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_· .:: POLICY &SPECIFIC~TIONSFORINSTALLATION/REPAIR 
OF A UTILITY IN COUNTY RIGHT-OF-WAY • 

A. . Any person, firm, or COipOration ~ called Utility) desiring ·to do any type of 

· ··construction ~ the right-of•way of a County road such as installing, connecting to, or 

. repairing utilities, shall first make application to the Tenant Couaty Transportation 

•. _-Servi.~ D~artment for.a permit . 

. B. • .. The Utility expressly recognizes that the issuance of a permit by T~ County does not 

grant any right. claim. title. or eurm.ent in or upon the road or its appurtenances. In the 
. . 

futum, should Tarrant County, for any reason. need to woik, •improve, Jelocate, widen, 

mmase. add to, decrease, ~ in any manner change the structure of the road or right-of­

way, the line, if affected, will be moved, or relocated at the complete expense of the 

Utility. 

C. Tarrant County, its rm.ployces, agems or_ assips will be held harmless of all claimi, 

• actions, or damages of every kind and description which may ~ur to or bo suffered by . 

any person or pmons, ~PI&tion. or property by reason of the ~rmancc -~f-~ such 

work, character of material used or manner of installation, maintenance or operation or by 
-

improper occupancy or rights:,of:.way or public plsce or public structure, and In case any 

suit or ~on is brought against Tarrant County for ~ arisi?I out of or by reason of 

any of the above causes, Utility, its successors or assigns, will: upon notice to him or them 

of commencement. of such action. defend the same at his or their own expense, and will 
satisfy any judgment after said suit or action shall have finally been determined if adverse 

to Tmant County. 

D. Tarrant County. its employees and agents will, at not time, be held liable for any damage 

or injury dope to the property of Utility whether in comract or in ~ which may result 

from improving and/or maintaining County road. • 

E. Requests for Utility's appurtenances to be placed within County rights-of-way that are .. . . 

-la,rger than the standard tel~bone.risei: boxes, water meters, pi meters, etc. will be studied . ' . . . . . .. . . , . 
OD a case by case basis; rigbt-of•way widtJ;ui, roadway geometrics, sight distance. roadway 

mamtenance,and public safety will be studied prior to the issuance or denial of a permit. 
. . . 
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F. Utility requesting ~t must proYide three copies of drawings or diagrams showing . 

.. : .. .- F<>pOSed utility location with respect to ript-of-way, typo of ~, size~ length, and. 

. .. . -material. 

0. The construction and rnaimenaocP. of such utility shall not interfere with the property and 

rights of a prior occupant. ~ necessary to remove or adjust another ufility, a 
. ' 

representative of that utility shall be notified to deci~e method and work to be done. Any 

cost of temporarily or pennanently relocating other utilities shall be borne by permit holder 

or contractor. 

H. • The Utility/Contractor shall make. ,:very effort to open and ~lose all trenching QJ)ellltions 
. . 

during the daylight boon of one day. Appropriate ~ shall be followed in the 

inteiest of safety, 1raffic convenience and access to adjacent pmperty for all trenching 

operations. It shall be the ·responsibility of the Con.tmttor to adhete to the section on 

construction and rnaintenan~ as outlined in the Texu Manual on Uniform Traffic Con1rol 

Devices, 
I. All lines, where practicable, shall be located to cross roadbed at approximately right angle 

thereto. No lines are to be installed under or within SO feet of either end of any bridge. No 

lines shall be placed in any ~vcrt or within 10 feet of the closest point of same. 

J. Pai:aJiel lines will be install~ as ne~ ti> the·-right-of-way line as possible, an4 ~o parallel 

line will be installed in the roadbed or bctween-,thc drainage ditch and the roadbed without 

special permission of 1he Transportatjon Services Deputmem. 

K. No work shall be perfurmed in the County right-of-way until after a permit has been issued 

by the Transportation Services Department. Each pennit will be valid for a period of thirty 

(30) calendar days from issue date. If construction has not been completed within this -

period, permit must be renewed. The Contmctor shall have ~ executed permit available 

on the job site during the duration of the work. 

L. All open cut excavatiom shall be no greater in width than is nccessmy to adequately install 

the utility line. The _minimum depth of a utility line shall be twenty-four inches (24") 

below the tlowline of existing ditch. 

M. OperationS along roadways shall be performed ~ such a manner that all exca~ rnate~al . . . . . . 

be kept otf thc pavements at all times, u :well as all operating equipment.-4 materiais. 

