
CURTIS TUNNEU. 
. EXECUJ'IVE DIRECJ'OR 

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 12276 

Duane Gage 
TCJC NE Campus 
828 Harwood Rd. 
Hurst, Texas 76054 

Dear Duane: 

AUfflN, TEXAS 78711 

November 13, 1985 

The State Marker Committee has completed their review of the 
First National Bank Building marker application. Beca use of 

(512) 475-3092 

several considerations, they have determined that it is not eligible 
for a building .marker. The committee was concerned that changes, 
including the ·introduction of aluminum windows and doors, altered the 
original design of the structure, which was of a plain commercial style 
not uncommon i~ Texas. They felt the structure might, however, be the 
appropriate location for a subject marker on the "History of Banking 
in Mansfield". Since such a marker review would require a new 
narrative and additional history, I am enclosing the original 
documentation with this letter. 

We hope the committee's decision has in no way discouraged the 
applicants. · Not every old building can qualify for a marker. We 
would encourage consideration of the committee's suggestion to 
broaden the ·topic to cover more of the history of Mansfield's early 
banking institutions. 

If we can further explain the committee's decision, please do not 
hesitate to contact me or Frances. 

cc: Mansfield Historical Society 

Sincerely, 

Dan K. Utley, Director 
Research and Markers 



CURTIS TUNNELL 
EXECUl'IVE DIRECTOR 

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 12276 

Duane Gage 
TCJC NE Campus 
828 Harwood Road 
Hurst, TX 76054 

Dear Duane: 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512) 475-3092 

August 9, 1985 

Our staff has made a preliminary review of several recent Tarrant County 
marker applications. Before we can proceed with our evaluations, hm·,ever, 
we need some additional information. 

1. BICOCCHI BUILDING: We need a historic photo of the structure . Also, 
we need closer photos of the window details. Since they are single pane, 
they appear to be replacements fer an earlier configuration. L:· FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING, We need a historic photo. 

3. DEVITT HOUSE: We need a historic photo. Also, since our policies 
require that a structure be in a "good state of repair" to qualify for 
a marker, we need more information about the current state or proposed 
restoration of the bul !ding. For example, our photos show missing s h ingles, 
rotten wood, asbestos skirting, etc. Since the photos do not always show 
the kind of detail we need , we would like for your commission to review t he 
home and give us their opinion of its condition. They do not need to 
fol low any set standards, but we would like to know if they feel it is in 
a condition that would not reflect unfavorably on the Tarrant County or 
state marker program . 

Thank you. 

DKU /l m 

cc : Ruth Reiter Stone 

Sincerely, 
/' 

{J-;J 
Dan K. Utley, Director 
Research and Markers 



Mansfelld MIii, 1860 

Mansfield Historical Society 

Dan K. Utl ey, Directo r 
Re s earch and Markers 

101 East Broad Street 
P.O. Box 304 

Mansfield, Texas 76063 

Telephone (817) 473-4250 
Augus t 28, 1985 

Texas Historic al Commiss ion 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Mr. Utley: 

This letter is in r e sponse to your request for a hi s toric 
photograph of the First National Bank Building in Mansfield. 
A photograph of the interior dated c. 1917 was submitted with 
the marker application. 

The Historical Society has a collection of over 500 photo
graphs of Mansfield, and the enclosed photo of a circa 1912 
street scene showing the two-story brick bank building in the 
background is the only one available. My father-in-law, A.S. 
Gibson leased the property in 1935, and the bank vault was 
still in the center of the main floor. There is a photograph 
of this on file. He bought the building from the Hackler 
estate in 1943, and it remained in the Gibson estate until 
1983. 

I hope that the enclosed photograph will be satisfactory. 
We are anxious to have the marker for a 1986 dedication cere
mony. 

Sincerely, / 

d /1/ -,d~ 
Beryls. Gibson 

cc: Duane Gage 
Tarrant County Historical Commission 
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Business 

Mansfield Street Scene 
Date: c. 1912 
Photographer: 
Location: West side of Water St. 

3 x 5 B&W copy 
Donor: 
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APPLICATION FORM FOR OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER 

Texas Historical Commission · 
Research and Markers Department 

P .0. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 7871 l 

Ti tlt: of ma rk er (s ubject 10 rev ision by T HC stafO 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING ..... 
M_a rkcr locat io n _( street add ress or high way number; include na me of cemetery , building, park , etc., if applicable; if on highwa) 
nght-of-way o r rn a small community, briefly explain how to iiet there from the nearest town) 

121 North Main Street, Mansfield, Texas 76063 
C ity o r nea rest city shown on Texas Highway Depa rtment road map County 

Mansfield Tarrant 

Dista nce a nd direction of subject from marker site Surface to which marker will be attached 
fo r example, "Subje1: t is ½ mile S W of marker site.•• (if not on post) 

On site Brick building 
Owner of marker site Address City, Zip Code 

Ma tthew Crocker 121 North Main St., Mansfield,TX 76063 
S po nsor of mark.er Address City, Zip Code 

Mansfield Historical Society P. ,O. Box J04 Mansfield, TX 76063 
Person to whom marker is to be shipped i Addre$i I I City, Zip Code ! ! 

NOTE: Freight companies ca11no1 ship ID rouie or box numbers. Jf s1ree1 address is unavailable. pleasf provide a phone number. Jf 
murker is 10 be placed 0 11 highway right-of -way, ii will be shipped 10 your dis1ric1 highway enginefr. : 

Ma tthew Crocker aqove 
i 

as 

s;g"""" of Co""'Y Cho;,m, o • Add«" .g ~ Zip Cod• 
"I have reviewed the narrative for th is ma rk.er and attest 10 its accuracy . ~r--L--- . 

.., TCJC NE Camous 828 Harwood Road Hurst Texas76054 
·-Please consult the back of this page for specifications of the markers available. Check the items desired below. Approval of the 

applica1ion and nurra1ive history must be obtained from th&; county historical commission, as indicated by the county chairman's 
signa ture on this form , before forwarding the material 10 the Texas Historical Commission. Please do no, send payment if ordering 
subject or building markers; fund s will be,1eques1ed once the application has been approved by the ~Late Marker Commiuee. 

5% s1a1e sales tax must be added to the price: , except if purchllsed by a Jax-exempt organiiation. 

SUBJECT MARKERS 
W1,ht.u .. 

0 16" x 12" gra ve marker (comes wilh mountin11 bar) . . . . Sl75 Sl83.75 
D 27 " x 42" subject marker with post . .... . . . . . . .. . .. . . S575 S603.75 
D 27" >l 42" subject marker without post . .. . . . .. .. . . ... S525 $551.25 
0 I!! " x 28" subject marker with post . .. . .. . . , .. .. . .. . . S325 S34l.25 
□ 18" x 28" subject mukcr without post .. .. . .. . . . .. . .. $250 $262.50 

DIRECTIONAL SIGNS 
Please indicate qu1mtity desired and aivc loution(a) on form above: 
· Wtl h ll lll. 

24" x 24" Historical Markers In City liilln • • • . • • • • . . • • S65 S68.25 
These will be shipped 10 and ploctd 011 your town '.s city 

limiu siins by lht Dis1ric1 Highwoy Engineer. 
Black and White (for farm-to-market roadli, 1tate and U.S. highways) 

,I 
I 
i 

I 
I 
i 

□ )(We) request RTHL des i&nation be considered for this marker. _ Green and White (for intematc hi&hwayli) :1 

□ 
□ 

BUILDING MARKERS 18"x22" Historica1Mark,erdircctionalsian •••• • ••••• $65 $68.25 · 1 

.. .. . . · , Wi,h , ... ~, • 1 t, In block and whilt only. For city and county roads. 
16 >l 12 bu1ldmg mark.er wuh po1a . . . . . .. . • . .. • • . , • ~ ~ ·l:,1.,6'1 - · Applicanl must supply pos1 and bt r,sponsibl#for plocemem. 
16" )( 12" building marker without post . .. ..... . .. . . . SJ75 $183.75 • _ With arrow poimin& 5trai&ht a~ad 

Applica tions fo r building markers will automatica lly be considered for the _ With arrow poinlina left 
RTH L dc~iKnat ion , Please read carefully Teus Marker Policies 11 _ With arrow poinlin& ri&hl 
1h r ugh 15, and indic· te that you have done so by signin11 below. OTHER 

PAPERWEIGHTS 
Pli:ase indicate quantity desired. 

_ 3" >l 4" plastic paperweight 
mounted with re plica of marker . .. .... . .. . . ... ... .. , . . . . $75 S78.75 

Allow 2 mo111hs from completion of marker 
for receipt of paperweight. 

Medall ion paperweight . , . .. , . . . .... . . .. . . . .. , . . . . . . S25 $26.25 
,•tlluw,fuur /111e1 of a 1gr11ving: plt'a~e indin,u· de,iud wording. 

D National Register plaque ... • ........ . . . . . ... ... . .. S JS S 36.75 
0 12" x 6» supplcmcn111l plate . .. . . . • .. . .... . .. . . . . . .. S 65 $ 68.25 
0 16" x 12" building mllfker plate only (sec policy 11) . . . . SI 10 SI IS .50 
0 Replacement medallion (sec policy 11) ... • . . . . . . ... . . $ 65 $ 68.25 
□ Bronze "ars (for rcplacemcQt on 11136 

11ranite markers) . .. . . . . . ....•.. . .. . .... . . . . . . . . .. . $ JO $ 10.50 
O Bronze wreaths (for replacement on 

l93611ranitc markers) . .. . .. .. ... ... ... . . . ... . ...• . S 10 $ JO.SO 
D Bronze seals (for replaccmeni on 

1936 granite markers) • • ' • •• •••• •• .••••.••••• S SO S 52.50 
O Bronze plates (for replacement on 

193611ra11ite markers) ........ . . ..... . . . . . .. . .... .. $135 Sl41.7S 
O Ccnificatcs of commendation . .. .. . ... ... . . .. .. .... . .. . SOlt each 

r Tax exempt #J- OOO61-4O57- 5 
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FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

By 

Beryl Steele Gibson 
Mansfield Historical Society 

P.O. Box 304 
Mansfield, Texas 76063 

The First National Bank Building located at 119 North Main Street in 

Mansfield, Texas is a two-story brick structure with cast iron sills and 

piers. The title of abstract indicates the date of construction as 1904, 

1 
and the name of the contractor is unknown. It is one of 17 historic buildings 

in the 124-year-old commercial district which extends approximately 450 feet 

along both sides of Main Street bounded by Oak Street on the north and Broad 

Street on the south. The 1890 plat of the original townsite of Mansfield shows 

the 25 x 100 feet building site as the north½ of Lot No. 4, Block 2 fronting 

2 
on the west side of Water Street (now Main Street). 

The original townsite of Mansfield was a part of the Thomas J. Hanks 1/3 

league of land survey, Patent No. 246, issued on Feb~ary 2, 1838. The land 

was described as located "in Robertson District on Cedar Bluff Creek in the 

3 
Cross Timbers." In 1853, the 1/3 league of land, or 1477 acres, was sold to 

Wm. tt. Simpson for $1000.00 by Thomas Hanks, the father of Thomas J. Hanks, 
4 

deceased. The third transaction of the land was on September 26, 1862 to 
5 

Julian Feild for $3791.50. 

Julian Feild (1825-1897) and his business partner, Ralph Sandiford Man 

(1825-1906), came to southeast Tarrant County in 1859 and built a steam

powered grist mill. The Mansfeild Mill is considered to be the beginning of 

6 
the town of Mansfield. 

The settlement that developed in the mill vicinity was approved for a 

7 
post office with Julian Feild as the first postmaster on March 1, 1860. The 

post office was named as "Mansfeild", a combination of the names of the two 

I I 
I 
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mill partners. However, r e pea ted misspellings over the years resulted in 

the acceptance of the conventional spelling as "Mansfield." 

In 1870, the townsite was surveyed and platted by John Peter Smith of 
8 

Fort Worth. Old abstracts and deeds give evidence that the plat was 

r ecorded at the Tarrant County Courthouse, but it was apparently destroyed 

in the courthouse fire on Ma rch 29, 1876, and it was not refiled, A second 

plat of the townsite was filed on July 29, 1890 when Mansfield was incorporated. 

The first deed of record for the site of the bank building was a quit claim 

deed from E.D.L. Tims to A.B. Pyles and R.E. Morison dated December 11, 1891. 

Pyles and Morison, as business partners, then mortgaged the property in 1894 

to Troy Hackler for $700.00. The property description was given as "One Stone 

house (Brick) and Lot 25 x 80 feet fronting 25 feet on Water Street and running 

back 80 feet to Oak Street known as Lot 4 Block 2 as shown by said town plat 

of Mansfield. 119 There were two obvious errors in this description of the 

location. The street back of the lot is Walnut Street not Oak Street, and the 

lot is 25 x 100 feet. 

The original brick building on the lot was probably destroyed by a fire 
10 

in the business district on July 4, 1901. The lot was deeded in 1903 to 
11 

Troy Hackler for the $700.00 indebtedness. 

Abner Pyles (1852-1897) was born in Calhoun County, Alabama and came to 

12 
Texas about 1870 with his father, Lewis Pyles (1800-1877). 

13 
se ttled on a 160-acre farm near Mansfield in Johnson County. 

The family 

On June 5, 1877, 

Abner Pyles married Martha Berry, a daughter of Rev. Charles W. Berry and 

14 
Louisa (Appleby) Berry. Abner and Martha Pyles had eleven children, one of 

whom died as an infant in 1878. 15 Their impressive two-story house at 

309 East Broad Street, which was built about 1886, is still standing and in 

good condition. Mr. Pyles was a successful merchant and owned three buildings 

in the business district, one of which he operated with his brother, Newton Pyles, 

. 16 
as a furniture and undertaking business.- His business interests requiLed 

-2-
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regular trips to Fort Worth with wagon and team which meant spending the night 

at the old Fort Worth wagon yard near the Tarrant County Courthouse. He made 

17 
such a trip on November 28, 1897, and he was found dead near his wagon. 

Mattie Pyles' eleventh child , Annie Blackburn Pyles, was born five months 
18 -~ 

later. 

The Pyles family is well remembered in Mansfield to this day. 

Ma ttie Pyles is said to have life with determination. She ran a boarding 

house and the older children worked from the time of her husband's death until 

the family moved to California in 1909. They returned often to Mansfield to 

visit and, on one occasion in the 1930's, the entire family came and the whole 
19 

town celebrated with a reunion at their old home. 

In 1886, R.E. 11 Enunett 11 Morison (1855-1916) and Abner Pyles established 

20 
a mercantile business in the original brick building that was on the site. 

