestern Baptist Seminary, began what was to be the 

-3-



longest running pastorate in the history of Webb 

Baptist Church. 5 His e xpertise and unceasing efforts 

were applied to reorganizing the church , its program 

and financial base . By 1930 Sunday School attendance 

had doubled and preaching services were once again held 

twice each month . 6 By 1935 Webb Baptist Church was 

again stable and growing. By 1945 , in the midst of 

World War II, church membership increased to over 200 

and Sunday School attendance averaged 100. 7 

Due to increased attendance, addit i onal space was 

needed . In 1947 a two-story educational wing , 

consisting of eight rooms and a baptistery, was added 

to the west end of the original structure at a cost of 

$5,901.00 . 8 

Dr. J . M. Price , who retired from the pastorate in 

September of 1949, 9 was followed by Riley W. Eubank and 

James Hester, both of whom were Southwestern Baptist 

Theo logical Seminary students. In August of 1954, a 

separate facility was constructed to house a kitchen 

and dining/meeting area . 

-4-



Other pastors followed , and in 1976, Rev. Jim 

Aldridge became the first full time minister at Webb 

Baptist Church which had reached an all-time high 

resident membership of 221. 10 

The expanding City of Arlington annex ed the 

community of Webb in 1985. 

The church building continued to serve the needs of 

the congregation until the late 1980s when the members 

decided to relocate to a five-acre site on the main 

road into the Webb community, approximately one-quarter 

mile from the present site, and to change their name to 

the First Baptist Church of Webb. 11 

On July 25, 1990, the members unanimously approved 

the sale of the old church property located at 7000 

Zuefel dt, Arlington, Texas to the Webb Fraternal 

Organization . 12 The sale was finalized by the signing 

of the warranty deed by the trustees on October 5, 

1990 . 

The original 1907 sanctuary was constructed in the 

shape of a cross with an east front entry , west pulpit 

area and wings to the north and south to accommodate 

-5-



additional seating , if needed . Matching exterior wood 

siding was used on the Sunday School area which was 

added to the west end of the sanctuary in 1947. The 

original entrance was through an east door in the bell 

tower. In 1956-57, the entry was moved to a foyer on 

the east side . The foundation and structure were not 

affected . 

The building ' s pier-and-beam foundation is sound . 

The wooden piers under the sanctuary area appear to be 

bois d'ark . Recently some square nails were found in 

the attic by some electricians who were upgrading the 

wiring. All the windows in the building are of wood 

sash, four-pane construction. The roof is steep and 

its structure is good. 

The church building and grounds are in good 

condition and the building is presently occupied by the 

Webb Masonic Lodge, No. 1454 , Arlington, Texas. 

The Webb Baptist Church building, constructed in 

1907 , is thought to be the oldest in- tact church 

structure in southeast Tarrant County. It served the 

needs of the church congregation continuously for 83 

-6-



years until it was sold in 1990 to the Webb Fraternal 

Organizat ion. Since then, careful refurbishing has 

preserved the integrity of the structure which has 

found new use as the meeting place of the Webb Masonic 

Lodge, No. 1454 . 

- 7 -
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Church " , Fort Worth, Texas, November 21, 198 5 , 
pgs . 1 and 2 . 

Tarrant County Deed Records , Vol. 10083 , pg. 0749. 

Minute Book of the Ladies Aid and Missionary 
Society, 1908-1917 , p. 1 . 
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SOUTHWESTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINAR Y 

. SCHOOL Or THEOLOGY 

A HISTORY OF WEBB BAPTIST CHURCH 

SUBMITTED TO PAUL GRITZ 

IN PARTIAL FULFIL LM ENT OF THE 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE COURSE . 
BAPTIST HISTORY 

171-444 

SECTION E 

DAVE TINCHER 

NOVEMBER 21," 1985 
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1906 to 1915 

