
TARRANT COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

October 29, 1991 

Ms. Portia Grimland 
City Center Development Company 
201 Main Street 
Fort Worth, TX 76102 

Dear Portia: 

Enclosed is a revised draft of the Fort Worth Fire Station No. 1 
historical marker application. A number of commission members have 
worked on this application in past years. The early history is 
pretty well covered. The work to be done involves editing the part 
on pages 5 and 6 to accurately reflect what has happened to the 
building since it was bought by the Bass Company. Your name will 
be added to those who have researched the marker. 

We also need sketches of the floor plans of the two floors (these 
can be hand-drawn) showing their current layout, as well as black 
and white photographs of all sides of the building. 

A marker application and guidelines are enclosed. This building is 
eligible for designation as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark and 
there are several size medallions and markers which could either be 
mounted on the building or a post. 

We appreciate your interest and assistance with this project, and 
I apologize for the delay in getting the material to you. I wanted 
to be sure that everything we had was as complete and accurate as 
we could make it before turning it over to you. 

Please call if you have questions. 

Sincerely, 

Joye K. Evetts, Marker Chairman 
4400 Idledell 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 
office: 817-882-6367 
home: 817-244-1232 

100 EAST WEATHERFORD STREET - FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76196 



Mr. Sid Bass 
Page 2 
September 13, 1979 

The Commission is grateful for your achievements in historical pre
servation and we encourage you to undertake every effort to save the 
historical integrity of the Fire Station. 

Duane Gage, Chairman 
Marker and Archive.s Committee 

DG:kb 

i 
DUANE GAGE (817) 281-7860 

c/o DEPT. OF HISTORY, NORTHEAST CAMPUS 

828 HARWOOD ROAD, HURST, TEXAS 750·53 
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Mr. Sid Bass 
Sid Bass Enterprises 
Fort Worth National Bank Building 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102 

Dear Mr. Bass : 

T a rrant County Court H ouse 

F ort Worth, T exas 

( From Or ig in al Phot ograph - 1895) 

September 13, 1979 

, 

In our regular meeting yesterday, the Tarrant County Historical 
Commission passed a resolution expressing our concern for preserving 
the old Fort Worth Fire Station at Commerce and Second. We were 
pleased to learn that Bass Enterprises has leased the property, be
cause we are aware of your deep interest in historical preservation. 

There has been a great deal of interest ih converting the old Fire 
Station into a Fire :Museum for Fort Worth. In your plans for the 
office building, I hope you will be able to consider the Fire Station 
as an attractive feature linking our present and our past. Would the 
Chamber of Commerce be interested in helping to develop the facility 
into a tourist center, with a Fire Museum on the second floor? 

The Tarrant County Historical Commission is developing a "Walking 
History Tour" for downtown Fort Worth, emphasizing historic sites 
between the bluffs and the T & P buildings. We hope to acquire offi
cial Texas historical markers for the Plaza Hotel, the Fire Station, 
etc., as an integral part of the Walking History Tour. A tourist 
guide will be prepared for the benefit of tourists, groups, etc., 
directing their interest from one historic site and historical marker 
to the next. 

I have t alked with Mary Rogers about the research that goes into 
applying for historical markers. As chairman of the Commission's 
marker and archives committee, I would like to offer you my assist
ance in completing the restoration of Main Street and environs by 
placing historical markers at the appropriate locations, such as the 
Plaza Hotel. 



Tarrant County Historical Commission 
P. 0. Box 18331 Fort Worth, Texas 76118 

Feb. 21, 1986 

:Mr. Robert Kolba 
Chief Executive Officer 
City Center Dev. Co. 
201 Main, Suite 400 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102 

Dear Bob: 

TA.HR.A.NT COl 'NTV COPRT nous•~ 
•·ORT '\\'OltTll, TEXAS 

Ruth Reiter Stone , a member of the Tarrant County Historical Commission, 
has prepared an official Texas historical marker application for the Fire 
Station# 1, and we are now seeking your approval to submit the application 
to the Texas Historical Commission. 

Enclosed please find a copy for your perusal. If it meets your approval , 
please sign the enclosed authorieation form so that we can fo'filard it to 
Aust in. 

Sincerely, 
( -;\ 
'-- /.\..__ ~ / {. ) _.{:» --i,-, 

Duane Gage 
Chairinan 

('--__,· ) 

~ _/ ::>--")° . -
,/ / 



Fire Ohiet Ji■ Noah 
3904 Menzer Road 
Fort Worth, TX 76103 

Dear Chief Noah, 

4904 Wedgeview Drive 
Huret, Texas 76053 
(telephone 284-5792) 
August 26, 1987 

I am sorry it has taken ao long in sending this 
narrative to you. 

We appreciate your offer to critique it tor any 
aiaoonotptions or events that may be od ot contia
nuity , 

We recognize that there are some grammatical 
errors. These will be corrected betore aending the 
narrative to Austin. 

We will be pleated to send you a copy ot the 
tiniahed narrative. Aleo a copy oC the State proposed 
inscription tor your perusal before it ie 1ent to the 
foundry. 

Sincerely, 

~/J-~ 
(Mr,. James A. Cushman) 
Historica l Marker Chairman 
Tarrant County H1atorioal 

Co1111isaion 



APPLICATION FORM FOR OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER 

Texas Historical Commission 
Research and Markers Department 

P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 7871) 

Title of Marker 

► 
County 

(,ubjeLl to rt:\'ision by 

► THC staff) 
FORT WORTH FIRE ITATION No. 1 TARRANT 

Marker Location 
(from nearest town ► brick 
on state map) 

facade of building 

Distance and direction If not on post . 
of subject 

► 
surface to which 

► from marker site on site marker will be brick surface 
attached 

Owner of Address Cit,. Zip 
Marker Site ► City Center Development Co., % Rob. Kolba, Suite 400, 201 Main, 

Fort WOrth, Texas 76102 
Sponsor of Address City. Zip 
Marker ~ 

City Center Development Company , % Robt. Kolba, Suite 400, 201 Main 
t:'~-.,_ T.T--,.,_t.. .,.,_ ·-~ , 

Signature of Address City. Zip 

County ~µv4::c NE Campus, 828 Harwood Road, Hurst, Texas 76054 
Chairman 

Per,on to whom 
{I 

Address City. Zip 

marker is to be ►· Robert Kolba, City Center Bev. Corp. , Suite 400, 201 Hain, Ft 761 ~hipped• w 

• NOTE· Freight companies can·nvr ship rv roure or box numbers. llstret't address is 11na1•ailable, please pro1·ide a phone number. If 
marker iJ to he placed 011 high1,·uy right-uf-v,a.1·, it ll'ill he shipprd 10 your district highll'ar engint'er. 

Please consult the back of this page for specifications of the markers available. Check the items desired below. Appro, al of the 
application and narrative history mus/ be obtained from the county historical commission. as indicated by the county chairman"s 
sig nature on this form, before forwarding the material to the Texas Histllrical Commission. Please do 11ot send payment if ordering 
suh1ect or building markers ; funds will be requested once the application has been approved by the State Markc:r Committee . 

5 1/4 % state sales tax must be added to the price. except if purchased by a tax-exempt organization . 

SUBJECT MARKERS 
D 16"x 12"gravemarker(comeswithmountingbar) ... . Sl90 Sl97.84 
D 27" x 42" suhject marker with post .. ... . , ... ... .. .. . S650 S6 76.84 
D 27" x 42"" subject marker without post .. .. . .. . ....... SbOO S624 . 78 
D I 8" x 28" subject marker with post .. , .... , . .... .. .. . S375 S390.49 
D 18"' x 28" subject marker without post . . ..... .. . , ... , S300 S3 I 2.39 

D ((We) request RTHL designation be considered for this marker. 

BUILDING MARKERS 
D 16" x 12" building marker with post ... , .. , .. , .. . . .. . S350 S364 .45 
)( 16" x 12"" building marker without post .. . , , , ... . .. . , 5300 5312.39 

Applications for building markers will automatically be considered for the 
RTHL designation . Pkase read carefolly Texas Marker Policies D 
through 18. and indicate that you have done so by signing below. 

ZSignaturc of owner 

PAPERWEIGHTS 
Please indicate yuantity desired . 

_ J" x 4" plastic paperweight 
mounted with replica of marker . .. . . . . . , ..... .. , .. .. .... 590 593.71 

Allo w 2 r11un1h .. from completion of markt'r 
for rueipr of papl'Tll't'ight. 

Medall ion papawcight .... , .......... . , .... . ... . , .. S40 541 .65 
A 1/011 ·., fo ur line.,· "( l'IIJ( ral'in,:: please im/frate desired 11 ·or,/i11g. 

DIRECTIONAL SIGNS 
Please indicate quantity desired and give location(s) on form above: 
24" x 24'" Historical Markers In City sign .. . .... . , .. . , .. , . 580 583 .30 

These id// be .1hipped to and placed on _rnur 101<·n '.s ,jt_1 
limit.< signs br rhe District High11·ar Enginen. 

Hlad and White (for farm-to-market roads. stale and U.S . highways) 
_ Green and White (for interstate highway~) 
I K"' x 22" Historical Marker directional sign .. .... . ... . .... SSO S83.30 

In Mack and 11·hite ,mfr. For cit_r am/ nmntr roads. 
Applicant mu.<1 s11ppfr pon and be rrsporuihlrfor plan•111t·nt . 

With arro" pointing straight ahead 
With arrow pointing left 
With arrow pointing right 

OTHER 
D National Register plaque ... , , , . ... , , . . .... , . . .. , . S SO S 52.06 
D 12"' :( 6" supplemental plate , . , .. , , .. . .. . .... , .. , .. SI 10 SI 14 .54 
D 16"' x 12 "' building marker plate only 

(see policy 1115) . ... , . .. . ,., . . . , . . .. , . , .. . .. , .. ... Sl90 Sl97 .84 
D Rcpla ,·erncnt medallion (,cc policy IIIS) .. .. , . . , .• .. , SI 10 SI 14.54 
D Hron,c star, (lor replacement on 1936 

granite markers) .. ,, . . . . .. , .. . , .. , .... ... . . ... , . . S 2S S 26.04 
0 Hro111e wreath, (ior replacement on 

19.,6 ~nrnitc markers) .. , .......... , .. , , .... , . . , , . S 25 S 26 .04 
0 Brome seals (f,n repla.-~mcnt on 

1936 granite markers) ..... . , .. . . ... .. , , . .. . . .. , , . S 6S S 67 .69 
0 Bron,c plates (for replacement on 

19.", grani1e markers) .. , .. , , ... , ..... , ... .. , .... . SIMS $192 .64 
D Cntifu:ates of commendation ..... , , .. . . . , ... . . .. ... . . . SO. each 
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FORT WORTH FIRE STATION NO. 1 

Joye K. Evetts 
4400 Idledell 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 

Researched by 

Ruth Reiter Stone 
#3 Chase Court 

Fort Worth, TX 76110 

Fort Worth Fire Station No. 1 is a two-story brick building 

located at the northeast corner of Commerce and East Second Streets 

in downtown Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas. The structure, 

built in 1907, was the second fire station on the site, having 

replaced an 1877 combination city hall and fire house. From 1907 

until 1979 when it was taken out of service, this fire station was 

used cont inuously to provide fire protection to the heart of the 

downtown area. 

The bu ilding, designed by the Fort Worth architectural firm of 

Sanguinet & Staats, features adept brickwork (as seen in the 

second-story rustication and corbe 1 ing) . 1 The cut-stone trim 

includes window ledges, keystones and banding around the building 

on the ground level. Large fan-shaped windows on the second story 

have stone keystones and diamond patterned panes; oval windows on 

the fi r st s tory are topped by brick- work and false keystones. 

The west facade has a stair-stepped parapet containing the 

words "Fire Station No. 1", topped by a medallion with "1907", the 

year of construction . On the ground f 1 oor, a 1 arge entrance 

accommodated the fire engines. 

The north side of the structure was built as a common wall for 

an adjoining two-story building which has since been razed. The 

wal l retains the notches for the upper floor supports as well as 

evidence of the other building's lower roof line. 



The southeast corner of the building, whi ch is angled off, 

originally contained a large door the same size as the door in the 

west fa c ade; however, that door has been replaced by a regular size 

door surrounded by brick similar to the brick of the original 

c ons t ruction. 

The history of organized fire-fighting in Fort Worth began 

shortly after the city incorporated in February 1873. On May 2, 

1873, Fort Worth's first volunteer unit was organized and named the 

M. T. Johnson Hook & Ladder Company . 2 The officers were S. P. 

Greene, President; B. B. Paddock, Secretary; and William T. Field, 

foreman (chief office r). 3 

On May 14, 187 3 , the Fort Worth City Council voted to pay $625 

to the M. T. Johnson Hook & Ladder Company for equipment as soon as 

sufficient funds were in the City Treasury . 4 Their hand-drawn hook 

and ladder cart was kept in a shed at Weatherford and Throckmorton 

Streets. 5 

In October, the Fort Worth City Council passed ordinances for 

the prevention and extingu ishment of fires , the storing of 

combustible material, and the establishment of a fire guard. The 

M. T. Johnson Hook & Ladder Company was appointed and constituted 

a part of the Fire Department of the City of Fort Worth . Fire 

Departme nt appointments included Wm. T. Field, Chief Engineer; J . 

W. Monica, 1st Assistant Engineer ; and E. P. Albritton, 2nd 

Assi s t a nt Engineer . 6 

After the disastrous Tarrant County Court House fire on March 

29, 1876, the City of Fort Worth realized that additional fire 
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fighting equipment was needed. 7 A steam fire engine was ordered 

from Silsby Manufacturing Company, and a second fire company called 

"The Panther Company" was organized. 8 The new engine was put into 

service on Novemb er 11, 1876, 9 and the fo 11 owing week the Fort 

Worth City Council appointed a committee to secure a house for the 

new engine and the hook and ladder company . 10 A store fronting on 

the alley between Weatherford and First Streets was rented for $65 

a month. 11 The Counc i l also appointed G. W. Hill engineer for the 

Panther Company at a salary of $40 per month . 12 

The City ' s first mayor Dr. W. P . Burts donated a lot (Lot 8, 

Block 25, Original Town of Fort Worth Addition) at Second and Rusk 

(now Commerce) Streets for the Mayor ' s office and city hall with 

the provision that he have the use of a common wal 1. 13 On November 

28, 1876, Joe Kane was awarded a contract to build a 25 x 65 brick 

bui l ding with a metal roof . 14 Construction p l ans were soon altered 

to include a fire wall and belfry in order to accommodate a fire 

house as well as city hall and mayor's office . 15 

On January 29 , 1877, 16 both fire compan ies moved to the new 

site where d owntown fire protection was provided for the next 102 

years . 

Fire Engineer G. W. Hi 11 was authorized to use the rear 

portion of the engine room to live in and to erect a kit chen in 

back of c ity hall. 17 The northeast corner room of the city hall 

was us e d by the Fire Department. 18 

In June, horses were purchased to pull the Silsby e ngine and 

a bell was bought for city hall. 19 

3 



Designated signals were approved for ringing the fire bell -

one signal for the hook and ladder company and another one for the 

engine c ompany, etc. Fire limits were continually amended and an 

ordinance passed prohibiting the building of frame buildings within 

the centra 1 core o f the town. 20 

In 1893, the city government offices moved from the 

combination city hall-fire station to a new and larger city hall 

built on Jackson Street (later called 10th Street) between Monroe 

and Jennings. The ol d city hall at 2nd and Commerce continued to 

house the fire station. 21 

Fort Worth continued to grow and new fire companies were 

organized in each of the wards. 22 On November 21, 1893, the Fort 

Worth Fire Department converted to using paid employees rather than 

volunteers, with John Cella as their chief. 23 

In May of 1907, the Fort Worth architectural firm of Sanguinet 

& Staats inspected the old fire hall at Second and Rusk and 

reported that it was in bad shape but could be repaired for $400. 24 

The Fort Worth City Council elected to replace it with a new fire 

building. Sanguinet & Staats prepared the architectural design and 

specifications, and S. A. Tomlinson was awarded the construction 

contract for $12,000. 25 

The new Fire Station No. 1 was occupied in December 1907 with 

a complement of twenty men, an engine wagon, an aerial truck, and 

horses. 26 

The Fort Worth Fire Department began motorizing in 1909 and 

completed t he convers ion in 1919, eliminating the need for horses 
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to be kept at the stations. 27 

In 1979, the twenty- four peop 1 e, engine and aeri a 1 truck 

stationed at Fire Station No. 1 were transferred to a large modern 

station built at 120 North Pecan (a more accessible location . 3 

mile northeast), after which the o l d station was closed. 28 

Fire protection for the downtown Fort Worth was provided from 

Fort Worth Fire Station No . 1 at 2nd and Commerce Street from 1907 

until 1979 when it was removed from service. 

Ba s s Enterpr ises had bought and renovated other nearby 

downtown property in a development known as Sundance Square . Bass ' 

City Cent e r Development Company owned all of Block 25 except for 

Lot 8 where t he old fire hall wa s located. They were building a 

1000-car parking gara ge c overing the rest of the b l ock and wanted 

to restore and use the old fire hall as a h i storical - information 

c enter . 29 

The City of Fort Worth put the old fire hall property up for 

sale by bid, and City Center Development Company negotiated a 

satisfactory settlement with the Jane Schlansker firm who was the 

high bidder. JO 

On June 26, 1981, the City of Fort Worth sold the old fire 

hall to the City Center Development Company with a deed restriction 

requiring the building's exterior would be "restored and maintained 

so as to preserve its his tori ca 1 and arc hi tectura 1 character. " The 

buy er also convenanted "that the building would be utilized in the 

fu ture in a manner consistent with the rev i ta 1 i zat ion of the 

downtown area of Fort Worth in a manner serving Fort Worth ' s 
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citizens and guests, and in a manner highlighting and benefitting 

the economic, civic , and cultural aspects of the City . " Further, 

the buyer agreed that the ground floor would be " forever dedicated 

to the public, and open to use by the publi c , as a multi-media 

interpretive center and visitors ' center or similar use, free of 

any r e nt a 1 s , assessments or charges." 31 

A new site plan was drawn up for Block 25R, and a high ris e 

parking garage was built surrounding the old fire hall on three 

sides. 32 

(information on exterior repairs) 

Fire Stat ion No . 1 underwent extensive interior renovation. 

The first floor was remodeled as a 2000-square-foot exhibit by the 

Fort Worth Museum of Science and History in cooperation with the 

City Center Development Company and the City of Fort Worth. This 

interpretive center -- " 150 Years of Fort Worth" -- details Fort 

Worth's evolution from prairie and cross timber to cityscape in a 

series of exhibits, one of which features a brief history of Fire 

Station No. 1. The exhibit opened September 6, 1984, as one of the 

state 's first sesquicentennial exhibitions . It is free to the 

public and is open 9am to 7pm, 7 days a week. 33 

(Other details about the exhibit, attendance, etc.) 

(description of the upper floor .. . ) 

The adaptive reuse of Fire Station No. 1 has restored t h e 

building to excellent condition and preserved its rich contribution 

t o the history of Fort Worth. 
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Backfires A cartoon hlbtory ot the Fort Worth Fire Department By Jim Noah 
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THROU6HOUT T ti£ AREA 

~llfl, Jim Noab 

For centuries the "Trinity Fork" area of Texas heard only the occasional sound of the Indian 
and wild animals. The Spanish explorers of the mid-sixteenth century were to mark the vanguard 
of many pioneers seeking the beauty and wealth of the area. 
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When the Army chose the bluff over the forks of the Trinity for the site of a fort it signaled the 
beginning of present-day Fort Worth. 

. ', ....___ '\IP' ... __ 
' -....__ 

~TUROY PIONEER fAMILIES 
SEEKIW& NEW OPPORTUNIT't' 
At.JO LAWD MOVED WESTWARD 

i 
" .. .. ., 

&LMOST AS SOOIJ I,.::, Ti-tE 
fOIU WAS (.C)NSTRUCTEO 
Pf.lUWIENT ~ WERl. eu&ll 

_,•:--\ f . -......::::.;..:;::::.;~ :------,. 
;;.,-,..-,--'It ~ , ,. 
f . .,., . } ' -

..... 

. I •• ·.11:.-
GMUANS !l,UILT A SIAALL STOli:E 
A MILE NORTHU.5T C1f T+4£ 

'FO'litT 

••Ml Jia Noab 

With the relative secrulty of the fort available, there was a slow but steady stream of civilians to 

this area. 