Emmett Morison played an important role in Mansfield's history as a farmer, 

merchant, and as the town's Marshall from 1881 until his death in 1916, with 
21 

the exception of one term. Long-time residents remember him as a firm and 

fair peace officer with an even temperament. He was born in Virginia and came 

t o Texas in 1860 with his father, J.W.S. Morison. The family settled first in 

J ohnson County, then Hood County and finally Tarrant County in 1865. He 

22 
married Florence Moody on March 20, 1888. She was a daughter of 

Capt. Thomas O. Moody (1821-1877) who organized Mansfield's Company K, 7th 

23 
Regiment, Texas Mounted Volunteers, Sibley's Brigade, CSA. Emmett Morison 

was shot and killed on Main Street by Claude "Wampus" Patterson on 

November 8, 1916. 
24 

Troy Hackler acquired the 25 x 100 feet business lot in 1904 and erected 

the two-story, 25 x 80 feet brick building. It was designed for use as a 'bank 

on the street floor and doctors' offices on the second floor. It is reasonable 

to assume that the brick was made in Mansfield, since it is known that there 

was a brick yard in Mansfield as early .a£ 1860 when Julian Feild and Ralph Man 

-3-
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bu -ilt the gr1· st m;ll. 25 Tl · f h ld b . k d till h ~ ~ 1e ruins o t e o r1c y~r ares on t e 

site just north of the business district. 

Documents or hard evidence concerning the organization of the bank 

could not be located. One source named Samuel T. Marrs as the first president. 

H~ was followed by John Bratton and then Earl Holland as the last president. 

A.J. Dukes was a member of the Board of Directors. A photograph of the bank's 

interior made about 1917 shows Frank Mayfield at the cashi~r•s window on the 

left, Earl Holland standing in the center of the picture, George Hackler 

(Troy Hackler's son) seated at the desk, and John Bratton is probably the 

pe rson seated on the far right. (Attachment No. 1) The mounted tarpon on 

the wall was a prized possession of A.J. Dukes' wife, Nancy (Boydston) Dukes. 

It was displayed for years in a glass case on the - front porch of the Dukes' 

26 
house. 

The First National Bank was the second bank established in Mansfield, the 
j 

first being the Mansfield State Bank in 1885. A second bank was needed, 

because Mansfield was the center of trade for the large farming economy in 

s outheast Tarrant County in the early 1900s. The bank served the community 

for 23 years until it closed in 1927 because of insufficient funds. The 

bank's failure was caused by the embezzlement of funds for private investments 

by an officer of the bank. The event is well remembered by persons still 

living, because many families lost their life's savings since this was before 

the time of federal insurance for depositors. It was several years before the 

depositors were repaid, be ca use the deficit had to be made up by the banks' 

officers and stockholders. The bank re-opened as the Farmers and Merchants 

Bank, but it was closed again in 1932 when President Roosevelt declared a 

month's moratorium for all banks. The F and M Bank did not re-open, and the 

27 ' 
Mansfield State Bank assumed its assets. After the bank closed, the building 

was leased for various businesses until it was sold to A.S. Gibson in 1944 for 
28 

$1800.00. 

-4-



In 1983, Matthew Crocke r purchased the historic building from the Gibson 

29 
es t a t e for $35,000. The painted lettering, "First National Bank," was 

s till vis ible across the facade. (Attachment No. 2) There was an extensive 

r es toration, but much of the original structure was left intact. However, the 
'-

l e ttering wa s covered with a coat of paint. Mr. Crocker is a certified public 

accountant, and the second floor was designed for his seven-room office space. 

The s tree t f l oor i s lease d a s a newspaper office. 

The 81- year-old building and its owners have had a significant impact on 

the business community o f Mans field. The first owner, Troy Hackler (1836-1906) 

was born in Virginia, a son of George and Frances (Boyer) Hackler. The family 

moved to Cass County, Missouri in 1840. In 1862, Troy Hackler went to Arkansas 

and enlisted in the Trans-Mississippi Department, Confederate States Army. 

He participated in 37 engagements and was wounded at Ashley Station, Arkansas. 

In 1865, he migra ted to southeast Tarrant County and that same year married 

Ma ry Harris, a daughter of Phebe Harris-Wyatt and a step-daughter of 

Calvin Wyatt who came to Texas about 1860. Mary Hackler died in 1868. In 1871, 

30 
Mr. Hackler married Annie Belcher, a foster daughter of John L. and Susan Wyatt. 

John L. Wyatt (1818-1885) and Calvin Wyatt were brothers, and they are 

bo th buried in the Johnson' s Station Cemetery located be t"'.,;en Mansfield and 

Ar lington, but the re a r e no da tes on Calvin Wyatt's grave marker. John L. Wyatt 

was described by a local writer as Mansfield's first banker: 

The Money Lender 

Financia l transac tions were accomplished without difficulty 
unless the creek happened to be up, in which case the 
borrower waited for it to "run down" before visiting "Uncle 
Johnnie Wyatt" who lived north across Walnut Creek. Appli
cations f or a l oa n might be made to "Uncle Johnnie" or to 
his wife, "Aunt Susan." Neither hesitated longer than to 
exchange news and l earn the amount required before reaching 
in between the f eather bed and the mattress, and the trans
action was completed without the formality of taking a note. 
Being a neighbor - §hat is, somebody knew or heard of - was 
endorsement enough. 1 , 

The probate of John Wya tt's estate supports this claim. He .willed his 

-5-
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entire estate, ~ xcept for minor bequests, to'' .•• Troy Hackler and 

Anna Hackler his wife (who is as dear to me as if She was my own Daughter) 

I give and bequeath all and singular my entire estate both real and personal 

32 
goods and chatels .... 11 The tax records listed the estate as 1049 acres. 

Descendants of Troy Hackler still live in Mansfield, and his house on 

33 East Broad Street , built abo ut 1880, is now being restored. 

The second owner of the bank building was Ashley S. "Sid" Gibson 

(1884-1958) who was a descendant of another pioneer family in southeast 

Tarrant County. Sid Gibson's grandfather, Garrett Gibson (1803-1875), was 

one of four brothers who ~ame to Texas. from Illinois in 1852 and settled four 

miles northwest of Mansfield. The family es~ablished a church/school and 

cemetery and the settlement came to be known as the Gibson Community. It was 

listed as one of 12 Tarrant County voting precincts in 1860. 34 The Gibson 

Cemetery was designated as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 1983. One 

of Garrett Gibson's s ons, McNary Gibson, operated one of the first stores in 

35 
Mansfield's business district. Four sons, Daniel, Thomas, William and Aaron 

36 
served in the Confede rate States Army. 

A.S. Gibson and his son, Ira Gibson, operated a grocery store in Mansfield 

from 1935 until 1973. Their firs t building on the north side of the bank 

building was totally destroyed by fire in July 1947. The First National Bank 

Building survived the fire intact. The building was leased f~r various 

business purposes, including for a short period, the public library. It 

remained the Gibson estate until 1983. 

The First National Bank Building is considered as a primary contributor 

to the potential historic Main Street commercial district. The facade has 

been altered, but the building is in excellent condition. We believe that 

i t s contribution to Mansf i eld ' s heritage should be preserved and acknowledged. 
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Stewart Title Compa ny, 
June 20, 1944, p. 18. 
Deed Records, Bk. 19 2 , 
on file with Mansfield 

FOOTNOTES 

Fort Worth, Texas, Abstract No. 86531, 
Copy of agreement taken from Tarrant County 
p. 350, March 11, 1904. Original abstract 
Historical Society. 

Tarrant County Plat Records, Vol. 63, pp. 53-54. 

3 Stewart Title Company, p. 3. A copy of deed taken from TCDR, 
Vol. 1100, p. 128, January 17, 1849. 

4 Ibid., pp. 4-5, TCDR, Book A, p. 441. 

5 I bid, p. 6. TCDR, Special Warranty Deed, Book A, p. 442. 

6 Beth Harris on Canright, "Mansfeild Mill," Application for a Recorded 
Texas Historic Landmark, 1983. 

7 Civil Archives Division, National Archives, Washington, D.C. Microfilm 
Tape No. 841-127. 

8 
Fort Worth Mail-Te l e gr am, Historical Edition, 1896. 

9 
Stewa rt Title Compa ny , pp. 8-9. 

10 · Charley Bratton, "Historical Facts About Mans f ield," Tarrant County 
News, no date. The wr iter, Charles F. Bratton (1871-1940) was born 
in Mans f i eld and lived in the community all of his life. His report 
of the historical events is believed to be accurate. 

11 Stewart T . 1 C 13 17 it e ompany, pp. , • TCDR, Book 176, p. 340 and Book 179, 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

p. 6. 

Le tte r f rom Thomas J. Pyles, Laurens County, S.C., June 4, 1871, to 
Milton Pyles (a ddress not given). Copy of letter in the Pyles Family 
Record on file with the Mansfield Historical Society. 

Johns on County Deed Records, Book U, p. 453, July 23, 1870. 

Tarrant County Marriage Records, Vol. 1, p. 137. 

Mansfield Cemetery Records, Mansfield Public Library. 

Mansfi eld Hawkeye , J a nuary 18, 1895, Vol. 1, No. 16. Original newspaper 
on fi l e in the Texas St a te Archives. 

Inte rview with Mrs . Elizabeth Davis Holland, January 12, 1985. The 
Davis family lived ac r os s the street from the Pyles house on Broad 
Street, and she was a c lose friend of Annie "Abbie " Pyles. 

Pyles Family Bible Records, based on Bible in possession of 
Thos. W. Atkinson, Jr., Corona del Mar, California. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Davis Holland, o~. cit. 
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,Footnotes, (cont.) 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

History of Texas: Together With a Biographical History of Tarrant and 
Parker Counties. The Lewis Publishing Company, Chicago, 1895, pp. 525-526. 

Letter from Thomas 0, Morison, Col., USAF (ret.) to Bob Stephens, 2709 
Amherst, Dallas, Texas, March 23, 1971. Copy on file with the Mansfield 
Historical Soceity. Col. Morison is a grandson of R.E. Morison and a great 
grandson of Capt. Thos. o. Moody. 

Tarrant County Marriage Records, Vol. 4, p. 513. 

Martin H. Hall, "Company K, 7th Regiment Texas Mounted Volunteers," The 
University of Texas at Arlington, Unpublished manuscript, January 28, 1971. 
Copy on file with the Mansfield Historical Society. 

Tarrant County Criminal 'Records, File Nos. 22120, 22121, 2376t• 

Tarrant County Deed Records, Mansfield Pressed Company, Vol. 133, p. 85, 
Oct. 4, 1897. 

Beryl Gibson, "John Collier Home," Application for a Recorded Texas Historic 
Landmark, 1984. 

Interview with Ira D. Gibson, March 23, 1985. 

Tarrant County Deed Records, Vol. 1655, p. 330, July 31, 1944. 
I 

Ibid., 1983 Deed Record data, 

History of Texas, op. cit., pp. 491-493. 

Sallie Hodges McKnight, "Old-Time Builders 
Have Gone Their Ways," Fort Worth Press•' 
clipping but probably c, 1930. 

of Southeast End of Tarrant County 
No date shows on the newspaper 

Tarrant County Probate Records, Cause No. 546, 1885. 

Tarrant County Historic Resources Survey: Mansfield. Historic Preservation 
Council for Tarrant County, 1983, p. 36. Copy on file with the Texas 
Historical Commission. 

Research Data: Fort Worth and Tarrant County, Texas, Federal Writers Project, 
1941, Vol. 9, p. 3276. 

Tarrant County Deed Records, Vol. 45, p. 554, Sept. 7, 1885. 

Confederate Military Records, National Archives. 
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THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

MANSFIELD, TEXAS 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The First National Bank building is a two story, brick bearing masonry building 
with cast iron storefront piers and entry sill. The building was constructed 
in 1904 for use as a bank on Main Street in Mansfield, facing East. The 
bac k of the building is on Walnut Street, to the West. The building is 25 
fee t wide by 80 feet in length, with a party wall to adjoining buildings 
on t he North and South sides. The bank occupied the first floor and included 
a l a rge iron walk-in safe tha t has since been removed. The second floor 
was originally designed with a large, wide hall for use as a waiting room, 
and a series of six rooms on the South side of the building for lease as 
Doctor's offices. 

Loca l history relates tha t brick used for the building, both finish and commons, 
wer e made and fired at the l ocal brick yard in Mansfield, about one half 
mile from the construction site. This is related by Mr. Forrest rattan, 
a t hird generation carpenter livi ng in Mansfield. Brick were made by a pressing 
process, and were selected for an unusually hard, fired surface facade. 
Mortar joints are narrow, about one eighth inch wide. Qua}ity of the m~5v~ry 
work is very high on the building. Special rounded shapes are used to create 
a large, six inch radius 11 bullnose 11 at each jamb of the brick piers on the 
storefront. The brick facade is run as common coursing, with no bonding 
courses visible on the facade. Mort~r on the facade is struck as a flush 
rodded surface. The plain brick facade is carried up to within twenty courses 
of the top of the parapet. At that point it breaks into a projecting header 
course with a denticulated course above that, capped by another projecting 
header, and r e turning for four more common bond courses at the plane of the 
wall below. The headers a nd denticulated courses are again repeated, and 
again followed by four mor e common bond courses. The next three courses 
corbel out over each other, bringing the top four common bond courses of 
the parapet overhanging the facade by about three inches. Storefront brick 
appears laid as a veneer over the commons used for the twelve inch thick 
masonry facade wall. Three second floor windows facing the street have two 
course rowlock flat arches over the windows. Second floor windows have smooth 
f inish fine grain white limes tone sills. 

Cas t iron used for the sill s , two storefront supporting piers, and for the 
linte l over the s toref ront opening were manufactured by Mosher Iron Works, 
Dallas, Texas. The or i gina l s to ref ront wood spandrels and display windows~r 
r ecessed entry doors, and door to the second level ha ve a ll been replaced in 
su bsequent remodelling. Transom windows exist, and have been in place for 
a l ength of time (according to local memory, since the 1940's, at least). 
Howe ver, the woodwork for these transom windows is relatively crude and poorly 
fas hioned . It is speculation whe ther these were replacements during the 
grea t depression of origina l work, or whether this work was loially fabricated 
a t the time of the bu i ld i ng' s cons truction. Recent remodel work removed 
corruga ted metal closures over these windows, and a corrugated metal awning 
i nstalled during the 1950' s . A contemporary pair of bright aluminum frame 
glazed doors was installed f lus h with the storefront piers, replacing the 
original recessed entry, agai n in the 1950's. This work was retained with 
the recent remodelling. 

l of 2 

i, 



All wood double hung windows in the building on the second floor and at the 
back have had their wood sashes removed, and aluminum double hung windows 
inserted and installed in the old window frames. All six doctor's offices 
on the second floor had one south facing window each, with the two office 
s paces f acing west on the second floor having one and two windows on that 
fa cade , respectively. 

First level windows origina l l y had iron bars over the windows. These were 
removed in the recent remodel work, with installation of the aluminum double 
hung windows. The large rear door was likewise replaced with a glazed hollow 
metal door, with a large transom glass pane completing the opening. 