Webb, Texas, a small farming community located in the south

east corner of Tarrant county was started around 1900. The rural 

village has always been small in area and population. After 

nearly thirty years it only had sixteen residences, two sma l l 

general stores, a soft-drink stand, a six-room school house, and 

a cotton gin. 1 

The nearest churches were in Mansfield, Arlington, or 

Rehobath and each at ieast nine miles away. Travel over that 

seemingly short distance was much more difficult for the 

residents of that day especially considering the effect of rain 

on the black dirt roads of the region. Residents of Webb soon 

realized the need for their own church. At a revival meeting 

held by Reverend I. L. Rowden, a Methodist minister from Mans

fie l d, at the school house a number of adults in the community 

were converted. As a result som e of the Baptist s , a long with a 

few memb e rs from the strugg l ing Pl e asant Ri d g e Bapt i st Chur c h; 

decided to organize the Webb Baptist Church. 2 

Brother Arch Collins, a Baptist minister from Arl i ngton, .w9 ? .... 

asked to help organize th e new Chu r ch and baptize those c o nverted 

in the recent revival. The church was organized on September 9, 

1J. M. Price, notes on We bb Ba ptist Church,1948. 

2 Unknown, History of Webb Baptist Church (mimeographed) ; · 



1906 with about thirty charter members. M. C. Jackson was called 

asthefirstpastor an~ held serviceseverythird Sunday. 3 

A building fund was tli.e first order of business for the new 

church and soon, und-er Pastor Jackson's leadership, they purcha~ . 

sed a lot from Dan Zeufeldt, a church member, for $300.00. 

were soon made to erect a building. The present auditoriu~, 

Pl-ans 

without the foyer; was completed in the summer of 1907. Rev. 

P. M. Murphy, of Dallas, preached the dedication service of the 

debt-free building only a few months before pastor Jackson's 

resignation in.1908. 4 

The church was without a pastor for most of the next year 

before calling J. N. Hunt in 1909. Pastor Huni served the church · 

for six years and led them to nearly double the membership. 5 

Most members lived in the surrounding countryside and would have 

to travel over poorly maintained dirt roads to reach the church 

each service. J. N. !lunt resigned the pastorate in 1914 and was 
'. .. 

remembered as having helped to build the church, both in numbers 

and spiritual strength . Webb was again without a pastor for most 

of the next year except for a sl1ort per iod of service by Reverend 

Sypes. 6 

3Unknown, History of Webb Baptist Church (mimeographed). 

4 · b·d 1 1 • 

5 ·b·d l l • 

6 Much of the ear 1 y i. n for 111 n t ion, such i.l s ch ;1 r L 1~ r 111 em hers, 
exact dates of pastors service and names of ec3rly ch urch officers 
were destroyed in a fire at the Zu~feldt home. 

' ) 



The first . Ladies Aid and Missionary Society was organized on 

March 27, 1908. Mrs. Lummus, President; Mrs. Nathan Lowe, Vice-

President; and Mrs. Ida Mae Ervin, Secretary, soon led the women 

in increasing the membership from the original nineteen to thirty 

members. The ladies assisted the church by raising money for 

Alter chairs, car~ets, tables, and the repainting of the ihu'fch 

windows. 7 

7Unknown, history. 

3 



1916 to 1925 

In 1916 the church doubled the number of preaching services 

and met for preaching on the first and third Sundays when E. D. 

Reece was called as pastor. He was remembered as a great pastor, 

a good singer and one of the best mixers in the history of Webb 

Baptist Church at , the time of his resignation in 1919. 1 Brother 

Reece also served as the pastor of Tate Springs Baptist Church for 

one year during his time as Webb. 

A returning veteran from World War I, Roger Pryor was called 

a s p a s t o r d u r i n g t h e 1 a t t e r p a r t o f 1 9 1 9 a n d s e r v e d f o r a 1 m o s" t ' 

two years. During Reverend Pryer's pastorate the church member

sh i p w a s 1 1 4 an d a t ten d·a n c e i n Su n d a y Sc ho o 1 a v e raged f i f t -y - .f i v e 

members per week. 2 

Following Roger Pryer's resignat io n the church called C. A. 

