








                   

fourth high school, which opened its doors 
on August 24, 2009. Design work is wrap-
ping up on two other major facility pro-
jects: an intermediate-middle school cam-
pus and a multipurpose instructional facil-
ity both set to open in fall 2010. The dis-
trict’s 22nd elementary campus is also 
planned for a 2011 opening.  

Not only is Keller ISD widely known 
for its athletics, fine arts and Career Tech-
nology programs, the district has a long-
time commitment to educational excel-
lence that attracts many families as well. 
KISD’s long list of exemplary and recog-
nized schools continues to rise each year as 
our outstanding students and teachers excel 
on state and national standards. In  

2007-08, Keller ISD proudly earned a 
TEA Recognized status. In addition, test 
results for the 2008-09 school year con-
firmed that 32 of the district’s 34 assessed 

Keller Independent School District is 
one of the fastest growing school districts 
in the Dallas-
For t  Wor th 
Metroplex serv-
ing 51 square 
miles of stu-
dents from Kel-
ler, Fort Worth, 
W a t a u g a , 
Haltom City, 
North Richland Hills, Southlake, Hurst, 
Westlake and Colleyville. In fact, Keller 
ISD is now the largest school district in 
Northeast Tarrant County, tripling its stu-
dent enrollment over the past 15 years 
from 10,000 to more than 31,000 students.  

Keller ISD has opened 21 new cam-
puses since 2000, including two new ele-
mentary schools, which opened for the 
2008-09 school year, and the district’s 

campuses received a TEA Exemplary or 
Recognized status. 

Moreover, the district is home to two 
state teachers of the year - Fossil Ridge 
High School teacher Nika Maples was 
named the 2006-07 Texas Secondary 
Teacher of the Year and Hidden Lakes 
Elementary School teacher Grant Simpson 
was named the 2007-08 Texas Elementary 
Teacher of the Year. Also this past year, 
Keller ISD 
g r a d u a t e s 
were offered 
$37 million 
in scholar-
ships, a figure 
up more than 
$20 million 
in the last 
five years. 
Each of our 
36 schools is 
committed to 
continually providing exceptional educa-
tional opportunities for the children of our 
community. At Keller ISD, in everything 
we do, with everything we have, we strive 
to be Intentionally Exceptional.   

District’s fourth high school, Timber 
Creek, opened its doors August 24th.   

Keller ISD graduating 
students 

Keller ISD students 

For more information, please visit our 
website at: www.kellerisd.net 

 

Formed in 1988, the Community Enrichment Center’s Open Arms Program is one of only a few programs in Tarrant County providing 
long-term care to victims of domestic violence. The program's goals are to help victims heal and successfully transition to a healthy life 
away from violence and abuse. The two-year program can provide safe shelter to 24 women and their children at any point in time.  

In addition to housing, families receive case management, professional counseling, group therapy, food and 
clothing, and education and employment assistance. Open Arms encourages women to work towards self-
sufficiency by improving their education and job skills so they can support their families on their own and 

not return to their abusers.  
  In addition to providing direct services to victims, Open Arms staff members 
answer hundreds of emergency calls each year from women seeking assistance 
and referrals to resources in Tarrant County. Staff members also speak to 
churches, schools and community groups about recognizing signs of domestic 
violence and how to help victims and their children.  
Some of the ways the community can help women and children in Open Arms 
are: 
      Make a financial contribution to the program. 
      Donate food, household items and/or furniture. 
      Volunteer to help with child care during group therapy or volunteer at special events.                                          
        Sponsor the Seasons of Hope event benefiting families in Open Arms. 
        Host a food drive anytime during the year. 

                                                    “Adopt” a child or a Mom during Christmas to provide clothing and gifts for the holidays. 
 
  Victims in Northeast Tarrant County can call Open Arms for assistance at 817-238-9469 or visit www.thecec.org/open-arms.html.  
                  For information about how you can support Open Arms, please call 817-281-1164 or visit www.thecec.org.  