Brickwork at the rear is common bond, with no header courses, joints flush 
struck, with windows having the same two course rowlock flat arches over 
the windows, and the same limes tone sills. The door opening, wider than 
the windows, has a tl1ree course rowlock flat arch, slightly higher than the 
window arches. All brick used for the party walls and rear wall facades 
are comri1ons, with approxima t e ly three eighth inch mortar joints. Rainwater 
is collected in a gutter at the J rear wall, between the party wall parapets, 
and discharges into one downs pout at the north west corner of the building. 

Interior work for. the remodel included a new suspended acoustic ceiling, 
new air conditioning, and new lighting for the first floor. A new carpet 
covers the original wood floor. The old wood ceiling, of lx4 tongue and 
groove with beaded grooves at each side and at the center 1of the plank, are 
s till installed above the sus pended ceilng. New partitions have been added 
for offices and for a dark room for the present occupant. The original wall 
separating the working space from the back room has been kept intact. 
Existing stairs to the s econd floor remain as originally constructed, including 
t he closet on the first floor under the stairs. As previously stated, all 
second floor partitions remain as originally constructed. Later additions 
include installation of a full bathroom in the north west room on the second 
floor, some time in the 1940's according to former owners. Receni remodelling 
work has added a closet f or the new airconditioning equipment on the second 
floor, with one wall of the closet continuing accross the old, wide hall 
dividing it into two spaces with an access door be tween. All new second 
floor doors are two pane l doors, matching the design of the original doors. 
New, heavy t e xturing has been a pplied to the old plaster walls, along with 
new pa int and wood base . The old wood ceiling has been left exposed on the 
second floor, and damaged a r eas r e placed with matching milled pieces. 

The building was built before electrici~y came to Mansfield in 1917, so all 
ins tallation of electric se rvices is not original. The building was planned 
for cast iron stoves, either woOd or coal burning, with the flues located •· 
in the party walls. Gas ser vi ce was later added, and the building was served 
by exposed gas space heater s . The full HVAC system the fuilding now has 
was added in the latest r emodel. 

The main street fac ade still had the original brick exposed un~il the last 
remodel, with the painted sign, "First National Bank" clearly visible on 
the facad e . The recent r emodel work painted the facade brick a light red, 
after the owner was advised of damage that could be caused by cleaning the 
existing brick by the Contractor. 

--Arthur Weinman A.I.A, 
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CURTIS TUNN ELL 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTO R 

TEXAS HIST OR I CA L COM M ISSION 
P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512) 47 5-3092 

Dear Coun ty Chairma n : 

Enclos ed i s a copy of the 1984 edit ion o f the ma r ker app l i cati o n form. Plea se 
note t hat we have made s e ve ral c ha ng e s 1n the app li cat i on in a n e ff o r t to make 
it mo r e usef u l: 

1. The fo r m has bee n co nde nsed f rom e i ght page s to s i x. By e li minat i ng 
some outdated ma t e ri a l , we were ab l e t o add s ev e r a l new sect ions , 
in clud i ng: Que s t ion s and An swe r s , The Mar ke r Process, and th e st an da rd s 
for evaluating bui ]d ing ma r ke rs . We hope the new i nfo rma tion wi ll 

2. 

hel p your p rogram . 

The i nser t ( the ac t ua l a pp li ca ti on) i s t he only 
t o o ur off i ce . That wi ll al low yo u to "re cy c le " 
you run l ow on th e app l i cat ion pa ge , p lea se f ee l 
copied . 

art we need returned 
t he other pa rt. If 
f r ee to ha ve it ohoto -

3. The applicat io n form now include s all the items our ag e ncy o f f e r s, 
in cluding b ronz e r ep l acemen t wrea t~a nd sta r s for the 1936 mar kers. 

4. In order t o s a ve s pace , we e li mi nat e d t he sa mp le h i sto ry . If, how
ever, t here is a r equ es t fo r on e , please l et us know a nd we wi 11 
sup pl y a copy . I f yo u spe cify th e t op i c (c hurc h , ceme tery , indi v i dua l , 
etc.), we wi 11 supp l y one t hat i s comp a r aL le . 

5. Pl ease not e o n the applicati on t hat there is a p l ace fo r the s i gna tu re 
of t he pro pe rty owner, if th e app li ca t ion is for a bui l ding marke r . 
By s ig n i ng the f orm , the own e r wi l l be a cknow ledg ing t hei r rev i ew 
of the ma r ke r rul es a nd polic ies. 

If you have an y qu es ti ons about the new mar ke r form, p l ea s e feel fr ee t o co ntact 
us. 

DKU/cy 
Encl os ur e 

Sincere l y , 

-Qau>;(u;J 
Dan K. Ut l ey, Di rec to r 
Re s earch and Mar ke r s 
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Other news items: 
Sallie Watson,dau. of Wm. Watson,died of diptheria. 

Wm. Reynolds of Gibson----------

Una & Ula Pyles are back in the store. 

C. B, Gentry of Gibson----------

J.J. Nesom - Druggist ( A . lu r>, .;-, -"1 , ._; Uu /~, 

Groceries - Mayfield & Stewart 

T,C, Graves - Dry Goods 

A.A. Dunn - Groceries 

J. H. Wright 

J. W. Yeates - Druggists 

/"' _ ,.,. /"' 

-Mansfield Cemetery -· ,· f 

The Mansfield Hawkeye , Friday, Jan. 18, 1895, Vol.1,No. 16. 

Original on file in State Archives of Texas 

A, B. & N, C. Pyles - Undertakers & Furniture Dealers 

(over) 

· \-' -;_ 

/ 
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CALL NO. Tarrant Co. Deed Records 

Author (s) ___ ____________________________ _ 
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CUHTIS TUNN EL L 

EXECUTI V E DIH ECTOH 

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 12276 

June 11, 1985 

Duane Gage 
TCJC NE Campus 
828 Harwood Road 
Hurst, TX 75064 

AUSTIN, TEX AS 78711 

RE: FIRST NATIONA L BAN K BUILDING 
16" x 12" Bu ildin g Marker without Po s t 

Dea r Mr_ Gag e : 

This letter is to not i f y you t hat we have received the above referenced 
marke r applicati o n . 

(512) 475-3092 

The appl icat i on first will be r ev iewe d a nd eva lu a t e d by the Texas Hi stor ical 
Commiss ion staff. Should add it ional info rmation be needed, you will be con 
tacted. Afte r any deficiencie s have been corrected, copies of the applica t i on 
will be sent to the me mbers o f th e State Marker Committee, who will ma ke the 
final determination of the to p ic' s acc eptabil ity for marking. 

You wi 11 be notified as soon as t he committee makes its decision. If the 
topic is approved for markin g we wi 11 request payment at the time of notif ica 
tion. If not ap proved, the application wi 11 be returned along with a lett e r 
of explanation. 

Because of the variables involved in th e marker process and because we must 
coordinate our orders with the schedule o f a contracting foundry, we would 
ask that the dedica t ion date s not be set until you have received notice that 
the marker has been shi pped . 

We appreciate yo ur inter est in p rese rving the history of Texas. 

Sincerely, 

/ja,.,t 7!¾: 
Dan K. Utley, Directo r 
Research and Marke r s 

DKU/c y 

cc: Matthew Crocker 
Mansfield Historical Soci e t y 
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(25) 103 - blt. 1900. A two-story brick that was evidently built at the same time as the 
Masonic Building adjacent on the south (26). The buildings share a common brick 
facade, and the window frames on the upper level are identical. The Masonic Lodge's 
cornerstone is placed in the fronts of both buildings. There are three transom 
windows on the street floor and three tall windows on the second floor. The building 
was occupied as a hardware store from the early 1900's until themid-1970's; first as 
Ramsey and McLane, then as Back and Bradford and, in later years, as E. C. Bradford 
Hardware. The sale and repair of carriages was a major part of the business. The 
elevator is still in place that was used to raise the buggies to the second floor 

~ level. It is now occupied as a florist and antique business. 

Secondary contributor and listed with No. 34 in Tarrant County Historic Resources 
Survey. 
J. R. Martin, P.O. Box 888, Arlington, Texas 76010 

(26) 101 - blt. 1900. A two-story rectangular brick with an angled corner bay. The build
ing shares a common facade with the building on the north (25). The two storefronts 
are divided by cast-iron piers. It remains largely intact and displays skillful 
brickwork. The corner stone is inscribed as: 

t.,/ 
' 

MANSF.~J:[.,D LODGE 

I, ;3 'r No. 331 A. F. & A. M. 
Chartered July A. L. 5870 
Erected May A. L. 5900 

The MansfE'iild Lodge No. 331 has met on this site since c. 1870. The first building 
was dedicated in 1875, and a second in 1879. The present building was constructed 
by Midlothian contractor, W. H. Price and enlarged at the rear by Mansfield contractor 
Jay Grow. The building was sold in 1984, and the new owner plans to restore the 
building. 

Primary contributor. Lists as No. 34 in Tarrant County Historic Resources Survey. 
Kelly L, Dame, 1301 E. Dallas St., Mansfield, Texas 76063 

(27) The site of the Man and Feild Mill that was built in 1860 is at the southeastern 
corner of the district. The -site received an official Texas Historic subject marker 
in 1984. The land has been owned by the City of Mansfield since 1919. In that year 
a Memorial Hall huildi~gwas erected in memory of the servicemen of World War I, and 
a granite marker inscribed with their names was also placed on the site. This frame 
building was designed after the Chautauqua building in Waxahachie, Ellis County and 
was used for community activities, public library, and city secretary's office. In 
1952, a brick structure was built to house the city offices, and it is now occupied 
by the Mansfield Police Department. 

There is a survey record for each of the structures in the proposed historic district on 
file at the Mansfield Historical Society. Volunteers did the research for Mansfield's 
1983 historic resources survey and collected extensive supporting documents. These include 
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12. SIGNIFICANCE (significant historical infonmtion associated with original 
or subsequent o.vners; original or subsequent uses; role of the :resource 
in development of the area; and/or significant events associated with the 
:resource) : 

The Masonic Lodge has met at this site since 1870, The porperty 

was purchased from a Mr. Coulson, and the first building was 

dedicated in 1875. The original cornerstone is still in posses~ion 
of' the Lodge~-b:l-dg. wa~ ereeted---i-n- 18?9 a11d the pre sent 
brick bldg. was erected in_!_,?90_. __ _ 

Over the years, the downstairs has been rented as a dry goods store, 
barber shop, and insurance office. The Mandelstamm family were 

in7ne dry goods ousiness here for many years. --riv., sto11~-~:-v- oc, , ,::i ,,.Jn"" d 
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13. RELATIOOSHIP 'ID SITE (if rroved, where from and <late): 

14. BIBLI<XiRAPHY (sources consulted): Fort Worth Democrat June, 187 51 
Tarrant County Tax records. 

15. INFORMANT(S): Beryls. Gibson and Susan Pesola 
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IVT.ASONIC BLDG. 

"Butterwork brick construction" ? 

What happened to the items deposited in the first cornerstone? c. 1873 

- Copy of sacred writings 
- Roll of members of Lodge 
- Constitution and by-laws 
- Message of Gov. Coke 

American and English coins 

- Copies of Fort Worth D~mocrat and Standard 

1873 - "a cornerstone was purchased and a frame building erected on 
our present location" 

1900 ''the Lodge erected our current two-story bldg. with the 
Grand Lodge setting the cornerstone on May 12, 1900" 

"A Short History of Mansfield. Lodge No. 331 by Homer Boyd, P.M. 

1978 - 79 
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: ~\\,~1JJ}~1 mg -AitWs s1&c'Kcy md1v1dual mer-
. ~\@&-,df-was on March 16, 1912, the 

"'\{\!ff ' the establishment of the firm Hopkins
~.., " . company. His partner was his brother
.s,.v> Jlir. Hopkins. Mr. Stuckey located at 
. ::< .-: w with a capital of $2,260. The first 
; .,.-ie d only one show window and the sto1e 
., -, 011

115 twelve and one-half feet wide. ·while 
' . " h b . _,_:_, 11 rt of t e _usmess was a very_ moderate 
·.,- '' the dissolution of the partnership o! Hop
·" •-\ckeY on January 1, 1920, Mr. Hopkins 
>"'. ::~ $65,000 to represent his share in the 
-~•~',,s. Since then the organization has been 
,.,. -.-_- as the J. F. Stuckey Company, which has 
~ • 1'. ,stment of $250,000 and does an 2nnual 
,. '~'.:S of over half a million dollars. 
-..-;·:'.-crisis of Mr. Stuckey's com_mercial ca_reer 

• • 11nd was successfully passed m the pamc of 
"":; He had borrowed from the b'.1nk on an 

- ~·:ured note the money to pay his partner, 
•-"J!opkins. It was less than a year when the 