Todd who served un til May 14, 1923. Church membership a nd alten-

dance remained about the 

ser vic es were still held 

same 

on a 

d u r i n g B r o t h e r T o d d ' s rn i n i s t r y· a n d 

half - time basis. 3 

Preparing for worsh ip services in 1922 was much more 

difficult than it is today. Careful thought had to be given tc 

insure there would be sufficient heat anc! light Lo conduct the 

1Miss Lizzy Duval, interview in her home , November 1 0 , 1985. 

2Minutes of Tarrant Baptist Association, l 9 1 9 • 

3Minutes o f Ta rr ant Baptist. Associc1tio n, 1923 . 

!., 
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service . .. An item from one of the church's early business 

meetings explains the differences: 

Webb Baptist church met in regular conference on 
the eleventh day of November, 1922 transacting 
any business which might come before the church. 
A motion was made that the church should raise 
enough money to ~uy 100 pounds of carbide to 
fill the lights. . 

F. L. Huffstetler, a student at Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary was called as the next pastor but only 

served the church for six months before he resigned. Member-

ship and attendance dropped to its lowest point since the church 
. 

was organized. The situation improved some with the calling of 

L. T. Grantham who served from February 10, 1924 until February 

26, 1926, but the church continued to struggle and it was felt 

that much of the instability was due to the frequent changes in 

leadership. A majority of the pastors were students at the 

semi nary and usually le[t the field upon graduation . 5 

4Jean Hester, A h istory of Webb Baptist Church.1955. 

5Miss Lizzy Duval, interview . 



1926 to 1935 

The third decade of the church began an era of longterm 

stability and growth. The first few years were much the same as 

the preceeding ten with leadership, though effective, of short 

duration. Rev. George McCraw was called as pastor on Septemb~r 

10, 1926 and served until his death in October of 1927. 1 Webb 

Church was without a pastor for approximately eight months. 

During that time the work became disorganized and the church had 

become all but deserted. Pigeons were roosting in the auditorium 

and the situation seemed all but hopeless. 2 

During July of 1928, C. R. Bullock, Tarrant Association 

Missionary, brought Dr. J. M. Price, of Southwestern Baptist . 

Theological Seminary, to the church to conduct a study course. 

The membership was so moved by Dr. Price that they voted to 

extend a call as pastor. Dr. Price turned down the call and two 

subsequent calls. The fourth call was accepted by Dr. Price and 

on August 3, 1928 h e began what was to be the longest running 

pastorate in the history of Webb Baptist Church. 3 

The task before Dr. Price was much the same as starting a 

new work. He applied his expertice and unceasing effort to 

1Unknown, history. 

2Jean Hester, history. 

3 U n k n ow n , h j s L 1) r y • 



reorganize the church, its program · and the financial base. : .The 

first task was to rebuild and stablize the membership. He then 

helped the church to establish a Sunday School to keep the people 

growing during the weeks when there was no preaching service. Dr. 

Price only preached on the third Sunday of each month. The 

visitation efforts of Dr. Price demonstrated his dedic~tion -~6 -

God's work. He averaged six visits per Sunday in the homes in 

the community and surrounding area. whether they were Baptist or 

not. 4 

By the second year church att■endance was reaching seventy

five with an average of thirty-eight attending Sunday School. By 

1930 the Sunday School attendance had doubled and preaching 

services were once again held twice each month. 5 By 1935 Webb 

Baptist Church was once again stable and growing and one of the 

leading country churches in the area. 

One of the most difficult tasks facing Dr. Price was the 

need to stabalize the financial basis of the church during the 

depression. He pursuaded the members tu adopt a budget bur that 

novel idea was soon rejected. Undaunted , Dr. Price again 

pursuaded the church to adopt and follo w a budget. The opposi

tion was overcome gradually by allowing t he people to contribute 

c <1 s h o r p r o v i s i o n s o n a w e c k 1. y , m o n t h l y , a n n u a 1 o r d e s i g n d t e d 

bas i s . 6 Dr . Pr i c e ta u g h t the c h u r c h how t o be f i n a n c i a 1.1 y .. 

4J. M. Price, notes. 

5Minutes of Tarrant Baptist Association, 193 0. 