Backfires A cartoon hlatory of the Fort Worth Fire Department By Jim Noah 

IS !IUCKET f6 

~NS w1qMAOeANO'TMt,rrv 
eot.u~ OltOERe0 AN A!l&AL. 
-4-Ni\PeltS AA05 ~CAa. 

TM!C0$T WAS $74,050• 

fOR'TH£ 
Of'<OU.. 
lt~'4 

R WORTW I-I'-~ A J:tN£ FIR! DI• 
RTMIMT•WIU-IN~ AKJ~ TO 

SERVI . '-!D IY 1' VOUMC, BIULLIANT NIW 
"G CMIU H.L.M~MILLlN .. 0UaJVTUQ 
5M0111D II Ul IN1BIS1'1Nt TIWIClllll PMT. 

et•I. Jia NMII 

In September 1919, Chief Bldeker had brought they department a long way -
complete motorization, 13 stations, two platoons - and then he resigned. A new era 
began. 
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Backfires A cartoon history of the Fort Worth Fire Department By Jim Noah 
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0&.TAIL. ... 
l'INI . Jim Noell 

"The food supply was made easy when the produce house anowed the firemen to "pick 
up" loose items as the boxcars were unloaded. 

~TAMl».RD PROC.l!DURI! WA~ 
~ "CUS1'0M!RS• TO MILP TMEM· 
§tLVI.S WHliN A FIRI. 'TIX)~ THI 
MII.N /Ii.WA.'( •. 

BOYS WE 'VE MOR£'N uic.av GOT 
eoARDIH' 

HE P1tOFITS WEit!. R£6UUILl 
01\111>10 AMON6- THI M!MIERS 
Of STATION THR&a .. 

~E FIRE CHIEF ANO MARSHAL 
PROPO$ED J.. PLAN FOR A8UREAIJ 
OF flft PREVENTION IN THI. 

l'llt.l! O&PAR.TMIM T 
•tNI. Jla N .. 111 

The Station 3 boarding house was a financial success. Fire prevention became a prime 
objective for the new fire mar Jhal. 

TH£: 'GREAT CHICAGO F1Rf"WA5 
44VEARSN:,O. WEAREGOIN& 
TO HAVE A DAY ANNUALLY ..... 

TOllT #Olffil3 ii•• PRMKTION 
AV 

aE BUREAU ESTA&lSMIO 
i;tFtRE PREVENTION DA"i:' 

AHO &Ur~ ,-o iOUCA'Ti TM& 
PUeUC. OH Pll£VaNTIM6 Ftfll.ai 

MAtf't OEPMTNfHT MEtaltS 
~ A L!AV~ 01= A8Si.NCE. 
PURIM• Tlta VIAR\ C# 1911•1918 
SOM& ~OCIAS IICAM5 "SUI$~ 

AUTO PUMPERS Aaf 
COMIN61lUN6' . 
GOT 
M 
TIM 

~PID IMl'ttlOVIMINT Ofl ~IRE 
AmRA'TU$ POWU&D IV &ASOUMl 
PROMPrlD TM&. ,1u CMIU 1t> COM
SlDH. /Ii. COMPLI.TI. C.MAN6~ 

•t•t. Jla NNIII 

The department added a new dimension. Prevention was added to extinguishing fires 
as responsibllltes were expanded. 
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~~ TH!. SPE,IAL TR>JN SPED 
TO AID FT. WORTH , AW URC:,fNT 
~Etl~ WAS SENT .BY TM! 

DALLAS DEPARTMENT 

\ 

H!. TELE6RAM lt-15TRUC.T!O 
THE. O._Ll.AS COMAtiNV TO RETURN 
Ai ONC!.. c».l.LAS HAD IU OWI-J 
WIU)'FtRI TO COMBAT 

CAP TH . c . 
FIRE GOT ~ 
OUR HOSE' 

0) 
INE ON! I.OST IT~ HOil! 

HE. fl.AMI!. Tk!'I' 8ARELY5.\V!O 
THI STUMER BV P\IWN6' IT our 
OF Tl-4! FIR!. BY 1-iAMP. 

As fate would have it, Fort Worth and Dallas had their conflagrations on the same day. 

BUR~mELFo 

r 
~~St ~CIFIC R'E~RVA· 
TION SEMO AS A FIRI: l!ll'l!AK.. 
THf FUM!S CONSUMED T+te. 
R0UMO+IOUSlt ~~ ANO STOPPID 

.\JHE INA\. TOTAL M~Ol °™e 
SOUTH SIDE.. FIRE THE. 1.AQ.bE· 
ST IN TMI.. MliTORY oi: l=OR.T 

WORTM ... 

•t•t . JI• Noall1 

With No. 5 and No. 8 out of service, No. 1 hose burned and the Dallas company on the way 
back home, the other companies found the flames blocks ahead of them. The fire burned 
itself out when it destroyed the T&P Roundhouse and Shops. 

0.c. l>ENORV STEPPED OFF TME 
5TA6! IN 1870 ANO WAS GR!ETEO 
~V HAVIN<rHIS TOPHAT SHOTF'lilllll 
Hl5 HEAD ev A LOCAL coweov ... 

JUST WHAT I NEE 
AWtlL VE 

NDRY PICV.!O UPTH!H"-T ... 
CASUAL.LI( ADJUST!OIT ~WfNT 
ONHISWAV. Ml~DEM!ANOR IM• 
PttlSU.D THt LOCAL Cllll!M6 

HOW ' souT-TR'(IN ' ( ili,s STUFFS 
THIS NEW BLEND? GONNA MAKE 

'(OU FAMOUS 

I I 
NO~ ENTERED nu: 

'7 OCUV 8USINE.~S AND INVeNT• 
ED'CHIU POWD!R~HE. Ti!EO Ml~ 
V~IOUS BLENDS ON Tkf FIREMEN 

•••• · Jim Noala 

Chili has been popular witn Fort Worth firemen for years ... with good reason. 
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-----•a•a. JI• Neall 

Chief Bideker arrived and ·saw that his worst fears were a reality. 

THIS IS G(»lijA' BE A HOT 
PAR"N .' ro BEmR INVITE 

SOME MORE PEOPLE 1 . 

' c.HIEF SlOWEO AT ,., 
NE.ARBV FlRE ~RM BO>'~D 
'Ta..NSMITTED,.. UQua,r FOR 

A ~eCONO ALARM 

[3N&tNE. NO. 8 ~ M ED 
TO THE FIRe. /4.CARTPEOOUR 
TRIE01'0Be.AilltEM AUOSS 
,_,. lNTER5aC.TlON ON MIMPMILL 

8 ""'5 A&.f TO Ml~!, llCE 
PE00t.ER,8UTTKE STUMfRWAS 
OUT OF SBVICE WM£N IT HIT A POI.! 
~NnONe.OFTMEHORSES WAHIUfD 

<i> IMI . Jim Nuab 

The fire continued to grow, and so did the department's bad luck. 

_--:,.-

~ 

{':)ALL MA E UP._ !PWAL 
mtN·EN61N&, RAT W F()lt 'NI 
~-BOWWF09tHON$, 
AND aJSoost FOa PIRSM&N 

DTO 
TltANSM I.AR~ .... 
TMI WUtlS W£R~ ALRIMW 

M'&L.T._O 
•a•t. Jla Neall 

An urgent plea was dispatched to ·oallas. Chief Magee sent a steamer company 

to assist. 

25 



Backfires A cartoon history of the Fort Worth Fire Department By Jim Noah 

~XC!PT FOR THe ~IEF 
,\ND MIS ASSl5TANT ALL. 
MEMBERS RKf.lVE!O f'NE 
DOLLAR$ MOU"'" Kl MONTM 

T TAATGO. 

(SENTRAL. GOT A ~W 75 FT. 
A!RIAL 1./t.OO!R ANO'NO. T 
GOT A M!.W S!MrlU."1.S H05e 

WAGON 
•tNI . JI• Noall 

A pay raise followed new stations and new equipment. The annual budget exceeded 
$75,000 in 1907. 

ATZAMATT 

- I 
e F1ReM1:w couL.ON'T 

UNDERSTAND TI4E HOR.5! 
BflN6 SO H'6HL'( A&ITAT!D 

•1•1. JI• Noala 

The are many ''horse stories.'' One of the more popular ones is about ''Irish,'' a big black 
assigned to engine #3. 

7 
.J 

· ~ I I I ·· 
(:)LD No.l STATIOWWA~ TOIN 
DOWN IN 1906 -A Mew STATION 
.,_., COM5TRUCTaD ON Tl(a 

SAM& 91Ta 

l:>ec.eMSE.R l~OT-A Nl!W 
NQ, l STATION WAS OCC.U· 
Pll!O. IT WA$ TO REMAIN 
IN us~ UNTIL. Paa. 1Ci19 

WHATEVER. YOU DO 

I -
• f STOit.¥ SAYS>. USE. 

Of ILL REPUTe WA~ au, LT 
AC.kO!aS 'Tlf& AU.SY Fat:»t1•1 

HA\'LOFT COOR 
•1N1 . Ji• N .. 11 

The "Old City Hall" was demolished, and a new # 1 Fire Station built in its place. 
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WE ~HTA' 
CALL IT TH ' /" 
~~16 5QIJIRT, 

! 

. '3 GOT A NE:W T\Jml{' 
tkWMJON~M~ICAN 

LA· FIU-.t-lC.&. MFw. C.O. 

T~E CENSUS COUNT 15 NEXT 
YEAR AND WE'RE GOMNA' AMNt~ 

A LOTT~ PEOPLE! 

I 

RT WOR1'H AANWO SEVEM&. 
ltJWM\ INCLUOIN<, NORTH 

PT. WOIITH MID IT .5 'FIR.a 
D&P,.RTMl!HT 

~e Ho.Ff.WORTH CHIEF Bf· 
o.ME. ,._C~PTAIN OF THE 01!.PT. 
ANO SPe.NT n41 REST OP MIS Life AS 
WT. OF NOllTHS&OI STATION Ho.II 

<il lNI . Jim Naaa 

The city prepared for the 1910 ~ensus. Chief Bideker's salary was raised to an 
astonishing $200 per month. North Fort Worth Volunteer Fire Chief J.H. Buckland was 
hired as a paid captain. 

I 4 -.....,. ~ 

'(0UM6S'TER5 ~Cl OED 
TO ~P£1t.lMENT wmt "R)8A(CO 
110, ~ ONT!~ $Tillt 

GHe fXPERtMf.Nl w,..s "' 
t)ISAST!.R ... IN MORE. w-...ys 
THJ.M TMIV &V£R. ~ 

Gw,EF e,o tt ~ R£UEVED -
TM£ Ol~lC.KER FORLUMCH. IJ ltN. 
M!R!t!l'lfD ~o.LLCf~8AlitH ON 
RRt 1.TTUC.KU 4 IMV STRUTS. 

•1•1. Jla Noall 

April 3, 1909 - A dry windy day that threatened the entire city. The chief had 
relieved Captain Penninger, the alarm operator, for lunch. 

'VE GOT A e.JRNE 

. 5 WA':J AT A. GRASS 
FIRE. ON DEEP SOUTH MAIM 
BEHIND ST. JOSUK'S MOSP\TAL. 
WHEN ~V t,.WTtc.iOTHi F\Rli 

&.s NO.s TURNEO l\4£ CORNER 
ROM ti.MAIN TO tAA6N0UA THE 
MORSE SUPPED~ FW.··~ 
HISl.a. Kt MM> TO 6£ OESTRate.D. 

Normal operating procedures were taken, but fate had decreed that the 

department would not stop this fire easily. 

24 



Backfires A cartoon history of the Fort Worth Fire Department 

~ ~ 
ER~ ARE. S!\JEIW. LO 

R!CORDS OF FlltlM.AN H.t.(sADIQ 
Gt>.$!»0N.l!S!IN4- l<.ICKl0 0111. 
STSPP&D ON 9V TM& HOR.II 

IGUESS WE.'~ lJJC 
BUf POOR Ol.' TOM 

(sHEMICAl. l!NG-INE co. No.7 
COLLID!O WlTH A. STREET CAR . 
CAPt WN.IC!l ftF.lllLL WQf 51.16MTLY 
~.MIISl"l'Dln -~ Dl~TltO'ftO 

By Jim Noah 

Street cars and fire wagons had many problems as the city and department continued to 
progress. 

AIN1 TOO 

0 PRIL 11, I90S · JIMMA000)( 
16MS ,,,_~ CHl!I' ,._MO ASSISTANT 

CIUEF W.~.(e1u>810EKER WAS 
PROMOTED TO CHIEF Of TNl DePT: 

•tNl. Jim N .. 11 

Chief Maddox decided to return to law enforcement and became police chief again. The 
new fire chief would see the departmE;nt through many major changes and fires. 

1\l«>MINNIE 
HE 

WASCH~MHD TO ABOUT 30AV5 
Off Pek MONTH . 

{;"\_ TWO·SiOR'< PRAMA Wo.3 
mttON WAS CON~TllUGTIOOH 
~I. M .&. CORNIA. r:,,, CM.MOUN 

6'NC> l~ U ii'tRUT . 

. . - ,,. ' . . 

Working conditions improved as good times and growth of the city and department 
continued. 
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Ol'7DEEPER FAT BOY . 
WE GOTlA HAVE M~'N 1 
Tl<'T CM\CKEtffEEDI 1 1 

~MEN WERE OfTERMINED 
1D NOT ?MBAIW.SS FT. WORTI4· lllf 
~SSIO TU MlT ANO RAIS!D n~e 
~~ FOi.. A.. WI.W P~IMT JOI 

' 

WE OOHiCARE. JU5T 
so·s IT'S TH~ PURTVE':>T 
WAuON Al nr FAIR / 

~ ··------...,-... ..... 
e. E..~. LeNNOX 8U66f!. 

tWAGON ~T SMOP•~ 6Nr.M 
TH! Jee T0 Re~utlii.N~PAINT 

T-NI! OL.0 WAGON 

WAGON W6.S Al.l~T!D 
WHITe WITM GOLD LEAF TRIM 
ANO L&mRINfl. THE FIR!M&N 
W£RI! Vf.ff:{ ~SIO t PIU>U0 

•t•t . Jla NMIII 

Credit a Fort Worth buggie painter _ with the Fort Worth Fire Department's white 
equipment - one of the first in the nation and still rolling. 

g..E TEAM FROM 'FORTWOmt 
WON T+tE $ 250 !.t 'FIRST PR\ Z! 

A"T Tl-ti! PVMPEI'. RAGII 

// 
I " . , . 

-~ 
~[ 

-- .. 2 
lf.lP- ~ 

··~ 

c:Jo~T 
NO\/EL. WHITE FIR! W~60N. 
THE FIREM!N l!!lP!,IAL.L.'< 
L.1 K.&r.0 IT ••• 

T WORTM BfCAMf ONE OF 
TH! FIRST MAJOR OEP!l.RTM&llS 
INTM&NA.TIONTOAA\11. WH\Ta. 

.-\PPA~TUS 
•1•1. Jlm Noailll 

White was right,and the F.W.F.O. came out number one. 

~ 

DOZ FIRE HELMETS 
E ! PURCAASE. FROM TI4E 

!!UREKA FIRE HOSE CO~Y 
FOR $ 9!."?Sl 

ITV COUNCIL OF.0eRl!.O 
EVERY FIRE ~YORANT IN 
THE CITY TEST!0•·FOuR OF 
481 WERc FO\JNO Ol!F!C.TI\I~ 

The department continued to expand and build. 

•1•1. Jla NMIII 
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~ :, .. -. -=~ 
(!;. FIREMANOICK ROCKETT 
FELL OFF Of 'THE ~LADDER 
DEATH ~SILTED 20MINUTf~ 

LATeR. 

0 J.~fR~No.o WJ,,..,S 
&D TWO 0~'(5 P/i..V ... FOR 

L!AVIW6 THI! 5T.l.T\OW WITW• 
OUT P~M1$$10W 

AT IT / ... .VOU 

••••· Jim Noall 

The year 1902 was one of tragedy as a former fireman riding with his old company died in 
the line of duty. 

MEMICAL ENC:rtN~ No. 7 
WAS +UT ISVASTU~TC.~ 

AT 2~tMAIN 

('<fVERAL ~ESSIONA.LBAU KAM WfRE FIRe PIGMTtRS 
IN THE OFF SU.SONS. MANY Rf. 
MAINt.D TO 9f.(.()MI. OHIC.US 

• 1N1. JI• Noall 

The old and the new "clashed" in 1903 and firefighting was a "spo~ting" event. 

BILL. WE'RE GONNA' 
SEND OUR FASTEST 
COM~NY TO HfFAIR 

- I 

£ STAT! FAlR CONDUCTE 
PUMPER ~$ u..ttt Y!All ~H
ou,JtTMfNT 5fNT lT5 BeST 

AHO F1',.TeST Ml!N 

Cl~ 
A~AINST TME C.LOC.IC.. ••• 
w.a. TUC.IC.ER H.oSE co.•s 

WAS 'FAST!.ST 

5UREL'< YOU DO 
EXPECT US TO RE 
SENTFORT 

• 1•1. Ji• Neall 

The Fort Worth Fire Department eagerly looked east to the State Fair in Dallas each year. 
. . 
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CULLS BEffiR 
IN ' 

- '3 

r:::lATER WAS Ol!LIVl!R!O 
TO STATION .... ANOS FOR 
TWO DOLLARS A MONTH 

MVG 

(2ANVASFORCOVERTA.RP5 
'v:JA~ PURc.HAS&D 'FROM 
MONNINC':,'o ORV 6OO0S .. . 

193 VAROS FOR.$6.7' 

~ 

~ 

,iHE "FINt:." FOR B~ING- I t-.1 
AN" INT0XICATED11CONOIT\OM 

WAS 'FIVE OA"'<S PAY 

Budget problems were constant. Fines took care of some of the smaller Items. 

OSe COM~'t' No.6 ~'10N 
-~ SENT TOTME SMOPfOll PJ.JMT 
tlll:fJJR. T'NO MEN Wu.E L>JD Off 
UNTILIT6'0TOUTOFTHE SHOP 

'CAPTAIN 
MOTED 

A.'< AN "EW N IS 
TWE Ft~T PR0MDTIOM /4, Fil.!• 
MAN MAKES-IN 1901 IT WAS 
TM£ H"°"E5T RAH'<. UMDell CMIEF 

\?HE HORSES WfkE NA.MEO FOR 
flVOIIJTE5••0£wfY•fOR Tllf ADMt
RA&.. "SIX 81T5". 816 ENUFF. 0UTtH 
tlltlSH WlltE OTlllaS. 

•1•1. Jla Nealll 

The turn of the century and the new chief brought changes - some hurt or helped the 
pocketbooks - some the firemen had fun with. 

~ 1'5.190'5 ·AT l2NOON 
THf. MlW SWO'CMDltD NIO STOINf 
MmRltS woe PUT IN StRVICI. 

AT C!.NTIIIAL ~TATIOM 

et•I . Jla NNIII 

Things were looking up in 1903 for the Fort Worth Fire Department and the North Side in 

particular. 
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~- '-

~,.l.llTrw ~i CSO E ME.5 
FOUND ON TIU! $TRttlS A~D MIRED 
WITH NOFORMAL TRAININ6 

~OME OF TME MEN DECIDED TO 
00 S0MET4-41N6- ASOUT TI1E 
ODORS COMING, FROM THE 
STALLS 

'\ .... 

PI.E! NUM 
™IS ... 

~ I 
E ~ ~ES WERe~POTTY• 

TRAINE.O .. IT WAS THE~k.lES 
JOIS TO SEE AJIT!R TffEIR. ~!.OSI 

••••· Jim Noall 

The department began to settle into a routine. Problems were solved In various ways. 

fil NEW 'crNTRAL''STATION w~s 8UIL T IN 1899 

I 
ATLL SAVE 

/ 

• N£W MA"°ll AHO COUNCIL 
IIOUGHT TMe. 'R'i.SIGNATION 
~ CHIEf' CELLA 

Volunteer Hose Co. #6 became a paid company. Then a new central (No.2) station was 
built in the triangle of Monroe and Throckmorton streets in 1899. April 8, 1901, Chief Cella 
resigned. 

AW!IGEEWM 
VOUAIM'r 

• 1Nl. Jlm N .. 11 

Jim Maddox resigned as police chief and was appointed fire chief. One of his first actions 
was to reappoint ex-captain W.E. "Bill' Bideker as assistant chief. 
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~E 'fORC."f.!> fO~ A fiA-LY Pl.10 
DtPARTM'fNT 51:T OUT TO UMCHf 
ii-I?. IJOLUNTEERS 

~Mi MA'fOR -'MO -'LOE.Ft.Ml!t-l 
Ml!T IN S'ECll._T ANOA?'PR.0',/!D 
A 'FULLV ff.lt) ~~RTMi.NT· TO 
8E AUTMOR\IEO OFNC,WY LATiR 

Gil NOV.16,18QS•T~i COUNCIL. 
AIJTWORlZE1) A l='ULL.V ~10 

fCIRl l)li.AARTMiNT 

Purchases of apparatus and stations and new companies added to other requests 
caused much dissension, arid by November 1893 the end of the volunteer era was in sight. 