.t · ., df 1921 found him still owing this note 
.. ~~,.!so large sums cin his stock of goods. He 
~ --i•ed the bank he would pay five thousand 
~-~-~ every ten days, and . then m'.1de a trip ~o 
,,. York to secure extension of time from lns 
...-• . creditors. He sold his diamonds, mort-
"'~ his land, and since the law did not rermit 

~~~-i::iging his hon:ie he sold it and put the 
--c\" in the business. By these strenuous 

r - .~res he tided over the threatening period, 
":.'., ~ through a littler grayer but with the 
·. , ,·ital force and with the same deterrni1ia
•; , :,, succeed. Since then the name Stuckey has 
..,., writ large over the commercial affairs of 
; •. : Texas. The J. F. Stuckey Company n'Jw 
.,. ... fi\'e of the finest department stores in that 
,. -: of the state, located at Longview, Jackson
· . . Center, Atlanta and Beckville. 
ll r. Stuckey was one of the organizers of the 

·~ ,: •ney Syndicate, located at 303 Fourth Ave
•··· ~rw York City, and is one of the stockhold

subscribed to make good his promise ':ir a per
manent building. That building is mt! of the 
finest homes occupied by any Region1.l Chamber 
of Commerce in the state . 

Mr. Stuckey was also chosen chairn.111 of the 
Gregg County committee to secure th E- .,.uota for 
the Rotary State Meeting at Corsican:. in April, 
1928. As chairman of the finance con,71 it tee for 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, Sou:'J. he has 
likewise exemplified his power and r t:;o urceful
ness in financial matters. \Vhen the ,:1urch was 
confronted with the question of raisin~ :l sum of 
money for the Missionary Society h t promptly 
made plans and raised a thousand dolh.:-s for that 
purpose on one Sunday morning in le~ than ten 
minutes. He is also a steward of 1.·~ ~ church. 
Mr. Stuckey is a director of the J. H . .-Hkinson 
Canning Compar.y, is president of the Longview 
Country Club, is a Knight Templar M1..·•1.-n, and a 
member of the Knights of Pythias. 

In any discussion of his business i.=:1irs and 
achievements Mr. Stuckey constantly : ~inks a1:d 
frequently unconsciously expresses 1-:=nself m 
terms "We," thus giving tribute to Mr:;. Stuckey, 
to whom he has assigned a large TT.<':iSUre of 
credit for all that he has accompli;::ied. Mr. 
Stuckey and Miss Sallie E. Hopkins "ere mar
ried in 1903. She was reared at Leesh~-g. Texas, 
daughter of T. T. and Josie (Laney~ Hopkins. 
Her father was a merchant. Mrs. S=key was 
educated · at Leesburg. She has sto:..:. by and 
helped him in his business and in the w.ter years 
of their prosperity she . had found r..il1Y other 
opportunities for valuable service, par.:.:ularly in 
the planning and carrying out of me~=es _for a 
more beautiful community. Her ;:-articular 
hobby is beautifying the lawns and yJ..::-tls of the 
people of Longview. She is a men-::~r of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, ::::.;,mber of 
the City Plan Commi ssion, of the L~.:~es Auxil
iary of the Chamber of Commerce. 

.. ~nd directors. This syndicate now handles _ SAMUEL T. MARRS was a native of : he Mans-
•· !,uying for more than one hundred and fifty fi eld i ocality --or'Tarrant County anc 5pent his 
, ••·< in Texas and in other states. Mr. Stuckey useful life in that community, a fa.::::1er, land 
- , director in the Retail Dry Goods Association owner, merchant and banker. 
,. T,·xns. ·He was born six miles from Mansfi,'.-3. in May, 

,i'hilc his personal business record is an exam- / 1859, and died at his home in Mansfit: . .: January ~ 
,. ,,! achievement rarely encountered, he has 22, 1917, at the age of fifty-seven yi.;.rs, seven rJ P.."' 
-- ·. ,-qually as forceful and useful in his leader- months. Both his own and his wife's i:Llnily were II r 

• in community affairs. He served one year Kentuckians. His father, A. K. Mz.:::s, served fll-
•· 1 r,-,ident of the Longview Chamber of Com- as a Confederate soldier in the Cir:i:. war, was · 
r • ~1- . is county councillor of the East Texas taken prisoner and held two years, ar,.:. after the 
. c:·. l,cr of Commerce for Gregg County and war returned to Tarrant County, wr."':->! he had 

- · • • ,,nc of the men chiefly responsible for get- settled some years before. He lived ~: his home -, l_a ~ -
; the permanent location of the Texas Cham- farm five miles north of Mansfield um:::. his death 

,. '. f Commerce established at Longview. This at the age of fifty-seven. He married ~,rncy jtag-, ,r-, t 
· '. ,l'm was finally settled early in 1928 at a land, a native of Kentucky, daughte of CP. J. IJ, f ' 
• ": :11 ~ of the Board of Directors o~ the East Ragland, who was a Kentucky plante_ and~ 
. ' ·'.' Chamber of Commerce at Dallas. Mr. ~r, and was also an early settler w. Tarrant . 
· · "'Y was chairman of the committee that County, where he engaged in farminf :s.nd stock 
· ·:. n•d before the directors and after guaran- raising. Nancy Ragland was born_ ir. Kentucky 
· · ;: a beautiful building at the cost of forty and died at the home five miles @;:> of Maps-

. · ,, nd dollars, erected according to plans which field at the age of fifty-four. 
' ~tu~key h ad drafted, the directors formally Samuel T . Marrs, only son of his 0<!rents, at
• " •·d mto a contract giving Longview the per- tended school at Mansfield, and his ,.uly _n~an
t · · nt hea dquarters of the regional chamber. hood was devoted to farming and st.,.:~ raising. 

·, Mr. Stuckey and his committee returned He was one of the leading business mt.:. of Mans-
, · ' the entire town was at the train to give field for many years, at first a har.:-:.are mer
• • welcome as a returning conquering hero. chant, and subsequently took a pror.:.:..'1.ent part 

1 t: once ca11ed a meeting of the business in- in the organization of the First Na::::.'!'lal Bank 
· •- '., and explained what had been done and and became the first president of t hat :!lstitution. 

· " •·d at Dallas, and before he left the floor . Ill health compelled him to retire fror.:. this posi
• jm of twenty-one thou sand dollars had been tion, and in his last years he devoted !:.is time to 

!, I 
I.; 
I 
I,: 
I : 
! I 
I ' 

' 

,· 
' 1'.. 



, l 

212 TEXAS 

the supervision of his investments and farm in
terests. He was a man of strict honor, courteous, 
faithful in the discharge of his obligations, and 
enjoyed fully the r espect and esteem of his com
munity. He had for a number of years been a 
member of the Masonic fraternity and was treas
urer of the Baptist Church and a Democrat in 
politics. 

Sam~ el T. Marrs married, December 20, 1880, 
Miss ,Zassandra Back. They were married at 
her home five miles ¢ th of Mansfield. Mrs. 
Marrs, who survives her husband and resides 
in Mansfield, is a daughter of Jacob Back, a na
tive of Kentucky, who settled in Tarrant County, 
Texas, about 1850, at about the same time the 
Marrs fami ly same to t he state. J acob Back 
was a Confederate soldier, joining from Tarrant 
County and serving under General Jackson. 
After the war he followed farming in Tarrant 
County until his death. He married Nancy Mur
p_hy, who wa s born in Kentucky, daughter of 
William Murphy, a banker and slave owner. Mrs. 
Nancy Back died at the age of sixty-two. Of 
her six sons and two daughters only two are now 
living, Jacob and Mrs. Marrs. Jacob Back is a 
retired farmer at Mansfield, and by his marriage 
to ~ Munsey has two sons and one 
daughter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marrs be~ame the parents of 
six daughters. Gordie Myrtle, born October 11, 
1884, is the wife of W . A. Fitts, a traveling sales
man at Fort ·worth, and has one son. Nana Lee, 
born June 26, 1886, is the wife of Pettis Pipes, a 
music teacher at Sherman, Texas. A . Maude, 
born January 17, 1893, is the wife bf H enley 
Brindley, a farmer near Maypearl in Ellis 
County, and has two children. Eulalia Alma, 
born July 13, 1896, is the wife of Clyde Turner, 
a traveling representative for a wholesale gro
cery house at Durant, Oklahoma, and they have 
one daughter. Mafgie E., born February 16, 
1900, is the wife o L. R. Myer, football coach 
at the Texas Christian University at Fort Worth. 
Ruth Maurine, the youngest child, ·was born No
vember 26, 1903, and is the wife of Dr. Zach 
Bobof, a physician at Fort Worth. 

FRANK 0. MONTAGUE. While · there is much 
yet to be done in behalf of the agriculturists, a 
most remarkable advance has beef} made in their 
condition through the service r endered by the 
highly trained county agents, men especially edu
cated for their work, who are able through natu
ral ability and training to solve many of the prob
lems of the farmer, to encourage greater produc
tion, to interest the rising generation in the basic 
industry of agriculture, and keep the young 
people in their home neighborhood, which, for so 
many cogent reasons, is so desirable. One of 
these valuable men worthy of more than passing 
mention because of what he has accomplished is 
Frank 0. Montague, county agent 6f Nacogdoches 
County. . 

Frank 0. Montague was born in Kosse, Lime
stone County, Texas, October 3, 1892, a son of 
W. E. and Elizabeth (Partin) Montague, natives 
of Alabama and Texas, respectfully. The mother 
died about 1895, but the father survives and is 
residing in Rockdale. FO'r a number of years he 
was a planter, but then became a rural mail car
rier, and so served for twenty years. He is a 
Mason and Woodman .of the World, and belongs 
to the Baptist Church. · The paternal grandfa
ther was John Montague, a native of ·south Caro-

Jina, who moved to Alabama prior to the wa 
between the states, in which conflict he served / 
a gallant soldier. He was a plantation owne/ 
but after the close of the war taught school i~ 
Alabama for a time. The maternal grandfather 
was a rancher of Uvalde, T exas, and lived to be 
eighty-six years old. 

After he had completed the courses of the 
public schools and Rockdale High School Frank 
0. Montague entered the Agricultural and Me- •j 

chanical College of Texas, and was graduated in ,· 
animal husbandry in 1915. For a short time he ·.• 
fed cattle in Texas Experiment Station No. 10 at 
Bryan, after which for eighteen months he was 
in the Bureau of Animal lndustry1 West Point 
Mississippi. He was then transferred to th~ 
State College, Auburn, Alabama, as assistant beef 
cattle specialist for the state and federal govern
ments, and r emained there for some eighteen 
months. From there he was transferred to the 
State · College, Auburn Agricultural College ·• 
where he taught animal hu sbandry for two years' · j 
Going then to Opelika, Alabama, he operated ~ ! 
private farm for four years; and then, for ihe ~ 
succeeding two years he served as county agent ;~ 
for Wilkes County, Georgia, and in 1925 was --~ 
transferrea to Nacogdoches County, Texas. - ·r 

Upon corning to Nacogdoches County Mr. Mon- -.: 
tague immediately inaugurated a very progres- ~ 
sive program which includes the following: Boys 
and Girls Club Work, the production of Cotton 
Queen of the South for two years, the corn cham
pion of Texas in 1927, the most completed records 
of club work of any county in Texas for 1926, 
the carrying of the largest delegation of farm 
people from Nacogdoches County to the annual 
farmers short course in 1927, and has achieved 
many other things. In soil construction he ad
vocates terracing and the use of fertiliers. He 
has raised the production of cotton in the county 
from about 14,000 bales to 38,000 bales. The 
county now uses more commercial fertiliers than 
any other county in Texas; more food and feed 
crops are produced than ever before in the . his
tory of the county; and more terracing is being 
done than ever before, with most admirable re
sults. Mr. Montague, through his tact and the 
awakening of the co-operative spirit, has been 
able to eliminate the feeling that existed between 
the city and country people, and they are working 
t ogether more harmoniously than ever before in 
their history. Through his energy he has been 
able to accumulate a fund that allows him to give 
larger cash pries to the Boys and Girls Clubs 
than those paid by any other county, the amount 
being about $1,400 annually. In chicken raising 
he has accomplished much, now having two 
hatcheries ~n Nacogdoches, and thes·e are proving 
a source of interest and encouragement to chicken 
raisers throughout all of this region. Through 

' his offices a large creamery has been located in 
Nacogdoches, and this has proven a great stimu
lus to the dairy interests, which have largely in
creased . At different times he holds farmers in
stitutes, at which he has good music furnished 

: ! 

by the local band, and his speeches on agricul
tural subjects are listened to with great interest. 
He is a born leader, a sympathetic friend, and a 
man who is able to win the warm and effective 
support of all with whom he is associated. Like 
his father he is a Mason and Woodman of the 
World, and a strong believer in fraternal life. 
The Christian Church has in him one of its most 



FIRST NATIONAL BANK - Marker application 

1st pres. - Samuel T, Marrs 
o1, "'1/' /JM~ - ;_,/4,., 4/1-11.:lT,-,v 
~ pres. µ Earl R. Holland 

1859 - 1917 
j 

1880 - 1927 
Son of John Marion Holland and Nancy Parker (Murdock) Holland 

Wife - Clara Warren Holland 1875 - 196.3 

lived in Feild house on Oak St. after Mr. Dukes died. 

G.o. Bartel 1875 - 1929 cashier of bank 



Federal Reserve Bank 
Archives Division 
400 South Akard Street 
Dallas, Texas 

Genteemen1 

Februar~ 27, 1985 

I Bm writing an application for a Texas hiRtorical 
marker for the First National Bank Building in Mansfield, 
and I need to document the facts of its operation. I can
not locate any papers or evidence locally to support its 
history. 

The bank was organized about 1904 by Troy Hackler with 