6Jean Hester, history. 
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responsible by his own example. He insisted that all bills be 

pa i d e v en b e f ·o r e h i s s a 1 a r y w a s p a i d , a n d t h i s w a s d u r i n g t he 

depression years when his salary at the seminary had also been 

reduced. 7 

7Miss Lizzy Duval, interview. 



1936 to 1945 

The second decade of Dr. Price's ministry saw the church 

grow numerically, sp i ritually and financially. By 1944, t he 

membersh i p had doubled since he began his pastorate. During much 

of the time Dr. Price was serving at Webb, he was also pastor at 

the Bapt i st Church in Mansfield. He resigned the Mansfield · 

pastorate in 1941 and in 1945 bega_n holding fu l ltime preaching 

service~ at Webb. 1 

Throughout h i s pastorate, Dr. Price led the church i n giving 

to outside causes. During his f irst year t he church gave only 

$27.43 to all outs i de causes. By 1944, the church's outs i de 

g i ving wa s more th e t h ir t ee n t i mes the a mount giv e n t h a t f ir st 

ye ar. I n 1941, t he c hur c h als o bega n gi vi n g $5 0 . 0 0 per yea r to 

Afr ic an Mi ss i on a ry, Ch r isty Pool as wel l as o th e r u n na me d missi on 

p ro je c ts . 2 

The com mun it y o f Wehb was sti l l a s mall far mi ng to wn with 

little nu me r ical gro wth . The dis persed po pul atio n and unimp r oved 

r o a d s ma d e i t d iffi cul t t o effect a ny lar g e s c a l e i ncr eaase in the 

mem bership. Through his inf l ue nce Hn d persistent effort, Dr . 

Price succeeded in getti.ng the roa d graveled f rom the highw<e1y to 

1Mi nu tes of Ta r ra nt Baptist Associatio n, 1945 . 

2Jean Hester , h istory . 



the church. 3 This greatly increased ~he ability for members to 

attend church services on rainy days. 

Although no new structures were added to the building, much 

effort was given to beautifying the grounds. Various classei 

were assigned different sides of the building to landscape. 

Pecan and fruit trees were planted for shade through the efforts 

of members led by Mr. Frye and Mr. Pool. 4 

The membership maintained the building and continually 

worked to make it more suitable for worship. In 1943 a butan~ 

heating system was installed, and the need for regular church 

action · to replenish the carbide s~pply was etiminated when 

electric lights were installed. Continual upgrading was done to 

the interior of the church such as new pews, paint, and art paper 

which gave the windows a stained glass effect. 5 

3Jean Hester, history. 

4 ·b ·d l l , 

SJ . M. p . ric e , notes . 
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1946 to 1955 

Dr. Price was very active during the last few years at Webb 

and the church was blessed. He had led the church to a 

membership of over 200 and developed a Sunday School which 

averaged 100 in attendance his last year. Dr. Price gave much 

credit to those who worked closely with him those years; Ira 

Holland and George Willis, Sunday School superintendants; 

Leatrice Lloyd, Training Union director; and Miss Lizzie Duval, 

Sunday School secretary and church treasurer for ov~r t .wentY ...... . 

years. 1 

Webb Baptist Church grew steadily and soon additional · 

educational space was needed. A two-story educational buil~ing, 

consisting of eight rooms and a baptistry was added in 1947 at a 

cost of $5,901.00. When completed, the debt-free structure was 

ded ica ted by State Missions Secretary , J. Howard Williams. 2 

The next step in Dr. Price's vision was for a 11 pastorium" 

w h i c h w o u l d a 1 1 o w f o r t h e p a s t o r t o 1 i v e o n t h e f i e 1 d • H i ·s 1 a s t 

official act was to lead the church in building a parsonage in 

194 9 at a cos L of $ 3, 6 0 9 . 9 3. Dr. S. F. Davis, of the Home ·~is s 'i 'on.. · · ·· · 

Board, preached the dedication service of the debt-free bui l d ing 

in September of 1949. Tarr a n t County moderator and pas to r o[ 

lJ. M. Pri ce , note s . 

