INRE: ALL PROCEEDINGS PENDINGOR
TO BE FILED TN THE PRORATE COURTS  (
(
(

OF TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS

FROM AND AFTER THIS DATE TARRANECOUNTY, TEXAS A

UNIFORM STANDING ORDER ON USE OF DEPOSITIONS ON WRITTEN QUESTIONS

It 15 hereby ordered that Probate Courts Numders One md Twe ef Tarrant County hereby
adopt the Procedure for Proof by i}mpmﬁmﬂ on Written Questiens {(aftached) and ®RDERS that
Mary Louise Garcia, the Probate Clerk of Tarrant County, or her designated deputy clerk, shall
deliver a copy of this Uniform %tarm;ﬁg @:der (0 any individual or individuals filing pre se.

This ordér is effective as of the date it is entered.

Tarrant Countse Probate Court Number One

1 A7
Signed this Sﬁfé of M%S
y

2015,

Judge P;i*s;dmt%




Proov sy
DEPOSITION ON WiITTEN QUESTIONS

Tarrant Cenndy Prabate Conris

A party planning to offer testimony by Deposition on Written Questions must fBllow the procedures set forth
Tex. PrO®. CODE §51.203 (decedent’s estates) or §1051.253 (guardianships). This specific statutory procedure
controls over the general procedural method of taking depositions on written questions (TEx. RULES Civ. Proc. 2.1
(1999Y).

1. Procedure for Proof by Deposition on Written Questions
2. Notice of Intent to Take Deposition on Written Questions
3. Written Questions for Subscribing Witness

4, Package Envelope




PROCEDURE FOR PROOY BY
DEPOSITION OX WERITTEN (JUESTIONS

Farvant County Frobate Courts

A party planning to offer testimony by Deposition on Written Questions mist follow the procedures sef forth in
Texas Pstates Code §51.203 (decedent’s estates) or §1651.253 {(guardianships). This specific statutory procedure
controls over the general procedural method of taking depositions on written questions sef forth in Texas Rules of
Civil Procedure 2.1 11999,

This procedure applies for: (all references are to the Texas Bstatos Code)

A proving up proper execution of a will (§236.153),

B. proof of the Testator's handwriting (§256.154) or

. other proof required for an uncontested hearing, (including, without limitation: §5301.155, 112,103,

202151, 355067

The Written Guestions should include a space for the answers on the same pace. A recommended form'is
attached.

Should the Court or the Attorney Ad Liters wish to pose Cross-Uuestions, these may be transmitted with the
Written Questions, to be returned to the Probate Clerk by the Deposition Official®,

The procedures to be followed for taking a Deposition on Written Questions are:

1. The Attorney shall coordinate with the Deposition Official in the foreign location in which the witness is
located to propound writlen guestions o the witness. The Attorney shall also determine the date and time
within which the questions are 1o be propounded, answered and the answers refurned.

2. The Altorney shall complere an “Information Filing Form” for the Clerk.

3. The Attorney shall file a) the Depasition on Written Questions, b} & “Notwe of latent 10 Take Deposition on
Written Questions” and ¢} the Information Filing Form with the Probate Clerk. '

4. The Probate Clerk posts a “Motice of Intent to Take Deposition on Written Questions,”

5. After the posting period (10 days), the Probate Clerk shall furnish & Package Envelope for transmission io the
Deposition Official for the return of the completed deposition directly to the Probate Clerk. The Probate Clesk
shali also make a cerified copy of the Last Will and Testament (or other document in guestion} and atiach the
same to a certified copy of the Deposition on Written Questions.

6. 'The attorney shall then transmir certified copies of the Deposition on Written Crpssstions {with will or other
document attached) and the Package Envelope to the Deposition Official with 2 prepaid return envelope,
addressed to the Probate Clerk,

7. The prepaid refurn envelope shall be one of the following: a) Federal Fxpress Afrbill, by UPS Airbill or, ¢)
USPES with Delivery Confirmation.