CEC Staff Members listed 
left to right, Missy Wolf-
inger, Lou Ann Pressler 
and Tina Williamson. 

Enjoying pizza at the 
Back to School Carnival 



                   

Donate
Life!

Attitude is a little thing  
that  makes a big difference!  

                                               ~ Winston Churchill 

 
On November 3rd, we will  be voting on eleven 
changes to our Texas constitution.  If there is a 
question on what the changes mean to our State, 
please click here for more information:      

www.hro.house.state.tx.us/focus/amend81.pdf 
 
Also,  
 
For information on Important Dates, Voter Regis-
tration and Verification, Early Voting, Sample Bal-
lots, and Polling Places for Tarrant County, please 
visit our website at:  
 
www.tarrantcounty.com/evote/site/default.asp 

 On the south shore of Lake Worth 
stands a castle—a castle with a storied 
past of gambling, ghosts, a suicide, and 
para-normal activities. 

The castle began as a two-room rock 
cabin with a connecting dog trot built in 
the latter part of the nineteenth century.  
The first to enlarge the cabin was a 
wealthy Irishman named McPherson who 
spared no expense in importing wrought 
iron from Ireland, stained glass windows, 
decorative fixtures, and furnishings from 
Europe.  Mr. Samuel E. Whiting purport-
edly won the property in a poker game 
from McPherson in the late 1920s.   Mrs. 
Elizabeth Whiting personally designed 
and supervised the construction of the 
house, which included the rear tower and 
the round crenellated front wing, and 
named their home “Inverness” or 
“Whiting’s Castle”.  It is believed that 
Whiting’s son committed suicide in the 

       

castle and that may account for the ru-
mored ghostly sightings on the property.  
A major fire seriously destroyed the castle 
in 1939. 

From 1944 to 1954, Vultee Aircraft 
Corporation (now General Dynamics) 
leased the property to entertain visiting 
businessmen and it served as a private club 
for their employees. 

The next noteworthy period for the 
Castle was in the mid 70’s when Tony and 
Marian Vann took possession of the prop-
erty and undertook some major restoration 
work.  Marian Vann learned how to work 
with stained glass and set about repairing 
and replacing the broken or missing win-

dow panes.  
The Vanns 
offered adult 
s e l f -
improvement 
programs to 
the public and 

named their home “Castle St. Michael”.  
Unfortunately a second fire gutted the 
building causing major damage to the 
structure. 

Once again, the castle arose from its 
ashes when Mr. John Pigenburg and his 

brother-in-law, Richard Ruiz, of Hawaii 
purchased the property in the mid 80’s.  
They began an extensive modernization 
and renovation project over a three-year 
period that included roof repair, rewiring, 
replacing loose stone, and adding unique 
archi tectura l 
features.  It 
was their inten-
tion to open the 
castle to the 
public for tours 
on weekends, 
but the project 
was not completed. 

In its heyday, the castle was a magnifi-
cent structure that hosted such notables as 
then General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Elea-
nor Roosevelt, and actor Jimmy Stewart 
during filming of “Strategic Air Com-
mand” at nearby Carswell Air Force Base.  
Today, only remnants of the castle’s for-
mer glory remain.  According to the City 
of Fort Worth, the current custodian of 
now “Lake Worth Castle” has plans to 
make the facility into a bed and breakfast.  
There is some activity on the premises 
presently with new hope for a brighter fu-
ture for this unique structure.  

Information for this article was gathered from a variety of newspaper sources and historical documents. 

 

Question: Who was the “Savior of the Alamo”? 
 

  Answer:  In 1903, Clara Driscoll put up thousands 
of dollars necessary to prevent the sale of the Alamo 
to a hotel company.  In 1905, the entire property was 
given to the Daughters of the Republic of Texas who 
still hold ownership today. 

If you had the ability to save      
    someone’s life...     would you?     
 