QHE MEN 'M:>AAEO TWeNTV·OHt 
t-lOUR!> P'-R°""'t··WITH ~~ 'FULL 
0...\' OfP U..CH MONTH 

t;j\E CHIEF OWNED A ~L N .. .. 
HIS DRIVER i'NO 8UG6Y STAYED 
AT THE STATION. WHEN AN AL.· 
ARM CAME IN ™EY WOULD C:,O TO 
T~i SALOON·· TH£N OW TO 1ltE FIR~ 

Dec. 1, 1893 .. . the paid department coflsistlng of Chief John C. Cella and 34 men took 
charge. There were five companies plus the Hook & Ladder. A.J. Chambers Hose Co. #6 
remained volunteer. 

~ES WERE ,50•PERM0N'AI 
PRl'lt'TES. T+t!.'( WU£ "1.LOW£01D 

eGQCW ONLY fROM TH! CHl!l!l Ai 
TEM PERC.t~T PER P,,.'(°""'{ . 

~IGtUIH SN.OON--.0 GAtM 
M!H'f» 'PA"CMICK 1f, TMU !IOU(iMT Ii,. T\H 
tEHt !Bil·- !MM fGINO~etTTBt llW. 

1 ro,,,,.. ' w • . --_ 
eEl..i& ~~$1GNIO 1M£ HOWf.V -.&ON 
OETlU.•~'TMl~~ 
fROMv.GMST~ilON . _ 

The firemen could get their paychecks cashed at the chief's saloon lf they bought a beer· 
However, they had to come in the alley and change to civilian clothes. 

.• ·.· i 
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ME? 
I 

H£ T1tlMURV WA5 LOW ... A 

COMMITTII WM APP01NT10 TO 

AIK TMl COUNCIL R>lll $ 2000tf 

klEF AM WAS IN5TINCTEO 
TO XiQUIST. 3000 1NtT£AO OF 
~zooo .. ROM TW£ COUNCIL 

(;) NEW CH"EMICAL EN'11NE 
WA5 REQUE5TEO. 

•tMI. JI• Noall 

Expenses exceeded income ... Chief Adams was elected again to succeed Chief Matkin 
and was instructed to request additional aid. Weeks later a chemical engine was requested 

and bought. 

fJERRY OBRIHI ._T Ct.IE T\~ W/6 TIIE {)jl:f 
~ flREMAW-THE. llPT. fURN15HEtl LIVIN& 
QUAiT£KS ~E T"E camw. srA1100-
IWlAWI GUEf JQIN O'&RIE~ WK> l'.(j)j Tu~ 

ATA Y/J,; 
Of 1 

8 MOTION WAS MAD O WITH-
OLt> TH£ nD·U.TA SHAR£ OF 
FUNDS fOR J.A.. TMORNTON CQ-4 CHIEF BEN U. ~ELL.~R. 

••••· Jim Neall 

Chief Adams was defeated by Ben U. Bell Sr. as the department entered its 20th year. 

~R?Q~EST RA NE:.W 
CENTRAL FIRE. STATION 
WA.S sueM1,-,-e.o . 

/' ~..,...~ ..... :::-! 
' I 

- I~ ~ ~I I 

~J.C¼WA6ER5 HOS'E. C.C. 
No. 6 &CAME /Ji. '-\l:M8clt.. 

~E W)ll:5 HUMANE SOCIETY 
UN\JEILEt, A MONUMENT TO 

AL HAYNc. 

The department continued to grow as it requested more and more money. A.J . Chamber 
Hose Co. #6 became the seventh company. The Ladles Humane Society unveiled a 
monument to Al Havne at Front (Lancaster) and Main streets. 
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@wu..VE ME.N 'R'EMOVEO AL AA¥N! 
FROM ntE 6URNIN6 8UIL01N6 AfTER 
H£ JUMPED FiOM ll4E SEC0MO fl..OOR 

fDINI . Jla NHII 

The huge structure collapsed into a pile of burning rubble within 45 minutes of the first 
alarm. Alfred S. Hayne, after rescuing many people, was himself trapped. He was taken to St. 
Joseph's infirmary where he died a few hours later. Miraculously he was the only fatality. 

~ - IQ. I t..v.SON1C· L0061i. AT 
2 '!!' 6,. IAAIH 9URN&tl · 1\11. l'IRIL 5TA1'T .. l) 
IN"' ~u.v CNtN OH T~~ -,::,a.T 'kDO 

, - -

< /1icoMMIT WASAPPOINTEO 
1t) ltJVESil6.A.TE. ~ORS A'3Al~T 
TIECHIEFANOH\S ,t..SSl5T.A.NTS A· 
BOUT THEIR ACTIONS ~TA l=li:lf' 

---- \ \ l 
,JH£: COMMITTEE WA~ 01~ • 
CH~RgeD ANO A R'eSOUJTION 
O'FCONFIDENC.E W,._~ 'P-'SS'tO 

e1Nt . Jim Noab 

lnterdepartment politics continued to cause problems. Chief Adams and his assistants 
were charged by some of their detractors. 

0 A~IAL O'fR WA.S ORDER· 
I) FROM A Cl-41CA"70 MANUl=AC.· 

T\JRltJ<i, COMPJ\.N'< 

'ii'HE o~PAA~r>I 5Tll0o i 
NED· TO PARTAI(~ OF 5UPP!R >. T 
THE A!>!IISTANT OilEf'S N!.W HO· 
Ta··AT ~IS INVITATION! 

\(Ht. W.8. i\JC.K'Eflt HOS'E CO. W~5 
OEDICATEDTH'E. NEW.HOUSc." 

'FE:!IUARY 7. 189\ 

•1NI . Jla Noall 

Times were prosperous. The department bought its first aerial truck. Assistant chief 
Kaizer treated the department to supper at his new hotel, and Tucker Company proudly had 

an open house for its new building. 
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r\ 
~ Hl!.P AMNOUNClO T~AT 

1'tl HOR5f5 Wf.lt!. ~U!MI.D 1W 
THe flRST 5TROK! Of 1\tl ALARM 

B COMMITTEE. MET WITH l\,{£ 
MAYOR ANO ALDERM!.N 1'0 DIS
CUSS 'PURCHA51N6 ON!. OR MORE. 

NEW 5nM-\~RS · 

. 7 

6AU.OT1Nw FOR THI NAMH OF 
TH& TWO NEW EN61N£S WAS 

TM~WN OUT 

•tNI . Jim NNII 

Two new steamers were ordered for the growing city. In an election to name the new 
engines more votes were cast than there were members present. The steamers were named 
the Don Adams and the Stuart Harrison. 

· {;J FIR'f 'DESTROYED TWO 
n-K>USA.NO BALES OF COTTON 
eEFORE. ll4~ T'11«)NEW ~ 
COOLD eE DELIVl:Rl:O. 

-

' 

c:lEw ENG,IN S CALLEO 

FOR NEW STATIONS TO 
._.OUSE TffEM 

\T 
~ l1890-l+l£001t'. OONI-.TEO 
~O TO "FHE,.SP~ING> '?ALACl:• 

•tMl. JI• Noell 

New stations to house the engines were needed as the "Spring Palace" prepared for a 
spectacular second season. 

w1 wE wuz~ 
. NEW STEAME 

IT T\J(ll,IH) 

f N£W ST?>-ME~"ST\JART 
HARRISON "lUltNtD 0\/lR. IMJUIU 

TWO 'fllt!M'tN 

THE MIN05 OF THE 'FIRl!.MEN 
AS T+-tE. TEXAS SPRING AfilL.AC.E 
E.NTER'E.O ITS S£CONO 5'EA50N 

CltMI . Ji• N8all 

The "Spring Palace" prepared for its grand finale, which exceeded what anyone had 
. anticipated. The cry of fire brought chills to the firemen who never had time to turn the water 

into the hose. 
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CtuEF "Do~ At>AMs 

-(J1tE ,,...,~ .... :11!!«-M ?trnll~ 
or 7!1- +.lil·HOOSTON +.Tl410aNOR"ltllt 
ntECU.Y WATERAVAIL'Af ~~ ROIA 

"Tltt Cl~l!RN5 

~ 
MC0Ul{TRIC:MT L06THl~f\R!,T 
0 L.A5T GUNflG--HT ••.. TO 

1.UKa. 'SHORT·· FW8. 9 . I ea 7 

•1Nl. Jla N .. 111 

, Don Adams was elected chief of the department. His administration brought · some 
serious fires and the department and Fort Worth lost one of.their most colorful characters. 

H£ DEPARTMENT OIU7,t,HIZE1> 
&\HO UNDER THE L£ADlKiHIP 

Of nof'ES$01l AULT 

(;\ING INJURED IN SERVICE 
C0UL0 MEAN COMPLETE RUIN 
fOR A MEM 5E'RS 'FAM IL'{ 

0IO' WOil™ "5 GOIN& TO 
H,'\lf. TllE GREATEST SHOW· 
PL~Ct. IN nit HISTORY Of 

TeX:A.S 

~ 

,iHE "FIRE.OEPP..~TMENT 
e0U6HT t100 CSiOCA< IN. il-41~ 
~-0.S SPRING- ~L.ACe. 

•1N1 . Jla N .. 111 

Fort Worth continued to grow and prosper, as did the fire department. Plans tor the 
extr.avagant "Texas Spring Palace" were announced. 

~ UTMI OhlLOPlllS BUILT 
NIW Rl511JiHTIAL AR£A5 ANO 
PIOVIVID flU PllOTiCTION 

T'\IOSE flRfMEN efmll 
APPII.O',lt OUR PETITION 

'FOR~ fl~~N't' .. 

'Gj. 8. T\JOC.ER HO!:.E COM~ 
WA~ U..W.,\MOUSL'I' cL'!C.Te.O A 
COMPl'NY Of nil:. O~TMENT 

•1NI. Jla N .. 111 

The city continued to expand. W .8. Tucker Hose Co. #5 was added to the department 
with 19 new members. Daggett Company bought new protective clothing. 

13 
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.· // 

;,( ;,; ,/_ , . ,, ,' • , 1/, /. ,; ·<// w:v.-:: u- j:p //1/~,,r /. . . 
fil fA[~ifLtRJ\NAt t\HlNm 
IN ON Tl4E NEW FtRe. ,"o.1.ARM 

':i'1'STeM 8V ~ t)ON ADAMS 

~c CULPRIT WAS FOUND 
ANO CHA'RGE.S we.RE. flL.ED 
FOR "T\JRNIN6 IWAfALSE ALARM 

ilNC.f. THf ALARt.A SYST~M 
WAS N'EW·-NO ORDINANCE I-IAO 
BEEN ~~DON nt.LS1! .Au\RMS 

•1•1. Jla NNII 

Eleven fire alarm boxes were Installed. The first recorded false alarm was transmitted 
by fireman Don B. Adams. He escaped punishment and In later years was elected fire chief. 

~ FIRE. ALAT<M C>J.JG+iT THE 
CHIU AT THE t)£POT WITHOUT A 
}'tORSc. , .. tlE~R.OWED# ONE . 

0N THE W#rr.V TO TI-tE. ALARM 
TME CHIE.f ~ !bl.IQ ~1-l OU) 
'F-RtENO .... J\M C.OUA'TRICntT. 

' 

i\ 

'\n4e. M1' 't'O 
POSITION OF FIRE CH1£'F 

•1•1. Jla NNII 

Chief Matkin took his job seriously. However the mayor removed him from office by 
abolishing the chief and assistant chiefs positions. 

(Bv t>~ · . ~ t <'MIU'$ 
POSITIOIJ WAS RESTOII.ED ANO I'\ 
NEW flR-e. CHl'!.f WM "fL£CT£l) 

I) ,: 
I , •1•1. Jla NNII 

The members were upset over not having chief officers. In a few days the mayor ordered a 

meeting for the purpose of electing a new <?hief. 
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(3H11F MUL"-EY RESIGNED ANO 
WAS £LU.TD> TO THE 

CITV COUNCIL 

(?OMPANV PRIDE DICTATED 611£AT 
iffOR'I' TO £1.ECT A. MEM8EK AS 
CHIU. EACH ELECTION 8IWU6MI' 
GREAT RIVALRY ... AND OREN _ 

HAllO ff.£LINGr6 

~LI MATKIN WAS £1.ECnO . 
FIR£ CHlif MfO FINED fOR 
.. CONT£MPT OF TM£ CHAj~": 

Fire chief Mulkey resigned to run for the City Council. Rolll Matkin was elected to finish 
Mu.Ikey's term. It was a stormy election. 

-- !-;-I 

LY AFTER 
AS C~IEF IN l8S4\ ··C~IE.F R. 

MATKIN RECIEVEO A SALARY 

~""~~~-.IBM··JIIIC0UlTJlf,IIT f£ll. fROM 
ltlS HORSE IN 'FRONT r:l- t-&o.l ~ TAT\ON WIIILE 
BCAPIN6 'fl'DM THE TEXAS RANGfRS. 

Chief Matkin was authorized a salary and the J.A. Thornton Hose Co. #4 was admitted 
to the department Aug. 29, 1894. With the help of some members of the department Jim 
Courtright became a fugitive. 

~EiWOfiiE\IDl'SES wm U~D 
8" OTHER CITY CfPNlTMfN1!a WKEN 
MOT NEEDED FOR ntE STEAMER 

{;;).Nf.W eitLL W"-~ OELtveR!.0 AMO 
HUN& IN Ii. TOWU RMIN) ClNTtAL. (saJTRAL 51'TION W,,.S BUILT. 

The central station on Main between 11th and 12th streets was completed, $nd the 
large bell was delivered and installed in a special tower behind the station. 
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NEWS IT£M: ON !>T>.RTIN6- l0 '™E 
ARE SUNt».'t Nl6HT, lllf ENf,INe, 
KNOCICEO DOWN ONE Of llfE DOORS. 

Otte WUT .• ..,. "'HOUimlH ST. 
ACM 1•-~ ..... tlll~ 
WIM TIil ONLY Wo\l'Dtun'LY 

6N SEPfEMBER 20, 1881 T\£CClJNC.IL 
~EDlO~YlllEFfttvT l',Of THE 
CXW~llON ~ON~.511. Wf£KS 
IJJEK TIIY IW1EP EM:IIMAN •2¥,et FIRE. 

Protection Engine Co. No. 1 replaced Panther Engine and the need for a more adequate 
water supply began to become more evident. By late 1881 the council had provided 
financial assistance to the department. 

fi,. APllL ~ 1&8~ T+IE fl WORTH -.TlR 
WOllkS COMPlETEO 5ft MIUS Of MAINS. . 
Willi A ~TV IS 4 MIU.ION G- P. D 

•1•1. Jim Noab 

The inability to get a better water suppl~ for fighting fires caused a drop in attendance at 
fires. The city became divided into to camps. Those in favor of a water works, and those who 
did not think it necessary. G.H. Mulkey became tire chief and things began to happen. 

WE"REG 
EfJ~ ' 
t. ALAR 
M IN 
TE. 

~',..;../ .. 
,L • . 

J • • • •• . -.. : • 

(]LIVEN '"GAMEWW:~ 
Y:lft AL.ARM 1k>X£S WIU 

IH.TALL£D 

$12,000 WAS SP£NT ON R£· 
~lON· J. 'P£TlR SMIT._ 
HOii CD!"2 AND i.M. IWNETT 
H05£C~3 WER£ Ol&o\NIZB> 

- - .;·~ ---i 

i~- ~S~Nil.OW 

il t!IIII. J ,m Noab 

Two new hose companies were formed, and $12,000 was spent on thd tjepartment. An 
electric fire alarm system was installed. A new central station was plann~o and a 3,000-

pound bell was ordered. 

l( 
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LE AAUUN6 Cl)AL DOWN 
A 'DAR~ ALLEY TMe Jwt!NIL!. 
~OE LOST ITS WAoON 

Wtv wHE ~T OM!Nf!> 
00N£ IT '-NDTIIE SM.<nl''.i 

SllLL llJRNIIJ 'f 
,. ; < ' "t· / ' 

, I >. ; 

-" .~.:1-
ffiNTHER EN&\NE TUl<NEO 
OVe.R ~SPONOINC:r TO A 
W:11.>F . Cil!!.VEN aJILOINwS L0St 

J. 
r-

\ ~~ . 
I O MOllS£5 WIRl BOU6HT 

• tel l . J im Noab 

One dark night while responding to a fire the Juvenile Fire Brigade had Its wagon 
\ 

destroyed in an accident. The firemen took up a collection and built them a beautiful new 
wagon. A team of horses was purchased by the city. They were trained to pull the Panther 
engine. 

1!HE 1878 ANMJALWUTSllaNED 
H FM.SE~ T\ltNED INB't TWf 
80tS ... ON TkEOIIEFS ~ Ml&IIT 

I"LL SHOW 
MINE .. IF YOU WILL 

'iJMi flMT SALMl£S WO£ 
MITM01UZ£0 

'ul-tE DEPARTMENT ASKE.0 
FOR AMANCl~L AS~STANCE. Fl<OM 
THE COUNCJL .. TuEY OIONOT&ET 
A WARM ~C~PTION ... . 

e 1•1. Jim N<1ab 

By 1878 the department was well organized and active. The team of horses necessitat
ed the first full- time employees, and expenses again became a major problem. The 
Panthers called for the city to pay each company $50 per month to help out. The council 
didn't think much of the request. · 

HAT 0 

... '~H~~::!~;;~~~--lr' 

~-J 
i 1-

~ ' ""'--I 
CJ.'j(U)ER~ARSQN ~ 
$12.000 FIRf. LOS5.AlM05f AN 
ENTIRE BLOC.IC. 8URNED 

• ER C0MPNlC' T\lt!AT£NW 
TO ~516N UMl.£5S THE ~NC\L. 
fi.JRNl5HEO t100 A. MOWTH .1 

NOTHINCi eur PRJ.1SE 
'llt€1lS ~ 

• • , .. 

'~ 

/ \ \ 
1lE PANTHUS SUttPRISf ~ 
~ ~Pfl0'1'\4e a516HA110N ANO 
TIJb(OTMI 5tuMillCMll 'lOAHO'NIII 
IIOIW- -PIIOl'ICTION IN6N CQ.Ne.l 

e1•1 . Jla NNIII 

A major fire caused the loss of an entire block. The Panthers were determined to get 
financial assistance from the city. For four months they threatened to resign. On April 29, 
1879, the mayor and council called their bluff and turned the steamer over to a newly 

formed company. 
9 
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B 
_...; 

~---- : '.-~~ 
· ~ - · ·~ --

'<ie NE~ c,1v HA-r(~s 
COMPLETED· BOTH COM PA· 
NlES MOVEO IN JAN. 29.1817 

5Pfa..PE.R. IC. 
T+-'11!. PRE~SURE UP FOR 
A WATl!R. S<STE M .. . 

<ill9ill . Jim No■h 

The new city hall provided adequate housing for the department, and the newspaper 
wasted no time in calling for other needed projects. 

&RTlfl~AL IU.UMINA M• CiAS 
WM MANUMC1'uaal> HUI IN tnJ 

. 

~- . 
. ~ .. , 

S t MC1Fl'?R£16MT 
DePOT ~fD .... AI.NTH!R 
!N61Ni w.t.s wau. usao 

Cltllill . Jim No■b 

A 1,500-barrel cistern was built on the courthouse square, two 500-barrel cisterns, one 
behind the fire hall and one near the depot, were constructed for firefighting purposes. 

,r; 
\ , ·i 
-~ -

E: eovs COULON T 
WAIT 'TILL THE.Y WCRC.0\.0 
fNOU6H l0 BC Fl~MEN 

'i?HE -routK, BOYS Of FT. WORTH 
eu!LT /kit. ~N TO a.RR'< COAL. 
'FOR PANT'°'ER EN(;iNI!.. 

UN '1111 .. NOT MOW ! 
MOM~ ..-Al( IN6, MV 

MEW IMll"OMM 

. (~ . · 

11 • ...::-~r:iS1l -~ t,Ji {'' . . ~,'( 
• ( I ' 

.. , --.....,;........;,.;....-- I 

~TS MAO£ Tkl .»N41U5 
UNIFORM 5Mll'T5,RLTS(CAPS. "Tlt£ 
FIRl~M HiLPtD ll4tiot OA6MollU. .. 