Samuel Marrs as the first president. Earl Holland was the 
president when the bank closed in 1927 because of insufficient 
funds, It was reorganized a s the Farmers and Merchants 
Bank which was taken over by the Mansfield State Bank in the 
early 1930's. 

Any information that you may have will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Beryls. Gibson 

\ 
\ 

\ 

\ 



() 
Comptroller of the Currency 
Administrator of National Banks 

Washington, D. C. 20219 

Ma y 11, 1988 

Ms. Kate McDonald 
3724 Linden Avenue 
Fort Worth, TX 76107 

Dear Ms. McDonald: 

This is in iesponse to your letter dated February 24 which was 
received in my office on March 7 for process~ng. 

You requested any information we have th a t would list the names 
of the founders or board of directors for the First National 
Bank of Mansfield and Arlington National Bank. 

The only documents we could located concern the First National 
Bank of Mansfield and they are enclosed. 

I am sorry that we could not locate anything concerning the 
other bank. 

Sincerely, 

~µJi~ 
Frank Vance, Jr. 
Public Affairs Specialist 

Enclosure(s) 

FV: le 
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CERTIFICATE RELATIVE TO AMENDMENT OF ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 

Charter No . ... L .. ?._.?2./ ........ . 

THE .......... t\t~f:?.1-... ............ NATIONAL BANK ··········· ·· ··········· .. .......... OF .~·~.1:.~:~E~~.~~.~.~.<?.~~.~:~ ...... ·. i/ 
(Date) ..... ... J unuary .. 11th •.. 1927 .... .............. .. · ...... · 

At a meeting of the shareholders of the .. ........ ?~.~~t ... ....................................... Nati~nal 

..................................... ... B~nk .of. ...... 1:~~~~~ .!~::. ~~~.~ .. :~.~~.'::~---,· held on ... ;i:~.~~.~3:-!'.:J~ .. }J.~ h ~ 102 7.. ✓ 

thirty d[!,ys' notice of t_he proposed business having been given, at which sh~re°f!,old_ers 

were present, in person and by proxy (no director, or other officer, clerk, teller, or book-

k t . ~· ) t· t11 162 h ,-r ·t l t k eeper ac inti as proxy , represen in~ .................................................. s ares o, capi a s oc , 

section ................ of the Articles of Association was amended to read as follows: . 
~esolved that the Articles of' Association of' the First National 

Banl: 12rovidi :r:.g :for Nir:.e ( 0) Director □ bo and is hereby cha nr,ed 

frot1 Nine (9) to Seven (7) and that the nunber of said directors 

ohall conoiot of Seven in nur.iber intil futller changed. 

T_he ( oregoing resol7!:'tiun was adopted by the fallowing vote: 

NAME OF SHAREHOLDER 

E . l.3errley 

F. Br adford Estate 

c. Brndford 

Bratton 

Bratton 

F .. Chorn 

D. Chorn 

Gron 

R. J~oll:m d 

1I . !.:arti n 

RESIDENCE 

Ft. \'!orth, Texas 

l~uns fielc, Texas 

llancf'ield, Texas 

" II 

II " 
II 11 

II " 
" II 

II II 

Ft. ;:ortL, T G:~ao 

NAME OF PROXY 

le""
J.B. Chorn 

...: • 13 . ~horr. 

J. :i . Chorn 

J. J?. r:.;hor~ 

J. D . . Chorn 

No. oF 
SIIAHES 

10 

15 

5 

/IJ 

5 

10 

5 

10 

15 



:'\ ,\ l\lE OF S IIAJlEl!OLDER 

r~ . J •: • HclUll nn 

c. A. ~cith l: Sons 

J. A. Smith 

J . \"! . Gponcer 

J . N. 'l' : ,or,1as 

1':rs. H. J. Wats on 

2 

HESIDENCE 

_ ~!.l:1-nef i _e l <:i , Texas 

" " 

" II 

Ft. \'/or.th, Texo. !3 

Mansfield, Texas 

Arlington, TexOB 

NAME OF PROXY : No. oF 
SHARES 

c==T=--:-::i--~ ==-~~.:::;.~:;:.. 

J • ... .O. .. . __ Cborn . 

J. B • . 9)19rr1 

! 
-- i 

I 

ro 
.. .. :_.-5 . ·-. --··-·- --( 

( 

I 

l . .. .. __ J> .. ·-· --· ·---

. - .. 5 . 

35 

20 

i ---- ... _ .... _. ---- ·· ___ .. _ . ...... - -+-~---- - · ------------- - -··. ·-,----·--·- -·-· ------·-··-··--- -· ··-- -- ··-···-- · ,·· - .· .. -4 .. . .-·- . ., .. , 
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,tOAINST RESOLUTION. 
ft-= 

NAME OF SHAREHOLDEH . 
. ·• ~ .. :,:;-.- •: :. ...: .~.:.: - •- - --~.;=.;.::.~~-~ -:,-J;½· ~--~~ ~ ~ v " 

: •'~•:;~::,·!~(~:<:/< ,. :,;,~:-~-- --- --,·•··· . I • ; 

,J, ~~~,+~;;j;~r::JJ[~~E --~:~~7.-==r·~······~>~ --·· ............ -j. ·· 
. ··~----· - . -- ···· ;:-., 

.,•, •-

~' I 
~ ........ , .... - ,., -.-- •·- ,. I 1 

1_~;-_:::;_~.r .• _:,~.·.·;:l.1.2,.,•_~,} _;; ___ :_:.1_·_·_:.:;_·.~-; _:_ .. :_-:. ,: ~---~~-~-~ ---1.;_.-_: __ i __ -.·_. __ ;:: ;, .. ;,. 1: - i· - - . - - - - - - 1 
- , - . .. . - - .• . - .. ---- ·-1 •• - - -

. ) ·. 

' 

,--
' 

.. cc~,~ -~c:,c=~•==· · •··-- ·· .==-:'.. . ·· · .·· / I ·-:::2-- . ,/ . .,,.~-« of the resolutioa_ _____ ( .. .. /.l'.2- . ....................... ...... .... .. 
,.J. 

Total number of shares voted i;,,,,•t·" _ _ . ✓ 
~4l~U>li the resolution _ ____ . ............... O.. ......... ..... . .. .......... .... . 

Total number of shares voted IJ.~-.:~.;.i $1. the meeting _____ ___ ... ... /.6 .. 7:-:-............ .&/ ............ .. 

Total number of shares repr~ ·_,l ,-,.i\:k of bank .... .... _ . ___ ... .... . "?.-:.£.ti. .............. ( ............ . 
'J,'otal number of shares of capl"f'I::.--/ 

SEAL 
Of 

BANK. 

, 1 /¢) rhat the f oretoi,,,~a 1 is a true and correct report of the 
I hereby c.--/ 

, ,.;.v.ution adopter= c1t. a ,nee~of the shareholders of 

vote and of thP' ' , I• . ---Y~h!L)¢_ __ // ... -=----l«. .. ·Z. .. 2 ......... ... v 
~✓ ~ // 

this bank hel,C ~-.W~L~?: .. ( 
V · President a @sl!Jil.izr . 

.. ... .. ...... 
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. l/-1>,#W Com.ptroller ofthe Currency, 
• · It . , :,r. 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

Itl hereby certi~t ~ -. . .. . ~-...... . ..... installment, 

-~-~,.s~$--.:.2i--;;:;;::·~·· .. ······· ..... :.······.··:······ ·····:~:·:··~.: J 7. b ~· · :·:···············:/·····~··~~ 

> · ! .. ,., , .;I':, ·~·~ - / 
. o <;t ....... ... ........................ .. ·~· ....... .. .... ........... . . . ...... .. , ias een pai in on accou ~ 

CaA ·tal Stock_ ~f The .: .. ... ~ ......... ............ ~ ... ... .. .... ... . ... .... .............. .... . 

........... ......................... the certification of payments to date being as follows: 

irst installment (at organization) .. .. ... . ........ . .... . 8 ... .. /'?.-:., .J:..~ ... 9.., .... ~ v ~ I. - c 'f 

Second " . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . 2., .. ~9. ... .. t;? .. 1 . . ?.--v · 
Third '' .. . . . ... ........ . ... .. .... .... . ..... . ........ . ....... ...... ~ 1.$: .. .. ~ .... <?..! .. : .. -- ✓ 
Fourth " . . .. . . . .. . .. . .. .. ........... . ... . . . .. .. ...... · .... .. ..... ~ .. ~ :· ···?·:: .. ~ 0 -✓ 
Fifth " . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ ".?.-,.~ ... 9. ..... 9. .... ·.· ... ~. 0 

Sixth " 

Total ....... ..... . . . .......... . ......... . .. . ..... ... ..... . ,f'/J~~Qo.~ . .... :.e.: ... .... .,1 • •••• •••••• • • •..•. ••• . .••.•••••••• 

Subscribed and sworn to this .. . 7 
1/ 

... .... ......... . ,190-4/ 
/ 

0FFJ t:lAL SEAL :1 
Ii 
:1 

01' :1 

OFFICEU. 

.N'otaru Public. 

N. n.-The scconcl nnd ~11hse11uent p:1yments need not be restricted to 10 per ccut enoh, ns the cnpitnl i;tock of the h:rnk 
may lie pa id , if dcsire,1, in n1h·a11cc of the time r<><111ired hy law. Do not include in cerlili,·ates a fraction o l a !l oll:ir. 

No p.,yn, ents 011 accrrnnt of suh,eriptions to tltc capital i;tock ~houl <I he c:ll' rit:!I to stock :ieconnt, nor cnlne<I in reports of 
t·onclitio11, ns (':tpital ~tock, 1111til !late of ct>rtilkation to this otli!'c. Pt•1Jtli11g s111 ·h ccrtitie;11ion pny111ents shonl<l he t·nniHI inn 
S('para1e m:couut to the cred it of shareholders ~nd entered iu reports to this ollicc as · • Liabilities other thau those state<l." 
( ltem 2U.) 

-



THEASURY DEPARTMENT, } 
OFFICE OJI" C O MPTROLLER OF TUB Cu:aaENCV. 

l'orrn llll.-Ed. 2 21003 1,000. 

0.ATH OF PTJBLIOATION . 
.J 

/;; 
ST.ll.1'E OF .......... ~ ........... .. ....... : ........... lss . 

Connly of_ ... ':'Z~ ......... S .! u L .. ~~ J i 904 

1 
• i 1o.' i :. (;ufo pi.fi ;] ! :_ i· 

.1.t,'L 1 f (i._14 

C ut tho printed notice from the ncwspnpe r nnd nllnch 
here. 

Div. . . i . ' ( i I ·1 t'"'_tD P J, ' ' Y\)' 
· · • _1t '. L u ·.u <v 1 . • 

·· · ··· · ······ ·· · ··· · ·· · · · ·· · · ·· •··• •o, ., ....... ...... .. . .. . 

pu,per for a, period of at least sixty days, beginning the./E.:, .... ..... ..... .. 

day of .... .. ~ . . . . . , and ending the .. ... . ./ . .{;, ... ... ..... . . 

day oj'. ... .. .... ... . . .... ........ .. .... .. .. .............. , 190.f/ • 

.. ~ .. r~ . 
in and ..... ······· .. .. . .......... .. ... .. .. ·•·········· ······ 

resaid, this . . .. ~ Y ......... .. . -, 190 .. '/ 

.lt!f 1- - C) /" : ........ . 

/UL4~~ 

( 

C 
< 
( 

r 
C 



'1'0 OWHXl,rn 

"T.Z Fi. t :tr, t . l . . · ..,'.· _,., 
ie ... .. r..s .. .... .. .. ...... 1, a iona ................... ..... :: .. .... :. 

Ca7'Jita,t ."-' 25 000 · . >, .· ;/ .. ' 'IP_.... ·-t · :· . ........ ........................... . . 

Population, ... l , 200. 

=-· . . ===·=·-:..·--=·=·=-·==== === === 

~rcas1u:n ~.c.p-axtu.t.cnt, 
... OFFICE OF-COMPTROLLER OF THE CURRENCY, 

JVii-shinJJto,,,, ....... Mar..ch .... l ....... ... .... ...... ..... , 190 .. 4.. 

\\'ith the appl'oval of the ~ecretary of the 

Ti·cas111-y, t,he or·ga.nizat,ion of the above-named 

lwri' 



', ,, ,, , ' " 1 " •1• • 1 • •" l I , II 11, , ill. I ' t hll , ,.'\< , • . i 

Fu nu ;Ct !•. ··• t>q;au1:t.alio11. - Ed . 1i J:; l:11;1 ;~,11lAJ. \ 

APPLICATION TO ORGANIZE A NATIONAL BANK. 

~ ............................................. ................... ·. ····:····· ·· ··············· .···· . 

We request that the title be reserved for a, period of sixty days mid the 

''2}J}lff:Z:!/;~1l"J:s ~'!d i,i::·i,ctions sent to ................. .... . . . · · · ·· · ·· ····· · 
.., . ,. ,. ... - -~ . . . 

, '/ 
. . 

(Thia application must be algned by at lent five prospective ahareholden, ct1id indoraed u indicated.] 

. SWJS.\TUH.E~ OF Al'l'LlCAl\1'~. 
·1· . J<'INAJ\ C I.\.L 8Tllh:l\t:'l'II, 

J!ESll>E:-CES. BUt'l:-E~S. }' 

- - ---- - ·· ·---.. --· - - --- 1:,; 'l<HlH•;s, 

2-o&oo..;:~ 
. ... /Of..OCtl~ 

pvt7 ~ 
lf-C/ .. 

/. ./~.....,. ~o 
. ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 

1'/w si!j'1w1·s v/ this <rp11li<~uJio11, ft,1·c known lo /)(: r,:pulu/Jle ciliz<•ns, a1ul tlw 

j'oJ'l.j,foi11tf i11fvr11u1lio11- in reft'l'Nte<! lo lll<'ir l11f.,•i111•ss ,11ul ji11((.nriul sl<n1rlin~· is, 

in 1ny 0;1i11io11, N11·r1·d. 

* 
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NOTICE OF INSOLVENCY _ OF- NATIONAL BANK -. 

•• ' 
·. ,. .. 

-~ ~ . . . 
:-:-: 

'• •,. 

Addrf reply to 
COMPTROLLE F THE CURRENCY 

DCC_ 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT . J 

OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER OF THE CURRENCY 

WASHINGTON 

May 18, 1927 

O.:r ,ga.n h .a t.J.o.n. . D.l "{ .l.O.tO.l'.\.' ..•••.•••••...•.. ... 

, . . ·, 

' .. J., 
· •fr_ I '". 

Dear Sir: 
j 

::::•'li~-:::,,:.~(::U(~:1i~t ~;):l-; 
You are advised that The .. _ Fi_rst .. National_.Bank, ..... . ...... ---•- .. , .... , .. . •• . .. : .. · :.: ;; ~ -· ~ : ;; •• ✓ • • ~ :-·': ;,, "!"" --~ itr,+•~'<,fr;. • 

ie insolvent, and was on ...... ·thi-&•4ay ....... . .. . ... . : ................. . 

placed in charge of .......... J'as. •.. E. •.. l',OKiJ.Ul.~ ............. .......... . 

Reepectt'ully, 

!il. w. Stearns. 

Deputy Comptroller. 

. ·:, ., .;'I'-. 
•·. -.,_,:, 

::::.-r-., 
··~--_, . , 

. ' •.' A ., 

··)?~~ 
[/ 

~ 
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_,_ REPRODUCED AT THE MAT I ONAL ARCHl..VES 

TR.&ASURY DEPARTJdXNT, 
, Oice orUie Co111plrolleuf the CarreocJ.-fvra ~g. 0. 

. (id. l-lf,..l9U1-Z,OOO.) 

ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION. 

ior the purpose of organizing an assodation to C4"J on the business of h~king, under the laws of 
the Unit ea States, the undersigned subscribers for the stock of the Assodation hereinafter named 
do enter into the following Articles of Association: 

Fi1·~t. The title of this Association shall be* "The __ F.ir.s.t_Jfaii.onal .. B.anlL.Qf ... -...... -.... ~ .. 

·-·!,!an s ffeTd ;-~--... -r ' ..... - ·· , .~ . ... . .. . __ ... ,~---"-e·-· · · ····- -·~ --·-----·-·· ..... .... ~~ ---··-· -·· ·- . -~ .· . . ·-·· -- - . " 

Second. The place where its banking house or' office sh~ll be located, and its operations of discount 

an<l deposit carried on,, and its general business conducted, shall be .. the ... t.uwn .. of .. .Mans.fi..al.d,-...... . 

Tarr an tC Q U.l'"\ t_y .,_ .. Texas .... ·········-·······-· ... ···-··-,··· ... ·············- · ·······-··-···~··-..... '. ··-········-··-.. -· .. ·--··· 

:.l'lt'ird. The Board of Dire~rs shall cons\~/of J1.1ne .... f.ih~r .. ~~O.l9&I:1iL.1 .. Q..mL.~ .... f.Q1J .. QWJJ.1C 

nm8~.~- ·p.e.r:sons..:. ... ~\T.!.~~.r:.~~~-'-·-.... ~~i~~i~dm-~~1\."-.B.c§:.tJQ~-~.t.~.Q.,.J .. ?-.C.K.§Q.th ..................... . 

J~y~ Crow, .. J .• \7 ._ SpeJccr, .. W.R. Grove ... , ..... HJI.Mabry &._J.M. Elli o ~ ~ ... nre .. herel?Y ..... . 

c,pp.c.int.e.d .. Dir.e.c.t.or.s .. of ... thi.s. .. f,.s.$.OC.l.atJon. .. to .. ho_ltL.t..he1r ... offJ,c.os ... as .. sllciL 

un ti l __ .the .. r e e;ulnr .. annual .. e lee tion.· takes. place ,pursuant .. t? ... t.hE: ___ f_o_~r.t.11 .. 
. . . . 

article of these ArttclQ~ Qf As~OC!§tign ~~-- . -
~ij;lleitillel~~~~~~:QJ;:~0W~a~~n&1.aii;. ....... ~ .......... _ ........ ..................... . 

' . ;t.-.. . 

~ ........................................................................... . .......... , 0t' tlit 81,1,0B: 8tft0t' p-1~ 6;1ttl time lll'l 8, ll'l:QjQl·it-y Of 

:-:<:,..:;,i:~~::_:;;,;~.e~;ttttti9~~~~--~,~~,~;~~:~ ;~\-~ :,~,~,,~\'.:::NV::n,~;;~~~W· · >~~- · :· ··::~~: -; . ·_ -._,,;:: .- _ ::,_: · -·-:: 
\f \/ :':J;:i .; :P'ou,re/1,;,:_The res-war ·annual meetings of the· shareholders for the election of Directors shall be held 
