
Local Rules of Statutory Probate Courts 

of 

Tarrant County, Texas 



.. 

STATUTORY PROBATE COURTS OF TARRANT COUNTY 

PART 1 

Rule 1.01 

Rule 1.02 

Rule 1.03 

Rule 1.04 

Rule 1.05 

Rule 1.06 

Rule 1.07 

Rule 1.08 

Rule 1.09 

Rule 1.10 

Rule 1.11 

.;: Rule 1.12. 
:-

PART2 

Rule ·2.01 

Rule 2.02 

LOCALRULFS 

Em 
GENERAL RULES 

Title, •Scope, Authority and 
Application of Local Ruta 2 

Parties Proceedin& Pro Se 3 

A.aipment of Causes 3 

Transfer of Cases 4 

Jury and Non-Jury Weeks 5 

Bankruptcy 6 

Fllln& Papers 7 

Resolution of Cootlictin& Settinp 8 

Vacations of Coumel 9 

Judicial Absences 9 

Dtsmissa• Dockets 9 

Appointment of Attomey Ad Utem 10 

RULl'S IOR. DJSPOSfflON OF CON1'.l!S'l'.ED 
AND ANCILLARY MATTERS 

Disposition of Contested and Ancillary 
Matters 11 

Motion for Continuance, Agreed Passes 
and Settlements 12 

02005 : 4 9 1 

https://CON1'.l!S'l'.ED


.. 
- .. ,.........,_,__.~----. ~- -. 

Rule 2.03 Trial Procedure 13 

Rule 2.04 Motion Practice u 

Rule 2.05 Deposition Guidelines 16 

Rule 2.06 Matten Requirinc Immediate Action 18 

Rule 2.07 Private Service of Process 19 
l.. 
,.: 

APPENDIX A i 
APPENDIX B il 
APPENDIX C ill 

02005 



-- ···~---
Statutory Probate Courts of 

Tarrant County Local Rules 

Part 1. 

General Rules 

Rule 1 . 01 : Title, Scopa, Authority and Application of Local Rules 

(a) These rules are the Local Rules of Statutory Courts of Tarrant Countv, 

Texas. They shall govern proceedings in the Statutory Probate Courts of Tarrant 

County, Texas, for the purpose of securing uniformity and fairness in those 

proceedings and in order to promote justice. 

(b) These rules are adopted by the judges of the probate courts acting in 

council pursuant to the inherent power of courts to control and guide the trial and 

disposition of causes, and pursuant to the provisions of the Supreme Court's order of 

February 4, 1987, as amended, adopting Rules of Judicial Administration and to the 

provisions of the Court Administration Act, Sec. 74.093, Government Code, as 

amended. 

(c) These rules are standing orders of all Probate County Courts of this 

county, now existing or as may be created hereafter. Knowing or intentional violation 

of these rutes may be punished by contempt or other sanction authorized by law or 

by rules of procedure as the trial judge may deem appropriate. 
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(d) ·•counsel" as used in these Rules includes attorneys, attorneys ad litem 

and parties representing themselves prose. 

Rule 1.02: Parties Proceeding Pro Se 

Any natural parson proceeding on their own behalf_ without an attorney shall be 

expected to read and follow these Local Rules and the Rules of Civil Procedure, the 

Rules of Civil Evidence, the Texas Probate Code, and the Rules of Appellate Procedure 

as may be appropriate in the particular case. Failure to comply may be sanctioned, 

fined or punished as in other cases. Prose parties shall be responsible for providing 

the Clerk with current addresses and telephone numbers. The address so provided 

shall be used as the address for serving all pleadings and any other notices on the pro 

se party. 

Rule 1 .03: Assignment of Causes 

(a) All matters filed in the Probate Courts of Tarrant County, Texas, shall be 

assigned a number and a court so as to equalize the cases between the Probate 

Courts in Tarrant County. However, because of the prior invotvement by one court 

in a particular case, a new case involving the facts or parties of the prior case may be 

assigned to the same court, unless the judge of said court objects. Once a case 

number has been assigned and docketed to a particular Probate Court, all matters 

relating thereto, including but not limited to, any subsequent proceedings upon a 
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. 
testamentary trust or bills of review, shatl remain in that court using the same cause--

number. 