Cltllill . Jim N o■b 

About 20 boys, too young to be firemen, orgainzed the ''Juvenile Fire Brlgade."One 
member was Freddy Askew. Freddy said the boys took a 1-by-12 plank and built a wagon 
that would carry 1 ½ bushels of coal. They used It to keep the Panther engine supplied witt) 

fuel at large fires. 

a 
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(i,.Nn£R ENl'i!NE ~ 0WVER£0 
AND TeTED • MOIIEMR.ll 11. 1876 

£1 ... 
--_ ,:-:,, 

I 
I • 

A SIT& 'IIOR J,.. MA'f0R'$ o,,,c-. ~0 1'1Ra ~Mo.I.. 

' 

TH a 810 TO 9UIL0 A. MAY~S 
Oflllllc;e. N--10 FIRI& HAI.I.. 

'9lNl . Jim Noall 

The steamer was delivered, tested and put into service. New quarters were required. They 
were found at a store fronting on the alley between Weatherford and First streets. Former 
Mayor Day donated a lot and the council agreed to build a mayor's office and fire haU. 

Cu-\.• HOOIC. ~ Uii.DOER CO. 
dCllUITaD M&W lft11M8UI.~ 

Ci>ANTHiR C'OM~NY • IVB 
Ne.W UMIFORMi AT THI COl'T 

OF.'$2018 

-~ -. . · ~ 

'u\a M&WiH.P'U. CA.U.IDTMl "IMTllU( 
0/INlr Ml$' AFT'lll PUUJMt- TMl ~l 
TIU. Ftft. ll4! STORY AL!O POINTlO 
OUT TNE. NEED FOR ~GOOO Tl/toilWI 

a,. ,u,a HOlilSU 

a, .. ,. Jim Noab 

The department grew rapidly in membership and strength, but the Panthers soon tou nd 
out that puUlng a heavy steamer to the scene of a fire was more than difficult at times. 

§oTH COMPANIE5 HELO 
JI,,,. PARAOE TO SHOW 
OF~ n.E e.QUIPM!!t,,lT 

d:Jl,.N 3 . 1877 ·· B ILLY THE PANTHER 
GETS OUT Of +-i 15 CAG-f 

E AIN'T NO 
ALLEY CAT' 

---· .· • QUISTION WJ...5 IUl.lSED 
J,..STOTI-41 TRUf. 'S~C.lt!> Of 
C#.T 1'T TlU! Fllll K._LL. HE WAS 
OfCLAP-£0 TM~ ~L. '™IN6'-! 

<illlll . Jim Noab 

Parades, balls: part ies and tires kept a high level of activity In the department. BIII_Y the 
Panther caused some excitement on one occasion, escaping form his cage during a 
meeting. The only injury was one unnamed fireman who was burned while climbing a hot 

stove pipe. 
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C:>fPA.RTMiNT MliMBER 
S.P. GR&iNE ltOOI. TO AUSTIN 
TOHILP Ollt~ANIZf& THa 
STAT& FIIII!. A$SOCIATION 

i";,' IV,,JlU~ 

~'"'"~f-1 ------1,,r; 
B MEMefR OF THE HOOK 
rLADOER WAS SELLIN& A 
6UN.:.WHEN THE FIRE ALARM 
WAS SOUNOEO ... HE0 UT OU,.. 
FOR THE STATION . .... 

;, .A-~ 
~ e0 (9 

8ciftz£N ... SEEIN6, THE~N .... 
ASSUMED lltERE AAO et EN A 
SHOOTIN6 ANO lli!. GUNMAN WAS 
TR'C'IN6TOt.W(EANf~ . . . . 
f~TiL.Y K15 AIM WM 8ltlD 

•1•1. Jim Noab 

Members of the department were active In aH areas of the city and state development. 

-'vl-4& MEED f0R A. 511.1.MUt WA$ 
10INTID OUT WMIN TWI ""-lltll MOU .. 
HOTIL•Mi\11 IIIA'~ ~Ta..·TM& UV 
8ALOON A11D A. U~DINCi IUtNID 

I L.06~ Of ntl COUlmlOUA 
PIIOMPTmTH&PURCHAAOF 

A ST&AMO 

~ ·"· ' , 

-~ # , • 

i<ITIZ WERE ~s.i.&0 TO 
CONT9'1auT11. A ~o 
001.L.AM "TOWARD TIii ~ 

OF A. STIAMllll 

•1•1 . Jim Noaia 

The necessity of a steamer became evident as more and larger fires continued to occur. 
The council agreed to purchase a $6,250 steamer, If the citizens would contribute the first 
$1,000. The amount was soon raised. 

tiOW 
PANTHER 

,. 
I e 5ECONI> COMFNtY WAS 

~IZ£1>_TM£.NAM£ 
CHO&&~ WAS "'MNTH£1l .. 

I 

, -..._,_1,J 

A 
:r. J0MNS0M H•L No.1 AND 

'PANTkU 1iN6tNI! ~V 
MaR6£ TO FORM Ttft '°J:ORT 
WORTft FIU •IWtTMUIT• JNO. ~ICHOL5 

•1•1. Jim Noaia 

A steamer was ordered form the Silsby Co. of New York. A company to operate the 
steamer was formed and adopted the name of "Panther Engine Co." M. T. Johnson Hook & 
Ladder No. 1 and Panther Engine merged and formed the Fort Worth Volunteer Fire 
Department and elected John Nichols chief. 

6 
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LET'S CEl.EBRA 
WR ARST 
HI' 

&O 
TO CiLl&RAff TKER FIRST 
VWA~. 

. '\ 

f. 
~~--a.4--4~~ 

. . . 

. . . :'' 1 .. _:_ . · .. 
·.· ;< : 

- .. '7 . .. 

{:?ROPERTV OWNERS ON 
MAIN STR~ET ~IWCTED 
CISTf.RNfa ~ 1=16MT\NC, FIRI!. 

The department celebrated its first anniversary In May 187 4. In August several members 
went to DaJlas to help that department celebrate its first year. Meanwhile, businessmen had· 
cisterns constructed for a water supply to fight fires. 

'u'wo VOUN(; LAOIIS Wl!U 
■LICflD NONOU.llY MIM· 
NR.t OF THa Olf'MTM&NT 

~T. JOHN50N HOOK6.-LAD 
No. l. WA~ SOLO TO T ... E CITY 

FOR $1000ilil 

MY CAN'T THE 
CWNCIL APPOINT THE 

FIRE OHEF? 

~OUMCIL MIMBiltS WANTllD 
10 "PPOINT THI CHIIF •MD 
HIS ~il5T~NT5. 

lil tllll . Jim No■b 

After two years of effort, the debts incurred for apparatus and equipment had not been 
completely paid off, and the members of the department reluctantly sold It to the city. The 
council agreed to let the organization continue to use the equipment, but wanted to appoint 
the officers. 

. ·- · . 
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/-
FORT 'M::>RTH'S FIRST 

~ - - ~ FIRE ALARM 
- -J'w SYSTEM 

,' . ~ 

:_ t.,\ ,' . 
, , , . . .. ' ;t : 

~ , 
✓.:?.'~r,,· .!!:.~ '• 
I r ' ~· \ t_ 't ____ , < --- .. 

'' 
~ -VU.R-OLO 'FREDDIE ASKcW 
WOUL0 5UMMON 1\4£ COMl>ANV 
BV 1UNG-IN& AN OLl) i:11t• 1!mLL 
WITW WIU) A~'OON 

,J ·-, 
fl •,, 

I\ ~' 
1-1 , ___ _ 

NEWS ITEM : THE. H()()l(•L.ADDER 
CO. HAS SEVERAL f IRE 'BUCKETS 
M1551No AFTER THE LAST FIRE .. 

At first when a fire was discovered six-guns were used to alert the firemen. Soon an old farm 
bell was mounted at the shed were the company kept the hook and ladder. 

,F ; 
( . 
-· a ~: 

f , I ~,, :"", . .., ') r "-- · c--~ 
- A , : J_ •~ 

- ~ 2_,..; -~,~~~:;~:; 
WATER fOR FIR'E. FIC;ri-\TINC;r 

WAS SIJ66-aSTEO 

l'!I•" -
; 111' ,IAf 

! 

' e,-60 
' I 

f;lL1. AV£NUE.5 OF l>AYING
TH£ INOEBl'£DNESS WE'RE tx· 
PL01l£D·TO NO A\IAIL 

Many projects were launched to raise money to pay for the truck. Dances, raffles, Ice 
cream socials and parties of various types failed to bring enough. 

ffi DALLAS AlfORH£V 
wAv• FOllT WORTH A 
NIW NICKNAME ... -

l111t.EMEN A.QUI R.E 0 A 
,.~T+.U Cua MASCO"T. 
AND NAMaD ... ,M ·au .. \.~~ 

~ti.LY TM& PANTHIR UV&D 
tMW.c:AelAT1"'PIMHM.&-

Fort Worth picked up the nickname ,;Panther City," and the firemen promptly acquired a 
panther cub aa a mascot. They named him Billy, and he had his own cage at the fire hall. 
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@APTAlN e :8.~l>DOCK 'Ill~ 
INTO iOWN ~,_MEW ~~ 
o• &ROWTH UP\.O0.ti Uli(II 

-' 1>~111.1-. "FIRli. 

] 
-· 

~IH6 M. TOWN SIOWIN6 tllGrM6 
OF6'0WIN6- INTOA CITV··iiOM~ 
U!Al)U9 'IS'a6rfN TO 51l'I. TM NU1) 
~ 'lllM. ~tK.TIOM 

OU KNOWVOU 
N COUNT ON 1 

SUPPORT, 

The editor of the Democrat, Capt. 8.8. Paddock, urged the town leaders to organize a tire 
company. They agreed to the need. 

(1ADOOCK . '010 A !aLOW !IU11N 
ON C0L'D COURTkOUK St'I.PS 

Pw-• •• nolic:e given in Ille c:otumna of •"- lael n11n111Mr of •ho Demou••• wo• pr~•• Ille -•hCMIN on laal TI.IOINley notli"fl, •I p,ociNI' haff pn• Nven· 
o'clocll, ••-' uaoawena in maaa -ling, for •11epurpoaoof bocoming • mombof of 
lho fort Worth Hooa a LacldW Co. No. 1. Wo IOCMI - poailion on •he a&...-of •ho oddic:o 

. anci. although .... ··-WN • little cool. - horoic:MI' hotel - poailion, until palionc:o 
c.oallod lo be•· vittuo. Not • Mui put in an appoa,anco. SovoHI wl'IO had p,-iMd ua 
flNlhtuM, lhal • ..., ~ be ..,_, fotgot •• kfftl .... appoenlmonL. 

Dot0t111inod lo ca,r, through lo• -fut compto•ion no,y p,ojoc• whic:tl wo lallo 
in hand. - _, lo -k •o organize •ho -ting. A d11Nr111an i8 indiaponuolo 10 an, 
-••"fl. TheJ -· -.-y lo giff lho _......_ proper dignity. Wo -· 
unani.-u,c"-nchair111an.•••ooa--••midlho-t1Nofoundailonco. llul• 
difficualy, whotty -•pocloel. now Pf-•odilMff. A aocrocar, lo koop• c:a,oful record 
ot lho Pfoc:oodin9ai•oq~y indiaponNIMe, nt.o waano-10 mako aoc,ol•ry. Nol to 
be lhw•tod b' minor 00.lacloe. - flna11,. ·"°' muell rotuci-o, conaonlad lo .... 
lhi9 arca-pooilion ..... So--. waa naoclOd lo111ana90 IMflnanc:N~ lakOc:al'O 

of lt'9 funde. Thal being - kN'lo. - -mod lho roaponaiblo dulioo of ,,_Of' M 
..... Wo lhen appotnlod ---1- . -m .. of ,..,. lo dloft roooluliona. Tllo 
rNOlu•'--, -....aa.10.,. anc:ien• cu••- in -linea of •114• kind, had •treed, been 
proparod b' a lriond. Wo imn1odialoly Pfoc:oodod lo adopt lholll aa a whole. 

Wo hMo pr-od all Ille macllinery _, for a ftnl-claM Hooa 6 LacldW 
ComlNff,. Viz: a flN fool alop ~. • walking aticll wtUI • IIOOil on Ille oftd, • pint c11p 
and • wot b&analot, and•• now ready to Hlingu.iell fwoo in_, para of lho cily on lho 
at.JINt nolice. loftdln ,_ orclon. Allordonpromptl, HOCYIOCl. oilhor day or nigllL 

oala 

Paddock announced a meeting on the courthouse steps to organize a fire company. A "blue 
norther" arrived the afternoon of the meeting. The next edition of the Democrat told of the 
meeting. 

- IN!, , ... N •• ., 

On May 2, 1873, fort Worth Hook & Ladder N_o.1 was organized. The officers were: S.P .Greene, 
president; 8 .8. Paddock, secretary; and William T. Field, foreman (chief officer). A hook and 
ladder was ordered. A contest was conducted to name the company. Miss SaJly Johnson won 
and named It M.T. Johnson Hook & Ladder In honor of her father. 



Backfires A cartoon history of the Fort Worth Fire Department By Jim Noah 
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~V 5E1T\.ER5 WEE mow
LED wmt TME USUAL PROBl£MS 
OF Rfi AND USI.W.l V HAD 10 
COP£ 'BV 1WEMSEL'JE5 

\'Z'~ TU£~ A8AHOONO
EDT~ FORT LOCAL CITI· 
ZENS OCCUPIED THl BUILDIN6-S 
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(?tlllWftNT ll£51DEMTS AND 
SnucTUll£5 W£Rl M:a>MMIHD 
8V NtW IU!ilN£SS VINTUltU 

In spite of a total lack of fire protection the area continued to grow In population and 
structures. 
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lfH£ "'11.MY WAS ORDEREO 
WESTWARD ANO T~ FORT 
8£Ct\ME OVILIAN PROP£llN, 

.... A CITY SEGAW TO G,11:)W 

flRf. WJJ.S 
AA 'EVER PRESEN 
THREAT TO ALL 

The Army abandoned the fort, and civlllans quickly moved Into the existing structures, and a 
fort to";'n began to grow. Occasional fires plagued the pioneers. 
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~OVIL \AN. CALLED MOST 
OF Tl4~ A8l£BODl£t> MEN 'TO 

ARM~ 

• \ · , I 

.,· ·- --

'i:att Qll9MOU,\ ~TTl.1 Tb.IL. 
Ptt.S~'D ~IIOUG,M 'fOlff W01'.TIC 
MUHDUDS CJF'1IIOUIMl)l <$1.0Mt-• 
MOIIINCATTU........,.IIIWtilmlM 

Fort Worth men Joined the call to arms and the prosperous times faded Into four hard years of 
Civil War. After the war Texans turned to cattle, and Fort Worth took a new direction. 
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62 
I\E corner Commerce Street (200 block) and East 
Scmnd Street, City of Fort Worth Fire Station No. 1, 1907 
tMap No. 3). Designed by the important Fort Wo rth ar- · 
1 l1i1cn ural firm of Sanguine! & Staats, and built in 1907, this 
111c s1a1ion was vacated by the City in 1980. T he adept 
brickwork (as in the second -story rustication and corbel-
111g) and the general exuberance o f the design lend a 
. Iru11g visual presence to this build ing. It is situated on the 
,·dgc of Sundance Square. adjo ined by new construc tion , 
,llld is to be rehabilitated. 

63 
408 Diamond Street (HWHD), House, 1895 (Map No. 4). 
:\ h >lk l1ouse that has grown over the years. possessing 
" timeless quality. It is hard to believe that it is situated so 
, lose 10 1he center o f a m ajor c ity. T he owner. Mrs. C. L. 
1~.iyt·r. was born in the house and has lived here for 
:-,t '\'Cnly-five years. 

64 
I:wo, 1208, 1210, 1212, 1214, 1216, 1218 Dolores Street 
INH/l>Slm(NR)J, Row of seven houses, 1916 (Map 
No. 4). Tile shotgun house. a house one room w ide and 
011c or more rooms deep, is a d istincti ve fo lk-house type 
th,11 ,1ppears ll1roughout Texas. This row o f seven sho tgun 
l1rn1scs is an unusually large concentra tion , and m ay be 
d 1gihle for the National Register as an histo ric d istric t. 

65 
1404 west El Paso Street (NR*/BSHD), Bostick House, 
c moo (Map No. I). A grand residential neighborhood w as 
l'~l.il>lislled along the b luffs on either side o f Summit 
A,·1·rn1e in the late 19th and early 20th century. Most o f 
tlwsc houses have d isappeared as the area has been 
ll'<lcvcloped as a m edium- to high-density p rofessional 
1 li:-,trict. The Bostick .House is one of the last m ajor houses 
to h,we survived. It is presently vacant and poorly m ain-
1.iinc<I , and ils future appears uncertain . Following further 
1 h>n 11 nentation, 1he house may be elig ib le fo r the National 
l {1·gister. 

66 
116 Elm Street (RTHL/NR/EFHD), Allen Chapel A.M.E. 
Church, 1914 (Map No. 3). This imposing church , hand 
~>111 'ly construc ted of yellow brick and containing a 
rn unher of fine stained glass windows, has housed one 
of tile oldest b lack congregations in larrant County, dating 
1>.:1ck. 10 the 1880's. More research is needed to document 
lh<" l1is1ory of this congregation , its ro le in Fort Worth's black 
rn111rnunily, and the identity o f the architect; however. ii 
.1 111 >cars 10 be elig ib le for the Natio nal Register on its ar
c lli1ec1ural m erits alone. The A llen Chapel African 
IL·1l1odis1 Episcopal Church w as designated as a Record

<'d -rexas Historic Landmark in 1983. 

34-
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131.JB..JECT : FIRE STATION NO . 1 

IN 1873, ED ITOR B. B. PA DDOCK LED A CAMPAIGN TO CREAT E FORT WORTH'S FIR ST FIRE 
l ... . ,.(·· 11 ·r· J·1·.1(- 11° 1 ·1··r '1'111·- '0 M" N ... , l ,,O11 1~-1·r·1···1 ... ,., l\/ ·r 1c·11 ·-11·'( •• N 11( .. ( .. Kt ·,,~ 1 "I'I)' ... l., ('' ( ... 1}·11··,,..\.IV .. .. . 1.. • ·1 :, .• I , . . I I .. ~- (;) .; ... . 1--f I 1 .. 1... .. .... . ... ... ,~ ::. ::. ·, ,. , • • , .. .J .. h,:> .J .. .) .J 'T'f"11'1!./ ... H . ) .. c:. '\ ... .. ,, .. f··ll'I I • 

THE CO MPANY KEP T ITS HAND - DRAWN WAGON IN A SHED AT WEATHERFO RD AND 
THROCKMORTO N STREETS. 

FOUR YEA RS LATER, THE CITY' S FIRS T MAYOR DR. W. P. BUR TS DONATED TH E SITE OF 
THIS BUI LDI NG FOR FORT WORTH ' S ORIGINAL CITY HALL . THE MAYOR'S OFFICE AND CITY 
..JAIL WERE LO CATE D ON TH E SECOND FLOOR. THE VOL UN TEERS MOVED TH EIR WA GON TO THE 
FI RST FLOO R WHICH ALSO HOUSED A NEW SI LSBY FIRE EN GINE AND BILL, THE FIRE 
FI GHTERS ' COUGAR MASCOT. 

THE BUILDING WHERE YO U ARE STANDING REPL ACE D CITY HALL IN 1907. FR OM FIRE STAT
I ON NO. 1, THE FO RT WORTH FIRE DEPARTMENT PROTECTED THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN 
UNTIL 1980 . THIS SITE WAS IN CONTINUOUS USE AS A FIR E Sl'ATION FOR OVER A 
CENTURY. 
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By Sheldon F. Gauthier. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

The tirat official tire department in Fort Worth 

was organized in 1873, consisting or one company with a roll 

ot 30 men, and John Wilks as the chief'. It was wholly a. 

voluntary organization. Prior to this date fire fighting 

was carried on by voluntary groups or citizens. 

With .the establishing of' the of'tioial depar'bnent, 

the town furnished one hand drawh hose oart, and established 

headquarters at the ground floor ot the then city hall, at 

Second and Commerce Streets. 

At the top of' the headquarters and city hall was 

a bell, which was wrung for giving a fire alarm. The party 

who reported the fire, also, pulled the rope to ring the 

bell. When this alarm was sounded, shoating of guns, by the 

citizens, supplemented the bell's alarm. This shooting 

was done to arouse all citizens, calling them to the fire 

and to render aid if needed. 