2Jean !lester, history . 

l 1 
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Evans Avenue Baptist Church, Ft. Worth, was also present and 

delivered the charge to nine new deacons who were ordained the 

same afternoon as the dedication. 3 

Dr. J.M. Price retired from the pastorate in September of 

1949. His many years of sacrificial service helped to build a 

strong work that has continued for many years. He is credited 

w~th keeping the church alive through those f~rst rebuilding 

years of the depression. 4 His skills and the p~inciples that he 

taught his students at the seminary were demonstrated in the 

development of Webb Baptist Church during his twenty-one years of 

leadership. 

Riley W. Eubank , a student at SWBTS, was called as pastor in 

October of 1949 and served until August 31, 1953. The church 

numbered approximately one hundred and seventy residents and 

averaged 112 attending Sunday School. Under pastor Eubank 's 

leadership a full time choir director was called and the church 

began giving 10% of the income to the Cooperative Program. 5 

A g a r a g e a n d b r e e z e w a y w a s a d d e d t o. t h e pa s t o r ' s " h 9 ·m f c:i·s 

well as a new pulpit and c~Jir chai rs. · Realizing t he pot~ntial 

of the church, Reverend Eubank's started a building fund for 

additional educational space. 6 

3 The Visitor, Septemb~r 30 , 1949, vol. 22, no. 30 . 

4Miss Lizz ie DuvRl, intervie w. 

5Jean Hester , history. 

6 unknown, history. 
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A few months after the resig~ation of R.E. Eubanks, another 

SWBTS student, James Hester was called as pastor. 

November of 1953 until February 5, 1956. Under his leadership 

the church maintained its stable attendance and membership 

strength. The giving of the church reached an all time high of 

$14,613.00 in 1955. 7 

.Pastor Hester followed the efforts · of Brother Elibanks · aod ·· 

led the church in construction of new educational space. In 

August of 1954, construction of new facilities consisting of two 

assembly areas, five classrooms, a kitchen, and two restrooms was 

started. The completed addition was dedicated on November 7, 

1954 by Dr. J. M. Price. 

building was retired.a 

Within six months the debt on the new 

James Hester was remembered and well liked by the membership 

of Webb Baptist Church. Following his graduation he served in 

other pastorates, with the Foreign Mission Board, denominational 

positions and is presently the pastor of Arl. in g ton Christian 

Center, Arlington, Texas.a 

7Minutes of Tarrant Baptist Association, 1955. 

aUnknown, history. 

9Jarnes Hest e r, Bapti s t Bi o graphy Dat a Fo t m, 1985 . 



1956 to 1965 

On April 1, 1956, J.M. McDonald was called as the next 

pastor of the church. He served until January of 1959 before 

resigning. Attendance was still strong and the church continued 

to grow. Brother McDonald was described as a skilled carpenter 

as well as an effective pastor. He is credited with doing much 

of the work in building the foyer on the front part of the sanc

tuary.1 

During Reverend McDonald's pastorate, C. S. Aycock serv.ed as 

music director, Sunday School superintendant, and Training Union 

director. This multitalented individual was called by the church 

a s pa s t o r a f t e r M c Do n a 1 d ' s . . 1 ea v i n g . C. - S. Aycock served •the 

church from February 15, 1959 until September 1, 1960. 2 The next 

pastor to serve at Webb was James Glisson. He was called on 

October 2, 1960 and helped the church to maintain stable growth 

until his resignation on November 25 , 1962. 3 

The church was without a pastor for four months until Eugene 

Hoover was called on April 7, 1963. Under Brother Hoov er's 

leadership the church again made significant steps in growth and 

expansion of church facilities. The church reached its . highest 

1Mrs. Liz Sloan,Intcrvi ew on October 10, 1985~ 

2Minutes of Tarrant Baptist Association, 1960. 

3rarrant Baptist As sociatio n records. 