(b) If a case includes an AnciUary matter as that term is defined herein, the 

cause number of all pleadings relating to the Ancillary matter shall be followed by thtj 

letter "A•. If a case contains more than one Ancillary matter then each subsequent 

matter shall be designated by sequential letters. (I.e. B, C, etc.) The style on all 

Ancillary matters shall include the names of the party bringing the action and the 

opposing party, as well as the name of the estate. A form of the style is set forth in 

Appendix A. All Contested matters as herein defined shall use the original cause 

number without the designation of a letter. 

(c) "Ancillary matters" shall include any lawsuit brought by or against a 

personal representative, or brought on behalf of an estate, and which lawsuit does not 

relate to or concern the routine administration of an estate. Ancillary matters incJude, 

but are not limited to, suits concerning note collection, personal injury, or breach of 

contr.act. "Contested matters" shall include all other litigated matters. for which 

there are opposing parties. 

Rule 1.04: Transfer of Cases 

(a) A request to transfer between Probate Courts In Tarrant County shall be 

made by the Counsel in charge for the party who is seeking a transfer. It shall be the 

responsibility of the Counsel representing the party des1ring a transfer to obtain the 

agreement of the judges of the courts from which the transfer is sought and to which 

the case will be transferred. The appropriate court personnel of the court to which 
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the case has been requested to be transferred shall notify the court from whicfi'the____ • • -

case is requested to be transferred indicating that a case transfer will be accepted. 

All case transfers are subject to the discretion of the judge of the court in which the 

case has been filed. The court on its own Motion, after consultation with the judge 

to which the case is to be transferred, may transfer a cause of action. All Counsel 

shall be notified of any transfers and given the opportunity to object to any such 

transfer. 

(b) Counsel is encouraged to seek a transfer pursuant to this Rule, before 

filing a motion for recusal or disqualification under the Government Code, or any 

amendments thereto. Pursuant to Section 58 of the Texas Probate Code a statutory 

probate judge has the power to transfer to the probate court from a district or 

statutory court any cause of action appertaining to or incident to a pending estate. 

It is the responsibility of the Counsel representing the party seeking a transfer 

pursuant to this section to submit a proper motion and order for the transfer of any 

causes of action filed in any district, county or statutory court to the probate court for 

further proceedings. 

Rule 1.05: Jury and Non-Jury Weeks 

(al The probate courts shall generally follow the District Courts ot· Tarrant 

County regarding which weeks shall be jury or non-jury. 

(b) Non-jury matters may be set and tried in jury weeks subject to the jury 

docket. 
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(c) At the court's discretion, subject to the availability of jury panels, thecourt-··-· -

may call to trial any jury matter during a non-jury week. 

Ruka 1.08: Bankruptcy 

(a) Notice of Filing 

(1 ) Whenever any party to litigation in these courts flies for protection 

under the bankruptcy laws of the United States,· it shall be the 

responsibility of that party's Counsel in these courts: (I) to 

promptly notify the affected court(s) by immediately telephoning 

the Court Administrator; and (ii) within three days of any 

bankruptcy filing, to provide written notice to the affected court(sl 

and all Counsel that a bankruptcy filing has occurred, giving the 

name and location of the bankruptcy court, the bankruptcy cause 

number and style, the date of filing and the name and address of 

Counsel for the bankrupt. 

(2) Compliance with this rule will enable the courts to pass over cases 

affected by bankruptcy and to try other cases on the docket. 

(3) Failure to comply with this rule may be punished by sanctioning 

Counsel and, in appropriate cases, the party once the bankruptcy 

is concluded. 
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(bl Conctusion of Bankruptcy 

Once a bankruptcy has been concluded, whether by discharge, denial of 

discharge, dismissal or otherwise, Counsel shall promptly notify the Court 

Administrator so that the affected cases may be restored to the active docket or be 

dismissed as may be appropriate. 

