
IN RE: ALL PROCEEDINGS PENDJNG OR 
To BE FILED IN THE PROBATE COURTS 
OF I'ARRA.NT COUNTY, TEXAS 
FROM AND AFTER Tius DATE 

( 

( 

( 
( 

IN THE 

�::�y
UNIFORM STANDING ORDER ON USE OF DEPOSITIONS ON WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

It is herel:rv ordered that Probate Courts Numbers One and Two of Tarrant County herel:)V J - ., 

adopt the Procedure for Proof by Deposition on Written Questions (attached) and ORDERS that 
Mary Louise Garcia, the Probate Clerk of Tarrant County, or her designate.d deputy clerk, shaH 
deliver a copy of this Uniform Standing Order to any individual or individuals filing pm se. 

This order is effective as of the date it is entered. 

Tan-ant County Probate Court Number One 

Tammt County Probate Court N�berTwo 

Judge 



PROOFBY 

DEPOSI110N ON WRl1TEN QUESTIONS 
Tarrnnt Co1111ty Probate Courts 

A pa1ty plnnning to offor testimony by Deposition on Written Questions nmst foik:iv the procedures set forth in 
Tue PROB. COOE §51.103 (decedent's estates) or §l05L253 (guardianships). This specific statutory procedure 
ccmtrnls over the general procedural method of taking depositions on wriikn questions (T!cK RULES CIV. PRO(. '.'. l 
(1999)). 

l. Procedure for Proofby Deposition on \Vriiten Questions 

2. Notice oflntent to Take Deposition on Written QuesliPns 

3. Written Qnes1ions for Subscribing Witness 

4. Package Envelope 



PROCEDURE FOR PROOF BY 

DEPOSITION ON WRf'ITEN QUESTIONS 
·rar-rrmt Coaoty Probate Courts 

A party planning. to ol'-l'ier testimony by Deposition on Written Questions rnust fi:;How the procedures set forth in 
Texas Estates Code §5 L203 (decedent's estates) or §105 L253 (guardianships), This specific statutory procedure 
controls over the general procedural method of taking depositto11s on written questions set r:1rth in Texas Rules of 
Civi I Procedure 2. l ( 1999). 

This procedure applies for: (all references arc lo !he Texa., Estates Code) 
A. proving up proper execution of a vviH (§256.153), 
ll. proof of the Testator's handwriting (§256.154) or 
C. other proof requi,·ed for an uncontested hearing. (including., without limitation: §§30 l.155, 112.103, 

2fi2. i5 ! . 355.062). 
The Written Questions shculd include a space for the answers on the sameJ;_l!&l'. A recommended form is 

attached. 
Should the Court or tho Attorney Ad Litem wish lo pose Cross-Questions. these may be transmitted with the 

Written Questions, to be returned lo the Probate Clerk by the Deposition Official*. 

The procedures to be followed for taking a Deposition 011 Written Questions are: 
l. 'J he Attorney shat! c:ocrdinme with the Deposition Official in the foreign location in which the witness is 

located to propound written questions to the witness. The Atton1ey shaH also determine the date and time 
,vithin which the questions are to be propounded,. answered and the answers returned. 

2. The Attorney shall complete an ·'lnformalion Filing fonn" for the Cleric 
3. The Attorney shall file a) the Deposition on Wrinen Questions, b) a ''Notice of Intent to Take Deposition on 

Written Questions•· and c) the Information Filing Form with the Probate Clerk. 
4. The Probate Clerk posts a ''Notice of Intent to Take Deposition on Written Questions." 
5. Atler the posting period (IO days), !he Probate Clerk shall fomish a Package Envelope for transmission lo !he 

Deposition Official for the return of the completed deposition directly lo the Probate Clerk. The Probate Clerk 
shall also make a certified copy of the Last Will and Testament (or other docllmenl in question) and attach !he 
same to a certified copy of the Deposition on Wriuen Questi,ms. 

6. The attorney shall then transmit cenified copies of the Deposition 011 Written Questions (with ¼ill or oth,·r 
document attached) and the Package Envelope m the Deposition Official with a prepaid return envelope, 
addressed lo the Pmbalc Clerk. 