1 4 



membership in its history at 309; however, only 195 of those were 

resident members. Sunday School attendance averaged 106 per 

week. 4 Reverend Eugene Hoover also helped the church to increase 

educational space for the third time by having an old army 

barracks brought to the church and then refurbishing it to meet 

the church's need for classrooms. 5 

Reverend Hoover is credited with being the first pastor to 

really see the potential for growth in Webb and how that would 

impact the church in the future. While Webb was still a small 

farming community and experiencing very little growth, the city 

of Arlington was continuing to grow and he realized that people 

would someday begin to move to the area. 6 For thirty-five years 

Eugene Hoover has pastored various churches. Re is presently 

pastor of Memorial Baptist in Temple, Texas and states that he 

loves being a pastor. 7 

4Minutes of Tarrant Baptist Association, 1965. 

5Miss Lizzy Duval an d Mrs. Liz Sloan, interviews. 

6Mrs. Joy ce Winkle, Interview on November 12, 1985. 

7Eugene Hoover, Baptist Biography Data form, 1985. 
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1966 to 1975 

After sixty years of growth and ministry the church began to 

make some plans concerning its future which · would help tp.decide 

the direction it was to take. Charles Fox was called as pastor 

on September 4, 1966 and he served the church until February 2, 

19 7 2. Pastor Fox served as pastor longer than any other pastor 

in the church, with the noteable· exception of J. M. Price. A 

s t u d en t a t S W BT S , Ch a r 1 e s Fox h e 1 p e d t he c h u r c h t o rn ·a i n t a i . n ·a 

stable, vibrant ministry. 1 

The next pastor to serve Webb Baptist Church was Sammy 

Jones. He was called in July of 1972 and remained until April 

19, 1974. Although his ministry was short he helped lead the 

members to a decision which was critical to the future of the 

church. Durin g his time the church decided to purchase five 

acres of land fro m J"u.ne :.:i ro1~n for the purpose of eventually 

e r e c t i n g a n e w b u .i I. d i n g . T h e s i t e i s o n t h e m a i n r o a d i n t o W e b b 

and approximately one-quarter of a mile north of the existing 

facility. 2 

Another mi lestone was rea c hed in the church's history during 

the pastorate of Jim Adlri.dge. Reverend Aldridge was cal'led on 

September 1, 1974. \~ i t h i n 1 e s s t ha n t w o y e a r s , o n J u n e 9 , 1 9 7 6 

1charles Fox, Baptist Biography Data form, 1985. 

2Mrs. Liz Sloan, in te rview . 



the church voted to have Brother Aldridge_begin serving the 

church on a full time basis. 3 As the church's 'first full ,time 

pastor he led them to an all time high resident membership of 221 

and giving of $17,789 in 1975. 4 

· 3 Minutes of Webb Baptist Church business meeting, June 9, 
1976. 

4Minutes of Tarrant Baptist Association, 1975. 
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1976 to 1985 

The last decade saw a number of changes at Webb Baptist 

Church. Some changes were a repeat of those seen earlier such as 

significant fluctuation in membership and attendance or the short 

term service of several pastors. Other changes were a reflection 

of those dedicated believers who seemed to realize that God had a 

purpose for their faithfulness and service these many years. 

Following Pastor Aldridge's resignation the church called 

Wayne Flory as pastor. The parsonage was repaired for his use 

and he took to the field on March 6, 1977 1 and remained until 

April l, 1981. 2 Membership remained steady but attendance fell 

off some from previous years. A much more significant factor was 

the dramatic increase in the giving to the church and its result

ing financial stability. 3 

One of the major decisions made during Pastor Flory's 

ministry concerned the previously purchased five acre tract of 

land. Following the fluctuation in attendance and possibly due 

to the frequency with which pastor's had been leaving, some 

members proposed that the potential building site be sold and the 

money placed into the church treasury. The original 

1Minutes of Webb Baptist Church, February], 1977. 

2Minutes of Webb Baptist Church, April 1, 1981. 

3Minutes of Tarrant Baptist Association, 1980. 
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recommendation- was tabled but was soon brought up again. On 

November 19, 1978 the church voted to reject the offer to se~l 

the five acres and retain possession of the property for a future 

building site. The church voted to pay off the balance of ihi 

loan in November of 1980. 4 

Although the pastorate of James C. Cloud was short, 

September 23, 1981 to Octobe·r 2, 1983, some very significant 

decisions were made. The church continued to emphasise 

stewardship and the financial st~bility continued to increase. 