j/:•r'-'.?,;·)~t the banking house of this Association on the seconcf. Tuesday of January of each year; but if no election 
: , .. ~/> J:l~all be held on that day, it may be held ou any otheJ' day according to the provisions of section 5149 of the ·,·,,· .. ··,· :·.-.• ;>' . ., . . 
', ;/\;,:)Revised Stat-u.tes of the United States, an_d all elections shall be held according to such regulations as may 
\t;{/-:heprescrib~d by the Board of Directors, not inconsi~tent with the provisions of the National Banking Law, 
· ·\f : ~d of these articles. ,· · · ; . · l 

''". , : ,: . '· •·-~ \ ' . . . .)to . J. . l 

·· ; :.'\ O' F-ij'th. The capital stock of this :A,ssociation s~ll be , ... 'twpnt1-~.fiJl.e. ... ::::::!':':.::.==.-:-.-=:.:: .. -,, .. "!".:-:.::.-,, .. =:.:::=.-:-.:-_ 

... _ .................... -...................... _ .. ___ .................... ... ·,._~ ...... ,...:;._ ....... -thousand dollars, divided into shares 
of one hundred dollars each; but the capital may, with the approval of the Comptroller of the Currency, be 
· increased at any time by shareholders owning two-thirds of the ~tock, according to the provisions of an act of 
Congress approved May 1, 1886; and in case of the increase of the capital of the Association, each shareholder 

.,. · · shall have the privilege of subscribing for such numbe,r& of shares of the proposed increase of the capital stock 
as he may be entitled to according to the number of sh~res owned by hi.ul before_ the stock is increased. 

. S-ixth. The Board of Directors, a majority of whqµi sh~ll pe a quorum to do business, shall elect one 
. , f?_ . qf its member!;!. President of tl:Lis Asso,ciatiou, who s~ll hold his offico '(unless he shall be disqualified, or be 

. ·:-J;;~ner rei;rl2,Y~ by.,~ _.ti~~hirqs vote -~f au the mem b~rij <?! the Board) for the term !?~· '~.lE~E: }10_\\"aS ~lecte~ 
. ":c~ "'' ··· a Director: The Directors shall have'power to elect a Vice .. Pre.sidout, who sl1ail also be a member of the 

Board of Directors, an<l who shall be authorized, in the absence or inability of the President from any cause, 
to perform all acts and duties pertaining to the office of Pre:::iid.ent except such as the President only is 
,uthorized . by law to perform, and to elect or appoin~ a Cashi.~r, and such other officers and clerks as may 
J>e required to transact the business of the Association; to fix the salaries to be paid to them, and continue 
them in office, or to dismiss them as, in the opinion of a majority of the Board, the interests of the Associ .. 
ation may demand. . _ _ '' . . 

The Directors shall ha. ve power to define the d ut~e~ pf the offlcers and 9ler ks of, the Association, to require 
bonds from them, and t_o fix the penalty thereof; to regi.tlate the manner in which0elections of Directors shall 

. ,1 • 

be held, and to appoint judges of the elections; to m~e _all by-laws that it may be proper for them to make 
not inconsistent with law, for the general regulation.'ir the business of the Association and the management 
of its affairs, and generally to do and perform all acts that it may be legal for a Board of Direotors to do and 
perform under the Revised Statutes afor~said. 

2-38:11 * Care should be taken to state the exact title n.s approved. 
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Seventh. This Association shall continue for the perirnl of twenty years from the daJe of the execution 

of its C :ganizatiou Certificate, unless sooner placec.1 iu voluntary liq uidatiou by the act of its shareholders 
owning at least two•thirds of its stock, or otherwise dissolved by authority of law. 

Eiyhth. These Articles of Association may be changed or amou<lotl at any tiU10 by shareholders 
owning a majority of the stock of the Association, iu any manner not inconsistent with law; aud the Board 
of Directors, or a.ny three shareholders, may call a meeting of tho shareholders. for this ur any other purpose, 
not inconsistent with law, by publishing notice thereof for thirty <lays in a newspaper published in the 
town, city, or county where the Bank is located, or by mailing to each shareholder notice in writing thirty 

days before the time fixed fo~1e meeting. j}) /' 

i)u wilu••• 1ufumof, we have he,ennto set on, hands, .this ····Uf./41£. ......................... day of 

"·. J.:ur.c.h,.. ....................................... , .................................... ......... .. ...................... I 9C4 . 

_:_!__~ .• ~j;·~~~~~'F-_.;=:~_-·======================~======================= 

v\1 \ --· · J__ f <JnaMJ. ····· ·········----····-------------- --······························································· · ·· i" 
v(' ~~ I .. ~ . . ········· ·· · . ... ·• . •··••••··•••·•·····••········ ········ · ········ · ··············· · ····· ····· · ·· · · ···· · ················· ·· · ·· ··· ·1 2::.1 

~ i 
.',: ; 1 · · · · ........ ····d_········· ............. ~·.-··························· ··············································· 24 

v\ i · 
4 ·. . . . .•.... .. .•• .•.•••••••••..••••••..•. ••••·• ·· ·····•····• •····••··•·•··············· · · · ······ · ·· · ·· ··· · · ···· ·· ·· .••. 25 

.. ··1 

v,... 5 .~ •.. . .• - .c"·-· . . ..•.. L ."~.;/;;:" ~:e:.-:-.: ..... :....................... ..... .. .......... ...... ..... .. . ...... ......... .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . "6 

,· ' ---
:, · · . ~.'!l!.'1:.. .........• -:',,.,. .... .. ········ ····························•······ ··················· · ·· ········· · ··· 27 

• 28 

. <Jc•'~• 1~~····~········~·-·i :•.•-- ·--,· . . ..••• ···········•::························ .............. " · 
~\ !) 1 ·:J~; c.~;!/.~Ctil&~d .... c~ .... ................... 1 

··•············ • · · · • ······ ································ · · · ····· ···· · · . . . . . .. 30 
/ , 

/• 
I I/ 

1e.7i --·· ••· · ···-· ········ · ··· · -·· •····· ·· · · · ····· · · · · ····· ·······-············ · ··· ······•·································••·•··· · · ······· · ··········· •· ··· · · · ·· 31 

I 
11 ••••••... . ..••••••.•.. •.•. ·. . .... ••. •... . .... •••••••• •• . . . . . • • •• • •• • . •• • .• • . ••• .• . . . • . • • . ••. • •.• • . • • . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . • • • . . • • . • . . . . . • • • • • . . •• • .. . . • • • • . . . . . . • . . 8:.l 

12 ···· ·· · ·· •· ··· · • ···•·•····· · · · · ··• ·· ·• ···· · ··· · ·· ··· ·········· ····· ·· ········ ········ · ········•···· ·• ·· · · ··· · · · ······· ··· ·· ············· · ······· ·· ··· ··· · ··· 3::.1 

l 
1a 1 . . .. . .. . . . . ... .. ...... . . . .. .. .. . .. ...... .. .. .. ....... ........ ... . . ............................. .. . ..... . ....... .. ............ ... .. . .. ... .. . . .. .. ... . . .. . . .. .. lH 

i 

14 i ·· ··· · · · · ···· ···· · · · · · ·· ··· ·•· · · •· •··· · ·· · · · ···· ···• · ·························· ····· · ·· ···· ·· · ······••· •• · ········ · ········ ···· ····· · ······•······· · ·· ·· ···· ·· 35 

1:i i .• .. . . . . . . . . . . ... . ... . .. . . .. . . . . ... .....•.........•.•.••..••..... .•.... •..... . ........ . ···••··•·· .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .•. 86 

17 •••••. ..... .. . . ... . ..... . ....... -.... .... ... .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . ::.18 
! 

is I··· ····· ·- ·· ·· ·· ·· ········· -··· .··························· .......•...••....... ~·· .•.•. ·. ········ ················ .············· · · · · · · · ·· -· · . ... . .. . . . . . . ..... . ! 3!) 

. I 
19 .. . . . . . . . I 
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NoTE.-Five persons are required to sign on this page; wore may siE,'ll, but this number i~ sufficient. 
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~:,1j{ 
~ .c.ertif1} that these Articles of Association are executed iu duplicate; that one of the instruments 

so executed is the foregoing; and that the other, alike in all respects, is ou file with said Bank. 
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1 TREASURY DEPARTllENT, } 
· 'J~•' i'l CE c,r l'o)JP-rH 0 1.1.1::H <JF 'fHl; C u1uu.: .xc: Y . 

}"orm 40.-Ed.,l 16 1003 2,UOO. 

ORGANIZATION 

I 
! 

f - . 
CE~TIFICATE. I 

-------.+-

H1'E, the undersi_gned, whose names are specified in, article fonrth of this Certifi
l 
t ' 

cate, hrwing associated ourselves for the ' purpos~ of orrfanizinJf an Assoviation for 
" l l i· ' 

cw·1·uing on the biisiness of banking, u,nder the {a,ws of the United States, do make 
~_,. . I 

ancl e:t:ecnte the followin_g Organization Certifica.,te·: 

f t, i 
I 
a~:;:,.;:: ~tle o: the Assocttion shal:;t • " T1e Fi rs t f! a ti ona 1 E ank of 

---~ •J.: ..... _D:._. . • • , : ' _; · , .. . . ~.-. : , ·-· ........ --. - - ·-'i- , -- - -- -- - · •' 

JJ 

' 1 

Second. The said Association shall be located in the town of 

Eans field 

State of Texas 

~ t 
, Countf of Tfrrant . J' , and 

where its operations of discount and 
J. 
} 
r 

I ' 

deposit are to be carried on. ' I 
, 

Third The Capita,l Stock of this Association sl?,all be 
! 

Thousand ,\' 

-~ r 
) , and the qame shdll be divided into 

' I 

{ 
shar'<}s of one hundred dolla,rs e(wh. 

1~.: . 

' 
. '"! 

\ 
t ;: 
f 
l 
! 

! 
L 

l 
f 
~ 

f :~ 

• cs,, ohoWd b, t.kffl .. ,dll,,lh, ~~;;,od, I 
• 
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Fou:rth. The name and the residence of each Sh~reholder of this .11 ssociution, with 
the n,,1,n iuer of shares held, are as fallows: i 1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

10 

11 

12 

V 13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

~-/ 19 

i 

NAME. 

s.T.Marrs 

J.N.Thor.ias 
Jay Grow 
J.Brutton 
J.M.Elliott 

L.C.Jackson 
/ . • J. Hunt 

___ .L LE.r.a.:t.:torL .. 
!f.B.Bynum 
J.C.Talley 
Board & Chorn 
!, • J. Dukes 

Troy Hackler 
C-.V:;Hackler 
D.Florence 
t~.Ba1lweg .. _ 

Jno. !.~.Elliott 
D.C.Cogdell 
J.W.Spencer 

,:; • G. Turner , 
B. H. ?:~art in 

., .. ,::,i 2-) D.\hHumphreys 

RESIDENCE. 

1.-:ansfield, '.Texas 

" " 
" 

I 

" } .. t " ;, . 
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1949 
There were 2 bldgs. on this site 
that were destroyed by fire in 

I 
1· / 

.. / ' 

July 1947. - a cafe and our grocery 
store (formerly Waller's) The fire 
startedin the lumber yard on Walnut 
St. 
Note the transom windows on the 
bank bldg. on the right and the 
hdw. store on the rt. 

/]~ ~ 



I 

I 

File No---,--~--

. .. Charter No f S ~ * 

Capital Stock 

Filing Fees . • 

Franchise Tax • , 

s(Q3tJoo. 

s 70,dci 
/ I I.• 

$~() 

' 
Filed .in Department of Banking thii:; ;p/~ 

day of (!k/~ , 19¥ 

.. ~~ _. fi-L~c..A..-:r-- . a- ¥king Commis~ioner . 
. ~ · .iJ-.;I- ,,(...{..,1.,--l(t , ~~~t n. _,,_,,L-C..t.~ 

/'! ,-- ., a C../.1. , . c .. • . , 

. . . I u 

., 

' 1 - ... 

; 

I · 

i 

! 

-
t. 



/ 

I . 

~-----'-.. '...________!__ 

. /1,4,A-F-~ ~-/i, :9/"~- ~ ---~-· /, ,:_1/ ____ __!!. ____ _!;___ 

., - /2~ ~~~ #{:TY,,_;Jf;c~ _ _.2...,_ 
< 

' 

___ ....::.'' 

.Vo. 0 / S!u,res Subscribed 
a11d · Pa~ jor 

3o 

0 

/ (O 

"( 

I c, 

s 

-----~ s ------

3 

BEFORE UE;th~ undersi:;ned authority on th!a 
d ay pcireonnlly appeared ltrs.F~ll~Ht;;use,well known to rue to be 
the person whoae name is subscribed t~ the foregoing instru
ment and acknowleJ.ged to me tha.t she exeouted the ea.mo for the 
pu:rpoeee and ooneideration therein expressed. 
WITNESS my hand this the 26th day of Ootooer 1~27 

THE ST.ATE OF TEYAS 

a..ry I'UbliO 1n and--ror
arrant County Texas. 
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THE STATE OF TEXAs 
c ,' UUTY OF TARRANT 

·-··-------------------
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BEFORE ME,the unceraigne~ authQr1ty on th:a 
c.e.y peraonnlly appea red llrs.F. U~&uae, 1Hill known to ru13 to be 
the person whose name is aub9cribed to the fore going instru
ment and a.oknowleJ.ged to me that ehs executed tb.e same for the 
purposes and consideration therain oxpressed. 
WITNESS my hand. this th9 26th day of October 19:37 

o.ry Fublio in andi'or 
Ta rrant Countf Texas. 
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BEFORE lJE,the underaigned authority on this 

dsy per aon=-.lly appe~red, W.W. Seeton, Geo.\':~ Hackler, C. f' ~Smith, 
Harry D. Nifong illil, E.'°u. Bra:\ ford, J. M:l.ndleata.mm, J. A. \-U,lscn, R. :.!~ Thon a.a 
E ~ H. Chorn, c. J. Prat er, G. 0. Bart le, Llr s. G. 0. furtl e, J. fi. H2crr i son, ·:. ~-. ··· 
T.L.Wood,;:H~O.:Ne'.7ao:n,Ral:.;h H.Walker,J.E.Dalton & Clyc.le:"HollanC:, 
knor.n t:i me to be the perecna c.escribed in, and who executed the 
foregoing inatrUI!lent and severally ac!::no -::rle:l. 5-=d to me th=-.t they 
e:icec-uted the eams for the purr;osee and. consideration :therein 
expressed. · 

IN TESTillOllY WHEREOF, I have set my hand and affixed 
my aea1 of office this the 26th day of Octo ·oer A • .C.1927 

·= ::.: ' .:,' -:, ·-:,:, .·_·:~ for 

-Tarrant _· County, 11:exas~ . ·· ·. 
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* ,/ THE STATE OF TEX.AS, l 

County of'M ~ J{..A___..N~:::C _______ , 

KNOW ALL :VIEN BY THESE PRESENTS : That we, whose names arc subscribed hereto, a majority of whom arc 

residents of the State of Texas, have this day and do by these pre;;ents voluntarily associ.1te ourselves together for the pur

pose of es1ablishing : 

A BANK OF DEPOSJT AND DISCOUNT 

and of incorporatiug and operating the same under and Ly \'irlue uf the lal\'s uf the Stale uf Tc.xa:;; a11J to thJt euJ " " 
declare: 

FIRST 

The name of the corporalio,i shall be: 

"F fl- ti: M "-- 1"' e 1'? /"I..: 't ~ '--5=-... r~a'l:,~r~b~-f;3~ ~R. .... •~~----------

SECOND 

It shall be localed at, and its place of bu;;iness shall be ia, the town of J'1fl. N ""~'='--;,<--------

County of __ ---r--;;;_,_""R,._, .... ft'l-'-t:f-1-'-':l ....... N~:t::~-------~ State of Texas. 