Rule 1.07: Filing Papers 

(al All pleadings, motions, notices, briefs, proposed orders, proposed 

judgements, and any other paper, document or thing made a part of the record shall 

be flied with the Clerk. 

lb) All proposed orders and judgments shall be presented to the court after 

filing, and the presenting Counsel shall either (1) obtain approval of said proposed 

order or judgment by all other Counsel, or (2) shall send a copy of the proposed order 

or judgment to all Counsel. If the second method is used, then the presenting Counsel 

must notify the court of the delivery of the proposed order or judgment to all other 

Counsel. Notification may be accomplished by sending the court a copy of the letter 

mailed to alf Counsel which letter contained a copy of the proposed order or 

judgement. It is not necessary to prove that all Counsel actually received the 

proposed order or judgment, only that it was mailed to their last known address. If the 

court receives no objection within ten (101 days after notification, the court may act 

on such proposed order or ju~gment. 
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Rule 1.08: Resolution of Conflicting Settings 

(a) Where a Counsel has settings in two or more courts which conflJct 

preference shall be as follows: 

(1 l Trials on the merits in any court take precedence over hearings, 

motions and other temporary matters in any other court; 

(2) All proceedings in any court take precedence over depositions and 

other out of court discovery activities; and 

(3) All other conflicts in trial settings shall be resolved as provided in 

the Rules of the Eigh_th Administrative Judicial Region, Rule 10. 

Mental Health Cases shall be treated as preferentially set cases as 

referred to in Rule 1 O (b)(2)(111), Rules of the Eighth Administrative 

Judicial Region. (see Appendix Bl 

(b) For the purposes ot applying the Rules of the Eighth Administrative 

Judicial District, settings in Statutory Probate Courts, the District Courts or 

Bankruptcy Courts of the United States or in the general jurisdiction trial court of any 

sister State will be treated as settings in a district court of Tarrant County. 

(cl • Any Counsel having a previously scheduled oral argument in any 

appellate- court shall be given a reasonable time to traveJ to and fr9m that court and 

make argument provided the attorney advises the triat judge of the scheduled 

argument before the commencement of trial. 
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Rute 1 .09: Vacations of Counsel 

Counsel shall not request a trial date for any period which Counsel has 

previously been informed by other Counset is a scheduled vacation. If a case is set 

for trial by the court on a date for which an Counsel has planned a vacation, Counsel 

will notify the court as soon as the notice of trial setting is received and the case will 

be reset for a different time, unless there is a clear showing of abuse or unreasonable 

delay. If plans for a vacation are made by a Counsel after a trial setting notice has 

been received, Counsel wiU immediately notify the court and other parties with a 

request that the case be reset for a different time; The court will rule on such request 

after giving all parties to the lawsuit an opportunity to respond to the request. 

Rule 1.10: Judicial Absences 

Whenever a judge anticipates an absence of more than five court days due to 

vacation, illness, national service, attendance at legal education courses, attendance 

at the meetings of judicial or bar committees, or otherwise, then that judge shall so 

inform the judges of the other probate courts. 

Rul& 1 . 11 : Dlsmissai Dockets 

Each Probate Court in Tarrant County, Texas, may set for dismissal from time 

to time, all pending matters, including Ancillary and Contested matters, which are not 

set for trial or hearing, and which have been on file for at least one (1) year. The 

staff of the Probate Courts shall furnish notice to all parties and their Counsel that any 
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- . ._..._.....-.- ___, . 
such matter will be dismissed for want of prosecution pursuant to the provisions of 

Rule 165a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure. The procedures for notice of 

dismissaJ and retention shall be in compliance with Rules 166a and 306a of the Texas 

Rules of Civil Procedure. 

Rule 1. 12: Appointment of Attorney Ad Utem 

(a) An attorney ad litem may be or shall be appQinted pursuant to the 

Probate Code or the Rules of Civil Procedure. 

