
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

Misc. Docket No.' 12- 8079

APPROVAL OF LOCAL RULES FOR

TARRANT COUNTY COURTS

ORDERED that:

Pursuant to Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 3a and the Texas Constitution, article V, section

31 (a), the Supreme Court approves the following Local Rules Governing Criminal Proceedings in

Misdemeanor Cases in Tarrant County Courts.

</4
Dated: MayJ^, 2012.



Wallace B. Jefferson, Chief Justic

Nathan L. Hecht, Justice

)ale Wainwright, Justice

J

vid M. Medina, Justic-

Paul W. Green, Justice

Phil Johnson, Justice

- uDJUdi—
Don R. WiJlett, Justice

Debra H. Lehrmann, Justice
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RULES GOVERNING CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS IN MISDEMEANOR CASES v

COURTROOM DECORUM ^'-'i f",' ": .. ■ > - ,

Conduct Required of Counsel

(a) Counsel shall fjmely appear before the court at each setting and following each recess A ■ ''■!/.
(b) Counsel shall be appropriately attired for all court proceedings. U^-^
(c) Counsel shall rise and remain standing while addressing trie Court

(d) Counsel shaU address all statements, requests, and objections to the court and not to
opposing counsel.

(e) Counsel shall neither make nor insinuate derogatory or insulting remarks about opposinq
counsel.

(f) Counsel shall address the Court as "Your Honor" or "Judge" and except with permission
of the Court, shall refer to all counsel, parties and witnesses (except children) by their
surnames, using such titles as Mr., Mrs., Dr., etc. as appropriate, and not by first names
or nicknames or any discriminatory or inappropriate classification.

(g) Counsel shall request permission of the Court before approaching the bench or
approaching the witness when necessary to work with documentary or tangible evidence.

(h) Counsel shall advise counsel's clients, witnesses, and others subject to counsel's control
of these rules of conduct and courtroom decorum.

(i) Counsel shall strictly follow Rule 3.07 of the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional
Conduct regarding trial publicity

Conduct Required of All Persons

(a) All persons in the courtroom during trials and other proceedings shall be attentive and
snail refrain from any action which may disrupt the proceedings.

(b) All persons entering the courtroom shall be dressed in clothing reasonably befitting the
dignity and solemnity of court proceedings.

(c) All persons shall rise when the judge enters the courtroom, and at such other times as
the bailiff shall instruct

(d) No beverages, food, chewing gum, candy, and tobacco products are permitted in the
courtroom without permission of the Court

(e) No reading of newspapers, books, or magazines is permitted.

No propping of feet on tables or chairs is permitted

(f) No person shall make gestures, facial expressions, or sounds indicating approval or
disapproval of any ruling, testimony, person, or conduct.

(g) No person shall bring radios, tape recorders, computers, cameras, or other electronic

devices into the courtroom unless the device is required for the court proceedings and
prior approval has been given by the Court

(h) No audible sounds from communication devices shall be permitted.

(i) No overt advertising, campaign buttons, and campaign materials are permitted in the
courtroom,

(j) No person shall be permitted to display or wear any clothing, item, or thing that may
influence the jury in the performance of its duties,

(k) No person shal! be permitted any verbal or physical contact with a prisoner without the
prior approval of the bailiff or sheriff.

(1) No children shall be permitted in the courtroom during any court proceedings without
prior approval of the Court



Enforcement

DOCKET MANAGEMENT

The Court encourages meaningful plea negotiations and dispositions at ad settings.

Initial Appearance Setting

Pre-Trial Setting

Announcement Setting

Disposition Setting

Disposition Setting (Dl) is the final setting in lieu of trial. Purpose of the Deposition
Setting is to finalize all pleas on the Announcement Setting. Lhsposrtion

CONTINUANCES

A motion for continuance must be m writing, under oath, and presented in open court with
all parties present as required by the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure Chapter 29 A

TRANSFER OF CASES AMONG COURTS

Transfer of Cases Between County Courts

The transfer of cases between county courts of Tarrant County may be done bv wntten
order upon consent of the judges of those courts participating in the transfer

Transfer of Cases from a District Court

S^bedone in



ATTORNEYS

Appearance of Counsel

^ r*ass:sr- sattomey **«■ •specifically desfrmtoTEen* Se aSS ^S8"1 ""^ another;att0^
appearance and the attomey win £LJ?°£ £S ^?france sha" te a

Withdrawal or Substltutton of Counsel

and both attorneys. ThTmoto must al?o "hL ^.fif' Si9ned by

Attorney Appointment

criminal cases will admmis^ tt^an r/WTtTlent P(an' The 'ud9es
defendants will adhere to me nls of me Plan aPP°'nt6a to represent

Attorney Foes

to

Code of Crimina, Pr^X ^e^26 05 ^ Cnm'" C3SeS' PUr5U3nt tO Te
Attorney Vacations and Continuing Education

Conflicting Settings

(b) Pnonbes of criminal settings am pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 23.101.



Judge Sherry Hill 1
County Cnminal Court No. 1

Judge BillyJ0

County Criminal Court No 3

Jud§e Brent Cafr

County Criminal Court No. 9

Judge Deboraff Nekhom
County Criminal (

Judge Phil Sorrells

County Criminal Court No. 10

. APPROVED March 13, 2.012

Judge Jeff Walker, Presiding Judge 8th Judicial Region