THIRD 

The amount of the Ca11ital Stock shall be~£ N:f'( ~ .L!'.:..r,;fl'l,,o_,..S-"s--"P,""-N'-1!)__,, __ ---'(..,#"--':Z=~'---'-C-=•cc"e-'-_•_,> ______ Dollaro, 7 t / 

which shall be divided into, ___ ..,.2::.:.,5..,_,0"-------~•hares of One Hundred Dollars euch, all of which has been 

bona fide subscribed and :ictually a:,d fully paid in by the subscril,ers hereto, in lawful money of the llniled Stales, and 
ht now in lhe cu:Hody of the pe-rson s ht"re in hc luw , · ,rn1c,I u~ th1: fi n ;t Bon n.I of DireclOrs of the Corpo raliou . 

FOURTH 

The Board of Directo rs ~hall consist of_CiJ.J'I_J;,.____slockholders, each of 11hom shall be a bona fide owner of 

al least __ -----~l~lc-~N~-- -~•hares of the Capital' Stock of the Corporation, ancl a maj ority shall be bona fide resident 

citizens of the State of Texas. The names of the directors selected and n:;reeJ upon for the fir>t year ureas follo11·s : 

__:::S:::.!:=E...,_,E"--'--T"'-o.1.c:N"-----'---'Y1'-L..o_,y('-'-'-. _ ____ _ _ G=· ~T'--"=L.,_.__=-________ _ 

....;)-f!C.LGt:1--SC<..JtlCUiL-....!:i=:.C.Lif4----..:.Cz,__,..,,,,_..q.,_. ~YY.._._,_. _______ T.-=-. Mr, Np\;,\.. '<>T!:-J Mt::\ 

__,_B""'--'arrµt1=1-,J.£1>...CF:.i.P'-'1/f1-'9r·--"t.."'-'-' ...,,C...,, ______ ~C~, L i3.:r E2 r 1;... 'f---------

---1iJ..E~O~N~~1---,,.P~~l-----'-"n~-r~------~~ ~tL_~~~~~--------

C.t S 1::1 I I tf. .. 
FIFTH 

The Corporation shall ~ontinue and be in fore,, for fifty years. 

SIXTH 

The names and residences of all the subscribers to the Capital Stock of the Corporation, and of the number of , hares 

subscribed by each, are written below by each of said subscribers, respectil'ely. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each of the subscribers to the Capital Stock aforcsaicl has hereunto uflixed his or her 

name, his or her bona fide place of res idence, and the number of shares of the Capital Stock of the Corporation suh,crilic,l 

an,! fully pai<I for by him or her, on this the 2 b day of~,!>'K7t. , 1.92-1-- , 

rrr:: mr: z ;;;;; rn rm:: msnrmrn 5'.FSJ77i?57 Bi 



Mon ond Feild Mili, 1860 

Mansfield Historical Society 

Dan K. Utley, Director 
Research and Markers 

101 East Broad Street 
P.O. Box 304 

Mansfield, Texas 76063 

October 31, 1985 

Texas Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Mr. Utley: 

A marker application for the First National Building in 
Mansfield was submitted for your consideration in April. In 
August you requested a historic photograph of the building, and 
I sent a 1912 street scene of Mansfield showing the two-story 
building in the background. 

We are certain that the original facade of the building 
has not been altered, because my father-in-law, A,S. Gibson, 
rented the building in 1935 and then bought it after a fire 
about 1942. At that time the windows and doors had to be re
placed. The enclosed photograph was made in 1942 or 1943 when 
this work was being done. The transom windows have since been 
covered over. The building is now occupied by the owner, 
Matthew Crocker, and it is in an excellent state of repair. 

This is the first marker application for Mansfield's 
125-year-old historic business district, and we are anxious 
to hold a dedication ceremony as a Sesquicentennial project. 

Please let me know if further information is needed. 

Sincerely, / 

.8~/i;n/ 4-~-~ 
Beryls. Gibson 

Encl: photograph 



March 31, 1983 

Ms. eryl S. Gibson 
101 East Kimball 
f1ansfiel d , Texas 76063 

Dear ,1s • . c; ; bson: 

~ 

Thank you for your letter dated March 25, 1983, reoardinq the First 1ational 
Ban k in Mansfield. 

Ol d bank records are not retained by t his office. Your correspondence has 
been forwarded to the Communications Divisi on of our Washington Office for 
t heir comment. 

Very truly yoors , 

,1a rcia r1unson 
Reqional Direct or for 
Corporate Activities 

MM/bes 

cc: Lenora Cross - Communications, n.c. / 
Readino File 
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CAPITAL.AND SURPLUS $29,000.00 

- ------•---- ---

MANSFIELD,TExAS 

The State Of Texas, 0 

i County Of Tarrant 
KNOW ALL 11.EN BY THESE PRESENTS : 

That, the F & li State Bank of liansfield, Texas, a 
corporatio• operating under the laws of the State 
of TexRs, for and in con s ideration of the sum of 
~ti:: _cash in h a nd p a id by Hiss Hesa Ca pps, the 
receipt mf which i s hereby acknowled~ed, do hereby 
rele a se from mort g age executed by W.A. Parker on 
Febru~ry 1, 1932, to s~cure note o f eyen 1 a te ther~
with in the amount of ~?13?.50, the f o low1ne des cri be d 
chattels; 

One bay mare nbout 1 0 ye a rs of age an ~ about 15 h ands 
hi gh, we i.e;hing about 1000 pounds. 
One red hors e mule a b out 9 y ears of ae; e a nd c·,11out 15J 
h qnds h i gh, we i gh i ng a bo ut 1100 p ou ndA . 
On e f awn c o lored muley j e r Rey cow ctbout G y e a r s of nge. 
One wae on. 
On e s et o f ch8 in ha rn es s. 

TTr t n e ss our h a n d s thi s 1 2th da y of J ,,_ n;w.ry, A. Ii . 1 9 33. 

F & 1: 



(>op ~ 
APPLICATION FORM FOR OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER 

Texas Historical Commission 
Research and Markers Department 

P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711 

T it le of ma rk er (subj ect to rev is io n by THC staff) 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

Marke r loca ti on (s tree t address o r highway number; include name of cemetery, building, park . etc .. if applicable; if on highway 
rig ht-of-way o r in a s ma ll community, briefly ex plain how to get the re from the nearest town) 

121 North Main Street, Mansfield, Texas 76063 
C it y o r nea rest ci ty sh ow n o n Texa s Highway Department road map County 

Mansfield Tarrant 

D ista nce a nd directi o n o f subject from marker s ite Surface to w hich ma rker will be a ttached 
For example, " S ubject is½ mile SW of marker s ite ." (if not on pos t ) 

On site Brick building 
Ow ner of ma rker site Address Ci ty, Zip C od e 

Matthew Crocker 121 North Main St. , Mansfield,TX 76063 
S po nso r of marker Address C ity, Zip Code 

Mansfield Historical Society P.O. Box 304 Mansfield, TX 76063 
-

Perso n to whom ma rker is to be shipped Address City, Zip Code 

NO TE: Freight companies cannot ship to route or hox numbers. If street address is unavailable, please provide a phone number. If 
marker is to be placed on highway right-of- way, it will be shipped to your district high way engineer. 

Matthew Crocker as above 

S ignat ure o f County Chairman Address City, Zip Code 

"l have rev iewed the narrative for this marker and attest to its accuracy ." 

Please co nsult the back of thi s page for specifications of the markers available . Check the items desired below. Approval of the 
a ppli cati o n a nd narrative histo ry must be obtained from the county historical commission, a s indicated by the county cha irma n's 
s ig nat ure o n this fo rm, before forwarding the material to the Texas H istorical Commission. Please do not send payment if o rdering 
su bject o r building ma rkers; fund s will be requested o nce the applicat ion has been approved by the Sta te Marker Committee . 

5% sta te sal es tax must be added to the price, except if purchased by a tax-exempt organization . 

SUBJECT MARKERS 
Wi1h tax 

D 16" x 12" grave marker (comes with mounting bar) . . .. $175 $1 83.75 
D 27" x 42" su bject marker with post . . . . . .. . . . . .. . .... $575 $603 . 75 
D 27" x 42" subject marker without post . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. $525 $551.25 
D 18" x 28" subject marker with post . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . .. . $325 $341.25 
D 18" x 28 " subject marker without post .... . ..... . .. . . $250 $262.50 

D l(We) req uest RTHL des ignation be considered for this marker. 

DIRECTIONAL SIGNS 
Please indicate quantity desired and give location(s) on form above: 

With 1a x 

24" x 24" Historica l Markers In City sign . . . . . . . . . . . . $65 $68 .25 
These will be shipped to and placed on your town s city 

limits signs by the District Highway Engineer. 

_ Black a nd White (for farm-to-market roads, sta te and U. S. highwa ys) 
_ Green and White (for interstate highways) 

BUILDING MARKERS 18" x 22" Historical Mark.er directional sign . . . . . . . . . . $65 $68. 25 
Wi th '"' . · tJ · ; (.. In black and white only. For city and county roads. 

D l 6"" x l2" build ing marker with post ·· ·· ···· · ·· ·· ····~~ ~fj'; - Applicant must supply post and be responsible fo r placement. 
D 16" x 12" build ing marker without post .. . .... ..... . . $1 75 $183. 75 _ With a rrow pointing straight ahead 
Applica tio ns fo r building marke,·s will a ut omatically be co nsidered for the _ With arrow pointing left 
RT HL designation. Please read carefull y Texas Mar ker Policies 11 _ With arrow pointing right 
th r gh 15 . and indica te at you have done so by signing below. 

OTHER 
Wi 1h tax 

D National Register plaque . . . ... . . . . ... . . .. .. . ... ... $ 35 $ 36. 75 
D 12" x 6" supplemental plate .. . .. . . . .... . . . .. . . . . ... $ 65 $ 68.25 

PAPERWEIGHTS D 16"' x 12" building marker plate only (see policy 11) . . . . $110 $115.50 
D Replacement medallion (see policy 11) . . . ... . .... . . .. $ 65 $ 68 .25 

Please indicate quantity desired . D Bronze stars (for replacement on 1936 
granite markers) .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . ..... . . .. .. . ..... $ 10 $ 10.50 

_ 3" x 4" plastic pa perweight 
mounted with replica of marke r .. .. ....... . . .. . . ...... . . $75 $78. 75 

A l/ov.· 2 m onths f rom completion of marker 
fo r receipt of paperweight. 

With lax □ Bronze wreaths (for replacement on 
1936 granite markers) . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . .. . .... . . .. .. $ 10 $ 10.50 

D Bronze seal s (for replacement on 
1936 granite markers) ..... .. .. . .. .. .... . ... $ 50 $ 52.50 

D Bronze plates (fo r replacement on 
Medallion paperweight . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . ..... . ... $25 $26.25 1936 granite markers) ..... . . . . . . . ... ... ... . .. . . . . . $135 $1 41.7 5 
A llows fo ur line.s of engraving: p lease indicate desired wording. D Ce rtificates of commendation . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . ... . .. . . . . 50~ each 

~ Tax exempt #3-00061-4057-5 
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1 

1. LOCATION 

The First National Bank Building located at 119 North 

Main Street in Mansfield, Texas is a two-story brick structure 

with cast iron sills and piers. The title of abstract indicates 

the date of construction as 1904, and the name of the contractor 

is unknown. fl) ;t is on~ ;f 17 historic buildings in the 124-year

old commercial district which extends approximately 450 feet 

along both sides of Main Street bounded by Oak Street on the 

north and Broad Street on the south. The 1890 plat of the 

original townsite of Mansfield shows the 25 x 100 feet building 

site as the north½ of Lot No. 4, Block No. 2 fronting on the 

west side of Water Street (now Main Street). ~~ 

I 
Stewart Title Company, Fort Worth, Texas, Abstract No. 86531, 

June 20, 1944, p. 18. ,~/J f'J &7- ao ,,),,, 1- £..).;_,,, J~ .5"' tt ~/31 /JA( / o/d, J/7' :3 .S 'i, 
17 /r),,11 .., //, /qo4. 

- Tarrant County Plat Records, Vol. 63, pp. 53-54, 



2. Owners of land 

The original townsite of Mansfield was a part of the 

Thomas J. Hanks 1/3 league of land survey, Patent No. 246, 

issued on February 2, 1838. The land was described as 

located "in Robertson District on Cedar Bluff Creek in the 

' Cross Timbers." \.: 

J Stewart Title Company, p. 3. A copy of deed taken from 
Tarrant County Deed Records, January 17, 1849, Vol. 1100, 
p. 128. 

In 1853, the 1/3 league of land, or 1477 acres, was sold 

to Wm. M, Simpson for $1000.00 by Thomas Hanks, the father of 
if\ 

Thomas J. Hanks, deceased. r 

~ Ibid., pp. 4~5. TCDR Book, A, p. 441 

2 

The third transaction of the land was on September 26, 1862 to 

Julian Feild for $3791,50, ') 

f · 6 Ibid.,p .. TCDR, Special Warranty Deed, Book A, p. 442. 

Julian Feild (1825-1897) and his business partner, Ralph 

Sandiford Man (1825-1906) came to southeast Tarrant County in 

1859 and built a steam-powered grist mill. The Mansfeild Mill 

is considered to be the beginning of the town of Mansfield. ~' 

Canright, Beth Harrison, "Mansfeild Mill", February 8, 1984. 
Application for Texas Historical Marker, Texas Historical 
Commission. · 1 , 1 

The settlement that developed in the mill vicinity was approved 

for a postoffice with Julian Feild as the first postmaster on 

March 1, 186o .l'1 \ The post office was named as "Mansfeild", a 
41e, ,.,,., ,,, s ) x../,..._ 

combination of the two mill partners. However, repeated mis-
/' 

spellings over the years resulted in the acceptance of the con

ventional spelling as "Mansfield." 

1 U.S. Post Office Records, Federal Archives, Microfilm Tape No.841-127, 



In 1870 the townsite was surveyed and platted by John 
( ? ) 

3 

Peter Smith of Fort Worth. Old abstracts and deeds give 

evidence that the plat wa s recorded at the Tarrant County Court

house, but it was apparently destroyed in the courthouse fire 

on March 29, 1876, and it was not refiled. A second plat of 

the townsite was filed on July 29, 1890 when Mansfield was 

incorporated. 

( 2 ) Fort Worth Mail-Telegram, Historical Edition, 1895. 

r 
The first deed of record for the site of the bank building 

was a quit claim deed from E.D.L. Tims to A,B. Pyles and R.E. 

Morison dated December 11, 1891. Pyles and Morison, as 
JI l1A" t,/ 

business partners, then my v vt:1~d the property in 1894 to 

Troy Hackler for $700.00. The property description was given 

as "One Stone house (Brick) and Lot 25 x 80 feet fronting 25 feet 