(b) Until an order is signed dismissing an attorney ad litem the ad litem shall 

be notified of all hearings and/or conferences with the court, and shall be served with 

all pleadings. 

(cl The-attorney ad !item, unless directed by the Court otherwise, shall file 

a written report with the Court of the result of the ad litem' s investigation concerning 

the purpose of the ad litem' s appointment. 

{dl In any case for which an attorney ad litem has been appointed, the ad 

!item should consider filing an application for security for costs pursuant to Rute 143 

of the Rules of Civil Procedure and Section 12 of the Probate Code. 
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Part 2. 

Rules for Disposition of Contested 

And A(Jcl'llary Matters 

Ruta 2.01: Dtspositfon of Contested and Ancillary Matters 

(a) On its own motion or by agreement of the parties and Counsel, the court 

will refer a case for resolution by an alternate dispute resolution procedure under 

Chapter 154, Civil Practice and Remedies Code. Any party or Counsel may move for 

such referral if agreement cannot be reached. 

(b) Pre.trial hearings or orders will not be required in every case, but upon 

request of any Counsel or on its own motion the court may set a hearing under Rule , 

166, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, to consider such matters as might aid in the 

disposition of the action, including _the entering of a docket control order. Examples 

of a pre-trial order and docket control order are attached hereto as Appendix C. 

(c) Cases will be set for trial by the court upon written or oral request and 

representation of any Counsel that the case will be ready for trial. If an oral request 

is made, the Counsel making such request must immediately follow up such request 

in writing to all Counsel with a copy to the court. The request may ask for a setting 

on a specific trial week, but no sooner than 45 days from the date of request, un!ess 

leave of court is obtained, or all Counsel agree to an earlier setting. The request must 

11 

02005 1502 



be sent to all Counsel. Any Counsel will file a written response to the request within 

7 days after receipt stating any objection to the request for setting. The objecting 

Counsel must then request a hearing and, after the hearing, unless the court 

determines that the case is not ready for trial, the case will be set for trial on the date. 

requested or the nearest date that the docket of the court will permit. 

(d) At the time of making a request for setting, CounseJ shall inform the court 

of the estimated time for trial. Counsel shall make a good faith estimate of the time 

required after consulting all Counsel and considering the following: proper examination 

of witnesses, introduction of exhibits, cross-examination and rebuttal of witnesses 

reasonably anticipated to be ·called by mt of the parties. In the event that the time 

requested is not sufficient, the court may continue the matter until such date and time 

as the court's docket allows. If the court finds that the Counsel requesting the trial 

setting has misrepresented the reasonable time required in bad faith, the court may 

impose appropriate sanctions, including attorney's fees occasioned by any delay in 

trial, costs and expenses for travel of witnesses and parties who are required to return 

at a later date as a result of the continued setting. 

Rule 2.02: Motion for Continuance, Agreed Passes and Settlements 

A trial or hearing date cannot be postponed or changed without the consent of 

the court. 

(a) Except as hereinafter provided, any motion for continuance will µe flied no 

later than five (5) days preceding the trial or hearing date. Any motion for 

continuance based upon facts which occur on or after the fifth day preceding the trial 
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or hearing date will be filed as soon as possible and will be heard at a time t;be°""'s~t_. 

by the court. 

(b) In the event Counsel agree to a continue any trial or other hearing, Counsel 

initiating the request for continuance shall immediately notify the court of such 

continuance. If such Counsel fails to notify the court within a reasonable time before 

the scheduled trial or hearing, the court may impose appropriate sanctions against 

such Counsel or the party represented by such Counsel. If the parties reach a 

settlement, Counsel representing the plaintiff, movant or party seeking affirmative 

relief, shall notify the court of such settlement, and that the trial or hearing date is no 

longer needed. If such Counsel fails to so notify the court within a reasonable time 

before the trial or hearing, the court may impose appropriate sanctions against such 

Counsel or the party represented by such Counsel. 