 

For organ donation information,  
please visit: 
www.donatelifetexas.org 



  
Tarrant County Transportation Department ………..     www.tarrantcounty.com  
Tarrant Regional Transportation Coalition …………   www.trtcmobility.org 
Fort Worth Transportation Authority ……………….   www.the-t.com 
North Central Texas Council of Governments ……..    www.nctcog.org    
North Texas Tollway Authority …………………….    www.ntta.org 
Texas Department of Transportation ……………….     www.txdot.gov  
Texas High Speed Rail Transportation Corporation...    www.thsrtc.com 

Helpful links to what’s going on with transportation in and around Precinct 3.  

Transportation If you received a copy of the newsletter through a source 
other than our office (i.e. Chamber of Commerce) and would 
like to receive a copy of the newsletter direct, please send 
your email address to:   
 

                      tcparsons@tarrantcounty.com  
 

If you do not want to receive a copy of our newsletter, please 
let us know and we’ll take you off our list.   
 

Please feel free to email any comments, questions or con-
cerns you may have.  
 

Thank you and have a great day! 

           

www.tarrantcu.org       

Serve a section of  Haltom City,  
Hurst, Fort Worth, Richland Hills,   
North Richland Hills, and Watauga. 

Pct. 3 ~ Commissioner’s Office  
 
 

Gary Fickes, Commissioner 
ggfickes@tarrantcounty.com    

Staff 
 

Carolyn Sims, Precinct Administrator 
cssims@tarrantcounty.com 

 

Rebecca Barksdale, Community Outreach Coord.   
rbarksdale@tarrantcounty.com 

 

Mary Ann Rike, Executive Secretary 
mrike@tarrantcounty.com   

Theresa Parsons, Executive Secretary 
tcparsons@tarrantcounty.com 

 

Northeast Sub-Courthouse 
  645 Grapevine Highway #6  

Hurst TX 76054  
  817-581-3600 

 

Southlake Town Hall 
1400 Main St #410  

Southlake TX 76092    
 817-481-8234         

   
                                        
 

                                                    NE Sub-Courthouse     Southlake Town Hall      
 

   Constable Pct. 3         817-581-3610                817-481-8059          
   County Clerk                                                          817-581-3604                817-481-8179         
   Passport Office                                                                         —————–                 817-481-8190                
   Justice of the Peace Pct. 3                                 817-581-3625                817-481-8132                
   Juvenile Services                                                    817-581-3645                —————–                
   Travel - Pub. Health                                                —————–                 817-321-4707                
   Tax Office                                                                817-581-3636                817-481-8141                        

   Maintenance Center                                                817-514-5000                     
 
 

   Constable Pct. 1                              817-884-1385   
   Justice of the Peace Pct. 1             817-884-1395                          

    
Public Health Centers 

 

   NE Public Health Ctr.  813 Brown Trail #6, Bedford, TX 76022            817-285-4155  
   Watauga Public Health Ctr.  6601 Watauga Rd, Watauga, TX 76148     817-702-6600   

  

 Tarrant County Website:  www.tarrantcounty.com 

 
 BULLETIN BOARD 

        November  
     3, 10, 17, & 24th 

          October 
     6, 13, 20, & 27th 

      December    
  1, 8, 15, 22, & 29th 

  

Tarrant County  
 

Commissioners               

           Court 
 

 Every Tuesday at 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

100 E Weatherford  
Fort Worth, TX      

Unless otherwise stated 
KNOW BEFORE YOU GO 

COUNTY SERVICES  
  Texas Association of Counties   
recently has a website focused spe-   
cifically on Texas County govern-  
ment and how to get county services.  
Check out www.texascounties4u.org  
to view a series of “how to” videos. 

                   

Tarrant County Veterans Services  
 Administration Benefit Outreach 

 

Assistance free of charge. 
   

Call for appointment  
817-531-5645 

 

 

 
Oct. 29th...   see pg 3 

 Pct. 3 United  
Way Fundraiser   

 
Oct. 9th..  see page 1  