N~ equipment or installation procedures will be used which will damage any road surface 

• • • • • or structures. 'The cost of any repairs to road surface, roadbed, structures, or .other right-of-
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N. way featmes as a dkect result of this installation will be bomo by the ~tility. 

Upon completion of the project, all equipment, constructjon material, surplus materials, 

trash. broken concrete. lumber, etc. shall be mnoved from the construction site. The entire 

construction site shall be graded and cleaned ~ present the appearance as it was prior to 

construction or better. 

0. For utility lines crossing under County road, ~ shall be required to drill. core, or 

bore through the subgradc at a depth .to be determined by the Transport¢on Services 

Department. • If, however, such procedure is deem~ impractical by reason of rock, . . 
utilities,_ undeqround CODStruction or temin, specW permission shall be glmlted by the 

Tmant County Transportation Services Department before an open ·.road cut will. be 

allowed. If approved, trenching, backfi]ljng, and resur&cing of the cut shall be done in 
. . 

accordance with the procedum outlined in this specification. The U1ility/Contractor shall 

be responsible for all paving repair for a period of one year after completion. 

P. B~ requirements for all open cut excavation and trenches shall be as follows: 

1. Areas not subject to or influenced by vehicular traffic -tho 1rmCh backfill shall be 

placed in layers not more than ten inches (10") in depth, and shall be compacted by 

whatever means 1he Comractor chooses. 
' . . . 

2. -Areas subject to or influenced by yehicµlar trpffic - the trench backfill shall be 

mechanically compacted in six~inch (6") lifts to a minimum of ninety percent 

(9()0/4) modified proctor density. 

a. 

b. 

Dirt Roads_, Bacldill shall be well tamped in six inch (6") layers to a·pomt 

nine inches (9'') below the surface of the road. after which one-foot (1 ') of 
I 

good gravel shall be tamped until level with the existing surface. 

Gravel Roads and Streets - Backfill shall be well tamped in six inch (6") 

• layCl'S to a point nine inches (9'' below the surface of the road after which 

one fuot (1 ") of good gravel shall be tamped until level with the existing 

surface. 

c. • Am!!@Jt Roads - Backfill materials shall be selected mineral aggrepte and 

.cement in proportions of 27 to 1, properly co~ (~ped to proper 

density· 'of 90%). to within two inches (2'1 of l'Oad ~ce. Asphaltic 

co:dcrctc must then be added and tamped or rolled to make a level surface 
• with existing road surface. 
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Q. The Contractor shall not cut or open more than one-half of the ro~way at a time, in order 

~ rnahuiu the flow ofuaftic at_all times. However, in an emergency or with the 

pemriman of the Tmant County Transportation Services J;>epartmmt, the total widtli of 

the roadway may be cut or opened.. pzovided barricades are placed at the first intersection 

each way from the cut, and suitable detour signs are erected. 

R. Any and all of the above work shall be done under~ direction ot and be ~ to, 

the T~t County Transportation ~ Department. The holder of the permit shall 

notify the Tarrant County Tramportation Services Department twenty-four (24) hours 

p_rior to the time the wolk will be done, and a County Inspector shall be pc8ent at the time 

the work is done.· This will ~noway relieve the permit holder &om his-responsibility for 

rnaintenan~i: dµc to failure of the repaired cut 

s. Failure to Comply with Specifications: If an openin& or cut is ~ refilled and restored as 

herein provided, and approved by the Tarrant County Transportation Servi~ Department, 

it shall be the duty· of the Tarraut County Transporta,uon Services Department to notify the 

permit holder in writing to refill and restore the opening to the satisfaction of tho-Tarmnt 

County Ttansportation Services Department.· If the permit holder fails to comply to tho 

written request within three (3) days after receipt of such notice, the Tarrant County 
. . 

Transi,ortation · Services Department shall ICport this fact to the Cnmrnissinuers' -court, 
. . . . ' . . 

who my thereupon Older the Tarrant County Transportation Services Department to have 

the cut refilled ~ restored at the. cost of the permit holder. ~ estimate of the Tarrant 

County Transportation Services Department as to thc cost of such refilling and restoration 

shall be the established cost against the permit holder. No further pennits shall be issued 

to such a permit holder until these costs have been paid. 

Prepared by: Tarrant County Transportation Servtcu Department 
100' E. Weatherford Street, Room -,01. 
Fort Worth. tmu· 76196-0601. 
TelephoM (817) 884-12J0 
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