Rule 2.03: Trial Procedure 

(a) Any party or Counsel filing special exceptions, pleas in abatement, or 

other dilatory pleas shall request and obtain a hearing on them at least 30 days prior 

to the trial date or as soon as possible after the pleading is filed if the pleading is filed 

within 30 days· of the trial date. Any such matters not heard are waived. 

(b) All Contested and Ancillary matters are specially set unless otherwise 

notified. Counsel may request one, and only one, additional setting as a second 

setting. A second setting will be called to trial, for that date and time, if the case 

with the number one setting is unable to proceed for any reason. 
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(c) Unless ordered otherwise, at the time the parties and CounseJ report for 

trial they wiU deliver to the court and the other Counsel a witness list, exhibit list, any 

motion in limine and any requested instructions and questions if a jury trial, and 

proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law if a non-jury trial. Any witnesses or 

exhibits not shown on such list can be used at the trial only upon leave of the court. 

Prior to commencement of trial all exhibits will be marked, exchanged and examined 

by Counsel so that the trial will not be delayed by such examination. 

{d) Counsel intending to offer videotaped depositions or other films at trial, 

except those offered solely for impeachment, must make such tapes and films 

available to opposing Counsel sufficiently in advance of trial. so that a hearing on any 

objections can be held before commencement of trial. Any tapes or films not so 

tendered will not be permitted into evidence at the trial. All Counsel must timely 

examine any tendered tapes or films and request a hearing immediately if there are 

objections to the admissibility of any part of the tapes or films. Any objections not 

heard prior to trial will be waived. 

(e) It is the responsibility of each Counsel practtcing before the courts of 

Tarrant ·County; Texas· to· stipulate-to all· facts which are not in dispute and to waive 

formal proof as to any documents to be introduced about which .there is no dispute 

as to authenticity. 
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RuJe 2.04: Motion Practice 

(a) Counsel are directed to use all reasonable means, to resolve pre-trial 

disputes to avoid the necessity of judiciaj intervention. 

(b) No motions, objectjons or special exceptions will be set for hearing 

unless the moving Counsel shall have certified in such motion or in a letter 

substantiaUy the foUowing: 

"A conference was held on (date) with (name of 

opposing Counsel) on the merits of this motion. Agreement 

could not be reached. Therefore, it is presented to the 

court for determination." 

or 

"A conference was not held with (name of opposing 

Counsel) on the merits of this motion because (explanation 

of inability to confer~." 

(c) Court personnel are responsible tor scheduling the dates and times for 

hearings. Upon receiving the date and time of hearing, the moving Counsel shalt 

immediately notify all Counsel in writing as to the date, time and subject matter of the 

hearing. A copy of this communication shall be provided to the secretary otthe court. 

(d) On request of a Counsel and with consent of the judge, a matter not 

requiring a record by the court reporter may be conducted by telephone. The moving 

Counsel shall be res~onsible for advising all Counsel of the method and time of 

hearing and shall be responsible for arranging the conference call. 
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le) By ·agreement, Counsel may submit matters for ruling by th-e-judge-

without a personal appearance and oral presentation. The. judge should be advised in 

writing when such procedure is desired. 

(fl At the time of making a request tor setting on a motion, Counsel shall 

inform the court of the estimated time for hearing. Counsel shall make a good faith 

estimate of the time required after consulting all Counset and considering the 

following: proper examination of witnesses, introduction of exhibits, cross• 

examination and rebuttal of witnesses reasonably anticipated to be called by .ml of the 

parties. In the event that the time requested is not sufficient, the court may continue 

the matter until such date and time as the court's docket allows. If the court finds 

that the Counsel requesting the hearing has misrepresented the reasonable time 

required in bad faith, the court may impose appropriate sanctions, including attorney's 

fees occasioned by any delay in the hearing, costs and expenses for travel of 

witnesses and parties who are required to return at a later date as a result of the 

continued setting. 

