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year of transition,  2014 was the beginning of new 
directions for Tarrant County Public Health (TCPH).

Health Director Lou Brewer retired in May after more than 14 years of service.  
She helped the department evolve following the attacks of September 11, 2001. 
She also led the department through the bioterrorism fears related to the anthrax 
attacks that fall, and all the public health changes that came from those two 
historic events.

In September, Veerinder Taneja became health director.  A 13-year veteran of 
public health, Taneja previously served as deputy health officer and acting director 
of the Wayne County Health Department in Michigan. 

He earned his medical degree (MBBS) from Manipal Academy of Higher Education 
in India and his Master of Public Health (MPH) from Eastern Kentucky University.  

In an effort to keep the public more informed and to better serve the community,
the department also launched a new TCPH web page and shared a greater presence 
on Facebook in 2014.

This annual report embraces that new digital course of direction and introduces 
you to a few of the many hard-working public health employees serving Tarrant 
County.

A
“TCPH has accomplished many wonderful things.  
These accomplishments have laid a solid foundation 
from which we continue to build upon to ultimately 
better serve the Tarrant County community…”  
	 – Vinny Taneja, MBBS, MPH 
	 Tarrant County Health Director

PROLOGUE



n October 2014, Dr. Catherine Colquitt was sworn in as 
the health authority for Tarrant County.

In addition, she began serving as the interim medical director. Colquitt graduated 
cum laude from Texas Christian University with a Bachelor of Arts in biology, 
before graduating from Southwestern Medical School as a doctor of medicine. 
She completed an internal medicine internship and residency at the University of 
Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio and completed an infectious disease 
fellowship at Southwestern Medical School. Since 1996, Colquitt has run her own 
infectious disease private practice in Fort Worth. She has directed the AIDS Clinic 
at John Peter Smith Hospital and, as of 2014, worked in the Preventative Medicine 
Clinic at Tarrant County Public Health. 

I
A NEW LOCAL

HEALTH AUTHORITY

Health Director Vinny Taneja swears 
in Dr. Catherine Colquitt as local 
health authority of Tarrant County 
on September 30, 2014.

Local Health Authority Dr. Catherine Colquitt and 
Chief Epidemiologist Russ Jones attend a county 
briefing on Ebola in October 2014.



http://access.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/public-health/PH%20PUBLICATIONS/fact%20sheets/Fact%20Sheet%20-%20MERS.pdf


http://access.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/public-health/PH%20PUBLICATIONS/fact%20sheets/Fact%20Sheet%20-%20Chikungunya%20virus.pdf


http://access.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/public-health/PH%20PUBLICATIONS/fact%20sheets/Fact%20Sheet%20-%20Enterovirus%20D68.pdf


http://access.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/public-health/PH%20PUBLICATIONS/fact%20sheets/Fact%20Sheet%20-%20Ebola.pdf


http://access.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/public-health/PH%20PUBLICATIONS/fact%20sheets/Fact%20Sheet%20-%20Influenza%20Flu.pdf


http://access.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/public-health/PH%20PUBLICATIONS/fact%20sheets/Fact%20Sheet%20-%20West%20Nile%20Virus.pdf


http://access.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/public-health/PH%20PUBLICATIONS/fact%20sheets/Fact%20Sheet%20-%20Measles.pdf


http://access.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/public-health/PH%20PUBLICATIONS/fact%20sheets/Fact%20Sheet%20-%20Pertussis.pdf


http://access.tarrantcounty.com/en/public-health/tuberculosis-elimination.html


http://access.tarrantcounty.com/en/public-health/chronic-disease-prevention/tobacco/freedom-from-smoking.html


http://access.tarrantcounty.com/content/main/en/public-health/community-health-promotion/17p-initiative.html




http://access.tarrantcounty.com/en/public-health/administration/1115-healthcare-transformation-waiver-program.html


http://access.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/public-health/PH-TCVFH/Documents/2014_Tarrant_County_Community_Health_Improvement_Plan_-_Final.pdf
http://access.tarrantcounty.com/en/public-health/tarrant-county-voices-for-health/community-health-improvement-plan.html


http://access.tarrantcounty.com/en/public-health/center-for-health-equity.html


ooking back, TCPH made great strides throughout 
2014. The department took a more active stance with 
the media and promoted positive programs and expert 

speakers on a variety of public health topics. 
By December, the department had re-launched 
its website, which projected a fresh look for 
TCPH, and allowed direct input and additional 
functionality. The changes promised to make 
TCPH a more effective communicator in the 
community.  Thanks to additional DSRIP funding, 
TCPH began developing a video production unit 
to increase TCPH’s electronic footprint. The 
department also developed strategies to launch a 
YouTube Channel, Twitter page and other social 
media accounts in 2015.