7. The prepaid return envelope shall be one of the following: a) federal Express Airbill, b) UPS Airbill or, c) 
USPS with Delivery Confimiation. 

8. The Deposition Official shall: 
a) place the witness under oath, 
b) supervise the answering of the written questions. 
c) complete the jurat on the Deposition on W rhten Questions~ 

_______,,d)_pl:ice all qfth.e ml'leri.afa in Ilic Paekl!ge Envelope ___________________________ 
e) seal and slgn his or her name over the seal, then 
f) rewrn !he Package Em elope directly 10 the Probate Clerk in the prepaid Airbill Envelope. 

9. Al the hearing, the attorney shall reqnest the Court 10 take judicial notice of the answers to the Written 
Questions. 

• A "Deposition Official" include, the Clerk ofa District Court, Judge or Clerk ofa Collllty Court, or any official Court 
Reponer, or any Notary Public of the Counly and State in which the witness is located. 



ESTATE OF 

DECEASED 

To the Clerk of 

Now CotvfES 

to 
" '  

sa1c1 

Dated: 
----------

No. ____ _

PROBATE COURT 

NUMBER OF 

TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS 

in and for said County and State, to be used for the probate of the 

Re;;;peci.fully submitted, 

Information] 

At,omey for Applicant 



ESTATE OF 

DECEASED 

PROBATE COURT 

NUMBER OF 

TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS 
WRlITEN QUESTIONS FOR. SUB'.'i' .·g)fflNG WITNE�,� 

l . State your name and residence address.

2. \i/e:e you acquainted with Decedent during his or
her l fid in1e?

lh;:'". 
dnt,cd'·, 

9. \V<ls the
age at 

with 
tc 

:;cars of 

suund rnind at the time of 

l l. \Vere both ycu am: other w,tn:.:ss m 
fourteen ! ,·ears of i.t the time o-f s1gnmg 
the Instrun1crn:'i 

STATEOF 
COUNTY OF 

Signed: 

ANSWER: 

ANSWER: 

ANSWER: 

ANSWER: 

ANSWER: 

ANSWER: 

Typed Name ofWitness 
Before me, tJ-Je imdersigned Offo.:ial,. on this day persm,aiiy appeared-----�· ---,-,------..,..,.� who,. being

by me duly S\Vt}rtl <m oath deposed and stated Hmt he or sh,, was a w.itness • to. the Last \\!ill and Testilment of 
-----'-----�--�---·· that he or she has read thi:: ai¾m': and foregoing Anstvers <>f Subscribirig Witness to Wbrteri
Questions and every statement contained in saidAnsw,:rs. is within his oi- her personal lwowkdge imd is.true and correct. 

Affiant 
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME 011 this the------� to certify which witness my hand and official seal. 

Title __________ _ 



"PACKAGE EJWELOPE'' 

I:N THE PRfJBATl� COURT NUMBER 
OF TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS 

Estate of 

_ __,;__,_ _ ___,._.....,__,s,--�----------

DECEA3ED 

(Signature of Deposition Official after Sealing) 
iSion l'"F' and :..,elnw) ,,, 1-. t,::: 1.\... -,.r V �-

ENCLOSED ARE: 
INTERROGATORIES TO BE PROPOUNDED 

TO 

I hereby certH�1 that I have reduced the answers of 

to writing cm the enclosed lnterrogak,ries, which 
ans,;v1;,;::rs were sworn to and subscribed before me. 

I have coi.npletcd the Certificates attached to the 
IntemJgatories and have inserted all such materials 
in this envelope which I have sealed and signed this 

the_, __ day of�------------' 

I am this deposiliEg thi5 (;r:velope for 
transmission by: D Federal Express 

0 United Parcel Service 
D Unik,d States Po:�rnl Service� 
Delivery Confinnation 

to be delivered OVERNIGHT m the 
Tarrant County Clerk 
Probate Department 

11 00 w··. ""'' ·1.. $!'. d cs· R · "'33 A .• • .• • vv eatuenor .:,t, oom ,(,; •··· . 
FurtWort'b;··Texrnr76l96····--�---'----'---�---'-�­

(8P) gg4_177r, 

-------------

(Signanire ofDeposidon Official after Sealing) 

Revised April 2014 