Ruf& 2.05: Deposition GuideUnes 

(a) In an attempt to have uniformity and save time and expense resulting 

from hearings on discovery matters, the following guidelines will generaU!i£ be followed 

by the courts on matters pertaining to oral depositions: 
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(1) A party filing a lawsuit in Tarrant County musf· give-their • ·-- - • 

. deposition in Tarrant County, if reQuested. 

(2) A party properly sued in Tarrant County must give their deposition 

in Tarrant County, if requested. 

(3) The party initiating a deposition may elect to take the deposition 

orally or on written questions and atl Counsel may elect to 

cross-examine orally or on written questions. 

(4} Unless the parties through their Counsel otherwise agree, 

reasonable fees charged by an expert for giving of deposition 

testimony shall be paid by the party requesting the deposition. 

The fee shall be considered reasonable if the fee is calculated at 

the same hourly rate which is being charged to the party by whom 

the expert is employed. If Counsel cannot agree to a reasonable 

fee the Counsel requesting the deposition may ask the court to set 

a reasonable fee. The fee for the preparation of an expert's 

report, not" previously reduced to writing and sought under Rule 

166b(2)(e)(4), Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, shall be paid by the 

~: party by whom the expert is employed. 

(5) Notice of less than ten (10) days under Rules 21a and 200, Tex. 

R. Civ. P., shall be presumed to be unreasonabfe. 
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Although, these matters are best handled by agreement of the parties, Counsel • -

are not precluded from submitting disputes as to such matters to the court for 

determination by proper motion and hearings. 

(b) Counsel initiating an oral deposition shall first attempt to communicate 

with all Counsel to determine whether agreement can be reached as to date, time, 

place and materials, to be furnished at the time of deposition. Any written notice of 

deposition shaU state as follows: 

"A conference was held (or attempted) with 

opposing Counsel to agree on a date, time, place and 

materials to be furnished. Agreement could not be reached 

(or Counsel will not respond) and the deposition is therefore 

being taken pursuant to this notice (or agreement was 

reached and this notice complies with the agreement) ... 
... 
Failure to hold such conference or to make adequate attempt to hotd such conference 

prior to noticing a deposition shall be grounds to quash the deposition. 

Rule 2.06: Matters Requiring Immediate Action 

(a) An application for action or relief, including but nottlmited to, restraining 

orders, writs of habeas corpus, receivership, temporary administration, temporary 

guardianship, proceedings for examination and delivery of the contents of safe deposit 

boxes or any papers of a decedent pursuant to Sections 36B through 36F of the 

Texas Probate Code, shall not be presented to a judge until the application or case has 
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been filed with .the clerk and assigned to a court, unless it is impossibfe to do.so. If 

it is impossible to file an application or case before it is presented to a judge, then it 

shall be filed as soon thereafter as possible, and the clerk notified of au actions taken 

by the judge. 

(b) Every application for action or relief of any kind shall be presented first 

to the judge of the court to which it is assigned. If that judge is not available to hear 

the application, then it may be presented to any other judge of a Statutory Probate 

Court in Tarrant County, Texas. After a judge has announced a ruling on the 

application or deferred ruling, the appllcatlon shall not be-presented to any other-judge 

without leave of the judge to which it was first presented. 

(c) 

Every application for relief ex parte shall contain a certificate signed by Counsel that: 

(1) To the best of their knowledge whether or not the party against whom 

relief is sought ex parte is represented by Counsel in the matter made 

the basis of the relief sought; or, 

(2) If the partY against whom relief is sought ex parte is represented by 

Counsel, the certificate shall state the name, address, and telephone of 

such Counsel, it known. 

Rule 2.07: Private Service of Process 

(al For purposes of supervision and discipline the court deems those persons 

authorized to serve citations and other notices by order pursuant to Rule 103, Texas 
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Rules of Civil Procedure, to be officers of the court. Any such person filing a false-­

return or engaging in service contrary to law or rule may be subject to punishment by 

an order of contempt. Such order may prohibit such person from serving citations and 

notices in Tarrant County. 