In addition to being the town'• fire defense, the 

first official department was one of the town's social 

organizations. !hey held many of the tarm's leading social 

event•• The authorized membership was 30, but a waiting list 

1.8225 

1 ' 
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ot applicants always existed. It was an honor bestowed on 

a citizen when taken into the department. 

AB the tQ'ill grew, additional companies, ot 30 

members, was organized. 

'· In the middle 80 '• sane horses were secured to 

draw the equipment to fires, and here the horses were used, 

a man was hired to care tor and drive the team. 

The organization was changed to a paid department 

December 1st, 1893, with John Cella as the chief. Now, 

horses were used at all stations, and steam pumps were 

placed in use. 

A start was made to motorize the department in 

1909, and was canpleted in 1919. 

At the present ti:im(l938) the department consisted 

of 24 oompanies and 21 stations, employing 271 men. The 

present chief is s. Fergusson, who has been chief' since 

1919, and started his career with the department 50 years 

ago. The depar'bn.ent represents an investment ot $1,350,000, 

including grounds, buildings and equipnent. 

The present headquarters is located at 705 Texas 

Street, all4 p~ilt in 1930. It is a three story brick faced 
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oonorete and steel structure, designed by Wyatt c. Hedrick. 

The architecture is modern utilitarian. The headquarters 

covers ½ blook ot ground• extending Southward f'ran Texas 

Street • 

.. 

I ' 



J .. L 
'"'¾'/, / \ ,THE s·rATE 
I I \-../ 
' ·, \ ,°1.., COUNTY OF 

vu 

OF •rEXAS 

TARRANT 

§ 

§ 
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRl~SENTS: 

THAT the City of Fort Worth, Granter, a municipal corporation 

of Tarrant County Texas, acting by and through Woodie Woods, its 

duly authorized Mayor, for and in consideratior. of One Hundred 

Eleven Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($111,000.00) and other good and 

valuable consideration paid to it by City Center Development 

Company, hereinafter called Grantee, a Texas corporation of Tarrant 

County, Texas, the r ~ceipt and sufficiency of which is hereby 

acknowledged, has granted, sold and conveyed, and by these presents 

does GRANT, SELL, and CONVEY unto the s.:ii d Grantee, its successors 

and assigns, all those certain lots, tr~cts or parcels of land lying 

in the County of Tarrant and State of Texas, and being described as 

follows: 

Lot 8, Block 2S, Original Town of Fort Worth Addition. 

Save and except the following restriction s : 

By acceptance of title to this p roperty Grantee, its successo r s and 
assigns, covenant and agree that th e structural soundness and cur
rent exterior of the fire statio n building presently existing on 
said property will be restored and maintained so as to preserve the 
historical and architectural character of the building as iL was 
constructed. Grante e also covenan ts tha t the buil d ing will be 
utilizPd in the future in a manner consistent wi i:.h the revitaliza
tion of the downtown area of Fort Worth, in a manner serving Fort 
Worth's citizens and guests, and in a manner highli ghting and bene
fiting the economic, civic, and cul tura l aspe cts of the City of 
Fort Worth . Specifica lly, Grantee, its successors and assig ns, 
covenant and agr e e that the groun d floor o f sa i d b u i lding will be 
forever d edicated to the publ ic, a nd open to use by the public , a s 
a multi-media interpretive center and vis itors' c e nt e r o r similar 
uses, fr ee of any rentals, assessments or charges. These covenant s 
and res tric tions on the use of the p r o.,erty shall run wi th the land 
and be bind i r,g on Gran::ee, its successo r s and assigns f o rever, o r 
untii this covenant i s relea s ed or aband on e d in wr iting b y the City 
of F0rt Worth. The City reserves the right to take appropriate 
action, in c luding but not limited to, the seeking of an injunction 
or the denia l of a bui l d ing permit or certificate of occ·.ipancy , in 
order to bind Grantee, its successors a nd as signs , to the pro vi 
sions of this coven.:int. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the above d escri b e d premis e s t og e the r wi t h , 

all and singular, the rights and appurtenances thereto in anywi ::.e 

belong ing u n to sai d Gra n tee , its suc c essor s anct a s si g ns f o r e v e r . 



And the City of Fort Worth does hereby bind itself, its successors 

and assigns to warrant and forever defend, all and singular, the 

said premises unto the said Grantee, its successors and assigns 

against every person whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the 

same or any part thereof, by, through, or under Grantor only, 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this instrument is -.1xecuted at Fort Worth, 

Texas, on this the 

THE STAT£ OF TEXAS 

COUNT.¥ OF TARRANT 

l 

§ 

§ 

day of / 19 .-✓ 1 • 

THE CITY OF FORT WORT!! 

BEFORE ME, the undersignecl authority, on this day personally 

appear ed Woodie w. Woods, known to me to be the person and officer 

whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and 

acknowledged to me that he executed the same as the act and deed of 

the Cit y o C Fort Worth, a municipal corporation of Tarrant County, 

Texas, and as the Mayor thereof, f or the purposes and consideration 

therein expressed and in the capacity therein stated . 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE, this . .J.{c day of 

i ,...-1, ' " 
1---J; {LL: .,__. / 1,.,~ 

Notary Public in andfor 
T-a--rrant Co11.-..tcy , Texas 

K.I\REN PH:· : ·'..l:)' i'u blic 

~ .Co:::i:;_!...,,., _ .... _ ... _ . .,.t.. J .-·\u~:..:\ll 8, 19841 
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f~i'.State of Texas,: 

Tan-a nt County.: This agreerrent this day nade ani entered in to 

· by and between t he City of Fort ~Vor-th , Tarrant Count y, Texa s, rar ty 

o'f the first part, arrl Smith & Bardon, a firm of contractors c om

posed of Dave Smith and John Bardon, of Tarrant County, Texas, 
I 
tl0 . 

~ partjj'of the second part, W I T N E S S E '!1 H:-

Whereas tre party of the first part, has h eretofore adv ertised 

for bids for th e erection of a public ha]] building in tl1e City 

~ +~ or t4Vor-th-upon · w11fft ·-±s-m-w-Jmo,m---as-the City Ha~pr oper tu',, 
.;/frbt.,~ /~1'~ ~ ~~~ V-/.2..rs-~c'Z«-- ~rAL.Cf»l1.fl't" 1 

:adJ oining Hyde Park in said City ofFort Wort~ in a c~ ame 

,~ with certain plans, specificat:ims and drawi~s for the sa:re pr e-

--.-~red by A~ .-N~ ·-Dawsori~ ~ rehi~w ·ct-;-:=-·a~ -· - ·: -- --

Whereas,said ' pa~~ --~ f' the f'i rst parl. after considering a]] t h e 

____ -_·bi_ds filed in answer to said advertisement, the said rarty of the 

second part was found to be the lowest and be st bidder for the 

:. ,erect ion of said City Hall bui] ding; and 

day of March, 1892, 

.,. . .,, ,,/' - -1-

...... ..,.._ ' ,. 
- --·- ----·-

.. 'k. 



and drawings are hereto annexed and made a part oft his agreement. 
# w,~u1,,d d'V< 

Said party of the s econd part hereby ob1iga tes ani birrlt it,s~lf 

at their own cost arrl expense to furnish a]] and ev ~y ki nd~of 

material, toge ther with al] cartage, drayag;e, tools, labor, arrl 

in fact ev erytling necessary for the due arrl prcper and conp]ete 
{ri,t~/-

ere ction arrl construction of said City Han building, in"accordance 

with said p]ans, specifications arrl drawings. 
~ - ~ -

The said pa~:Sof the ~ part further agree, and bindtt 
7/;l+l(.1.,dv!,d 

iit,~9]f to finish and comp] ete said City Hall building in a g ood, 
tt-r--':-c-------

~ bun d and workrranlike manner, to the conpl ete satisfaction of the 

Fub1ic Building Corrmittee of the City Counci] of said Cit y of 

__!~rt_Worth and the Architect or Superintenient that rray be appoint

~n 'b:y-the pirt'y of t-J:~ 'f :irst ,partt to superi ntend:- the ;construction 

~ 
. . -::~'· nd th-e pirl,~o f tbe second pa rl, f urlhe r agrees -a.rrl bind, :i:t~e] f' 

,lfe conplete and finish the work of erecting, constructirg arrl 

buflding said City Hall buildirg in acccrdance with said p]ans, 

* c-if icatim s a,rrl drmv:ings-;- ·· i~nc]~mi 1E all alterations and additiom 
' .. 

· ._ , __ :~ me;y~-=ba· h'S-reaf~t -a- agreed upon by the :pa·rt,ies :herew on or bef-

: / ·.~ .. :··~.~ ~titi~~ ~:A.ir-~ ,-v~· ' •(l~ P - .j, .. , .. 
; ..,; '·'r.:,>:~. ·,_ / . - - ,- ·~ /_ ~=-, ''.: . -7 ,= 

: :_, .i'.);~· ·; •. lbiP.-·:)~ 1; -~- _Bf ¥ ~a.fly- :a~~ d_ a~ :unde.~stood ~hat.,s~id ,City . Hall 

. ~ ,~, ~1f?~tfi1,~~:'" i:~ ?:1-i': ~~~:;~ i m,-~ ,, folr . -ime '-'-~ -te / ·oce ti~,ri,,..::~~ us &-·b V -t re 
"·. ~✓ •,)1 I •o ~ -r:,•• ;.,~ .., ..-, .• "'' 't- t •~ •J ,., .., • •t11- ,'t}(."' 1..-, ,tl \,' • • . ... 
. • -! ........ ~ ....... , ... . , L 

,:·:_.:-~ ,~~-~~-1> :f' ttJ1e :f ir.s_t !pam,1:after its o~l etio_n, ·· ~l!d,r~~ h ~his unde~ 
• •• f" -... ~ '" ~ ' • . 

-~i-1<._'.,.._!· ii-~ ..; ~· 1 

•• ·:;~: -, 0/,.~~~nl-itg·'the ~of ·tm seoond;-pa-~ hereby a.g,eet ,;that in the 
., 

' ...,_ ,. ~,... .. 
~ -· --'-- ---\... ... ~~ 



-d ] . · - te d , h ' , t t . d ~ d per o.y as 1qmac1_ na nages ere'.:·n:YN ascer ame am a gree 

upon for eac h and every da y said Ci~3;r.'Ha1] bui]ding rerrains un

finishGd and uncomp]eted, accordi rg to the t e rm, hereof, after tre 

said~ day of ~~ 1~ .3 
And the said parl~of the second part further obligat~ a.nd 

bind, ~o ho] d safe and harmless said party <:>f tre first part, 

from any damages or actions in court aris irg agairet said party of 

the first part by reason of the neg1igence or defau]t on th3 part 
. seco rrl 

of the partY<tof t1B1iiim:. part, and furth r r agree•to pay as Jiqui-

date'd aamages any sum or s r ms of money thl t nay be final] y awarded 

against the party of the f :irst part by any c curt of cor?l)etent juris. 

diction, when said judgment is p reddcated or obtai rBd upon any act 
. 

o'f~riegligence or defal;.llt ·on the part of tre pa~of tre second 

part,, provided said par~of the second part., sha]] have due arrl 

~ notice of sixh c]a:im or ·suit or druncges -in t 'ime to perroit 

...A."'1',0 come in arrl defe rrl the sanB • 
part 

:..: And the said pa rt y of the first..\ for arrl lin c onside rat ion of 
! 

_ thii3 '"1f ore going obl igat im 8 ei ._..,_ ,.,..,.,. ,l)f the part'{" of the sec end 