8. The Deposition Official shall:

a) place the witness under oath,

b} supervise the answering of the written questions,

¢} complete the jurat on the Deposition on Written Questions,
61 place 2l of the materials in the Package Envelope,

¢} seal and sign his or her name over the seal, then
fy return the Package Envelope divectly io the Probate Clerk in the prepaid Airbill Envelope.

9. Atthe hearing, the atiorney shall request the Ceourt to take judicial notice of the answers to the Written
Cruestions.,

* A “Deposition Official” includes the Clerk of a District Cout, Judge or Clerk of 2 County Court, or any official Court
Reporier, or any Notary Public of the County and State in which the witness is located.



No,
ESTATE OF PROBATE COURT

NUMBER OF

S LR R TR N

DECEASED TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS
NOTICE @F POSITION OF WRITTEN (UESTIONS

To the Clerk of Said Court:

Now COMES t for th bute of the Last
» . Deceased and numb cause, by through his signed
attorney of record, and hereby gives notice that the Undersigned intends to take the Deposition on Written

Questions ef:
MName:
Address
City
County

& e

[RiE=1tw)

before a per
last Will and

horized to izke oaths. in and for said County and State, to be used for the probate of the
ment in said cause.

Dated:

Respecifully submitted,
{ Attorney Information]

Atiomey for Applicant




No.

ESTATE OF Ty PROBATE COURT
; § NUMBER ___ OF
§
DECEASED § TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS

WRITTEN QUESTIONS FOR SUBSCRIBING WITNESS

1. State your name and residence address.

2. ‘Were you acquainted with Decedent during his or
her lifetime?

3. Please carefully examine the sitached Instrument
and state whether vou signed the Instrument a8 a
witness.

4.} the anzwer to question #3 I8 wves, did the ANSWER!
Diecedent sign the Instrument in your presence on the
same date that the Instramen! is dafed?

5. Were vou - scquainted with ANSWER;
the other witness to the

instrument 7

6. If you answered #3 "yes”, did the Decedent sign ANSWER:
the Instrioment in vour presence und in the presence of
the other witness on the same dale the Instrument is

F o espiiE

7. Al the time the Decedent signed the Insiroment, ANSWER;
did the Decedent deciare the Instrument to be his or
her Last Will and Testament?

8 Did you and the other witness subscribe youw ANSWER:
names as wilmesses to the Instrument at Decedent's

request and i the presence of Decedent and each

otier?

9. Was the Pecedent at least eightesn (18) vears of ANSWER:
age at the time of the signing of the Instrument?

16, Was the Decedent of sound mind ot the tiine of ANSWER:
the signing of the Instrument?

I1. Were both vou and the other wilness atb least ANSWER:
fourteen (14} vears of age at the tine of the signing of
the Instrument?

STATE OF } Signed:
COUNTY OF }
Before me, the undersigned Officia], on this day personally appeared , Who, baing

by me dulvy sworn on ovath deposed and stated that he Or she was e wilmess fo the Last Will and Testzment of

, that he or she has read the above and foregoing Answers of Subscrilving Witness foe Writlens
Questions and every stalemen: contained in said Answers is within His or by personal krowledge and is true and correct.

Affiant

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME on this the to certify which witness my hand and official seal.

Title




“PACKAGE ENVELOPE”

IN THE Pro®ATE COURT NUMBER
OF TARBANT COUNTY, TEXAS
i
Estate of

DECEASED

{Signature of Deposition Official after Sealing}
{Sign here and below)

- ENCLOSED ARE:
INTERROGATORIES TO BE PROPOUNDED
rz“ﬁ

L hereby certify that I have reduced the answers of

to writing on the enclosed Interrogatories, which
answers were swern 1o and subscribed before me.

I have commleted the Certificates attached to the
Interrogatories and have inserted ali such materials
in this envelope which [ have sealed and signed this

the _ dayof s

I am this day depositing this envelope for
transimission by: 3 Federal Express
{7 United Parcel Service
[} United States Postal Service,
Delivery Confirmation

to be delivered OVERNIGHT to the
Tarrant County Clerk
Probate Department
160 W, Weatherford St, Room 233

FortWorth, Texas 76196
{817 884-177r

(Signature of Dgp@s«;iiiﬁn Official affer Seaiing)

Revised April 2014