The Lord also provided for the needs of the church in more 

unusual ways such as the Mr. Gee fund. A local merchant who was 

not a member of the church, Mr. Gee would stop by periodicall ,y ,.. 

and present the church with cash gifts of several hundred dollars 

to be used as they needed. On many occasions the Mr. Gee fund 

was used to help establish or maintain a particular ministry. 5 

Pastor Cloud proposed to the church that it change its name 

to the First Baptist Church of Webb, but the motion was tabled. 

The church eventually decided they would register the name to 

secure it for possible use in the future; however, they were not 

ready for such a change at that time. 6 In an effort to respond 

to the decreasing attendan ce the church purchased signs to place 

4 Mrs. Joyce Winkle, interview and Minutes of Webb Baptist 
Church, November 19, 1978 and November 16, 1980. 

5 Mrs. Liz Sloan and Le sley Sloan, interview, October 10, 
1985. 

6Minutes of Wehb Baptist Church, October 14, 1981. 

l 9 



on the main road to announce to the growing communitf their 

presence. 

The last several years have been the most exciting time.s for. 

the church because a tremendous potential for growth can be · seen. · 

The City of Arlington has continued to grow and has now 

incorporated most of the community of Webb. Along with the 

expansion of Arlington is the increase of many new homes in 

the immediate area. Within five miles of the church are hundreds 

upon hundreds of homes, newly bu~lt or under construction. Tbe 

growth is steadily approaching Webb like a Jaugernaut. 

Following the resignation of Reverend James Cloud the church 

was without leadership until Rev. Jim Edwards began serving as 

interim pastor in January of 1984. Pastor Edwards' ministry has 

been a period of major growth which has helped to cement the 

direction of the church. The church issued Brother Edwards a 

c a 11 t o f u l l t i 10 c s e r v i c e o n J u n e 2 4 , 1 9 8 4 a n d h e a c c e p t e d o n 

July 1, 1984. 7 

During the last several years the church has grown in a 

number of major areas . They ha ve ac hieved financial stability, 

increased the pastoria l ministries staff by adding paid part time 

positions of Assistant Pastor an d Minister of Youth to the 

existing position of Music director. New ministries such as the 

puppet ministry and Clowns for Christ ministry have involved 

youth and adults in evangelistic outreach. 8 Of major 

7Minutes of Webb Baptist Church, July 1, 1985 . 

80 1·. 11 "D oc " "Il l I) r~I ( (!I0.111 , T n t c r v i. e w on No v e Ill I> t ! r I 5 , 



significance is an increase in attendance to an average of more 

than one hundred per week since pastor Edwards came on the field. 

0 n June 1 2 , 198 5 , Web b Ba p t i ·s t Church took action w h i ,c h .w i_l) 

open a new and significant chapter in its history. Acting on a 

recommendation from the newly formed Long-Range Planning 

Committee, the church voted to adopt a plan that would officially 

designate the five-acre site as the location of a new church 

building and drop an option on some property adjacent to the ·· 

existing building. A building committee was nominated and 

approval was given to place a sign on the new property proclaiming 

it the future site of the First Baptist Church of Webb. 9 

0 n A u g u s t 1 4 , 1 9 8 5 t h e c h u r c h beg a n p 1 a n n i n g a '1 To g e t h e r W e 

Build Program 11 and at the writing of this paper they were 

actively involved in that program. Because of the vision of many 

members through the years the church already has a significant 

start on its building fund. Many memb ers are strongly committed 

to seeing the completion of new fa cil ities wh ich will allow the 

church to minister to those people who will soon be at their door 

step. 

Pastor Edwards sees this first stage of building as just the 

beginning of the church's ministry. The first phase of 

construction will include a temporary auditorium and educational 

space for 450 people. Ph ase Two will consist of purchasing more 

proper t y adjacent to the existing site and erect in g a per rn a n en .. ~. 

auditorium seating 1000 persons and additi ona l -educational space . 