phi-1;,!' agrees am l)~nd ~ ~t ·s.s}f ' tb ·-pa.y to sa'id pa.rt.fJof t!le sec orrl 

~~~e:~~ ,~lj~¥1,r(1~~~#4:~ 
~ :; - dd-~]a:~j ·'a,t foi 1ows: ~- ;Paynents ·to be made 

. ' '~~?:~'- ~Iit ::·· :. · V . : _,-, installmerts •-upon ·t ~~~~~~ ' estimte's of 

J ,,; f.i',e-'A:'?°ehitec~ ~r · Stipe rlhte tritnt Of Sil.id City Hall' buil d:li!g of the 
;..,~ .. . , ·, 

~ount AoYpro rata of the entire wtirkdcne 0~ perforine"a ·atthe 

time 1 said estimates are . nade • ·a.m_ it is ~~xpress 1y understood that 

sdd-estimates sl:E.]J M airo~~i;_~!t~ per c-eril.. trereof 

~te d t rerefr on at the first · mret i ~ of t re City Council of the 
f 

••-. 

said City ,of Fort Worth after each estimate ls made; and it is fur-

~:, -~; ·-:there agreed and understood tmt saia.J'7~;:- per cent .• deducted 
. . . . ' ' . ' . -3- . : . , ' 

.: 



from each estimate as aforesaid shaJ J not b e paid unt i1 tl"B e nt ire 

City Ha] l bui]ding be erect ed and accepted under the t e :ms of 

this ap: r Pement, lJut tln t the same s ln ]1 be pa id upon the f :ina] 
~ ) 

acceptam e of sai6_ buiJding by the part y of t he first part., an-Ci 

the party of the first part furthe r ag-ees and bin~ itse] f' in the 

event the pa:yme11ts of said estimates are not mxde as here inbefore 

stipulated, to pay to said part¥1of the seconi parl, six per cent. 

( 6%) pe r annum :in te1"8 st on said est. irra tes for t re time the same 

shal J ranain due and unpaid, as ] iquidated danag3s here now ascer-
-·--- ·----- ---

tai ned and._agre.ed·- upon-. 

It is hereby mutm]ly agreed and understood that a:ey cra11--'s8s • 

that may be desired in trn said City Ha]] buildirg sha]] be done or 
· ":~ ~ ~-:. - - ,,__ - - ·- - ~,. . 

made on]y upon the written agreenent of the par4ies hereto. 

It is ftirther mutually agreed and understood that saidx City 

Hal] bui] ding shall be , and remain at the risk of t re part~o ft he 

second :r:art 1L'l'J.til its final corrJ)]etionandacceptance by the party 
. 

of the first :r:arli, and that said partfl)of the secorrl part sha ]] 
. 

bear any loss occasiored by weather, fire or other causes, and make 
. d-- ~ 

the sa~~~ta.t tre. _ir ovn, expeme·. d,ut/~/~.-, .. --',. · · '_ . 
(, fi/.-_ .IL.,J# ~ /- .~-',, __... ./_ t:£J,;/ ~ ~ . . . ~ u.,<. .L.;J ~ hL--(-

·: #!t. •- ~ ~~~h~~~44_fu..2t.AJ .,_at;, ~~ 
~ __ -~ . ,.~ ··s-'00:it,.;ner_mtual_ly_ agreed. and-~ffl?-derstoo.1; that sait\£~~or ~ -
~ ....r.t. ~ ,y .. .. . ~ 

.. · J')f ~e-iloril. P.U.t.7 shall pl'OJIPPY pi.y fo"r all J118.te,;'.a;1-·a.Jll1 l _at.or )!Sed \ 

.· cio.:~ Jl~ 8 -;9¼,~:{1:n ol sa_•- icf C1ty Hall ~ . d-~~.-1n\~e to;p~ ~t t 
f ( ' • l • ~~. .. .,. ~ ..! 
t!l · i 'n·~-ig--6f;,l ieris ,·fo; ;--~~~ and to~urni.·~·h,~~~ h,ri. t dthfs -- ef fee~ 1 . ~ 

if called upcn to do so .by the party of the first pirt. 

It is furtrer mutually agreed and understood that any charge 
or de ta il s · _ · ... .... 

. -?de at any time in the t e:un s/\of this contract or the work there-
.... . 

un&3r sha]l not, operate to relieye or disehruge the liability of 
. 

any bondsmen or surety of tre parl#dof the second part, for fai]ure 

-4-

;,._ ' . 
_..__.__,... ... ..,,._._..~.. ~--~--~----

' i. 
i 



, 

upon t,he part, of t he partJ,pof' t re second part to pe rf onn its part 

of t 11i s co ntr act • 

It is furth er mutuaJ ly understood and agreed that no certif icat e 

given or payment made under t his contract exc~t the f ina] ce t i fi

ca. te or final pa:;mert sm 11 be ro :rolusive of the perfonna:roe of 

this contract wml ly or in part against any cla.:im of the party of 

the first, part, and no payment sm]] be construed as an acceptance 

of de fe ctive work. 

It is furth er mutm.]]y understood and agreed trnt in the eve nt 

any dis Jl.l te sha]] arise c oncerning the erect im and construct ion 

of the v.ork c ontemp] ated in this contract or the na teria] to be 

furnished under the same, the decision of tre Supre:intro.dent or 
.... ~ ' 

"") ' Architect in cha:rge under this contract shall be final arrl con-
~- j 

,, elusive, 

b- · It is furl,teT agreed and understood that time is naterial herein 

' and of t he essence of this CD ntract. 

Witness our hands this 3 tJ dey of . t;/)(/«,,/C-0 1892. 

/Lt!?/:Yi~~ ~ · 
tf.7y)?pL;;zL a/ 

=et._-~~~ 
:,61tJ)~7 ~·. 

~ ' 
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Government 
By Sheldon F. Gauthier. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

The tiret official tire department in Fort Worth 

was organized in 1873, consiating or one company with a roll 

ot 30 men, and John Wilks as the ohief'. It was wholly a 

voluntary organization. Prior to thill date ·rire fighting 

was carried on by voluntary groupe or citizen,. 

With _the establishing ot the ottioial department, 

the tarm furnished one hand drawh hoee oart, and established 

headquarters at th!, ground floor ot the then city hall, at 

Seoond and Cmmeroe Streets. 

At the top ot the headquarters and city hall was 

a bell, whioh waa wrung for giving a f'ire alarm. The party 

who reported the f'ire, also, pulled the rope to ring the 

be 11 • lihen this alt.rm was aounded, shooting ot guns, by the 

citizen■, aupplem.ented the bell's alarm. Thie shooting 

was done to arouse all citi&ena, calling them to the fire 

and to render aid if' needed. 

In addition to being the town•• fire defense, the 

first otf'icial department was one of the town'• aooial 

orgtni1at1ona. 'faey held many or the tOfi'n'a leading aocial 

event•• The authorized membership was 30, but a waiting list 

1.8225 
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Qf applicants always existed. It was an honor bestowed on 

a citizen when taken into the department. 

J.a the tam gNnl', additional companies, of SO 

members, waa organized. 

In the middle 80'• acme horses were secured to 

draw the equipment to fires, and here the horses were used, 

a man was hired to care tor and drive the team. 

The organization waa changed to a paid department 

Decanber lat, 1893, with John Cella aa the chief. NOii', 

horae1 were uaed at all atationa, and steam pumpa were 

placed in uae. 

A atart was made to motorize the department in 

19091 and waa ccmpleted in 1919. 

At the present tiimt(l938) the depar~nt consisted 

ot 24 companies and 21 stations, employing 271 men. The 

present chief is s. Fergusson, who has teen chief since 

1919, and atarted hi ■ career with the department 60 years 

ago. The department represent• an investment of 11,360,000, 

including grOUDda, building• and equipnent. 

The present headquarter• is located at 706 Texas 

Street, and built in 1930. It i ■ a three story brick faced 

I ) 

) 
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oonorete and ■teel structure, de ■ igned by Wyatt c. Hedrick. 

The arohltecture ii modern utilitarian. The headquarter■ 

cover• ½ blook ot ground, extending Southward tran Texas 

Street • 
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C.L. Br-eakfielc 
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C.C. Cudl':! 
Joe Herman 
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G.T. S cruggs apptd. sut 

8th Ward Stat i on opened - 160 1 Lipscomb st. 
Appoi n ted: 

Wm. Blue #5 sta. hoseman 
C.C. Cadle reg. #5 sta. hosemar 
Claude Ligon v ac rel 
F. A. As k ew reg #1 st2 

•:-=.1pt3:n L . F: . F'a :'. to n to Engineer #8 sta 
John Adams #3 to Lie~tenant #1 sta. 
S.T. Walker to Captain# 1 sta. 

T r- ..:1n -5ferec~ 
Captain Massingale to new #8 sta. 

Seagraves Cc. Wagon unloaded from T&P Depot. New Wagon place~ 
:n service with old #3 Engine in New Station in 8th Ward. 

Bought of Jas. F. Moore - 50 X 100 on 16th & Calhoun for #3 
c-ire Hall ...•••. 6:~ intrest ........ $4500.00 

Joe Herman apptd reliefman 

C.L. Brakefield apptd sub 

J oe Ch~illa apptd sub 

S u b Geo. Florence regular at #3 sta 

S u b C.L. Breakfield reg #3 sta. dri v e~ 
T. M. Hiet apptd sub 
• The best I can figure the 
fu. ll --d 3_, ,-cff beginning Aug. 
o ff in ten. but seldom did 

Sub Jee Chuilla resigne~ 

W.E. Greer apptd. sub 

dept started giving each member a 
13, 1°06. The·; averaged one da '., · 

1 t fal 1 on the tenth da'/• jdn _) 

v ac reliefman C.L. Ligon app~d regular #4 s~a 

Dept order by phone to each Co. Members of Dept must not take 
l onger than one hour for meals. 



FORT l.-.JDRTH FIRE DEF·AF.:TMEN T ' 

AUGUST 19C,6 

- -====- ============ ========- === =========== ==========================- ----- ---
c.:;u g ust 4, 19C•6 - St.=,, t ion No . 8 1 n s E:cr ·nc: e 2. t noon - 16 0 1 L i pscomb ·st. 

Cap t:,t i n 
~ ngineer 
D;- 1 v e~-

c, i ~eman 
C:> l p 2:11-3.n 

v 
F r- 2. nk M.=1..ss 1n q=1.l e 
L. F: , F' .3. :< +: on 
J . C. Bu c h .2. na.r. 
H. E . 9 ell 
J n a • f r e ',,e n b u h 1 
.J.M .. Sh e a 

$ 7 0 . 0(; 
$7(l , {)(l to $75. () () 

$55 .00 ~a $60 .00 
$50. 00 to ~ 60 .00 
$55. i)() to $ 60 . 0(' 
-~4 '.S. 00 
$4 S . 0(· 

/ ·==1pt. Mass 1ngale t rc:,r!S . +rom 2.er 1 a l t r L1ck c c, . #1. 
✓ ~n g . Pa Yton pr o mot ed fro m Capta in of En g. Co. #! 

~ri v er Buc h anan or o moted from Hose & Ladder Co. #4 
Dri ver H.E. Be l l promoted from Engine Co. #S 
~ri ver Kre y enbuhl pr o moted fr om Engine Co. # 3 
~v t. J .M. Shea a p p o in t ed fro m s u~ 
Pv t. G.B. Freeman appointed f ro m sub 
A n ew Seagra ves Hose Wagon wa s delivered at t he T & P depot and p u t 1~ 

ser v :ce t h e same da y . Th e old Engine of #3 station was replaced b y a 
n ew o ne .J u.ne 
::ngine #8. 

1906 and rep a ired before being placed in ser v ice as 

Con tract let to Segra ves Mfg. Co. for #8 hose Wagon on Sept. B, 1°06 
fo r $895.00 . 
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SEF"TEMBEF.: 19CJ16 

5.B. Freeman #8 sta. transf to #4 sta ( in sept) 
No. 3 Wagon out of service to MOVE and Repair s~at1or 
Ed Brandt #4 resigned 
J.G. Autre y apptd. sub 

Frank Herman apptd sub 

Sub Frank Herman apptd v ac re! 
Sub W.E. Greer res i gned 
Contract let to Seagraves Mfg. Co. for #8 Hose Wagon. 
F•rice $895.00 . 
Contract for 2000 ft. Eureaka Fire Hose 

No. 3 Hose Wagon in shop for repairs & Pain~ 

John Adams #1 sta promoted to Captain #4 sta 
Harry Blue apptd sub 
R.H. Hodges apptd sub 

Reliefman Joe Herman resigned 
Sub R.H. Hodges apptd vac rel 

Vac reliefman R.H. Hodges resigned 

J.E. Jarvis reapptd #8 stoker 
Sub J.G. Autrey resigned 



FOF..: f WUR rH F-- I RE 

OCTOBER 

- - --- ----- - ----------------------- ---- - ---=============== ~=================== 

18 

24 

26 

J.F: . (Boog ) Green apptd hoseman #6 
J.S. Williams apptd sub 

L.E. Casey #2 ladderman resigned 

D. Beidler appointed 

Wm. Barclay apptd sub 

EYpence to New # 7 st a . 
Ex pence t o New #8 sta. 

Sub Harry Blue resigned 

$48.:21 
~256.90 

Louis Frowin (alias Voight) apptd regular ~7 sta 
F.M. Gaines apptd #9 chemical cc. 

vac reliefman Frank Herman resigned 

No. 3 Wagon in service 

No. 1 Wagon & Chiefs Buggy in shop for paint & repairs 

No. 3 Co. out 1:30 p.m. to wet 9 cars of Cotten for MK&T RR. 
Cotton having ben e x posed to fire 

Sub J.M. Shea resigned 



1 -, 

FORT WO R TH FIRE 

NOVEMBER 19C>6 

P a y-roll $ 3148 .-:-o 

Wm. Bl u e #5 s ta r esig n e d 

J .P. Fa.r i s apptd 

Dewe y bac k in ser v ice 
P at fel l at 13th~ Ma in - sl i ght in j ur y - caused b y short 
tu r n to a v oid acc i den t wi th Street ca~ 

Sub J .S. Wi ll i ams res i gned 

An g ~s Ev a n s a pptd Dri ver Engine #8 
Paid - $860 . 0 0 New Seagrav es Hose Wagon# 8 (see aug 4, ' 06 ) 



..,. 

../g 

17 

.:::::ci 

F ORT t,,,.JOF.:: TH FI F.::E l."")EF·A F .::1- M E N -r 

DECEMBEF~ 19C>6 

F'a.y r o l l . • $ 3228 . 5 ( ' 

Not e: to S. A. Tomlinso n f o r 7 th war d s tat ion - Pai d S 4 3 8 1 .0S 

L . Sinclair apptd. reg #6 sta 

# 1 Wagon out of paint shop 

New Team hor s es bought from Cook & Simmons 
1 Sor r-e 11 ( Bob A. ) for $ 212. 5 0 
! Gra y ( Jake i fer $21 2 .50 

No. ~ truc k out ser v i c e fr o 1 t o 3 p.m. t o hau l s l i ding pa l ~ 
to# 7 station 

S.A. Tomlinson paid $425.00 e x pense to new Sta #7 
Eitelman ~ Sons note f or $450 0.00 on 3rd ward st a 

Across the board $5. 0 0 monthl y raise for all men e xc ept Ch ief 
and Asst. Chief. Evidently sta. #9 opened about the 2 0 th. 
(Chem. Engine the 2nd chem. engine - j dn ) 



*** F ORT 

/ # 1 En gi r,e-- l•Jagon 
F .. A.. Aske~""> 
.Jn o . Bl a.c f 
J no. Flint 
Capt. l.Jal ker
Tom Lopp 
B. F. Cannon 
i·: 1 ng Sh eets 
,:; . c. Gordon 
0 . C . Dunwood ·.1 
!... . • Stclair 
G . J . Gar-don 
~1 • M. H·:::iwel l 

#3 Engi n e-vJagon 
Geo. Allen 
C. L . Brea kfield 
'::i eo. Florence 
L. 8. Head 
Capt. W. Ki nkle 
,Jno. D. Par-rish 
J ess Ferguson 

Hose Co. #6 
G. Freeman 
Capt. Peninger 
Thos. Gorman 
C. Ligon 
Capt. Ad.ams 
J . ~:. Green 
Th ,:is. Crewel l 
F· au 1 G i 1 vi n 
Capt. Hill 

Ch em. E n g. No. 9 
Capt . Adams 
F. F. Hi 11 
J .M. L y 1 es 
Capt. Pen inger 
J n o . Flint 
F.M. Gaines 

.an c:t 

------- Aer i al Truc!
J .E. Jar- v is 
Ed. C. Ll □ ·/d 

Mast !,,Jest 
t.Jm. Blue 
,J. Whittenburg 
J. Vaughn 
J.G. Garrett 
Capt. Bishop 

Hose Co. ~4 - Truck 
A. Evans 
Capt. Hov,el 1 
J.S. Sallis 
F.C. Drew 
C.M. Ferguson 
W.L. Barber 
E.G. Blakel y 

Hose Co. #7 
:tH.E. Bell 
*Capt. Massingale 
Jno. Bl ac: k 
L. Voight 
Wm. Barclay 

Relief men 
W. Bar-clay 
F.M. Gaines 
L. Voight 
J. Green 
D.L. Pr-ice 

App .a.r a. t Lt-s 

Hose Co . #2 
Jno. O'Donnell 
A . Br-owr; 
~~: . H. Sheets 
M.M. Lusby 
J.E. Jar-vis 
G.M. West 

Hose Co. #5 
Capt. M.A. Jamison 
L.E. Ferguson 
Les Wells 
C.C. Cadle 
J.P. Far-is 

#8 Engine Co. - Wagon 
J. Kreyenuhl 
J.C. Buchanan 
L.R. Paxton 
H. E. Bel 1 
Capt. Massingale 
D. Biedler 



t- UR T WU F:;: T H t- I F: t::::.. 

JANLJRARV 1c::;,c,7 

Payrol l $ 3400 .20 
===========·================================================-=-----=---====~== 

1 

0 

10 
✓ 

✓ 1 C' .. ._; 

/ 16 

21 

Paul Gil vi n apptd dr iver Hose Wagon #8 
Sub Wm. Barclay apptd reg #7 sta 
J ess Ferguson apptd reg #3 sta hoseman 
W. Sowell reapptd sub 

Captain F. Massingale #8 sta transf to #7 sta 
Travi s F. Hill promoted to Captain #8 engine 
J.G . Garrett reapptd reg #2 s ta 
Q.C. Dunwo od y reapptd (see 7 / 22 / 05) #7 sta ~ 

75 ft. Aerial Truck placed 1n ser at Central Sta. 
Gip J. Gordon apptd driver Aerial Truck #1 

No. 1 Engine out to clean boiler flues 

Geo. W. Faris apptd Tillerman Aerial Truck # 1 

F.A. Askew #1 sta resigned 

Paid $106.25 to furn~ D. Good store - e x pense new sta #~ 



*** 

/ 1 

0 

15 

19 

::o 

26 

FORT WOf--.: rH f- I RE ut::::.r·i--lk , ,~11:::.., ..... 1 

FEBRUARY 19C>7 

Payro ll . . S 3898.39 

Capt J .M. Howell #4 reduced to ranks at his request. reg # 1 
J .L. Whittenburg promoted to Ca pt. #6 sta 

J . V. Borders apptd reg #2 sta ladderman 

#6 wagon to #3 sta - to get horses legs clipped 

Whitt e n burg & Black detailed for special duty at Majestic b y 
::wder Ct-1ief 

Had the following per. supeanoed grand Jury to investigate 
fires at 1st Ward School: G.W. Everidge, Dave Moon, Jnc. 
Bruger, C. Jennings, Lloyd Jordon, H. Thomas 

B.H. Cassidy, apptd Ladderman Central 
F.M. Gaines resigned 

F.M. Gaines - Co #9 indef. susp. from duty for refusing to 
apologize to citizen whom he had offended while drinking. 

Wm. Barclay #7 sta resigned 

#1 Engine - By order of Mayor W.D. Harris over phone, to tak~ 
#1 engine to Van Zandt-Moore Iron Works, to dismantle and take 
Meade shaft, for service. In service Mch. 9 8:20 p.m. 



*** 

MARCH 

DATE da ,,,- / i•Jee k Fa.yr-el l .• $ 4011.i S 
=-=- =========================================-=============-------------=--=-

4 

L ...., 

8 

;::, 

18 

21 

28 

E.C. Ll o yd# 2 sta resigned 
O.L. Pr-ice fined $15. 00 

J err- y (bay horse) 7 y r- old purchased from R.R. Darrah for 
$235. 0 0 - on Hose Wagon #3 

Sub W. Sowell aptpd reg #7 hoseman 

O.W. McCa i n apptd sub 

John Kamp apptd sub 

#8 Engine - changed Boliver for Grey Horse #7 
R.R. Mimms apptd sub 

Thos. Greer apptd sub 

E.G. Blakley #6 sta resigned <could be #4 - Jdn) 
Sub O.W. McCain apptd reg #6 sta 

W.H. Sheen apptd sub 



*** FORT WORTH FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Tc:>ta.1 
March 21, 1906 to Mar. 21, 1G0 7 

( taken from pg. 58 of e x pense ledger - J dn ) 

F'ay rol l 
E:< pense 
A/ C New Stations 
F.A. E:<pense 
F:epai rs 
Horse Shoeing 
le~•; St at ion #8 

New Station #7 

$37,479.57 
7,395.83 
3,557.53 - 3,838.30 
1,255.6° 

537.45 
361.70 

13,789.10 
6,898.59 

Station #3 repairs 6,497.51 
Horse Feed 2,500.00 
Credit from Police Dept. 274.05 

net balance ••..••• 2,225.95 

TOTAL EXPENSE $76.441.39 

✓ Sta •1 total cost set at $12,000.00 

*** 



*** 

AF·R IL 

DATE d.::tY / 1•1ee k Pavroll $ 4 007. 55 
==========================================================================-=== 

i 
'-

4 

✓ 6 

9 

10 

14 

(believe Commissioners t yp e go v ernment stated this month 
4 commissioners - jdn ) 
W.B. Townsend reapptd #5 sta (i n april ) 
W.L. Barber resigned (#6 sta. ? ) 

Sub R.R. Mimms apptd reg #2 ladderman 
Sub W.H. Skeen reg #2 hoseman 
#8 Wagon - Out 3:30 p.m. to call for assistance from MK & T 
Ry. Ca. wrec k burning 4 mi les south o f City . #8 EGgine ditto 
Or der of Ma y or 

J .E. Jar v is Stoker Eng. #8 resigned 

R.R. Mimms #2 sta resigned 
Sub John Kamp apptd reg #5 sta 
#6 wagon Out 4 p.m. to 4:40 to work new team 

Out 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. - #1 truck. Ta arrange street sign for 
W.C. Stripling 

J.P. Faris resinged - also K.H. Sheets 
Ed Brandt reappted reg #2 sta 
Sub T. Greer reg #5 sta 

T.E. Reynolds apptd sub 

P.L. Hagler apptd sub 

P.J. Kncwl apptd #3 Hose wagon 



*** 

MAY 19C>7 

Pay roll .. $ 3980.9S 
====== --=====================================---------======----------------=-

0 

- ,c::: 

C.C . Cadle #5 sta resinged 

#7 wagon out of ser 1 hr. 40 min. to fill tank for Ft. Worth 
Mach. & Foundr y Co. 

J.S. Dav is apptd sub 
Sub T.E. Re y nolds apptd reg #2 hoseman 

C.F. Smit h app t d s u b 



FORT WUR T H ~IRi::::: 

JUNE 

!)A TE d a ·/ / v-J ee k P a y r o ll .. $ 3997.05 
------------ ----------------------------------------------------------------

1 

7 

1') 

1 1 

15 

17 

20 

21 

,.....,. 
....:. -..:• 

Ed Brandt #2 sta resigned 
W.H. Skeen #2 resigned 
U.S. Wells #5 transf #2 ladderman 

Q.C. Dunwood y of Co. #1 suspended 5 days for drinking on dut y 

J.E. (Fireblood) Thompson apptd sub 

75 ft . a erial tr u c k placed in ser v ice at Central Station 

J.V. Borders #2 sta resigned 
Unloaded new truck - #4 wagon out of shop 

G. M. West #2 driver resigned 

Geo. H. Allen #3 sta to 12 sta 
T. E. Reynolds #2 resigned 

Jno. O'Donnell promoted to Capt. Hase Co. #2 

Travis Crafton apptd #7 hoseman 
Sub C.F. Smith apptd reg #2 haseman 
Sub J.E. (Fireblood) Thompson apptd reg. #2 hoseman 

Geo. Baldridge apptd sub 



*** FORT WORTH ~IRE DEPAR T M~N 

!JATE day/ ~•iee k 

4 

c:: 

12 

16 

19 

20 

22 

25 

30 

JULY 19C>7 

Payroll .. S 4007.68 

H. Roberts apptd sub 
F'aid to Am La.France F.E. Co. for equipment "A" truc k $5600.00 

#1 Engine - Out 8:30 to 11:10 a.m to wash boiler 

G. Montgomery apptd sub 
J.G. Garrett #2 sta. resigned 

1 C: 
I..J • ,._J. Sollis resigned #2 dri v er (aerial) 

5. Montgomer y , sub apptd regular #6 sta 

J.C. Robinson apptd 

Q.C. Dunwoody resinged 

Wm. Bentl y apptd sub 

Sub H. Roberts resigned 

Louis Frowin resigned #7 sta 

Tobe Merrifield apptd sub 

R.L. Robinson apptd 

George C. (blk horse> purchased Geo. W. Carter S275.00 -#4 
hose wagon 

#4 Wagon out To wet new street by requist of Mayor W.D. 
Ha.rris 



*** 

28 

FORT WLJH T •-i F .I:RE 

f-~ LJ G LJ :=; T 

Sub Wm. Bently apptd reg *7 sta (i n aug ) 
Paid .. To Sanguinet & Sons for #1 staticn ..• 5286.87 

No. 2 Wagon to lay line from river to head of Houston St. fa~ 
street sprinkling. 
No. 7 Wagon to sta 9 for lockers 
No. 8 Engine ditto 



FORT WORTH FIRE DEPARTMENT 

SEF"TEMBER 

:)ATE day / "'1e e k F' ay r o l l . . $ 4 0 48. 65 

4 

1 ( i 

15 

18 

22 

26 

28 

C.F. Smith #2 sta resigned 
O.G. Da v is apptd sub 

John Jay apptd hoseman #6 

W.B. Townsend resigned #5 

J.H. Dean #6 sta resigned 

Jess Ferguson #3 sta resigned 

D. Beidler resigned 
John Jay #6 sta transf #8 

F. Lockmiller apptd sub 

F. Lockmiller (sub > reg #2 hoseman 
McGregor apptd sub 

Ross Darden apptd sub 

John Kreyenbuhl resigned driver #8 sta 
W. Lightfoot apptd sub 

*** 
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l-"JORTH FI RE DEF·ARTMENT *** 
- - ------- --- - - ------ - --- ---------------- - ~------ --- ------ --- ----- - ----------

'.) ATE da·//week 

DECEMBER 

Pa y roll •• S 3990.05 

S.A. Tomlinson paid $6726.50 on #1 sta 
Sanguinett t Staats paid $286.43 on #1 sta 

NOTE .. . ... Chemical Engine Co. #9 was evidently eliminated 
/ th i s month. Chemical E:-ig. Co . #7 was, I think, moved i nto NE!.iJ Sta.lion #1.. 

No . 9 :=tat ion ,•ias at Dash ~-Jood and Missouri. Later c~anged to #7 station, 
b e cause it ~<ias in the 7 t h tiJ .3.rd. '.: j dn i ~J - jtv,-vt.- "7Z4Vt,. ' 

Station #9 - 1019 Peach St - Cost S9,500. 0 0 

Geo. H. Allen #2 promoted to Lieutenant #1 sta 
A.W. Peninger apptd Operator 
Sub J.T. Dunn apptd reg #2 sta ladderman 
Purchased Prince (bay horse) 6 yr. old from Cook & Wright. 
$212.50 



FDF:,- WORTH FI RE DEF"AR-rMEl'-J7-_-

JANUARY 19CJiB 

DATE da/ / vJeek Payroll .. $ 4030 .35 
-------=--==------------==----===--=-----------------------------------------

1 

-, 

g 

,..., -=!' ....... . _, 

Thos. Greer #5 sta resigned 

Fire .. Bo~ 27 a t 9:20 - 2nd alarm at 9:25 p.m. 
Capt Kinkle an d Lum Brakefield seriously burned 

John Kre y enb u hl r eapptd 

Ne. 2 wag o n ran into by Traction Co. Car and badl y damaged 
and seriou sl y injur ed Chief Ferguson, J.J. Pope and painfully 
in j. ot t-, er s. 
No. 2 wagon - In shop for repairs on acct. being run i nto by 
Traction Co. Car #159 
No. 8 eng ine-Out 1:20 p.m. to 3:55 p.m. - Pump out cistern 
for MayDr Harris 



*** FORT WORTH FIRE DEPARTMENT *** 

MARCH 19C>B 

DATE day / week Pay roll .. S 4321.40 
==========================================================-------------------

1 

,.., 
..:.:.. 

16 

:29 

W. Lightfoot #6 sta resigned 

#4 horses - Bill ~ Dc=k 

Co ntr a ct let for Turet Decked Hose Wagon built by American 
LaFrance Fire Engine Co . 

Sub J . C. Robinson reg #2 sta 

Geo. Peckham apptd hoseman •1 
A.J. Welsh apptd sub 

Purchased 2 Sorrell Horses at $400.00 - Put in service at 
No. 4 station 
George-7yr. old on #8 Hose Wagon 
Sam - Byr. old on #8 Hose Wagon 

Box 13 5 installed at N.T.T. Co's Car Barns - Bought by N.T.T. 
Co. - Installed by City 

U.S. Wells #2 resigned 



,· 
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*** FORT WDF~TH FIRE * * *-

AF·R IL 19•08 

DATE d -3. '/ / vJee k $ 4 3 1. 7 .5 6 
================================--=----------- ----------- --- --- -- - - - ---- -----

1 

2 

~ 

8 

15 

19 

Total E:-: pense for- Year- end in g April 1, 19 0 8 
F'ay Roll $48,97 8.17 
Hor-se Feed 4, 305.54 
Hor-se Shoeing 473.80 
Rewpair-s 1,506. 07 
F i r-e Alarm Ex pense 300 .36 
EqLt i p ment 
New S tati on # 1 

$77,324.73 

W.B. Townsend #5 sta tr-ansf to #6 ( in apr- ) 
A.J. Welsh (sub) apptd reg at #7 ( i n apr- ) 

J.E. Jar-vis r-esigned 
V.F. Maddox apptd sub 
Sub H.M. Powell apptd r-eg ltl hoseman 
Engine #8 out at 3:30 p.m. to wor- k on MKT Ry. Co. wr e ck 4 mi 
south of City - Or-der- of Ma y or-
No. 7 wagon - Out 3:00 p.m. to 3 :35 p.m. to No. 5 f or- h o se -
Found sur-pr-ize par-ty on r-eturn to Station. Gotten up b y the 
Ladies of the 7th Ward. 

Water- Wor-ks horse sent to Hospital. Fed by F i re De pt. 

Wm. Bently #7 sta r-esigned 

Wm. Dreschel r-eapptd sub 
G.B. Fr-eeman r-esigned 

No. 6 - Dr. tr-eated Watson- i nJ u red in acc i dent on Fr an k st 

No. l Service Tr-uck called out ta rescue some ba y s in th~ 
flood at North end of Samuels Ave. Potsace from Police 
Hedquarters (sic) had pr-eceded us on pr-ior- call-Boy s resqued. 
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Hunt, Bass bid 
for city property 

L/.J- ~ / 
. By JOE BEL~ tion bidding is the fact that proposals 

Star-Teleg~am Writer will be weighed for compatability 
The two main forces in Fort with Fort Worth's downtown plan of 

Worth's half-billion dollar down- developmentaswellassellingprice. 
town development - Bass and Hunt Here are the three uncontested of-
- submitted uncontested bids · fers to the city: 
Thursday totaling $2.5 million for ■ $940,500 by Bass' Panther City 
three city-owned properties along for three-fourths of the block bound
Commerce and Calhoun. 'ed by Fourth Street on the north, 

Purchase of the properties by Hunt Fifth Street on the south, Commerce 
Jnvestment Corp. of Dallas and Sid on the west and Calhoun on the east. 
Bass' Panther City Development Co. Bass already owns the vacant south
will link downtown projects of the · west corner of the block formerly 
two giants in a continuous corridor housing the Cromer Ace bicycle busi
reaching nine blocks from First ness and a small hotel. 
Street to the Tarrant County Conven: ■ $1,201,000 by Hunt Investment 
tion Center. . for the old Surtran Depot block, bor~ 

A bidding squabble looms, howev- dered on the north by Fifth, on the 
er, for a fourth city-owned property, south by Sixth, on the west by Com
historic old Fire Station No. 1 at Com- merce and on the east by Calhoun. 
merce and Second: ■ $,360,000 by Bass' Panther City 

Two investors bid higher for the for the remaining north half of the 
station than Bass' Center City Devel- block between Second and Third, 
opment Co. , but one of those propos- Calhoun and Jones - a triangle site 
als is in question after being deliv- outside of right of way required for a 
erect late to the City Council cham- new thoroughfare between down
ber, where the sealed bids were town and Interstate 35. 
opened. 

Further complicating the fire sta- Please see Bid on Page 6 

Wi BASS P 
HUNT/WO 

Fourth Street 

□■ Filth Street 

Metro ■ Center 
Hotel , 

l::::=:::!:==:J 

Ster-Telegram 

• OA "'- 1981 FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM ■ FRIDAY MORNING APRIL 3 1981 • • 

Sid fight ahead for old fire station 
.._,. · --------- the chamber one to three minutes after Matson Schlansker proposal complied with the bid re-
•_. ( Continu~ from pag~ r ) pronounced the bidding closed. . quirements. . 
"• ,, . · .- . ._ _ Bidspecificationscalledforbidsto bedehvered He emphasized then that !he_c1ty st~ff and the 
• I he Bass interests ow~ properties munediate~y 10 the city manager's office by 11 a.m. and council would consider the bids m relat10n to what 

.. : north and \~est of the tna_ngle th~t spreads ~ves~- Schlansker representative Jan Green said she ar- is best for Fort Worth and for fitting into the city's 
• ,.'" wardovernmeblocks_andmclude~the~~enc~n~ rived there with the bid at that time. downtown plan. . · . . 

~ Hotel and the developmg Center City office towers However, the manager's secretary was talking Matson said the evaluation could make it poss1-
• and Sundance Square. . . 011 a phone and Ms. Green went to another desk, ble that the arrival time of the Schlansker bid may 
:: Acquisition of the Sur~ra~ bloc~ will give Hunt a from where she was directed to a third desk at the not have to be considered. 
: northeast anchor of Bass _s v\ oo?bme ~e~elopment entrance of the manager staff's area. l\Is. O'Hara said the time deadline will be dealt 
·• tJ-\at a lready has comnutted. $100 million to t~e But that desk was unattended, Ms. Green said , with "when we cross that bridge." . 
: H~tt R~g_em:y and_ the. Cont~n~ntal Plaza., : and she stepped to a nearby fourth desk, where she The Schlansker firm plans to apply for histori~al 

~- In add1t1on to paymg $1.2 m~llton f~r the Sur tran was directed to the council chamber. designation for the building, preserve the ex_teno~ 
·: ~.I~ck, Hun_t proposes to imm~di~t~ly spend Matson emphasized to all the bidders that the architectureofthebuildingandconvertthemten-
·• $2::i0,000 for improve~ents for a marketm& center Schlansker bid was opened while under the ques- or for company offices. 
·.: for its 40-story Co~tmental P~aza ~1~d- offices for tion of time compliance. The O'Hara plan is for restoration and renova-
.~ Cushman & Wakefield l~dustnal Div_ision br?kers'. Later, Matson instructed Ms. Schlansker and her tion of the building into a Brennan's-ty~e _restau-
• • Albert Halff and Associates consultmg engmeers attorney,HenrySimonJr., tosubmitalettertothe rant-museum while, if permissible, retammg the 
: and HCB Contractors. _ . _ city manaaer explaining why they believe the name, "Fire Station No. l." .. . Monthly contrac t parkmgspace will be provided O · . 

< on the remainder of the block. ~--==========::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::===:::_=::::_=:::==:=:=::::::::::========---: The Bass plan for the block immediately north of 
.. : the vacant Surtran site is for demolishing existing 
.. ~ structures and providing surface parking. Later 
·; plans are for mixed-use office and retail with possi-
~ bleconstruction of high-rise residential buildings. 

: • The triangle at Calhoun and Second will 
: landscaped as part of the other Bass developments. 
: City Manager Robert Herchert's staff and th~ 
• City Council are on a hot seat in regard to the 

bidding on the fire station property. 
Bass· City Center offered only $111,000 for the 

. corner site, which the Fort Worth investor and 
· developer has planned for restoration and use as a 
~ historical-information center surrounded on 
· three sides by a 1,000-car parking garage. 
· The Bass proposal was only $10,000 higher than 
• the $101,000 bid by George H. Moore, who has pl~ns 
• to restore the building for use as a restaurant with 

regular entertainment. . 
• The highest bid among proposals in the council 
chamber at the 11 a.m. bid opening was$160,000 by 

~ Evelyn O'Hara, who owns other business proper
- ties in Fort Worth's downtown. 
• However. Jane Schlansker and Co .. a public rela
• tions firm, offered $176,900 in a bid that was deliv
~ erect to Assistant City Manager Morris Matson in 
:, 



Squabble looms in bids 
over downtown firehouse 
By JOE HELL tf-'f-?/ 
Star-Telegram Writer 

A bidding squabble looms for the 
historic old Fire Station No. 1 at Com
merce and Second. 

But the two main forces in Fort 
Worth's half-billion-dollar down
town development - a company 
headed by Sid Bass and Hunt Devel
opment Co. of Dallas - submitted 
uncontested bids totaling $2.5 million 
for three other city-owned proper
ties along Commerce and Calhoun. 

Purchase of the properties by Hunt 
Investment Corp. and Bass' Panther 
City Development Co. will link down
town projects of the two giants in a 
continuous corridor reaching nine 
blocks from First Street to the Tar
rant County Convention Center. 

Two investors bid higher for the 
fire station than Bass' Center City 
Development Co. One of those pro
posals, however, is in question after 
being delivered late to the City Coun
cil chamber, where the sealed bids 
were opened. • 

Further complicating the fire-sta
ti~n bidding is the fact that the selling 
pnce and compatability with Fort 
Worth's downtown-redevelopment 
plan will be weighed in making the 
awards. 

Here are the three uncontested of
fers to the city: 

• $940,500 by Bass' Panther City 
for three-fourths of the block bound
ed by Fourth Street on the north, 
Fifth Street on the south, Commerce 
on the west and Calhoun on the east. 
Bass already owns the vacant south
west corner of the block formerly 

housing the Cromer Ace bicycle busi
ness and a small hotel. 

• $1,201,000 by Hunt Investment 
for the old Surtran Depot block, bor
dered on the north by Fifth, on the 
south by Sixth, on the west by Com
merce and on the east by Calhoun. 

• $360,000 by Bass' Panther City 
for the remaining north half of the 
block between Second and Third, 
Calhoun and Jones - a triangle site 
outside of right of way required for a 
new thoroughfare - between down
town and Interstate 35. 

The Bass interests own properties 
immediately north and west of the 
triangle that spreads westward over 
nine blocks and includes the Ameri
cana Hotel and the developing Cen
ter City office towers and Sundance 
Square. 

Acquisition of the Surtran block 
will give Hunt a northeast anchor of 
its Woodbine development that al
ready has committed $100 million to 
the Hyatt Regency and the Continen-
tal Plaza. · 

In addition to paying $1.2 million 
for the Surtran block, Hunt proposes 
to spend $250,000 immediately for im
provements for a marketing center 
for its 40-story Continental Plaza and 
offices for Cushman & Wakefield In
dustrial Division brokers, Albert 
Halff and Associates consulting engi
neers and HCB Contractors. 

Monthly contract parking space 
will be provided on the remainder of 
the block. 

The Bass plan for the block imme
diately north of the vacant Surtran 
site is for demolishing existing struc
tures and providing surface parking. 
Later plans are for mixed-use office 

and retail with possible construction 
of high-rise residential buildings. · 

The triangle at Calhoun and Sec
ond will be landscaped as part of the 
other Bass developments. 

City Manager Robert Herchert's 
staff and the City Council are on a hot 
seat in regard to the bidding on the 
fire-station property. 

Bass' City Center offered only 
$111,000 for the corner site. Bass to 
restore the site for a historical-infor
mation center. It is to be surrounded 
on three sides by a 1,000-Car parking 
garage. 

The Bass proposal was only $10,000 
higher than the $101,000 bid by 
George H. Moore, who would restore 
the building for use as a restaurant. 

The highest bid among proposals in 
the council chamber at the 11 a.m. bid 
opening was $160,000 by Evelyn 
O'Hara, who owns other business 
properties in Fort Worth's down
town. 

However, Jane Schlansker and Co., 
a public relations firm, offered 
$176,900 in a bid that was delivered to 
Assistant City Manager Morris Mat
son in the chamber one to three min
utes after Matson pronounced the 
bidding closed. 

Matson said the city staff and the 
council would consider the bids in 
relation to what is best for Fort 
Worth while fitting into the city's 
downtown plan. 

Matson said the evaluation could 
mean the late arrival of the Schlansk-· 
er bid may not have to be considered. 

Ms. O'Hara said the time deadline 
will be dealt with "when we cross that 
bridge." 

The Schlansker firm plans to apply 
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for historical designation for the 
building, preserve the exterior archi
tecture of the building and convert 
the interior for company offices. 

The O'Hara plan is for restoration 
and renovation of the building into a 
Brennan's-type restaurant-museum 
while, if permissible, retaining the 
name "Fire Station No. l." 

Also proposed by Ms. O'Hara is free 
use of the restaurant-museum by the 
Fort Worth Opera and Symphony for 
charity fund-raising events. 



Fire Station No. 1 
bid is withdrawn 

By JOE BEtL Li L£ ~, 
Star-Telegram Writer - ( "' 1 :..-0 J 

Bidding for historic Fire Station No 1.. h 
neart of Fort Worth's downtow . . m t e 

, came less complicated Friday . . n renaissance be-
Evelyn O'H h · , $160 000 for thara, w o proposed to pay the city . 

, e property at Comme · d s 
, , :i~tehedts, s_a~d shhe had notified city orn~fa~s s;; ~~~ 

rawmg er proposal. 
,BY removing herself from the biddin 

g ~ata lef ves the competition to Sid Bass' te~t~s~ · 
,tion or~~~;~e;~ Caon.,dwhJich hSas led the revitaJiza-

bJ' , ane chlansker & co . 
~tu k1c rel~,tions fi rm active in the North Sid! 

oc ya~ds redevelopment. 
. ~rs;'? Hara made her decision after talkin w. h 

Bass tF r11day and discussing his additional de~el~tp· 
men p ans for the downtown area 

"I had thought I would do something nice f 

~::i.:~~!~~ t~~~e~!~n!~~: station int_o a restai 