I 

on Water Street and running back 80 feet to Oak Street known as 
~, ( j ) 

Lot 4 Block 2 as shown by said town plat of Mansfield, 
__M. , ( A ,/ J'~ f·• 

There ~ an obvious error~in this description of the location. 

The street back of the lot is Walnut Street not Oak Street , a , / ;t./,_ 
fa,j. ,· s ~:['>I, /C'1 /" :I, -
( 7 ) Stewart Title Company, pp. 8 - 9. 

l ~,, l .,.< It.., 

The original building on the lot was probably destroyed by a 
/\ 

fire in the business district on July 4, 1901. ( /~ ), and the 

lot was deeded in 1903 to Troy Hackler for the $700.00 indebted

ness. ( 11 ) 

Charley Bratton, "Historical Facts About Mansfield," Tarrant 
County News, no date. The writer, Charles F. Bratton (1871-1940) 
was born in Mansfield and lived in the community all of his life. 
His report of the historical events is believed to be accurate. 

( 1¥ ) Stewart Title Company, pp. 13, 17. TCDR, Book 176, p. 340 
and Book 179, p. 6. 
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Abner Pyles (1852-1897) was born in Calhoun County, Alabama and 

came to Texas about 1870 with his father, Lewis Pyles (1800-1877), (i ~ ) 

The Pyles settled on a 160-acre farm near Mansfield in Johnson 
( ,3 ) 

County. He married Martha Berry, a daughter of Rev. Charles 
( /J./ ) 

W. Berry and Louisa (Appleby) Berry on June 5, 1877. Abner 

and Martha Pyles had eleven children one of whom died as an infant 

in 1878, ( ;S) Their impressive two-story house at 309 East Broad 

Street, which was built about 1886, is still standing and in 

good condition. (Attac'hmehl_s~ ')-)._ Mr. Pyles was a succ;:essful 

merchant and owned three buildings in the business district one 

of which he operated with his brother Newton Pyles, as a furniture 
) 

and undertakin~ business.( ! &) His business interests required 

regular trips to Fort Worth with wagon and team which meant spend

ing the night at the old Fort Worth wagon yard near the Tarrant 

County Courthouse. He made such a trip on November 28, 1897, and 
( I J) 

he was found dead near his wagon. Abner and Mattie Pyles' eleventh 

child , Annie Blackburn Pyles, was born five months later. (; f ) 

(iJ._) Letter from Thomas J. Pyles, Laurens County, S. C. , June 4, 1871, 
to Milton Pyles (address not given). Copy of letter with the 
Pyles family record in the Mansfield Historical Society. 

&J ) Johnson County Deed Records, Book U, p. 453, July 23, 1870. 
{ l'f) 5 ,.,,, ,, J- t,, _ / J:; 1,, . #•/ ( / / .,, rr /.:. Y e / /1, , 
(~7 Ma nsfield Cemetery Records, Man~field Public Library. 

(ii ) Mansfield Hawkeye, January 18, 1895,Vol. 1, No. 16. Original 
newspaper on file in the Texas State Archives. 

(17) Interview with Mrs. Elizabeth Davis Holland, January 12, 1985. 
The Davis family lived across the street from the Pyles house 
on Broad Street, and she was c close friend of Annie "Abbie" Pyles. 

( / 9 ) Pyles Family Bible in possession of Thos. W. Atkinson, Jr., 
Corona del Mar, California. 
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The Pyles family is well remembered in Mansfield to this 
day. Mattie Pyles is said to have faced life with determination. 

She ran a boarding house and the older children worked from the 

time of her husband's death until the family moved to California 

in 1909. They returned often to Mansfield to visit and, on one 

occasion.Lin the 19J0's, the entire family came ~ and the whole 

town celebrated with a reunion at their old home. 
( I 'J ) 

( 11 ) Davis, op. cit. 

In 1886 R.E. "Emmett Morison (1855-1916) and Abner Pyles 
established a mercantile business in the original building that 

was on the site. (;' r ) 11Emmett Morison played an important part 
{ /) ~ I,, K 

in Mansfield's history as a successful farmer, merchant, and as 

the town's Marshall from 1881 until his death in 1916, with the 

exception of one term. ( 1 , ) Long-time residents remember him as 

a firm and fair peace officer with an even temperament. He was 

born in Virginia and came to Texas in 1860 with his father, 

J.W.s. Morison. The family settled first in Johnson County, then 

Hood County and finally Tarrant County in 1865. He married Florence 

Moody on March 20, 1888. (~ ) She was a daughter of Capt. Thos. o. 

Moody (1821-1877) who organized Mansfield's Company K, 7th Regiment, 

Texas Mounted Volunteers, Si bley's Brigade, CSA. W 3 ) 
Emm~tt/,::; .... ..Ji 

t+n /h ·'V "'-i /) } / , /Y"l 
. . fr- J./ ) tvn 

Mori'son was shot and killed by Claude "Wampus" Patterson . 

( ;. ) History of Texas; Together With a Biographical History of 
Tarrant and Parker Counties The Lewis Publishing Company, 
Chicago, 1895, pp. 525-526. 

(c~, ) Letter from Thomas o. Morison, Col., USAF (ret.) to Bob Stephens, 
2709 Amherst, Dallas, Texas, March 23, 1971, Copy on file with 
the Mansfield Historical Society. Col. Morison is a grandson 
of R.E. Morison and a great grandson of Capt. Thos. o. Moody. 

( •1 · ) Tarrant County Mar'riage ReQ,eirds, Vol. 4, p. 51 .3. 
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(~-' ) Martin H, Hall, "Company K, 7th Regiment Texas Mounted 
Volunteers," The University of Texas at Arlington, Unpub
lished manuscript, January 28, 1971, 
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(d,t/ ) Tarrant County Criminal Records, File Nos. 22120, 22121, 23761. 

Troy Hackler acquired the 25 x 100 feet business lot in 

1904 and erected the two - story , 25 x 80 feet brick building. 

It was designed for use as a bank on the street floor level and 

doctors' offices on the second floor . It may be assumed that 

the brick was made in Mansfield , since it is known that there 

was a brick yard in Mansfield as early as 1860 when Julian 
(c2 SJ The ruins of Feild and Ralph S . Man built a grist mill. . 

the old brick yard are still on the site just north of the 

business district . 

( ~) TCDR, r~ansfield Pressed Brick Company. Y /. / .~:=: p . r~--, c -1 4 //'}1 . 

Evidence or documents concerning the organization of the 
/no,/,-, 

bank couldA be located . The few reference sour ces available 

named Samuel Marrs as the first president , followed by 

John Bratton and Earl Holland. A, J . Dukes was a member of the 

Board of Directors . A photograph of the bank's i nterior made 
~ 

'-.J ~i~( rl), ,, /. // 

about 1917 shows ~m~ 1:l· \ Gho.NJ at the cashier's window on the 
tJ,., 

left, Earl Holland s tanding in the center of~picture, George 

Hackler (Troy Hackler's son) seated at the desk, and l- ,td,i.-rtt~-, 1 ../ .5 
/ ( ?f 7 J~ r/ , / /)} ] -

' l1 ~eated on the far right, The mounted tarpon on the wall was 
l . 

a prized po s session of A 1\· Dukes' wife , Nancy (Boydston ) Dukes. 

I t wa s di splayed for year s in a glass case on the front porch of 

the Dukes' house. ( ....1. t ) (Attachment #2 ) 

( .:-t ) Beryl Gibson , "John Collier House", Texas Historical 
Commission, , 1984. 



7 

The First National Bank was the second bank established 

in Mansfield , the first being the Mansfield State Bank in 1885 . 

A second bank was needed , because Ma nsfield was the center of 

trade for the large farming economy in southeas t Tarrant 

County in the early 1900's . The bank served the community 

for 23 years until it closed in 1927 because of insufficient 

funds. The bank's failure was caused by the embezzlement of 

funds for private investments by an officer of the bank . The 

event is well remembered by persons still living )because many 

families lost their life's savings since this was before the 

time of f ederal insurance for depositors . It was several years 

before the depositors were repaid , because the deficit had to 

be made up by the banks' officers and stockholders. The bank 

re-opened as the Farmers and Merchants Bank, but it was closed 

again in 1932 when President Roosevelt declared a month ' s 

moratorium for all banks . The F and M Bank did not re-open , 

and the Mansfield State Bank assumed its asses ts . (c)' 7 ) 

(Jj ) Interview with Ira D Gibson , March 23 , 1985 . 

After the bank closed , the building was leased for various 

businesses until it was sold to A. S . Gibson in 1944 for $1800.00. c~rJ 

f ~; TCDR , July 31 , 1944 , Vol . 1655, p . 339. 

"Sid"\ Gibson leased the first floor as a Western Auto Store and , 

because this was during the housing shortage of World War II, the 

second floor was converted into apartment units . 



In 1983, Matthew Crocker purchased the histdric building 
(.:2_ ,,,, 

from the Gibson estate for $35,000 . 00. The painted lettering, 

First National Bank , was still visible across the facade. 
:).._, 

(Attachment J:J1 There was an extensive restoration, but much 

of the original structure was left intact. However, the 

lettering was covered with a ~coat of paint . Mr. Crocker 

is a certified public accountant, and the second floor was 
J.,.,~ 

designed for 'a spacious seven- room office. The first floor 

is leased as a newspaper office. 

(J7 ) TCDR, 

The 80-year-old building and its owners have had a signi

ficant impact of the business community of Mansfield. 'N:le 

Troy Hackler (1836-1906) was born in Virginia, a son of George 
and Frances (Boyer) Hackler. The family moved to Cass County, 

8 

Missouri in 1840 . In 1862 Troy Hackler went to Arkansas and 

enlisted in the Trans-Mississippi Department, Confederate States 

Army. He participated in 37 engagements and was wounded at 

Ashley Station, Arkansas . In 1865 , he migrated to southeast 

Tarrant County and that same year married Mary Harris, a daughter 

of Phebe Harris - Wyatt and a step-daughter of Calvin Wyatt who 

came to Texas about 1860. Mary Hackler died in 1868. In 1871, 

Mr . Hackler married Annie Belcher, a foster daughter of John L. 

and Susan Wyatt. 

(3,,, ) Hi~_!;ory_of fe?Sas~ fog~ther With a Biogr~hica~L_!Iistory 
Qf Tarran!__and Parker Counties, Chicago: The Lewis Publisshing 

Company, 1895, pp . 491-493 . 
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John 1, Wyatt (1818-1885) and Calvin Wyatt were brothers, 

and they owned Large tracts of land north of Mansfield. They 

a re both buried in Johnson's Station Cemetery located between 

Arlington and Mansfield, but there are no dates on Calvin Wyatt's 

grave marker. John L, Wyatt was credited by a local writer as 

~ansfield's first banker: 

The Money Lender 

Financial transactions were accomplished 
without difficulty unless the creek happened 
to be up , in which case the borrower waited 
for it to"run down" before visiting "Uncle 
Johnnie Wyatt" who lived north across Walnut 
Creek. Appl i cations for a loan might be 
made to "Uncle Johnnie" or to his wife, 
"Aunt Susan." Neither hesitated longer 
than to exchange news and learn the amount 
required before reaching in between the 
feather bed and the mattress , and the trans
action was completed without the formality 
of taking a note . Being a neighbor - that 
is , somebody knew Of hJd heard of - was 
endorsement enough. ~ I 

( ', ) Sallie Hodges McKnight , "Ol d- Time Bui lders of Southeast 
End of Tarrant County Have Gone Their Ways," Fort Worth 

Press," No date given on the newspaper clipping but 

probably c. 1930, 

The probate of John Wyatt's estate supports this claim, 

and he willed his entire estate, except for minor bequests, to 

" ... Troy Hackler and Anna Hackler his wife (who is as dear o 

me as if She was my own Daughter) I give and bequeath all and 

singular my entire estate both real and personal goods and 

chatels " The tax records listed the estate as 1049 acres. (]~ ) 

( J.;' ) Tarrant County Probate Records, Cause No. 546, 1885, 
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Descendants of Troy Hackler still reside in Mansfield , and 

his house on East Broad Street built about 1880 is now being 
(3 ;i ) 

restored . 

( p::, ) Tarran.!_ Co~nty_Jiistoric ResQ_urces Survey: Mansfield, 

Historic Preservation Council for Tarrant County , 1983, 
p. 36. Copy on file with the Tex2s Historical Commi ssion . 

The second owner of the historic building was Ashley s . "Si d " 

Gibson (1884-1958) who wa s a descendant of another pioneer f amily 

i n s outheast Tarrant County. Sid Gibson's grandfather, Ga rrett 

Gibson (180J - 1875) was one of four brothers who came to Texas 

from Illinois in 1852 and settled four miles northwest of Mansfield . 

The family established a church/school and cemetery and the settle

ment came to be known as the Gibson Community. It was listed as 

one of 12 Tarrant County voting precincts in 1860. (_/~ ) 

The Gibson Cemetery was designated as a Recorded Texas Historic 

Landmark in 1983 . One of Garrett Gibsons ' sons , McNary Gibson, 

operated one of the first EHxi:mexxKE stores in Mansfield ' s 

business district . 

'l, I ,,. ( - ·-. 

Four sons , Daniel, Thomas , William and Aar on , served in the 

Confederate States Army . ( 3 t ) 

( 3t ) Confederate Military Records , National Archives . 
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A,S. Gibson and his son, Ira Gibson, operated a grocery store 

in Mansfield from 1935 until 1973, Their first building EHXNR« 

located on the north side of the bank building was totally de

stroyed by fire in July, 1947, The FirstNational Bank Building 

survived the fire intact. The building was leased for various 

business purposes, including for a short period, the public library. 

It remained in the Gibson estate until 1983. 

The First National Bank Building is considered as a primary 

contributor to the potential historic Main Street commercial 
__,/4{,< /. ;t_./,,, __ -l,1~ , · , , , , I; ,//, t 1 ,, / . 

district . The facade has been altered , J:urt ~ believe that its 

contribution to Mansfield ' s heritage should be preserved and 

acknowledged . 
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