9 Minutes of Webb Baptist Chur ch, June 1 2 , 1985. 
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Considering that a single developer has purchased the land on 

three sides of the church property for single family units, and 

that the Webb area is expected to reach a population of nearly 

16,000 during the next ten years; it is likely the church will 

grow to the capacity set only by the visions of its members. 10-

It is exciting to see the opportunity that the Lord has 

placed before the people of Webb Baptist Church. It is even more 

gratifying to see dedicated Christians responding to God's call 

by making the sacrifices to prepaJ"e to meet the challenge be-£-ore 

them. Throughout the nearly eighty year existence of Webb 

Baptist Church, a core of faithful hardworking Christians have· 

maintained a ministry through difficult and at times discourag-

ing situations. It is easy to see the Lord at work. Now when 

thousands of people will be flooding the area, He has a church 

which has been faithfully waiti ng and preparing to minister to 

the multitudes. 

lOJames Edwards, Interview on November 11, 1985. 
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l'~cp■red l : )e Stale Bar of Tei~ for uac by towyen only(;;\icwcd 
1·1-76. Revised to tochlff 1rbtec·1 addrcaa (art. 6626, RCS) 1-1-12. 

W ARRANIT DEED 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OP ~ARi } KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS; 

THE WEBB BAPTI.ST c11ur.c1f;° ti EBO, . TE XASt he re t n ca 11 ed Gran tor, 
by and through our Trustees as n11111ed below 

TARRANT ind Slale of TEXAS for and in 

consideration of the sum of TEN AND NO/lOOTIIS . DOLLARS ------------------------------~------

----------------------------------------( $10, 00}~-------~-~-------~-----------· 00LLARS 

and 01~et·valilable ·conside~ation to the undersigned pald. by the_grantee s 

which ls hereby acknowledged, 

ALL CASH 

herein named, the receipt of 

have GRANTED, SOLD AND CONVEYED, and by these presents do GRANT, SELL AND CONVEY unto 
WEae·. f_RATERNAL ORGifl.fZATION, INC, whose matltng address fs 

of the County of TARRANT 

the following described real property in 

and ~tale of 

TARRANT 

SEE /\TTACIIED EXHIBIT A HADE A PART FOR /\LL PURPOSES THEREOF 

TEXAS • au _of 

County, Texas, to-wil; 

This conveyance ts made su6Ject to any and all easements, , restrtcttons, covenants, 
conditions, or reservations, tf any, 

TO HA VE AND TO HOLD the above describ_cd premises, together with all and singular the rights and 

appurlenances thereto in anywise belonging. unto lhe said grantees , t heir heirs and assigns 

forever; and we do hereby bind ourselves, our heirs, executors and administrators t.o 

WARRANT AND FOREVER DEFEND all and singularthesaidpremisesun101hesoidgrantecS ,their 

heirs and assigns, against every person whomsoever lawrully claiming or to claim· the same or any part thereof., 
by, through or under the Grantnr herein, · · · . 

EXECUTED 1h1s 5th day of October , A.O. 19 90 

_DEACO ~:]~~-~~-, 

,•: 
•, •: ,. , 



~r.; · ' 77.. Zuef eldt Street, Webb 
'i'-h-{ /:. · NR 

77 

Webb Baptist Olurch 

TARRANT 
COUNTY 
HISTORIC 
RESOURCES 
SURVEY 

1907 

'!be COIIllllllity of Webb dates mck to the 1880's, when lots were 
laid out next to a cotton gin and general rrerchandise store. 'lbe 
town had its ovn post office, schCX>l and rosinesses, but no 
church. 'lbe Webb Baptist Church was organized on September 9, 
1906. land was pirchased and the b.lilding canpleted by the 
following SUIIIIBr. It appears today much as it did then, with 
crucifonn plan and slender belfry, on a large parcel at the center 
of Webb. Additions and new buildings, at a scale that compleuent 
the original b.Iilding; extend to the south and west. For its 
central role in the history of Webb and for its architectural 
quality, Webb Baptist Church appears to be eligible for the 
National Register. 
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