L
EPILOGUE

“TCPH successfully transitioned in 2014 to new 
leadership and positioned itself for a bright future.  
The tools are in place now to move the department, 
and the county, into the new era of public health.”
	 – Vinny Taneja, MBBS, MPH 
	 Tarrant County Health Director

Health Director Vinny Taneja 
addresses the local broadcast
media regarding the first death
of the 2014-2015 Influenza Season.
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FY14 TOTAL FUNDS INFORMATION

Local Government Funds................$11,405,613 
Local Fees.........................................$2,413,550 
Local Private Funds..............................$283,293 
State Grants....................................$20,051,958 
Federal Grants...................................$5,726,332 
1115 Waiver Funds.........................$11,855,658
 
	 $51,736,404 



The following table provides a three-year glimpse of TCPH activities 
and/or the numbers of people involved.  Fluctuations in some 
numbers may be due to changes in reporting requirements.

DEPARTMENT WORKLOAD MEASURES	 2012	 2013	 2014

BCCCP1 - Pap smear screens	 560	 711	 606
BCCCP1 - Breast exams	 1,010	 1,039	 829
BCCCP1 - case-managed clients	 399	 398	 217
Pregnancy tests & referrals	 699	 598	 437
Flu shots provided	 8,202	 14,152	 14,041
Immunizations provided	 51,690	 119,130	 96,894
WIC2 - visits	 686,603	 652,496	 616,333
Health education - health events, presentations	 587	 644	 670
Health education - referrals	 12,117	 11,371	 13,254
Communicable disease reports investigated	 5,543	 4,959	 4,494
New HIV cases reported	 189	 253	 292
STD clinic visits	 5,543	 5,860	 7,063
STD disease intervention, field investigations	 3,639	 3,200	 3,198
Clinical lab tests performed	 60,003	 53,558	 53,027
HIV/STD cases investigated, partners notified	 513	 670	 898
Preventive Medicine Clinic (PMC) HIV care caseload	 997	 985	 965
PMC clinic visits	 5,432	 5,489	 5,283
Travel Health Services clinic visits	 3,643	 3,378	 2,778
TB clinic visits	 15,811	 16,416	 13,907
TB contacts screened as part of disease	
intervention investigation	 329	 808	 1,155
TB cases in Tarrant County	 72	 70	 77
Percent of foreign-born TB cases	 41	 64.3	 70.1
Suspected TB cases treated preventively	 124	 77	 196
HIV co-infections (cases only)	 1	 2	 0
Drug-resistant cases (TB)	 4	 4	 7
Directly Observed Therapy doses
administered in the field (TB)	 11,280	 9,313	 8,772
DOPT3 doses administered (TB)	 9,215	 8,835	 10,182
Contacts investigated (TB)	 565	 808	 1,155
Total on therapy (TB)	 141	 147	 83
Total with latent TB infection	 626	 943	 1,146
Food establishment inspections	 6,151	 5,683	 6,374
Swimming pool inspections	 1,015	 1,005	 961
Onsite sewage facilities permitted	 212	 204	 377
Food handlers trained/certified	 13,311	 15,983	 15,285
Mosquito pools tested for WNV	 647	 4,290	 4,794
Milk and dairy lab tests performed	 18,691	 17,785	 18,018
Water lab tests performed	 19,811	 19,761	 19,242

	 1 	 Breast & Cervical Cancer Control Program
	 2 	 Women, Infants & Children Program
	 3 	 Directly Observed Preventive Therapy

DEPARTMENT
WORKLOAD MEASURES



Numbers represent people with confirmed cases in 
2013.  These are new cases TCPH knows about.

Morbidity in Tarrant County
DISEASES	 2012	 2013	 2014
Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS)	 38	 43	 57
HIV Seropositive	 189	 176	 169
E. Coli 0157:H7 Infection	 33	 49	 55
Hepatitis  A	 6	 < 5	 10
Hepatitis  B	 15*	 8	 < 5
Hepatitis  C	 <5*	 < 5	 < 5
Meningitis  Meningococcal**	 < 5	 < 5	 < 5
Pertussis	 162	 700	 467
Salmonellosis	 340	 342	 353
Shigellosis	 105	 142	 247
STD:  Chlamydia	 7,792	 8,429	 8,382
STD:  Gonorrhea	 2,103	 2,152	 2,579
STD:  Syphilis:  Congenital (< 1 yr.)	 8	 7	 8
STD:  Syphilis:  Primary	 50	 52	 55
STD:  Syphilis:  Secondary	 108	 104	 116
STD:  Syphilis:  Other	 68	 120	 64
Tuberculosis	 75	 70	 77
West Nile Virus	 280	 9	 16

NOTE: Less than five cases (< 5) are not reported to protect patient confidentiality.		

	 *	 2012 case counts reflect only acute Hepatitis B & C infections;
		  chronic Hepatitis B & C infections are not reportable and are no longer tracked.
	 **	 Meningococcal disease cases include blood infections as well as meningitis cases.

MORBIDITY TABLE



https://www.facebook.com/tarrantcountypublichealth?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/TCPHtweets
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDUky-YwlIUAEtrJjwQ7gSA?view_as=subscriber
https://instagram.com/tarrantcountypublichealth/
https://instagram.com/tarrantcountypublichealth/
https://plus.google.com/104055397719298673417/about
https://www.linkedin.com/company/tarrant-county-public-health?trk=prof-exp-company-name