(b) Any proposed order authorizing private service under Rule 103 will not 

be signed by the judge unfess accompanied by a certificate signed by Counsel 

requesting such an appointmem. Such certificate shall set out the name and address 

of the person to be so authorized and affirm that such person is not less than eighteen 

years of age, is not a party, and has no interest in the outcome of the suit in which 

the authorization is sought. 
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• 

The foregoing Local Rules of the Statutory Probate Courts of Tarrant County--~-· 

Texas are hereby approved by: 

Dated $'-9- ~ 3 

Dated r- IO • f J 

• Dated Cf:- 9-t/..3 

~~-IJ~ 
Honorable Robert M. Burnett, 
Probate Court Number One, 
Tarrant County, Texas 

Honorable Patrick W. Ferchill, 
Probat Court Number Two, 
Tarra County, Texas 

1 
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APPENDIX A 

NO. 00-0000-0-A 

IN RE: ESTATE OP s 
s 
s 
s ________ , s 
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DECEASED s 
s 
s 

******************************* s 
§ 
s 

PARTY S. 
s 

vs. s 
s 

OPPOSING PARTY § 

-···~...":..,--.-. 

IN THE PROBATE COURT 

NUMBER OF-

TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS 
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APPENDIX B 

R.ULE 10. 
CONPLICTINO ENGAGEMENTS. 
(a) Anome1 anaca, iD mal iD 1110met coun: 

(1) Wban Ill atlCXDDY ta ~ ill trial. said atSOmlJ1 sbail inform Otblr courts of me coun and cauae 
number of tbl CQI..._ UilL Tbil inbmlr.iaa will bo 'Citied upon requm of opp0liDa coumeL 1'bo case will be 
pllaed on "bold" or raer. depA1tq on whm me attornay willbe rellllocL 

(2) Jf tbD mDl'fllJ ii not cuaUy in trial II n:plWl,DCl by tbl utarns, or ha or ber qom, tbl cue Will 
be Uied witbout tunber D0Cice. 

(b) An attomay aaipd· to moro than om coun tbr tbD same dace: 
(1) It it lbe duty of an anom:y to cail tbe atrectcd judF,I' ancntion to all rnulap.le settmp u IOOD u they . 

areJmown. 
(2) Imolar • pncdcablo. jucilm sboukl attempt to agm, 011 wbi::u case Im priorily, othl:rwilo. tbo 

fo11Dwin8 pn>ri1iall sblll be oblelNII by tbe judf=I of tho rapectivo c:ouns: 
(I) Crimma1 CIICIL 
(ll) Cll4II pen preference by Statute. 
(III) p~set c:asel. 

(IV) Ollo widl earlieat - date. 
(V) Calll set at eartimt date by coun oftldlJ. 
(VI') Couru sbouJd. yielll to courts ill rural countiel iD an inl1IDce of comlk:ting senma wtx:re 

..,....,, ta udlim a c:aUed jury paacL 
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... APPBNDIXC 

STYLE 

JOINT P1lE-TRIAL ORDER 
APPEARANCE Of COUNSEL 

{List tho putiea, tbtir t91pKlri'¥e coumel and the Midteu mi tolephoae mamben of COUIIIN ill...,... puacrapha.) 

STATEMENT or TBE CASE 
(Oiv• a brief scatemeal of the cue for the i.ofonm&ion of the Court.) 

MOTIONS 
.(SW. if~ are any peadiac motiam,) 

CQNTJNTJQNS OF IBI PAB1JES 
(Stat. coacilely ill..,-puqrapbl wmt each party claiml.) . . 

AQMISSIQNS Qf FAC'[ 
(Lilt ail fact, ·which have heel\ ,apd.,.,. 'IDli •d,nitted illld require DO proof,) 

CONTQ11P l$flU Of UCI 
(Li,& all c.c-1 _.. iD caah'OVerly DOCeAill')' to the final dupoeiaoa. 9f tbia cue.) 

AGBEIP Affl,JCABLE PROPQSIDQNS OF LAW 
(DeliaNle thole lepl prop0litiolJI not in dispute.) 