~~~~it~~~a~!~er:.;!!~~ ,flan~~~f f~ w;r~~~~! 

~:~[~n~~~~~J~~:~!s~~~a~!~::1~~~~::~i~t~:: 
town J:~fo~~ec:i°~f!n~eyed to the entire down-

$1 i:~chlans~er h_id is the highest of the lot -
. , - but it arrived Thursday in the bid op 
mg room moments after Assistant c · en
M':{ris Matson closed the bidding. ity Manager 
was uJe\?:e~chlans~er representative said the bid 
office befor~dt~~ ~~~d~~~~geJ Robert Hcrchert's 
desk to desk in the . ' ~n wa~ refe_rred from 
finally being sent to~•~~ ~~nager:s office before -

Matson said Frida t opem,ng room. 
presented ev1'den ~ hat J~ne Schlansker had ce m a written re t F · 
s~pporting her claim that the .bid ha~or . rid~y 
time tobeconsidered And h . 'd arrived m 
proposal would be e~aluated~ sat , the Schlansker 
. However, Matson said the bid . . 

f1erl that future use of th . Id proposals spec1-
compatible with the city'sdiw~to!:!~on rust be 

b~~n~~~ii~:i~~~ use will be an importan~~ea~i~f~! 

Although the Schlansker firm l 
a historical marker for the b ·1l ans to apply for 
the exterior architecture ·t . u; i~g and preserve 
~e~i~~ing for use as its p~~li~n r~tt!~~i~~; ~~t~:: 

Highest bidder attacks city's sale procedure 
~~>£\ 

Bass Brothers Enterprises' company) to win the 
bid. 

matically. 
The bid by Ms. Schlansker was not rejected by 

By NANCY K. WEBMAN 
Star-Telegram Writer 

A woman trying to purchase a city-owned build
ing in downtown Fort Worth today attacked the 
city's bidding process, saying the decision on who 
would win the bid already has been made. 

Jane Schlansker's bid of $176,000 was the highest 
of four submitted for the property, a former fire 
station at Second and Commerce streets. She said 
she believes city officials never int~nded any com· 
pany 11ther than City Center Development Co. (a 

Ms. Schlansker made the charges in a letter she 
read to city staffers and council members attend· 
ing a morning work session on the bid proposals by 
Bass and Ms. Schlanskei:. She released copies of the 
letter to the media before she made it public. 

Ms. Schlansker, owner of a public relations firm 
she wants to move from the North Side to the fire 
station property, said she decided to publicly fight 
the city's bidding process after she learned her 
high bi<l was not declared the winning one auto-

the council, but did arrive on Friday several min
utes after Assistant City Manager Morris Matson 
declared bidding closed. 

Matson said the late arrival might mean that the . 
Schlansker bid would not be considered, but no 
final determination was made. 

" . . . If the bidding process were, indeed, a fair 
competition, then the question of who should be 
awarded the Fire S,tation No. 1 building would 
already be resolved," Ms. Schlansker said. 



Action on bid recommendation is postponed 
Continued from Page 11A 

fairness of the bid procedure when she discovered 
that Bass Brothers, which bid $111,000 for the fire 
station, was using the building as a construction 
warehouse. 

"Fire Station No. I is at the present time secured 
behind a padlocked chainlink fence, surrounded 

City puts off 
bid approval 
after charge 

By MARK NELSON r1 ,.,. ~ \ 
Star-Telegram Writer LJ,:•- J 

Fort Worth city officials delayed recom
mending which bid to accept for the purchase 
of historic Fire Station No. 1 after a womari 
who wants to purchase the property charged 
Monday the decision already has been made in 
favor of a lower bidder. 

Jane Schlansker, owner of a public relations 
company, said in a letter to city officials Mon
day she believes the city intended all along to 
sell the city-owned property to Bass Brothers 
Enterprises even though her bid is $65,900 
higher than theirs. 

Ms. Schlansker, who bid $176,900 for the 
building at Commerce and Second streets, told 
city staff members at a morning work session 
that she believes the city did not conduct the 
bidding process in the spirit of free competi
tion. 

She said she became concerned about the 
Please see Action on Page 12, 

by equipment being used in the construction of the 
City Center parking garage," Ms. Schlanskersaid. 

ShesaidBassBrothershasputCityCenteradver
tising signs on the old fire station, giving the im
pression that the property belongs to it. 

"The reality is that while it may be the intent by 
Bass Brothers and/ or the city to give this impres-

-.~ ;;,;,,; ,, 

sion, the property does not belong to Bass Brothers 
Enterprises and has been up for sale by the city in 
what was advertised as a 'no strings' public compe
tition," she said. 

Assistant City Manager Morris Matson said Mon
day the city asked Bass Brothers to maintain secur
ity at the building and in exchange agreed to let the 

•✓. •:,•: 

FIRE STATION : .. with Bass Brot!iers Enterprises sign 
Star-Telegram 

company use it for storage. 
"It's to our mutual benefit,"' he said. "We've had 

other vacant buildings pretty heavily vandalized ." 
Matson said the city and Bass Brothers have "an 

informal arrangement" and that no money was 
involved. 

He said the city staff will prepare a report on the 
bids and giveitto council members by April 16. The 
council is expected to make its decision at its April 
21 m~eting. 

Ms. Schlansker, who wants to convert the fire 
station to an office for her business, said that if the 
bidding process were a fair competition, "then the 
question of who should be awarded the Fire Sta
tion No. 1 building would already be resolved." 

Bass Brothers Enterprises is building the City 
Center office building on the same block as the fire 
station. The company has proposed con\"erting the 
fire station into a convention and visitors bureau 
with retail shops on the second floor. 

Matson said the city has the right to reject any or 
all bids and that provision was included in the 
specifications for the property. 

"We haven't evaluated the bids yet," he said. 
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Entertainment 

History of FW Exhibit Opening Downtown 
By FRANK PERKINS 

The Fort Worth Museum of Science and History will 
open the state's first sesquicentennial exhibition Tues
day, Sept. 7 on the ground floor of historic former Fire 
Station No. 1 at 2nd and Commerce Sts. 

The museum's first satellite exhibition in its 40-year 
history, it traces the 135-year development of Fort 
Worth from its start as a frontier fort. . 

The exhibit is sponsored by the museum, City Center 
Development Co., City Hall and the Institute of 
Museum Services, according to Pat Norris, history 
curator at the museum and the man responsible for 
assembling the unique downtown museum. 

Crammed into 2,000-square-feet on the first floor of 
the old fire hall built in 1902 are photographs, murals 
and quotations from newspapers and journals tracing 
Fort Worth's growth from its rowdy youth on the 
Chisholm Trail to the present. 

Among the artifacts is one of the Shady Oaks hats 
owned by the late Amon Carter Sr., which he presented 
to distinguished visitors. 

The Redlight Saloon, Farmers Saloon and John 
Turner's Dry Goods Store from " Hell's Half Acre" of 
the cattle drive days are recreated in miniature by stage 
designer Jim Stone. 