CQN]'ESTED IHJD Qf LAW 
(Stille briefly the iuuea of law in dispute, with a memonudum of autboritiea supporting each iaue.) 

mn:m:s 
I. Each COl.mNJ will attach to the JOINT ~ Older a ~ of the lilt of all exbiba to be otrend 411d will mu:a all such exhibits 

11vailable for examioeeioa hy oppoeiq coumel. Thia nde aoea 1IQl apply to rebuttal exml>ita, which Q&mot 1M lll&icipated. 

2. ADY. coumel recpripa •~on- of en mubit tmllt so notify in writinl the ~ coume1 wid•ia five (5) ~Y• after the 
ox.fubit ii mac» available to oppolina coumel for o:•mioation.. FAILURE TO DO SO is aa ADMISSJON of aqtfieiq;ity. 

J. Any other ob~ to admiu,ihjtity of emibisa • amt, wi.e pouibl•L~ made ill leut three (3) buaimu 4ayl Wore trial, and
ti!e Court ootmed in wrmq with copies to all coumel accompmied r11 sapportiua lop! ilUChoiidte m copies of the •xbibltl in 
dispute. 

➔. Tho offering pany will MARK HIS OWN EXHIBITS. 

5. All exhabic, will be OFFBRBD aad. RECEIVBD in evidence u the FIRST ITEM OF BUSINESS at the trial. 

WJTNESW 
I. List the .IWJles and addreaw of wiaww who will or may be UHd with a brief st1«-ot 'lf the subject matter aud subltance of 

rheir testunony. • 

2. lnclude in this section the followins: 

"In the ove,u thore are any other wicneuea to be called at the trial, their DIIDN\ addrealOI and the ~ meu« of their 
testimony sbail be l'9P.)rted to 91JPO!illl COUIINI a, soon ill they are lcoown. Thu teltrictioD •ball not apply to rabuaa1 or 
impeaching witnelHI, the necenity of wboM testimony CIDDOt be anticipated before the time of trial.• 

SfflLEMENT 
(Include a statemeat that all HCtlealmt efforts have hem ,..,,.,,,.,eel that the cue c:umot be settled. mi will have to be tried). 

1lUAL 
(Include in this parqraph the followins: 

a. Probable lenc!h of trial; AND 
h. Availability of wimeuea, includina out-of-state witnessol.) 

AffACBMENTS 
1Include rho following REQUIRED 1ttaehment1: 

I. For a jury trial: PropoMd Special Issues, includiq imtruc:ci.om or definitions. 

II. F<>r a non-jury PropoNd fmdiup of fact IJld concluai01111 of law, with supportin, aucboritiea in a 
rnal: memonndum of law.) 

(J000£j 

Xttomoy for ---- Attoniiyfor _____ 
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,. • n:ttil 
DQCQT CONTJQL QIPA.. 

l. NSW PAR.TIES - I» joimcl aaci ..-vec1 by du dare. The pu&y ~-- _. joiDder will provide capiM of du
01'der to tbt Dllfl ,-... 

2._ ~~r::::.~-=-==~....~~~for-~~~--bt -~;-30~~--
J. ~c~~!t'ct:o=.,.c:=t..~i:rU:-~o:'81~~~=:J:~ be)'Olld dlil -W.; 

4. AMENDMENTS to cba • • ' p4M:t;,, shall be filed ~ du dale. Whare ive plaliatl are 
aecway,aJl1•pc •••=-~'IIIIC.,_PfiWwidaintaa(lO)daylofdmdare. r-,om 

5. JOINT PR.B•TaL\L ORDER aid be fiW by dail-. ia dl9 fona _._ wida • aocice of thil Older. 
6._ PU-TRIAL CONPERBNCJ! will be beld. Trial couaal.,. ocdend to aa.d Gld~ p.epuwd to dilcau aJl upacc, ___m. ofm.llli&IDlirrill. 

7. 

SPBCJALORDBU: --------------------------

SIGNED nus ____ day of(Moadl), 19(Y). 

(JUDGE) 
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