Also in the exhibit is a copy of the 1906 Purity Jour
nal with a cover story; "Fort Worth: A Modern 
Sodom.'' 

Dominating the exhibit are photographs of Fort 
Worth downtown. Included are the World War I vic
tory parade that crammed Main Street on Nov. 11, 
1918, a 1900's view of Houston Street looking toward· 
the Courthouse, with that handsome structure looming 
over the one and two story buildings lining the street, 
followed by a recent photograph that shows the glass 
City Center skyscrapers towering over the Courthouse. 

"You can literally see Fort Worth growing up in 
these pictures we have found," Norris said. 

Treasures abound for the historian: Confederate Col 
John Peter Smith's "honorable parole" from a Nor
thern officer at the end of the Civil War; a walking cane 
carved from a pine bough at the Battle of Seven Pines 
by a Fort Worth veteran of that bloody Civil War fray; 
the beaded costume of the Rodeo Queen of 1923, and an 
BO-feather Sioux war bonnet. 

"This is an exhibit we think all Fort Worthers will 
love-those who have lived here all their lives and the 
newcomers who arrived yesterday. It is the only such 
interpretative exhibit center I know of outside of those 
in national parks," Norris said. 

Look for the exhibit to become a permanent down
town Fort Worth attraction. 

* ·* * 
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fired up about Fort Worth 

Fire Station No. 1, the historic 
building in the heart of downtown 
Fort Worth, will open to the public 
next year as an interpretative cen
ter detailing Fort Worth's evolution 
from prairie and cross timber to 
cityscape in a series of five exhibits. 
The center, funded by City Center 
Development Company and the city 
of Fort Worth, also will provide in
formation on current cultural, so
cial and entertainment events for 
visitors. Opening is scheduled for 
sometime next year. 

TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 8, 1982 
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Fort Worth ✓ s past reborn 
New exhibit interprets 150 years of city's history 

' •• ,<: • • 

By SAMUEL HUDSON 
SLar•Telegram Writer 

For the big, by-invitation opening 
Wednesday evening, a large and quirky 
cast of characters is gathered at the corner 
of Commerce and Second streets on the 
first floor of what was once Fort Worth 
.Fire Station No. 1. 

Crouched to spring from the top of a 
museum display case, a panther (stuffed) 
looks down on an Edison cylinder phono
graph. 

A mannequin wearing the dress uni
form of an American soldier in World War 
II holds the hand of a mannequin wearing 
an embroidered sundress. 

Cowboys (real ones) and Indians (real 
ones), entrepreneurs and assembly-line 
workers, cows and packing plants, movie 
stars and Fort Worth homebodies, chil-

dren and grown-ups and oneJarge-eyed 
•bison are all represented. · 

--research, work and thought have gone 
into this. 

In an appropriately ·larger-than:life >,· ~People can come here and learn about 
photograph, Amon G. ·Carter Sr ., founder- the life and times of Fort Worth, how the · 

.. ..publisher of the Star-Telegram,,stands : ;t:-ity came to bere; how it grew, and who 
· .ready to welcome visitors. · and what .shaped the character of Fort 

Saturday afternoon, moving among all ·worth. Yes; I imagine that a_good many 
'these, making decisions, giving encour- · tourists will be attracted to Fire Station 
agement, .occasionally .calling .out, No. 1, to find out about Fort Worth. Fort 
"Sheesh!" and "Yikes!," was Patrick Worthhasarichandfascinatinghistory. 
Norris, curator of history of the Fort · ·"But;really,'150YearsofFortWorth' is 
Worth Museum of Science and History. for the people of Fort Worth themselves, . · 

"The exhibit is called '150Yearsof Fort -and we've put enough of Fort Worth and · 
Worth,' " Norris says as he helps arrange Fort Worth's history on display here so 
the costume of the "queen of the Stock- thatyoucancomebackagainandagain, to 
show Rodeo of 1927.' '1t's an interpretive -find new(toyou)thingsin theexhibit,and 
exhibit, more than just a display of arti- cto make connections that you might not 
facts and objects with a few facts thrown have made on your first visit. 
in here and there. J'wo and a half years of · ' · ·Please see Exhibit on Page 14 

Star-Telegram/RON T. ENNIS 

HISTORY CURATOR ... PatrickNorriswithAmonCarterSr.exhilJit 

Travelers find 
young Soviets 
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LABOR DAY SAL Continued from Page 13 
The Americans were a hie to travel 

freely in the cities they visited, and 
only once during the trip did they 
feel that the actions of the Soviets 
bordered on harassment. 

' 'The only really hassling time was 
at a Iittie town on the border be
tween Romania and the Soviet Un
ion." Wible said. "They kind of en
joyed putting us through the ropes.·• 

Officials boarded the group's 
train at 5 a.m., asking to see 
passports and insisting that all print-

. - ed material be taken from luggage 
and turned in to authorities. After a 
while, Wible said, the Soviets re
turned all printed matter except for 
a travel guide. 

When - questioned about the 
confiscation. the officials replied. 
"It's the law. These are forbidden in 
the Soviet Union," Wible said. 

Later, Wible said, the group en
countered many tourists whose 
travel guides had not been confis
c,ated. 

"There were some inconsisten
cies," he said. 

Maryellen Wible said she and her 
husband attended church services 

in both Leningrad and Moscow. 
"\.Ve had an especially precious 

time when we went to church in 
Leningrad at the Evangelical Bap-· 
tist Church," she said. "The older 
women would take hold of my hand. 
People seemed to want to come and 
touch us and be assured that we 
weren't monsters and be assured 
that God was alive." 

The group toured the Soviet Un
ion in the early summer, and the 
Olympics often surfaced as a topic of 
discussion between the. Americans 
and the Soviets. 

"They believe their athletes were 
not allowed to come to the U.S: be
cause if they did come, they would 
be harmed," Maryellen Wible said. 

Soviets on the streets seemed to 
feel free to talk with the.Americans, 
but many of the meetings with resi
dents of the country were arranged 
by the government with the Korn~ 
mo!, a communist group whose 
members are between the ages of 18 
and 30. 

Heated discussions often erupted 
between the Americans and the 
Komsomol. Howard Wible said 
members of the Komsomol had an-

swers for most questions; and when 
they didn't, they politely and deftly 
ended discussions. 

Another traveler, Nowell Smith, 
said she found the Soviet people to 
be different from what she had ex
pected. 

"When I left I expected to see a lot 
of gray, drab things. l thought the 
people would be sad and depress
ing," she said. "The people on the 
street are not as smiling and laugh
ing as we are, but once you get to 
know them they are very friendly 
and welcoming." 

Wible said he found the cities to be 
pretty and the countryside, espe
cially in Siberia, to be rugged but 
appealing. He said the Soviet gov
ernment has made cultural events 
available to its people at affordable 
prices. 

The group celebrated the Fourth 
of July on the Trans-Siberian Rail
road. When the woman who was as
signed to care for the rail car carry
ing the Americans realized· why 
they were celebrating, she made a 
round of tea as her gift to them. 

"She congratulated us on victory 
in our revolution," Howard Wible 
said. 
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Continued from Page 13 
"I've been working on this show 

for 2 ½ years, and I haven't seen ev
erything we have here, or caught all. 
of the associations that you can 
make among the different parts of 
the exhibition. 

"The City Center Development 
Company gave us the space here. 
al\d they gave us grants, too. The city 
of'Fort Worth has given us grants. 
the Institute of Museum Services (a 
federal agency) gave us some mon
ey, and the Fort Worth Museum of 
Science and History has given staff 
time. artifacts and out-of-pocket ex
penses. 

"This exhibit is a free-standing 
part of the Museum of Science and 

History," Norris said. 
Starting· Thursday, "150 Years of 

Fort Worth" will be open free to the 
public from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., seven 
days a week. 
· Norris looked into the glass-front

ed case housing the soldier manne
quin and his mannequin girlfriend. 

"Yikes!" Norris said. "The soldier 
is holding his girlfriend's hand, and 
that's fine, but sometime between 
the mannequins being put in the 
case and the glass being installed, 
somebody crossed the fingers of his 
other hand. Very funny. Ha. Ha. 
Well, we'll get that fixed before the 
opening Wednesday. 

"We're going to be working right 
down to t~E! wire - I imagine that 

this isn't too unlike opening a show ------,i,;,,o;:,~-=,;:,.,.~~~=-~~"""al"""'1'.'~~""'-::.uP'.II 
on Broadway, or anywhere else - ~ 
but everything is coming together · 
very well. After the opening, we'll , 
remove some smudges and replace a 
few bruised labels. And when we1 learn how visitors take in the exhib- , 
it, we may want to make a few im· 
provements. 

"It's been nice talking with you, 
but please pardon me: I have to talk 
with a lady about some horses -
pictures of horses. I mean. 

"Why don 't you come back and 
see us Thursday? Bring your kids. 
too," Norris said as heh urried a way . . 
'Tm going to bring mine. Then 
they'll know why they haven't seen 
much of me lately." 
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Fire station houses best history lesson in town 
t 

, By RAYMOND TEAGUE 
1 Star-Telegram Writer 
' ,lust imagine! 

Ip 1905 all 15 motor cars in Fort 
Worth - that is, every automobile 
in the city - ...lined up for a group 
portrait. 

It would take a very advanced 
magician with a very wide-angle 
leps to take a portrait of all the cars 
in Fort Worth today. 

But it could be done in 1905, and a 
print of the picture is included in the 
new, wonderfully captivating per
manentexhibitentitled ISO Years of 
F~rt Worth downtown at East Sec
ond and Commerce streets, in the 
bl.)ilding that once housed Fire Sta-
tion No. 1. ' 

The exhibit, created by the Fort 
Worth Museum of Science and His
tory, is simply the best history lesson 
in town. 

· All concerned should be applaud
edJor their efforts and accomplish
m~nts in bringing Fort Worth area 
residents and visitors such a highly 
polished, organized, and under
standable historical perspective. 

Even people who say they don't 
Jik'e history, who were probably 
turned off by too many football 
q~aches killing time as history 
teachers, will find the exhibit inter
esting. 

The 2,000-square-foot exhibit 
ti;aces the city's development from 
its'heginning as a frontier outpost in 
1849 through its rowdy youth as a 
cattle town in the 1880s to its maturi
ty, first as a railroad and meatpack
ing center and later as an oil and 
aerospace center. 

, Five distinct phases in the city's 
deyelopment - Wild and Beautiful 
Land (up to 1865), Cowtown 11865-
1885), Panther · City 11873-1910), 
Wpere the West Begins 11911-1949), 

' B~inning Again 11950-present) are 
vividly illustrated with original 
c◊.mmentary; graphic materials 
such as photographs, maps, repro
duced paintings, advertising mate
rials and posters; period costumes; 
and artifacts, more than half with 
identifiable local ties. 
' lt is amazing that so much has 

been done in such a relatively small 
sp~ce within the old fire station, 
built in 1907 and used by firefighters 

Weekend 
wanderer 

back for a better look. 
This is a look-and-linger exhibit. It 

is entirely possibJe to spend 15 min
utes or more studying the details, 
say, in a photograph of Main Street 
in 1896. Look at what the people are 
wearing, what buildings were stand

. ing, where the horses and buggies 
are parked, how the horse-drawn 
trolley car looks, what the street 
lights looked like ... 

Places, people and events come to 
life through the creative juxtaposi
tion and display of graphics and arti
facts and printed materials. Consid
er: early day Indian pottery, Indian 
war bonnets, a buffalo head, a letter 
from Maj. Ripley Arnold, who com
manded the troops that founded the 
fort; cowboy tools of the trade; a 
deed of sale for a negro boy named 
Frank in 1864; a handmade pencil 
box, c. 1860, from Fort Worth; a 
snuff box and pouch from the early 
1900s; a Shady Oaks hat given to a 
guest by Amon G. Carter; a Ten Com
mandments sample embroidered 
with silk thread by a Fort Worth 
woman in 1870, and a notice from 
the Fort Worth Humane Society re- ""' 
rpinding people to "be kind to and 
blanket your horse." The documen
tation of Fort Worth life goes on and 
on, drawing visitors more and more 
into its spell. 

Particularly interesting are the 
quotes about the Fort Worth area 
and city through the years. A few: 

"I thought it the most beautiful 
and good country that the sun ever 
shone on." - Simon B. Farrar, a 
member of Arnold 's party in 1849. Fire Station No. 1 as it appeared in its heyday. 

"Fort Worth is spoken of as the 
coming place - a man from there 
says it is quite a place now and des
tined to be a city. It is rough as any
thing you can think of. It is going to 
be a fine country. It has rich soil and 
the people here all work for them
selves." - Buckley B. Paddock in an 
1872 letter to his wife. " 

"The city is cosmopolitan. It has 
.. ., • t 

graphic identifications are too small 
to read easily, as are the identifica
tions of artifacts in cases. There is 
ample room for bending and observ
ing, however, and handicapped ac
cess is good. 

The exhibit is billed as the first 
exhibit in Texas commemorating 
the st~te's 150th anniversary of inde-
pP.r '. •· 

tennial at this time seems-a bit mis
leading and confusing. There have 
been 150 years in Fort Worth's histo
ry, and many more, if you go back to 
nomadic people and the Indians 
roaming the area, but not if you go 
back to the establishment of the Ar
my post in 1849. 

'l'hP. &>soujren,tP.nnial, as did the 

the coat of that event has even been 
put on. 

The exhibit was funded by the 
· museum, City Center Development 
Co., the City of Fort Worth, and the 
Institute of Museum Services. De
sign consultants were Institutional 
Services of Dallas. 

It i.s free and ,ooen. to the public 
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Burk Burnett Building. Built in 1914 , this 

building was designed for banker, Earl 

Baldridge , to house the State National Bank. 

One year later in 1915 ,it was sold to legendary 

cattleman, Samuel Burk Burnett, whose 6666 
ranches are famous in Texas history for cattle, 

oil, scientific /Jreeding and thorough/Jred horses . 

Known as Fort Worth's first "skyscraper", it 

was built with cattle money when Fort Worth 

was indeed cowtown. 

Pictured above . 

Fire Station No. 1. On March 22, 1876, 

Fort Worth's Tarrant County Courthouse 

burned with almost all of the county records, 

prompting the City Council to order the City's 

first real fire engine. In 1877 the fire depart
mPn t mn,1Prl tn thP nPwl" 1-,.,;/t !'it" 1-Tn// nt 
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Chisolm Trail Lot. This block marked Fort 

Worth travels and stopovers for more than a 

century. It was eastern terminus for the daily 

Fort Worth and Fort Yuma Mail and stage 

line, the largest and longest government mail 

contract ever let , when it was initiated 

July 1, 1878. The 17-day, 1,760 mile run to 

Arizona was soon cut to 13 days for double 

pay from the federal government. 

The block's southeast corner was a hotel 

site. Firs t the El Paso opened in 1877 , then 

the Pickwick , the Delaware and from 1910 

to 1978 the Westbrook. The Pickwick was 

the scene of a tragedy for Yellow Bear, 

Delaware Indian Chief, who blew out the 

light instead of turning off the artificial gas 

when he went to bed. He died but Comanche 

Chief Quanah Parker, sleeping in the same 

room, survived . The two were visiting their 

friend Burk Burnett who paid for his herds to 

graze on Indian territory. Pictured below. 

---- i ------------------ : -------- .. ... ··•. 
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Weber Building. After Fort Worth became 

the country's westernmost railhead on July 

19, 18 7 6, entertainment houses made this 

block a nightly scene of end-of-the-trail 

revelry for adventurers arriving with the trail 

herds . The first regularly established theater , 

the Adelphi , started up that year. Its owners 

left town , but the theater reopened as 

Theater Comique which was succeeded by 
My Theater (corner of Main and Second) in 

1880 . Orchestras paraded daily to attract 

crowds and tight-rope walkers performed 

over the street. Pictured above . 

Morris and Conn Buildings. Originally the 

notorious W ild Wes t watering hole known as 

the "White Elephant Saloon". Long-Hair Jim 

Courtwright who had been both Federal and 

City Marshall here was shot and killed by 
Gambler-King Luke Short, February 8, 1887 

at the doorway to Miss Ella Blackwell's 

Shooting Gallery just North of the White 

Elephant Saloon. Some said Short 

was faster than the usually quick-draw 

Courtwright. Police reported a jammed 

cylinder on Courtwright's pistol. Pictured above . 

\ 

Knights of Pythias Building. The first Knights 

of Pythian Castle was erected here in 1881 

and rebuilt after the fire in 1900. A replica of 

the original Knight of Armor was installed 

during the Sundance Square renovation. The 

first rotary offset printing press was invented in 

this building in the early 1950s. 

Pictured to the right. 

All architectural photos courtesy of Suruiance Square. 

Fire Station No. 1. On March 22 , 1876 , 

Fort Worth's Tarrant County Courthouse 
burned with almost all of the county records , 

prompting the City Council to order the City's 

first real fire engine. In 1877 the fire depart

ment moved to the newly built City Hall at 

2nd and Commerce. This is the City's oldest 

remaining fire station and it now houses the 

150 Years Museum, which traces Fort 

Worth 's History. Pictured below . 

If you have a story and or images about any aspect of Fort Worth heritage and cultural history, please contaet The Arts Council of Fort Worth and Tarrant County , One Tandy Center, Suite 150 , Fort Worth , Texas 76102. 

A public service ad brought to you by The Arts Council of Fort Worth and Tarrant County in cooperation with The Fort Worth Star~Telegram . 
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Fort Worth's · First Jail Lock 
reca lled the earf. rough days of Fort Worth By JOHN THAMES 

The trail drive was over and 15 dust
laden cowboys galloped into For tWorth to 

try to spend three months' salary in three 
days. 

The sun had set in the small Texas town 
on this particular day in 1879. 

From outside the saloon you could hear 
men's chatter with the sound of a piano 
filterin g through. Suddenly it was quiet and 
two shots rang out. 

A black mustache cowboy fell through the 
,;winging bar doors and into the dirt street. 

A_ tobacco chewing, unshaven cowboy 
Cil rrying a six-shooter peered over the top 
of the still swinging doors. 

TWO OF THE FOUR Fort Worth police
men were there in seconds. They had been 
e:·pecting trouble. 

They arrested the cowboy and walked him 
to jail with the other cowboys following 
close behind. 

The jail was then located behind the No. 
1 Fire Hall at Second and Commerce. They 
.ut the cowboy in and clamped the lock 

simt. 
The lock is now in the lands of J . H. 

(Jimmie) Prince, 79, of 710 W. Leuda. His 
:1 ther, the late Moses Prince, helped tear 
'.own the old jail house in 1890. He kept the 
: xk and passed it down to his son. 

It is now rusted and specked with dirty 
;bite paint which Mr. Prince said was the 
r iginal paint on the lock. 

Mr. Prince said T. L. Cromer, a locksmith 
who now owns Cramer's Ace at 511 Com
merce, said the lock was a Scandinavian 
lock which was over a hundred years old. 

If it was the first lock used on the old jail 
house it would be 98 years old. Records show 
that the first jail was built in 1868. 

It was a log structure with two cells above 
:> nd a dungeon below ground level. X One of the ea,Jy policemeo, Joe Wltche,, 

in a newspaper . tory in 1912. 
"Sometimes c a busy Saturday night," he 

said, "it was ne essary to crowd from 25 to 
30 men into thet. cells." 

J 

MR. WITCH R said along with the cow-
boys who came from trail drives "freight
ing wagons fronl Fort Sill and the frontier 
brought another 'class of men who sometimes 
caused trouble.'' / 
· '"On one c~d night two of the famous 

Hicks gang of desperadoes that operated i 
Texas about 1887 were supposed to hav, 
stabled their horses in a stable here, :• he r~ 
called. "We waited there all night not makin, 
a sound. But they never showed up." I 

Mr. Prince says he wants to give the oli 
lock to the Children's Museum. But righ 
now the lock that locked up local outlaws 
drunkards and similar undesirables in th, 
small jail remains locked up itself in an olc 
workshop on W. Leuda. 

~'ames H. Prince and Fort Worth's first 
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The adaptive reuse of Fire Station No. 1 is a project of 
the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History made 
possible in part by City Center Development Company 
and the City of Fort Worth. 

The Board of Trustees 

of 

The Fort Worth Museum of Science and History 

cordially invites you to the opening of 

150 Years of Fort Worth 

m 

Fire Station No. 1 

Thursday the sixth of September 

Nineteen hundred and eighty-four 

4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

Fire Station No . 1 is located at the corner of Commerce and Second Streets 
in Downtown Fort Worth. Please present your invitation for free parking in 
the City Center garage. 
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